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PREFACE. 


Tuat one fully conscious of his literary disability, and who 
is neither ambitious of fame, nor hopeful of profit from his 
undertaking, should venture on the publication of a large 
and expensive art-historical work, demands, perhaps, a few 
words of explanation. 

The collecting of theatrical memoranda has been an amuse- 
ment of the author since early childhood, and for nearly forty 
years it has been his daily habit to record the dramatic events 
of the metropolis. Possessing thus a large amount of ma- 
terial, to while away some idle moments, in 1853, he wrote 
and contributed to the Evening Mirror several theatrical 
sketches over the signature “H. N. D.,” which, with sur- 
prise and pleasure, he found were favorably received, and 
which, by request of the editor, were followed by others, 
from time to time, for more than three years. 

Maintaining his incognito for a much longer period, he 
frequently heard these articles alluded to with commenda- 
tion ; had them recommended to him for perusal by different 
friends; learned that they had been preserved by many inter- 
ested in dramatic history; knew that they were used by anno- 
tators and critics, and finally heard a gentleman of literary 
distinction, to whom he was personally a stranger, express his 
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regret that the author could not be found and induced to 
publish his articles in book form. 

Ultimately disclosing his secret to a friend upon whose 
judgment he relied, he was tempted to enlarge his original 
design, and, commencing with the earliest introduction of the 
Drama in America, to undertake the publication of his work 
in its present form. 

Trusting that the amount and correctness of the informa- 
tion which it contains may compensate for the poverty of its 
diction, and gratefully acknowledging the kindness of those 
who have encouraged him by placing their names on his sub- 
scription list, to whom he respectfully dedicates the work, he 
begs the critical forbearance of the public, which he knows 
will be cheerfully accorded him by his personal friends. 


J. N. I. 


et 


— 


RECORDS 


OF THE 


NEW YORK STAGE. 


CHAPTER I. 


Danlap's History—Corrections of Doctor Francis—Judge Daly’s Inquiry—Play- 
house of A. D. 1733—Nassau street Theatre, A. D. 1750—Mr. Murray— 
Thomas Kean--Robert Upton. 


UNLAP, the principal historian of the American 

stage, assumes erroneously that the acted Drama 
was introduced in America by Hallam’s company 
of comedians, who arrived in Virginia in the summer of 
1752, and after playing with success at Williamsburg, made 
their first appearance in New York on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1753. 

The late Dr. Francis, in an address before the Historical 
Society, in November, 1857, while noticing this mistake, 
stated that Hallam’s company played in New York in Febru- 
ary, 1750. But in correcting Dunlap’s error he fell into one 
equally great. Dunlap was right as far as he went, but he 
did not go far enough. His dates with regard to Hallam’s 
company, and its first appearance in New York, are accurate, 
but he ignores the fact that other players had preceded him ; 
while Dr. Francis, knowing that plays had been performed 
here in 1750, wrongfully imagined that Hallam’s company 
were the performers. 

The Hon. Charles P. Daly, in his “ Historical Inquiry,” not 
1 


ch hey 


wv 
4 


WEY 


2 P RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


only arrives at a correct conclusion with regard to the play- 
ers of 1750, but goes farther back, and in the advertisement 
of George Talbot, a merchant, who directs inquiries to be 
made at his store “next door to the Play-house,” in “Brad- 
ford’s Gazette” of October, 1733, finds just reason for inferring 
that the drama, at that early period, had at least found a tem- 
porary resting place, if not a home, in the future metropolis 
of America.’ No other reference has been found respecting 
it, and any conjecture as to its proprietors, its performers, or 
the plays represented therein, would be vain and fruitless. 
The city, at the time, contained but 7,055 white inhabitants, 
and was probably unable to sustain a theatre, for we hear 
nothing again concerning the drama until the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, 1750, when, in the columns of the “ New York Gazette, 
revived in the Weekly Postboy,” a newspaper published by 
James Parker, appeared the following editorial notice: 


“¢ Laft week arrived here a company of comedians from Phila- 
delphia, who we hear have taken aconvenient room for their pur- 
pofe in one of the buildings lately belonging to the Hon. Rip Van 
Dam, Efq., deceafed, in Naffau ftreet, where they intend to per- 
form as long as the feafon lafts, provided they meet with fuitable 
encouragement.” 


This building, belonging to the Hon. Rip Van Dam, de- 
ceased, once Governor of the Province of New York, was 
situated on the east side of Nassau street, (formerly Kip 
street) between John street and Maiden lane, on lots now 
known by the numbers 64 and 66. (1866) It was converted 
into a church in 1758, by a congregation of German Calvin- 
ists, who in 1765, erected in its stead a more substantial build- 
ing, which remained standing as lately as the year 1810. Dun- 
lap’s statement that the Old Dutch Church was built on the 
site of the old Theatre, has confused many readers with regard 
to its location, who suppose that he referred to the building 
now used for the United States Post Office. That church was 
erected in 1729, long before Van Dam’s building was used for 
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1 Judge Daly’s later and more thorough investigutions lead to the belief that 
the Play-house of 1733 was principally used for the exhibition of puppet-shows 
and similar entertainments. 
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theatrical purposes. An advertisement in the “Postboy,” be- 
fore referred to, reads as follows: 


*< By his Excellency’s Permiffion, 
At the Theatre in Naffau Street, 

On Monday, the 5th day of March next (1750) 
Will be prefented, the Hiftorical Tragedy of 
King Richard 3d! 

-W rote originally by Shakfpeare, 
and altered by Colley Cibber Efqr. 


“In this play is contained the Death of King Henry 6th ;—the 
artful acquifition of the crown by King Richard ;—the murder of 
the Princes in the Tower ;—the landing of the Earl of Richmond, 
and the Battle of Bofworth Field. 


“Tickets will be ready to be delivered by Thurfday next, and 
to be had of the Printer hereof. 

“Pitt, 5 fhillings ; Gallery, 3 fhillings. 

“¢ To begin precifely at half an hour after 6 o’clock, and no 
perfon to be admitted behind the fcenes.”’ 


At this period George II. was sovereign of Great Britain, 
Admiral George Clinton, Governor of the Province of New 
York, and Edward Holland, Mayor of the city, which included 
within its limits about ten thousand inhabitants. | 

Performances probably took place but twice a week, usually 
on Monday and Thursday; but as the newspaper was pub- 
lished on Monday only, it rarely happened that the enter- 
tainment for the other evening was advertised therein. 

‘“ Richard 3d” was announced for March 5th and 12th, the 
latter evening with the addition of a farce called the “ Beau 
in the Suds ;” the “Spanish Friar” for the 14th and 19th; 
and on the 27th,“ For the benefit of the Charity School in 
this city, a Tragedy called the ‘Orphan; or, the Unhappy 
Marriage,’ wrote by the ingenious Mr. Otway;” April 2d, “The 
Orphan ;” April 9th, “There will be no play acted at the 
Theatre in this city this week, but on Monday evening next, 
a comedy called the ‘Beaux Stratagem’ will be presented.” 

April 16th and 23d, the “ Beaux Stratagem.” 

April 30th, “ Richard 3d,” with the farce of the “ Mock 
Doctor.” 

Judge Daly speaks of the season as terminating at this 
period, and not commencing again until December. Prob- 
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ably there was merely a cessation of newspaper advertise- 
ments. It was no doubt the custom then, as now, in towns of 
similar size, to rely on distributed handbills and conspicuous 
posters, for bringing an entertainment to public notice, more 
than on a weekly newspaper. At any rate, on the 16th of 
July the following appeared in the Postboy: “The heat hav- 
ing prevented the play last Thursday night, it is designed to 
be presented this evening, as it has the appearance of being 
moderate weather ;” and on the 23d is announced “ The Last 
Night of playing this season, ‘Love for Love, and the ‘Stage 
Coach.” 

The names of the performers are attached to none of the 
above plays, nor is the name of any manager mentioned, 
but the company is no doubt the same which reappeared 
on the 13th of September, as announced in the following 
card : 

“¢ By his Excellency’s Permiflion. At the Theatre in Naflau 
ftreet, on Thurfday Evening next (Sept. 13th, 1750), for the firft 
time this feafon will be prefented a comedy called the ‘ Recruiting 
Officer.’ ”’ 

Thursday, Sept. 20th, “ ‘Cato,’ wrote by Mr. Addison,” which 
brought forth the following commendatory notice from the 
Postboy of the 24th: 

“© Thurfday evening the tragedy of ‘ Cato’ was played at the 
Theatre in this city before a very numerous audience, the 
greater part of whom were of opinion, that it was pretty well 
performed. As it was the fulleft aflembly that has ever appeared 
in that houfe, it may ferve to prove that the tafte of this place is 
not fo much vitiated or loft to a fenfe of liberty but that they can 
prefer a reprefentation of virtue to one of a loofe character. “The 
‘Recruiting Officer’ will be prefented this evening.” 

Tuefday, October 2ad.—The ‘Spanifh Friar,” with a Panto- 


mine entertainment. 
Monday, OGober 15th, ‘ Cato,” and pantomine. 
O&. 22d and 2gth, *“ Amphitryon, or the Two Sofias.” 
Nov. 12th, the Tragical Hiftory of ‘‘ George Barnwell.” 
Nov. rgth, ‘¢ A Bold Stroke fora Wife.” 


“© The houfe being new floored is made warm and comfortable, 
befides which Gentlemen and Ladies may caufe their ftoves to be 


brought.” 
This alludes to the general custom (wood being the sole 
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article of fuel) of using smal! foot stoves, with an iron pan of 
glowing embers placed therein to keep the feet warm, still 
prevailing in many country places, but unknown in the re- 
gions of anthracite and hot-air furnaces. 

December 3d and 10th, the “ Beggars’ Opera.” 

“ 31st, the “ Fair Penitent,” and the “ Lying Valet.” 

Monday, January 7th, 1751, Mr. Murray’s Benefit. 

“ A Bold Stroke for a Wife,” the “ Devil to Pay,” and 
“Colin and Phoebe,” “to be sung by Mr. Woodham and Mrs. 
Taylor, in pastoral dresses.” 

Performance postponed until next day on account of bad 
weather. This is the first time that a performer's name is 
mentioned. | 

January 14th, Mr. Kean’s benefit. 

The ‘* Beggars’ Opera,”—“ with entertainments between the 
acts, viz., a Harlequin Dance, a Pierot Dance, and the Drunken 
Peafant, all by a gentleman lately from London ; ‘ Mifs in her 
teens,’ and an Oratorio, to be fung by Mr. Kean.” 

“©N. B. Thofe gentlemen and ladies who pleafe to favour this 
benefit are defired to fend for their tickets either to the Theatre, 
or Printer hereof, as there will be no money taken at the doors, 
and the Curtain will rife precifely at 6 0’Clock. Boxes 5 fhillings. 
Pit 4 fhillings. Gallery 2 fhillings.” 

On this occasion is first noticed the distinction of boxes, 
which probably (as was frequently the case in London thea- 
tres at the time, when a crowded house was expected on a 
benefit night) was no more than a portion of the pit railed off, 
or, as the bills expressed it, “a portion of the Pit will be laid 
into Boxes on this occasion.” 

Messrs. Murray and Kean were the managers of the com- 
pany, and as such claimed precedence in the run of benefits. 
The latter was evidently a favorite, and was honored on his 
benefit night with an unusual crowd, some of those who had 
bought tickets in advance not being able to obtain admission. 
This occasioned so much dissatisfaction, that the publisher of 
the Postboy, to exculpate him from intentional wrong, issued 
the following card on the 21st: 

‘‘ Whereas feveral reports have been unkindly fpread that Mr. 


Kean, on his benefit night on Monday laft, had caufed a greater 
number of tickets to be printed than the houfe would hold, this 
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is to certify that (according to the beft of my knowledge) there 
were but 161 Pit tickets, 10 Boxes, and 121 Gallery tickets 
printed in all, and it is well known that as large a number have 
been in the houfe at one time. 

(Signed) James PARKER. 


‘““N. B. Though it was then determined not to receive any 
money at the door, it was afterwards found impracticable to 
be followed without great offence, and fuch whofe bufinefs could 
not permit to come in time, have fince had their money returned.” 


The following was also issued by Mr. Kean himself: 

‘Whereas it has been reported that Mrs. Taylor in playing 
her part at my benefit, endeavoured to perform it in a worfe man- 
ner than fhe was capable (!) and that it was done on account of 
a falling out between us: This is therefore to certify that there 
was no fuch difference between her and me, and that I believe 
her being out fo much in her part, was owing to her not getting 
the part in time. (Signed) ‘THOMAS KEAN,” 

The number of tickets issued on this occasion would clearly 
indicate the capacity of the house, if it were certain how 
many were comprised in the boxes, but it is a reasonable 
supposition that more than ten seats were included under that 
designation. The benefits of Mr. Tremain, Mr. Scott, Mrs. 
Taylor, Miss Osborn, and Mr. Woodham follow successively 
without producing any new piece, except the farce of “Da- 
mon and Phillida.” 

February 25th, Mrs. Taylor advertises a second benefit with 
“Richard 3d,” “Damon and Phillida,” and the Dialogue of 
“Jocky and Jenny,” to be sung by herself and Mr. Woodham. 


Her bill has the following :—N. B. ‘* Asthere was not much 
company at ‘ Love tor Love’ (the play performed for her previous 
benefit) the Managers took the profit arifing by that night to them- 
felves, and gave Mrs. Taylor another benefit, who hopes the 
Ladies and Gentlemen that favoured the other benefits will be fo 
kind as to favour her with their company.” 


Miss Nancy George had her name up for a benefit on the 
4th of March, which being “attended with bad weather and 
other disappointments, the company took that night to them- 
selves, and agreed to give her a benefit on the 11th,’ when 
the “Orphan” and the “ Mock Doctor” were presented for the 
last time. March 18th, it is stated that “the Bad Weather 
prevented playing last week, therefore this evening will be 
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presented for the last time, the ‘Fair Penitent’ and the ‘ Ly- 
ing Valet.” March 25th and April Ist, the comedy of the 
“Committee.” Monday, April 22d, the “Busy Body” and 
“Virgin Unmasked.” The following announcement is from 
the paper of the same date: 


“Mr. Kean by the advice of feveral gentlemen in town who 
are his friends, having refolved to quit the ftage and follow his 
employment of writing, (wherein he hopes for encouragement) 
and Mr. Murray having agreed to give him a night clear of all 
expenfes for his half of the Cloaths, Scenes, &c—belonging to the 
Play Houfe, it is refolved for the benefit of faid Kean, by his 
Excellency’s permiffion on Monday, the 2gth of this month, 
will be performed ‘King Richard 3d’—the part of Richard to 
be performed by Mr. Kean, being the laft time of his appearing 
on the ftage. To this tragedy will be added a farce called the 
© Beau in the Suds.’ ”’ 


The performance on the 29th, however, was changed to the 
“Busy Body” and the “Virgin Unmasked,” with the cele- 
brated ode “ Britons’ Charter,” sung by Mr. Woodham. 

“© As this will pofitively be the laft time of Mr. Kean’s ap- 
pearing upon the ftage, he honeftly hopes all gentlemen and 
ladies, and others, who are his well-wifhers, will be fo kind as to 
favour him with their Company.” 

In the summer of 1752, Kean had resumed his position on 
the stage, and was playing with Murray, Scott, and Miss Os- 
born, at Annapolis, Md. 


Monday, May 6th, “Sir Harry Wildair,” being the sequel to 
the “Trip to the Jubilee,” with “Damon and Phillida,” for the 
benefit of Master Dickey Murray, “ who humbly hopes that the 
ladies and gentlemen will be so kind as to favour him with 
their Company.” May 13th, Messrs. Tremain and Scott’s bene- 
fit—the “ Beggars’ Opera” and “ Virgin Unmasked.” 

‘“¢N. B. If any Lady or Gentleman has the farce, called the 
‘Intriguing Chambermaid,’ and will lend it awhile to the Play- 
ers, it will be gratefully acknowledged.” 

May 20th, Mr. Woodham’s benefit—the “Busy Body” and 
“ Hob in the Well.” 

June 3d, Mrs. Taylor and Miss Osborn’s benefit—the “ Dis- 
trest Mother” and the “Walking Statue, or, the Devil in the 
Wine Cellar.” 
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June roth, benefit of Mr. Jago, ‘* Who humbly hopes that all 
ladies and gentlemen will be fo kind as to favour him with their 
Company, as he never had a benefit before, and is juft out of pri- 
fon.” 


He had probably been incarcerated for debt, that being 
accounted a crime, and punishable as such in those days. 
His play was the “ Distrest Mother.” 

“On Thurfday evening next, June 13th, will be performed 
the Tragedy of ‘George Barnwell,’ to which will be added the 
* Devil on two Sticks,’ for the benefit of Mrs. Davis, who hopes 
as the play is granted to enable her to buy off her time, that the 
Ladies and Gentlemen who are charitably inclined will favour 
her benefit, and their humble petitioner as in duty bound fhall 
ever pray.” 

Long before this time, and for more than thirty years after, 
it was a common custom for captains of vessels to bring over 
poor immigrants, and sell them on arrival for limited periods 
to those who would advance tbe money for their passages. 
They were called Redemptioners, and by agreement with 
their purchasers frequently earned sufficient means to buy 
their time previous to its expiration. Mrs. Davis no doubt 
belonged to this class, of whom many became the parents of 
aristocratic families north and south. 


Monday, June 17th, for the benefit of widow Ofborn. The 
“¢ Diftreft Mother,” and ‘* Beau in the Suds.” 


“© As ’tis the firft time this Poor Widow has had a benefit, 
and having met with divers late hardfhips and misfortunes, ’tis 
hoped all charitable, benevolent Ladies, and others, will favour 
her with their company.” 


Thursday, 20th, Mrs. Leigh’s benefit. 

Monday, July 8th, Mr. Smith’s benefit—the “ Recruiting 
Officer” and “Damon and Phillida,” being the last time of 
acting in this town. 

Although Dunlap does not deign to acknowledge this com- 
pany of comedians, he must have been aware of its existence, 
for in speaking of Philadelphia, he says, “ As early as 1749, 
it is on record that the Magistracy of the City had been dis- 
turbed by some idle young men perpetrating the murder of 
sundry plays in the skirts of the town, but the culprits had 
been arrested, and bound over to their good behaviour, after 
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confessing their crime, and promising to spare the poor poets 
for the future.” 

This was, doubtless, the company of Murray and Kean, who 
came from Philadelphia to New York, and which he con- 
siders of too low a grade to again notice. But the censures 
of the Philadelphia Magistrates should not have weighed 
with one who knew that in Great Britain all traveling act- 
ors, however eminent their talent, were but vagabonds in 
the eyes of the law. It is not probable that these pioneer 
Thespians were highly distinguished in their profession, but 
that they were entirely devoid of merit can scarcely be sup- 
posed, as on several occasions we hear of their being honored 
with overflowing audiences; and that they were generally 
well patronized is shown from their playing from March 5th, 
1750, to July 8th, 1751, with the exception of six weeks in 
the summer of the former year. A traveling company of 
superior grade can now (1866) rarely secure a season exceed- 
ing a fortnight in a town of ten thousand inhabitants. 

In point of numbers, they were sufficient for the perform- 
ance of all ordinary plays, as may be seen by the list of names, 
viz. Murray, Kean, Tremain, Woodham, Jago, Scott, Leigh, 
Smith, Moore, Marks, Master Murray, Miss Osborn, Miss 
George, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Osborn, Mrs. Leigh, Mrs. Davis, 
and perhaps others, for these are only those announced for 
benefits. In fact, they are clearly entitled to the honor (if 
honor it be) of being the first of whom we have any vestige 
of information, to introduce the acted drama in the city of 
New York, and the names of Murray and Kean stand at the 
head of the list of American Theatrical Managers. 

At the conclusion of their season, the company perhaps dis- 
banded, for on the 26th of August, 1751, the following adver- 
tisement appeared in the Postboy: 

*« John Tremain having declined the Stage, propofes to follow 
his bufinefs of Cabinet Maker, and at the houfe of Mr. Norwood 
near the Long Bridge, all gentlemen and others may be fupplied 
at the cheapeit rates.”’ 

This determination did not long continue, for he is found 
treading the boards again a few months later. 
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The next Manager who appeared was Robert Upton, whose 
treachery to his employers was justly though unwittingly 
punished by the neglect of the public. The following ad- 
vertisement, on Monday, December 23d, 1751, was the prelude 
to his first appearance : 

“By his Excellency’s Permifiion, on Thurfday Evening next 
(December 26th) at the Theatre in Naffau St., will be prefented 
by a new Company of Comedians, a Tragedy called ‘ Othello, 
Moor of Venice,’ to which will be added, a Dramatick Enter- 
tainment wrote by the celebrated Mr. Garrick, called * Lethe.’ ” 

* Boxes 5 fhillings. Pit 4 fhillings. Gallery 2 fhillings.” 

Monday, Dec. 80th, the same bill. 

January 6th, 1752, the “ Provoked Husband,” and “ Lethe.” 

“« 13th, the “Fair Penitent” and “Miller of Mans- 
field,” with the following N. B.: 


“Mr. Upton to his great difappointment not meeting with en- 
couragement enough to fupport his Company for the feafon, in- 
tends to fhorten it by performing 5 or 6 plays only, for benefits, 
and begins with his own on Monday, 20th inft. His play is a 
celebrated Comedy called ‘ Tunbridge Walks,’ or the ‘ Yeoman 
of Kent,’—his Entertainment, the ‘ Lying Valet :’ and as hitherto 
encouragement has been little, hopes the gentlemen and ladies 
will favour him that night. 

“© As Mr. Upton is an abfolute ftranger, if in his application he 
fhould have omitted any Gentleman or Lady’s Houfe or Lodging, 
he humbly hopes they’l] impute it to want of information, not of 


refpect.”” 

The custom at the time was for a beneficiary to wait upon 
all patrons of the theatre and solicit their attendance on his 
particular night. 

January 23d, 1752, Mr. Tremain’s benefit.—* Richard 3d,” 
by Mr. Upton, and “Lethe.” Tickets of Mr. Tremain, at his 
lodgings in Wyncoop Street, near the Long Bridge. 

Wyncoop Street is the present Bridge Street, so called from 
the circumstance of a bridge existing for many years in Broad 
Street, over running water, at the junction of the two streets. 

February 17th, Benefit of the poor Widow Osborn.— 
“ Richard 3d,” and “Sir John Cockle at Court.” 


February 20th.—* Abfolutely the laft time of performing here, 
for the benefit of Mrs. Upton, a Tragedy never played here, 
called ‘ Venice Preferved,’—and ‘ Mifs in her teens,’ with Mufick 
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and Dancing between the a&ts. N. B. The company affure the 
publick they are perfect, and hope to perform to fatisfaction.”’ 

Notwithstanding the above announcement, the theatre must 
have remained open, for on the 2d of March appeared the fol. 
lowing: . 

“The play for this night as ufual, and on Wednefday (4th), 
which will certainly be the laft night of attempting to perform 
here, (the veflel in which Mr. Upton goes, failing the latter part 
of the week,) will be acted the ‘ Fair Penitent,’ and the * Honeft 
Yorkfhireman,’ the part of Lavinia to be attempted by Mrs. 
Tremain, and a farewell epilogue, adapted to the occafion, by 
Mr. Upton.” 

The character of this Mr. Upton will be more clearly dis. 
played in a communication which will shortly follow, in 
which his name figures in a conspicuous but most unen- 
viable light. His company, besides himself and wife, appears 
to have been composed of the remnants of his predecessors’, and 
not to have given “ satisfaction.” His after life is unknown. 

From the preceding records, it will be seen that up to this 
period there had been represented in New York no less than 
twenty plays, and fifteen farces. 

The first series, under Murray and Kean, included “Rich- 
ard 3d,” “Cato,” “George Barnwell,” “Fair. Penitent,” “Dis- 
trest Mother,” “Orphan,” “Spanish Friar,” “Beaux Strata- 
gem,” “Love for Love,” “Amphitryon,” “Committee,” “Bold 
Stroke for a Wife,” “Busy Body,” “Sir Harry Wildair,” “Re- 
cruiting Officer,” “ Beggars’ Opera,” “Beau in the Suds,” 
“Mock Doctor,” “Stage Coach,” “Devil to Pay,” “Miss in 
her teens,” “Damon and Phillida,” “Lying Valet,’ “ Virgin 
Unmasked,” “ Hob in the Well,” “Walking Statue,” and 
“ Devil on two Sticks.” 


Under Upton’s management, several of the above were re- 
peated, with the addition of “Othello,” “Venice Preserved,” 
“ Provoked Husband,” “Tunbridge Walks,” “Lethe,” “ Miller 
of Mansfield,” “ Honest Yorkshireman,” and “ Sir John Cockle 
at Court.” 

Shakspeare’s tragedy of “Richard 3d” is the first play 
known to have been acted in New York, and Thomas Kean 
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is the first known representative here of the crook-backed 
usurper. Dryden’s “Spanish Friar” is the first comedy per- 
formed here ; Gay’s “ Beggars’ Opera” the first musical drama, 
and Coffey’s “ Beau in the Suds” (called in London the “ Fe- 
male Parson”) the first farce. 


Notr.—Bernard, in his posthumous papers, entitled the “ Early Days of the 
American Stage,” asserts that Moody, afterwards the celebrated representative of 
Irish character, was its actual founder, in the Island of Jamaica, W. I. Being 
there in 1745, he joined a company of amateurs, and proposed the establishment 
of a regular theatre, which being acceded to, he returned to England, secured a 
number of actors, whose names have nut transpired, and in the following winter 
opened the first temple to Thespis reared in the colonies. In the course of four 
years he amassed a small fortune, but, his company having become thinned, he 
again returned to England for recruits, when he received an offer from Garrick for 
Drury Lane, which changed his intention of settling in America. He bad, how- 
ever, already engaged a company, consisting of Douglass, Morris. Kershaw, 
Smith, Daniels, and their wives, with a Miss Hamilton for leading actress, who 
carried out his original plan, and reached Jamaica in 1751, being the second 
professiunal troupe that crossed the Atlantic. and the first of which there exists 
any personal record. 

The report of Moody's great success induced the formation of Hallam’s com- 
pany for the continental colonies, and its ultimate transfer to Jamaica in 1754-5, 
where the two companies wisely joined their strength, instead of wasting it in 
opposition. Douglass, subsequently marrying the widow of Hallam, became the 
leading shareholder of the concern, and with Mr. and Mrs. Morris, and its other 
members, came to New York in 1759. Bernard gives Mr. Morris as his authority 
for this statement, and it is no doubt a reliable one. 
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CHAPTER II. 


NASSAU STREET THEATRE, A. D. 1753.—HALLAM’S COMPANY. 


OR more than a year the Dramatic Throne of New 
York appears to have been unoccupied; but in 
June, 1753, Hallam’s company, which had played 
with great success in Virginia, arrived here, and on the mana- 
ger attempting to sway the sceptre, met with an opposition 
as strong as unexpected, and was denied permission to per- 
form. 
Mr. Lewis Hallam and his coadjutors tell their own story 
so plainly in Gaine’s New York Mercury of July 2d, 1753, 
that we extract it bodily. 


“The Cafe of the London Company of Comedians, lately 
arrived from Virginia, humbly fubmitted to the Confideration of 
the Publick ; whofe fervants they are, and whofe protection they 
intreat. 

“¢ As our Expedition to New York feems likely to be attended 
with a very fatal Confequence, and ourfelves haply cenfured for 
undertaking it without aflurance of fuccefs,—We beg leave 
humbly to lay a true ftate of our cafe before the worthy inhabit- 
ants of this city; if poflible endeavour to remove thofe great 
obftacles which at prefent lie before us, and give very fufficient 
reafons for our appearance in this part of the world where we all 
had the moft fanguine hopes of meeting a very different recep- 
tion; little imagining that in a City—to all appearance fo polite 
as this, the Mufes would be banifhed, the works of the immortal 
Shakefpeare and others, the greateft ‘geniufes England ever pro- 
duced, deny’d admittance among them, and the inftructive and 
elegant entertainment of the Stage utterly protefted againtt: 
when without boafting we may venture to affirm that we are 
capable of fupporting its dignity with proper decorum and regu- 
larity. 

“In the infancy of this fcheme it was propofed to Mr. 
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William Hallam, now of London, to colle& a Company of 
Comedians and fend them to New York and other colonies 
of America. Accordingly he affented and was at vaft ex- 
pence to procure Scenes, Cloaths, People, &c., &c., and 
in Oober, 1750, fent out to this place Mr. Robert Upton 
in order to obtain permiffion to perform, erect a building and 
fettle everything againft our arrival ; for which fervice Mr. 
Hallam advanced no inconfiderable fum. But Mr. Upton 
on his arrival found here that fett of pretenders with whom 
he joined, and unhappily for us quite neglected the bufinefs 
he was fent about from England; for we never heard from 
him after. 

‘‘ Being thus deceived by him, the company was at a ftand 
till April, 1752, when by the perfuafion of feveral gentlemen 
in London, and Virginia Captains, we fet fail on board of Mr. 
William Lee (Mafter of the fhip ‘Charming Sally’) and ar- 
rived after a very expenfive and tedious voyage at York 
River, on the 28th of June following, where we obtained 
leave of his Excellency the Governor, and performed with 
univerfal applaufe and met with the greateft encouragement ; 
for which we are bound by the ftrongeft obligations to ac- 
knowledge the many and repeated inftances of their fpirit 
and generofity. 

“We were there Eleven Months before we thought of re- 
moving, and then afking advice we were again perfuaded to come 
to New York, by feveral gentlemen whofe names we can men- 
tion, but do not think proper to publifh. They told us we 
fhould not fail of a genteel and favourable reception—-that the 
Inhabitants were generous and polite—naturally fond of Diver- 
fions rational, particularly thofe of the Theatre: nay they even 
told us that there was a very fine Play Houfe building and that 
we were really expected. 

‘¢ This was encouragement fufficient for us as we thought, 
and we came firmly aflured of fuccefs: but how far our expecta- 
tions are anfwered, we fhall leave to the Candid to determine, 
and only beg leave to add, That as we are People of no Eftates, 
it cannot be fuppofed we have a Fund fufficient to bear up 
againft fuch unexpected Repulfes. A Journey by Sea and 
Land, Five Hundred Miles is not undertaken without money. 
Therefore if the worthy Magiftrates would confider this in 
our Favour, that it would rather turn out a Publick Ad- 
vantage and Pleafure, than a Private Injury, They would, 
we make no doubt grant us permiffion and give us an op- 
portunity to convince them that we were not caft in the 
fame mould with our Theatrical Predeceflors; or that in 
Private Life or Publick Occupation we have the leaft affinity 
to them.” 
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The company brought with them a certificate from Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, recommending them as come- 
dians, and testifying to the propriety of their behavior as 
men. This testimonial was probably well deserved, for no 
printed document or traditional report has ever impeached 
their personal characters; and in professional skill they no 
doubt could be classed with the best provincial companies of 
England. Several of the corps had occupied respectable 
positions on the London stage. 

Edward Holland was still Mayor of New York, and Ad- 
miral Clinton still nominally Governor, although he had 
sent in his resignation. The City Council had strenuously 
opposed the licensing of the new company, but Governor 
Clinton probably yielded to the solicitation of Hallam, 
.backed by some gentlemen of influence, and accorded 
him the necessary permission to perform; for we can hardly 
suppose it was the act of his unfortunate successor, Sir Dan- 
vers Osborn, who arrived from England on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1753, took the oath of office on the 12th, and was 
found lifeless by his own hand on the 13th; or that of Lieut. — 
Gov. De Lancey, on whom the duties of the office thereafter 
devolved. Be this as it may—in the Mercury of the 17th 
September appeared the following notice: 

““The Company of Comedians who arrived here the paft 
Summer, having obtained permiffion from proper authority to 
act, have built a very fine, large and commodious New Theatre 
in the place where the old one ftood, and having got it in good 
order defign to begin this evening. As they propofe to tarry 
here but a fhort time, we hear they defign to perform three 
times a week.” 

The new theatre was not only a far more commodious and 
convenient structure than the preceding, but was furnished in 
a manner every way superior to it, in scenery, dresses, and 
decorations. It is greatly to be regretted that no drawing or 
printed description exists of this the first building in New 
York erected expressly for dramatic representations. The 
following is the opening bill: 
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‘“¢ By his Excellency’s Authority. 


‘‘ By a Company of Comedians from London, at the New 
THEATRE in Naflau Street. The prefent evening, being the 
17th of September (1753) will be prefented a Comedy, by Sir 
Richard Steele, called 

THE CONSCIOUS LOVERS. 
The part of Young Bevil to be performed by Mr. Ricsy. 
The part of Mr. Sealand to be performed by Mr. Matong. 


Myrtle . : : : - ‘ : ; by Mr. Crarxson. 
Sir John Bevil . ; ; ‘ ; : ‘ . ; Mr. Bett. 
Cimberton ; : ‘ : . ‘ ~ Mr. Micurr. 
Humphrey . ‘ : : : i ‘ ‘ ‘ : Mr. Apcocx. 
Daniel . : ; : . Mafter Lewis HaLcam. 
“and, The part of Tom to be saqforied oo » ee © « «© «6 Mr. SINGLETON. 
The part of Phillis to be performed by. . . . . ~. . Mrs. Beccevey. 
Mrs. Sealand ‘ ‘ , ; ; : by Mrs. Crarxson. 
Ifabella : ; ; ‘ : . ; : ‘ ‘ : Mrs. Riasy. 
Lucinda ‘ ; ; : » Mifs Harram. ‘ 
“And, the part of Indiana to be ere by eo e © © « «© « Mrs. Harram. 


To which will be added the Ballad Farce, called 
DAMON AND PHILLIDA. 


Damon. . . . . by Mr. Ancocx. Aegon... » by Mr. Riasy. 
Arcas . . 4. Mr. Bett. Corydon. . . . . Mr. CLarxson. 
Mopius. . . . . Mr. Hattam.| Cymon . ... . Mr. MIccrer. 


And, the part of Phillida to be performed by Mrs. Beccecey. 
A new occafional Prologue, to be fpoken by Mr. Riasy. 
An Epilogue (addreffed to the Ladies), by Mrs. Hatram. 


Prices. — Box, 8 fhillings. Pit, 6 fhillings. Gallery, 3 fhillings. 
No perfon whatever to be admitted behind the fcenes. 
N. B.—Gentlemen and Ladies that choofe tickets, may have 
them at the new Printing Office in Beaver Street.! 
To begin at 6 o’clock.” | 


William Hallam, the originator of this company, had been 
the manager of the theatre in Goodman's Fields, London, 
where, in 1742, he succeeded Giffard, who the year before 
had there introduced Garrick to the London stage. The re- 
jected of the Theatres Royal created an excitement so in- 
tense, that Fleetwood (of Drury Lane) was glad to give both 
Garrick and Giffard an engagement for the next season. The 
loss of such attraction proved fatal to the new manager of 
Goodman’s Fields, ss in 1750, found himself a bankrupt. 


1 Office of the Postboy. Tickets were likewise suld by Hugh Gaine, at the office of the 
Mercury, in Hanover square. 
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The winding up of his affairs, however, proved so satisfactory 
to his creditors, that they not only released a portion of their 
claims against him, but presented him with the wardrobe 
and other theatrical properties of the establishment. With 
this capital he conceived the idea of sending a company of 
players to the colonies, and engaging his brother Lewis in 
the scheme, he confided its entire management to his care, 
after dispatching the heretofore mentioned Mr. Upton to 
prepare the way for their reception. 

The company was formed on the sharing plan, and con- 
sisted of twelve adult individuals and the three children of 
Lewis Hallam. The shares were eighteen—each adult per- 
former being entitled to one, and the manager one in addi- 
tion for his services in that capacity, and one for his three 
children, and each shareholder being entitled to a benefit 
night. Four shares were assigned to the property, from 
which the profits of the speculation were to be realized by 
the originator and his brother, who were made equal partners 
in the scheme. The business is supposed to have resulted 
very favorably, for, in 1754, William Hallam arrived from 
England, where he soon returned with his proportion of the 
profits and the value of his two shares, which he sold to his 
brother Lewis for a handsome premium. Thenceforward his 
name 1s unconnected with the American stage. Lewis Hal- 
lam’s family are said to have cleared by the business more 
than £10,000, all of which was lost to them during the re- 
verses of the Revolution. 

William and Lewis Hallam were brothers of Admiral Hal- 
lam, R. N., and (with another brother, George, an actor) sons 
probably of Adam Hallam, an old and well-known performer, 
and nephews of Thomas Hallam, of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, who 
was accideatally killed by Macklin, in 1735. 

Lewis Hallam and wife had both been performers at Good- 
man’s Fields—the former as principal low comedian, the lat- 
ter as a leading actress. On coming to America they brought 
with them a daughter of fifteen, and two sons—lads of twelve 
and ten, Lewis and Adam, the former of whom was after- 
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wards, for many years, the most prominent and favorite actor 
in America. A daughter, six years old, afterwards the cele- 
brated Mrs. Mattocks, was left in London in care of her aunt 
Barrington. 

Among the male performers, Mr. Rigby was undoubtedly 
the first in consequence. He led the company in tragedy 
and high comedy, and was excellent in several characters of 
farce. His performance of the French Doctor, in “The Anato- 
mist,” rendered that farce the most attractive one on their 
list for many years, and the younger Lewis Hallam ascribed 
to his instructions most of the skill which, in after years, ren- 
dered him so great a favorite. Mr. Rigby’s name stands to 
the following characters, of which he was the first known 
representative in America, viz.: Romeo, Lord Hastings, Earl 
of Essex, Beverly, Horatio, (Fair Penitent) Valentine, (Love for 
Love) Lord Morelove, (Careless Husband) Colonel Stand- 
ard, (Constant Couple) Lord Grizzle, &c. He also played 
Richard 3d, in which he had been preceded by Kean 
and Upton. 

Mr. Hallam, although principal comedian, played many 
serious as well as comic old men. His list of parts included 
King Henry 6th, Kent, (Lear) Gloster, (Jane Shore) Ben, (Love 
for Love) Sir Amorous Vainwit, Launcelot Gobbo, Peachum, 
and others. 

Mr. Malone was prohably next in importance. He person- 
ated many first-class characters, serious and comic, including 
King Lear, Shylock, Sciolto, Sir Sampson Legend, Alderman 
Smuggler, Jobson, &c. - 

Mr. Singleton was a man of some literary talent, being 
the poet as well as the light comedian of the corps. To 
him were assigned the characters of Mercutio, Lothario, 
Gratiano, Lord Foppington, Sir Harry Wildair, Colonel 
Careless, Sharp, Fribble, Tattle, Edgar, Pyrrhus, Stukely, 
Dumont, &c. 

The prologue spoken at the openisg of the new Theatre 
was written by Mr. Singleton for the company’s debut in 
Virginia, and was thus published in the newspapers of 1758: 
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“© To this New World, from famed Britannia’s shore, 
Through boisterous seas, where foaming billows roar, 
The Muse, who Britons charm’d for many an age, 
Now sends her servants forth to tread your stage ; 
Britain’s own race, though far removed, to show 
Patterns of every virtue they should know. 

Though gloomy minds through ignorance may rail, 
Yet bold examples strike where languid precepts fail. 
The world's a stage, where mankind act their parts— 
The stage a world, to show their various arts ; 

While the soul, touched by N ature’s tenderest laws, 
Has all her passions roused in Virtue’s cause. 
Reason we hear, and coolly may approve, 

But all's inactive till the passions move. 

Such is the human mind, 80 weak, so frail, 

‘‘ Reason’s her chart, but passion is her gale.” 

Then raise the gale to waft fair Virtue o'er 

The sea of life, where Reason points the shore. 

But ah! let Reason guide the course along, 

Lest Passion, list’ning to some siren’s song, 

Rush on the rocks of Vice, where all is lost, 

And shipwreck’d Virtue renders up the ghost. 


‘Too oft, we own, the Stage, with dangerous art, 
In wanton scenes has played the siren’s part. 
Yet if the muse, unfaithful to her trust, 

Has sometimes stray’d from what is pure and just. 
Has she not oft, with awful, virtuous rage, 

Struck home at vice, and nobly trod the stage? - 
Made tyrants weep, the conscious murderer stand 
And drop the dagger from his trembling hand ? 
Then, as you treat a favorite fair’s mistake, 

Pray spare her foibles for her virtues’ sake, 

And while her chastest scenes are made appear, 
(For none but such will find admittance here,) 
The Muse's friends we hope will] join our cause, 
And crown our best endeavors with applause." 


Mr. Adcock was the principal vocalist; he played the sing- 
ing characters of Macheath, Mercury, Quaver, Sir John Love- 
rule, Damon, &c., and was made generally useful in other 
parts; indeed, it will be remarked by looking over the casts 
of the pieces performed, how every individual sunk his special 
claim to characters for the general good—the leading mem- 
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bers of the company not disdaining to assume the most trivial 
when necessary. 

Master Lewis Hallam, who performed the trifling part 
of Daniel in the comedy, was the eldest son of the manager, 
and now about thirteen years of age. He had made his first 
appearance on the stage at Williamsburg, Va, on the occasion 
of his father’s opening the theatre there, Sept. 5th, 1752, in 
the character of Portia’s servant, in the “Merchant of Venice.” 
_ He was unable to utter the single line he had to speak, but, 
bursting into tears, walked ingloriously from the stage. As 
he acquired confidence, he developed great versatility of talent, 

and during his long connection with the American stage, 
| played almost every character of importance, in all the plays 
of that period, to the fullest satisfaction of his audience. 
Young Hallam, on the return of peace, after the war of the 
Revolution, was the first to wield the sceptre of theatrical 
management in this city. He continued an interest in the 
direction until 1797, when he sold out to Mr. Dunlap, and 
remained thereafter a salaried actor only, until the 2d of 
June, 1806, when he made his last appearance in New 
York. 

In the prime of life he was slightly above the middle height, 
erect and thin, but strong, vigorous and graceful—being an 
accomplished fencer and dancer. A slight cast in one eye, 
resulting from an injury in his youth, although scarcely per- 
ceptible in characters of tragedy and high comedy, materially 
heightened the expression and effect of his features in hu- 
morous parts. He was twice married—once in early life to a 
lady in the West Indies, and afterwards to Miss Tuke, a young 
and beautiful girl, whom he introduced to the stage, and who 
became well known in New York as Mrs. Hallam. He died 
in Philadelphia, November Ist, 1808, aged, according to the 
date of his birth, as given by himself to Mr. Dunlap 68— 
according to the newspaper notice at the time, 72. Although 
a favorite in both tragedy and comedy, his abilities were more 
conspicuously shown in the latter department, in many char- 
acters of which he excelled all competitors—MMungo, in the 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 21 


“ Padlock,” being instanced as one in which he was unrivaled 
till death. 

Mrs. Hallam, his mother, who afterwards became Mrs. 
Douglass, is described as a woman of great beauty and ele- 
gance, still in the prime of life, and enabled to play the 
youthful heroines of tragedy and comedy with due effect 
Far superior to any actress who had preceded her, she retained 
for many years all the kind feelings of the public, who re- 
garded her with an admiration reaching almost to idolatry. 
She was the original actress in New York, as far as any 
printed records show, of Juliet, Cordelia, Portia, Jane Shore, 
Calista, Mrs. Beverly, Lady Betty Modish, Mrs. Sullen, Bisarre, 
and many other leading parts. In after life she declined into 
the Duchess of York, Mrs. Heidleberg and Deborah Woodcock. 
Mrs. Douglass died in Philadelphia, in 1773. 

Mrs. Becceley was the singing -actress and soubrette of the 
company. 

Miss Hallam was very young, so the juvenile walking ladies 
fell to her share, and in a few years she became a favorite 
songstress. Her progress as an actress was slow, for though 
under the management of her father and brother, it was not 
until 1772 that she reached the dignity of leading lady. Miss 
Hallam returned to England in 1774, and is thereafter un- 
known to the American stage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson, Mrs. Rigby, Mr. Bell, and Mr. 
Miller, appear to have had no distinguishing merit. 


The next announcement that we find, is for 


Sept. 24, with ‘* Tunbridge Walks,” a comedy, by Thomas 
Baker : 


Woodcock. . . . . Mr. Martone. | Jiillaria 2... Mrs. Hala. 
Reynard . . . ... . ‘© Rrapy Belinda oo. 2... ‘* BECCELEY, 
Capt. Squib. . . .. . “HALLAM, Bucy «4 ao wo 4% Miss HALLAM. 
Majden . . 2. . . ‘€ SINGLETON. Penelope. . . . Mrs. CLARKSON, 
Loveworth . . ... . © MILLER. Mrs. Goodfellow. ... *  Rirany, 


Singing and Dancing, by Mrs. Love and Mr. Huert. 
Prices reduced. Boxes, 6 fhillings. Pit, 5 fhillings. Gallery, 
3 fhillings. Money will likewife be taken at the doors. The 
Company intend to play on Mondays, Wednefdays, and Fri-, 
days. 
(Signed) Lewis Hatta. 
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Mr. Hulett had been an apprentice to William Hallam, and 
belonged to the Company as dancer and violinist. He was for 
many years after a teacher of dancing in this city. 


Oct. rf, The Conftant Couple ; 
Sir Harry Wildair . . . Mr. SINGLETON. Constable . . . . Mr. ADCOOK. 
Col. Standard. . . . . ‘* RyiGBy. Dickey . . . . . Mast L. HaLiam. 
Alderman Smuggler. . .  ‘** MALONE. Lady Lurewell. . . Mrs. HALLaM. 
Clincher, Sr. . . . » * HALLAM. Lady Darling . . . ‘S RIGBY, 
Clincher, Jr. . . . . . # ‘§* CLARKSON, Angelica. . . . . ‘* BEcogLEY. 
Vizara.. . . . .SC~SlCOS* MILLER. Parley . . . « Miss HaLLaM. 
Tom Errand... . . ‘* BELL. Porter’s Wife . . . Mrs. CLARKsoN. 
and The Anatomitft. 
Mons. Le Medecin . . . Mr. Riasy. Doctor’s Wife . . . Mrs. Riapy. 
Old Gerald. . . . . . °* CLARKSON. Angelica. . . |. “* BECCELBY. 
Young Gerald . . . . ‘% Ancock. Beatrice. . . . . ** HALEAM. 
Crispin. .. . . . ' Hatta Maid. . . . . . Miss HALLaM. 

Oct. Sth, The Confcious Lovers ; 
and The Virgin Unmafked. 
Goodwill . . . . . . Mr. Charxson. Quaver . . . . . Mr. Apcocg. 
Blister. . . . . . . =‘** MALONE, Wormwood. . . . “ MILLER. 
Coupee . .  * SINGLETON. Lucy. . . . . . Miss Hattam. 

O& a Love for Love; 
Sir Sampson bexend . . Mr. Maronsg. Jeremy ; . . Mr. Mriuer. 
Valentine . . . . * Rigby. Nurse... . .  <ApcocK! 
Tattle . . . . . . . =‘ SIna@ueton Angelica . . . . Mra. Hava. 
Scandal. . .... . “ Brun Mrs. Frail . . . . ‘* Apcook. 
Ben . “aw be eo “ES CA ADUAM, Mrs. Foresight. . . ‘** Rigby. 
Foresight a ae ** CLARKSON. Miss Prue... Miss HALLAM. 
and Tom Thumb ; the Tragedy of Tragedies, by Field- 
ing. 

Tom Thumb... ...... . . . . +. Master ADaM HaLbam. 

King Arthur. . . . . Mr. SrmnGLeron. Bailiff . . . . . Mr. CLarKson. e 
Lord Grizzle. . . . . ‘* Rrapy. Follower. . .  * Martone. . 
Noodle. . . . . « « ‘%* MILLER Queen Dollalolla. . “* Haztam! 
Doodle. . . . “ Breer Princess Huncaumunca ‘£ Apcock! 


Mrs. Adcvok, who on this occasion made her first appear- 
ance as Mrs. Frail,is probably entitled to rank as the Second 
Lady in the company. She played heavy tragedy, second 
comedy parts, and the first line of old women. 

Master Adam Hallam was the younger son of the manager. 
He played juvenile parts for some years, and in 1762 his name 
stands to Scrub, Benvolio, Slango, and a few other adult char- 
acters, after which it is not found in any bill that we have 
discovered. 


Oct. 29th, George Barnwell ; 
George Barnwell . . . . Mr. BEetu Blunt... . . ©. Mr. Mituer. 
Trueman. ..... . ‘* Rioby. Millwood . . . |. . Mra. HaLnam. 
Thoroughgood . . . . . ‘% MALONE. Maria . ... . . =‘ Brecarer. 


Uncle ...... . * ADCOCK. Lucy ... . . . * ADOOOK. 


and The Lying Valet. 
Sharp Mr. SINGLETON. Melissa... 
Gavless . : «ADCOCK. Mrs. Gadabout 
Justice Guttle . ‘6 MALONE. Mrs. Trippett 
Beau Trippett . * BELL. Kitty Pry. 
Nov. sth, The Diftreft Mother ; 
Pyrrhus . Mr. SINGLETON. Hermione . 
Orestes ** Riapy. Andromache . 
Pylades . ‘© BELL. Cephisa 
Phoenix . ‘+ CLABKSON. Cleone . 
and F lora, or Hob in the Well. 
Hob... Mr. HaLvaM. Dick 
Old Hob . ‘6 MILLE. Flora 
Sir Thomas . ** CLARKSON, Betty. 
Friendly. . “* ADpDcuockK. Hob’s Mother. 
Nov. 12th, by particular defire, King Richard d 3d 
Richard Mr. Rieby. Lord Stanley 
Henry 6th : “© HALLAM. Catesby 
Prince of Wales . Master L. HALLA™. Lieutepant ’ 
Duke of York «A. HALLAM. Queen Elizabeth 
Richmond Mr. CLAaRKsonN. Lady Anne ' 
Rockingham . ‘* MALONE. Duchess of York 
Norfolk ‘¢ MILLER. 
and The Devil to Pay. 


Sir Jobn vevemie 
Jobson . ‘ 
Footman 
Coachman 


Nov. roth, 


Macheath . 
Peachum . 
Lockit . 

Fileh .. . 
Mat o’ the Mint : 
Wat Dreary 


Nov. 26th, 


Colonel Careless . 
Colone) Blant 
Mr. Dav. 

bel Day . 
Obadiah 
Teague. 
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Mr. Avcocsg. 
‘© MALONE. 
‘6 SINGLETON. 
** Riasy. 


Lady Loverule 
Nell ‘ 
Lucy 

Lettice 


The Beggars’ Opera. 


Mr. ADoock. 
Ss HALLAM. 
‘* MALONE. 
‘6 MILLER. 

‘6 BRLL. 

‘* SINGLETON. 


Nimming Ned 
Moll Brazen . 
Polly 

Lucy : 
Mrs. Peachum 
Jenny Diver. 


The Committee. 


Mr. Singleton. 
‘* BELL. 
‘* MaLone. 
‘* CLARKSON. 
‘6 MILLER. 
‘#6 HALLAM. 


Bailiff 

Mrs. Day . 
Ruth ; 
Arabella . 
Mrs. Chat. 


To this bill v was wapnanaed the following : 


N. B.—‘* Gentlemen and Ladies that intend to favour us 
with their company, are defired to come by Six o’Clock, 
being determined to keep to our hour, as it would be a great 
inconvenience to them to be kept out late, and as a means 
to prevent difappointment.”’ 


The gee Hufband ; 


Dec. 34, 


Lord Morelove . 
Lord Foppington 
Sir Charles Easy 


and 


Mercury ... 
Charon. ... 
Esop . . 

FineG entieman . ° 
Old Man... 


- Mr. Riasy. 
: *¢ SINGLETON. 
- " MILLER. 


Lady Ensy . . . 
Lady Graveairs . 
Lady Betty Modish 
Edging . .. .« 


Lethe. 


- Mr. Apcoox. 

© BELL. 

** CLARKSON, 
- ‘** SINGLETON. 
- °** MALONE. 


Frenchman. . . 
Drunken Man. 


Mra. Tattoo. 
Fine Lady .. « 


Tattoo . 2. 2. 6 
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Mrs. ADCOCK. 
“6 RIGhY. 
‘4 CLARKSON. 
Miss HALLaM. 


Mrs. ADcocK. 
‘6 HALLAM. 
se Riepy. 
Miss HaLvam. 


Mast. L. HALLAM, 
Mrs. BEccELeY. 
Miss Ha.iamM. 
Mrs. CLARKSON. 


Mr. SINGLETON. 
‘¢ ADOOCK. 

“ BELt. 
Mrs. HALLAM. 
«ADCOCK. 
“© RIGBY. 


Mrs. ADCOCK. 
** BECCELEBY. 
“LOVE. 
© CLARKSON. 


Mr. Hvuvett 
‘¢ CLARKSON, 
Mrs. BEccELeyY. 
‘¢ CLARKSON. 
‘ADCOCK. 
‘“ 6 Lovg. 


ADOOCE. 
Mrs. ADCOUK. 
‘** HALbLamM. 
“© BECCELEY. 
** CLARKSON, 


Mrs. APCOCE. 
** BEcCELEY. 


Mr. Riasy 
‘6 HALLAM. 
4s MILLER 


Mrs. ADCOCK. 
sé BECCELEY. 
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Dec. 5th, 


and 


Captain Loveit. 
Captain Flash . 


Fribble .. 
Puf . . 
Dec. 20th, 


Flder Wouldbe. 
Younyer Wouldbe. 
Richmore Ss . oe 
Trueman. 
Subtleman . 
Balderdash . 
Clearaccount 
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The Committee ; 
Mifs in her teens. 


. ADCOCK. 


CLARKSON, | 
SINGLETON. 
MILLER. 


The Twin 


Jasper . 
Mise Biddy Bellair « 2 
ade soca’ ‘ 


Rivals. 


Mr. Riany. Teague . 

* CLARKSON. Frizure. : 
BELL. Constance. . . 
‘* SINGLETON, Aurelia. . : 
66 MILLER. Mrs. Midnight 

6 MALONE. Mrs. Clearaccount . 
6 ADCOCK, Maid 


Mr. Ruiapy. 
Miss HALLaM. 
Mrs. ADCOCK. 


Mr. Hatiam. 
Mast. L. HALLAM. 
Mrs. HaLLam™. 

‘© BECCELEY. 

ss ADCOCK. 

* RIGBY. 


‘© CLARKSON. 


“ON. B. —Nothing under full price will be taken during the 
whole performance.” 

It had probably hitherto been the custom here, as it had 
been in London, and still continues there, to receive half- 
price for admission at a certain hour of the evening, com- 
mencing always before the performance of the afterpiece, 
and sometimes at the third act of the play. 


Jan. 7th, 1754, 


Sir George Truetnan . 


Tinsel 

Fantome. 
Velluin . 
Gardener 


Jan. rath, 


Lear. . 
Kent . 

Gloster . 
Edgar 

Edmund. 
Cornwall 
Albany . 


Jan. arf, 


Colonel Manly . 
Courtwell 


Sir A Winrous Vainwit 


Vulture . 
Aspen 


Jan. ae 


Romeo 
Mercutio 
Paris. 
Tibalt 
Capulet . 
Montague 


Feb. 4th, 


Beverly . 
Stukely . 
Lewson . 
Jarvis 

Dawson . 


The Drummer. 


Mr. BELL. i; Coachman. 
sf MILLER. | Butler. 
ADCOUK, Lady Truem: in 
66 MALONE, Abigail . 

‘6 HALLAN. 
King Lear. 

Mr. MALONE. Burgundy . 
** HALLAM. Usher - 
‘Oo WELL. Attendants . 
‘6 SINGLETON, Cordelia. 

‘© CLARKSON, Regau 
** MILLER. Goneril . 

66 ADCUCK. Aranthe. 


Mr. 
66 


&6 
a6 
46 


Woman’s a Riddle. 


BELL. 
SINGLETON, 
HaLLaM, 
Riapy. 
MILLER. 


Lady Outside . 
Miranda 
Clarinda 
Betty 
Necessary . 


Mr. Clarkfon’s Benefit. 


Romeo and 


. Riany, 


SINGLETON, 
ADCOCK, 
MALONE. 
RELL. 
HALLAM. 


Juliet. 


Friar Lawrence 
Balthazar . 
Peter 

Juliet. 

Lady Caputet 
Nurse 


Mr. Rigby’s Benefit. 


The Gamefter. 


. Kioby. 


SINGLETON. 
MILLER. 
HALLAM, 
CLARKSON. 


Bates... 
Mrs. Beverly . 
Chariotte 
Lucy 


Mr. SINGLETON. 

s6 CLARKSON. 
Mrs. BEcCELEY. 
** ADCOCK. 


Mr. FAoverr. 

6 RIGBY. 
Masters HALLAM. 
Mrs. HALLAM, 

“ Apcock. 

‘* BECCELBY. 


“© RIGBY. 3 
Mrs, HaALLAN. 
ANCOCK. 

“6 CLARKSON. 

“© RieBy. 

Misa HALLAM. 

Mr. CLARKNON. 
Muster L. HALLAM, 


{omitted.] 
Mrs. HALLAM. 
* Rigby. 
so ADCOCK, 


Mr. BELL. 

Mra. HALLAM, 
** BRCOCELEY. 
** CLAREDON. 
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Feb. rith, Mrs. Becceley’s benefit. 
The Earl of Effex. 
Essex : Mr. Rigsy. Lieutenant... Mr. 
Sonthampton . ss BELL. Queen Elizabeth. Mrs. 
Burleigh ‘¢ SINGLETON. Countess of Rutland 
Raleigh. ‘¢ MILLER. Countess of Nottingham ‘ 
Feb. 18th, Mr. Miller’s benefit. 
The Sufpicious Hufband ; 
Ranger. Mr, MILLER. Buckle. : Mr. 
Strictland . Ricry. Mrs. Strictland ‘ Mrs. 
Frankly 66 SINGLETON. Clarinda . " 
Kellamy. “ BELL. Lucetta Miss 
Jack Meggott . ‘¢ CLARKSON. Jacintha . Mrs. 
Tester... . Mast. L. HALLAM. Milliner ais 
and, Harlequin Skeleton. 
Harlequin Mr. Riasr. 
Feb. 25th, Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. 
The Albion Queens. 
Norfolk . Mr. SIxaueton. Gy fford Mr. 
Davison. “© Rigry. Douglhis |. 
Morton . ** MILLER. Queen Elizabeth. 
Cecil. ** BELL. Mary of Scotland e 
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Apcock. 
AnDcOocK. 
HALLAN. 
BEcCELBY. 


Ancock. 
BEccELEY. 
HALLAM. 
HALLAM. 
ADPCcockK, 
CLARKSON. 


CLARKSON. 


Mast. L. HALLAM, 
Mrs. ADCOCK. 


HALLAM. 


Hippifley’ s Celebrated Scene of the Drunken Man, 


By Mr. HALLAM, 


and, The mee Unmatked. 
Lucy Miss Hata. 
March 4th, Mrs. Rigby’ S Sencht, 
Jane Shore. 

Gloster. Mr. HALLAM. Cateshy Mr. ADCOOK. 
Hastiugs “  Riory. Ratcliff ; ‘¢ MILLER, 
Bu inont ‘6 SINGLETON. Jane Shore . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Belmouur “BELL. Alicia . ‘* ADCOCK. 

March 1 ‘a Benefit of Mifs Hallam and her two Brothers. 

Romeo and Juliet ; 

and, The Stage Coach. 
Torlough Rawer Macahone Mr. HALLAM. 
Sir Nicwlemus Somebody. . . . 2. . «6 2 ee el ‘+ MILLER. 
Captain Busil. Mr. BE. | Landlord . ‘¢ SINGLETON, 
Uncle Michar . ‘* CLARKSON, Isabella Mrs. CLARKSON. 
Fetch “  Riasy, | Dolly Miss HALLAM, 
Jolt . ‘¢ ADCOCK, 


March 18th. Laft Night of the Seafon. 
Mr. and Mrs. Love’s benefit. 
The Beggars’ Opera; and Devil to pay. 
‘¢N. B. Lewis Hallam, comedian, intending for Philadelphia, 
begs the favour of thofe having any demands upon him to bring 
in their accounts and receive their money.” 


The benefits of Mr. Hallam, Mr. Singleton, Mr. Malone, Mrs. 
4 
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Adcock, and others, probably occurred on Wednesdays or 
Fridays, as they are not announced in the Postboy, which 
was published on Mondays only, and the plays for that even- 
ing are alone advertised. The comedy of “Love for Love” 
was given one night for the benefit of the Poor. 

We have given the casts of the foregoing plays in full, not 
only because they are the earliest on record in our dramatic 
history, but for the purpose of clearly showing the “ business” 
assigned to the different members of the company. 

After the conclusion of the New York season, which lasted 
six months, Mr. Hallam visited Philadelphia, where, as in New 
York, his speculation resulted most prosperously. He went 
thence with his company to the West Indies, where he died 
in the Island of Jamaica, about 1756. His widow there mar- 
ried David Douglass, “and placed him on the theatrical 
throne of the Western hemisphere.” Mr. Douglass is repre- 
sented to have been by birth and education a gentleman. 
He continued to manage the company until the troubles 
preceding the Revolution, and last visited New York in 
1773. He finally became one of his Majesty’s judges in 
Jamaica, where he died universally respected. 


CHAPTER III. 


Cruger’s Wharf Theatre, A. D. 1758—Chapel, or Beekman Street Theatre, 
1761-6. 


H E Nassau Street Theatre remained unoccupied for 

several years, and on the arrival of Mr. Douglass in 

New York, in 1758, was found converted into a 

place of worship. Selecting a new site on Cruger’s Wharf, a 

block of buildings projecting into the East River, between 

what are now known as Coenties Slip and Old Slip, on a line 

with the present Front Street, he caused a building suitable 

tor his purpose to be erected thereon. The situation was 

probably not an eligible one, although the larger part of the 

population, which did not yet exceed twelve thousand white 

inhabitants, resided east of Broadway and below Beekman 

Street. Saint Paul’s Church was not yet built, and where 
is now the Park was an open common. 

New York in 1756 had but one Latin school, one book- 
seller, and but two houses of three stories in height. 

Sir Charles Hardy was governor at this time,—De Lancey, 
lieutenant-governor,—and John Cruger, Jr., mayor of the city. 
Douglass had built his theatre without previously obtaining 
the sanction of the gentlemen in power, and on his com- 
pany’s arrival, like his predecessor Hallam, was at first re- . 
fused a license to act. On the 6th of November, 1758, he 
published a statement in Gaine’s Mercury, in which he says, 
that “when he applied for permission to play, he had met 
with a positive and absolute denial; and although in the 
humblest manner he begged to be indulged in acting as 
many plays as would barely defray the expense of coming to 
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the city, and enable them to proceed to another, he had been 
peremptorily refused. Having given over all thoughts of 
acting, he begs leave to inform the ‘public that in a few days 
he will open a Histrionic Academy, of which notice will be 
given.” 

This being considered an attempt to evade the prohibition 
of the magistrates gave so much offense that, on the 11th of 
December, he deemed it necessary to publish the following 
explanatory statement: 


“CWhereas, I am informed that an advertifement of mine, 
which appeared fome time ago in this paper, giving notice that I 
would open an Hiftrionic Academy, has been underftood by 
many as a declaration that I had propofed under that colour to 
act plays without the confent of the Magiftracy ; 

“¢ This is, therefore, to inform the publick that fuch a conftruc- 
tion was quite foreign to my intent and meaning—that fo vain, 
fo infolent a project never once entered my head ; it is an impu- 
tation on my underftanding to imagine that I would dare, in a 
publick manner, to aim an affront on gentlemen on whom I am 
dependent for the only means that can fave us from utter ruin. 

“* All that I propofed to do was to deliver Diflertations on 
Subjects, Morar, Instructive, and ENTERTAINING, and to 
endeavour to qualify fuch as would favour me with their at- 
tendance—To SPEAK IN PUBLICK WITH PRopRiETY. But as 
fuch an undertaking might have occafioned an Enquiry into my 
Capacity, I thought the Publick would treat me with greater 
Favour—when they were informed I was deprived of any other 
means of getting my Bread, nor would that have done more 
than barely fupplied our prefent Neceffities. 

“<The expenfes of our coming here—Our Living fince our ar- 
rival, with the charge of Building, &c. (which, let me obferve, 
we had engaged for before we had any Reafon to apprehend a 
Denial), amounted to a fum that would fwallow up the profits 
of a great many nights acting, had we permiffion. 

*¢T fhall conclude with humbly hoping that thofe Gentlemen 
who have entertained an ill opinion of me from my fuppofed 
Prefumption, will do me the favour to believe that I have trul 
explained the advertifement, and that Iam to them and the Pub- 
lick 

*¢ A very humble and very Devoted Servant, 
“ Davin Douctass.” 


“ Dec. 8th, 1758.” 
Whether this tended to soften the hearts or change the 
opinion of the city magistrates or not, Mr. Douglass was 
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finally accorded the necessary permission, and on the 28th of 
December, 1758, the first performance took place in the 
Theatre on Crugers Wharf. The play was “Jane Shore,” 
with Mrs. Douglass (formerly Mrs. Hallam) as the unhappy 
heroine. Gaine’s Mercury, of January Ist, states that it was 
“acted with great applause, to a most crowded audience.” 

We have not been able to procure the casts of the plays 
during this season, but the following is from the Mercury of 
January lst, 1759: 

“At the THEATRE, 
On Mr. Cruger’s Wharf, 

This prefent Monday, will be prefented a Comedy written by 

Captain Farquhar, called 
THE INconsTANT, or the Way TO WIN HIM ; 
and the farce of the Mock Docror. 
On Wednefday, 3d Inft., a Tragedy, called 
The OrpHan, or the UNHAPPY MarRIAGE. 
On Friday, the 5th, the Comic Scenes of 
THE SPANISH FRYAR ; 

With entertainments as will be expreffed in the bills. Tickets 
to be had at the Printing Office in Hanover Square, at the 
Coffee Houfe, and at the Fountain Tavern, and nowhere elle. 

“©The Doors for the Gallery will be opened at Four O'clock, 
but the Pit and the Boxes, that Ladies may be well accommo- 
dated with feats—not till Five—and the Play begins precifely at 
S1x. 

“ Box, 8 fhillings. Pit, 5 fhillings. Gallery, 2 fhillings. 

‘© N. B.—No more tickets will be given out than the Houfe 
will hold. And pofitively no money taken at the door.” 

The plays that followed in succession were the “ Recruiting 
Officer,” and “ Lovers’ Quarrels ;” “Othello ;” “ Beaux Strata- 
gem;” “Venice Preserved,” and “Stage Coach;” “ Douglas,” 
and “Lethe ;” “Tamerlane ;” “the Drummer;” and “ Richard 
3d,” and “Damon and Phillida ;” the two latter on the evening 
of February 7th,—* being positively the last time of acting 
in this city at the Theatre on Mr. Cruger’s Wharf.” 

We have no knowledge of the changes that had occurred 
in the company since their previous visit, save that Lewis 
Hallam, Sr., was dead; and that Mr. Douglass and young 
Lewis Hallam, now eighteen years of age, each took a prom- 
inent part in the performances, Mrs. Douglass being still 
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the leading lady. Probably Rigby and Singleton were no 
longer connected with it, as young Hallam epoke the Pro- 
logue on the opening night, veferting to which Mr. Doug- 
lass published the following letter to the editor of the Mer- 
cury, of January 8th: ; 


6¢ SIR, 

“Be pleafed to give the enclofed Prologue and Epilogue 
fpoken at the Opening of the New Theatre in this City a place 
in your columns. ‘They were both written in North America, 
and generoufly fent us by the ingenious author, to whom we 
acknowledge ourfelves greatly obliged, and as we cannot im- 
agine the difficulty we met with in obtaining liberty to act here 
proceeded from any ill opinion thofe in authority had of a well 
regulated ftage, but rather from a tender regard to the miftaken 
notions of others—we humbly beg leave to embrace this oppor- 
tunity of recommending this performance to the candid perufal 
of fuch unprejudiced though, we doubt not, well-meaning minds. 

“¢ They will be found we imagine on examination, to contain 
a fenfible, elegant, and impartial ftate (ment) of the true nature 
and ufe of Theatrical Entertainments which, as the famous Mr. 
Addifion exprefles it, ‘were invented for the accomplifhment 
and refining of human nature.’ | 

“©It would be ungrateful likewife on this occafion to omit 
making our Thankful acknowledgments to the Town for the 
generous Encouragement given much beyond our merit by the 
crowded Houfes fince we began to perform; but if the affidu- 
ous endeavours to the utmoft of our abilities to pleafe, can make 
any amends for our deficiencies, we flatter ourfelves with the 
kind continuance of their favours, which fhall ever be gratefully 
acknowledged, by Sir, (in the name of the Company) 

“The Town’s moft obedient Servant, 
“PD. Douctass.” 


The prologue was the one originally written by Mr. Single- 
ton, and spoken by Mr. Rigby at the opening of the Nassau 
Street Theatre, in 1753. The epilogue, Dunlap supposes to 
have been written by the same author, and was delivered on 
this occasion by Mrs. Douglass. It is worthy of preservation, 
and we here transcribe it as printed at the time: 


‘‘ Much has been said, at this unlucky time, 
To prove the treading of the stage a crime , 
Mistaken zeal, in terms oft not so civil, 
Consigns both plays and players to the devil ; 
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Yet wise men own a play, well chose, may teach 
Such, useful morals as the parsons preach ;— 
May teach the heatt another’s grief to know, 
And melt the soul in tears of generous woe. 


‘‘ 8o when the unhappy .virtuous fair complains, 
In Shakspeare, Lee, or Otway’s dying strains, 
The narrowest hearts expanded wide appear, 
And soft Compassion drops the pitying tear. 


“ Or would you warn the thoughtless youth to shun 
Such dangerous arts, which numbers have undone, 
A Barnwell’s fate can never fail to move, 

And strike with shame and terror lawless love. 
Then plunged in ruin, with a virtuous wife, 

The Gamester weeps, despairs, and ends his life. , 
When Cato bleeds he spends his latest breath 

To teach the love of country strong in death. 

With such examples, and a thousand.more, 

Of god-like men who lived in times before, 

The tragic muse, renewing every age, 

Makes the dead heroes tread the living stage. 


‘‘ But when to social gayety inclined, 
"Our comic muse shall feast the cheerful mind, 
Fools of all sorts, and fops, a brainless crew, 
To raise your mirth we'll summon to your view ; 
Make each pert coxcomb merry with his brother, 
Whilst knaves concealed shall grin at one another. 
’Tis magio ground we tread, for at our call 
Those knights appear that represent you all. 
Yet, hold! methinks I hear some enarler cry, 
‘Pray, madam, why so partial—rat me—why 
Don’t you do justice on your own sweet sex— 
Are there no prudes, coquettes, or jilts to vex ?” 
"Tis granted ; vice and folly’s not confined 
To man alone, but spreads to womankind. 
We frankly own—we may indeed as well— 
For every fluttering beau we've an affected belle. 
Nor has dramatic Satire’s candid page 
Failed to chastise them justly on the stage. 


‘* Thus human life’s our theme, 8 spacious field, 
Which the soul’s noblest entertainments yield. 
By men of worth admired from ancient time, 
Who Nature's picture never judged a crime ; 
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And if the soul in Nature’s cause we move, 

Why should the friends of Nature disapprove? 

We trust they do not, by the splendid sight 

Of sparkling eyes that grace our scenes to-night. 
Then bravely dare to assert the taste you’ve shown, 
Nor be ashamed so just a cause to own; 

And tell our foes what Shakespeare said of old, 
(Our Latin motto speaks it, I am told,) 

That here the world in miniature you see, 

And all mankind are players as well as we.” 


The motto on the proscenium of the theatre was “Totus 
Mundus aget Histrionem.” 

After the Thespians vacated the Cruger’s Wharf Theatre, 
the building, which was probably slight, and intended only 
for temporary occupation, was taken down, and its site oc- 
cupied for other purposes. 

In the beginning of August, 1761, his Honor Lieutenant- 
Governor Colden was pleased to give Mr. Douglass permis- 
sion to build a Theatre to perform in the ensuing winter. 
This was in opposition to the wishes of the Assembly, and of 
the Mayor, (Cruger) who endeavored, but in vain, to prevent 
theatrical entertainments, which they looked upon as detri- 
mental to good morals. The new Theatre was erected on the 
south-westerly side of Beekman Street, then called Chappel 
Street, (from St. George’s Chapel, which had been erected 
in 1752) just below Nassau Street, at a cost of $1,625, and 
was calculated to hold an audience of $450. The value of 
scenery and wardrobe was set down at $1,000. The opposi- 
tion at the period of opening was so great, that Mr. Douglass 
was at first allowed a season of only two months, of two 
nights per week, or sixteen nights in all, but subsequently 
the time was extended and covered a term of more than five 
months. The opening took place on Thursday, the 19th of 
November, 1761, with the tragedy of the “Fair Penitent,” 
and the farce of “ Lethe ;” and was followed on Monday, the 
23d, with the performance of the comedy of the “ Provoked 
Husband,” which drew an overflowing audience. For the 
26th, we copy the original bill, one of which is yet in exist- 
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ence, and carefully preserved at Windust’s Restaurant in 
Ann Street. At this period, and for a long time after, bills 
of the play were printed a day or two previou3 to the time of 
performance, and distributed throughout the town, not only 
at stores and public houses, but at private residences. 


‘© By Permiffion of his Honour, the Lieutenant Governor, 
a Company of Comedians, 
At the NEW THEATRE in Chapel Street, on Thurfday 
next, being the 26th day of November inftant, will be 
prefented a tragedy, written by Shakfpeare, called 


HAMLET, PRINCE OF DENMARK, 


Hamlet. .. . . Myr. Hata. Lucianus. . .. . Mr. ToMLInson. 
Rings 3. 4 8 & 4 ‘© DougLass. Francisco. . . . ‘s TREMAIN. 
Horatio. ... . .  * Reap. Gravediggers. . . . ‘* QUELCH 
Ghost. .... . ** QUELCH. and ‘' ToMLINSON. 
Polonius .... . 6 Mokeis. Queen Gertrude. . . Mrs. DouGLass. 
Dd 2 ‘© ALLYN. Ophelia... . . ‘¢ Morrie. 
Marcellus... “© A. HALLAM. PlayerQueen. . . . ‘“* HALLAM. 


Guildepstern .. STURT. 


To which will be added a ballad farce, called 


A WownperR! an Honest YORKSHIREMAN. 
Gaylove . . . .. Mr. QUELCH. | Qapseul! . . . Mr. Sturt. 


Blinder... oo hes ‘6 ALLYN. Arubella . . . .). Mrs. Morris. 
Slanzo. . . ow, ‘© A. HALLAM. Combrush. . . . . “© DOUGLASS. 
Mackworm. ** Morris. 


‘““Mr. Douglafs will be obliged to thofe ladies and gentlemen 
who had not an opportunity of delivering their tickets at the 
“¢ Provoked Hujfband,” to fend them to his lodgings, at Mr. 
Keen’s, confectioner, on Hunter’s Quay. Thofe ladies who 
would have places kept in the boxes will pleafe to fend a fenfible 
fervant to the theatre at three o’clock every play-day. 

‘© No money will be taken at the door, nor any perfon ad- 
mitted without tickets, which are to be fold by H. Gaine, 
Printer, Bookfeller, and Stationer, at the Bible and Crown, in 
Hanover Square. 

“< Boxes, 8 fhillings. Pit, 5 fhillings. Gallery, 3 fhillings. 
‘The doors to be opened at four, and the play to begin precifely 
at fix o’clock. 

‘© No perfon can be admitted behind the fcenes. 

New York, November 24th, 1761.” 


This is the first intimation that we have of the performance 
of Shakspeare’s masterpiece in the City of New York. 

The company now retained none of its original members, 
save the Hallam family, and if Mr. Tremain, whose name 
stands to Francisco in the tragedy, be the same person who 
was connected with Murray and Kean, and Upton’s company, 
his position had become wonderfully changed. The Mrs. 
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Hallam of this season, was undoubtedly the Miss Hallam of 
previous and succeeding ones, judging by the characters she 
played, in connection with the fact that it was not unusual at 
this period for ladies somewhat out of their teens to be so des- 
ignated, and that it has been the conceded privilege of theat- 
rical ladies, at all times, to call themselves whatever fancy 
suggests or circumstances demand. 

Mr. Hallam (the Master Lewis Hallam of 1753) was now 
the favorite hero of the stage, and probably exercised a great 
influence in its management. He seems to have enjoyed a 
monopoly of the leading parts in tragedy and comedy, with a 
few exceptional ones, which probably, from choice, he con- 
ceded to Mr. Douglass. The latter is described as a sensible 
though not an eminent performer. 

Adam Hallam was still young, and did not develop the 
marked ability of his brother. 

Owen Morris, who made his first appearance in Polonius, 
was long after attached to the corps as the “comic old man,” 
and continued playing as long as age permitted, and until he 
had become shriveled with years, and palsied in voice and 
action. He died in New York, November 1809, aged 90, ac- 
cording to Dunlap—or 84, according to W. B. Wood. His pres- 
ent wife was an actress of great and varied usefulness. Her 
line of characters ranged from Ophelia, to the Nurse in 
“Romeo and Juliet,” and from Nell in “the Devil to Pays” 
to Hermione in “the Distrest Mother.” 

She was attached to the company for several years, and was 
accidentally drowned (together with her maid-servant) while 
crossing the ferry at Kill Van Keel, in December, 1767. The 
second Mrs. Morris will be noticed hereafter. 

Of the other members of the corps, no information can be 
gained by which their merit may be judged. 


Dec. 4th, 1761, Tamerlane; and never performed here, 


The Toy Shop. 


Dec. 18th, King Henry 4th ; 
Sir John Falstaff . 2... . 0. eee en Mr. Dovorass. 
Henry 4th . . . . . Mr. Qvetcn. [| Hotspur... . . ‘© HALLAM. 


? Mr. Morris had probably appeared with Douglass at Crugers' Wharf, in 1759. 
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and Flora, or Hob in the Well. 


Hob ........ Mr.Quretom. | Flora ....... Mrs. Hata. 


Dec. 26th, George Barnwell; (for many years the standard 
Christmas dish) and Lethe. 


Monday, January 4th, 1762, Venice Preferved. 


By particular defire, a Prologue and Epilogue, in vindication 
of Dranatle Entertainments, to be fpoken by Mr. Hallam and 
Mrs. Douglafs ; and The Lying Valet. 

Places in the Boxes to be taken of Mr. Douglafs, at Mr. 
Hampton’s, near the Theatre. 


This is the first notice that we have of securing seats in 


advance, except by sending a deputy in person. 


‘<A complaint having been feveral times made that a number 
of Gentlemen crowd the Stage, and very much interrupt the per- 
formance, and as it is impoffible the actors, when thus obftructed, 
can do that juftice to their parts they otherwife would, it will be 
taken as a particular favour if no gentleman will be offended that 
he is abfolutely refufed admittance at the Stage Door, unlefs he has 
previoufly fecured himfelf a place in either the Stage or Upper 
Boxes.” 


This now seemingly singular custom prevailed at the time 
throughout England, and was the fruitful source of great in- 
convenience and frequent disturbance, the stage itself, before 
as well as behind the scenes, being often so crowded as to in- 
terrupt the business of the play, and prevent the entrance and 
exit of the performers. The determination of the managers, 
and the good sense of the public, a few years later, caused 
a reformation in the matter. 

The prologue and epilogue referred to above, were the old 
ones spoken in 1758, adapted to the present occasion. 

We give the Epilogue, as delivered at this time, with its 
amendments and additions: 


‘“‘ Much has been said at this censorious time 
To prove the treading of the stage a crime. 
Mistaken zeal in terms not quite so civil 
Consigns both plays and players to the devil. 
Yet wise men own a play well chose may teach 
Such useful morals as in church they preach 
May teach the heart another's grief to know 
And melt the soul in salutary woe. 
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“So when the unhappy virtuous fair complains 


In Shakspeare, Lee, or Otway’s moving strains, 
The narrowest hearts expanded wide appear 
And soft compassion drops the pitying tear. 

Or would you warn the thoughtless youth to shun 
Such dangerous arts as numbers have undone 
A Barnwell’s fate can never fail to move 

And strike with shame and terror, lawless love. 
See plunged in ruin with a virtuous wife 

The Gamester weeps, despairs, and ends his life. 
When Cato bleeds, he spends his latest breath 
To teach the love of country strong in death. 
With these examples and a thousand more 

Of godlike men who lived in days of yore, 

The tragic muse recalls the long past age 

And brings heroic Virtue living on the stage. 


But when to social gayety inclined,— 

Our comic muse shall feast the cheerful mind,— 
Fools of all sorts and fops a brainless crew, 

To raise your mirth we'll summon to your view ; 
Make e’en the coxcomb laugh to see his brother 
And one knave blush with shame to view another. 
‘Tis magic ground we tread, for at our call, 
Those sprites appear that represent you all. 


Yet hold—methinks I hear some snarler cry 

‘ Pray madam, why so partial—rat me—why 

Don’t you do justice on your own sweet sex— 

Are there no prudes, coquettes, or jilts to vex ’ 
Granted—there are. For folly’s not confined 

To sex ; it sways despotic all of human kind. 

We frankly own, indeed we may as well 

For every fluttering beau—a simpering belle. 

But oft above the dull, the pert, the vain, 

The comic muse exalts her moral strain ; 

To laugh at folly will not be confined 

But tries to instruct as well as please mankind. 

So when vile custom by false honour’s breath, 

For one rash word would doom two friends to death, 
Steele’s moral muse though dressed in humble sock 
Aimed at the monster a decisive stroke ! 

And showed a Bevil generous as brave 

Who scorned the slavish dread of death and grave, 
Yet feared to meet his God from such an end 

And nobly shunned a duel with his friend. 
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“ Thus human life’s our theme, a fruitful field 
Of moral themes a fruitful store to yield ; 
Sages upheld our art in ancient time 
When to paint Nature was not thought a crime, 
For if the soul in virtue’s cause we move, 
The friends of virtue cannot disapprove. 
We trust they do not by the splendid sight on 
Of sparkling eyes that grace our scenes to night ; 
Then bravely dare to assert the taste you’ve shown, 
Nor be ashamed 80 just a cause to own ; 
And tell our foes what Shakspeure said of old, 
(Our former motto spoke it, I am _ told,) 
That here the world in miniature you see 
And all mankind are players as well as we.” 


Dunlap publishes the foregoing, with some other slight 
alterations. 


Jan. r1th, 1762, Romeo and Juliet. 


Romeo. . . . . . Mr. HaLiam. Cupulet . . . . . Mr. Morris. 
Mercatio . . . . . =‘* DouGLass. Juliet... . . . Mrs. DougLass. 
Benvyolio . . . . . ‘§* A. HALLAM, Lady Capulet . . . ‘* ALLYN. 
Friar Lawreice . ... © ALLYN. Nurse... he O% ‘¢  Morpgis. 


In the Mafquerade Scene, a Comic Dance by Mr. A. Hallam, 
and a Minuet by Mr. A. Hallam and Mrs. Allyn; and in the 
Burial Scene a Solemn Dirge, by Mrs. Morris, Mrs. Hallam, 
Mrs. Allyn, Mefirs. Quelch, Tremain, Sturt, &c. 

On several occasions hereafter we find a father playing 
Romeo to the Juliet of his daughter, but we believe this is the 
only one on record where a mother plays Juliet to the Romeo 
of her son. 


Jan. 20th, The Recruiting Officer; and Harlequin 
Colleétor. 


Harlequin. . . . . . Mr. Hatpam. | Clown . . . . . . Mr. Dovuauass. 


Jan. 25th, “Othello;” and “The Lying Valet.” “For the 
benefit of such poor families as are not provided for by the 
public,” resulting in a net profit of two hundred and eighty- 
six ,25, dollars, which sum was received by Mr. John Vande- 
spiegle and George Harrison, Esq., for distribution. The ac- 
count rendered by the manager on the occasion will show the 
nightly expenses of the house, exclusive of the actors’ salaries, 
who threw them up on the present evening: 
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kL ss. a 

“ Box Tickets fold, 116, at 8s. . 46 8 o 

Pit ae “« 146 “5s. . 3610 O 

Gallery ‘ S. =-9O- S835: & “13.10 0 

Cafh received at the doors. . . 3612 6 

al £133 O 6 
Charges. 


tr 
NG 


“To Candles. 26 1bs. of Spermaceti, at 3s. 6d. . 
co. hUr4lbs. “ Tallow. “ rs. od. . 5 
To Mufic. Meflrs. Harrifon & Van Dienval . 3 12 
“¢ Front Door-keeper, 16s. Stage door-keeper, 8s. I 4 
“ the Affiftants, 13s. Bill Sticker, 4s. . . . 0 17 
“© the Men’s dreffer, 4s. eee keeper, 328. ; a 
| Drummer, 4s. . ; es 
“¢ Wine in the Second Aa, 2s. 6d. : O 
‘© Hugh Gaine, for two Sets of Bills, Advertife- 
ments, and Commifions . . . . . . § 10 O 


£18 10 6” 


HD OO OADD O 


Balance, £114 10s. or $286 24. 
The above receipt was probably a full average one, but the 
house would have held nearly fifty pounds more. 


February 1ft, ‘* For the benefit of Mrs. Douglafs, the tragi- 
cal hiftory of Kinc RicHARD THE THIRD, containing the dif- 
trefs and death of King Henry the Sixth in the Tower; the 
Ufurpation of the Crown by Richard; the inhuman murder of 
the young King Edward the fifth, and his brother the Duke of 
York ; the fall of the Duke of Buckingham ; the landing of the 
Earl of Richmond, (afterwards King Henry the Seventh) at 
Milford; the battle of Bofworth Field, and death of Richard, 
which put an end to the contention between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter ; with many other hiftorical paflages.” 


King Richard . Mr. Dorarass. [| Richmond . . . . . Mr. HALLAM. 
King Edward the Fifth (Prince of Wales). . ‘¢ A. HALLAM. 
Duke of York, by a Young Master. for his diversion. | 

King Henry . . . . Mr. ALLYN,. | Lieutenant. . . . . Mr. Storr. 
Buckinvham . . . «© .) **) TOMLINSON. Queen Elizabeth . .  .) Mrs. Doca@rass, 
Lord Stanley. . 2...) “* Morrts. Lady Anue. . . . . ** Morris, 
Catesby . . . . . ‘© RegD. Duchess of York .. . “6 CRANE. 


To which will be added a dramatic fatire called LETHE, with 
the additional character of Lord Chalkftone. 


ae »- 2 « « « « Mr Sturt. Charen. . . . . . Mr. Tomitnson, 
Ex . .  ** PDougLass. OldMao. . . . . . =‘* Morris, 
Lord Chaikstone. © Anise Tatton . . . . . - =“ REED. 
Frenchman ‘ a a Bowman. . . . . . §§ TomLINSON. 
Fine Gentleman . it Mrs. Riot . . . . . Mrs. DovaLass. 


Drunken Man HaLLam. 
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“¢ Tickets as ufual, and of Mrs. Douglafs, at her lodgings near 
the theatre. 

“‘'The ceremony of waiting on ladies and gentlemen at their 
houfes with bills has been for fome time left off in this Company, 
the frequent folicitations on thefe occafions having been found 
rather an inconvenience to the perfon fo waited on, than a com- 
pliment.”’ 


Mrs. Crane, who played the Duchess of York, has not oe 
before noticed. She performed characters old and young, as 
the necessities of the Theatre required. 

Messrs. Adam Hallam, Allyn, and Quelch’s benefits followed 
successively, and on the 15th Mr. Lewis Hallam solicited the 
patronage of the public with “Love for Love;” wherein he 
played Ben, and Mr. Douglass Valentine. 


March 22d, Mr. Morris’s night. 
The Beaux Stratagem ; 


Archer. . . . «ws sO Mir. HALLAM, | Scrub... . . . . «~Mr. A. HAaLtam. 
Aimwell. 2... . .  * Pocgiass. Mrs. Sullen . . . . . Mrs. Dovuguass. 
with Flora, or Hob in the Well. 
Hub . 2. 2... COM. ALLYN, | Flora... . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 

March 2gth, Mrs. Hallam’s night. 

The Inconftant ; 

Young Mirabel. . .  .  . Mr. HALLAM, | Bizarre. . .  . .  . © Mrs. Dowarass. 
Old Mirabel. 2...) . . ‘© Morkis. 
and Mifs in her teens. 
Captain Flash . . . . . Mr. Hatuam. | Miss Biddy . . © . . Mrs. HALLAM, 

April rath, Mr. Tomlinfon’s night. 

Hamlet ; and the Devil to Pay 

Jobson... ..~S«~S.:~S SOM ToMurnson. | Nell. 2... . . Mrs. Morris. 

April rgth, Mr. Reed’s night. 

The Diftreft Mother; 

Orestes. . . «Ss SC wS:COU Mr. HALLAM. Hermione. . . . . . SMrs. Morris. 
Pyrrhos. . . . . . . ‘** Dova@.ass. Audromache . . 2. 0.) ‘© DouuLass, 
and The Mock Doétor. 
Gregory . . . . . . . Mr. DovuGrass. Hellebore . . . . . . Mr. TREMAINE. 
Sir Jasper . - . . . . ‘ Morris. Harry . . . . «. . . ** ToMLingon, 
Leander. . . . . ©.) * Sturt. James... 2. . © © * REED. 
Robert .1. ©. . . |. . ‘© AJ HALLAM, | Charlotte 2... 2...) Mrs. CRANE. 
Davy... .» - + « + “ ALLYN, Dorcas. . . . ee COS) MORRIS. 


The season ended on the 26th of April with the per- 
formance of the “Committee;” and the “ Honest Yorkshire- 
man,” for the benefit of the Charity School, when the news- 
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paper states that “a handsome sum was raised by Mr. Doug- 
lass and presented to the churchwardens.” 

The establishment, however, was not without enemies, 
and occasional demonstrations of ill-will were publicly 
made, as we gather from the following notice in Gaine’s 
Mercury: : 
“Theatre in New York, May 3d, 1762. 
A PisroLe Rewarp will be given to whoever can difcover the 
perfon who was fo very rude as to throw Eggs from the Gallery 
upon the Stage, laft Monday, by which the Cloaths of fome 
Ladies and Gentlemen were fpoiled, and the performance in fome 
meafure interrupted.” 

* DPD. Douctass.”’ 


The name of Adam Hallam occurs for the last time in the - 
bills during this season. It is found some thirty years after 
in the New York Directory as belonging to a shoemaker in 
Queen Street—could it have been that of the same indi- 
vidual? Dunlap states that the troubles which agitated the 
colonies in consequence of the Stamp Act occasioned the 
destruction of the Chapel, or Beekman Street Theatre, by a 
mob in 1764, and that a gentleman who was engaged in the 
work, when a boy, told him that a number of persons assem- 
bled in the open space opposite the theatre, and set on the 
boys to commence the business, which once begun, found 
hands enough to aid it. But the Stamp Act was not passed 
until March, 1765, and as mob violence became rampant after 
the reception of the news, causing the destruction of the seat 
of Sir Peter Warren, then known as Vauxhall, at the corner 
of Warren and Greenwich Streets, and of Ranelagh, the resi- 
dence of Major James, R. A., near the corner of Anthony 
Street and West Broadway, as well as the hanging in effigy of 
Governor Colden, and the destruction of his fine coach and 
other valuable property, it is probable that the Play House 
(whose tenants were not popular with the republican portion 
of the community, and were looked upon as special adherents 
of the crown, and proteges of the governor) was damaged by 
the rioters at the latter period, but that it was not totally de- 
stroyed is conclusively proven by the following advertise- 
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ments which are extracted from newspapers of the dates pre- 
fixed thereto: 

April roth, 1765. For the benefit of the Prifoners in the 
New Goal, Wednefday April roth. At the Theatre in Chapel 
Street, will be prefented a Tragedy called ‘‘ George Barnwell, 


or the London Merchant ;” and *“‘ Captain O’Blunder, or the 
Brave Irifhman.”” O’ Blunder, Mr. Walth. 


April gth, 1766. At the Theatre in Chapel Street, the 
“Twin Rivals ;” and the ‘* King, and Miller of Mansfield.” 
Doors to be opened at 3 o’clock, and Play to begin at 6. 


Tickets to be had of Hugh Gaine, Bookfeller, John Keating, 
Merchant, and of Philip Miller, Watchmaker in the Fly. 

The Fly, or Viaie, was the name given by the old Dutch in- 
habitants to the valley or meadows at the east end of Maiden 
Lane, lying between Pearl Street and the river, and was the 
site of the afterwards famous Fly Market, so called. 

May sth, 1766. At the Theatre in Chapel St., a Comedy 


called the ‘* Twin Rivals,” with a fong in praife of liberty,—and 
the ** King, and Miller of Mansfield.” 


N. B. As the Packet is arrived and has been the Metlenger 
of good news relative to the Repeal, it is hoped that the public 
has no objection to the above performance. 

The repeal of the Stamp Act is of course referred to here, 
but the Royal Government had too long insisted on its en- 
forcement, for the concession now to be of any service to 
them. We find no other advertisement relative to the Chapel 
Street Theatre, save one offering it to rent for storage. 


We conclude our chapter with the record of an event 
which, though having nothing to do with the subject of 
which we are treating, may serve to mark the size and growth 
of the city, for “St. Paul’s” was then the most northerly 
church on the west of Broadway, and the grounds by which 
it was surrounded were known as the fields, or commons. 

‘©On Thurfday, O&. 31ft, 1766—The new Epifcopal Church 
called St. Paul’s, efteemed one of the moft elegant edifices on 
the continent, was opened and dedicated to Almighty God. The 


concourfe of people of all ranks and denominations, (who at- 
tended on the occafion) was very great.” 


6 


CHAPTER IV. 


John Street Theatre, 1767. 


N the summer of 1767, a new Theatre was built on the 
northerly side of John Street, near Broadway. It stood 

much longer than any of its predecessors, and was 
used for the purpose for which it was erected for more 
than thirty years. Long after, its site, and perhaps the 
original building, was occupied by a carriage factory, and is 
now covered with storehouses adjoining Thorburn’s seed 
and agricultural establishment, and in the rear of lots Nos. 
17, 19, and 21. By a renumbering of the street, the entrance 
lot, which is but a wide alley-way leading to the rear, is now 
known as No. 17, but a half century ago it was No. 15. The 
building was an unsightly object, principally of wood painted 
red, and stood about sixty teet back from the street, having a 
covered way of rough wooden material from the pavement 
to the doors. The stage was of good dimensions, and the 
dressing room and green room were originally under it, but 
after the Revolution, they were removed to a wing added for 
the purpose, on the west side. The auditorium was fitted up 
with a pit, two rows of boxes, and a gallery, and when full at 
usual prices would contain 5800. The John Street Theatre 
was first opened by Mr. Douglass, on the 7th of December, 
1767. We here transcribe the opening bill: 


“¢ By Permiffion of his Excellency, the Governor,? 
by the American Company 
at the THEATRE in JOHN STREET, this prefent evening 
a comedy called 


2 Sir Henry Moore. 
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THE STRATAGEM. 


Archer . . . . Mr. Hatram Boniface . . . Mr. Doucrass. 
Aimwell. 2. 2. . © Hewnry.f Lady Bountiful. . Mrs Harman.t 

Sir C. Freeman. . “ Matone.t Mrs. Sullen . . Mifs Cuegd.t 
Sullen . . . . % ToMmLINson. Dorinda. . . . ‘ HALLAM. 
Foigard . . . . “ Attyn. Cherry . . «© «© © WarnwricHT.t 
Gibbet . . . . 6 Wootts.t Gipfy . . . . Mrs. Watt. 
Scrub. 2. . 2. 2.) & Watt.f 


An Occasiona EpitocueE, by Mrs. Douctass. 
To conclude with the dramatic Satire, entitled 


LETHE. 
fEfop. . . . . Mr..Dovuctass. Fine Gentleman. Mr. Watt. 
Mercury. . . .  Wootts. Drunken Man . ‘* HALLAM. 
Tattoo . . . . ° Matrone. Mrs. Tattoo . . Mifs Harram. 
Frenchman... “6 ALLYN. Mrs. Riot. . . <= WWAINWRIGRT. 


To begin exadtly at Six o’clock. 

Vivant Rex et Regina. 

‘S No perfon under any pretext whatever can be admitted be- 
hind the fcenes. Tickets, without which no perfon can be ad- 
mitted, to be had at the Bible and Crown in Hanover Square, 
and of Mr. Hayes at the Area of the Theatre. Places in the 
boxes may be taken of Mr. Broadbelt at the Stage door. Ladies 
will pleafe fend their fervants to keep their places at four o’clock. 


Boxes, 8s. Pit, 5s. Gallery, 3s.’ 

The performers whose names are marked thus + made on 
this occasion their first appearance in New York. Young 
Hallam had been and was still the paramount favorite of the 
public, but there was now introduced to their notice a rival 
who was destined soon to share their applauses in an equal 
degree. This was Mr. John Henry, who enacted the charac- 
ter of Aimwwell,and whom Dunlap imagines to have been as 
handsome an Aimwell as ever trod the Stage, and whom all 
writers describe as a man of extraordinarily tine personal ap- 
pearance. He was born in Dublin, had received a liberal 
education, and made his debut on the stage at Drury Lane, 
London, 1762, with little success, and probably appeared 
there again in 1780. He had joined Douglass’s Company in 
the West Indies, and there married a Miss Storer, the eldest 
of four sisters, who accompanied him on his voyage to Amer- 
ica, and who was unhappily burned to death in the vessel, 
which was destroyed by fire on our eastern coast, the captain, 
crew, and other passengers escaping. In 1773 he gave his 
name to Miss Ann Storer (afterwards Mrs. Hogg, a sister of 
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the preceding,) and in 1786, while she was still living, trans- 
. ferred it to a still younger sister, Miss Maria Storer, who bore 
it until his and her own death in 1795. W. B. Wood, who in 
early life saw Mr. Henry, says he was the first male performer 
who made any lasting impression on him, and that his John 
_ Dory in “Wild Oats” was so excellent, that it drove Hodgkin- 
son’s Rover, in the same piece, entirely from his mind. He 
thinks that he was more than a good actor, and that his im- 
personations of Eustace St. Pierre, Major O'Flaherty, Dumont, 
and many other characters were never eclipsed by any later 
representative in America. With regard to “John Dory,” 
however, the part assigned to Mr. Henry by Mr. Wood, we 
think that his memory deceived him, for we have before 
us three original John Street play bills, announcing the 
comedy of “Wild Oats,” in each of which Mr. King figures 
as John Dory, and Mr. Henry is cast for Ephraim Smooth. 
The bills are for 1793-4, and the earliest one gives the first 
performance in America of the comedy, and 1794 is the last 
season that Mr. Henry played. It is recorded that for many 
years after the Revolution, Mr. Henry was the only actor in 
New York who kept a coach, and that in his case frequent 
attacks of the gout rendered it a necessity. The panels were 
decorated with a representation of two crutches crossed, with 
motto “ This or these.” He retired trom the New York stage 
at the end of the season in 1794, and died about a year after, 
while on board of a vessel bound to Newport. 

Mr. Stephen Woolls was the principal singer of the com- 
pany, and was listened to with pleasure for many years. He 
continued in the same line long after his abilities failed him, 
and when “snuff and snuffle” alone characterized his efforts. 
He was a native of Bath, England, gentlemanly in his man- 
ners, and amiable in disposition, and died in New York, June 
14th, 1799, aged 70. He was buried in the Catholic church- 
yard of St. Peter’s, Barclay Street. 

Mr. Wall was the fine gentleman of the company, with a 
turn for eccentric comedy that rendered his valets and other 
humorous parts acceptable fur more than seven years. 
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Miss Cheer, who made her appearance as Mrs. Sullen, di- 

vided the leading business with Mrs. Douglass, or rather took 
most of it, for the latter retained but few prominent charac- 
ters, save those of a matronly cast. Miss Cheer was a favorite 
member of the company until its last season before the Revo- 
lution. In 1794, when Mrs. Long, she reappeared in the 
character of Mrs. Oakley, in the “Jealous Wife.” Dunlap 
says that “Mrs. Long was received in silence and never heard 
of more, time having deprived her of all that could attract 
attention to the moving pictures of the stage.” But Dun- 
lap again erred, for she also appeared that season as Almeria, 
in the “Mourning Bride;” Catharine, in “Catharine and Pe- 
truchio ;” Mrs. Grub, in “Cross Purposes,” and other inferior 
parts. 
The representative of Lady Bountiful, Mrs. Catharine Maria 
Harman, was a granddaughter of Colley Cibber, and to her 
care were confided the principal old ladies, and certain shrew- 
ish Abigails. She died in 1773, and is stated to have been 
“a just actress and an exemplary woman—sensible, humane 
and benevolent.” 

Miss Wainwright was the principal female vocalist, and 
played rustics, singing chambermaids, and gay, youthful 
comedy of all descriptions. We do not find her name after 
1769. 

After the lapse of several years the name of Malone again 
appears in the bills, but standing to characters of so different 
a grade that we cannot imagine it to be the Malone of 1753, 
who was then one of the most important members of the 
company. 


Dec. 11th, 1767. ‘* A comedy written by the prefent poet 
laureat,” (W. Whitehead) called, 


The ScHooL For Lovers. 


Sir John Dorilant . . Mr. Douccass. Lady Beverly. . Mrs. Harman, 
Modely . . . . . * HALLam. Araminta. . . Mifs Cnzer. 
Belmour. . . . . ‘* Watt. Celia. . . . 0 6S) HALLAM, 


The Epilogue between Mr. HAtiam and Mifs Cuzer. 
Singing by Mr. Wootts and Mifgs Warnwricurt. 
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and THe Mayor oF GARRATT. 
Major Sturgeon and Matthew me ~ « © « « «© By Mr. Harram. 
Jerry Sneak and Lint. . . ee! eae gt SE OAs 
Sir Jacob Jollup . . Mr. Tomttnson. | Mrs. Sneak . . Mifs Warnwricut. 
Heeltap. . .. . “( HENRY. Mrs. Bruin . . Mrs. HARMAN. 
Dec. 14th, 1767, Richard 3d. 
Richard . .. . . . Mr. HALLAM. Prince of Wales . . . Mr. WAtt. 
Henry 6th. . . . . . ‘** Morris. Queen. » . . . Mrs. Dovarass. 
Richmond. . . . . . ‘f HENRY. Lady Anne. - . . . Miss CHeeEr. 
Buckingham’. . . . . ‘* Dovuaguass. Duchess. . . . . . Mrs. HARMAN, 
The Oracle. 
Oberon. . x mie mee | aoe Recon . - Mrs. Dovorass. 
Cynthia Souk . . Miss Hatuam. 


And by Command ae his Excellency, the Governor, for the En- 
tertainment of Ten Indian Warriors that arrived here laft F nea), 
from South Carolina, a Pantomime Ballet, called 


Harlequin’s Vagaries. 
Characters principally by Hallam, Morris, and Mifs Cheer. 
Mrs. Morris met an accidental death by drowning on the 
16th. 
Dec. 18th, The Clandeftine Marriage. 


[Probably its first performance in America.) 


Lord Ogleby . . ,. . . Mr. HALiaM. Sergt. Flower . . . Mr. Tomttnson. 
Sterling. . . - * Morris. Mrs. Heidleberg. . . Mrs. Dove ass, 
Sir Sohn Melville. » . . ** Douglass. Miss Sterling . . . Miss Cueer. 
Lovewell . . « «=. “ HENRY. Fanny. . . . . . © HALLaM. 
Canton. . .. . . . =“ ALLYN, Betty... . . . =* SroRerR. 
Brush .« » « «= « «© « ™ “WALL. Chambermaid . . . ‘* WaAINWRIGAT. 
Traverse . . . . . . °* MALONE. Trusty . . . . . Mrs, ToMLINSON. 
and, The Old Maid. 

Mr. Harlow . . . . . Mr. ALLYN. Hearty . . . . . Mr. Morris. 
Clerimont. . . . . . ‘* Wat. Mrs. Harlow . . . Miss Corer. 
Capt. Cape . . . ‘© Doue.ass. Miss Harlow . . Mrs. HARMAN. 


To this bill was appended the following notice: 

‘*To prevent accidents by carriages meeting, it is requefted 
that thofe coming to the Houfe may enter John Street from the 
Broad-Way, and returning drive from thence down John St., 
into Naffau St., or forward to that known by the name of Cart 
and Horfe Street, as may be moft convenient.” 

Cart and Horse Street is the present William Street, and 
was so called from a noted tavern of that name which ex- 
isted therein in 1730. Miss Ann Storer, who made her first 
appearance as Belty, was the sister of Henry’s first wife, and 
bore his name during the season of 1773. She, with her 
sisters and mother, (who was probably the Mrs. Storer of 
Covent Garden Theatre, 1761-2, described by Chetwood as— 

“Recommending herfelf by her amiable perfon, good nature, 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 47 


and excellent fweet harmonious manner in finging; therefore 
too much defired to fhow her excellence that way, to perform 
many {peaking parts, but where her exalted talent is required : 
and then, whatever fhe fays or fings, fhe doubly charms in,’’) 


had joined the company in Jamaica. The mother’s name we 
do not find in any of the bills, but she probably superin- 
tended her daughters’ acting, and instructed them in music; 
two of them—Fanny, afterwards Mrs. Mechler, and Maria, the 
final Mrs. Henry, both being highly accomplished vocalists. 
Ann does not appear to have been a singer, but at this early 
age gave indications of comic talent, which afterward, in the 
line of old women, rendered her superior to all contempo-_ 
raries or predecessors. She disappeared from the New York 
stage in 1773, and after more than twenty years’ absence, 
again came forward as Mrs. Hogg, continuing a member of 
the company until her death, which occurred in New York, 
on the 6th of February, 1816, at the age of sixty-seven, in the 
following singular and sudden manner. She had retired to 
her room for the night, and shortly after smoke was dis- 
covered issuing from the door. On its being opened she was 
found lying dead on the floor, the candle which she had car- 
ried having fallen from her hand and ignited the boards by 
her side. She had expired ina fit. Whatever may have been 
the failings of her youth, her latter years were irreproachable, 
and her unexpected decease cast a gloom over players and 
public, by both of whom she was sincerely regretted. 

In Lord Ogleby Mr. Hallam made a great hit, and for forty 
years after it continued to be one of his most favorite parts. _ 


Dec. a2rft, Hamlet ; 
Hamlet... . . . . Mr. HAttamM, Ghost . - - Mr. TomLinson. 
Kio e -% . .  Dorerags. G ravediggers ~ . « . *  Morr-s 
Polonius. . ‘6 MORRIS. and ‘*' ToMLINnsoN. 
Iaertes . 6 WALL. Ophella. . 2. 2. «6 Miss CHEER. 
Horatio . . . . . . .  £=‘* FLENRY. Queen. Se . Mrs. Doverass. 
Osrick .. ‘© ALLYN,. Plover. Queen . « « . Miss Storer. 
and the uted bee of Thomas and Sally. 
Squire . Mr. Woo.ts. Sally . Miss Cueer. 
Thomas... ‘© WALL. Doreas .. . Mrs. HARMAN, 
Dec. 28th, ns time, Cymbeline. 
Cymbeline . Mr. ALLYN. Arviragus. - Mr. Woo.is. 
Pcsthumus a’ a “© HALLAM. Guiderus . ; ‘¢ 6 GREVILLE. 
Iachimo . ...... 6 DovaLass. Caius Lucius. . . . ‘ TOMLINSON. 
Belariug. . ..... sé HENRY. Imogen : - Miss CHEE:. 
Ciloten 66 WALL. Queen . . Mra. DovuaLass. 
iganio . . . 6 ew ee ‘6 MoBBIS. Helen... . ‘6 - TOMLINSON. 
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Dec. 30th, for the benefit of the Debtors in the New York 
City Gaol : 
The Mourning Bride; and 
The Upholfterer, or What news? 


Quidnunc Mr. DovuG ass. Rovewell. . . . . Mr. Wootts. 
RAZOF: sa 2 oe e Go ee. EY WARE, Feeble. . . . . . ‘ Moras. 
Pamphlet. . . . . . . ‘§ HALLAM, Hlarriet Miss WAINWRIGHT. 
Belmour . ‘* HENRY. Termagant . Mrs. HARMAN. 


January J 1768, By Command of Lady Moore (the Gov- 
ernor’s wife), The Bufy Body. 


Marplot . . . . . |. Mr. HALiam. Whisper. . . . . Mr. ALLYN. 

Sir George Airey ‘HENRY. Miranda. =: Ss Miss CHEER. 

Sir Francis Gripe se Morris. Isabinda . ‘© HALLAM. 
Sir Jealoue Traflic ‘6 DouUGLASs. Scent well Mre. ToMLINSON, 
Charles ecw ‘6 WALL. Patch. ‘° HaRMAN. 


and The Deuce is in Him. 
Col. Tamper . Mr. Haram. Emily. Miss HALLAM. 
Mujor Belford ‘¢  DouGLAss. | Bell ‘© WAINWRIGHT. 


Prattle . 


Jan. 4th, 


so WALL, | 


Mdlle Florival . 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Mrs. HARMAN. 


Romeo . Mr. Hanram. | Juliet. . ; Miss CHEFR, 
Mercutio © DoUGLABS. Lady Capulet ‘ Mrs, DouGvass. 
Tybalt ‘HENRY, Nurse. es ‘© HarRMAN. 
and Mifs in Her teens. 

Capt. Flash Mr. Henry. | Miss a Miss HALLAM. 
Capt. Lovelt . WALL. Tag . . ‘* WAINWRIGHT. 


Jan. rith, Firft time, Love in a Village. 


Hawthorn. . . Mr. Woou.s. Hodge Mr. HaALam, 

Sir W. Meadows . ‘6 Monars. Rosetta Miss WaAINWRIGAT. 
Young Meadows . “WALL. Lucinda. . ‘© FLALLAM. 
Justice asics ‘© ~DouGLass. Mra. Deborah Mrs. Dovarass. 
Euatnce. . . ‘* Henry. Margery . ‘* HARMAN, 
and Contrivances. 

Rovewell Mr. Woo ..s. Robin Mr. TOMLINSON. 
Argus . “Morris. Arethusa Misa WAINWRIGHT. 
Hearty . ‘¢  ALLYN. Betty. Mrs. Harman. 


Jan. 18th, 


The Wonder. 


Don Felix . Mr. HAviam. | Gibby Mr. Doveavass. 
Colt. Britton . ‘6 WALL. | = Violante Miss CHEER. 

Don Pedro. ‘© ToMLINSON. |  Txabella ‘6 HALLAM, 

Don Lopez. ‘6 Morris. | Flora © WAINWRIGHT, 
Lissardo sé ALLYN, | Inis . Mrs. HARMAN. 


and a Pantomime, called The Witches. 


Harlequin . Mr. HaALaM. Necromancer Mr. Woo.L.s, 
Pantaloon . : Morris. Petit Maitre ‘6 ALLYN, 
Pierrot . ‘© TOMLINSON, Columbine . Miss CHEER. 


Jan. on 


King Lear. 


Lear. Mr. Hava. Albany . Mr. ALLYN. 
Gloster Morris. Usher. «WALL. 
Edgar «  TDOUGLASS. Cordelia Miss CHEER. 
Edmund ‘© HENRY. Regan ** STORER. 
Kent . By a GENTLEMAN, Goneril . ‘¢ WAINWRIGHT. 


(First ap appearance on Stage.) 
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and Flora, or Hob in the Well. 
Hob ..... . . Mr. ALLYN. Flora : 
Friendly . . . . . . ‘%* Woo.uss. Hob's Mother . 


Feb. rft, 


Ranger a ae 

Strictiand. ae oe ee 
Frankly «6 « «2... .™ 
Jack Meggot. . . .. ‘* 


and The Devil to Pay. 
Sir John poverale:: . Mr. Wootts. | Lady ee 
Jobson... - . ‘** TOMLINSON, Nell. . 


The Sufpicious Hufband. 


Mr. 
06 


HALLaM. Mrs. Strictland. 
DovuGLAss. Clarinda. 
WALL. Jacintha. 
ALLYN. Lucetta . 
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Miss HALLAM. 
Mrs. HARMAN. 


Miss Srorer. 
‘6 6 CHEER. 
. ‘ KF, Storer. 
- ‘4 WaiINWBIGRT. 


Mrs. HARMAN. 
Miss WAINWRIGAT. 


This is bli first time we notice the name of Miss Fanny 
Storer, who, in 1773, occupied a prominent position as a 
singing actress, and after many years’ absence reappeared, in 
1792, as Mrs. Mechler. 


Feb. 8th, 


and Townly’s farce of High Life Below Stairs. 


Mr. HaLiaM, 


Lovell eee 

Freeman. . et ize 
Lord Duke’s Servant ein OS 
Sir Harry's eee ; 
Philip . . ae! 
Kingston . ; es 


Feb. eels 


Capt. Plume. . . . Mr. 
Capt. Brazen . a 

Sergeant Kite . . .. 
Justice Balance. . . . ‘ 
Worthy ......- * 
Bullock . . . ... * 


Love in a Village; 


Cook. 


HENRY. Miss Kitty . 

WALL. Lady Bab's Servant . 
ALLYN. Lady Charlotte's Ser- 
Morris. vant. : 
TOMLINSON. 


‘The Recruiting Officer. 


on Recruits 
DOUGLASS. Melinda 
Morris. Sylvia . 
W ooLts. Rose 

TOMLINSON. Lucy . 


and The Citizen. 

Old Philpott. . . . . Mr. Dovaraas. Beaufort 
Young Philpott. . . . ‘* HALLAM, Quilldrive . 
Sir Jasper Wilding . . ‘* ToMLINSON, Maria 

Young Wilding. . . . ‘* HENRY. ; Corinna. . 


Feb. 22d, 


Pierre. . . 2. 2 e Mr. 
Jaffier . . . ve 
Priuli. at 
Feb. 25th, 
Teague . ° Mr. 
Col. Careless a as 
Col. Blunt... ..~ * 
Mr. Day. .. i tes OS 
March at 
Macbeth. . .. . . Mr. 
Duncan... .. . ee 
Macduff. . 2. . ee a 
Malcolm. . . ae 38 


March i 


Venice Preferved. 


HALLAM. Renault 
HENRY. | Bedamar . 
DOUGLASS. Belvidera. 
The Committee. 
HENRY. Obadiah 
DOUGLASS. Mra. Day . 
HaLLaM. Ruth 
More's. Arabella . 
Macbeth. 
HALam. Banquo 
GREVILLE. Hecate. 
DovuGLass, Lady Macbeth 
HENRY. Lady Macduff 


The School for Lovers ; 


and Murphy’s farce of The Apprentice. 


Dick. . . « «© «© « Mr. Watt. | President . 
Wingate. . . . . . ‘“* MoRRIS Simon. . 
Gargle . .... . ‘** HENRY. Charlotte . 


rf 


Mrs. HARMAN. 
Miss STORER. 
‘6 WAIN WBIGHT. 


‘6 HALiamM, 


Mr. WALL. 

‘© RAWORTH. 
Miss STORER. 

‘© CHEER 

‘6 6WAINWRIGHT, 
Mrs. HARMAN. 


Mr. Woo.tt.s. 

‘6 MALONE, 
Miss WAINWRIGHT. 
Mrs. TOMLINSON. 


Mr. MorRRIs. 
‘6 WALL. 
Miss CHEER. 


Mr. TOMLINSON. 
Mra. DOUGLASS, 
Miss CHEER. 

‘6 HALLAM. 


Mr. Morris. 
‘¢ — WooLts. 
Miss CHEER. 
Mrs. DouGLass, 


Mr. Wootts. 
t¢ TOMLINSON, 
Miss WAINWRIGHT. 
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March 14th, The Mifer. 

Lovegold pteptine) ‘ Mr. HALLAM. Sparkle Mr. Wootts. 
Frederick : ‘ DovuGLags. Furnish ‘6 ~~ MALONE. 
Clerimunt . 6 WALL. Churles . ‘6 ROBERTS. 
Ramillie ‘© Morris. Mrs. Wisely . Mrs. DocGLass. 
James ‘© TOMLINSON, Mariana . Miss CHEER. 
List . ‘6 HENRY. Harriet ‘6 HALLAM, 
Decoy ‘© RAWORTH. Wheedle . ‘s  STroreER. 
Satin. . ‘© GREVILLE. Lappet Mrs. HARMAN. 


and, firft time, the mufical piece 


Damon. . . 
Palemon 


March 19th, 


Cato. . . . 
Semphronius . 
Porcius . 
Juba. 


March aie 


Sciolto . 
Horatio . 
Lothario 


and, firft time, 


Sip. . 

Sir Harry Harlow 
Belford. . 
Martin. . 


April 4th, 


Sir Harry Wildair 
Col. Standard 
Beau Clincher 
Young Clincher . 
Ald. Smuggler 


April 6th, By Command of Lady Moore, a new comedy by 


Mr. Woo.uts. | Pastora 
‘6 WALL. Laura 
Cato. 

Mr. Dovatass, Sy phax 

‘6 HALLAM, Lucius 

‘Ss HENRY. Lucia. 

‘6 WALL. Marcia 

The Fair Penitent. 

Mr. Henry. Altamont 
© PouGLAss. Calista 

“6 HALLAM. Lavinia . 


Neck or Nothing. 


Mr. HaLiaM. Mrs. Stockwell . 
66 HENRY. Nancy 
“WALL. Jenny 
‘¢  MorRRIs. 
The Conftant Couple. 
Mr. Hava. Vizard 


‘Ss DouGiass 


«HENRY. Lady Darling . 
‘WALL. Angelica. 
‘© Morris. Parley 


Murphy, never acted here, called 


The cast is not in the newspaper, but probably Mr. Henry 
personated Sir John Restless ; Mr. Hallam, Beverly ; and Miss 


All in the Wrong. 


Cheer, Lady Restless. 


April r1th, 


Othello 
lago 
Cassio . 
Brabantio . 
Roderigo . 


April cuit 
and 


Petruchio. . . 
Baptista . . 6. 
Hortensio . . - 
Biondello . 


Othello. / 


Mr. Dovauass. Duke 

© HALLAM, Ludovico . 
‘6 HENRY. Montano 

ss MoRRIs. Desdemona 
‘S WALL. Emelia . 


Romeo and Juliet ; 
Catharine and Petruchio. 


Mr. HALLa™. '  Grumio : 
‘* TOMLINSON. Catharine. . 
 1OUGLASS. , Bianca. . . 
“ WaLL. Curtis . « 


Ludy Lurewell . 


of The Chaplet. 


Miss HaLiam™. 
‘¢  F, SToper. 


MORRIS. 
‘6 ~~ TOMLINBON. 
Miss HALuam. 
‘CHEER. 


By a GENTLEMAN. 
Miss CHEER. 
Mra. DouGLass. 


Mrs. DovuGLass. 
Miss HAaLLaM. 
‘¢ STORER. 


Mr. ToMtinson. 
Mrs. HARMAN. 

‘¢ TOMLINSON, 
Miss CHEER. 

‘© FF. Storer. 


Mr. GREVILLE. 
‘© TOMLINAON, 
66 MALONE. 
Miss CHEER. 
Mrs. HARMAN. 


Mr. Morris. 
Miss CHERR. 

‘© STORER, 
Mrs. HaRMANe 


April 18th, 


Firft time, Country Laffes. 

Heartwell . Mr. DouaLass. Carbuncle Mr. HENRY. 

Modely. . ‘6 HALLAM. Longbottom ‘© WooLts. 

Sir John English ‘¢ TOMLINSON. erage ‘© Ronerts. 

Freehold de a © MORRIS. Flora. Miss WAINWRIGHT. 

Lurcher . ‘ “ WALL. Aura . ‘¢ CHEER. 
Songs and Recitations, by Woolls, Wall, and Miss Wainwright. 

and The Citizen. 


Maria 


April arft, 
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Mifs ee benefit. 


‘Benefit . Mr. Morne. 


The Confcious Lovers. 


Miss WAINWBIGRT. 
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Young Bevil . Mr. HALLAM. Indians Miss CHEER. 
Sir Joho Bevil ‘“¢ HENRY. Isabella ‘* STORER. 
Sealand s* DouGLass. Lucinda ‘¢ HALLAM. 
Tom ‘¢ Morgis. Mrs. Sealand . ‘6 W AIN WRIGHT. 
and Polly Honeycomb. 
Honeycomb Mr. Morais. Mrs. Honeycomb Mrs. HARMAN, 
Scribble ~ « « © Watr. Polly Honeycomb Miss WAINWRIGHT. 
Ledger. . . - ‘© TOMLINSON. Nurse . Mrs. TOMLINSON. 

April 7 Mr. Hallam’s befiehec 

Cymbeline. 

Posthumus Mr. HALiam. | Queen. Miss STORER. 
and High Life Below Sins, 
Lovell . - » Mr. HALLAM. | lord Duk: Mr. HENRY. 
Freeman a 44 ‘6 DoUGLASS. Miss Kitty Miss SToRER. 


Mr. Allyn’s name is no longer found in the bills, and Mrs. 
Douglass was probably ill, as her characters for many weeks 
are given to substitutes. 

April 28th, Benefit of Mr. ren yee 


Firft time, Dryden’s tragedy of All for Love. 
Mare Antony . Mr. HatLaM. C'copatra . Miss Cnrer. 
Ventidius . ‘¢ DovuGLass. Octavia ‘* STORER. 
Dolabelia . ‘6 WALL Charmian . ‘* WAINWRIGAT. 
Alexas . ‘« Morris Iras. Mrs, WALL. 
Serapion . . .  ** TOMLINSON. 

Antony’s children . . Miss TOMLINSON and Miss MARIA STORER: 
and The Upholfterer. 

Quidnunc Mr. DouGrass. 


For the first the n name , of Miss Maria Storer is found in the 
bills, and, from the character assigned her, she must have 
been a mere child at this period. She gradually developed 
talent both in singing and acting, and, after she became Mrs. 
Henry, was an immense favorite with the public. Dunlap 
says that “she possessed both beauty and talent, and until 
the year 1792 was the best public singer America had known. 
She played tragedy and comedy with spirit and propriety, 
although her figure was rather petite for the first, or for the 
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elegant females of Congreve and Cibber.” Wood says that 
“she was a perfect fairy in figure, and that her singing and 
acting rendered her a prodigious favorite.” He adds, that 
“she well needed a strong hold on public favor to protect 
her from the occasional disgust and resentment excited by 
her frequent silly and capricious conduct. Scarcely a week 
passed but a change in the performances was rendered neces- 
sary by some captious objection to a character, a slender box 
sheet, or a stinted proportion of applause.” The relation that 
she occupied to Henry, first publicly announced in 1786, was 
a most extraordinary one, for whether she was the successor 
of a deserting or a deserted sister in his regard, that sister 
was still living, and decency alone should have prevented so 
unnatural a union. Dunlap truly says that “such instances, 
if rare, account for that repelling principle which keeps the 
cautious and the pure in private society aloof from those who 
delight them in public. Those who attract public attention 
should be able to bear the scrutiny of the public.” Mrs. 
Henry retired with her husband from the New York stage 
in 1794, and was his companion on his voyage to Rhode 
Island when his death occurred, a shock from which she 
never recovered, and which preyed upon her mind till reason 
was destroyed. She died a lunatic, at Philadelphia, April 
25th, 1795, aged probably not over forty years. 

May 2d, 1768. For the benefit of the three Misses Storer, 
“Richard 3d” was performed, with Hallam as Richard, Miss 
F. Storer as the Prince of Wales, Miss Maria Storer as the 
Duke of York, and Miss Ann Storer as Lady Anne, in which 
character she succeeded Miss Cheer, who was promoted to 
that of the Queen, vice Mrs. Douglass. Between the 2d and 
3d acts of the tragedy, Fou:c’s Interlude, entitled “Taste,” was 
pertormed, with Mr. Wall as Carmine, and Mr. Henry as Lady 
Pentweazle, and between the 8d and 4th acts Miss Maria 
Storer sang the celebrated song “Sweet Echo.” The enter- 
tainments concluded with “Miss in her teens”—Miss F. 
Storer as Capt. Flash, Miss M. Storer as Fribble, and Miss 
A. Storer as Tag. 
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May gth, Mr. Hallam’s benefit. ‘*Mr. H. in a moft re- 
fpectful manner begs leave to acquaint the public, that his 
friends and patrons being of the opinion, that the failure of the 
play of ‘¢ Cymbeline” acted on the 25th of April was entirely 
owing to a prepofleffion which prevailed that the Houfe would 
be crowded and thereby prevented many from exerting their in- 
fluence in his favor, have advifed him to take another beneft— 
but as that could not be done, without contravening the eftab- 
lifhed rules of the company and fixing a precedent which might 
be attended with very troublefome confequences in the future ; 
He in order to obviate any objection of that nature, but more 
particularly to convince the town that he has no thought of im- 
pofing a fecond Benefit on them, has relinquifhed the profits of 
‘© Cymbeline” to Mr. Woolls and taken his night in return.” 


This indicates that the previous benefit was not an entire 
failure, as it yielded enough to satisfy the claims of Mr. 
Woolls, who would not expect as profitable a result as one so 
eminently a favorite as Mr. Hallam. The entertainments on 


this occasion were— ; 
The Orphan of China. 


Zamti. . . . . . Mr. Doverass, Mirvan. Mr. Morris. 
Zaphimri . ‘6 HALLAM, ' Morat . ‘6 TOMLINBON. 
Timurkan. ‘¢ HENRY. Octar ‘6 GREVILLE. 
Hamet . ‘6 WALL. Mandane . Miss CHEER. 
and The Brave Irifhman. 
Captain O’Blunder . Mr. Henry. Tradewell . Mr. Morris. 
Doctor Clyster “* HALLAM. Marquis ‘* ROBERTS. 
Doctor Gallipot . s* TNDovuarass. Lucy Miss HALLAM. 
Cheatwell . ‘© WALL. Betty ** WAINWRIGHT. 

May 23d, Benefit of Mrs. Douglafs. 

Jane Shore. 

Hastings . Mr. HALLAM. Belmour Mr. WALL. 
Gloster. . . ‘¢ Morris. Jane Shore Mrs. DouGLass. 
Dumont ‘¢ WALL Alicia . Miss CHEER. 


Song, ‘‘*Twas when the seas were roaring ”’ 


A Cantata from Sappho, by Mr. Wootts. 


Miss HALLAM. 


with caft of May oa: 


and Mifs in her teens, 
May 26th, Mr. and Mrs. Wall’s benefit. 
The Provoked Hufhand. 
Lord Townly . . Mr. HALLAM. John Moody . Mr. TOMLINSON. 
Sir F. Wronghead ‘© Morris. Lady Townly . Miss CHEER. 
Manly... . ‘* Dovuguass. Lady Grace . . Mrs. HARMAN. 
Squire Richard . ‘6 WOOLLS. Lady Wronghead Miss W AINWRIGRT. 
Count Bassett ‘WALL. Miss Jenny . ‘* HALLAM, 
May 3oth, Mr. Tomlinfon’s benefit. 
The Gametter. 
Beverly Mr. HALLAM. Bates . . . Mr. ToMLINsoN. 
Stukely ** DougLass. Mrs. Beverly . Miss CHEER. 
Lewson ‘¢ WALL. Charlotte . . ‘© HALLAM. 
Dawson ‘© WooLts. Lucy ‘© WAINWRIGHT, 
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and The Devil to Pay. 
Jobson. . . . . . Mr. Tomuinson. | Nell. . . - « Miss WAINWRIGHT. 
Doctor . . . . Mr. Ropsrns, his first appearance on the stage. 


June 2d, laft night of the feafon. Benefit of Mr. Douglafs. 
The Earl of Effex. 


Essex . . - . . Mr. Hatta. Queen Elizabeth. . Mrs, HARMAN, 
Southampton . - . .  Dovgiass, | Rutland . . . . Miss Career. 
Burleiph . . . . . ‘** Sforris. Nottingham . . . ““ HALLAM. 

Fanny, the Phantom ; or the Cock-Lane Ghoft. 

one Orator and Peter Paragraph. - . Mr. WALL. 

Justice. . . . Mr. Wootrs. Shadrach. . . Mr. Morara. 
Counsellor . . . . ‘* TOMLINSON, Irish Sergeant . . * Douarass. 
and Catharine and Petruchio. 


A recess of several months was followed by the announce- 
ment that the “American Company,” as Douglass’ corps had 
been called during the previous season, would reappear in 
the John Street Theatre on the 9th of January, 1769, in a 
favorite comedy, and other entertainments. 

On the 16th of January “King John” was acted for the first 


time in New York, with the following cast: 
King John. ww SC .SOMr. DouGuass, _ Panduiph. . . . Mr. Morris. 


Falconbridge. . . . ‘* HALLAM. Chatillon » 2. . .  **) Raworta. 
Hubert i SE. ee Re “S THIENRY. | Melun.. 8 ‘6 WOOLLS. 
Eurl Pembroke . . . “© TOMLINSON. | Prince Arthur . . Miss M. STorer. 
Earl Salisbury. . ** PARKER. Prince Henry  . . Mrs. HARMAN. 
Robert Falconbridge . © Ropnerts. Queen Elinor. . .  * Douarass. 
King Philip . . . © BYERLY. _ Lady Constance...) Miss Cueer. 
Dauphin . = be ee OY OW ALS | Iady Falconbridge .  ‘* Storer. 
Austria. ‘© DARBY. ! Blanche of Castile .  °* HALLAM. 


On the 30th, Aaron Hill’s tragedy of “Zara” was played 
for the first time; and February 3d, the “English Merchant,” a 
play by Colman, was brought out, with small success. 

March 8d. Miss Wainwright made her first appearance this 
season as Polly in the “ Beggars’ Opera,” with Mr. Hallam for 
the first time as Capt. Macheath. 

March 17th. “By particular desire of the Grand Knot of 
the friendly Brothers of St. Patrick ;” “The Busy Body,” and 
the “ Brave Irishman ;” with the Charter song, by Mr. Woolls. 

March 28th. For the entertainment of the R. W. Grand 
Master, the M. W., and brethren of the ancient and honorable 
Society of Free and Accepted Masons; “The Tender Hus- 
band,” and the “ Upholsterer.” 


April roth. ‘ Othello.” ‘* The character of Othello to be 
attempted by a Gentleman, aflifted by other gentlemen in the 
characters of the Duke and Senators of Venice, from a benevo- 
lent and generous defign of encouraging the Theatre, and re- 
lieving the performers from fome embaraflments in which they 
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are involved. With a new fet of Scenes. To this was added 
a fong by Miss Maria Storer; an Italian Song, by Miss Hallam ; 
and the farce of ‘* Flora, or Hob in the Well.” 

“‘ The Boxes and Pit to be laid together, at 8 fhillings.” 


There is good reason to suppose that the gentleman who 
enacted Othello on this occasion, was Major Moncrieff of the 
British army, as he played the character on the 27th of 
March, 1778, in the then so-called “Theatre Royal” in New 
York, when allusion was made to his having played it toa 
crowded audience, some years ago in this city. 

What the difficulties were under which the performers 
were laboring, is not mentioned, but Dunlap supposes that 
the season was not a prosperous one. 

May lst. Benefit of Miss Storer and Miss M. Storer; “Jane 
Shore” and the “Devil to Pay.” “Tickets as usual, and of 
Miss Storers, in Horse and Cart Street, facing the Church,” 
probably the Dutch Reformed, corner of William and Fulton 
Streets. 

May 25th. Benefit of Mrs. Douglass; “Richard 3d.”—“A 
Lecture on Heads,” by Mr. Douglass—Songs, “ Thro’ the 
Wood, laddie,” by Miss Wainwright; and “Vain is beauty’s 
gaudy flower,” by Miss Hallam ; with the farce of “ Love a la 
mode.” “As Mrs. Douglass’s ill state of health prevents her 
waiting on the ladies, she humbly hopes they will excuse her 
personal application, and favour her with their company.’ 
This does not correspond with the announcement made by 
Mrs. Douglass, February 1st, 1762. 

May 29th. Mr. Hallam’s benefit; “The Constant Couple,” 
and first time, Dibdin’s farce of “The Padlock,” in which the 
beneficiary made a tremendous hit as Mungo. 

June 15th. Benefit of Messrs. Parker and Byerly, and, ad- 
vertised as the last night of the season. Not acted in sixteen 
years, the “Drummer;” “ Alexander’s Feast,” recited by Mr. 
Byerly ; and the “Padlock.” One night more was added, and 
the season terminated, on the 17th of June, with “Love for 
Love,” and (sixth time) the “ Padlock.” | 

The company does not appear to have again played in New 
York until 1773. 


CHAPTER VF. 


John Street Theatre, 1773—Military Thespians, 1777-1781. 


HE last theatrical season anterior to the Revolu- 
tion, and the last of Mr. Douglass’s management in 
i New York, was thus announced in the newspaper of 
April 12th, 1773: 


*¢ "THEATRE. 
By permiffion of his Excellency, the-Governor, (Tryon) 
By the American Company, 
On Wednefday next, being the 14th of April, 1773, 
The Theatre in John St. will be opened with 
A Comedy, 
An Occafional Prologue, 
A Farce, 
and Entertainments which will be exprefled in the Bills of the 
day. 
oe open at § o’clock. Play to begin precifely at 4 paft 6. 

Places in the Boxes may be taken at the Theatre, and it is re- 
quefted that Ladies and Gentlemen who fend to engage Boxes, 
would be pleafed to afcertain the number of feats they would 
have referved for them. Tickets to be had of Mr. Gaine, in 
Hanover Square, and at the Theatre. Boxes, 8s. Pit, 5s. 
Gallery, 3s. It may be neceflary to inform the public, that as 
the feafon is fo very far advanced, it will not be poffible to keep - 
the houfe open longer than the end of May.” 


The entertainments for the opening night have not been 
ascertained. 

The company had undergone some changes since its last 
visit—the names of Mrs. Harman, Miss Wainwright, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tomlinson, and Mr. Raworth are no longer in the bills, 
and in their stead we find Mr. Goodman, Mr. Blackler, Mr. 
Francis, Miss Richardson, and the second Mrs. Morris. Mrs. 
Douglass (formerly Mrs. Hallam, and wife of the original 
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manager of the company) must now have become quite ad- 
vanced in years, her name appears but twice during the sea- 
son—once on the occasion of the joint benefit of her husband 
and self, and once for her son’s benefit. The name of Miss 
Cheer, hitherto so prominent, is also rarely found. Cumber- 
land’s comedy of the “ West Indian” was played for the first 
time in New York, on the 16th of April.’ The cast is not 
given, but we know that Henry played Major O'Flaherty, 
wherein he was eminently successful, and that Hallam shared 
the-applauses of the town in Belcour. 

_ April 19th. “The Clandestine Marriage,” cast as before, 
with the exception of the ladies—Mrs. Morris being now the 
Mrs. Heidleberg ; Miss Hallam, Miss Sterling ; Miss Storer, 
Fanny ; and Mrs. Henry, Beity. Dancing by Mr. Francis suc- 
ceeded, and the farce of the “ Padlock” concluded the enter- 
tainments—Mr. Wall being the Leander; Mr. Woolls, Don 
Diego; Mr. Hallam, Mungo; Miss Hallam, Leonora ; and Mrs. 
Morris, Ursula. 

Mrs. Henry was the Miss Storer of the preceding season, 
(afterwards Mrs. Hogg) and the present Miss Storer had 
hitherto been designated Miss F. Storer. The present Mrs. 
Morris (her first season in New York) was eminent for beauty, 
if not for talent, and though she appears to have been en- 
gaged for general usefulness, playing old women and other 
undesirable parts, finally obtained the position of leading 
lady, and enjoyed an unmeasured share of public estimation. 
Dunlap describes her as “a tall, elegant woman, the favorite 
comedy lady, and the admiration of the public, her acting 
very spirited.” W. B. Wood says that, in 1786, “Mrs. Morris 
was generally considered the greatest object of attraction. 
This she owed perhaps to a tall, imposing, well-formed per- 
son, and a very mysterious manner.” He adds, that at a later 
period he “became satisfied that she had been greatly over- 
valued—her enunciation was wretchedly imperfect, and her 
education still worse. She was one of the numerous instances 
of personal attraction being accepted as a substitute for 
mental qualifications.” The mysterious manner alluded to 
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in Mrs. Morris was not confined to the stage. She so disliked 
being seen in daylight, that her husband obtained permission 
from a neighbor to put up a gate in his garden by which she 
could pass from her lodgings in Maiden Lane to the theatre 
without a circuit of Broadway. On her occasionally appear- 
ing in the public streets, more curiosity and bustle were ex- 
cited than in later days by a Fanny Kemble, or Jenny Lind. 
Mrs. Morris seceded from the American Company with Wig- 
nell in 1792, while still in the height of her popularity. She 
was on the Philadelphia stage until 1800, when she visited 
England. She returnd to America, played as lately as 1806, 
and died in Philadelphia in 1824, aged 72. A portrait of 
Mrs. Morris, taken in advanced life, graces an edition of 
dramas published by Lopez & Wemyss, in Philadelphia. 

April 26th. “King Lear,” as before, excepting Mr. Good- 
man as Kent; Miss Hallam as Cordelia ; Mrs. Morris, Gone- 
ril ;—and the “Citizen;” Maria, Miss Hallam. Miss Hallam, 
after a service of twenty years in the company, was at last the 
leading lady. 

April 30th. “The Earl of Essex;” and first time, a comedy 
by Foote, called “the Buck; or, Englishman returned from 
Paris.” 


May 34d, The Stratagem. 
Archer. . .... Mr. HaLyua®™. Serub- 3-4 2 -e Mr. Morris. 
Foigard .... . ‘“ GooDMAN, Lady Bountiful . . Mrs. WALL. 
Boniface . . . . . “ BYERLY. Mra. Sullen . .  .) Miss HALLAM. 
Aimwell . ... . ‘* DOUGLASS. Dorinda . .. . ‘« RICHARDSON, 
Sullen. . ... . 6 HENRY. Cherry. . .. . Mrs. HENRY. 


and fecond time, Kane O’Hara’s celebrated burletta of Midas. 


Midas . . .... Mr. GooDMAN. Pan’ 4 we 4 4 Mr. Brea_y,. 
Sileno: is: wo 8 ee ‘6 PARKER. Mysis . . .. . Miss RicuaARDsON. 
Damaeteus ... . ‘ WALL. Nysa . . 1. ‘“* STORER, 
Apollo. .... . © Woo.s. Daphne. . . . Mrs. Moruis. 
Jupiter . .... ‘* Morais, Juno... . . ‘WALL. 
Mars... .. . ‘© DovuaLass, Venus... .. ‘S HENRY. 
Mercary .... . ‘© RoBeEgts. Diana. . .. . Miss H1ALLAM. 


This piece is still occasionally performed with applause. 
About this period several disturbances occurred in the gal- 
lery, and the performers on the stage and in the orchestra 
were repeatedly insulted therefrom. Mr. Douglass gave 
notice that on a repetition of these insults the gallery would 
be closed. 
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May ae Congreve’s tragedy of the Mourning Bride. 


Osemin. . - « Mr. HattamM. Alonzo. . . . . Mr. Brerty. 
Manuel... . . ‘* DoveLass. Heli ..... ‘6 PARKER. 
Garcia. . . .. . =“ HENRY. Zara . . . . . Mrs. Morris. 
Gonsales . .. . . £‘** Morris. Almeria . . . . Miss HALLAM. 
Selim . . . . . ‘© Watt. Leonora... . ‘6 STORER. 


It seems seange now that this play could ever have been 
popular, yet Zara was one of Mrs. Siddons’s most favorite and 
attractive characters. 


May 17th, firft time, Bickerftaff’s opera, The Maid of the Mill. 


Lord Aimworth . . . Mr. Hatta. | Mervin. . . . . Mr. PARKER. 
Sir Harry Sycamore . ‘* GoopMAN. Lady ne decom . . Mrs. Morris. 
Gilee . . . . . . =“ Woous. Fanny. . - + Miss Storer. 
Ralph. . . . . . ‘* WALL. Theodosia. . . . ‘* RICHARDSON. 
Fairfield . . . . ‘¢ DouGLass. Patty . .. . . ‘* HALLAM. 


This mama drama had been brought out at Covent Gar- 
den in 1765, and the beauty of its melodies rendered it long 
a favorite. 


May 24th, Nat Lee’s tragedy of Theodofius. 


Theodosius .. . . Mr. Henry. Aranthes . . . Mr. Watt. 
Varanes .... . “‘** HALLamM. Pulcheria . . . . Mrs. Morgis. 
Marcian . . . . . ‘* DouGLass. Athenais . . . . Miss HaLLaM, 
Leontine . . . . . ‘*§ GOODMAN. ‘ Flavilla .... ‘6 STORER. 
Atticos . ... . £‘** Woors. Marina a £ we 8 ‘6 ~RICHABDSON. 
Lucius. . .. . . £=‘** PARKER. Julia. . . . . Mrs. WALL. 
and The Lying Valet. 

Sharp... . . . Mr. Morris. Melissa . . . . Mrs. Morris. 
Justice Guttle . . . ‘f GoopMman. Kitty Pry. . . . ‘* HEwry. 


Dunlap says that for many years “Theodosius” was a very 
popular tragedy. The above is the only cast in New York 
that we have found. Probably it has never been performed 
during the nineteenth century. 


June rft, firft time, Garrick’s celebrated romance of 
Cymon and Sylvia. 


Cymon. ... . . Mr. HALLAM. Cupid. . . . . . Miss Storsr. 
Merlin. . . . . . =‘ GOODMAN, Sylvia .... . ‘* HALLAM. 
Linco... . . . =‘ Woo.L.s. Dorcas .... . ‘¢ RICHARDSON. 
Dorus . ... . . ‘* Morris. Fatima . . . . . Mrs, HENRY. 
Dorilas. . . . . . °* Wat Urganda. .. . . ‘* Morris. 
Damon . . . ‘** BYERLY. 
lane fe Cymon and Sylvia ; 

and, fecond time, O’Brien’s farce, called Crofs Purpofes. 
Grub. . - « e Mr. GoopMan. Robin . . . . . Mr. Morris. 
Francis Bevil - « . ** Dova.ass. Consol. . ... ‘* BYERLY. 
Barry Bevil . . . . ‘* Henry. Mrs.Grub . . . Mrs. Morris. 
George Bevil. . . . ‘* HALbam. Emily . . . . . Miss Storer. 
Chapean . ... . ‘* WALL. Maid ... . . ‘* RICHARDSON, 


June 14th, Benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Douglafs. 
“ Richard 3rd,”—Miss Cheer appearing as Queen Elizabeth, 
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Miss Hallam as Lady Anne, Mrs. Douglass as the Duchess of 
York, and a “Gentleman,” making his entrée on the Stage, as 
the Earl of Richmond,—Hallam, of course, being the “ Crook- 
backed Tyrant.” Mr. Douglass delivered a prologue “in char- 
acter of a Master Mason,” and Miss Storer sang “Eileen 
Aroon.” “ Midas” concluded the entertainments. 


June a2rft, Benefit of Mifs Cheer and Mr. Woolls, 
Milton’s celebrated Mafque of Comus.—(Probably for the firft 


time in America.) 


Comus. . . . « « Mr. Henry. Third Spirit . . . Mr. Wootts. 
Elder Brother - « « « * PARKER. The Lady . . . . Miss CHEER. 
Younger Brother . . . ‘* GOODMAN. | Euphrosyne .. . ‘* STORER. 
First Spirit . . . . “ BYERLY. Sabrina. . . . . ‘© HALLAM. 
Second Spirit . . . ° ‘* Morris. Satyrs . . . . . Mr. Franois, &. 


Bacchanals and Bacchantes by the whole company. 


and High Life Below Stairs. 
Miss Kitty. . . . . 1... . . ws. . . Miss Curse. 
The last time that “Comus” was revived in New York was 
at Burton’s Theatre in Chambers Street, in 1848, with a very 
indifferent cast. 


June 28th, Benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Morris, 


Rowe’s tragedy of Tamerlane. 
Prince of Tanais . . . . . . . . By a GENTLEMAN,—His first appearance. 
Tamerlane. . . . . . Mr. DovuGLass. Dervise . . . . . . Mr. Morris. 

. Bajazet . . . . e . ‘“* HALLAM. Mirvan. . . . . . ‘“* BUACKLER. 
Moneseps . .. . ~-. . ‘* GOODMAN, Zamor . . . . . . ‘“f PARKER, 
Omar ... .. . . ‘f HENRY. Selima . . . . . . Miss HALLAM. 
HNaly . . . . . . . =“ BYERLY. Arpasia. . . . . . Mrs. Morris. 


and, never played in America, Garrick’s farce of 
The Irifh Widow. 


Sir Patrick O’Neal . . . Mr. GoopMaAn. Whittle. . . . . . Mr. Brgrtry. 
Kecksy . . . . . ~ ‘* MORRIB. Bates. . . . . * BLACKLER. 
Nephew . . . ~ .  ** Wat. Widow Brady . . . . Mrs, Morris. 


July rf, Mefiis. Hallam and Goodman’s benefit, 
The Conftant Couple. 


Sir Harry Wildair . . . Mr. HALiamM. Lady Lurewell . . . Mrs. Morris. 

Beau Clincher . . . . ‘* GOODMAN. Lady Darling. . . . ‘* Doug Lass. 

Vizard. . . .. . . £=‘** BYERLY. Angelica... . Miss HaLLaM. 
Recitation—'‘ Bucks have at ye all”. . . . . . +. Mr. HALLAM. 

and Harlequin Collector. 

First Harlequin. . . . Mr. HALLAM. Anatomist. . . . . Mr. BYERLY. 

Second Papas ea & 7 “WATL Statuary . . . . . ‘* DOUGLA8B. 

Clown. . . . . . ‘* Morris. Miller. . . . .) .) OS) ~GoopMAN, 

Magician. . . - - - ‘* WOOoLts. Columbine. . . . . Miss HALLAM. 


No report of Mr. Goodman’s merits has reached us, but it is 
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evident that he ranked as high as any gentleman in the com- 
pany, Mr. Hallam alone excepted,—his list of characters in- 
cluding Mercutio, Lewson, Kent, Hardcastle, Midas, Sir Harry 
Sycamore, Sir Patrick O'Neal, Beau Clincher, Foigard, and 
others of importance. | 


July rath. Benefit of Mr. Roberts and Mifs Richardfon, 


Jane Shore. . 
Jane Shore (firsttime) . Mrs. Morais. }) -Alieia: %. <0 wi B:. fe. 4 Miss HaLiaM. 


July roth. Laft Night of the Seafon. 
Benefit of Mefirs. Dermot and Francis. 


The Merchant, of Venice. 


Shylock . . ... . Mr. Hata. P. abate e & ce te: a Mr. Dermot. 

Bassanio . .... . ‘6 6 BYERLY. ( PFauncelot. . . . . ‘6 MORRIS. 

Gratiano . ..... ‘* HUGHES. Portia . . . . . Mrs. Morxis. 

Antonio ..... . ‘* Henry. Nerissa. . . . . . Miss RICHABDSON. 
ee Ae Bg ‘6 ~WOoOLLs. Jessica. . . . . . #=* £STORER. 
Harlequin Dance ....... . . 6 2. «+ Mr. Frawnois. 

and The Miller of Mansfield. 

The King. . ... . Mr. Henry. | The Mille. . . . . Mr. MorBISs. 


July 26th. The season being extended, a benefit was an- 
nounced towards the support of the Hospital about to be 
erected in New York. 


George Barnwell. 


Barnwell .... . Mr. Haan. Blunt: «© « « #4 Mr. Bregrty. 
Trueman..... . ‘¢ GOODMAN, Millwood . . .. . Mrs. Morris. 
Thoroughgood . . . . ‘* Morris. Maria 2 6 ow 2 & Miss STORER. 
Uncle. . . ..-. ‘6 HENRY. Lucy .. 6 «© « % ‘* RICHARDSON, 
Oceasional Prologue . ... .. .. +. «.. -» By Mr. Haram. 


(Written by Rev. Dr. Cooper, Provost of King’s College.) 


and Edgar and Emmeline. ‘ 
Edgar. . ..-.. Mr. HALLAM. | Emmeline. . . . . Miss HALLAM. 
Florimond. .... .- “WALL, Spirits . Miss Storer & Mrs. Morris. 


‘CN.B. It is hoped that all who are charitably difpofed, or wifh 
well to fo laudable and ufeful an undertaking, will countenance 
this play with their prefence, or otherwife contribute their mite. 
to fo good a work as the providing a receptacle for the fick and 
needy. It is hoped by the friends of the Hofpital that the moral 
of the Play to be acted will have fome influence with thofe who 
are otherwife no friends to the Theatre.” 


The hospital was erected quite out of town, in Broadway, 
between what are now known as Duane and Worth (formerly 
Anthony) Streets. 
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The following is Dr. Cooper’s prologue: 


“ With melting breast, the wretch’s pangs to feel, 
His cares to soften, or his anguish heal ; 
Wo into peace by pity to beguile, 
And make disease, and want, and sorrow smile ; 
Are deeds that nobly mark the generous mind 
Which swells with liberal love to human kind, 
And triumphs in each joy to others known 
As blissful portions added to his own. 
Small though our powers, we pant with honest heart 
In pity’s cause to bear an humble part; 
We gladly give this night to aid a plan 
Whose object’s charity and good to man. 

@ 


Ll 
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Patrons of charity! While time endures 

Be every bliss of conscious virtue yours! 

The hoary father snatched from want and pain, 
Oft to his consort and his youthful train 

Shall praise the hand that raised his drooping head, 
When every hope, when every friend had fled, 
That raised him, cold and naked, from the ground 
And poured the healing balsam in his wound ; 
With kindly art detained his parting breath 
And back repelled the threatening dart of death. 
The plaintive widow shedding tears of joy, 

As fondly watching o’er her darling boy, 

Her anxious eyes with keen discernment trace 
The dawn of health relumining his face. 

Shall clasp him to her breast with raptures new, 
And pour the prayer of gratitude for you. 

In you, the Jong lost characters shall blend 

Of guardian, brother, father, husband, friend ! 
And sure if bliss in mortal breast can shine 
That purest bliss, humanity! is thine. 

Let not mistaken avarice deplore 

Each mite diminished from his useless store,— 
But tell the wretch—-that liberal acts bestow 
Delights which hear.s like his can never know. 
Tell—for you feel—thut generous love receives 
A double portion of the joy it gives, 

Beams o’er the soul, a radiance pure and even, 
And antidates on earth, the bliss of Heaven. 
This night, to youth, our moral scene displays 
How false, how fatal, are the wanton’s ways ; 
Paints her alluring looks, fallacious wiles, 

And the black ruin lurking in her smiles ;— 
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Bide us the first approach of vice to shun, 

And claims a tear for innocence undone. 

While scenes like this employ our humble stage, 
We fondly hope your favours to engage ; 

No ribald page shall here admittance claim 
Which decency or virtue brands with shame ; 

No artful hint that wounds the virgin’s ear, 

No thought that modesty would blush to hear ;— 
We ask no patronage—disclaim applause— 

But while we act and speak in Virtue’s cause ;— 
This is our aim—and while we this pursue, 

We ne’er can fail of patronage from you.” 


The season closed on the 2d> of August with the first per- 
formance, in New York, of Goldsmith’s still highly popular 
comedy, called “She Stoops to Conquer,” thus cast: 


Hardcastle. . . Mr. Goonwan, Landlord . . . . . Mr. Wootts. 


Bir Charles Marlow. . . * Morris. Diggory . . . . . #“ WHuGues. 
Young Marlow . . . . ‘“ Henry. Mrs. Hardcastle . . . Mrs. Morris. 
Hastings. . . . . . ‘* BYERLY. Miss Hardcastle. . . Miss HALLAM. 
Tony Lumpkin. . . . ‘* HALLAM. Miss Neville. . . . ‘* Srorgr. 
and The Mufical Lady. 

Mask... . . . . Mr. Brerty. Rossini. . . . . . Mr. Roberts. 
Old Mask. . . . . . “ Morrrs. Lady Scrape. . . . Miss Storer. 
Freeman... . . . ‘* HUGHES. Sophy. . . . . . ‘“ Hattam. 


The company proceeded to Annapolis and Philadelphia, 
(where Mrs. Douglass died) and thence to Charleston, where 
they played until June, 1774. Hallam, Miss Hallam, and 
Woolls, sailed from Charleston for London, and Douglass re- 
turned to New York, intending to open in John Street in the 
fall ; Hallam sending out, either as a substitute for himself, or 
simply as a desirable recruit, his cousin, Thomas Wignell, who 
arrived here in October, and who afterwards became celebrated 
as actor and manager. But on the 24th of October, 1774, the 
Provincial Congress passed a resolution recommending the 
suspension of all public amusements, and this recommenda- 
tion was looked upon as law by all American Patriots. 
Douglass, knowing that it would be in vain to hope for 
patronage or support on the continent, embarked with Wig- 
nell and the rest of the company for the West Indies, where 
he finally retired from the management, wherein he was suc- 
ceeded by young Hallam, who ultimately associated with him- 
self his popular rival, John Henry. 
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Thus ends the record of professional performances pre- 
ceding the grand Historical Drama of the American Revo- 
lution. 

But while that great work was in progress, and when the 
British army occupied the City of New York, amateurs were 
not wanting among its officers to keep the John Street Theatre 
open, under the title of THeatre Roya. From January, 1777, 
to June, 1781, performances took place, during stated seasons, 
for the benefit of various charities, or for private amusement, 
some of which would have done credit to a regular theatre. 
Surgeon-General Beaumont and Captain Delancy were the 
managers, and the latter, assisted by Major André, was the 
principal scene-painter. Among the performers were Majors 
Williams, Moncrieff, and André; Captains Delancy, Seix, 
Loftus, Bradden, Phipps, Stanley, Madden, Adye, Fawcet, 
Hardenbrook, and Shreve, with Lieutenants Pennefeather, 
Legrange, and Butler, and Mr. Hulett and Son, of Hallam’s 
_ oldcompany. ‘Colonel Guy Johnson was also at one time as- 
sociated in the management Dunlap saw several perform- 
ances of these military Thespians, and has expressed a favor- 
able opinion of them, but as we do not consider them legiti- 
mate subjects for our pen, we pass them over without notice. 
These heroes of the stage, and servants of his most stubborn 
Majesty, George the Third, weuried of their labors, and aban- 
doned the boards long before they were compelled to evacuate 
the city. 


CHAPTER VI. 


John Street Theatre, A. D. 1785, (Hallam and Henry, Managers)—Preliminary 
Performances—Formal Re-opening—William Dunlap, 1787-9—Division of the 
Company— William Street Theatre, 1790—Corre’s Garden, 1791. 


H E records of the New York Stage for the first 
five years following the close of the Revolution are 
few and unsatisfactory. The people, who had en- 
dured so much in their contest with the mother country, were 
little inclined to welcome those who had neither shared in 
their sufferings nor hoped for their success. Nor did the ° 
players themselves, after the proclamation of peace, hurriedly 
undertake a journey into the land that (notwithstanding the 
occasional rebuffs they received) had flowed for them as with 
milk and honey. They undoubtedly were in dread of a cool 
reception. At length, however, as if to try the temper of the 
town, after having spent a few unprofitable months at Phila- 
delphia, Lewis Hallam, the son of Lewis Hallam, Sen., of 1753, 
and the successor of David Douglass, arrived in New York 
with a feeble company, and opened the John Street Theatre 
on the 24th of August, 1785. The entertainments were an- 
nounced as a course of lectures by Mr. Hallam, beginnng with 
a prologue and terminating with a pantomime, to be supported 
by Messrs. Hallam, Moore, Allen, Lake, Bentley, Durang, Miss 
Durang, and Mrs. Allen. John Durang was a native of Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, and the first native American who ob- 
tained reputation on the stage as a dancer. He was born 
January 6th, 1768, made his first appearance in the profession 
during the company’s late sojourn in Philadelphia, and died 
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in that city, March 1822, leaving a numerous family of de- 
scendants well known to the stage. His sister, Miss Catharine 
Durang, became the wife of M. Busselott, a French officer, 
afterwards an artist attached to the American stage. Of the 
remainder of the corps nothing is known, save that Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen were the parents of the since eccentrically dis- 
tinguished Andrew Jackson Allen. The first benefit was 
that of Mr. Moore, which took place September 20th, when a 
regular drama was performed for the first time in New York 
after the Revolution, being the petit comedy of the “ Citizen,” 
with Hallam as Young Philpot, Allen as Old Philpot, Moore 
as Young Wilding, and Mrs. Allen as Maria. 

Macklin’s farce of “Love a la Mode” is first noticed on the 
New York stage for Mr. Allen’s benefit, Sept. 23d, with 
the following cast: 


Sir Archy McSarcasm . . Mr. Moore. Beau Mordecai .. . . Mr. Lage. 
Sir Callaghan O’Brallaghan ‘¢ HALLAM. Squire Groom. . . . . ‘“* ALLEN. 
Sir Theodore Goodchild . . ‘* BENTLEY. Charlotte . . . © Mrs. ALLEN. 


Mr. Bentley, on the 27th, offered Foote’s farce of the “ Devil 
on Two Sticks,” cast as follows: 


Asmodeus, and Doctor Squib . ‘ Mr. HaLLaM. 

asain ms Doctor Last . ct, he ae, a re, OO AEN, 
Julep... . Mr. BENTLEY. | Mrs. Maxwell. . . . . Mrs. ALLEN. 
Camphire .. . . . ‘* Durane. Margaret . . . . . . Miss Dorana. 
and, for the frit time, The Flitch of Bacon. 
Captain Greville . Mr. HaLiam. Justice Benbow ; . Mr. Lake. 
Captain Wilson. ‘* BENTLEY. Major Benbow ‘¢ ALLEN. 
Tipple ‘* Moorg. Eliza Mra. ALLEN. 


3 
O€. 4th, Mrs. Allen’s night. 
Thomas and Sally. 

Thomas . Mr. HaLiam. Doroas . - Mr. BEenrier. 
Squire ‘« Moore. Sally - Mrs. ALLEN. 
and Catharine and Patruchio. 
Petruchio - Mr. Hartviam. Biondello 
Baptista . . ‘© BENTLEY. Tailor Mr. Moons. 
Hortensio ¢ LAKE. Catharine . . Mrs. ALLEN. 
Grumio . . : ‘6 ALLEN, Bianca . - Miss Duranea. 

Oa€a. ath, Mr. Lake’s night. 

Lethe. 

ZEsop . Mr. BENTLEY. Lord vores 2 - Mr. ALLEN. 
Mercury « Soon Tailor P ‘© ~6Dugana. 
Fine Gentleman : Charon . “LAKE. 
Drunken Man. . ‘* HALLAM. Mrs. Riot . Mrs, ALLEN. 

O@. 11th, Damon and Phillida. 
Damon . Mr, Hatiam. Mopsus Mr. Bryer. 
Corydon . “ ALLEN. Cymon . ‘*  Moong. 
Arcas : “© LakE. Phillida Mrs. ALLEN. 
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and Crofs Purpofes. 

Grob. ....... Mr. Moors. Harry Bevil . . .. . Mr. Laxx. 
Consol - ..... ‘© ALLEN. Francis Bevil . . . . . ‘*¢ HALiaM. 
Chapeau. ...... ** HALLAM. Mrs.Grub..... . Mra. ALLEN, 
George Bevil . . . . . ‘© BENTLEY. Emily ...... - Miss Durana. 

O@&. 14th, The Mock Doétor. 

Gregory. - ..... Mr. ALLEN Squire Robert . . . . Mr. Moors. 
Leander. ..... . *¢ HALLaM Hellebore . .... - ‘* LAKE. 
Sir Jasper . . . . . . ‘6 BRENtLey. Charlotte ..... - Miss DuRANG. 
HGPry ke ae Ks ‘* LAKE. Dorcas. . - »- - + + Mrs. ALLEN. 


The performers were frequently obliged to double their 
characters, and in some instances to éreble them, and occa- 
sionally a female part was represented by one of the opposite 
sex. 

Oct. 24th. First performance noticed of Hartson’s tragedy, 


The Countefs of Salifbury. 


yt 4). a ee a Mr. HALLam Grey. . . . «© «© 6 « Mr. ALLEN 
Raymond ..... . ‘© Moore. Countess ..... - Mrs. ALLEN. 
Morton ....... ‘* BENTLEY. Eleanor ....- . Miss Durane. 
and the first of the long-admired farce of 

The Ghoft. 
Sir Jeffrey Constant . . . Mr. Moone. Trusty . ..... - Mr. BENTL&Y. 
Captain Constant . . . . ‘* Lage. Belinda. . .... « Miss Dugane. 
Roger ....... ‘“* HALLAM. Dorothy. . ....- Mrs. ALLEN. 
Clinch . . . 2. ws. ‘© ALLEN. 


The season closed on the lst of November with the “ Busy- 
body,” and “The Mock Doctor.” 

The company presented Mr. Lawrence Embree, one of the 
Commissioners of the Alms-house, with £40, for the use of 
the poor, which, at a meeting of the Common Council, present 
James Duane, Mayor, and Richard Varick, Recorder, held Oct. 
14, 1785, was directed to be returned to them, “as the play- 
house was opened without license or permission of the civil 
authority, and the acceptance of the donation might authorize 
a conclusion that the Board approved of the opening of said 
Theatre.” 

The public, however, had given sufficient encouragement to 
induce the now regularly installed managers, Hallam and 
Henry, to bring on the main body of their performers, and on 
the 21st of November, 1785, the John Street Theatre, newly 
painted and decorated, was opened with the following bill, of 
which we present a fac-simile of the original: 
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New York, November rgth, 1785. 


THEATRE. 


By the Old American Company. 


On Monday Evening, the 21/f of November, will be performed, 


A TRAGEDY, 
CALLED, THE 


GAMESTER 


Beverly, r. Henry, 


Lewfon, 8 Wignell, 
Jarvis, Mr. Morris, 
Dawfon, Mr. Woolls, 
Bates, Mr. Biddle, 
And, Stukely, Mr. Harper, 
Charlotte, Mrs. Harper, 
Lucy, Mrs. Tuke, 
And, Mrs. Beverly, Mrs. Morris. 


An Occafional PROLOGUE by Mr. HARPER. 
End of thee PLAY, 
A FLUTE CONCERTO. 


To which will be Added, 
An ENTERTAINMENT, Called, 


LOVE A-la- Mode. 


Sir Callaghan O’Brallaghan, Henry, 
Sir Archy Macfarcafm, * a Biddle, 
Beau Mordecai, Mr. Morris, 
Sir Theodore, Mr. Woolls, 
And, Squire Groom, Mr. Wignell. 
The Lady, Mrs. Morris. 


The Doors will be open at Half after Five, and the Curtain 
drawn up precifely at, 4 Quarter after Stix 0’ Clock. 

Places in the Boxes may be taken of Mr. Delamater, at the Box 
Lobby, every Day, from Ten to Twelve in the Forenoon, and 
from Four to Five in the Evening; where alfo TICKETS 
may be had, and at Mr. Garne’s Book-Store, in Hanover- 
Sguare. 

Ladies and Gentlemen are requefted to defire their Servants to 
take up and fet down with their Horfes Heads towards the 
Eaft-River, to avoid Confufion ; alfo as foon as they are feated, 
to order their Servants out of the Boxes. 

BOX 8s. PIT 6s. and GALLERY 4s. 
* * No Perfon to be admitted behind the Scenes, on any Account 
whatever. 


Vivat Refpublica. 
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The performance called forth the following notice from 
McLean’s Independent Journal: 


“¢ Taft Monday Evening, the Theatre in this city was opened 
to one of the moft brilliant and moft numerous audience of ladies 
and gentlemen that ever yet graced a dramatic performance on 
this continent. 

“¢ The play was the ‘ Gamefter’—the farce ‘ Love A-la-Mode.’ 
All the parts were acted with great ability by our old acquaint- 
ance, the long approved and very refpectable American Company, 
who received unremitted plaudits from every part of the houfe, 
which at a vaft expenfe is now repainted, beautified, and illu- 
minated in a ftyle to vie with European fplendour.”’ 


The motto over the stage was “ Quicquid agunt homines.” 
Of the company, Hallam, Henry, Wignell, Morris, Woolls, and 
Mrs. Morris were sharers, the others were on salary. Thomas 
Wignell was the most important stranger. As before stated; 
he arrived in New York and joined the company before the 
war, but without performing here, was immediately trans- 
ferred to the more peaceful and profitable circuit in the West 
Indies. He now made his first appearance in the characters 
of Lewson, and Squire Groom. He is described by Dunlap 
as an athletic man, below the ordinary height, with a 
slight stoop in his shoulders, handsomely formed limbs, and 
remarkably small feet, His large blue eyes were rich in 
expression, and his comedy was luxuriant in humor, but al- 
ways faithful to his author. W. B. Wood adds, that he was a 
most amiable and well-mannered man, and that he found in 


him an invaluable friend and father. Mr. Wignell grew into 
great favor in New York, and remained a member of the 


American company until 1791, when, in consequence of some 
ill-treatment at the hands of Hallam and Henry (principally, 
we believe, the refusal of a promised furlough to visit his 
European friends), he left the concern and embarked in an 
Opposition enterprise, for which he secured the finest theatri- 
cal corps ever then seen in America, and probably never 
surpassed since. Philadelphia was abandoned to his undis- 
puted sway, and for several years its stage took precedence 
of New York in the rank of its performers and the complete- 
ness and elegance of its appointments. Mr. Wignell there 
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married the celebrated Mrs. Merry (formerly Miss Brunton) 
on the Ist of January, 1803, and, on the 23d of February fol- 
lowing, died unexpectedly from the inflammation of a vein in 
which he had been bled a few days previous, for a determina- 
tion of blood to the head. He was the son of an old London 
actor of moderate abilities, contemporary with Garrick, and 
was about fifty years of age at the time of his death. 

Harper was next in point of value. Although marked with 
the small-pox, he was a handsome man, with expressive eyes 
and fine teeth. He became a favorite in light comedy, and . 
was the original personator in America of Charles Surface. 
In the year 1800, after an absence of eight years, he returned 
to New York, but new favorites then occupied his place, and 
he declined into a lower and broader range of parts. He was 
last seen here in 1805. 

His first wife, who appeared as Charlotte, was a very useful 
actress, and filled a widely diversified range of characters 
very respectably. 

Mr. Henry and Mrs. Morris had greatly improved during 
their absence. The former was now thoroughly capable of 
leading in either department of the drama, and the latter 
soon became the paramount pet of the public. Biddle was 
merely passable, and Morris and Woolls had declined in 
abilities and in public estimation. Dunlap says that Hallam 
introduced to the stage two ladies of the name of Tuke, one 
after the death of the other. If the Mrs. Tuke in the bill 
was the first named, nothing is known of her theatrical re- 
pute—if she was the Miss Tuke who a few years later became 
Mrs. Hallam, Dunlap describes her at present as young, 
comely and awkward, but as afterwards improving in beauty 
and elegance, and ripening into an actress of merit. She 
was the first American actress who attained celebrity, and 
this she owed to the assiduous attentions of her husband, 
whose instructions raised her from comparative worthlessness 
to a high station in the theatre. She was first known as Mrs. 
Hallam in 1792, and remained with the New York company 
until 1806, when she retired with her husband. 
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The newspapers of the day furnish us with few casts. On 
the 23d of November, Thompson’s tragedy of “Edward and 
Eleonora,” and the “Deuce is in him,” were performed; and 
on the 24th, “Venice preserved,” and “Catharine and Petru- 
chio.” | 

Dec. 7th, “The Busy Body,” and, for the first time, O’Keefe’s 
musical farce of “The Poor Soldier,” thus cast: 


Patrick . . . .... Mr. Henry. Darby ..... . Mr. WIGNELL. 
Capt. Fitzroy . . . . . ‘* HARPER. Norah << 8) AP Ge os Misa TUKE. 
Dermot. . . ... . s¢ ‘WOoOOLLs. Kathleen . ... . Mrs. MoRRIBs. 


Wignell’s Darby was considered perfect, and for many 
years few actors were willing to follow him in it. 

Dec. 16th. Probably for the first time in America, Sheri- 
dan’s brilliant masterpiece—the “School for Scandal,” the 
cast of which we copy from the first American edition. 


Sir Peter Teazlie . . . . Mr. HENRY. Rowley. . ... . Mr. Woo zs. 

Sir Oliver Surface . ‘* Morris. Moses . . .... ‘© RYAN. 
Joseph Surface . . . . ‘* WIGNELL. Lady Teazle . . . . Mrs. Morais. 
Charles Surface . . . . ‘* HARPER. Lady Sneerwell . . . ‘*  WILLIAMBON. 
Sir Benj. Backbite . . . ‘* BippLe. Mrs. Candour. - .  ‘§*© Harmpgr. 
Crabtree. . . . .. . ‘¢ HEagp. Maria. 1. . 2 « Miss Tuxs. 


In the estimation of the public, nothing could be finer than 
the general performance of this comedy,—Henry, Harper, Wig- 
nell, and Mrs. Morris of course taking the largest share of 
praise. Its popularity, as is well known, has never abated to 
the present moment. 

Dec. 26th. Never performed here, a tragedy by Richard 
Savage, called “Sir Thomas Overbury.” 

January 11th, 1786. “Jane Shore,” and never performed 
here, a pantomime called “Robinson Crusoe and Harlequin 
Friday.” Robinson Crusoe, Mr. Hallam; Pantaloon, Mr. Wig- 
nell; Columbine, Mrs. Harper. 


Jan. 16th. Hamlet. 
Hamiet........ Mr. HALLAM. | Ophelia. . ... . Mrs. Morris. 
Ghost... .... . ‘© HENay. Queen ...... ‘< HARPER. 


The Daily Advertiser of January 21st contained the follow- 
ing article from Mr. Henry : 


‘“*A report having prevailed that the fubfcriber is author of 
feveral pieces which have lately appeared in favour of the Theatre, 
he begs leave thus publicly to difavow not only being fo, but alfo 
every knowledge of the writers ; affuring the inhabitants he holds 
the character of the gentlemen who have thought proper to 


72 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK 8TAGE. 


forward the petition for difcountenancing the drama in too 
refpectable a light, however contrary their fentiments to his 
intereft, to publifh anything that might give them a fhadow of 
offence—on this fuppofition—they are acting from their feelings. 
“Yet ftill he flatters himfelf, the chaftity and morality of the 
entertainments prefented there, the truly refpectable audiences 
that nightly give fan&tion to them—the promifes made the 
American Company when they left the city in 1775—their known 
attachment and affection for their gracious patrons—the number 
of years they have paffed in their fervice, and the painful idea of 
depriving 72 innocent perfons employed about the Theatre of 
their daily bread—will at length remove the veil of prejudice, and 
the drama appear amply capable of its proper, its original defig- 
nation, DELECTANDO PARITERQUE MONENDO. 
“ JoHn Henry.” 


The italics and capitals are as in the original. 

At this period some of the city clergy attacked the stage 
and procured the circulation of a petition for the purpose of 
putting it down. In consequence, its friends wrote in its de- 
fence, and some of their productions, 1t appears, were errone- 
ously attributed to Henry. A petition, signed by seven 
hundred names, was finally sent to the Legislature praying for 
the suppression of the theatre, and was there opposed by a 
counter petition from names fourteen hundred. The latter 
stated that the institution was a source of innocent and ra- 
tional amusement, not more exceptionable than other public 
amusements, and affording advantages to which no other can 
pretend. If the exhibitions are contrary to good morals, they 
are amenable to ordinary law,—if not immoral, the inter- 
ference of the Legislature would deprive the citizens of that 
which they wished, and which had been approved of by great 
and enlightened minds. The Legislature left the theatre un- 
molested. 

The following notice was also issued about this time: 


“The public are refpectfully informed that on account of a 
number of complaints relative to unfair preference in boxes, many 
of which have been lately taken without being occupied, the 
managers ever ready to fhow their attention to the accommoda- 
tion of their friends and patrons, have adopted a mode to prevent 
any fimilar infringement in future, by having tickets for the 
night, which will be delivered by the box-keeper, on payment, 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 78 


to the gentlemen taking boxes, with the number of places par- 
ticularized ; a meafure which they flatter themfelves will meet 
with general approbation. HALLAM and Henry.” 


January 23d. Never performed here, the “Orphan of 
China.” (It was at least announced in 1768.) 

February 13th. “The Lyar,” advertised for the first time, 
but not performed on account of illness. This drew forth the 
following apology: 

‘<The public are refpe€tfully informed on account of fo man 
performers being indifpofed, the theatre will not be opened until 
Monday next, when care will be taken to prevent, if poffible, a 


reiteration of the difappointments that from jfickne/s alone have 
lately prevailed. Ha.iamM and Henry.” 


Re-opened Monday, February 20th, with the “Fair Peni- 
tent,” and the “ Lyar.” 

March 13th. “She Stoops to Conquer; or, Mistakes of a 
Night,” and, eleventh time, “The Poor Soldier.” 

In the Daily Advertiser of same date appeared the follow- 
ing: 

“ A Hint to the Managers of the Theatre. A number of 
your fteady freinds who have the profperity of the Theatre at 
heart, are full in opinion for the benefit of the Houfe, that the 


character of Tony Lumpkin, in the ‘ Miftakes of a Night,’ be 
performed b; Mr. Wignell.” 


The part was in the possession of Mr. Hallam, who proba- 
bly did not 1 2sign it. 

Again illness forced a closing of the doors, as we learn 
from the Advertiser of the 17th: 


“THEATRE. The indifpofition of feveral performers, with 
the prefent ftate of the weather fo unfriendly to their recovery, 
renders it impoffible to perform the comedy of ‘She Stoops to 
Conquer,’ this evening—the indulgence of the public is again 
folicited until Monday next 20th, when it will pofitively be 
prefented, as in the interim every meafure will be taken to pre- 
vent a repetition of difappointments equally unfortunate as un- 
avoidable. HaLiaM and Henry.” 


April 6th. Marinus Willett, sheriff of the city, acknowl- 
edges the receipt from Mr. John Henry of “$100 for the use 
of distressed prisoners in the goal of the city.” 

10 
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April 21st. The “Jealous Wife,” and, second time, Mrs. 
Brooke’s beautiful musical drama of “Rosina,” with the aid 
of Miss F. Storer. 

May 17th. Mrs. Kenna made her first appearance in 
America as Isabella, in the tragedy of that name. She was 
an actress of respectable ability, whose talents were neutral- 
ized by the companionship of a husband and son who proved 
to be greatly disliked by the audience. They made their first 
appearance on the 19th, in the comedy of “The Wonder.” 


Don Felix . .... . Mr. HALLAM. Lissardo ...... Mr. J. KENNA. 
Col. Britton. . ... . ** KENNA. Violaute ...... Mrs. KENNA. 
and The Citizen. 

Young Philpott. . . . . Mr. KENNA. | Maria... ... Mrs. Kenna. 
Old Philpott... .. . J. KENNA. 


May 29th. Mr. Henry’s benefit—“ The Maid of the Mill,” 
and “Daphne and Amintor.” Fanny, Miss F. Storer; Patty 
and Daphne by a young gentlewoman, her first appearance. 
This gentlewoman proved to be Miss Maria Storer, soon after 
the third Mrs. Henry, who now made her first appearance 
since childhood, in 1768. She at once bounded into the favor 
of the audience, and for several years divided her popularity 
among the ladies of the company with Mrs. Morris alone. 

May 31st. Mr. Hallam’s benefit—frst time, “The Tem- 
pest,” with the mask of “Neptune and Amphitrite.” Pros- 
pero, Mr. Hallam; Ferdinand, Mr. Harper; Tyinculo, Mr. 
Henry; Ariel, Mrs. Morris. With the “ Poor Soldier.” 

June 9th. Mrs. Harper’s benefit—“The Rivals,” for the 
first time in America, and “High Life below Stairs.” No 
cast of this date has been found to Sheridan’s fine comedy. 

June 16th. Mr. Woolls’ benefit—* Love in a Village,” and 
“Comus.” Rosetla, and the Lady, by the gentlewoman who 
played Patty for the benefit of Mr. Henry. 

June 22d. “The Rivals,” and “Thomas and Sally.” Mrs. 
Malaprop, and Sally by Mrs. Remington, her first appearance 
in America. 

July 6th. “Love in a Village.” Rosetta, Mrs. Remington, 
again announced as her first appearance. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 75 


July 14th. Mr. Biddle’s benefit—* As you Like it.” Ro- 
salind, with the epilogue, Mrs. Kenna. 

July 21st. Mr. and Mrs. Harper's benefit, and last night of 
the season. “ Alexander the Great,” and “The Poor Soldier” 
for the eighteenth time, a run unprecedented at this period 
in New York. 

The company played successively at Baltimore, Richmond, 
and Philadelphia, returning to New York in February, 1787, 
Hallam and Henry advertising a re-opening in John Street 
for the 12th of the month; but the baggage of the company 
being detained on the road at Amboy, a postponement took 
place until the 14th, when the comedy of the “ Provoked Hus- 
band,” and the farce of “ Miss in her teens,” were performed. 

On the 16th, the “West Indian” was performed, with Henry 
and Hallam in their original parts, Mrs. Morris as Charlotte 
Rusport, and the first appearance in America of Mrs. Giffard 
as Lady Rusport. The lady was attached to the company 
during the season, but was never admired. Nothing further 
of interest transpired until the 28th, when O’Keefe’s long- 
popular musical farce of the “ Agreeable Surprize” was first 
performed, with Mr. Kenna as Sir Felix Friendly, Mr. J. Kenna 
as Lingo, Mr. Woolls as Compton, Mrs. Giffard as Mrs. Chesh- 
tre, Mrs. Kenna as Laura, and Miss Tuke as Cowslip. 

March 12th. First time in eighteen years, “Cato.” Cato, 
Mr. Hallam; Marcia, Mrs. Morris; Semphronius, by a gentle- 
man, his first appearance on the stage. He afterwards joined 
the company as Mr. Smallwood, proving but a feeble addition 
to its strength. 

March 23d. Mrs. Harper played Jane Shore, with Mrs. 
Kenna as Alicia. 

March 30th. Mr. Hallam as Alexander the Great, and first 
time in New York, Macklin’s farce of the “ True-born Irish- 
man; or, the Irish Fine Lady.” 


Count Mushroom. . . . Mr. WIGNELL. Murrough O’Dogherty. . . Mr. HEnry. 
Counsellor Hamilton. . . ‘* Harpgr. Mrs. Diggerty . ... . Mrs. Morris. 
Lady Bab Frightful . . . .... 4... . Mrs. GIFFARD, 


a character for which the critics said her personal appearance 
specially well adapted her. 
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On the 16th of April, the first public performance in a 
regular theatre of a play written by a citizen of America took 
place. Other dramas had been written—one, a tragedy, by 
Thomas Godfrey, of Philadelphia, entitled the “Prince of 
Parthia,” had been published in 1765; and another, ‘by 
Barnaby Bidwell, entitled the “Mercenary Match,” had been 
enacted by the students of Yale College, under the superin- 
tendence of its President, the Rev. Dr. Ezra Styles, but none 
had as yet been performed by professional comedians. 

The piece was announced as a comedy, in five acts, by a 
citizen of America, and entitled the “Contrast,” the cast as 


follows: 

Jonathan... .. . Mr, WIGNELL. Servant .... . Mr. LAKE. 

Col. Manly. .... . ‘* HALLAM. Charlotte Manly. . . Mrs. Morris. 
Jessamy .. . =... ‘6 BIDDLE. Maria. . .... ‘© HARPER. 
Dimple «2 « « «.'% < ‘6 HARPER. Letitia. . 2. 2... ‘6 WILLIAMSON. 
Von Rough. .... . s¢ Morais. Jepny..... . Miss TUKE. 


Dunlap says that it was deficient in plot, dialogue and inci- 
dent, but that the character of Jonathan displayed a degree of 
humor and knowledge of Yankee dialect, which in the hands 
of Wignell, caused it to be highly relished by the audience. 
It was played four times during the season. Its author was 
Royal Tyler, a native of Massachusetts, and afterwards Chief- 
Justice of. the State of Vermont, where he died in 1825, at 
the age of seventy. 

May 7th. Mr. Hallam’s benefit—Macbeth, by Mr. Hallam; 
and, never performed here, Pilon’s farce of the “ Deaf Lover.” 

May 18th. Mr. Wignell’s benefit: Tickets to be had of 
him at No.6 Maiden Lane. “Alexander the Great,” and, 
never yet performed, a farce by the author of the “Contrast,” 
called “ May-day in Town; or, New York in an Uproar.” Pro- 
logue by Mrs. Morris. The entertainments were postponed 
until the next day, when the “ Recruiting Officer” was substi- 
tuted for “ Alexander the Great.” 

May 23d. Mrs. Kenna’s benefit—* All in the Wrong.” 


Sir John Restless. . . . Mr. Henry. Lady Restless . . .. . Mrs. Kenna. 
Beverly. . .... . ‘“* HALLAM. Belinda . . . ... “« Morris. 


June lst. Mr. Henry's benefit—first time, Sheridan’s opera 
of the “Duenna;” Don Jerome, Mr. Henry. With the opera 
of “Selima and Azor,” by Sir George Collier; Azor, Mr. Hen- 
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ry; Scander, Mr. Harper; Fatima, Miss Tuke; and Selima, by 
a “gentlewoman,” her first appearance this season. 

June 6th. Mrs. Morris’s night—*The Fashionable Lover ;” 
Augusta Aubrey, Mrs. Morris. An epilogue, in the character 
of Nobody, by Mr. Wignell, and, first time, Foote’s celebrated 
farce of the “ Author;” Cadwallader, Mr. Hallam; Mrs. Cad- 
wallader, Mrs. Morris. 

June 8th. Mr. Hallam’s name was presented a third time 
for a benefit, with the “ Fashionable Lover,”—his previous ones 
having been unsuccessful. The season, which had not been 
a favorable one, terminated on the 9th, with the same bill. 

After a recess of more than six months, the John Street 
Theatre was re-opened on the 21st of December, 1787, with a 
prose tragedy, by Mr. Cumberland, called the “Mysterious 
Husband,” and the farce of the “ Deserter.” 

“ Mefirs. Hallam and Henry refpe€tfully inform the public 
that in compliance with the wifhes of many refpe€table patrons 
of the Theatre, there will be only two nights performance in a 


week, viz. Mondays and Thurfdays, and on Affembly week 
Mondays and Fridays. Vivat Refpublica.” 
January 2d, 1788. “The Clandestine Marriage,” and “The 
Guardian.” Hearitly, Mr. Hallam; Harriet, Miss Tuke. 
January 14th. ‘Meffrs. Hallam and Henry refpetfully in- 
form the public that there will be a performance on Monday, 
Wednefday and Friday of the enfuing week. ‘Their late fevere 
vifitation and confequent heavy expenfe, induce them to folicit 
the attention of their friends and patrons to thofe three nights, 
which by enabling them to difcharge part of the debt unavoidably 
incurred, will add to the many favors they gratefully acknowledge 
to have received from a generous and indulgent community.” 


We have not learned the nature of the visitation alluded to. 

January 16th. “The Earl of Essex.” Countess of Rutland, 
Mrs. Morris. | 

January 18th. “The Maid of the Mill.” Patty, Mrs. Henry 
(formerly Miss M. Storer), now a regular member of the com- 


y- 

February 11th. “The Earl of Essex,” and the “Country 
Madcap.” The Madcap, Mrs. Morris. 

February 25th. First performance in New York of General 
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Burgoyne’s comedy of the “ Heiress.” From the commenda- 
tions of the press we learn that Mrs. Morris was the represent- 
ative of Lady Emily, Mrs. Harper of Miss Allscrip, and Miss 
Tuke of Miss Alten. Of the cast of gentlemen we are not 
informed. 

March 10th. “She Stoops to Conquer,” and “Selima and 
Azor,” in which Mrs. Henry sung the celebrated bravura, 
“The Soldier tired of War's Alarms.” 

The theatre was then closed until Easter. 

Apnil 7th. Mrs. Henry’s benefit. First time, Mrs. Cowley’s 
comedy of “More Ways than One.” Evergreen, Mr. Henry ; 
Arabella, Mrs. Henry; and a grand serious pantomime called 
the “Convention; or, the Columbian Father.” 

* April 14th. Mr. Harper’s benefit. “Henry 4th.” Sir John 
Falstaff, Mr. Harper, in which character he was highly 
esteemed, but which, unfortunately, on this night he was not 
permitted to perform, the whole city being wild with excite- 
ment, and in the height of that outbreak of popular fury known 
as the “Doctors’ Mob.” The windows of a dissecting-room in 
the hospital had been incautiously left open, and some of the 
subjects, in a mutilated state, exposed to view. This, with the 
supposition that the graveyards had been violated, so incensed 
the crowd that the building was broken into, and all con- 
nected with it threatened with death. Some of the more 
obnoxious physicians fell into the hands of the populace, but 
were rescued by the magistrates, and lodged in the jail for 
safety. The next day the crowd increased in strength, and 
endeavored, but without success, to force the jail, tearing 
down its fences, breaking its windows, and vowing destruction 
to every doctor in the city. Finding all argument useless, 
and the crowd still increasing in numbers and violence, the 
mayor, James Duane, who had called to his aid a party of 
armed citizens, at length gave the order to fire. A prompt 
response instantly put the rioters to flight, leaving five of 
their number killed, and seven or eight severely wounded. 

Mr. Harper’s benefit was postponed from day to day, and 
probably resulted unsuccessfully in the end. | 
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April 21st. Mr. Wignell’s benefit. “Love makes a man,” 
&c. His friends solicited the public patronage on account of 
illness. , 

April 24th. Mr. Henry’s benefit. First time, an original 
play called the “School for Soldiers; or, the Deserter.” 


Major Bellamy... . . Mr. Henry. Frederick . . ... . Mr. Wootts. 
Capt. Valentine. . . . . *“* Hallam, Clara Mildmay. . .. . Mrs. HENRY. 


The play was first performed in Kingston, Ja., and was 
written by Mr. Henry from a French piece called “le Désert- 
eur.” Dunlap afterwards prepared another version, which 
was performed in 1799. 

May 8th. Mrs. Morris’s night. First time, Hugh Kelly’s 
comedy called the “School for Wives.” Mrs. Belville, Mrs. 
Morris ;—Hunting song, “Tally ho,” Mrs. Morris. Songs and 
recitations by Messrs. Wignell, Hallam, Harper, and Woolls, 
and Mrs. Sewell; and the comedy of the “ Kast Indian.” 

May 15th. Mrs. Sewell’s benefit. The “School for Scan- 
dal,” with a prologue address by Master Sewell, &c. 

May 23d. Mr. Hallam’s benefit, postponed from the 19th. 
‘The Provoked Husband.” Lord Townly, Mr. Hallam; Lady 
Townly, Mrs. Morris. 

May 31st. Last night of the season, and benefit of Messrs. 
Biddle and McPherson. 

Dunlap says that the benefits proved very unprofitable— 

robably the result of the “ Doctors’ Mob” excitement. 

The company proceeded to Philadelphia, leaving at least 
two of its members behind. One, Mr. McPherson, was on the 
debtors’ limits of the city. He soon after advertised G. A. 
Steevens’ celebrated Lecture on Heads, in hopes of raising 
thereby sufficient means to discharge his debts. The other, 
Mrs. Sewell, announced the opening of a boarding and day- 
school—teaching reading with propriety, &c. 

The theatre was not reopened until the 14th of April, 
1789, when the “Beaux Stratagem” and the “True-born 
Irishman” were performed,—with a hornpipe by Mr. Durang. 

On the 15th of May, the “Careless Husband” and the “ Pad- 
lock” were advertised, but postponed to the 18th, “in conse- 


80 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


quence of the indisposition of fowr performers; but Mrs. 
Henry being better, the managers flatter themselves there will 
be no further impediments to the entertainments.” Next 
follow “The Roman Father,” “She Stoops to Conquer,” “ Game- 
ster,” “George Barnwell,” “Fashionable Lover,” “ Heiress,” 
“Richard 3d,” “The Contrast,” “Who's the Dupe?” (first time) 
“ He would be a Soldier,” (first time) “The Duenna,” and “ The 
Choleric Man,” (for the first time) bringing the date down to 
the 29th of June. 

We find no bills during July and August, but the 7th of 
September is marked by the production of an original comedy, 
written by a gentleman of this city, and entitled “The Father ; 
or, American Shandyism.” The prologue, by Mr. Wignell; 
epilogue, Mrs. Henry. 


Col. Campbell... . . Mr. Henry. Platoon. . . .*+ ». . Mr. Ryan. 
Rackett. . ... . - ‘© HALLAM. Jacob ....... ss LAKE. 
Tattle. . . 1. « © « - ‘6 WIGNELL. Mrs. Rackett . .... Mrs. Morris. 
Haller . ....e. “ HagpPes Caroline. . .....- ‘6 HENRY 
Rusport. ..... . ‘¢ BIpDLe. Mrs.Grenade. ... . ‘6 HaAkpPER. 
Campley ..... . ‘© WOooLLs. Susanna. . .... . Miss Tuce. 


It proved successful, and on the 11th was represented for 
the third time, for the benefit of its author, William Dunlap. 
Although not his earliest dramatic effort, it was the first per- 
formed, and was evidently regarded by him, to his latest days, 
with a degree of fond satisfaction not experienced towards 
any of his after productions. On the publication of the third 
edition, it received the enlarged title by which it has since 
been known, viz., “The Father of an Only Child.” 

William Dunlap was born of respectable parentage, at Perth 
Amboy, New Jersey, February 19th, 1766. He early devel- 
oped a taste for literature and the fine arts, and at the age of 
seventeen sailed for England, with letters to Benjamin West, 
for the purpose of studying the arts of design. He returned 
to America in 1787, and, having been a constant visitant of 
the theatres of London, had contracted a strong inclination 
for the histrionic profession, and would probably have donned 
the sock or buskin, had he not in boyhood had the misfor- 
tune to lose an eye by the accidental blow of a missile thrown 
at him in play. He however ventured to attempt the stage 
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in the character of a dramatist, and having completed a com- 
edy called the “ Modest Soldier; or, Love in New York,” it was 
offered to Hallam and Henry, and by them accepted and cast 
for representation. But its performance was delayed from 
time to time, as the author finally supposed, because it con- 
tained no characters well adapted to the talents of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry ; and offering another in which those deficiencies 
were remedied, it was at once accepted, cast, and played as 
before mentioned, under the title of “The Father,” and cer- 
tainly merited the plaudits which were freely accorded it. 
Mr. Wignell was so pleased with it, that he requested Mr. 
Dunlap to write a trifle for his benefit, who thereupon pro- 
duced a continuation of the “ Poor Soldier,” which he called 
“ Darby’s Return,” in which the comedian made a capital hit 
as Darby. His tragedy of “Leicester” was played in 1794, as 
well as a sketch written to continue the character of Shelty 
(from the “Highland Reel”), for Mr. Hodgkinson. In 17985, 
he brought out his second tragedy, “Fontainville Abbey,” and 
in 1796 produced a musical piece founded on the story of 
William Tell, entitled the “Archers.” In May, 1796, by per- 
suasion of Mr. Hodgkinson, he became interested in the man- 
agement of the theatre, and, in the fall of 1798, by the suc- 
cessive withdrawal of Messrs. Hallam and Hodgkinson, its 
sole director, which he continued until the spring of 1805, 
when, becoming bankrupt,—with the true principle of an hon- 
‘est man, he gave up every cent of property to satisfy the de- 
mands of his creditors, and returned in poverty to the place 
of his nativity. During the years 1810 and 1811, he was 
again connected with the theatre as assistant-manager, and in 
1812 resumed his long-neglected profession of painting. 
From 1812 to 1816, he was Assistant Paymaster-General to 
the New York Militia in service of the United States, and 
after that was again engaged in painting—principally histori- 
cal or allegorical subjects, several of which were successfully 

exhibited. 
He was much interested in the formation of the National 
Academy of Design, of which he was at one time a promi- 

| 11 : 
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nent officer. In 1834, a complimentary benefit was given him 
at the Park Theatre, which returned him a handsome sum, 
and a year or two after, his friends gathered together the most 
valuable collection of paintings ever then seen in America, 
which were also exhibited for his benefit. 

Mr. Dunlap, in addition to nearly fifty dramas, original or 
translated from the German, most of which will require no- 
tice in the present work, wrote the life of the celebrated 
actor, Cooke,—the hfe of Charles Brockden Brown,—a novel 
called the “Water Drinker,”—a “History of the Arts of Design 
in America,”—and a “ History of the American Theatre,” the 
‘latter two of which are exceedingly interesting and valuable 
books. Like most dependents on literature for a living, Mr. 
Dunlap was generally in straitened circumstances, but is rep- 
resented to have been throughout life an upright, honorable, 
conscientious, simple-minded man, whose connection with the 
management of the theatre was formed in the ardent hope of 
elevating its character, and rendering it the medium not only 
of amusement, but of instruction to the public—in fact, a 
school both of manners and morality. He died in New York, 
September 28th, 1839, aged seventy-three years. 

September 24th. Mrs. Henry’s benefit. First time, an Oc- 
casional Prelude, respectfully intended as an Eulogium on the 
AmericaN Cuiers who fell in the cause of Freedom ;—the 
recitation and vocal parts by Mrs. Henry, as the Genius of 
Columbia. A comedy called the “English Merchant,” the 
epilogue by Mr. Wignell and Mrs. Morris,—and, first time, 
“The Dead Alive.” 

September 28th. For the benefit of Mrs. Morris, an enter- 
tainment called “An Exhibition of Pictures; or, the World 
as it goes;” the recitation and prologue by Mr. Wignell, with 
a comedy called the “School for Libertines,” and the “ Poor - 
Soldier.” 

October 5th. Mr. Harper’s benefit. First time in New 
York, “The Merry Wives of Windsor;” Falstaff, Mr. Harper; 
with “Barataria; or, Sancho Panza turned Governor.” 

The benefits of Mr. Woolls, Mr. Henry, Mr. Wignell, Mrs. 
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Harper, Mr. Morris, Mr. Hallam, and Mrs. Hamilton, followed 
without producing anything specially noticeable. 

November 3d. Mrs. Williamson’s benefit. The “School for 
Wives,” and the “Fair Americans.” Postponed to the 5th, 
with the “Provoked Husband,” a comic dance by Mr. and 
Mrs. Durang, and the “Fair Americans.” Again postponed, 
with a positive assurance of its taking place on the 9th, with 
the “Maid of the Mill,” “Half an hour after Supper,” and the 
“Fair Americans.” 

November 24th. Mr. Wignell’s benefit. “The Toy,” the 
“Critic,” and, first time, Dunlap’s sequel to the “ Poor Soldier,” 
entitled “ Darby’s Return.” 


Darby '. ...... Mr. WIGNELL. Clown. ...... Mr. RYawn. 
Dermot. .... . ‘Ss WooLts. Kathleen. . ... . Mrs. Morris. 
Father Luke .... . ‘6 BIppDLe. Old Woman. ... . ‘¢ HAMILTON, 


Washington, then dwelling in New York as President 
of the United States, who frequently attended the theatre, 
and with whom Wignell was a great favorite, honored this 
benefit with his presence. The last night of the season was 
advertised for Dec. 4th, as u benefit to Mr. Morris, but the 
time was extended, and its termination did not take place 
until the 9th. 

This was the last theatrical season in New York that the 
American company remained intact and undivided. At its 
close, Philadelphia and Baltimore were visited, and nearly 
two years elapsed before its return to the city, previous to 
which Mr. Wignell and Mr. and Mrs. Morris had withdrawn. 
The former had long been at variance with Henry, who was 
no doubt jealous of his superior attractiveness, for Wignell 
was emphatically the favorite of the public; and Mrs. Henry, 
although fitful and capricious, had become a formidable rival 
to Mrs. Morris, who was probably anxious for a separate 
. sphere of action. Wignell had expected a share in the man- 
agement,—it was now denied him. He had been promised an 
appointment as agent to England for the engagement of ad- 
ditional artists. This also was refused him, on the plea that 
the business of the theatre could not go on during his ab- 
sence. Wignell probably felt his own importance to the com- 
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pany, and supposed that it could not do without him, and 
that he could command his own terms therein. These not 
being complied with, he, with Mr. Reinagle, of Philadelphia, 
undertook the establishment of a separate company—an en- 
terprise which, although in every department reflecting the 
highest credit on his artistic taste, involved him in expenses 
and embarrassments which were a continued source of pain 
and anxiety until his death. Mr. Henry soon after visited 
England, and brought over Hodgkinson, whose merits caused 
poor Wignell’s absence to be unregretted, if not unnoticed— 
so transient is popular favor. 

Dunlap says that this important division of the American 
company took place in 1792. It must have occurred earlier. 
We have a file of original play-bills of the John Street Thea- 
tre, running from Oct. 18th, 1791, to May, 1792, in which the 
names of Wignell and Morris are not once found. 

In February and March, 1790, dramatic entertainments 
were given at No. 14 William Street, but we find no record of 
plays or performers. Admission to front seats was 4s.; back 
seats, 3s. 

May, 1791. Mr. Corre opened a theatre in his gardens, 
State Street, facing the Battery, with the “Beaux Stratagem” 
and “Lying Valet.” Box, 6s. Pit,4s. Gallery, 3s. 


CHAPTER JVTIi. 


John Street Theatre, 1791-2. 


H E John Street Theatre was announced for re-open- 

ing by its managers on the 5th of October, 1791; 

but, on account of the death of a performer, (probably 
Mrs. Harper) a postponement took place until the 10th. The 
entertainments consisted of an opening prologue by Mr. Hal- 
lam, followed by the tragedy of “ Douglas.” 


Young Norval... . . Mr. MaRrTIn. Glenalvon . ... . Mr. HARPER. 

Old Norval . woe a a 6 CHENEY. Lady Randolph. .. - Mrs. HENRY. 

Lord Randolph. . .. . ‘¢ HALLAM. ADOS- 4-00 eo, Le ‘© HaMILton. 
Dancing Sve’ Gh OS er Se Se BR by Mr. DuRrane. 

and High Life below Stairs. 

Level. 6 aoe we ey Mr HALLAM. Miss Kitty . . . . . Miss TURE. 

Lord Duke . .... . ‘© HaBPER. Lady Charlotte. . - Mrs. Gray. 

Sir Harry ..... . ‘© HENRY. Lady Bab. ... . ‘© RANKIN. 


John E. Martin, who made his first appearance on this 
occasion, was a native of New York, but had lately made a 
successful dzbué in Philadelphia. He was young, of fair com- 
plexion, middle height and light figure, well educated, and 
had been intended by his friends for the profession of the 
law. He became an industrious, untiring and extremely use- 
fal member of the company, of which he was for several 
seasons assistant stage-manager. Never attaining eminence in 
his profession, though always respectable, he toiled on, rarely 
escaping a character in any piece that was presented, until a 
lingering consumption claimed him for the grave. He died 
in New York, April 18th, 1807, aged thirty-seven. 

Of Mrs. Gray, little or nothing is known. Mrs. Rankin was 
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a member of the company for several seasons, playing old 
women and other characters of comedy. 

The next bill that we find is that of Oct. 13th, which brings 
the whole company into requisition. 


The Clandeftine Marriage. 


Lord Ogleby . . . . . Mr. HALuam. Trueman. . . . . . Mr. HamMonp. 
Sterling . - .« - . * HENRY. Traverse... eta *S VAUGHAN, 
Sir John Melvil 2 oe 6 e688 MARTIN, Mrs. Heidleberg. Mra. RANKIN. 
Lovewel) . . . . . . =‘** HARPER. Miss Sterling . . . . ‘“* HENRY. 
Canton. ...... ‘f RYAN. Fanny . . . . . . Miss Tuxe. 
Brush . . « .  § ROBINSON. Betty . . . . . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Sergt. Flower . a ‘© WOOLLS. Nancy ..... .  * GBay. 
and F lora; or, Hob in the Well. 


Od. 17th. Never performed here—a play in 5 acts, written 
by a citizen of the United States (acted at Philadelphia and Balti- 
more with great applaufe) called 

The Widow of Malabar; or, the Tyranny of Cuftom. 


Montalban. . . . . |. Mr. HALLAM. French Officer Mr. MARTIN. 
High Priest ‘* TIENRY. Messenger ‘* Roninson. 
Old Bramin “ Ryan, Lanista Mre. HENRY. 
Young Bramin . ‘© HARPER. / Fatima . . . . . . Miss TuKe. 
Prologue (written by J. Rubia calane LL.D.) . Mr. HAttam. 
Epilogue... . . Mrs. HENRY. 
/ 
and The Miller of F Mansfield. 
Miller . . . . . . +. Mr. HALLAM. Richard . . . . . . Mr. HARPER, 
King - » « « -“ HENRY. | Joe. . . © « « yg ‘ Wootrs. 
Lord Lurewell ~ . « «  ** MARTIN. Peggy. . . . . . . Miss Tuxs. 


The new play was not very successful. It was a translation 
from the French, by Col David Humphreys, a native of Con- 
necticut, and a graduate of Yale, as well as an officer of the 
Revolution, and subsequently ambassador to Portugal and 
Spain. He was born in 1753, and died in 1818. 


Oe. The Weft Indian. 
Belcour. ... . . . Mr. HALia®™. Lady Rusport . . . Mrs, Hamiiron. 
Stockwell . . » - « ‘* VAUGHAN. Charlotte Rusport . 2. ** HENRY. 
Major O'Flaherty. - . + ‘** HENRY. Louisa Dudley . . . . Miss TUKE. 
Charles Dudley . . . . ‘“* HARPER. Mrs. Fulmer . Mrs. RANKIN. 
and Inkle and Yarico. 
Inkle . . Mr. HARPER. Yarico. . . . . . . Miss Ture. 
Sir Christopher Curry  « “CHENEY. Wowski . . . . . . Mra. RANKIN. 
Campley .. ~ » * Martin, Narcissa. 2. 1 we OO GRAY, 
Medium .... . . ‘f VAUGHAN. Patey a te ar we Se a “* HAMILTON. 
Trudge. . . . . “© HALLAM. ; 
O€4. 24th, Othello. 
Othello. . . . . « Mr. Henry. Roderigo. . . . . . Mr. Ropingson. 
Iago. . « - - - « «. ‘* HALLAM. Montanu. . . . . . “* VavuGHan. 
Cassio . . . . . . . =“ HARPER. Desdemona . . . . . ~Mra, Henry. 
Brabantio . . . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Emelia . . . . ‘* RANKIN. 
and The Citizen. 
Young Philpot Mr. HALLAM. | Maria... . . . . Mrs. Henry. 


O@&. 26th, 


Don Felix . 
Col. Britton 
Don Pedro . 
Frederick . 
Gibby 

and 
Skirmish . 
Russett . 
Henry . . 
Flint 

and 

O€&. art, 

Romeo . 
Mercutio 
Capulet. . 


Friar Laurence 
Benyolio 


and 


Clerimont . 
Capt. Cape. 


Nov. 2d, 


Aubrey . 

Lord Abbeville 
Mortimer. 
Tyrrell . 
Bridgemore 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


The Wonder. 


Mr. Hatiam. 


Lissardo . 

‘¢ HENRY. Violante . 

‘* HEARD. Isabella 

‘¢ WoOoLLs. Flora. . 

‘¢ BISSET. Inis 
The Deferter—by Dibdin. 
Mr. HALiam. Simpkin 

‘< WooLLs. Louisa. . °. 
‘© HARPER. Jenny. . 

‘* VAUGHAN. Margaret . 


The Devil to Pay. 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Mr. HaLLamM. Tibalt . 

‘ HARPER. Peter . 

“¢ HENRY. Apothecary 

S* VAUGHAN, Juliet . 

‘© MARTIN. Nurse . 
The Old Maid. 

Mr. HALLAM. Harlow 

‘ HENRY. | Miss Harlow. 


The Fafhionable Lover. 


Colin McLeod 

Dr. Druid. 

Augusta Aubrey 
Mrs. Bridgemore 
Lucinda Bridgemore 


Mr. Henry. 
‘* HARPER. 
‘© HALLAM, 
‘* MARTIN. 
‘“* WOoOoLLs. 


and O’Keefe’s oe The Prifoner at Large. 


Lord Esmond . 
Jack Conner . 
Old Dowdle 
Mons. 
Fripon . 


Nov. 7th, 


Don Jerome 
Carlos .. 
Ferdinand . 
Antonio ‘ 
Isaac Mendoza 


and Jofeph Reed’s farce, called the Regifter Office, 


Capt. LeBrusbh 
Gulwell. . 
lrishman 


Nov. 12th, 


Sir Peter . . 
Sir Oliver . 
Joseph . 
Charles. ; 
Sir Benjamin . 


and Pilon’s farce of the Invafion ; 


Sir John Brerereen : 


Charles . 

Chameleon. . 
Beaufort . . 
Sergt. Drill . 


Mr. HENRY. Father Paul . 
By a GENTLEMAN, Lopez . 

Mr. HARPER. Clara . 

*s Woo_Lts. Louisa 

‘© MARTIN. Margaret . 


Mr. Harper. Father Frank 


‘¢ MARTIN, Tough. . . . 2. e« 
S* HENRY. Rachel. 

‘6 HALLAM Adelaide . 

“ Ryan. Mary 


The Duenna. 


Scotsman. . . . 
Williams. . . . e 


Mr. HARPER. 
** ROBINSON. 


‘© HENRY. 

The School for Scandal. 

Mr. Henry. Moses. . e te 
‘© HEARD. Lady Teazle. . . 
“* HALLAM. Lady Sneerwell . 


$6 HARPER. Mrs. Candour 
s¢ MARTIN, Maria... 


Mr. HENRY. Tattoo. . .... 
** HALLAM. Lady Catharine Rouge 
‘* HARPER. Emily. . .... 
‘6 MARTIN. Brussella. . . . . 


‘¢ HAMMOND. Sally... 
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Mr. HARPER. 
Mrs. HENRY. 
Miss TUKE. 
Mrs. RANKIN. 

‘6 HaMILTON,. 


Mr. MARTIN. 
Mrs. GRay. 

‘6 RANKIN. 
‘6 HAMILTON. 


Mr. HAMMOND. 
“RYAN. 
‘6 HEARD. 
Mrs. Henry. 
‘« HAMILTON. 


Mr. Harper. 
Mrs. RANKIN. 


Mr. Breser. 
‘6 HEARD. 
Mrs. HENRY. 


Mr. Woo..s. 

‘6 HEARD. 
Mrs. HENRY. 
Miss TURR. 
Mrs. HAMILTON. 


Mr. RYan. 


‘6 RANKIN, 


Mr. Rrawn. 
‘“ WooLLs. 


Mr. Ryan. 
Mrs. HENRY. 

‘¢ HAMILTON. 
‘6 RANKIN. 
Miss TuEgz. 


or, a Trip to Hitehthielnifioné: 


Mr. Rosrnson. 
Mrs. RANKIN. 
GRay. 

‘¢ HAMILTON, 


Miss Tuxs. 
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Zara. 


Nov. 18th, 
Osmyn..... . . Mr. Harnam. | Nerestap . 
Lusignan ‘« Henry. Zara 
and, firft ime: a fares called As it Should be. 
Lord Megrim . Mr. HARPER. Sparkle 
Fidget. . ‘© HENRY, Lucy 
Winworth . ‘© MaRrTIN. Celia 


Mr. Harprr. 
Mre. Hewry. 


Mr. HEarp. 
Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Miss TUKE. 


Nov. 23d, Beaumont and Fletcher’s comedy, The Chances. - 


Don John . . Mr. HaALiaM. Peter . 

Don Frederick i HARPER. Anthony . ‘ 

Anthonio . .... . =‘* Henry. Ist Constantia . 

Duke ..... . . ‘*& MARTIN. 2d Constantia 

Petruchio . .. . . . ‘°* HAMMOND. Mother-in-law . 

Pedro . ..... . ‘* Woouts. Landlady 

and O’Keefe’s farce, The Dead Alive. 

Sir Walter Weathercock Mr. Henry. Humphrey 

Motley... » « . * HaLttraM. Miss Hebe Winthrop 

Edward. .. . . . . =‘ HARPER. Caroline . 

Dennis . . . ‘¢ HAMMOND. Comfit. be a 
Nov. 28th, The Fafhionable Lover ; 


and, firft time, a farce called The Divorce. 


Dennis Dougherty : Mr. HEnNry. Lady Harriet Trifle. 
Sir Harry Trifle . . . . °* MARTIN, | Mra. Aniseed. P 
Tom. . - . . . © Harper. Biddy . 

Dec. ‘sth. Richard 3d. 
Richard. Mr. Hatiam. | Richmond. . 
Henry 6th . ** HENRY. Queen Elizabeth 


and the pantomimical romance of Robinfon Crufoe. 


Robinson Crusoe . Mr. RYAN. Petit Maitre . 

Friday . . . .... DURANG. Pierrot. . 

Captain .... . . * Wootmss. Pantalina. ; 

Pantaloon. .. . . . ‘* Hwarp. Pantaluon’s Daughter ‘ 
Dec. 7th, The Tempett. 

Prospero . . . . . . Mr. HALbam. Antonio . 

Ferdinand . - « « © * HARPER, Gonzalo . 

Hippolito . . . . . . ‘ MARTIN. Sycorax . 

Alonzo... . «© » «© ‘** HBARD, Ventoso 

Stephano . .. . . . ‘* BISSET. Ariel .. 

Trincalo. . . . . . ». £=‘** HENRY, Miranda . 

Caliban. . . ‘“* Ryan, Dorinda 


Mr. HeEarp. 

‘ 6DURANG. 
Miss TvER. 
Mrs. HENRY. 

‘6 RANEIN, 
‘6 HAMILTON. 


Mr. MarRrin. 
Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Miss TUKE. - 
Mrs. Henry. 


Miss TcKE. 
Mrs. RANKIN. 
** HAMILTON. 


Mr. Harper. 
Mrs. Henry. 


Mr. Hammonp. 


Mr. Ropinson. 
SS HAMMOND. 
‘* DuRANG. 


‘6 HAMILTON, 
Miss TURE. 


Dec. rath, firft time, Bickerftaf?s- comedy, ‘called The 


Recefs ;__ or, 


alteration.) 

Don Carlos. . . . . Mr. Harper. Lazarillo . 

Don Guzman... .. ‘* HENRY. Marcella . 

Muscato. wou av ae oS Weta, Beatrice 

Don Ferdinand ~ 6 eh 68 MATIN. Leonarda. . 

Don Pedro. ... . 66 HAs MOND. Aurora 

and High Life below Stairs. 

Lord Duke. . . Mr. Harper. | Miss Kitty. 
Dec. 14th, The Gametter ; 


and, firft time in America, O’Keefe’s farce of 
The Little Hunchback. 


Crumpy . . Mr. HEARD. Dr. Quinquina 
Crossle . . * JIARPER. Absalom . 

Bassa of Bagdad . . “ HaLiaM. Dora . A 
Crank . ..-+.. ‘© Henry. Juggsy. .. 


the Mafked Apparition. —(Probably Kemble’s 


Mr. Rrax. 
Miss TUKE. 
Mrs. HENRY. 

‘¢ RANKIN. 
‘6 HAMILTON, 


Miss Tuxs. 


Mr. RosInson. 
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Jan. 2d, 1792, The Bufy Body ; , 
Ce re Mr. HaLLaw Miranda . .... . Mrs. Henry. 
Sir FrancisGripe . . . ‘* Hearp. Isabinda . . . .. ~~. Miss TUKE. 
Sir George Airey. . . . ‘“S Harpgr. Patch. . . 2. +. «- - Mrs. HaMILTON. 
and The King of the Genii. 
Bing “good woe eS ae Mr. Wootts. Atal ee ee ee ee ee Mr. DUBANG. 
Harlequin. . . .. . ‘6 Martin. Chairman. .... . ‘¢ 6 BISsEt. 
Clown. ......, ‘6 HARPER. Columbine (lIsttime) . . Miss Tuxr. 
Pantaloon. . ... . ‘“* RYAN. Attendant. ..... Mrs. RANKIN. 
Jan. 30th, She Stoops to Conquer ; 
Hardcastle. . . . . Mr. HENRY. Mrs. Hardcastle. . . . Mra. HAMILTON. 
Young Marlow . . . . ‘** HARPER. Miss Hardcastle. . . . ‘6 HENRY. 
Tony Lampkin . . . . ‘“ HALLAM. Miss Neville. . . . . Miss TUKE. 
and Neck or Nothing. 
SHO<. 4. ce Mr. HAtiaM. | Mrs. Stockwell . . . . Mrs. RanxkIN. 
Belford. . . . .. . ‘* Martin. Jenny. ..... =. Miss TUKE. 
Feb. 1ft, The Gamefter ; 


and, never performed here, Jackman’s farce, called 
All the World ’s a Stage. 


Diggory . ..... Mr. Harper. Sir Gilbert Pampkin . . Mr. HEnry. 
Charles Stanley . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Miss i oi Pampkin . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Harry Stukely . . . . ‘“ MarrTIN. ghtly. . . Miss TUKE. 


Kitty Spr 

February 8d. After the comedy of the “ Clandestine Mar- 
riage,” Monsieur and Madame Placide and troupe made their 
first appearance in New York, in a variety of feats on the 
tight-rope, and in the ballet of the “Two Philosophers.” 
Alexandre Placide was the most graceful rope-dancer and the 
finest gymnast that had yet reached America. A French- 
man by birth, he had acted with applause both in Paris and 
London, where he had acquired, from his wonderful feats 
of tumbling, the soubriquet of “the great Devil.” Madame 
Placide was also an admirable dancer and actress in panto- 
mime, and was for several years an invaluable aid to him. 
After her death he married, in Charleston, Miss Wrighten, 
daughter of the actress known in this country as Mrs. Pow- 
nall, and of James Wrighten, many years prompter of Drury 
Lane Theatre. By this lady he had a numerous family, 
among whom were Henry and Thomas Placide, Caroline, 
(afterwards Mrs. Waring and Mrs. Blake) Eliza, (afterwards 
Mrs. Asbury and Mrs. Mann) and Jane, who died unmar- 
ried, all well known to the American stage. Mons. Placide 
was a man of fine business talents, and for many years mana- 
ger of the Charleston Theatre, which, under his direction, 
12 
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ranked with the first establishments in the country. With 
Messrs. Green and Twaits, he was also manager of the Rich- 
mond Theatre at the time of its terrible conflagration in 
1811, which occurred on his benefit night. He died of yel- 


low fever in 1812. 


Feb. 8th, Mons. Placide’s benefit. 
The Wonder. 
End of the play, Dancing on the Tight Rope, by the little Devil 
and Mons. Placide. 
A Collation on the Rope with Table, Chair, Bottle, &c., by 
the little Devil. 

Dancing on the Rope with two Boys tied to his feet, and after- 
wards with two Men in the fame manner; {pringing 
through a hoop in different ways, &c., by Mons. Placide. 
Tumbling, by the little Devil and Mons. Placide. 

Mons. Placide will balance a Peacock’s Feather. 
Concluding with a Dancing Ballet, called the Return of the 
Labourers, (with a Sabottiere Dance) by Mons. 
and Mad. Placide, &c. 


Feb. 13th, Murphy’s comedy, All in the ene ; 


Sir John Restless. . . . Mr. Henry. Robert. . . . Mr. MARTIN. 
Beverly. ~ . « ‘* HALLAM. Lady Restless . . . . Mrs. HENRY. 
Sir Wm. Belmont. - » «  * ROBINSON, Belinda . . . . . . Miss TuKe. 
Young Belmont... “6 HARPER. Clarissa . . . . . . Mrs, Gray. 
Blandford . . . . . . =‘* RYAN, Tattle. . . . 2... ‘6 HAMILTON. 
Brush... . .  * Woouns. Murmalet. . . . : ‘6 RANKIN. 
and, never performed here, The Reftoration of Harlequin. 
Harlequin. . . . . . Mons. Smmoner. Lover. . . . . . . Mr Marrtrwn, 
Pierrot. .... =. s¢  PLACIDE. Sorcerer... . . . ‘*f WoouLrs. 
OldMan ..... The LittT_e DevIL. Columbine . . . . . Mad. PLacipg. 
Feb. 2oth, He would be a Soldier. 
Capt. Crevelt. . . . . Mr. HARPER. Johnson . . . . . . Mr. HammMonpn. 
Col. Talbot. . - « °** HEnrey. Charlotte. . . . . . Mrs. Henry. 
Sir Oliver Oldstock . Go ee ‘6 ASHTON. Harriet. » © . «+ Miss TuKeE. 
Mandeville. . . . . . ‘* Martin. Lady Oldstock - . « . Mrs. RANKIN. 
Caleb ... ‘6 HALLAM. Mra. Wilkins. . . . . ‘6 HAMILTON. 


The above was ‘the second appearance of Mr. Ashton, who 
had made his debut a few nights before as Hotspur. Accord- 
ing to Dunlap, his only powers were those of voice. 


Feb. 24th, The Beaux Stratagem ; 
Archer... . . . . Mr. HARPER. Sullen. . - » . . Mr. AsHron, 
Aimwell . . . . . ». ‘* MARTIN. Lady Bountiful . . . © Mrs. Rankin, 
Scrub... . . . . ‘S HALLAM. Mrs. Sullen . . . |. *¢ HENRY. 
Foigard . .. . . . =‘ HENRY. Dorinda . . . . . . £‘* HAMILTON, 
Boniface .. . ‘© RyYan. Cherry. . . . « Miss Tuge. 


and, never performed here, a pantomime called. 
Columbine Invifible ; or, Harlequin Junior. 


Harlequin Junior . . . Mr. MARTIN. | Constable. . . . . . Mons. Dumas. 

Harlequin Senior . . . ‘* ROBINSON. Pierrot... .. . ‘© PLAOIDE. 
Old Man... . . . LittLe DEVIL. | Columbine. . . Mad. PLAcipe. 
Lover .... . . . Mr. HAMMOND. Harlequin’s Mother . + Mrs. RANKIN. 


= te he ee 
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March 2d, Mrs. Cowley’s comedy, More Ways than One.- 


Sir Marvel aeenroom . . Mr. Hatvam. David. . .:’. . . . Mr. Woo.rs. 
Bellair. . . . «  ** Marrin, Arabella . - ». « « Mrs. Henry. 
Evergreen. . . . % . ‘* HENRY. Miss Archer. . . . . Miss Tuxe. 
Feelove. . . . . . . £=‘** Harp. Miss Juvenile. - « Mra. HAMILTON. 
Carlton. . - .. . ~~. =‘*S Harper, Mrs. Thompson . ‘© RANKIN. 
March sth, Mr. Henry’s benefit. 
Selima and Azor; 

Prince Azsor .. . . . Mr. Henry. Selima. . . . . . . Mrs. Henry. 

ere gt ie «@ WMarrin. Fatima . .. . . . Miss Tox. 


Ali e e e e 
Scander. . .. . . . £=‘* Harper. Lesbia. . . . . . + Mrs. HamiInron. 


Songs—“ Dread Parent of Despair,” from the Haunted Tower, and the 
‘6 Eoho Song,” from Zemira. . . . Mra. Henry. 
Hippisley’s celebrated scene, ‘‘The Drunken Man” . . Mr. Hawer. 


and The Poor Soldier. 
Patrick . . . - » « . © Mr. Hewey. 
March rath, “Mr. Woolls’ benefit. 
King Henry 4th ; 
Falstaff. . . . . . +. Mr. Harper. Poins . »- « « « » Mr. Martin. 
Henry 4th. . . . . . ‘** HAMMOND. Bardolph . os « «© « “* RYAN, 
Princeof Wales . . . . ‘** HaLiam. Carrier . .... . * Duganea. 
Hotspur. . . - » . ‘*S AsHTON. Lady Percy. . . . . Mrs. Haney. 
Northumberland. . . . ‘* Woo..s. Mrs. Quickly . . . . ‘* Haminron, 
Ballet of the Woodcutters. . . . . Mons. and Mad. PLacrps, &c. 
and The Padlock. 
Don Diego. . . . . . «© «© © «© «© « « « «+ Mr. Woouzs, 
March 14th, Mifs Tuke’s benefit. 
Sheridan’s comedy, The Rivals ; 
Sir Anthony Absolute . . Mr. HEAgp. David... . . . . Mr. Ryan. 
Capt. Absolute . . . ** HALLAM. Lydia Langan . . . «© Miss Tuke. 
Bob Acres. . . . ‘ Harper. Julia . « « Mrs. Hamitton. 
Sir Lucius OTrigger - .  ‘* RoBIngon. Mrs. Malaprop - . « « ‘f RANKIN. 
Falkland . . ‘* MaRtTIN. Lucy .. - .  * GpRay. 
and Man a and 1 Wife; ; or, the Sik iieate Jubilee, 
Cross. . . . ~ «© «+)6Mr. HARPER. Snarl . . . . . . Mr. Harp. 
Marcourt . . . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Mrs. Cross . . . . . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Col. Frankly . . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Lettice. . . . . . . #£‘* RANKIN. 
Kitchen. . . . . . . ‘f ASHTON. Charlotte. . . . . . ‘* GBar. 
Buck .... - . ‘ HamMMonn. Sally . .. . . . . Miss Toxs. 
March Foti Mrs. Aish Me benefit. 
Whitehead’s tragedy, The Roman Father ; 
Horatine . - « » Mr. HALLAM. Tullus eum - . « Mr. ASHTON. 
Publius Horatias . . » »« ‘** Harprr. | Horatia . . . « . Mrs, Henry. 
Valerius . . ~ . ‘© Martin. Valeria ‘ ‘« HAMILTON. 
Tight Rope. ~ 6 8 ew ew ew hw hw hehehe 6CMfons. PLACIDE. 
and Rofina. 
Belville. . . . . . |» Mr. HARPER. Irishman... . . . Mr. Marry. 
sl Boe - « « «  § Woours. Rosing .. . . . . Mrs. Henry. 
William . ~ « « . “* HALLAM. Phebe. . .... . ** GRaY. ~ 
Rustic . . . e ow J “* RYAN. Dorcas. . . . . * HAMILTON. 


Mr. Henry’s name does not appear in the bill for his wife’s 
benefit, nor on any subsequent occasion this season. He had 
probably already sailed for Europe on his recruiting expedi- 
tion. 
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March 23d, Mrs. Rankin’s benefit. 
The Provoked Hufband; 
Lord Townly . . Mr. Hatram. John Moody... . . Mr. Rrawn. 
Sir Francis Wronghead . . ‘* Hearp. | Lady Townly . . . . Mrs. Henry. 
Manly ... . ‘© Harper. Lady Grace . . . . . ‘** HAMILTON. 
Count Basset. . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Wronghead .. . ‘“* RANKIN. 
Squire Richard . . . . ‘* Woouzs. MissJenny .. . . . Miss Tuxs. 
Ballet, Two Philosophers. . . . . Mons. and Mad. Praorpr, &c. 
and Catharine and Petruchio. 
Petruchio . . . . . . Mr. Harpgs. | Catharine. . . . . . Mra. Rawr. 


March 26th, Mr. Martin’s benefit. 
The Bufy Body ; 


Marplot. - . » Mr. HALLAM. Miranda... . . . Mrs.sHenry. 
Sir George Avery . . .  ‘* Harper. Isabinda . . . . . . Miss Tugs. 
Charles. . . . « + S$ Martin. Patch. . . . . . Mrs, HAMILTOM. 


Mons. PLAcIDE on the Tight Rope. 


and the pantomime of _—_ Silver Rock. 


Harlequin. . . . . . Mr. Marry. Clown. . . . . . . Mr. Harps. 
Pantaloon. . .. . . ‘* RYAN. | Columbine .. . . . Miss Tuxker. 
April gth, Mrs. Hamilton’s benefit. 


Never performed here, a comedy called 


Conftitutional Follies ; or, a Trip to Demarara ; 


Capt. Canefield . . . . Mr. Hatiam. Coramantee . . . . . Mr. Rran. 
Roebuck . . . . . . =‘* HARPER. Mrs. Rattle . . . . . Miss TUKE. 
Rattle . . . . . . . =“ Martin. Mrs. Canefield . . . . Mrs. RANKIN. 
Murphy. ... . . . ‘** ROBINSON. Mrs. Mesriiree . . . .  * AaMILtor. 
Doctor. . ... . . ‘* HamMonn. Bina... b., Zes. Gee a8 ‘Ss Gray. 


Ballet, The Bird Catcher, 
with the Minuet de la Cour and Gavotte . . Mons. and Mad. PLaoipg, &c. 


and The Mufical Lady. 


Young Mask . . . . . Mr. MARTIN. | Lady Scrape. . . . . Miss Tuxs. 
Old Mask . . . . . . ‘* HB&aRD. Sophy. . . . . . . Mrs. HENRY. 

April 13th, Mr. Heard’s benefit. 
Cibber’s comedy, Love makes a Man ; 
Don Lewis. . . . . +. Mr. HEARD. Charino . . . . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Clodio . . . . . . . £=‘* HALLAM. Angelina. . . . . . Mrs. Henry. 
Carlos .... . . . =‘! HARPER. Honoria . . . . . . Miss TURE. 
Don Duart. . . . . . ‘© MARTIN. Elvira ~ « © «. « » Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Antonio... ‘¢ ROBINSON, Louisa... e. i ‘* RANKIN. 

Ballet, The oid Belgeimastee grown Young . . . Mons. and Mad. PLaoips, &c. 
and The Little Hunchback. 
Crumpy .. . . . . . Mr. Hearn. 


April 27th, Meffrs. ‘Afhton ai Dundas s benefit. 
The School for Wives ; 


Gen. Savage . . . . . Mr. ASBTON. Spruce. - . © « Mr. Wootrts. 
Capt. Savage. . . . . ‘* HARPER, rs. Belville. . . . . Mrs. HENar. 
Belville . . . . . *£ Havpam, Lady Rachel Mildew . . ‘€ RANKIN, 
Torrington . . . . . ‘“* HEARD. Mra. Walsingham . . . Miss TuxKeE. 
Conolly. . . . . . . ‘“ ROBINSON. Miss Leeson . . . . . Mrs. Gray. 
Leeson. .... . . ‘** MarRTIN, Mra.Tempest ... . ‘¢ HAMILTo. 

A Masonic Prologue. . .. . -. . « « © « «© Mr. ASHTON. 

A Hornpipe . * 0, at 8 . ‘© Durana. 


A Masonic Anthem Ls Spe? oom Ue Oe Oe Messrs. HARPER and WOoOOoLLs. 
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and, firft time, with new fcenery and machinery, a pantomime, 


called The Birth of Harlequin ; 
Harlequin . . . . . Mr. Durana. Enchanter . . . . . Mr. Woo.us. 
Macaroni Fop . . . . ‘* HAMMOND. Old Man. .... . ‘* Ryan. 
Dupderpate Dismal ‘¢ HARPER. Columbine . . . . . Mad. PLactpg. 
concluding with 
An Eulogium on the Marriage State . . . . . .« . By Mr. Asaron. 
May 8th, Mr. Hallam’s béneht 


Firft time, Mifs Lee’s comedy, called 


The New Peerage; or, Our Eyes may Deceive us ; 


Vandercrab. . . » Mr. Hatvam. Allen . . Mr. Rran. 
Charles Vandercrab - « ‘* HARPER. Lady Charlotte Courtly . Mrs. HENRY. 
Lord Melville . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Miss Harley . . . . . Miss TuKg. 

Sir John Lovelace. . . ‘* HAMMOND. Miss Vandercrab . . » Mrs, RANKIN. 
Medley. . . . . . . ‘* ABHTON. Kitty . . . . . . . ‘§* HAMILTON. 
Recitation—‘‘ Bucks have at ye all” . . . . . =. . Mr. HALLAM, 

and Rofina. 


May roth. Laft performance. Benefit of Mefirs. Heard 
and Hammond. 


The New Peerage ; 


Tumbling, and Slack Rope Exercises ; 
And Ballet of ‘‘ Two Philosophers”... . . . . =. =. +. By the Placide troupe. 


and (fecond time) a farce written by Mr. Robinfon, of the Theatre, 


called 
The Yorker’s Stratagem; or, Banana’s Wedding. 

Banana. . . . . . Mr. RosrInson. Amant. - . . . Mr. HARPER. 
Ledger... . . . . . ‘** MARTIN. Miss Bellange . . « « Miss ToKe. 
Capt. Oakum . . . . ‘* ASHTON. Louisa . . . . . . Mra. HENRY. 
Fingercash . . . . . ‘** HeEarp. Mrs. Banana. . . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Governor . . . . . ‘© HAMMOND. Mrs. ee eroosy » . . ‘*£ RANKIN, 
Frenchman. . . . “RYAN. Pressy . . . » » “© Gray. 


Dunlap says shia it was received with universal applause. 


In October, 1792, Mrs. Mechler (formerly Miss Fanny 
Storer) who had been absent from the stage for several sea- 
sons, appeared for the first time under her marital designa- 
tion at a Concert in Corre’s Hotel, in conjunction with Mr. 
and Mrs. Von Hagen and Mr. Saliment. - She was announced 
a8 & distinguished vocalist from England. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


John Street Theatre, 1793. 


a 


H E powerful reinforcement secured by Mr. Henry 

during his transatlantic visit,—consisting of Mr. and 

Mrs. Hodgkinson, Mrs. Pownall, Mr. King, Mr. Prig- 
more, Miss Brett, Mr. West, Mr. West, Jr., and Mr. Robbins, 
arrived in America early in the fall of 1792, and immediately 
proceeded to Philadelphia, whence, after a triumphant season 
of nearly four months, they were brought to New York for 
the opening of the John Street Theatre on the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1798. The comedy of the “Wonder” had been advertised 
for the initial performance; but, owing to the illness of 
Mrs. Henry, (the representative of Violante) it was postponed, 
and Reynolds’ comedy of the “Dramatist; or, Stop him who 
can,” performed for the first time in America, with the fol- 
lowing cast: 


Vapid ..... . Mr. HopGKINSON. Peter . . . ... © Mr. RYAN. 
Lord Scratch . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Marianne. .... . Mrs. HaLLam. 
Eonui. .... . “© KING. Lady Waitfort . . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Floriville . ... . ‘6 HALLAM. Louisa. . . . ... Miss BRETT. 
Willoughby . - « . * HAMMOND. Letty ac ta--& ck Se ee a Mrs. RANKIN. 
Neville . . ... . 66 MARTIN. 


In the afterpiece of the Padlock, Mr. West was Leander, 
and Mrs. Hodgkinson Leonora. 

The prices of admission remained as before—8s., 6s., and 4s. 
Mr. Faulkner was the treasurer, and attended at the box- 
office daily, from 10 to 12 a.m, and on the days of perform- 
ance from 8 to 5 p.. (for it must be remembered that per- 
formances took place but three times a week), to wait on 
those desirous of securing places in the boxes. Mr. Faulkner 
-must have possessed rare business qualifications, for he 
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retained the post of treasurer in the establishment for more 
than thirty years. 

Mr. Hodgkinson, who made his first appearance in New 
York as Vapid, was born at Manchester, England, in 1767. 
His father was an inn-keeper there, named Meadowcraft. He 
ran away from the trade to which he was apprenticed, took 
the name of Hodgkinson, and joined the stage, where his 
natural musical abilities and wonderful powers of memory, 
and ambition to excel in every department of the drama, 
soon gained him favor in all the northern towns of England, 
and in a few years recommended him to a position on the 
Bath stage, where he was engaged for New York by Hallam 
and Henry. 

Probably no performer on the American stage has ever 
equaled him in versatility and general excellence. Low 
comedy was his forte, but he was capable of playing tragedy, 
genteel and light comedy, opera and pantomime, with almost 
equal ability, and his desire to monopolize the heroes in 
every department, caused many and bitter quarrels with his 
professional brethren. 

In 1794, he bought out Mr. Henry’s interest in the estab- 
lishment, and continued one of its managers until the close 
of the season in 1798. His bickerings with his partners 
and managerial successor, caused him, although an immense 
favorite in New York, to leave the theatre in 1803, and he 
afterwards played principally in Charleston, 8. C. His death 
occurred at Washington, D. C., September 12th, 1805, at the 
age of thirty-eight, from yellow fever, as was generally 
supposed. One of his friends wrote of his last hours, 
that “he was in continual agitation from pain and ex- 
cessive terror of death, and presented the most horrid spec- 
tacle that the mind can imagine; he was, as soon as dead, 
wrapped in a blanket and carried to the burying-field by 
negroes.” 

From ill associations in early life, without the guidance of 
friends, he acquired loose ideas of moral duty, which clung to 
him through life, so that little can be said in praise of his 
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domestic morality, his professional honor, or his business 
integrity. 

His wife, to whom he was married after his arrival in 
America by Bishop Moore, (he left one in England, whom he 
had induced to break her allegiance to his friend Munden) 
was formerly Miss Brett, of the Bath Theatre, a daughter of 
Brett, a singer at Covent Garden and Haymarket Theatres. 
She was a very fair, light-haired, blue-eyed woman, and is 
represented to have been most lovely and amiable in private 
life, a devoted wife, a kind and affectionate mother, and on 
the stage a most excellent and versatile actress—surpassing 
all her contemporaries (but one) in rustic comedy and singing 
parts, in chambermaids and soubrettes, and equaling most of 
them in pathetic tragedy, and the general range of the drama. 
In value to the theatre she stood second only to her husband. 
Mrs. Hodgkinson died in New York, of consumption, in Sep- 
tember, 1803. Mr. King was handsome in face and person, 
but became dissipated in his habits and negligent of his 
duties. Under the drilling of Hodgkinson, he frequently 
rendered a part highly effective, but left to his own judgment, 
he was ineflicient and unreliable. He died from the effects 
of dissipation in 1796. | 

Miss Brett’s merits entitle her to no consideration. She 
was the sister of Mrs. Hodgkinson, and soon became Mrs. 
King. After King’s death, she married a German physician, 
and lived many years in comfortable retirement. 

Mr. Prigmore, who was advertised for Lord Scratch, (origi- 
nally played by Quick in London) refused to appear, and Mr. 
Henry was obliged to read the part. He was not without 
merit in low comedy, and but for too exalted an opinion of 
his own abilities, would have proved a useful secondary per- 
former. He is last remembered here in 1806. 

Mr. West was principal singer and walking gentleman. He 
appears to have been in the company for only one season. 
The name is found in the bills afterwards, but probably 
belonged to the gentleman now known as West, Jr., whom 
Dunlap describes as being equal to nobody. 
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Mr. Robbins was engaged as scene painter and occasional 
singer. In the former capacity he was connected with the 
theatre for many years. 
~ In the opera of the “Maid of the Mill,” represented on the 
30th January, Mrs. Kenna made her first appearance in five 
years, and Mrs. Pownall (formerly Mrs. Wrighten) her début 
on the New York stage. She, as well as Mrs. Hodgkinson, 
had been introduced to the public on the 25th, in a concert 
at Corre’s Hotel, where both were received with rapturous 
applause. The cast of the opera was as follows: 


Lord Aimworth. . . . Mr. Hopaxktnson. Ralph . .... . Mr. HALLAM. 


SirHarry Sycamore . . ‘‘ PRIGMORK. Lady Sycamore . . . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Mervyn . . . .. . ‘West. Fanny . . ... . ‘© KENNA. 
Fairfield. . . . . . ‘¢ ASHTON. Theodosia. . . . . ‘6 HALLAM. 
Giles ee ‘¢ WooLLs. PACY oe ck es a! “Ss ‘* POWNALL. 


Mrs. Pownall was originally a Miss Matthews, and in early 
life married Mr. James Wrighten, prompter of Drury Lane 
Theatre. As Mrs. Wrighten she became an immense favorite 
with the audience of that establishment, in a line of singing 
characters in which she displayed unusual excellence. Her 
London reputation, if not that of the most finished vocalist, 
was certainly that of the best comic singing actress of the 
day. Pasquin proclaimed her 

“The prop of burlettas and mistress of mirth, 


Of female comedians an excellent sample; 
Of Abigail singers, the first great example!” 


She unfortunately abandoned her position on the London 
stage in 1787, and in a few years was obliged to resume her 
profession in America for a subsistence. In 1769 she was the 
original Diana, in Bickerstaff’s “Lionel and Clarissa,” and 
in 1774 obtained her choicest laurels by her exquisite per- 
sonation of the heroine in Allan Ramsay’s “Gentle Shepherd.” 
In the “ Beggars’ Opera” she had personated both Polly and 
Lucy. When Mrs. Siddons played the Lady in Milton’s 
“Comus,” Mrs. Wrighten was the Euphrosyne, and when 
John Kemble enacted Petruchio, Mrs. Wrighten was his 
Katharine. Mrs. Bundle, Audrey, Nell, Flora, (Wonder) 
Madge, (Love in a Village) Queen Dollalolla, and a long list 
of rustics and chambermaids were represented by her, to the 

13 
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unbounded admiration of the London public. Her voice was 
clear and powerful, and her acting arch, playful, and full of 
rich comic expression. She was the best vocalist yet heard 
in America, and had she been twenty years younger would 
have eclipsed Mrs. Hodgkinson in the estimation of the pub- 
lic—as it was she fully divided its favor. 

In 1795 she left New York for Charleston, S. C., where she 
died August 13th, 1796. Her daughter married Alexandre 
Placide, manager of the Charleston Theatre, as before stated. 

Portraits of Mrs. Wrighten as Peggy, Madge and Katharine, 
ornament Bell’s Shakspeare, and British Theatre; and a fine 
mezzo-tint, from a portrait by Dighton, was published in 
1780, which is said to be a very faithful resemblance. 

Feb. 4th. Love in a Village was performed with Mr. and 
Mrs. Hodgkinson as Young Meadows and Rosetta, and Mrs. 
Pownall as Madge, one of her most applauded characters. 


Feb. 6th, Othello ; 
Othello . . . . . © Mr. Hopcxtnson. | Cassio. . . . | Mr. Kina. 
Iago .... .-..- « ‘“f =HaLLaM. Desdemona . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
with The Romp. 
Watty Cockney . . . . Mr. PRIGMORE. | Priscilla Tomboy . Mrs. Hopaxinson. 


Feb. 8th, never performed here, Holcroft’s Comedy of 
The Road to Ruin, with the following fine caft : 


Goldfinch. . . . . . Mr. HALLaM. Smith. . . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Mr. Dornton. . .. . ‘* HENRy. Jacob. . - . * RYAN, 
Harry poroten - « « « ** HODGKINSON. Widow Warren . . Mrs. POWNALL. 
Milford. . » 6 « «. §© MARTIN. Sophia. . . . . ‘“* HaLiam. 
Silky . . . .. . « =‘ PRIGMORE. Jenny . - « « ‘* HAMILTON. 
Sulkky. ... “ KING. Mrs. Ledger - « « ‘*f KENNA, 
Its popularity has remained undiminished to the present time. 
Feb. 11th, All in the Wrong ; 
Sir John Restless . . . Mr. HopckInson. Lady Restless . . Mrs. POWNALL. 
Beverly . - « « ** HALLAM. Belinda . . . . ‘f HALLAM. 
Sir Wm. Belmont - « « ‘** PRIGMORE. Clarissa . . . . Miss Brett. 
Young Belmont. . . . ‘“* MArrTIN. Tattle. . . . +. Mrs. HAMILTON. 
and Rofina. 
Belville . . . . . . Mr. Hopaainson. Irishman. . . . Mr. Kina. 
Capt. Belville . . . . ‘* West. Rosina. . . . . Mra. HODGKINSON. 
William... - . ‘© PRIGMORE, Phoebe . . . . ‘“* POWNALL 


Feb. 18th, The Dramatift ; and, never performed here, 
O’Keefe’s mufical Drama, called The Farmer. 


Farmer Serene - . Mr. Kina. Rundy ..- . . Mr. Martin, 
Valentine. . . . « * West. Stubble . . . . ‘* WooLis. 
Fairly. . o « © « *§ HEARD. Louisa . - Mra. Kenna. 
Col. Pormont ~ « « « * ASHTON. Molly Maybush. - ‘ HODGKINSON, 
Jemmy Jumpe. . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Betty ge ‘6 POWNALL. 


Counsellor Flummery. . ‘* Ryan Landlady .. ‘6 RANKIN, 
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This once highly popular afterpiece has not now been heard 
for many years. 
Feb. 22d, never performed here, Mrs. Inchbald’s pleafing 


drama, entitled 
The Child of Nature ; 


Duke Murcla. . . Mr. PRIGMORE. Seville . . . . Mr. Rran. 
Marquis Almanza . ‘6 KING. Peasants. .. . ‘* Haram, &c. 
Count Valentia . ‘6 Hop@kINson. Marchioness Merida Mrs. PowNALL. 
Granada... . “© MaRrTIN. Amanthis . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. 


and, firft time, O’Keefe’s mufical farce of 


No Song, No Supper. 


Robin. . . . . . . Mr. Hopaxrnson. William. . . . Mr. Rossins. 
Endless . . . . . «© ‘* MARTIN. Margaretta . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Crop... . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Dorothy. . . . ‘* POWNALL. 
Frederick. . . . . . ‘S West, Nelly .. . . ‘* RANKIN. 
Thomas . oo 4 ‘¢ RYAN. Louisa . Miss BREtrT. 


Both of these pieces were long great favorites in New York, 
and Storace’s delightful music of the latter was frequently 
heard as lately as 1850, but possibly may never be heard 
again. 

Feb. 25th. Mrs. Henry made her first appearance this 
season as Violante in the “ Wonder,” supported by Mr. Hodg- 
kinson as Don Feliz ; King, as Col. Briiton ; and Prigmore, as 
Lissardo. In the afterpiece of the “ Agreeable Surprise,” Mr. 
and Mrs. Hodgkinson were the Lingo and Cowslip. 


Feb. 27th, The West Indian. 
Belcour . . +. | .« Mr. HopGKINSON. Major O’Flaherty . Mr. KINa. 
Varland .... . ‘6 PBRIGMORE. Charlotte Rusport. Mrs. HENRY. 


March rft, She Stoops to Conquer ; 
Hardcastle .. Mr. PRIGMORE. | Tony Lumpkin . Mr. HaA.iam. 
Young Marlow . ‘s HODGKINSON. Miss Hardcastle . Mrs. HENRY. 
and The Poor Soldier. 
Patrick . . . . - Mr. Hop@kKrson. Darby . . . . Mr. PRicmors. 
Capt. Fitzroy . . -. “ West. Norah . . . . Mrs. POWNALL. 
Father Luke. ‘* KING, Kathleen . . . ‘* HODGKINGON. 


March sth, Love in a Village; and, never performed here, 
Colman’s excellent farce of Ways and Means. 


Sir David Dunder . Mr. PRIGMORE. Paul Peery. . Mr. ASHTON. 

Random... .- ‘¢ HODGKINSON. Lady Dunder . Mrs. RANKIN, 

Scruple . .. . ‘6 WEsr. Harriet . ‘ Miss Brett. 

Tiptoe. . . “KING. Kitty Mrs. Hop@xinson. 
March 8th, The Beaux Stratagem. 


Archer .. . 
Aimwell . ‘ 
Scrub. 


Mr. HopGKInson. 
* WEst. 
“ Halla. 


Mrs. Sullen 
Dorinda. 
Cherry . . 


Mrs. HENRY. 
ss) 6-KKENNA. 
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March 11th, The Earl of Effex ; 
Essex. . . . . . . Mr. Hop@Kinson. | Queen Elizabeth . Mrs. KENNA. 
Burleigh. . . . . . “ Kina. Countess of Rutland “* Henry. 
and The Devil to Pay. 
Jobson .. . . »« Mr. PRIGMORE. jf Nell. . . . . Mrs. Pownaun. 


March 1 ath. More Ways than One; Bellair, Mr. Hodgkin- 
fon; and, never performed here, the grand Pantomimical Ballet 
compofed by Delpini, mufic by Gluck, fongs and chorufes by 
Mr. Reeve, entitled 


Don Juan, or the Libertine deftroyed. 


Don Juan... . |. Mr. HOpGktInson. Sailors. . . Messrs. West, Jr., DURANG, 
Don Guzman... . “‘* HALLAM, &c. 
Don Ferdinand. . . . ‘** Wk Villagers. . . ‘** KING, Marrin, &c. 
Scaramouch - « « « ‘ PRIGMORE. Cottugers. . . Mrs. HALLAM, Mrs. 
Donna Anna . . » « Mrs. HENRY. KENNA. 
Confidante . . ‘¢ HaMILTON., Banquetting Ladies ‘* HopgkINsoN, Miss 
Alguazils. . . Messrs. nee W OOLLS, Brett, &c. 

c 


March 18th. Never performed here, O’Keefe’s comedy of 
“Wild Oats,” or the “Strolling Gentleman,” still one of the 
most popular stock pieces of the stage. 


Rover. . . « Mr. HopcErnson., Farmer eee: Mr. HAMMOND. 
Sir George Thunder - « ‘f PRIGMOBE. Lamp. . - ‘“ DURANG 
Harry Thunder. . . . ‘* WEst. Trap . ‘6 ABHTON. 
Banks. . . .. - ‘Ss HEARD. Lady Amaranth . Mrs. Henry. 
John Dory . .. . . ‘* KING Amelia. . . ‘* KENNA. 
Ephraim Smee - « . “ HENRY. Jane . . . . ‘“ POWMALL 
Sim . - - » ** HALLAM, 


April 8th, The Clandeftine Marriage ; 


and a pantomime called the King of the Genii. 


Kingof theGenil . . . . . . . . © « Mr. Woouts. 
Harlequin .. . . . Mr. MARTIN. Clown. . . . Mr. PRiIGMoRE. 
Pantaloon . . .. . ‘* RYAN. Columbine . . Mrs. KENNA. 
April 15th, The Weft Indian. : 


Beloour . . . Mr. Haram, Jr. | Stockwell (lst time) Mr. HALLAM. 
(His first appearance on this stage.) 


Mr. Mirvan Hallam, called in the bill Mr. Hallam, Jr. in- 
herited but little of his predecessors’ talent. He was the son 
of Lewis Hallam the second, by his first wife, and possessed 
barely merit enough to be tolerated by his audience. He 
continued with the company until disabled by the illness 
which caused his death, Nov. 8th, 1811, aged nearly 40. 

The afterpiece on this occasion was Sheridan’s farce of 
“ St. Patrick’s Day,” or the “ Scheming Lieutenant,” performed 
for the first time in New York. 
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e Lieut O'Connor . . . Mr. Hopexinson. Sergeant Trounce Mr. Wsst. 
Doctor Rosy . - . “ Marri. Lauretta . . . Mrs. HaLiaw. 
Justice Credulous . - . . ‘f PRiGMoRE. Mrs. Bridget . . ‘‘ HAMILTON. 


April 22d, Mrs. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 
Firft time here, Reynolds’ comedy of 


Notoriety; 
Nominal. . . . . . Mr. Hopaxinson. Saunter . . . Mr. West. 
Lord Jargon. . . . . ‘* HAMMOND. James. . . . Mr. West, Jr. 
Sir Andrew Acid . . . ‘* HBARD. Lady Acid . . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Col. Hubbub. . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Honorfla . . . ‘“* Habba. 
Clairville. . . . “* HaLpam, Sophia patie il 
Blunder O’Whack . » .« % Kina. ways .. ‘HENRY. 
and The Romp. 
Priscilla Tomboy . . . . .- . - . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
May 6th, Mrs. Hamilton’s benefit. 


The Recefs; 
Carlos (his second appearance) .. . . . . Mr. Haram, Jr. 
Museato . . . . . =. Mr. HaLiam. | Aurora. . . . Mrs. Hamitron. 
Dissertation on Hobby-horses, as SquireGroom . . . By Mr. HopGKINson. 


and - Robinfon Crufoe. 
Crusoe . ... 6 « © «© « « « « Myr. Kine. 
May 8th, Mrs. Henry’s night. 
Alexander the Great. 
Alexander . . . . . Mr. Hopexinson. Statira (lst time) Mrs. Henry. 
Clytus ..... . ‘** HEnry. Roxana... . ** KENNA. 
Lysemachus. . . . . ‘* HALLAM, Jr. Parisatis . . . ‘* HALLAM. 


Hippifley’s fcene of the Drunken Man, by Mr. Henry ; and, 
firft time in New York, a comic opera, by Henry Bate Dudley, 
called 

The Rival Candidates. 


Gen. Wo - . « . ©. Mr. Henry. Spy . . . . Mr. PRigMmore, 
Sir Harry Maff. . . . ‘* Martin. Narcissa. . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Byron ...... ‘* Wrest. Jenny. . . . ‘« RANKIN. 


May 13th, Mr. King’s benefit. 
Firft time in America, Mrs. Inchbald’s play, entitled 
Such Things Are. 


Twineall. . . . . . Mr. Hop@xkinson, Elvirus . . . Mr. Martin, 
Sultan... ~ . . * HALLAM, Jr. Zedan. . . . ‘ KINn@. 

Sir Luke Tremor » « .  ‘§* PRIGMORE. Lady Tremor . Mrs. KENNA. 
Haswe]l ... - .« « ‘© HALLAM. Aurelia... ‘6 HALLAM, 
Lord Flint... . . ‘** HAMMOND. Arabella . ... “© HENRY, 


Meanright . ... . ‘* West. 


“Such Things Are” never gained the popularity of most of 
Mrs. Inchbald’s plays. It was last peformed in New York at 
the Park Theatre, in 1844. 
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May 17th, Mr. Martin’s night. 
Such Things Are ; 


Firft time in America, a farce called 
Look before you Leap ; 


Lucas .. . . . . Mr. Hongexrnson. Lawyer . . . Mr. Ryan. 
Duval oe ew whl ehCUle™COS* MARTIN Lucette . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Corporal. . . . . . ‘* HAMMOND. Margaret. . . ‘“* Kenna, 


and a new pantomime called 


Harlequin Fifherman. 


Harlequin. . . » Mr. MARTIN. Magician. . . Mr. Ropsins. 

Pantaloon .. . . . ‘* HEARD. Servant... ‘“ BISser. 

Clown. . .... . =‘ RYAN. Columbine . . Miss Baerr. 

Lover. . . . « ‘* HAMMOND. SyiIph. . . . Mrs. Kenna. 
May 2oth, Miss Brett’s benefit. 


A comedy never yet performed, called 


The Wedding ; 


Commodore ba . . Mr. HaLiam. | Crackjaw . . . Mr. West. 
Quibble . . . . . “© Hope ngon, Toupee ... - ‘© RYAN. 
McSkinflint . . . . . ‘* PRIGMOBR. Mrs. Sugarcane - Mrs. RANKIN. 
Lovejoy . . - . .- ~. ‘* MARTIN. Dinah . - ‘* HAMILTON. 
O’Banter. . .. . . ‘ KING. Julia. - ‘“ Harta. 
and The Agreeable Surprise. 

Laura... - . +26 « « « « « « © Miss Brett. 


The comedy was the production of Dunlap, and was one of 
his acknowledged failures, never having been repeated. 
Tickets of Miss Brett, at Mr. Hodgkinson’s, Ann BEEeh 


near Broadway. 
May 22d, Mrs. Pownall’s benefit. 
Never performed in America, Mifs Lee’s popular comedy, 


The Chapter of Accidents. 


Woodville . . . . . Mr. HopGKInson, Jacob Gawky . . Mr. Haram. 
Governor Harcourt . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Miss Mortimer. . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Captain Harcourt . . . ‘* MAagtTIN. Cecelia. . . . ‘* HENRY, 
lord Glenmore. . . . ‘* KIN@. Bridget. . . . ‘** POWNALL. 
Grey . . .. .- . . £=“ HEARD. Warner. . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Vane... ... . =‘ West. 


In the course of the evening Mrs. Pownall sang the fine 
hunting song of “Tally ho!” in character of Diana, and the 
ballad of the “ Primrose Girl,” which was afterward frequently 
repeated, by request. The evening’s entertainment con- 
cluded with the operatic farce of 

The Waterman. 


Tom Tug. .. . ° . Mr. HopcKInson. Mrs. Bundle . . Mrs. PownatL. 
Bundle .... . + ‘* ASHTON, Wilhelmina . . ‘* Hop@xuweom. 
Robin. . . .-. - +. « ‘* PRIGMOBE. 
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Tickets of Mrs. Pownall at Mr. Gilfert’s, 14 Dey Street. 

George Gilfert was a popular organist and music teacher of 
New York, and attached to the orchestra of the theatre. He 
was the father of the more celebrated Charles Gilfert, the 
first lessee of the Bowery Theatre. 


May 29th, Mr. Ashton’s benefit. 
The Jealous Wife ; 

Mr. Oakley . . . . . Mr. HopGkINson. Captain O1COMee . . Mr. Kina. 
Major Oakley . . . . ‘* ASHTON, Paris . . . . . ‘* DURANG, 
Charles . . . . . . ‘Sf West. Mrs. Oakley . . . . Mrs. PowNA.. 
Ragsett . . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Lady Freelove . . . ‘* KENNA. 
Lord Trinket . . . ‘* HAMMOND, Harriet . . . . . ‘* HALLAM. 
Sir Harry Beagle . . . ‘‘ MARTIN. Toilet . . . . . . =‘ HAMILTON, 
and Comus. 
Comaus . - . « « Mr. Hopexinson. The Lady. . . . . Miss Brett. 
Elder Brother . - « « ** Martin. Sabrina . . «Sw SC.SCOMre. RANKIN. 
Younger Brother . . . ‘* HAMMOND. Euphrosyne . . . ‘* HOopGKINSON. 


Bacchanals—Messrs. WOOLLS, RoBBINS, WEST, Bisset, &c. 
Bacchantes—Mesdames HatLAM, HAMILTON, &c. 


The above cast of the “Jealous Wife” is the first found. 


May 31ft, Mr. Prigmore’s benefit. 
Firft time in America, Mrs. Inchbald’s farce of 


Animal Magnetifm ; 


Marquis Delancy . . . Mr. Wear. Jeffrey . . . . . Mr. Marrin. 
Doct. aus - - . ‘© PRIGMORE. Constance. . . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Lafleur oe ‘* HODGKINSON. Lisette. . . . . . ‘ POWNALL, 


Firft time in America, a farce by the Rev. Henry Knapp, 


called 
Hunt the Slipper ; 


Billy Bristle' . . . . Mr. Priamore. Miss Winterbottom. . Mrs. RANKIN. 
Winterbottom . . . . ‘* ASHTON. Harriet. ‘“ KINa, 
Capt. Clement . .. . ‘* West. ae Mies Bart?.) 

Glib . . . «. ©. « «© ‘* MARTIN. Maid “KENNA, 


and, firft time in America, the grand eibee pantomime, per- 
formed with extraordinary succefs in London, called 


The Death of Captain Cook. 


Capt. Cook . . . . . Mr. Hope@xinson. Perea. . . . . Mr. Wrst. 
Lieutenant . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Koah .... . ‘* KING. 
Terreoboo .. . . . ‘* ROBBINS. High Priest . . . ‘* Hearn. 
Oroondo . . .. . . ‘“* MARTIN. Email ... Mrs. KENNA, 
June 34, Mr. Weft’s benefit. 
The Chapter of Accidents; and Midas. 

Midas. . 1. 1... Mr. PRIGMORE. Mysis . . . . . Mrs. RAangIn. 
eae i ee ae, ee et SE i, Nysa .. . . . ‘“* HODGKINSON. 
Pan - ‘6 KING. Daphne... . ‘* POWNALL 


Tickets ‘of Mr. Weft, at Mrs. Fortune’s, next to the Play 


Houfe. 
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This Mrs. Fortune was the mother of the young lady whom 
Jefferson the comedian married, a few years later. 


June sth, Mr. Henry’s benefit. 
The Merchant of Venice; 
Shylock . .. . . . Mr. Henry. Launcelot . . . Mr. Prremore. 
Gratiano. . . . . . £=‘** HODGKINSON. Portia (let time) . Mrs. Henry. 
Bassanio. . . . . . =‘** #=MARTIN. Nerissa . . ©  KReNwa, 
Antonio . ... . . =§* HaLbaM. Jessica. . . . ‘** HALLAM. 


and, firft time in America, Macready’s farce of 


The Irifhman in London, or the Happy African. 


Murtough Delany . . . Mr. HEnry,. Cymon. .. . Mr. HaAtvam. 
Mr. Cullooney . . . . ‘“S KING. Caroline . . . Mrs. HALuam. 
Capt. Seymour. .. . ‘* West. Louisa . . . . ‘* KENNA, 
Edward .... . . ‘* Martin. Cubba .. . . ‘“ HAMILTON. 
Frost . . . . + HEARD. 


June 7th, Mefirs. Durang and Biffet’s night. 
The Fafhionable Lover. 


Colin McLeod Mr. Bisset. 


concluding with a new mifcellaneous comic Pantomimical Enter- 
tainment, in grotefque characters, called 


The Grateful Lion, or the Lilliputian’s Power. 


c* * Mefirs. Durang and Biffet refpectfully inform the pub- 
lic, that the above entertainments are fo arranged as to require 
but a few minutes interval, and notwithftanding their variety, the 
audience will be difmiffed at an early hour; and in order to 
render this entertainment more worthy of their attention, there’s 
no pains fpared in completing the machinery and decorations for 
this pantomime, and trusts it will give particular fatisfaction to 
thofe ladies and gentlemen who intend honoring the Theatre 
this night.” ‘© Vivat Respublica.” 


This was probably the last night of the season. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Jobn Street Theatre, 1793-4. 


HE theatre was re-opened by Messrs. Hallam and 

Henry on the 13th of November, 1793, with the 

“Dramatist,” and the “Romp,” cast as before, with 
the exception of Mr. Kenna as Willoughby, vice Hammond, 
and of Mrs. Miller, as Letty and Miss La Blond, who was prob- 
ably no other than Mrs. Rankin under a new name. On the 
20th, Mrs. Melmoth made her first appearance on the Ameri- 
can stage as Euphrasia in the “ Grecian Daughter,” with tri- 
umphant success, although her great size operated strongly to 
her prejudice, and nearly turned the feelings of her audience 
to mirthfulness rather than tears. This lady (who had given 
readings in New York the previous winter) was the daughter 
of a respectable farmer, of Surrey, England, and was deceived 
‘nto a sham marriage while at boarding school, by Mr. Pratt, 
well known in the literary and theatrical world as Courtney 
Melmoth, whose assumed name she continued ever after to 
bear. She played one season at Covent Garden, where she 
opened as Roxana, Oct. 4th, 1774, and one season at Drury 
Lane, where she first appeared as Lady Macbeth, Nov. 25th, 
1776. Her greatest triumphs, however, were on the boards of 
the Edinburgh and Dublin theatres, where she was an ac- 
knowledged favorite for many years. No actress of tragedy 
in New York could at this time at all compete with her, yet 
she was past the prime of life, and her unfortunate bulk 
adapted her to a very limited range of parts. In Lady Mac- 
beth, Lady Randolph, Alicia, Elvira, Constance in “King 

14 
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John,” Margaret of Anjou, and other matronly characters, she 
displayed powers rarely equalled. She was also very effective 
in comedy, in characters like Mrs. Rackett, Widow Volatite, 
&c., and in 1812, played Mrs. Malaprop in the Olympic Circus. 
Age finally compelled her to abandon the stage, and her last 
years were spent as a teacher of youth. We well recollect 
her little seminary in Washington Street, near the Albany 
Basin. Throughout her entire residence in America she 
sustained an unblemished repute, and won the regard and 
respect of all who knew her. She died September 28th, 
1823, aged seventy-four, and her remains repose in the bury- 
ing ground of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in this city. 

Portraits of Mrs. Melmoth as Rozana and Queen Elizabeth 
were engraved for Lowndes’ edition of British Dramas. 


Dec. 7th, Venice Preferved. 
Pierre . 2. «© «© «© Mr. HALiam. | Priudli! . 2... Mr. Kina. 
Jafler . . . . « - ‘« HOopGkINson. Belvidera. . . . . Mrs. MELMoTE. 


Dec. 13th, firft time here, Hannah More’s tragedy of 


Percy. 
Percy . . . + « Mr. HopGKINSON. Edric. . 2. 2 « « Mr. Makgrin. 
Earl Douglas . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Harcourt. . .. . ‘«  ABHTON. 
Lord Raby. . . =. » “¢ KING. Elwina . . . «2 Mrs. MeLMorg. 
Sir Hubert ‘a ee ae ee ‘© PRIGMOBE. Birtha .... . “HALLAM. 


Dec. 18th, firft time here, Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy called 
Pil tell you what ! 


Col. Downright . . . Mr. Hatuam. Sir Harry Harmless . Mr. Hanmonp. 
Anthony Euston. . . ‘‘ HODGKINSON. Lady Euston . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Mr. Euston. .. . .- ‘¢ ~PRIGMORE. Lady Harriet me Peee:: “KENNA. 
Sir George Euston . . ‘‘ ASHTON. Young Lady. . ‘* HopGKINson. 
Charles Euston . . . ‘* MARTIN. Bloom. . ... . ‘¢ MILLER. 
Major Cyprus. .. . ‘“ KING. 

Dec. 26th, Such Things Are. 
Twineall . . . .- . Mr. Hopaginson. | Arabella. . .. . Mrs. Me_uora. 


And, firft time, a trifle written for the’ purpofe of reftoring Mrs. 
Pownall to the ftage (after a retirement of many weeks caufed 
by the accidental fracture of her leg) entitled 


Needs Muft; or, the Ballad Singers. 
Hardwell . . . . . Mr. PRiaMors. | Delia. . .« «© = - Mrs. HALiaM. 


Anthony . ...- - *¢ MARTIN. Marian . . . . - ‘*  PoWNALL. 
Rushbrook .. . . ‘“* BERGMAN. 


In this piece Mrs. Pownall appeared on crutches and intro- 
duced several favorite ballads. She was not able to perform 
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ina regular play for many weeks after. Mr. Bergman was 8 
singer, and @ late addition to the company, having appeared 
but once before. 


Dec. 28th, Mr. Richards was announced to appear for the 
first time in New York as Barbarossa. 

Richards was the assumed designation of Sir, Richard 
Crosby, an Irish baronet, whom reverses of fortune had thrown 
upon the stage. His height was more than six feet, but his 
face was inexpressive, and his bearing the reverse of majestic. 
His manners, however, were those of a gentleman, and as he 
had the advantage of a good education, his readings were 
correct if not spirited, and in serious old men, in his latter 
days, he was always respectable. After the first season or 
two, he resumed his surname of Crosby, without the prefix of 
“Sir.” He returned to England and died there in 1806. 


Jan. 6th, 1794, The Belle’s Stratagem ; 


Doricourt . . . . te Mr. Hopaexinson. Hardy. ..... Mr. PRIGMORS. 
Flutter. . . . . ‘¢ HaLiam. Letitia Hardy . . . Mrs. Hop@KINsoN. 
Sir Geo. Touchwood. . ‘‘ KINa. Widow Racket . . . ‘“* MsLmora. 
and, Cymon and Sylvia, with Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinfon. 
Jan. 17th, Richard 3d. 
Richard. 2 wwe Mr. HopGcKINSON. Prince of Wales. . . Mr. MARTIN. 
Henry(@th . . .. . ‘* HEnry Tressell . 2. 2... “KING. 
Richmond . . . = ‘* HALLAM. Queen Elisabe - . Mrs. Me_mors. 
Buckingham... . . ‘* PRIGMORE. yAnpne.. . . ‘* HALLAM. 
Jan. 18th, The Belle’s Stratagem ; 


and, for the firft time in America, O’Keefe’s comic opera in 


three acts, called 
The Highland Reel. 


Shelty . . . 2... Mr. Hopakrson. Capt. Dash . . . . Mr. HAMMOND. 
McGilpin . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Laird of Raasay . . ‘* KENNA. 
Sergt. Jack . . . . ‘* KING. Laird of Coll . . . ‘“* ASHTON. 
Charley. . . . =. ‘6 MaRgTIN. Moggy McGilpin . . Mrs. Hopa@xinson. 
Sandy . .... . ‘6 BERGMAN, Jenny .... .« ‘© HALLAM, 


For nearly forty years the “Highland Reel” stood second in 
popularity to no afterpiece on the stock list of the theatre, and 
Moggy McGilpin was a favorite character, not only with Mrs. 
Hodgkinson, but with Mesdames Oldmixon, Darley, Barnes, 
Hackett, G. Barrett, Hilson, Blake, Clara Fisher and many 
others. 


- 
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Jan. 24th, The Fair Penitent ; 
Bciolto . . . . . . Mr. Henry. Altamont... . . Mr. Martin. 
Horatio . . . . . . #£=‘* HODGKINSON. Calista. . . . .« Mrs. MELMOTA. 
Lothario ... . . £‘* HaLuam. Lavinia . ‘6 HALLAM. 
and The Highland Real seaiee to two acts. 
Feb. 3d, Love in a Village. 
Madge ... - . » » Mrs, Pownalt, 


her first night of resuming ‘hee regular duties. 


About this time Mrs. Long, who had been the admired Miss 
Cheer from 1767 to 1773, made her reappearance as Mrs. 
Oakley in the comedy of the “Jealous Wife,” dissipating all 
the pleasant recollections of the few who still bore her in 
mind. 


Feb. 8th, The Mourning Bride ; 
Osmyn .. . . . . Mr. HopGKkInson. Gonzales . . . . Mr. KENNA. 
Manuel... . . . £=‘* RICHARDS. Zara. . . . . . Mre. MELMOTE. 
Heli. ..... . =‘ KIN@ Almeria... . ‘** Lona. 
and The Irifhman in-London. 
Delany .......... .. =. Mr, Henry. 


, 


Feb. 8th, for the fecond time in America, Cumberland’s 
tragedy of 


The Carmelite. 


8t. Valori . . . . . Mr. HopGKinson. Gyfford . . . . Mr. A&8HTON. 
Hildebrand .. . ‘* RICHARDS. Raymond... . ‘* HAMMOND. 
DeCourci . . .. . ‘* KIN@, Fits Allan. . . . ‘* KBNNA. 
Montgomeri .. . . ‘* Martin. Matilda . . . . Mrs. Me.mora. 


This tragedy was very favorably received, but remained 
popular only while in the hands of its original performers. 
Matilda, Lady of St. Valori, was first represented by Mrs. 
Siddons, whose brilliant talents made it one of her most 
effective characters. 


Feb. 17th, Macbeth. 
Macbeth. . . . . . Mr. Hopaxinson. Banquo. - « Mr. Riowarne. 
Macduff. . . - « ‘“* HALLAM. Lady Macbeth - » Mrs. MuLmora. 
Feb. 16th. The Chapter of Accidents ; 
Woodville . . . . . Mr. Hopaxtnson. | Cecelia. . . . . Mrs. Huwryr. 
Jacob Gawky . . .  HaLraM, Bridget. . . . . ‘* POWNALE. 
and The Irifh Fine Lady. 
O’Dogherty. . . . . Mr. Hunry. Mrs. Diggerty. . . Mrs. Huwrr. 
Hamilton . . . . . ‘* RIOHARDS. Lady Kinnegad . . ‘* KENNA, 
Qount Mashroom . . . ‘‘ MARTIN. Lady Bab Frightful. ‘* Mruszr. 


MajorGamble. .. . ‘“* PRIGMORE. Katy Farrel... ‘“ Hattam, 
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Feb. arft, not performed here in twenty years, Bickerstaff’s 
opera of Lionel and Clariffa; or, a School for Fathers ; 


Lionel . . . . . © Mr. Hopa@kinson. Jenkins . . . . Mr. Wootrs. 
Col. ne - « « 2 e« ** PRIGMORE. Clarissa. . . . Mra, PowNnat. 
Sir John Flowerdale .. . ‘* Kina. Diana... . . ‘* Hope@xinson. 
Harman... . . ‘* HAMMOND. Lady Oldboy . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Jessamy. ... . . ‘* Martin. Jenny ..... “ Haram 
and The Irifhman in London. 
Feb. 26th, Lionel and Clariffa ; 
and Catharine and Petruchio. 
Petruchio . . . . . Mr. Hopaxinson. | Catharine. . . . Mrs. Lone. 
Feb. 28th, Cato ; 
Cato. . . . . . . Mr. HaLuam, Syphax. . . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Porting . . ww lel ‘Ss Henry. Lucius. . . . . ‘f KENNA. 
Juba... .e.. ‘© Hopa@KINSON. Decius. . . . . ‘* Wootrs. 
Semphronius .. -  ‘* RioHARDS. Marcia. . . . |. Mrs. Mevmora. 
Marcius. «ww le ‘© Martin. Lucia . . .. . “© HauraMm. 
and The Highland Reel. 


March 3d, firft time on any ftage, an operatic fpectacle written 
by Mrs. Hition (a fifter of Mrs. Siddons and the Kembles) en- 
titled ‘Tammany ; produced with new and brilliant fcenery by 
Charles Ciceri. 


Tammany .. . . . Mr. Hop@KInson. Indian Dancers . . Messrs. Durana & 
Columbus ... . . ‘** HAaLLaM. MILLER. 
Perez ...... =‘“* Kina. Manana.. . . Mrs. HopGKINsoN. 
Ferdinand... . . ‘** Magrin, Zulia... =. . ‘°* #=%#HAMILTON, 
Wegaw . .. . . . ‘“ PRIGMORE. 

Overture and Accempaniments ... . . . . By Mr. Hzwirrt. 


Dunlap pronounces the piece a “melange of bombast.” 
Mr. Ciceri, whose name first appears in our records, in connec- 
tion with the scenery of this spectacle, was a native of Milan, 
whose life and adventures would fill a volume. He was long 
the artist of the establishment, and was a most excellent 
machinist. “He was a man of exemplary habits, active mind, 
quick discernment, fertile in resources, and firm in purpose.” 
He became at length an importer of French merchandise, and 
finally retired with a handsome competence to his native 
Italy. 


March 12th, The Irifh Widow. 
Widow Brady .. . . Mrs. Wiison (her first appearance.) 


March 14th, a tragedy, written by Shakefpeare, called Julius 
Czfar ;—“‘ with the death of Brutus and Caffius at the Battle of 
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Philippi, and the remarkable orations of Brutus and Antony, 
over the Body of Czfar.” | 


Jullus Cesar . . . . Mr. RICHARDS. Metellus cies: . « » Mr. Rrawn. 
Mare Antony . . . . = HODGKINSON. Lucius . . - . ‘ BErreman. 
Brutus .... . . =‘°* HaLuaM. Cinna. .... . * £=PRpiamMoRs. 
Cassius... . . . =‘ Henry. Marcellus. .. . . ‘* Brsexe. 
Octavius . . . . . =‘°** MABTIN. Titinius . . . . . “ =DURARNG. 
Gasca. ..... £* “Kine. Luctlius . . . . . ‘* West 
Treborius . . . . . ‘* WooLss. Artimedorus. . . . ‘*§ O'Rei ty. 
Pindarus .- « « « ** HAMMOND. Portia . . . . . Mrs. Metmorg. 
Declus Brutus. . . ‘© ABHTON. Calphurnia. . . . ‘* HALLAM. 
This is the aiet cast of “Julius Cassar” found in New York. 
March 17th, Tamerlane. 
Tamerlane... . . Mr. HopGRinson. Axalla. . . . . . Mr. Martin. 
Bajazet. . . . . . £=‘** HALLAM. | Arpasia. . . . . Mrs. Metuora. 
Moneses. . . . . * Kine. .Sellma. . . . . * Harta. 


March 26th, firft time in twenty years, The Beggars’ Opera, 


(with alterations). 


Macheath . . . . . Mr. Hop@xinson. Polly is 6. 8 ow a Mrs. HopDGKINSON. 
Peachum ... . . ‘* Prrawors. | Lucey . ie cae te POWNALL. 
Lockit . . . . . . £=‘** ASBTON. Mra. Peachum » 6 « *S Mirrer. 
Filch . . . . * Martin, | Mrs. Coaxer. . . .° ** HAMILTON. 
Mat o’ the Mint ‘. . © Kine. Mrs. Slammekin . . ‘4 WHuILsON. 


James Hewitt was at this time leader of the orchestra, a 
position that he filled most acceptably. Huis son was after- 
wards @ popular music dealer in this city, and an officer in 
the Mexican War. 


March 3rft, The Beggars’ Opera ; 
and Crofs Purpofes. 
Chapean ... . . Mr. Hatta. Grub... . . . Mr. Parremonse. 
Robin. . .. . . ‘ MARTIN. Mre. Grub. . . . Mrs. Lona. 


April gth, never performed in America, O’Keefe’s comedy, 


called The World in a Village. 

Doct. Grigsby. . . . Mr. HODGKINSON. Jack . . - « »« Mr. BERGMAN. 
Jollyboy . ... . HaALiaM. Hedgeworth . - . - ‘f HAMMOND, 
Alebut .. - « « © PRIGMORE. Briers. . . . . . “ Woon. 
Charles Willows . . .  “ KING. Willows . . . . . =‘ Hearn, 
William Bellvue . . . ‘* MARTIN. Louisa . . . . . Mrs. Henry. 
Capt. Mullenahack . . ‘* RicHARDS. Maria. . . . . . ‘* =Hanbam. 
Sir Henry Check. . . ‘* ASHTON. Mrs. Alebut. . . . ‘* Powwnaun. 
Capt. Vansluisen. . . ‘“* Rran. Mrs. Bellvue. . . . “ Kuna. 


Although revived on several occasions, this comedy has 
proved but moderately successful. 


J 5 ° 
April 15th, Mrs. Henry’s night. 
Firft time in America, Colman’s celebrated drama called 
The Surrender of Calais; 

Eustache de 8t. rere . Mr. Henry. Sir Walter Mauny . . Mr. Woo.ia. 
LaGloire . . . . “* Hopexinson. Sergeant. . . . . ‘* PRiGMoRE. 
Ribbemont. . . . . ‘* MARTIN. let Carpenter... ‘“* Haram. 
Johode Vienne . . . ‘* RioHARDS. Old Man. . .. . ‘“ Hmarp. 
O’Carroll . . - . Kina. Queen Philippa. . . Mrs. HaLlam 
King Edward 3d . - . ‘© HaMMOND. Julia. . . . © « * Hsmny. 


John D’Arie . . . . ‘** ASHTON. Madelon ..... ‘* Hopexmesoz. 
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and Inkle and Yarico. 


Inkle ... . . . Myr. Kina. | Trudge ... . . Mr. HAtram. 
Sir C. Curry . .. . ‘“* Huney. Yarioo. . . . . |. Mrs, Hatram. 


St. Pierre was the last new character portrayed by Mr. 
Henry, and he is said never to have appeared to better 


advantage. 


April 24th, firft time on any ftage, a tragedy by William 
Dunlap, entitled 


The Fatal Deception; or, the Progress of Guilt; . 


Earl of Leicester. . . Mr. Haram. Howard .. . . . Mr. Martin. 
Henry Cecil . . . . ‘* HopGxinson. Elwinn . . . . . Mrs. Hopoxinson. 
Dudley Cecil . . . . ‘°* KING. Matilda . .. . . ‘* =Mr.mwors. 
Edred . 1... ** RIOHARDS. 


and a farce in continuation of the “ Highland Reel,’ entitled 
Shelty’s Travels,—also written by Dunlap. 
Shelfy . © © © © « © « © »« « ». Mr, Hopexinson. 


The tragedy was the first written in America and produced 
in a regular theatre by professional actors. It was afterwards 
played and published under the title of “ Lord Leicester.” 

April 26th, Mr. Afhton’s benefit. 

Firft time in New York, Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy of 


Every One has his Fault ; 


Lord Norland . . . . Mr. RicHarps. Hammond .. . . Mr. Durana. 
Sir Robert Ramble . . ‘‘ Marvin. Edward . . . . . A YOuNG GENT. 
Capt.Irwin . . . . ‘* HODGKING6ON. Lady ElinorIrwin. . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Placid . .... . #£=‘** HALLAM. Mrs. Placid . . . ‘¢  POWNALL. 
Solus . ... . . ‘** PRIGMORE. Mise Wooburn . . . ‘* HALLAM. 
Harmony ... . . ‘* ASHTON. Miss Spinster . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 


Masonic Ode—Music composed by Hewirt, 
Sung by Messrs. Rrowarps, Paigwors, Beroman and Rossins. 


and No Song, No Supper. 
April 28th, Mrs. Pownall’s night. 


A comedy never performed in America, called 


Liberty Reftored; or, All ’s Right at Laft ; 


AlaGrecque .. . . Mr. HopGKinson. Ismael. . . . . . Mr. Hammonn. 
m..... .  ‘*f Kina. Old Man . - « ‘°* HEARD. 
~ « 6 wl le!) MARTIN. Son. . .. . . . ‘** Were. 
Atim .... .- - =“! PRIGMORR. Alexing . . . . . Mrs. Metmorn. 
Selim . . . . . . £=‘* BERGMAN. Lauretta . . HAMILTON, 
Orloff ..... e« ‘** ‘HaLtam. Fatima... .%*% ‘* Wuson. 
Muley .... . . ‘* ASHTON. Paulina . . . . . “ POWNALL. 


and, firft time in America, Dibdin’s comic operetta called 
The Wedding Ring. 


Zerdbino. . . . . . Mr. PRIGMORR. Lisetta. . . . . . Mrs, Pownatt. 
Pandolfo . .. . . ‘** RicHaRps. Margaretta .. . . ‘“* MHoDGEINSON. 
Heurieo. . . . . . “* Kina 
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Tickets as ufual, “Cand at Mrs. Pownall’s, fecond houfe, right 
hand fide, down Murray Street.” 


April 2gth, Mrs. Hodgkinfon’s night. 
Never performed in America, McNally’s comic opera called 


Robin Hood; or, Love in Sherwood Forett ; 


Robin Hood .. . . Mr. Kina. Allan-a-Dale. . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Little John. . . . . =‘* PRIGMORR. Clorinda . . . . . Mrs. Hop@xinson. 
Baron Fitsherbert . . ‘* RicHARps. Angelina. . . . . ‘* POWMNALL. 
Edwin ..... . =‘ BERGMAN, Stella. . ... . *% Haram. 
Ruttekin . . . . . £‘* Hop@KINSON. Annette .... . ‘* =Wuinson. 
Will Scarlet... . ‘“* Marrin. 
with The Lyar. 
Young Wilding ges ta ae Se es ae Mr. HopGxinson. 
May 3d, Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. 


Southern’s tragedy of _—Ifabella ;—(probably firft timein New 
York ;) ' 


Biron... . . +. Mr. Hop@xinson. Sampson. . . . . Mr. Pricmons. 
Count Baldwin . . . ‘* RioHagDs. Pedro. .... . ‘* Wrst. 

Carlos . .. . . . #£=** KING. Child . . ... - |. Mast. Pownatt. 
Ail ~ 6 « « © ** Hattaw. Isabella . . . . . Mrs. MgLworg. 
Belfo ‘ a ‘* HAMMOND. Nurse. . . . . . =‘ HAMILTON, 


and, firft time here, Bickerftaff’s farce of 
The Sultan. 


Solyman ... . Mr. Riowarps. Elmira. . . . . . Mrs. Hatta. 
Osmyn .... . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Ismena. . . . . . ‘“* POWNALL. 
Roxalana . ‘<  Marimorg. 


Mrs. Melmoth’s acknowledged tragic merit did not shield 
her from ridicule for undertaking the girlish and romping 
Rozalana. 

May sth, Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. 

Never acted in America, Reynolds’ comedy called 


How to grow Rich; 


Pave .. . . . © Mr. Hop@xkinson. Plainly . .. . . Mr. Hammonp. 
Hippy ... .. . ‘* HALLAM. Smalltrade . . . . ‘“* Pri@mors. 
Latitat . . . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Henrietta. . . Mrs. Hattam. 
Warford ... .. =‘ KING. Rosa... . . . =‘ HODGKINSON. 
Sir Thos. Roundhead . ‘‘ RicHARDS. Miss Dazzle . . . . ‘* WHLson. 
Sir Charlies Dazsic . . ‘‘ ASHTON. Betty . . .. . . ‘** Hamrtton, 
Recitation—‘‘ Shelah’s Voyage to America, with her Lamentation for 
the Loss of her Cow.” . . . . . Mrs. Mzuimorg. 

and The Highland Reel. 

Tickets as ufual, and of Mrs. Hallam, 18 John Street. 

May 7th, Mr. Henry’s benefit. 

Jane Shore; 

Hastings .. . . . Mr. Hop@xinson. Belmour . . . . . Mr. Martin. 
@loster . ... . .- ‘“f ‘HaLram. Jane Shore .. . . Mrs. Henry. 


Damont. .... . ‘** Hunry. Alicia. . . .. . ‘°* =MsLMore. 
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and, never performed, a comedy called The Guardians Outwitted, 
altered from Mrs. Centlivre’s Bold Stroke for a Wife. 


Col. Felgnwell. . . . Mr Hata. Tradelove. . . . . Mr. KING. 
Perriwinkle . . . . ‘* PRiGMorRE. Simon Pure. . . . ‘*f Woo.ts. 
Obadiah Prim. . . . ‘* Henry. AnnaLovely. . . . Mrs, Henry. 
Freeman. . ww, ‘© MARTIN. Mrs. Prim. . .. . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Sir Philip Modelove . . ‘* ASHTON. Betty . . . .. . *¢ KENNA. 


“Mr. Henry refpe€tfully informs the public, the comedy of the 
Bold Stroke for a Wife has repeatedly been applied for, but from 
the vein of licentioufnefs that ran through it, in common with 
other productions of the beginning of this century, it was thought 
improper to be brought forward. He has at length, with great 
care and attention, altered and reduced it to two acts ; and while 
fufficient is retained to render it one of the moft laughable enter- 
tainments on the ftage, he pledges himfelf that everything has 
been carefully expunged which could give offence to Morality, 
or force a blufh from the cheek of Modefty. 

“© Vivat Refpublica.”’ 

This was probably the last appearance on the stage of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry, as we find their names no longer in the bills. 
Henry was entirely superseded in popular favor by Hodgkinson, 
and his wife was eclipsed in tragedy by Mrs. Melmoth, in 
opera by Mrs. Pownall and Mrs. Hodgkinson, and in the 
comedy of high life was nearly, if not quite, equaled by Mrs. 
Hallam. Finding themselves thus fallen in public estima- 
tion, Mr. Henry parted with his interest in the Uld Ameri- 
can Company for $10,000, and at the end of the season re- 
tired from the concern. His death and that of his wife 
occurred soon after. Their residence in New York was for 
many years at No. 5 Fair Street—now Fulton Street—east of 
Broadway. 


May 12th, Mr. King’s night. 
A comedy by O’Keefe (never acted here) called the 


Young Quaker ; or, the Fair American ; 
Young Sadboy.. . Mr. Hop@kKINSON. Lounge .... . Mr. WEsrt. 


Qld Sadboy . .. . ‘ RICHARDS. TWik  & aeew te. a ‘* DURANG. 
Chranicle . ... . ‘© PRIGMORE. Lady Rounceval. . . Mrs. MILLER. 
Capt. Ambush. . . . ‘* MARTIN. Dinab Primrose. . . ‘** HALLAM. 
Spatterdash . . . . ‘* KING. Araminta. . .. . ‘6 ~—HopGKINBon. 
Cléd sc ie. Ser ce a 3 6 HALLAM, Pink <a! «22 = lar at ‘6 POWNALL. 
Shadrach . . .. . ‘© HAMMOND. Judith. . . . . . ‘** HAMILTON. 
Malachi. . . .. . 66 WooLis. Mra. Millefleur . . . ‘* KENNA. 

° ‘ 
and Robinfon Crufoe. 


‘““'Tickets as ufual, and of Mr. King, Wall Street near 
Broadway.” 


16 
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May roth, Mr. Martin’s night. 
Never performed in America, a comedy written by Mrs. 
Cowley, called 
A Bold Stroke for a Hufband ; 


Don Julio . . . . . Mr. HopGKiInson. Victoria. . . . . . Mra. Witsow. 
Doo Vincentio. . . . ‘6 MARTIN. Olivia i oa te ‘4 HALLAM. 
Don Cuesar. . . . . £=‘** PRIGMORE. LGAQTE-<.. koe eS ‘6 KK ENNA. 
Don Carlos. . . . . ‘** KING Minette. ..... * =PowNaLn 
.~ Don Garcia... . ‘* HAMMOND. Marcella. . . . . . =‘*4 HaMILtoN. 
Gasper... . . . “ RicHARDS. Sancha. ... . . ‘ Long. 
Flora; or, Hob in the Well ; 
Hob... . . . . Mr. Hatta. | Roger. . . . . . Mr. Priamorg. 
Dick. . .. . . « £=‘** MARTIN. Flora. . . . . . Mra. Kenna. 


and a new pantomime, called 


Trick upon Trick ; or, Harlequin Shepherd. 
“¢ Tickets of Mr. Martin, No. 14, facing the Theatre.” 
May 234d, Mrs. King’s night. 
The Beggars’ Opera; 


Macheath . . . . . Mr, Kina. | Polly . . . . . . Mrs, PowwaL. 


and Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy (probably for the firft time) called 
The Midnight Hour. 


Marquis. . . . . . Mr. Hopexinson. Ambrose. . . . . Mr. West. 
General. . . . . . ‘f RICHARDS. Julia. . . . . © Mrs. Witson. 
Nicholas . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Flora. . .. . . ‘“* POWNALL 
Sebastian... . . ‘* MARTIN. Cicely. . . . . . “ Hamruron. 
Matthias . .. . . ‘“ HAMMOND. 

May 28th, Mrs. Long’s night. 

The Gamefter ; 

Beverly . . . . . . Mr. Hopaninson. | Lewsaon ... . . Mr. Hattam. 
Stukely. . . .- . - “ KING. Mrs. Beverly. . . . Mrs. MeLmorg. 
and Animal Magnetifm. 


Tickets of Mrs. Long, No. 39 Liberty Street. 


June 2d, Mr. Hallam’s night. 
The New Peerage ; 


Vandercrab.. . . Mr. HALLam. | Lady Charlotte. . . Mrs. MELMoTR. 
Charles... . . + ‘* HODGKINSON. Miss Harley . . . . ‘* Hanbam. 


The Poor Soldier ; 


Mr. HopGKINson. | Norah. . . . . |. Mre. Wrsown. 


Patrick e e e e e 
Kathleen. .... ‘$$ PowWNALL. 


Darby - «© «© © « «+ ‘* HALLAM, 


and Harlequin Collector. 
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June 4th, Mr. Prigmore’s night. 

A mufical, hiftorical play, in three aéts, for this night only, 
called The Patriot ; or, peed Afferted ; 

The Overture and Songs... . . . . By Mr. Hewitt. 
William Tell . . . . Mr. HopGKINson. | Provost... . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Melchdale . . . | . ‘* PRIGMORE. Ist Bowman . . . °* West. 
Edwald. . ... . “* Kina. Austrian Soldier . . ‘© HAMMOND. 
Grisler . . . . . . ‘** RiowARDS. Serena. .. . « Mrs. WILSON. 
Werner. . . . . . ‘“ HALLAM. Lucella . . . . . ‘“* KBNWNA. 
Lieutenant. . . . ‘© MARTIN. | Maringn . . . . . ‘* =MRLMOTH. 
The Guardians Outwiteds 

Obadiah Prim. . . . Mr. Priemorz. | AnnaLovely. . . . Mrs. HaLuam. 


and a pantomime, for this night only, called 
Nootka Sound. 


Capt. Douglas . . . . Mr. PrRiGMoreE. Don Gugman. . . . Mr. Kina. 

Sam Stern. . . . . ‘* ROBBINS. Don Frederick . . . ‘* MABTIN., 

Tom Grog . . . . . ‘** Woo.ts. Alknomook . . . . ‘* West. 

Lieutenant . ‘* BERGMAN. Wampumpoo. .. . ‘* MILLER. 
June 7th, Mr. Heard’s benefit. 


“Mr. Heard moft refpectfully informs the public in general, 
that a long feries of illnefs prevents him the happinefs of appear- 
ing before his friends—even on his benefit night. He therefore 
folicits that kind patronage which the Benevolent will ever fhew 
Infirmity, and which at prefent he cannot claim, except from 
long fervice and fincere gratitude.” 


The Rivals ; 


Bob Acres . . . . . Mr. HopGKiInson. | Lydia ae . . « Mrs. Haran. 
Capt. Absolute . . . ‘* HALLAM. | Julia. . - . « ‘* MEeLMoTH. 
Collins? Ode on the Passions . .. . . . By Mre. MeLmor#. 

and The Devil to Pay. 


June rith, Mrs. Wilfon, and Meffrs. Miller, Bernas and 
Durang’s benefit. 


The Patriot ; 


A comic opera, called Patrick in Pruffia; or, Love ina Camp ;— 
being the fecond part of the Poor Soldier ; 


Capt. Patrick . . . . Mr. Kine. Quis . .. . . . Mr. BEroman. 
Marshal pehepe)e . . ‘© ASHTON. Adjutant... oe ‘ HAMMOND. 
Rupert... , ‘* WooLLs. Mabel Flourish . - »« ‘*© Martin. 
Father Luke . . . . ‘* RiIcHARDS. Flora. . . . . . Mrs. Witson. 
Darby . ... . ** PRIGMORE. Norah. . . . . . ‘* POWNALL, 


and a ballet, called 


The Huntrefs ; or, T'ammany’s Frolics. 
Tammany .. . . . Mr. ASHTON. | Huntress. . . . . Mrs. Wruson. 


Dancers and Hunters—Messrs. DuranG, Miter, West, &c. 
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June 20th, Meffrs. Woolls’ and Richards’ night. 


Burgoyne’s comedy of 
The Heirefs; 


Clifford . . . . . . Mr. Hopexinson. | Prompt. . . . . . Mr. Woours. 

Sir Clement Flint . . ‘* Riosarps. Lady Emily . . . . Mrs. HaLLamM. 
Lord Gayville. . . . ' ** Martin. Misa Alacrip. . . . ‘* POWWNALL. 
Alscrip .. .. . . =‘? PRIGMORE. Miss Alten . . . . ‘** HoDGKINSON. 
Blandish . .. . . ‘* ASHTON. Mra. Blandish . . ‘ Mipper. 
Rightly... . . . ‘* Kina. Tiffany . .. . . ‘© WILSON. 
and No Song, No Supper. 


The season, which had been an unusually prosperous one, 
and remarkably prolific in new and important pieces, did not 
terminate until the 28th of June. 


CHAPTER X. 


John Street Theatre, 1794-5—-Ricketts’ Amphitheatre. 


ESSRS. Hallam and Hodgkinson, the new partners 

in the management of the Old American Company, 

reopened the theatre in John Street on the evening 
of December 15th, 1794 Harmony, however, did not prevail 
in their councils. Hodgkinson was exacting, monopolizing, 
and imperious in his actions and deportment. A conscious- 
ness of being the all-engrossing favorite of the public ren- 
dered him almost unbearable. Hallam, on the contrary, whose 
waning abilities had already been perceived by the public, 
was jealous and envious in the highest degree of his partner's 
more favorable position, and in an underhanded way frequently 
endeavored to lower him in public estimation. During the en- 
tire period of their connection, discord reigned supreme in the 
theatre. The company engaged for the season (from which 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Kenna, Mrs. Long, and 
Messrs. Heard, Hammond, Bisset and West had retired) con- 
sisted of Messrs. Hodgkinson, Hallam, King, Richards, Martin, 
Prigmore, Marriott, Munto, Ashton, Woolls, Carr, Hallam, Jr., 
Berwick, Durang, Nelson, Lee, Leonard, Miller, McKnight, 
Solomons, Humphreys, and Ryan (the prompter), with Mes- 
dames Melmoth, Pownall, Hodgkinson, Hallam, Marriott, 
Solomons, Wilson, Miller, Hamilton, King, and Durang, Mad- 
ame Gardie, and Misses Chaucer, Harding, and Solomons. 
Mr. Faulkner was still treasurer, and Mr. Hewitt leader of the 
orchestra, which was the best yet heard in New York. Per- 
formances were usually given only on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, though occasionally another evening was added. 
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The opera of “ Love in a Village” was presented on the open- 
ing night, with the first appearance in New York of Mr. Carr 
as Young Meadows, Mr. Munto as Eustace, and Mrs. Solomons 
as Lucinda; with the support of Hodgkinson as Hawthorn, 
Hallam as Hodge, Mrs. Hodgkinson as Rosetta, and Mrs. 
Pownall as Margery. In the after-piece of “The Liar,” Mr. 
Hodgkinson personated Young Wilding, and Miss Chaucer 
made her début as Miss Grantham. 

To the bottom of the bill was appended the following 
notice: 

“Box 8s. Pit 6s. Gallery 4s. 


“¢ Places in the Boxes may be taken of Mr. Faulkner every 
day at the Box Office, from Ten to Twelve A. M., and on the 
days of performance from Three to Five P. M., where alfo 
Tickets may be had, and at Mr. Gaine’s Book Store at the 
Bible, in Hanover Square. The doors will be opened a quarter 
after Five, and the curtain drawn up precifely a quarter after Six 
o’clock. 


“cx * Ladies and Gentlemen will pleafe to fend their fervants 
at 5 o'clock to keep places. Vivat Refpublica.” 


Mr. Munto, Mrs. Solomons and Miss Chaucer were nearly 
worthless additions to the company, and Mr. Benjamin Carr, 
whose voice was pleasing, and who had a competent knowledge 
of music, possessed no attractions as an actor, and was merely 
acceptable as a skillful singer. He soon left the stage, and 
became an eminent teacher of his art, principally in Phila- 
delphia, where he died in 1836. 


Dec. 17th, Venice Preferved. 
PICPTO ¢ oe Oe ce Mr. Marriotr (from Edinburgh, his first appearance.) 
Jaffer . . . ... Mr. HopGkInson. | Belvidera. . . . Mrs. MELMoTH. 


Mr. Marriott’s performance received little applause, and he 
soon subsided into a luwer range of parts. 


Dec. 19th. First night of a grand serious pantomime (music 
by Pellesier) entitled “Sophia of Brabant,” with the début in 
New York of Madame Gardie as the heroine, who was received 
with unbounded applause. The critics of the day pronounced 
her face, figure and action enchanting, and her appearance 
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and manners as prepossessing beyond any example on our 
stage. Madame Gardie was the wife of a musician in the 
orchestra, who was the son of a wealthy nobleman of Rochelle. 
He had been discarded by his father for his connection with 
the lady, who was an accomplished actress and vocalist, as 
well as a dancer and pantomimist. Seeking refuge in St. 
Domingo, they were obliged, on the insurrection of the blacks 
there, to fly to America, where, for a time, the wife’s exertions 
principally procured them a competent support. On the 
excision of the ballet establishment from the theatre, their 
resources became greatly reduced, and he resolved on return- 
ing to France, where his father was now willing to receive 
him, but his wife refused to accompany him, a separation 
being agreed on, but whether for a temporary period or in — 
perpetuity is unknown. This seems to have driven the 
wretched man to madness, and in his desperation he murdered 
the woman he appears to have adored, and killed himself. 
These events occurred in the year 1798, in a house situated 
on the corner of Pearl and Broad Streets. Dunlap gives many 
additional details, and describes Gardie as reserved and mel- 
ancholy, but of exemplary habits as a husband, a father and 
@ man. 


Dec. 22d, never acted here, Garrick’s alteration of Wycherly’s 
Country Wife, entitled 


The Country Girl. 


Moody . . . . . Mr.Honaxtnson. © Will . . . . . . Mre Miter. 

Sparkish . . .. . ‘* MARTIN. Peggy. . . . 6 » Mrs. HODGKINSON. 

Barourt . ... - ‘6 MAKRIOTT. Alithea . . 2. « ‘¢ ~ SULOMUNS, 

Belville. . . 2. . . ‘6 HALLAM, JR. wey: a? 65 te ee 1% ‘© POWNALL. 
Dec. 24th, The Carmelite ; 


with the firft performance here of Dibdin’s mufical farce, called 


The Quaker. 


Lubin . .... .- Mr. Ne.son (his first appearance.) 
Steady . . 2. . + Mr. Kina. Gillian. . . - « Mrs. Honakrnson. 
Easy... ..-. ‘* ASHTON. Floretta . . .. . ‘¢  SOLOMONS. 
Solomon . . . =. - ‘© HopGkINgon, Cecily: so a Ae oO ‘¢ MILLER. 


Dec. 26th. The School for Wives. A Sea Song by Mr. Solo- 
mons, his first appearance. Concluding with the first per- 
formance in New York of the still popular afterpiece written 
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by Morton, entitled The Children in the Wood. The accom- 
paniments and additional songs by Mr. Carr. The original 
music by Dr. Arnold. 


Walter . . . . . . Mr. Honexinson, ; Miss HARDING. 
Lord Alford . . .t . ‘** Carr. The Children. . - -j «&  Soromons. 
Sir Rowland . . . . * Makkrort., (Their first appearance. ] 

Apathy. . . . . . S NELSON, Lady Helen. . . . Mrs. SoLowons. 
Gabriel . 2. «© ©). .) Of MARTIN. Josephine. . . . . ‘Sf HODGKINSON. 
Oliver . 2. 1. . .) ])OU OLE. Winifred - 2. . . “ Haminton. 


It proved the most popular production of the season, and 
was repeated many times. Miss Harding was a ward of 
Hodgkinson, and at the time appeared an innocent, blue-eyed, 
lovely child. She became a pleasing actress in light char- 
acters, was afterwards known as Mrs. G. Marshall, and ulti- 
mately became Mrs. Clark—a popular personator of old 
women in the Boston and southern theatres. 


Jan. ft, 1795, The Rival Queens ; 


Alexander . . . . . Mr. HopGkINson. Roxana . . . . . Mrs. MeLMora. 
Lysemachus . . . . ‘* HALramM, JR. Statira. 2... 0. .  Marktorr. 
Clytus . . . . . « ‘§* MARRIOTT. Parisatis . . . . . Miss CHAUCER 
and Harlequin’s Animation ; or, Triumph of Mirth. 
Harlequin . . . . . Mr. Marrin. Gladiator. . . . . Mr. Kina. 
Clown... . . . “& Hopukingon. Mirth. . . . . Mrs, Soromona. 
Pantaloon . . . . .  ‘* ASHTON. Pantalina . . . . ‘* HamiLton. 
Lover. - . « . * Durang. Columbine . . . . Mad. Garvie. 


Mrs. Marriott, who personated Stalira, was a young and 
pretty woman, but, like her husband, of little value as an 
artist. 


Jan. 2d, The Country Girl ; 
and The Children in the Wood. 
In the latter, by request, Mrs. Melmoth appeared as Lady 
Helen, a character she retained to the end of the season. 
Jan. 7th, Never acted here, Cobb’s opera of 
The Haunted Tower ; 


Music by Storace. Accompaniments by Mr. PELLESIER. 


Lord William . . . . Mr. HopGkInson. Robert. . - . » Mr. NeExson. 
Baron of Oakland. . . ‘* KING. Lewis. . .. . . ‘“* BERWICK. 
Edward. . . . . © ‘* MARTIN. Lady Elinor. . . . Mrs. Powna tt. 
Charles. . «© «© ~© © “ Carr. Adela. . . . «. «© * HopGKINson. 
Hugo ... . . . ‘“* RICHARDS. Cicely. . . . . . ** SoLomons. 
De Courcy . . . . . ‘* Haram, JR. Maud... . . . ‘ HAMILTON. 
and The Midnight Hour. 


Marquis. . . . . . Mr. HALiam, Jr. Julia. . . . . |. Mrs. Magrriort. 
Nicholas . . . . . ‘** HaLLaM. Flora. . . . . . ‘© Powwnaun 
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January 14th. Macbeth was revived with unufual care, with 
Locke’s mufic, and new fcenery by Ciceri. Sele&tions of Scotch 
mufic, arranged by Mr. Carr, were given between the acts. 


Macbeth. . . . . . Mr. Hopaxinson. Fleance .. . . . Miss Harpina. 
Duncan. . . . . . ‘* RicHARDS. Apparition . . . . ‘* SOLOMOMNS. 
Macduff. . . . . . £‘** ‘Harram. Ist Assassin. . . ; Mr. Les. 
Malcolm <- d: «a “ear “SS MARTIN Hecate ... . . ‘* Woo.Lts. 
Donalbain . . . . . ‘* Mrrugr. Ist Witch . . . . Mrs. HaMILTON. 
Lenox ...... ‘* Kina. 2d Witch .. . . Mr. Newson. 
Seyward ... . . ‘*& Munro. 8d Witch. . . . . ‘* BERWICK. 
Seyton . ‘* ASHTON. Lady Macbeth . . . Mrs. MsLMorTH. 


The Witches’ Dance was led by Madame Gardie and Mr. 
Durang; and the whole strength of the company, principals 
included, was embodied in the vocal parts. 


January 26th, Holcroft’s comedy of Love’s Frailties.—(An- | 
nounced in the bills as the fineft prodution fince The School 
for Scandal.) 


Craig Campbell . . . Mr. Haram. Lady Fancourt . . . Mrs. HaLiamM. 
Muscadel . . . ) .) «| SS HODGKINSON. Lady Louisa. . . . ‘“ MARRIOTT. 
Sir Gregory Oldwort. . ‘S PrigMore. Pauling . . . . . ‘** HODGKINSON. 
Seymour - . . «  ** Marriott. Nanette . . . . . * POWNALL. 
James... S© MARTIN. Mrs. Wilkins. . . . ‘* MILier. 


__ February 16th, firft performance of Dunlap’s tragedy called 
Fontainville Abbey, taken from Mrs. RadclifPs Romance of the 
Foreft. 


Marquis. . . . . . Mr. Kina. ' Madame Lamotte . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Lamotte. . . . . . ‘** HopgKINBON. Adeline . . . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. 
Peter . . . . . .  ‘* RICHARDS. | 
It was favorably received, but its career was a short one. 
February 18th, Wild Oats ; 


and Prince Hoare’s farce of The Prize, with the admired mufic 
of Storace. 


Dr. Lenitive . . . . Mr. Hopaxinson. Juba... . . . Mr. Carr. 
Heartwell . . . . . ‘* Hatiam, JR. Mrs. Caddy . . . . Mrs. MILLER. 
Caidy . . . . . . ) § ABHTON. , Caroline . . . . . =‘ POWNALL. 
Label . . . . © Marrin. | 


“The Prize” has continued a favorite afterpiece until quite 
lately, and Harwood, Jefferson, Spiller, Placide, Browne, and 
Master Burke, have delighted in the character of the Doctor, 
while Caroline was no less a favorite with the general run of 
singing actresses. 

February 25th, never performed here, Cumberland’s comedy 


called The Jew; or, the Benevolent Hebrew ; 
Sheva... . . . Mr. HopeKinson. Saunders. . . . . Mr. ASHTON. 

Sir Stephen Bertram . ‘* RicHARDSs. Eliza Ratcliff. . . . Mra. HALLAM. 
Frederick Bertram . . ‘4 Fawcett. Mrs. Ratcliff. . . . ‘** HAMILTON. 
Charles Ratcliff . . . ‘© MARTIN. Dorcas... . « “ MILLER. 
Jabal . . . .. . =‘ HALLAM. Mrs. Goodison . . . Miss CHAUCER. 
and The Rival Candidates. 

Gen. Worry . . . . Mr. RicHarps. | Narcissa . . . . «. Mrs. Hopaxinson, 
Biron. lw - “* Cage. Jenny... ‘¢  POWNALL. 


“The Jew” was for forty years a popular play, and Sheva 
16 
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a character attempted by our most prominent comedians. 
Its last representative, that we remember, was Professor J. 
W. S. Hows, in 18385. 

Mr. Fawcett, who made his appearance as Frederick Ber- 
tram, was a young man who had opened in the tragedy of 
“ Mahomet” a few nights before. He possessed no distinguish- 


ing merit. 

March 2d, The Gameftter ; 
Beverly. . . . . . Mr. HopGKINSON. | Mrs. Beverly. . . . Mrs. Mre_worgs. 
Lewson. . . . . © MARRIOTT. Charlotte. . . . . ‘** $Maprrort. 
and the new Hine farce of The Purfe. 
Will Steady . . . . Mr. HopGKinson. | Theodore. . . . . Mr. Fawostr. 
Baron... . «. . ~ =‘** RICHAKDS. Page . . . . . . Miss Harpina. 
Edmund... - ** CARR, | Sally . . . . . . Mra. Hopg@krngon. 


Mr. and Mrs, Hodgkinson secured for this farce the same 
popularity in New York that Bannister and Mrs. Bland gained 
for it in London. 

March 9th. Mrs. Spencer made her first appearance in 
New York as Juliet, with slight success, She was more 
favorably received on the 13th, when she appeared as Lady 
_ Henrietta, in “How to Grow Rich.” On the latter evening 
Mrs. Hatton’s opera (so called) of “ America Discovered,” or 
“Tammany the Indian Chief,” reduced to two acts, was re- 
vived, with Hodgkinson as Tammany, Hallam as Columbus, 
and Mrs. Hodgkinson as Manana. 

March 16th, never performed here, Waldron’s comedy en- 


titled, Heigho for a Hufband ! 

Justice Rackrent . . . Mr. PRIGMORE. Maria. . . . . . Mra. Spencer. 
Timothy .. .. . ‘* HALLAM. Charlotte. . . . . ‘** Marriort. 
Frank . - « « §& MARTIN. Dorothy . . . . .« “ POWNALL 
Squire Edward . 2. Hatuam, Jk. Mrs. Millclack . . . ‘* Mirneer. 
Gen. Fairlove . . . . ‘Sf MARRIOTT. 

and The Highland Reel. 


March 20th, Every One Has His Fault ; 
and, firft time here, a grand ferious Pantomime, entitled 


La Forét Noire. 


La Terreur. . . . . Mr. HODGKINSON. Peasant . . . . . Mr. Woor.s. 
Geronte. . . . . . =‘ HALLAM. Adolphus. . . . . Miss Harprna. 
Lauridan .... . ‘* KING Lucille . .. . Mad. GarpIxg. 
Abbe. .. - © Martin. Confidunte . . . . Mrs. Hamizrox. 
March arf, George Barnwell ; 
George Barnwell . . . Mr. Martin. | Millwood . . Mrs. MaRrnriorr. 
and the farce of The Spoiled Child, written by Prince Hoare. 
ee nae - - « Miss Harpine. 
Old Pickle. . - Mr. PRIGMORE. ” Maria . 6 « «+ « « Miss Chaucer. 
Tag . . 6. «© «© « « ‘* MARTIN. Miss Pickle . . . . Mrs. HamiLroxz. 
John. «< s « » « « “* Deg. Susan. ... . . ‘% Wuison. 
Thomas... . . . ‘“* DUBANG. Margery . . . .- . ‘* Mauser. 
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This is the first cast found of this still favorite farce, by 
which it would seem that Miss Harding was the earliest rep- 
resentative here of the mischievous urchin, (originally played 
in London by Mrs. Jordan) and successfully followed by Miss 
Fontenelle, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Poe, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Barnes, 
Miss Clara Fisher, Miss Watson, Kate Bateman, and innumer- 
able others, none of whom, probably, have surpassed, if 
equaled, the excellence of Clara Fisher, now Mrs. Maeder. 


March 27h King Lear ; 
Lear. . . . Mr. Hatiam. Burgundy. . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Edgar .. . . . .  ‘* HODGKINSON. Gentleman Usher - « “ MARTIN. 
Edmand. . . . . . ‘** Hatta, Jr. Peasant... . . ‘* WooLts. 
Kent. . . . . . « ‘** PRIGMORE. Cordelia . . . . . Mrs. HALLamM. 
Gloster . . . . . . #£‘* RICHARDS. Regan. . . . . ©. ‘f MARRIOT? 
Albany . . . . . . =‘* Margrort. Gonerfl . . . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Cornwall .. . ‘¢ FAWCETT. Aranthe . . . . . Miss CHAUOER. 


and Murphy’s elegant petit-comedy, entitled 
Three Weeks After Marriage. 


Sir Charles Rackett . . Mr.Hop@xinson. | Lady Rackett . . . Mrs. Haram. 
Drugget. . . . . . ‘§* PRIGMORE. Mrs. Drugget. . . - ‘* MILLER. 
Lovelace . . . . |. ‘$f MARTIN. Nancy. . . . « « ‘* KING. 
Woodley. . . «© . . ‘* Kina. | Dimity. . . - « ‘* POWNALL. 
Still occasionally revived, and always with applause. 
April 1 sth, The Duenna ; 
Don Jerome. . . . Mr. RICHARDS. Isaac Mendoza . . . Mr. PRIGMORE. 
Ferdinand . . . . . ‘* HopdGKINSON. Lopez. . . . . . ‘S MARTIN. 
Carlos . .. - « ‘* NReLgon. Clara... . . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Antonio. . . . . . ‘* CARR, Louisa. . . . . . ‘* POWNALL. 
Father Paadl.. . * KING, Margaret. . . . ~. ‘°* MILLER. 
with the Bufy Body, reduced to two acts. 
Marplot. . . .« « « Mr. HALiam. Charles . . . . . Mr. Martin. 
Sir George Alrey . . . ‘* HALLAM, Jr. ' Miranda. . . . . Mrs. HaLLam. 
Sir Francis Gripe. . . ‘* PBIGMORE. , Patch. . . - . ‘** HAMILTON. 


April 2oth, Mr. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 
Never performed here, a celebrated comedy by Mrs. Cowley, 


called The School for Greybeards ; 
Don Henry. . . . . Mr. HopGkinson. | Antonia. . . . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Don Alexia. . . . . ‘* HALLAM, . | Seraphing . . . . “ HALLAM. 
Don Gaspar. . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE, Rachel . . 2. . « ** POWNALL. 
Don Octavio . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Viola. . . . «© . ** MARRIOTT. 
Don Sebastien. . . . ‘* HALLAM, Jr. Clara. . . . . . ‘* KING. 
Peter. . ‘* ASHTUN. Carlotta . . ‘* MILLER. 
Shelty’s Travele—Written by Dunlap, and related by Mr. Hopexingon. 
and No Song, No Supper. 
April 22d, Mr. Carr’s benefit. 
: The Highland Reel ; 
Shelty . . . . . . Mr. Hop@kinson. | Sandy... .. . Mr. Cane. 


Pantomimic Interlude entitled Poor Jack, with New Mufic, 
and an Overture compiled from Naval Melodies, by Mr. Carr. 


Poor Jack . . . . . Mr. DUuRANG. | Landlady. . . . . Mr. Lex. 
Ben Bobstay . . . . ‘* MUNTO. Orange Girl . . . . Mad. Gappig. 


and Children in the Wood. 
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April 24th, Mrs. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 


A comedy (never acted here) called Know Your Own Mind, 
“written by Mr. Murphy, and efteemed equal to any produétion 
of this century, The School for Scandal not excepted.” 


Dashwould. . . . . Mr.HopGKINson. Charles .. . . . Mr. Kina. 
Millamour . . . . ‘ Hatyam, Jr. Robert. . . . . . =“ Monro. 

Sir John Millamour - .  * RIcHABDS,. Lady Bell. . . . . Mrs. HopGgrnson. 
Bygrove. . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORB. Lady Jane . . . . ‘S MABBIUT®. 
Capt. Bygrove. . . . ‘* Fawogtt. Miss Neville. . . . ‘* Haram. 
Malvil ... - . ‘** Marriorz. Mrs. Bromley . . . ‘* HAMILTON. 
Sir Harry Lovewit . . “ Marrin. Madame Larouge . . ‘* PowNaLL. 


The comedy was brilliantly successful, and for many years 
retained great popularity; and it is remarkable that, notwith- 
standing its extraordinary merit, it has been so long left 
to sleep undisturbed, its last performance that we remember 
having been at the Park, in 1838, with Charles Mathews and 
Madame Vestris. 


April 27th, Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. 

Never acted here, Cumberland’s comedy of The Natural Son ; 
Sir Jeffrey Latimer . . Mr. Rriowarps. Dumps... . . Mr. PrigmMore. 
Blushen!l - . ‘Sf HopGKINSoN. David. . . . « SS ASHTON. 
Major O'Flaherty . - - . ** Kina. Lady Paragon . . . Mrs, Hatta. 
Jack Hastings. . . . ‘* Hana, Miss Phoebe Latimer . ‘* HawmItton. 
Rueful . ‘¢ Marriott. Penelope. . . . Miss CHavcer. 

‘Bippisley’s Soene of the Drunken Man... . By Mr. HALLAM. 
and Selima and Azor. 

May 2d, Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. 

Firft time in New York, Murphy’s aera of Zenobia. 
Rhadamistus . . . . Mr. HopGxinson. Zopiron . . Mr. ASBTON. 
Pharasmanes ... . “‘* Kina. Zenobia . . . . . Mrs. Metmwora. 
Teribazus . . . . . ‘* Fawosrr. Zelmira . . . . . ‘** Marriort 
Megistus. . . . . . ‘** RICHARDS. Ariadne . . . . . ‘$f Wrirson, 
Tigranes. . . ‘¢ MARRIOT. Irene . - « . . Miss Caavuces. 


May 6th, never performed here, Mrs. Cowley’s comedy, 
entitled Which is the Man? for the benefit of Mr. Hallam. 


Beauchamp. . . . . Mr. HODGKINSON. Lady Bell Bloomer. . Mrs. HALvamM. 
Lord Sparkle . . . . ‘* HaLuam, Jr. Sophy werciegen o. 4 HODGKINSON, 
Bobby Pendragon. . . ‘* HALLAM. Julia. . - » “* Marriorr, 
Fitzherbert. . . . . ‘* RrowaRps, Kitty. . . . . . “ POWNALL 
Belville. . . . . . ‘* MaBriIn. Clarinda. . . - ‘* HamILton. 
Tom ..... .. *f DuBpana. Mrs. Johnson . . . ‘* MILuER. 
and The Deferter. 
Skirmish . .. . - Mr. Haram. Louisa. . . . . . Mrs. Hopaxinson. 
Henry .. Ce HODGKINSON. Jenny... .. . ‘* POWMALL 
May 8th, Mrs. King’s benefit. 
e 
Richard 3d ; 
Richard . Mr. HopGkInson. | mibuone a. . Mr. Kina. 
“ Satan's Soliloquy tothe Sun” . . . . By ‘Mrs. MELMoTH. 


and, firft time here, a comed altered from the Country Laffes, 
and entitled The f arm Houfe. 


Modely . « « « « - Mr. Hariam, Jr. co ee - « « Mr. Woo.ss. 
Heartwell .« « « « ** Martin, Flora . . . . . ». Mrs, Kina, 
Freehold. « © e e « * Manaior®. Aura ...... “ Mapaiors. 


e 


a 2-9 fi 
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May rith, Mr. Martin’s benefit. 
Know Your Own Mind; 


Pantomimical Ballet . . . - . » By Madame Gazpiz, &c. 


and Edgar aid Emmeline. 
Edger ... . . . Mr. Hopoxineos. Emmeline. . . . . Mrs. Marprort. 
Plorimond . . . . . ‘* MaRgrIN. | Elina... . . . Miss Hagprne. 


Tickets of Mr. Martin, 197 Broadway. 

The bills had the announcement of “ Never performed 
here” appended to the farce, but it was advertised, and no 
doubt performed, in 1773. 


May 22d, Mrs. Marriott’s benefit. 
The Earl of Effex ; 

Interlude of ‘‘The Birdcatcher” . . . By Madame Gagpiz, Mr. Durana, &c. 
and a Farce written by Mrs. Marriott, called The Chimera. 
Lord Aberford . . « Mr. PRiamorg. | Miss Martin. . . . Mrs. HamtLron. 
Capt. Rupert . . . . ‘* MarRnrort. Matilda . . . . . ‘* Mapriore, 
Frolic . . . * MARTIN, | Dolly... . . ‘© Miruse. 

May asth, benefit of Mr. Hallam, in 
Firft time in America, a comedy written by Reynolds, entitled 
The Rage. 
Gingham .... . Mr. HopGkEINsog. Signor Cygnet . . . Mr, Martin. 
Darnley. . a * HALLAM. Ready . ~ « « ‘* MuNtTo. 
Hon. Mr. Savage - . . ‘© Hatta, Jr. Mra. Darnley. . . . Mrs, Me_Mora. 
Sir Paul Perpetual . . ‘* PRIGMORB. Hon. Mrs. Savage . . ‘* WILSON. 
Sir George genntne . . ‘ Marriorr. ClaraSedley. . . . ‘* Maggiore. 
Flush . . “ RIQHABDS. | 
May agth, benefit of Mr. Faulkner, Box Book-keeper. 
The Rage ; 


Jack in Diftrefs—with Madame Gardie ; 
and a new farce by O’Keefe, called 
Modern Antiques ; or, the Merry Mourners. 


Cockletop . . . . . Mr. Pricmong. Mrs.Cockletop . . . Mrs. HAMILTON, 
Frank . . .. ©. . ‘* MARTIN. Belinda . . ... MARRIOTT, 
Joey « « * & ~~ ** HALLAM. Mrs. Camomile . . . ‘* WILsON. 
Napkin. . . . . . ‘ ASHTON. | Nan... ... ‘© MILLER. 
Hearty . . - » ‘** Muwnto. / Flounce . . . . . “ KING. 
June ft, Mr. Fawcett’s benefit. 
The Critic, for the firft time this feafon ; 
3 
Pall 4-6 ee we Mr. HopGkIngon, Sneer. . . . Mr. FAWoeT?. 
Sir Fretfal . . . . . ‘* PRIGMORS. Prompter. . . . .» HUMPHREYS. 
Dangle -. . . - . . ‘“* KING. | Governor. . . . . Mr. WooLLs. 
Leicester » e« « « ‘** RICHARDS. Mrs. Dangle. . . . Mrs. HAMILTON. 
Raleigh . - « ‘© Munro. Tilberina. . . . . Mra, MILLER. 


Don Whiskerandos - « * Martin. Confidante . . . . ‘** Hamitton. 


Irifhman in nao 
Murtough Delany ... - . « Mr. RICHABDS. 


and Garrick’s felection from the Winter’ s Tale, entitled 
Florizel and Perdita. 


Plorisel . . . . - » Mr. Fawostt. Clown. . . . . ». Mr. Durana. 

Polixenes ... . ‘“* RIOHABDS. | Perdita . . . . . Mrs. Marriore. 

Antigonus . . . . ‘* Maragiort. Mopsa. . . . . « =‘ WILSON. 
- « « « * HopGgINSON. Dorcas. . .. . . ‘* MILLER 


Antolycus . 
Camillo : 


“ Monto. Shepherdess. . . . Mad. Ganmpiz. 
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June 3d, for the benefit of Mrs. Miller and Mifs Harding. 
Farquhar’s comedy of the Inconftant, altered and reduced to 
three acts, by Mr. Hodgkinfon. 


Young Mirabel. . . . Mr. HODGKINSON. Bravo. . . . . . Mr. ASHTON. 
Old Mirabel. . . . . ‘** PRIGMORE. Page . .. . . . Miss Hagpina. 
Duretete. . . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Bisarre . . . . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Dugard . . . . . . ‘* Fawcertr. Oriana . . . . . ‘* Marriott. 
Petit . we - ‘** Martin, Lamorse. . ‘WILSON. 
A Scene ee the Regifter Office, called The Authorefs ; 
Gulwell. . . Mr. ASHTON. | we Dog erel . . . Mrs. MILLER. 
" Melpomene Doggerel. . .. . Mise HARDING. 
and The Children in the ‘Wood. 


Tickets of Mrs. Miller, No. 4 Lumber Street, corner of 
Cedar Street. 


Lumber Street is now Trinity Place. 


June 5th, Mr. King’s benefit. 
He would be a Soldier ; 
Capt. Crevelt . . . . Mr. KING. | Harriet . . . . . Mrs. Kina. 


and the admired Paftoral of the Gentle Shepherd, as altered from 
the text of Allan Ramfay, for Drury Lane. 


Patie. . . . . . ©. Mr.Carr. Symon. ... . . Mr. NErson, 
Roger . .. . . . ‘* MARTIN. Peggy. . . . . . Mrs. PowNnai. 
Bauldy . - « +  “%* HODGKINSON. Jenny. . . . . . ‘** WHLson. 
Sir W. Worthy. - « «+ ‘© RICHARDS Mause a “a: Ta et ae SES Abe 
Glaud. ‘* PRIGMORE. Elspa. . «HAMILTON. 


Tickets of Mr. King, No. 35 Chapel Street (now College 
Place). 


June 18th, Benefit of Mr. Humphreys, and the diftreffed 
family of Mr. Ryan, Prompter. A comedy, called 


The Benevolent Merchant ; 
Freeport. . . . » Mr. HopGkInson, Tripwell . . . . . Mr. Munro. 


Lord Pralbridge » « »« ‘** MARTIN. Lady Alton . . . . Mra. MELMOTH. 
Sir William eeesiens . ‘“* RICHARDS. Amelia. . . . . . =‘** HALLAM. 

Spatter. . . . » © PRIGMORE. Molly. ~ . . ‘© POWNALL, 
Owen. . ... . . ‘* WOoLs. Mrs. Goodman . . . ** HaMILton. 
and The Critic. 


Tickets of Mr. Humphreys, No. 4 Barley Street, now Duane 
Street. 


The “Benevolent Merchant” was a comedy of the elder 
Colman’s, and was played originally at Drury Lane, under the 
name of “The English Merchant.” 


June 23d, benefit of Mrs. Marriott, in confequence of her 
previous attempt proving a failure. 
A new comedy in two acts, entitled Try Again! 


Sidney . . . . . |. Mr. MARTIN. La Fourbe. . . . . Mr. Prraworr. 

Du Chesne. . . . . ‘** MARRIOTT. Lauretta . . . . . Mra. Margiors. 

Antoine. . . . . . ‘** BARWICK. Rosalie. . . . . . ‘* HALLAM, 

Picard . . ‘© MUNTO. Marinette. . . “MILLER. 
A grand (eros Pantomime, called Tyranny Suppreffed ; 


Capt. Douglass. - .« «© Mr. Priavors. | Mrs. Douglas . . . Mrs. MARRiorf.. 
Terizabes . - « » * Martin, Mellamor . . « « « Mad. GaRpig, 
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and No Song, No Supper. 
June 25th, Mr. and Mrs. King’s benefit. 


The Young Quaker, and a mufical piece in two ads, with 
new fcenery, &c., called 
The Demolition of the Bastile, or Liberty Triumphant. 


Mons. Mereau de St. Merry (with Marseilles Hymn) . . . Mr. Hop@xinson. 
La Braint . ... . Mr. HALLAM. Leontine. . .. . Mr. Martin. 
Henry Dubois. . . . ‘“* Kina. | Sophia. . ... . Mrs. WILSON. 
DeLany. .... . “ Fawogrtt. Matilda . ... . POWNALL. 


June 27th. Last night of the season, which ended the en- 

gagements of Mesdames Pownall, Marriott, Miller, Hamilton, 
and Wilson; and Messrs. Richards, Martin, Marriott, Carr, 
Fawcett, Nelson, Berwick, and others. Several of the gentle- 
men re-appeared ; of the ladies, we believe, none,—Mrs. Pownall 
being the only one of whose after-life we have any knowl- 
edge. She went South, and died at Charleston in the ensuing 
year. . 
During the past season a circus, bearing the designation of 
the New Amphitheatre, under the direction of Mr. Ricketts, a 
skillful equestrian, was in successful operation in the lower 
part of Greenwich Street. Admission to the Boxes, $1. 
Pit, 50 cts. 


CHAPTER Xi. 


John Street Theatre, 1796. 


: URING the fall of 1795, the yellow fever pre- 
me 4£»vailed with great violence in New York, causing 732 
a, deaths in a population of less than 50,000. The 
thickly-settled area of the city then occupied but a small 
portion of its now incorporated limits. On the east side of 
the town, above Peck Slip, Water Street and Cherry Street 
skirted the margin of the river. Division Street was in part 
‘built on as far as Jefferson Street, but the houses were few 
and scattering in the neighborhood of Market and Pike Streets 
—then George Street and Charlotte Street. Houses faced 
the Bowery as far north as Grand Street, but Broadway was 
unoccupied above Leonard Street. Greenwich Street was 
partially built up to Laight Street, and at that point was the 
most westerly street in the city. 

At this period, when New York was deserted by most of its 
inhabitants, and those who remained were clothed in mourn- 
ing, Messrs. Hallam and Hodgkinson visited Boston with 
their company, and the theatrical season here did not com- 
mence until the evening of Wednesday, February 10th, 1796, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Tyler, Mr. Jefferson 
and Mrs. Brett made their first appearance in New York. An 
opening address, written by Mr. Milne,' was delivered by Mr. 
Hodgkinson, but was not announced in the bill, of which the 
following is a fac-simile: 


1 Mr. Milne was an English teacher of elocution residing in the city, a man of taste and literary 
culture, and on terms of close intimacy with Mr. Hodgkinson. 
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NEW-YORK, February 9, 1796. 


THEATRE. 


The Public are refpeétfully informed, The Entertainments for the 
Seafon will commence on Wepnespay, February 1oth, 


with the celebrated COM EDYY of the 


Provok’d Hufband, 
Or, A Journey to London. 


Lord Townly, Mr. H ALLLA M, 
Sir Francis Wronghead, Brom England, Mr. JOHNSON, 


his frfe Appearance, 
Squire Richard, Mr. JEFFERSON, 


From England, 


his frft Appearance, 


John Moody, Mr. PRIGMORE, 
Count Baffet, Mr. H ALLA M, jun. 
Poundage, Mr WOOLLS, 
Conftable, Mr. LEE, 
James, Mr. LEONARD, 
William, | Mr. DURANG, 
And, Manly, { re te ae. \ Mr. TYLER. 
Lady Grace, (Her fir Appearance) Mrs. TYLER, 
Lady Wronghead, Pei aes Mrs. BR ET T, 
Mifs Jenny, Mrs. HALLAM, 
Myrtilla, Mr. M U N T O, 
Trufty, Mrs. DURANG, 
And, Lady Townly, (Her frst Appearance) Mrs. JOHNSON 
To which will be added, the FARCE of the 


SPOIL’D CHILD. 


Little Pickle, Mis HARDING, 
Old Pickle, Mr PRIGMORE, 
John, Mr. LE E, 
Thomas, Mr. DURANG, 

And, Tagg, Mr. JEFFERSON, 
Maria, Ms. MUNTO, 
Sufan, Mrs. DURAN G, 

And, Mifs Pickle, Mrs BRETT. | 

Nights of Performance this Week, are Wepnespay, Fripay, and 
SATURDAY. 


N. B. A Report having been circulated, that no Number of 
Places lefs than a whole Box could be taken, the Manacers beg Leave 
to inform Ladies and Gentlemen, there is no fuch Rule exifting. 


PLACES in the BOXES may be taken of Mr. Fau/kner at the Box- 
Office, from Zen to Twelve, A. M. and onthe Days of Perform- 
ance, from Three to Five, P. M. where alfo Tickets may be had, 
and at Mr. Gaine’s Book-Store, at the Bible, in Pear/-Street. 

The Doors will be opened a Quarter after Five, and the Curtain 
drawn up a Quarter after Six o’Clock. Vivat Refpublica, 


17 
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An “N.B.” attached to the newspaper advertisement, in- 
formed the public that “the house had been newly orna- 
mented and thoroughly aired.” 

So valuable an addition to the company had not before been 
made in a body, for most of them were not only creditable to 
the stage professionally, but personally. 

John Johnson was a most respectable man, and a creditable 
actor in the first line of old men. He had played with success 
"in London, and in New York was long a favorite. He died at 
the age of 60, while attached to the Park Theatre, October 
25th, 1819, leaving a widow and one daughter, afterwards Mrs. 
Hilson, long the pride and ornament of the New York stage. 
His wife, whose début proved a signal triumph, was a daughter 
of Major Ford, of the British army, and had been, as she was 
again a few years later, a successful actress at Covent Garden. 
Tall and elegant in her person, refined in her manners, highly 
cultivated in her mind, exquisitely tasteful in costume, and 
with singular ease and gracefulness of carriage, she particu- 
larly excelled in the delineation of the fashionable, high-bred 
lady; yet her tragic merit was so great that she was not un- 
frequently styled the Siddons of America. Respected and 
admired, both as a woman and an actress, her visit to Eng- 
land in 1306, which was extended through a period of ten 
years, was a source of great regret to all American play-goers. 
She subsequently returned here, and died in the arms of her 
beloved and most worthy daughter, at Whitestone, L. L, June 
16th, 1830, aged about sixty years. 

Joseph Tyler, who made his first appearance as Manly, was 
a fine-looking man, of dignified and gentlemanly manners. 
In serious elderly characters, requiring an aristocratic bearing, 
he bore away the palm from all competitors; and, possessing 
a voice of rare excellence, he was intrusted with many im- 
portant singing parts, and in these, after Hodgkinson’s seces- 
sion, he had no rival. He also died in New York, of disease 
of the heart, at the ripe age of 72, on the 26th of January, 
1823, having appeared the previous night as General Wash- 
ington, in the “Glory of Columbia.” In early life he is said 
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to have been a barber’s apprentice, and in later years he was 
the popular host of a summer resort in New York, known as 
Washington Garden. 

Mr. Joseph Jefferson soon became a favorite of the first 
importance. He was the son of an eminent English actor 
and manager, and was born in Plymouth, England, in 1774. 
He remained in New York until 1803, when he removed to 
Philadelphia, and was permanently engaged in that city for 
a period of twenty-seven years, and during the whole time 
was justly considered as one of the brightest ornaments 
of the stage, occasionally during that period giving New 
Yorkers a brief opportunity of witnessing his delightful and 
irresistible delineations. Mr. Jefferson’s last engagement 
here was at the Chatham Garden Theatre, where he opened 
on the 22d of July, 1824, as Solus and Fixture. On the 5th 
of August in that year, for his benefit, he appeared as Sir 
Benjamin Dove, in the “Brothers,” and Sancho, in “ Lovers’ 
Quarrels,” being the last characters he personated on the 
New York stage. 

Owing to the great depression of theatricals in Philadel- 
phia, in 1830, he left that city and sought other situations ; 
but newer actors, not better ones, were absorbing what little 
attention was given to the drama, and wearied with disap- 
pointment and oppressed with grief at the rapidly succeeding 
deaths of his wife and three children, his health finally gave 
way, and sinking under an accumulated load of sorrows, he 
died at Harrisburg, Pa. August 6th, 1832, aged fifty-eight 
years. 

Though tall and slender, he was well formed, with a hand- 
some face and pleasing, gentlemanly manners. In low or 
eccentric comedy he has been rarely equaled, yet his excel- 
lence in other lines was very great. Speaking of his Farmer 
Ashfield in “Speed the Plough,” an eminent critic remarked 
“that no man possessed such happy requisites for exhibiting 
the character in the true colors of nature as Mr. Jefferson. 
In the rustic deportment and dialect, in the artless effusions 
of benignity and undisguised truth, and in those masterly 
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"strokes of pathos and simplicity with which the author has 
finished the inimitable picture, Mr. Jefferson showed uniform 
excellence; and asin the humorous parts his comic powers 
produced their customary effect, so in the serious overflow- 
ings of the honest farmer’s nature—the mellow, deep, impress- 
ive tones of the actor's voice vibrated to the heart and pro- 
duced the most intense and exquisite sensations. 

Mr. Wemyss truly says of him, “that he was the model of 
what a gentleman should be—a kind husband, an affectionate 
father, a warm friend, and a truly honest man.” 

By his wife, formerly Miss Fortune of New York, whom he 
married in 1200, he had a large family of children, of whom 
his daughter Elizabeth, (successively Mrs. S. Chapman, Mrs. 
Richardson and Mrs. C. B. Fisher) is well known here as the 
pre-eminent favorite of the Park Theatre during the season 
of 1834-5. His daughter Jane, (Mrs. Anderson) and his sons, 
John and Thomas, all died in the bloom and freshness of 
youth ere the promise of their talent was fully developed. 
His son Joseph (who married Mrs. Burke, the sweetest uncul- 
tivated warbler New York has ever known) became a very 
excellent actor in “old men,’ and died in Mobile in 1842, 
also leaving a son of the same name, who during the run of 
“The American Cousin” in 1858, in the character of Asa 
Trenchard won a fame that has carried him with success over 
nearly every corner of the globe where the English language 
is spoken. Two other daughters, Mrs. Wright (formerly Mrs. 
Ingersoll) and Mrs. McKenzie, have been on the stage with- 
out attracting much attention. 

Mrs. Brett was the mother of Mrs. Hodgkinson, and 
a creditable actress of old women and coarse chamber- 
maids. She retired from the stage on the death of her 
daughters in 1803. 

Mrs. Tyler added to the numbers rather than the strength 
of the company, but: was occasionally useful. 

These performers had all made their American débud at 
Boston, when the old American company occupied the Fed- 
eral Street Theatre there, in the fall of 1795. 
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Feb. r2th, Inkle and Yarico; 
Inkle . 2. 2. 2 « Mr. TYLER. Sir Christopher . . . Mr. Kina. 
Tradge. ss © *¢ HopGKINSON, Wowski. . . ... Mrs. HopGKINSON. 
Medium . . ww. s¢ JOHNSON. Patty? <c- e-4- 3 &. “Brett. 
NARICO. fe Oss Se! ee ee 8 {her first appearance in New York]. . . Miss Broapaurst. 
Narcissa 2. 1 1 ee els {her first uppearance on any stage). . . ‘‘ A. Brerr. 
and) The Guardian. 
Heartly . ... . Mr. Hata. | Harriet. . . . . . Mrs, HaLiam. 
Youde Clackett . . ‘6 JEFFERSON. GUCY i ee et eS ‘« Brett. 


Miss Broadhurst came to America with Wignell’s great 
company in 1794, and had already appeared at Annapolis and 
Philadelphia. Dunlap represents her as an amiable and 
genteel young lady, with science and fine quality of voice as 
@ musician, but neither personal beauty nor skill ‘as an actress 
to recommend her. The Thespian Dictionary says that “she 
made her début at Covent Garden as Polly, in 1791, evincing 
that artless simplicity which is the charm of youth; possess- 
ing a good figure, pleasing face, and a voice clear, sweet and 
of great compass, and that she married and settled in Amer- 
ica.” 

Miss Arabella Brett was the youngest sister of Mrs. Hodg- 
kinson, and had as yet scarcely passed beyond the bounds of 
childhood. As a singer she had many requisites of excel- 
lence, and was soon an acknowleged favorite; as an actress 
she was rapidly improving when she was seized with con- 
sumption and hurried to an early grave in September, 1803, 
a few days before the death of Mrs. Hodgkinson. 

On Saturday, February 13th, Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland made 
their first appearance in the tragedy of “ Mahomet,” in the 
characters of Zaphna, and Palmyra. Dunlap says they were 
genteel and useful performers, young and handsome, but in 
talent not above mediocrity. They were in New York but a 
single season. 


Feb. 15th, The Surrender of Calais ; 
Eustace St. Pierre . . Mr. HopG@KINSON. | peo Philippa . . . Mrs. Tyrer. 
LaGloire. . . . . (6 JEFFERSON. Cb. Palin oc a 6 we « (¢ JOHNSON. 
O'Carrol . . 2 ‘¢ TYLER. Wadeibe - + « . “ HopG@KINSON. 
and The Midnight Hour. 
Marquis . . . . . Mr. Tyrer. | Julia... . l,l.) Mrs. CLEVELAND, 
Sebastien. . 2. . ‘6 JEFFERSON. PRY Sg ae me er ‘* Hop@gInson. 

Feb. 17th, The Earl of Effex ; | 

Queen Elizabeth . . (Her first appearance this season) . . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
and the opera of Rofina. 
With new orchestral accompaniments by Mr. PELLESIER. 

Belville. 2. . 2. 1. Mr. TYLer. osin@ . . . ee Miss BRoaDHURST. 
Rustic . 2. . 1. 1 ‘¢ JOHNSON. Phoebe. ... . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 


William. . . ow. ‘6 JEFFERSON. Dorcas ....-. ‘¢ 6 Brerr. 
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It will be perceived that Mrs. Hodgkinson was the suc- 
cessor of Mrs. Pownall in some of her most favorite characters. 

Monsieur Victor Pellesier, who arranged much of the 
music for the theatre, was a performer on the horn in the 
orchestra—a short old gentleman, and so near sighted as to 
be nearly blind, yet apparently always cheerful and happy. 
He composed the music for Dunlap’s opera of “Sterne’s 
Maria,” and several other pieces. 


Feb. rgth, Pil Tell You What! 
Sir Harry Harmless . . Mr. JEFFERSON. | Mrs. Euston. . . . Mrs. JoHNson. 
and, The Children in the Wood. 


The Children by Miss HarpIN@ and Master STOCKWELL. 


Little Stockwell had made his début the previous season 
during the latter part of the run of this piece, and for several 
years after was kept constantly employed in the most promi- 
nent of children’s characters) He will perhaps be more 
memorable as the stepfather of the beautiful Mrs. George 
Barrett, whose mother (Mrs. Catherine Henry) he married in 
Boston in 1810, and who, in the days of her girlhood, was 
known as Miss Stockwell. 

Feb. 22d, By particular defire, 

The School for Soldiers; or, the Deferter ; 


Major Bellamy . . . Mr. Hopakinson. , Frederick. . . . . Mr. Woo.rs. 
Bellamy. »~ . » * FARALLAM, Jr. He:tor. . . . . ‘ JOHNSON. 
Capt. Valentine . . .  “ CLEVELAND. _ Mra. Mildmay . » « Mrs, TYLer. 
Col. Valentine . . ‘© PRIGMORE. | Clara. . ‘CLEVELAND. 
The Merry Girl; or, the Two Philofophers ; ; 
The Philosophers. - Meysrs. DURANG and JEFFERSON. 

The Merry Girl . . . (Her firs: appearance this season) . . . Mad. Garprs. 

and The Purfe. 


Feb. 24th, never performed here, Holcroft’s comedy of 
The Deferted Daughter ; 


Cheverill . . . . . Mr. Hopaktngon. Donald .. . . . Mr. JOBNBON. 
Mordent . . . . . ‘* TYLER. Lady Apo .. . , Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Item ..... . ‘* PRIGMORE, Joana... . . » JoHNSON, 
Clement... . «©. ‘* CLEVELAND. Sarsnet . - »« « ‘*§ HopeKinson. 
Grime . .. . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Mrs. Enfield . ¢ 2° * Beer, 
Lenox ..... . * KING. Betty . . . . . “ KINe, 

and The Agreeable Surprife. 

Lingo . . . . - . Mr. Hopkinson. Mra. Chesshire . . . Mr. Leg! 

Sir Felix pias! - «  ‘ JOHNSON. Laura. . . . . . Miss Broaparree, 
Eugene. . . “ TyvEs. Cowslip . . . . . Mrs. Hopakinson. 


The farce was changed to “the Padlock” (Miss Broadhurst 
being indisposed), with Tyler as Leander, and Hallam in his 
ever favorite part of Mungo. 


Ce 


ae ee 
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Feb.26th. “Robin Hood,” with Miss Broadhurst as Angelica ; 
and “The Irish Widow,” with Mrs. Johnson as Mistress Brady. 

Feb. 27th. “A Bold Stroke for a Husband,” with Jefferson 
as Don Vincentio, and Mrs. Hodgkinson as Minette (vice Mrs. 
Pownall) ; and “ Don Juan,” with Mad. Gardie as Donna Anna. 

Feb. 29th. “The Carmelite;” and “The American Captive ;” 
(altered from “The Sultan”) Rozalana, Mrs. Hodgkinson ; 
Ismena, Miss Broadhurst. 


March 3 performance by a French troupe. 
ygmalion; a Lyric Scene of J. J. Rouffeau ; 

Pygmalion . . Mr. Van | Gatatée Mrs. VAL. 

‘The Two Huntfmen and the Milkmaid”’—a grand comic 
pantomime dance, compofed by Mons. Francifquy and executed 
by Meffieurs Francifquy, Dubois, Val and Madame Val. 

And the ** Cooper,” a grand pantomime dance, by the fame; 
concluding with a Triple Allemande by Madame Gardie, Mad- 
ame Val and Mons. Francifquy. 


They reappeared on several occasions, but never after with- 
out the support of the regular company. 


March 14th, firft time in New York, Cumberland’s long- 
admired comedy of The Wheel of Fortune ; 


Penrnddock Mr. Hopaxinson. ! Sydenham ; Mr. TYLer 
Governor Tempest ‘¢ PRIGMORE. Lawyer Weazle . (¢ JOHNSON 
Sir David Daw ‘¢ JEPFERSON. Mrs. Woodville . Mrs. TYLER. ° 
Woodville. . . ‘6 KING. Emily Tempest . ‘¢ JOHNSON. 
Henry Woodville ‘© CLEVELAND. Dame Dunockley. ‘¢ Bret? 
with The Spoiled Child. 

Hodgkinson was not specially adapted to the character of 


Penruddock, but a few years later Cooper appeared in it with 
unbounded applause, and rendered the play extremely popu- 
lar. Its last revival was at Wallack’s in 1854. 

March 11th, The Young Quaker ; and No Song, No Supper. 


Robin. Mr. HopGKINSON. Margaretta . Mrs. HoDGEINSON. 
Eadless . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Dorothy . Miss BRoADHURST. 
Frederick . - »« »« “* Tuer. Nelly . : Mrs. Brett. 
March 14th, The School for Scandal; and The Quaker. 
Steady... . Mr. TYLER. | Floretta Miss BRoapu#oagst. 


March 16th, The Deferter’s Daughter ; and, firft time here, 
Dibdin’s burletta of Poor Vulcan; or, Gods upon Earth. 


Vulcan Alias Crump, the Blacksmith Mr. HopGKkINson. 
Mars... ‘. Pike, the Sergeant .. “KING. 
Mercury . ‘« Drug, the Apothecary Mrs. Munto. 
Adonis ‘¢ Joe, the Shepherd . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Apollo. ‘* Wiseman, the Attorney ‘6 DURANG. 
Bacchus . ‘* Gauge, the Exciseman. ‘6 LEE. 

Jupiter ‘* Stud, the Sportsman . - ‘** TYLER. 
Venus. ‘* Maudlin, the Landlady . Miss BRoapacret. 


One of the ‘Graces 


Grace, the Barmaid 


- Mrs. HopGKINSON. 
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March 18th, Know your own Mind. 


Millamour. . . . . Mr. Haram. Lady Bell. . . . . Mrs. HoDGEINSON. 
Dashwould . . . . ‘* HopGKINSON. Lady Jane . . . . Miss BroaDHOURsT. 
Malvil . - + §* CLEVELAND. Miss Neville. . . . Mrs, CLEVELAND. 
Sir Harry Lovewit ee, © “Ty beR. Mrs. Bromley . . . °* BRETT. 
Charles. . . « © JEFFERSON. Mad. Lurouge . . . Mad.Garpir. 

Mr. and Mrs. VAL, in the ballet of The Cooper. 
and No Song, No Supper. 


In the comedy the fascinating Madame Gardie played the 
amusing but odious character of Madame Larouge, in broken 
English. 

March 26th. “Jane Shore,” with Mrs. Johnson as the heroine, 
and Mrs. Melmoth as Alicia ; with a new pastoral pantomime, 
called “The Whims of Galatea; or, the Power of Love;” with 
new scenery painted by Mr. Jefferson. 


Damon. . . . . © Mr. FRANCISQUY. Cupid. . . . . «. Mast. StocKWeELi. 
Dorilas. . . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON, Sylvia. . . . . . Mra, CLEVELAND. 
Alexis . . . 2’. . ‘** DURANG, Laura. . . . .) ||US) OMUNtT oO 
Strephon . . . . . ‘* Munto. Phillida . . . . ‘¢  -DuRANG. 
Palemon . . . . . ‘* LEONARD. Phillis. . . . . . Miss A. Brett. 
Damacteus. . . ‘* MoKnNicat. Galatea . . . . . Mad. GaRpieg. 

March 28th, The Haunted Tower. 
Lord eee « «2 -e Mro Ter. Lady Elinor. . . . Miss Broapacrsrt. 
Edward =. » ». « ** JEFFERSON, Adela. . . . . «|. Mrs, HONGRKINSON, 
Lewis . .. . . . ‘* JOHNBON, Cecily. . . . . . Misa A. BRErr. 
and The Liar. 

Papillion . . . . . Mr. JEFPERSON. 


March 3oth, firft time in - New York, Colman’s celebrated 
mufical play of The Mountaineers ; or, Love and Madness ; : 


Count Virolet . . (his first appearance onthe stage) . . Mr. Hoge. 
Octavian . . . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Bulchazin Muley . . Mr. TYLER 
Kilmallockk . . . . ‘“* KING. Sadi ok) sa . “ JEFFERSON, 
Roque .... . . ‘“ JOHNSON. Floranthe. . . . . Mra, CLEVELAND. 
Tope Tocho . . . . ‘* HALiaM. Agnes. . . . . 4 £‘* WHop@g&INSON. 
Ganem.... . . °* CLEVELAND. Zorayda . .. . . ‘** JOHNSON. 
and The Irifh Widow. 


Hodgkinson made a decided impression in Octavian, but 
the most applauded portions of the play were in the hands of 
Jefferson and Mrs. Hodgkinson. The piece was popular for 
many years, and Octavian long a favorite character with Mr. 
Cooper, but the elder Booth has probably excelled in it every 
actor known to the American stage. It has not of late years 
been brought forward. 

John Hogg who made his début in Virolet was so unsuc- 
cessful that he did not again appear this season. He gained 
but little favor from the audience, until several years later, 
when he made his mark in the line of honest, blunt, bluff old 
countrymen and other comic parts, in some of which he had 
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points of rare excellence. He, as well as Mr. Tyler, was at 
one period the host of a popular place of resort in the city, 
and his friends delighted to designate him as “honest old 
Hogg.” He died in New York, February 14th, 1813, aged 43. 


April 8th, The Mountaineers; and, for the firft. time here, 
Garrick’s farce entitled Bon Ton. 


Prologue ....... .. « « . . By Mr. HALLAM. 
SirJohn Trotly . . . Mr. Priamorr. Davy... . . . Mr. JEPPRRSON. 
Lord Minikin . . . . ‘* CLEVELAND. Lady ere . . « Mra. CLEVELAND. 
Col. Tivey. . . . . ‘“* Kuna. Miss Tittup - » »« JOHNSON, 
Jeasamy - « « . * Hata, Jr. Gimp... - * MuNto. 


Popular as this farce was for many years, it has long been 
totally forgotten. 


April r1th, The Maid of the Mill. 
Lord Aimworth . . . Mr. Tyizr. Lady Sycamore. . . Mrs. Brett. 
Giles - « « « « § HoOpaxrnson. | Fanny. .. . =. . =‘* HODGKINSON. 
Fairfield - « « « « *f JORNBON. Patty . . . . . . Miss Broapuurst. 


April 18th, firft time on any ftage, Dunlap’s (fo-called) opera 
of The Archers; or, the Mountaineers of Switzerland,—with 
original mufic by Mr. Carr. 


William Tell . . . . Mr. Hopa@ernson. Lieutenant. . . Mr. JEPPERSON. 
Walter Furst... . ‘* JOHNSON. Conrad... . . ‘“ HALLAM. 
Werner. . . . * HALnam, Jr. Tell’s Son. - Miss HaRpINa. 
Arnold Melcthal . - « . * TYLER. Portia (Tell’s Wife) . - Mrs. Mevmora. 
Duke iti - . - * Kina. Rodolpha. . . . . Miss Broapnorst. 
Gesler . ° ‘¢ CLEVELAND. Cecily. . .. Mrs. HopakINson. 


The new play which was:-not without merit, w was very favor- 
ably received by the press and the public. 


April 2rft, Madame Val’s benefit. Children in the Wood ; 
and a new ballet pantomime, called Rural Waggifh Times. 


April 22d, The Archers, 


and The Critic. 

Puf .. . . . . Mr. Hopexrmeson. Mrs. Dangle. . . . Mrs. CLEVELAND. 
Deer . a a ‘¢ CLEVELAND. | Tilberina. . ... ‘6 HODGKINSON. 
Don Ferolo . 66 JEFFERSON. Con fidante ; ‘“ BRETr. 


Italian Singers . Mr. Trigg, Miss BRoapuurRst and "Miss A. Bret. 


April 25th, Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. Romeo and Juliet ; 


Romeo... . . . Mr. Hopoxinson. Peter... . . . Mr. JFPPERSON. 
Mercutio . . . . . ‘** HALLAM. Juliet . - . © Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Friar Lawrence . . . ‘* Tye. Lady Capulet ; . ‘ TYLER. 
Prince . «| ce, Ge “ Hazay, Jr. Nurse. - . . =‘ Breve. 
and Three Weeks After Marriage. 
Sir Charles caniaees . . Mr. HopaKkInson. | Lady Rackett . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Druggett . . . © JOHNSON. Mrs. Druggett . . . ‘* Brett. 
April arth, Mrs. Cleveland’s benefit. 


The Roman Father ; ; and, never acted here, The Sicilian Ro- 
mance ;—Cafts not given. 


May 4th, Mifs Broadhurft’s benefit. The School for Greybeards ; 


and, firft time here, a musical romance, entitled The Prifoner. 


Marcus. . . . . . Mr. Hopaxrnson. Lewis. . . . . . Mr. JOHNSON. 
Bernardo © ow we te SS DYER, Clara. . . . -. © Miss Braoapuurst, 
Pasqual. . .. . . “* KINa. Nina... .. . =‘ A. Brerr. 
Robert... . . . =“ JEpyrRBsoN. Theresa . . . . . Mrs. Munro. 
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Fir tn 6th, Mrs. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 

Kirt time in New York, Reynolds’ comedy of Speculation. 
Tanjore. . - « « Mr. HopGaInson. Project ... . Mr. JoHNsoOs. 
Ald. Arable. . . . . ‘* PRIGMORB. | Meanwell. . . . . ‘“* Umer. 
Capt. Arable . . . . ‘ Tytmr. Lady Project. . . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 


Jack Arable . . . . ‘* JEPFRRSON. | Cecilia. . . . . . ‘f HALLAM, 
Sir Felix Faintly. . . ‘* CuRBvELAND, Emmeline. . . . . ‘* JouNsom. 


Mr. Hodgkinson sung his favorite new “Bow-wow” song. 
“Speculation” lived about twenty years, and will probably 
never be raised from the dead. 


May gth, Mrs. Brett’s benefit. Never performed here, Rey- 
nolds’ Usa of Charlotte and Werter. 


Werter . . . . . « Mr. HopGgINson., Leothrop. . . . . Mr. Jonson. 
Sebastian . . . . « ‘** CLEVELAND. sharlotte. . . « . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Albert... . . . ‘“ HLALuam. LOUPas 6 «6 & «© ~ ‘“ Muyro. 
and Slaves in Algiers. 


May rith, Mr. Woolls’ benefit. ‘The Mountaineers ; and, 
never performed here, the farce of Crochet Lodge. 


May 18th, Mr. Tyler’s benefit. ‘Tancred and Sigifmonda ; 


Tancred. . . ., . . Mr. HopDGKINSON. Rodolpho. . . . . Mr. Kine. 
Osmond. . .. . . ‘* TYLEs. Sigismonda . . . . Mrs. JousmNson. 
Siffredi. . . . - . ‘* CLEVELAND. Laura. . ... . =‘ NTYLEp. 


and O’Hara’s farce of The Two Mifers. 


Gripe... . . . Mr. HALLAM. Ali. . . . . . . Mr. Priagmorz. 
Hunks... .. . ‘§* JOHNSON. Mustapha. . . . . ‘ Kina. 
Lively . . . . . « ‘ TyLer. Harriet . . . . . Miss Broannurst. 
Osman .. . - « “ JEFFERSON. Jenny. . . - . “ A. Brert, 


May 20th, Mrs. Johnfon’s benefit. F irft time here, Cumber- 
land’s ‘Comedy of Firft Love; or, the French Emigrant ; 


Sir Miles Mowbray . . Mr. Jonnson. Wrangle. . . . . Mr. CLEveLamp. 
Frederick Mowbray . . ‘* TlonGKINSON. Lady Ruby . . . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
David Mowbray . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Sabina Rosni.. . ‘© HopGKINson. 
Lord Sensitive. . . . “ TYLer. Mrs. Wrangle .. . “ TYLER. 

Billy Bustler . . . . ‘* Munro. Kate . . . . . “ Brerr. 
and, Thomas and Sally. 


Tickets as ufual, and of Mrs. Johnfon, No. 1, South Side of 
Albany Bafon. 
si 23d, Mr. Jefferfon’s benefit. Speculation; and, firft 


time, Birch’s fine drama of 

The Adopted Child. 
Michael. . . . . |. Mr. JEPPERSON. Boy .. . . . . Miss Harptne. 
Sir Bertrand . . . . ‘“* KING Clara. . . . . » Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Le Snge. « © « «. «© ‘* TYLER. Lucy . . . . . « Miss A. Brert. 
Record . . . - » © JouNBON. Nell... Mra. Brett. 


Ma asth. Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. F ranklin’ s tragedy of 
The earl of Warwick. Margaret of Anjou, Mrs. Melmoth. 
and The Poor Soldier. 
May 30th. Mr. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 
Much Ado About Nothing. 


Benedict . . . . . Mr. HopGkINson. Dogherry . . . . Mr. Harta. 


Don Pedro. . . . . ‘* JONNSON, Verges . .. . . “ JPPERSON. 
Don Jobm . . . . «= =“* HALLAM, Jr. Beatrice . . . . . Mrs. Jounson. 
Teonato. . . . . . “ TYLER. Hero... . . . ‘** CLEVELAND. 


Claudio. . . . . . §* CLEVELAND. Uraula . ... . “ Munro. 
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We believe this is the first record that we have of the per- 
formance of this charming comedy of Shakspeare’s. 


June 3d. Mr. and Mrs. Tyler’s benefit. The Child of 
Nature; and, firft time here, O’Keefe’s farce of The Son-in- 
Law. Arionelli (the Singing Mafter) by Mr. Tyler,—a character 
in which he gained great applaufe, and which he retained until 
his death. 

June 8th, Mr. Cleveland’s benefit. Love Makes a Man; 


Don Lewis - . « © Mr. PrRigMore. Antonio . . . . . Mr KINa. 

Don Duart. . . . . ‘* Hanna, Jr. Governor boats “a SE AB eR 
Carloa 2. w]e le CeO HODGKINSON. Bancho . . . . . *8 JEFFERSON, 
Clalio . 2. . 1 we.) OM) CLEVELAND. Angelina. . . . . Mrs. JoHnson 
Charino ... . s© JOUNSON. Louisn . . . . . =“ CLEVELAND. 
and a new national pantomime, The Independence of America. 
President . . . . . Mr. Hatiam, Jr. America . . . . . Mad. Garni, 
Governor . . . . . ‘* yer. Britannia. . - « Mrs. CLEVELAND. 
Seuntor . . . . . ‘“ CLEVELAND. Goddess of Liberty . . ‘** AALLAM. 
Officer . . ‘6 6 JEFFY.RSON. Old Woman. . . M. FRAwnoisaoy. 


June 13th. Mr. Johnfon’s benefit. A comedy by M. P. 
Andrews, called Better Late than Never ; and The Farmer. 

June 21ft. Benefit of Meffrs Gill, Vincent, Handafy, Munto, 
and Mafter Stockwell. Shakfpeare’s "comedy of As You Like It; : 


Jacques. . . . . ». Mr. HopaKinson. Labean .. . . . Mr. JEPFERSON. 

Duke,Sen. . . . . ‘© yer. Adam... .. . ‘% JOHNSON. 

Duke Frederick . . . ‘* Kina. Rosalind. . . . . Mrs. JouNson. 

Orlando ... . . ‘* CLRVELAND. Celia... ee SCS OLE VELAND. 

Touchstone... . ‘4 HALLAM. Audrey ..... “ Brere, 
Dancing, by Master StocKwait and Master GaARpDIEz. 

and The Adopted Child. 


June a5th. Laft night of the feafon. Benefit of Mifs Ara- 
bella Brett and Mifs Harding. 
Inkle and Yarico ; 


and, Catharine and Petruchio. 
Petruchio . . . . . Mr. Hopaginson. | Catharine. . . . . Mrs. JoHNson. 
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CHAPTER XIil. 
John Street Theatre, A. D. 1796-7. 


H E New York Theatre was re-opened on the 26th of 

September, 1796. An addition had been made to the 

managerial firm, which now consisted of Lewis Hal- 
lam, John Hodgkinson and William Dunlap. Mrs. Hallam 
had been withdrawn from the company in consequence of 
some indiscretions which rendered her performance disgust- 
- ing to the public, and annoying to her fellow performers. 
Madame Gardie, Miss Broadhurst, Mr. Prigmore, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Cleveland also retired. Mr. King was attached to the 
Virginia com, ny, and died in October. Sir Richard Crosby, 
who had played under the designation of Mr. Richards, 
returned as Mr. Crosby; Mr. Martin also rejoined the com- 
pany, to which were added Mr. and Mrs. Seymour, Mr. 
McGrath and Mr. J. D. Miller. 

An Occasional Address, written by Mr. Milne and spoken 
by Mr. Hodgkinson on the opening night, preceded the comedy 
of the “Wonder,” in which Mr. Hodgkinson played Don 
Feliz, and Mrs. Johnson, Violante. The farce was the “ Poor 
Soldier,” with Hallam as Darby, and Mrs. Hodgkinson as 
Kathleen. 

Colman’s play called the “ Battle of Hexham,” produced on 
the 7th of October, was the first novelty. It was received with 
applause and continued to be performed for several years. 
Jefferson’s Gregory Gubbin was a masterpiece in its way. 
The cast stood thus: 


Gondibert . . . . .« Mr. HopGkINson. Fool . ..... Mr. HALLAM. 
Barton. . . .. -» ‘6 JOHNSON. Gregory Gubbin . . ‘* JEFPERSON. 
Montague .... . ‘© CrospY. Prince of Wales . . Miss Harpina. 
Somerset . .... ‘« MILLER. Queen Margaret . . Mrs. MxL_mors, 
Lieutenant. . .. . ‘¢ TYLER. Adeline . . .. . ‘¢ JOHESON. 


La Varrenne .. . . =‘ HALLAM, Jr. 
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Mr. Miller, a native of New York, and afterwards a wealthy 
grocer and an alderman, was “a good-looking young man” 
with little talent for the stage, on which he remained but 
two or three years. 

On the 14th, Mrs. Seymour made her first appearance in 
America as Narcissa, in “Inkle and Yarico. » Her second 
character was Rosina, and her third, Molly Maybush, in the 
“Farmer,” on the 20th October, when her husband made 
his first appearance as Farmer Blackberry. Mrs. Seymour was 
an illiterate woman, but she was called a great beauty, and 
her strong, powerful voice found many admirers, although 
it lacked sweetness and cultivation. Besides many singing 
parts she afterwards played a long list of chambermaids and 
rustic characters. Her engagement in New York terminated 
in 1804, but she played for many years afterwards in Phila- 
delphia and New Orleans as Mrs. Bloxton. Mr. Seymour was 
of no value to the company. 


The ‘* Grecian Daughter” was Baye on the 24th, with the 
following fine caft : 


Dyonising . 2. 1. Oe Mr. Pope sene Phocion .... . Mr. TyYLer. 
Evander ..... ‘“* HALL Melanthos ... . ‘** Grogsy. 
Philotas. . . 1... ba Miatin: Euphrasia . . . . Mrs. Me._mora. 


Oct. 31st, Mr. Dunlap produced a new tragedy, entitled 
“The Mysterious Monk,”—uafterwards published as “ Ribbe- 
mont; or, The Feudal Baron.” It proved successful, and was 
repeated occasionally for a few years. 


Ribbemont. ... . Mr. Hopaxinson. Jacques... . . Mr. Jonson. 
Manuel. . .... ss TYLER. Francls .... . ‘¢ Monto. 
Theodore . ... ‘6 Martin. Countess... . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 


November 18th. After the comedy of “The Young Quaker,” 
in which Hodgkinson played Young Sadboy; Hallam, Clod ; 
Martin, Spatterdash ; and Mrs. Johnson, Dinah Primrose ; the 
farce of “My Grandmother,” by Prince Hoare, was per- 
formed for the first time here, with the following excellent 


cast : 

Vapouwr. . . .. . Mr. Hope@xrnson. Souffrance . . . . Mr. Marrin. 
Dicky Gossip . - . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Florella .... . Mrs. HopGkINson. 
Sir Matthew Mediey. . ‘‘ JOHNSON. Charlotte. . .. . Miss A. Brerr. 
Woodley . . .. . ‘« TYLER. 


The popularity of this farce was for thirty years nearly 
unbounded. Dicky Gossip was among the most favorite 
characters of Jefterson, Twaits, Hilson, Barnes and Roberts, 
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while Vapour was equally a favorite with Hodgkinson, Har- 
wood, Simpson, Moreland and Thayer. 


Dec. rgth. For the firft time on any ftage, a mufical drama 
by Elihu Hubbard Smith, entitled Edwin and Angelina, or ‘The 
Banditti ; the Songs partly from Goldfmith, and partly original ; 
mufic by Pellesier. 


Edwin. . . 2. . « Mr. TYLER. Hugo. .... =. Mr. Mmuea. 
Ethelbert. . . . . “MARTIN. Walter . . 2. 2. 2 “« Munro. 
Bifred . . . 2. . ‘¢ HopaxKInson. Angeling. . . Mrs. HopGkINsoN. 


This production, which the Biographia Dramatica pro- 
nounces “not uninteresting,” but which Dunlap says “though 
like its author, pure and energetic, was not sufficiently dra- 
matic in its structure,” did not attain popularity. Doctor E. 
H. Smith was the son of Doctor Reuben Smith, of Litchfield, 
Conn., and born there in 1771. He was distinguished for his 
private virtues, his professional skill, and his literary culture. 
In connection with Docts. Edward Miller and Samuel L. 
Mitchell, he established and edited “The Medical Reposi- 
tory,” a work of eminent scientific ability. He fell a victim 
to yellow fever in New York, September, 1798. Docts. Smith, 
Miller and Mitchell, with Charles Brockden Brown, Noah 
Webster, James Kent, William Johnson, Richard Alsop, and 
the Rev. Samuel Miller were the friends and companions of 
Dunlap, and his literary critics and advisers. To them he 
submitted his dramatic works previous to their performance. 


Dec. 30th. Cobb’s opera, called the ‘* Siege of Belgrade ;” 
mufic by Storace,—accompaniments by Pellefier,—was pro- 
duced in fine ftyle, with new drefles, and new fcenery painted by 


Mr. Jefferfon. 


The Seraskier. . . . Mr. TYLER. Anselm .... . Mr. MaGrara. 
CountCohbenberg. . . ‘' HobGKINSON. Michael . . . | - ‘¢ MILLER. 
Leopold. . . 2. . - sc JEFFERSON. BAe ee ee cat Ye > Mrs. Seymour. 
Peter . 1. 2 «© «© « ‘6 MUNTO. Catharine . . . . ‘* HODGKINSON, 
Usef. 2 6° #@ oe -«« ‘6 JOUNSON. Fatima .... . “Munro. 
Ismael . ..... ‘6 SEYMOUR. Ghita. . . . « Miss A. Brerr. 


This opera was for thirty years an ever-attractive per- 
formance. Its last representation at the Park, was in 1840, 
with Braham as the Seraskier, and Mesdames Bailey and 
Maeder as Lilla and Catharine. 


January 6th, never performed here, Holcroft’s comedy, en- 


titled The Man of Ten Thoufand ! 

Dorrington . . . . Mr. Honokinson +: Major Rampart. . . Mr. Crossy. 
fluirbrain. . . . . ‘| HALLAM. ' WWudson . 2. 2. . ‘“ Hauuan, Jr. 
Herbert... . . *© JEFFERSON, 1 Sir P. Pitiful . . . * Musto. 
Curfew. . «2 - « «© ‘ JSOKNSON. ' Lady Taunton . . . Mes. Tywurn 
Consol. . .... “TYLER. | Annabel. . 2... *  SeyMoer, 


Lord Laroon. .. . ‘* MABTINe Olivia . .... ‘© JOHNSON. 
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It was repeated several times during the season, and for 
several successive seasons, but has now slept quietly for more 
than forty years. 


January gth. The Rival Queens, with Mefds. Melmoth and 
Johnfon ;—and, firft time, a farce by Dunlap, called 
Tell Truth and Shame the Devil ! 


Semblance. . . . . Mr. JOUNSON. Tom Holton. . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Whitely . . .. . ‘¢ TYLER. Susan... . Mrs. HopukINnson. 


This was received with great applause, and when Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson played at Covent Garden, was brought out 
there for the lady’s benefit, May 18th, 1790—the characters 
represented by Messrs. Johnson, Murray, H. Johnson and Mrs. 
Litchfield. 


January 16th. Never performed, a ferious drama by John 
Blair Linn, a popular poet of the a5 entitled Bourville Caftle. 


The mufic by Carr, harmonized by Pellefier. 

Charies Bonrville . . Mr. HoOpGKINSsON. James. ..... Mr. JEFFERBON. 
Alfred. ase eS ‘6 6hT LER. trabo. . .... ‘6 Munro 
Guthrum . ....- 6 Crossy. Marcia. . . 2. » . Mra. TYLER. 
Bernard ..... s¢ = JOHNSON. Julia. . . 26 6 ‘6 HODGKINSON. 


It was performed on the 25th, for the third time, for the 
authors benefit. Mr. Linn, we think, died in 1804, having 
been for some years pastor of a church in Philadelphia. 

January 30th. A Mr. Collins made his first appearance in 
America as Killmallock in “The Mountaineers.” He subse- 
quently played several important characters, but appears not 
to have been a man of much note. His real name was 
Phipps. 

F ey ift, first time here, a comedy by Mr. Milne, called 


he Comet; or, He would be a Philofopher. 
Plotwell . 2. 1. Mr. HODGKINSON. Lady Candour . . Mrs. Szymour. 
Belmont .... . “¢ TYLER. | Emily. . .. . ~. § JOHNSON. 
Sir Credalous Testy . . ‘S JOHNSON. Fanny. . .-.. *¢ HOopGkINson. 
This piece was originally played at the Haymarket, and 
was afterwards cut down to a farce, and in America became 
very popular. It has been frequently played as “The Eclipse.” 


February 20th, never performed in America, Holcroft’s comedy 


entitled The School for Arrogance. 

Count Conolly Villers . Mr. HopGKInson. Edmond... . . Mr. Hatuam, Jr. 
Sir Paul Peckham . . ‘* JONSON. Picard. . 2. «© « > ‘S MARTIN. 
Sir Samuel Sheepy . . ‘' JEFFERSON. Lady Peckham. . . Mrs. Meumorn. 
MecDermot. . . . . ‘“ CRrosRY. Lucy . . 2. « « « ‘< JOHNSON. 
Dorimont . .. . ‘6 TYLER. Lydia ..... ‘¢ 6 SEYMOUR. 


The comedy was favorably received, but has not now been 
heard of in fifty years. : ens: 


144 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


February 29th, The Fafhionable Lover. 


Mortimer . ... . Mr. Hauiam. Tyrrel). . . «© «© « Mr. Martin. 


Aubrey. . .... ‘¢ TYLeR. Colin McLeod . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. 
Bridgemore .. . . ‘* JOHNSON. Augusta Aubrey. . . Mrs. Jonunson. 
Dr. Druid. ... . ‘* CrRosBY. Mrs. Bridgemore .. ‘“ Bgrerr. 


On this occcasion a riot occurred in the Theatre, caused by 
the surreptitious appearance of Mrs. Hallam, who, while 
Hodgkinson was on the stage engaged in the performance, 
stealthily advanced to the footlights by his side, and ap- 
pealed to the audience for their aid and protection, charging 
upon him her forced retirement from the boards. Parties 
were at once formed, and for a while discord reigned su- 
preme. A large majority of the audience, however, finally 
supported Mr. Hodgkinson’s view of the subject, Mr. Hallam 
promised again to withdraw his wife, and the play proceeded 
,to its termination with applause. The next night, notwith- 
standing his apparent triumph, Mr. Hodgkinson was so loudly 
hissed (probably by the emissaries of Hallam) that he refused 
to continue the performance, and declined attending to his 
duties either as actor or manager for the remainder of the 
season. 


April 7th, never performed here, Morton’s capital comedy of 
The Way to get Married.—(Still occafionally played with great 


applaufe.) 

Tangent ..... Mr. MARTIN. Landlord. .. . . Mr. Munro 
Capt. Faulkner . . . ‘* TYLER Solicitor . . . . . ‘¢ WooL.s. 
Toby Allspice . . « “ JEPPERSON. Lady Sorrell. . . . Mrs. Bagrt. 
Dashall. . . .. « ‘“ HALiaM, Jr. Julia Faulkner. . . ‘** JOHNSON. 
Caustic. . . 1. « « ‘* JOHNSON. Clementina Allspice . ‘* Sxymour. 
McQuery .... . “* CROSBY. Fanny. . ... .« ‘¢ 6 Munro. 


The Theatre was closed during Passion Week, re-opening 
on Monday, April 17th, for the benefit of Mrs. Hodgkinson, 
with a new farce by Mrs. Inchbald, called Next-Door Neigh- 
bors, cast as follows: 


Sir George aaah oaaal Mr. HALuaM, Jr. Henry. ..... Mr. Martin. 
Lord Hasard . . . . ‘* MILLER. Lucre. .... . ‘«  Munto. 
Manly ..... =. ‘* TYLER. Lady Caroline . . . Mra. Szymour. 
Blackman... . . s¢ JOHNSON. Lady Bridget Squander ‘ ‘Trier. 
Milford . . . . . . ‘© CBossy. Eleanor ... . . ‘‘ JOHNSON 
Bluntly. . ... . ‘© JEFFERSON. Evans. .... . ‘*  Brerr. 

Mrs. Hodgkinson also appeared as Priscilla Tomboy and 
Mog gy McGilipin. 

April 21ft, Mr. Martin’s benefit. The Sufpicious Hufband; 
Ranger. . . .. . Mr. HaLiam. Jack Megyott . . . Mr. JEPFERSOX. 
Bellamy. . . 2. + . ‘6 Martin, Mrs. Strictland . . . Mrs, MupLmortu. 
Strictland . . .. . ‘COLLINS. Clarinda. . .. . ‘¢  JoHNSON. 
Frankly. ... . . ‘© TYLER. Javintha. . .. . ‘¢ Murro 

ester . . ». © « » ‘* JOUNSON. Lucetta . . .. . ‘Beg. 


with the pantomime of Alonzo and Imogine. 
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April 24th, Mrs. Johnfon’s benefit. 

Firft time in thirty years Cymbeline ; 
? 

Cymbeline. . . . . CoLuins. Guiderus . . . . . Mr. MARTIN. 
Posthumus. ... . ark HaLLaM, Pisanio ... . . ‘“* JOHNSON. 
Cloen . . .. . . ‘“ ##=JEPFERSON. Philario . . . . . ‘°* Hatusam, Jr. 
Belariug . . . . . “ CrossBy. Queen. ..... Mrs. TYLER. 
Iachimo .. . ‘6 TYLER. Imogen ..... JOHNSON. 
and, firft time in New York, Prince Hoare’s admired mufical 
farce of Lock and Key. 
Old Brummagem. . . Mr. JOHNSON. Ralph. . » Mr. JEPPERSON. 
Capt. Cheerly. . . . ‘* TyYLer. Laura. { aor ee SEYMOUR. 
Capt. Vain. . . . .) {*) Marrin. Fanny y Hop@ginson. 


April 25th, Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. The School for Wives ; 
and, Ariadne abandoned by Thefeus in the Ifland of Naxos—a 
ferious pantomime. A/rs. Bellville, and Ariadne by Mrs. Melmoth. 

ans sth, Mr. Johnfon’s benefit. King Lear; 


Lear. : - . Mr. Hava. |} Cordelia. . . . . Mrs. JoHNSON. 


Firft time in New York, a farce by the Rev. John Rofe, called 
A Quarter of an Hour before Dinner ; ; 


Level . . . «. «© | Mr. TYLen. Col. Modish . . . . Mr. Munro. 

Lord a - « « » * Hatta, Jr. Plainwell. . . . . ‘* JEFPERSON. 

Sir Wm. Wealthy . . ‘* CoLLINS. John ~ 6 » « « * JOHNSON. 
Mra. Level . . . . . +». Mra. MELMOTH. 


and, Half an Hour after Supper, with the following performers, 
and probably caft to the characters that we have afligned them. 


Sturdy. . . . . . Mr. JOHNSON. | Tabitha . . . . . . Mrs. Brerr. 

Bentley. . . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Eliza... . . . Miss A. Brerr. 

Capt. Berry . . . . ‘Sf Hata, Jr. Susinag . . . . . =‘ HARDING. 

Frank . . . . . . #£=‘* =JEPFERSON. | sg fee is hs idee My Mrs. eee 
turdy . YLER. 


May roth, Mr. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. Never performed in 
America, Reynolds s comedy called Fortune’s Fool. 


Ap-Hagard. Mr. Martin. . Orville . . . . . . Mr. Munro. 

Sir Bamber Blackletter. s¢ JOHNSON. | Lady Danvers. . . . Mrs. JoHNSON. 
Sir Charles Danvers. ‘© HatiaM, Jr. | Mrs.Seymour . . . . ‘* MBELMOTS. 
Tom Seymour. . . . ‘“* JEFFERSON. | Miss Union. . . . . ‘“ Brgrt 
and Selima and Azor. 

Axor ‘ . »« Mr. TyYLzs. | Selima . . . . . . Mrs. Hopexinson. 


May I sth, Mr. Tyler’s benefit, and firft performance in New 
York he O’Keefe’s comic opera of 
Fontainbleau ; or, John Bull in Paris,—thus cast : 


SirJohn Bull. . . . Mr. JOHNSON, Lapoche . . . . . Mr. Marrin. 
SirShenkin . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Lady Bull. . . .- . Mrs, Brerr. 

Lord Winlove. . . . ‘* Monro. Miss Dolly Bull - . «© * JOHNBON, 
Henry . . . . . . “ TYLER. Rosa... . « . ‘** HOopGkKINSON. 
Lackland . . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Celia . . .. . . =‘ SEY¥MoUR. 
Col. Epaulette. . . “ Haiam, Jr. Mrs. Casey : - . ‘© MEgLmMora. 


The character of Sir Shenkin Ap Griffin was afterwards 
transformed by the author into Squire Tallyho. 
May 17th, benefit of Mrs. Brett and Mrs. King. 


The Siece of Belgrade; and, never performed in America, 
O’Keefe’s farce, called the Doldrum ; or, 1797 an 1804. 


Sir Marmaduke . . . Mr. JOHNSON. Flam a* Mr. Hatiam, Jr. 
Septimus . . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON, Looby. .... . ‘* Munro. 
Capt. Septimus . . . ‘© TYLER. Mrs. Auburn. . . . Mrs. Brerr. 
Capt. Slash . . . . ‘“* COLLINS. Emmeline .. . . ‘* ‘CoLLIne. 
Gyp. . .- . « « « ‘ Martin, Jenny. . . . « “ Kina. 


19 
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Mr. Hodgkinson re-appeared on the 22d, as Octavian, for 
the benefit of Miss A. Brett and Miss Harding. On the same 
occasion, “The Tragedy of Tragedies,” with the “Life and 
Death of Tom Thumb the Great,” was revived. 


Tom Thumb... . Mast. STOCKWELL. Glumdalca . . . . Mr. Crossy. 
King Arthur. . . . Mr. Jonson, Queen Dollalolla . . Mrs. Sxymorr. 
Lord Grizzle . . . . ‘** JEFFERSON. Princess Huncamunca. Miss A. Rett. 


May 29th. Benefit of the Box Bookkeeper, whose name 
in the bills was now spelled Falconer. Love Makes a Man; 
and the farce of The First Floor. 


Whimsey . . . . . Mr. Jonson. Furnish. . . . . Mr. Crosny. 
Johnoy Whimsey . . ‘* MarrtIN. Charlotte . . . . Mra. Szymoor. 
Tim Tartlet . . . . ‘* JEFFEKSON. Mra, Pattipan . . . ‘ BBarr. 


May 31st. Benefit of Mr. Hallam, Jr. 

The School for Scandal. Sir Peter Teazle,Mr. Hallam; Lady 
Teazle Mrs. Hallam; (her first appearance this season) previous 
to which the lady addressed the audience in the following 
prologue, written by Mr. Milne: 


“ These flattering plaudits cannot fail to raise 
A wish to merit such transcendent praise ; 
It can but be a wish, for ah! my heart 
Knows merit could not claim a thousandth part: 
But like the lavish hand of heaven, you 
Give largely e’en though nothing should be due. 
O’ercome with joy, my anxious throbbing heart, 
Disdaining all the little tricks of art, 
Conceals those feelings in a grateful breast 
Which may be felt, but cannot be expressed. 
Time bas now swept ten rolling years away 
Since flattering plaudits graced my first essay ; 
Young, giddy, rash, ambitious and untaught 
You still caressed, excusing many a fault; 
With friendly hand safe led me through the way 
Where lurking error watches to betray : 
And shall I such advantages forego 
With my consent? I frankly answer, No: 
I may through inadvertency have strayed 
But who by folly never was betrayed ? 
If e’er my judgment played the foolish part, 
I acted not in concert with my heart. 
I boldly can defy the world to say 
From my first entrée to the present day, 
Whate’er my errors, numerous or few, 
I ever wanted gratitude to you. 
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On your indulgence still I'll rest my cause ; 

Will you support me with your kind applause ?— 
You verify the truth of Pope’s fine line, 

‘To err is human; to forgive, divine!’ ”’ 

June 2d. Mr. and Mrs. Munto’s benefit. Never performed 
here, The Bank Note; or, a Leffon for Ladies ; and a farce in 
which Mrs. Hallam will.appear. 

June 5th. First time in New York, Colman’s comedy of 
the Spanish Barber; and Two Strings to Your Bow. The 
casts are not found, that of the former was probably— 


Count Almaviva . . . Mr. TYLER. Tallboy . ... . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Doctor Bartolo . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Rosina. . ... . Mrs. HopGKINSON. 
Figaro. . . 6 6 ‘6 Mastin. 


June 7th. Never performed, a drama called the Man of 
Fortitude, purporting to have been written by Mr. Hodgkin- 
son, but which Dunlap claims to have been stolen bodily 
from a manuscript called “The Knight’s Adventure,” left by 
him in the pretended author’s hands, with additions and in- 
terpolations. It was thus cast: 


Sir Bertrand. . . . Mr. HopGRINson, Peasant .... . Mr. Jonwnson. 
Carlos. . . . © ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Spectre . .... ‘© TYLER. 
Sancho. . . . « « ‘¢ MarrTIn. Traveller. . .. . ‘6 ~WooLt.s. 
Bernard . ... =. ‘6 MILLER. Captive .... . Mrs. JOHNSON. 

_ and The Mogul Tale. 
Great Mogul . . . . Mr. TYLER. | Johnny Atkins. . . Mr. Hopaxrnson. 
Doctor. . 2. -« « « ‘¢ 6JOHNSON. Fanny Atkins . . . Mrs. HopGgKInson. 


June 14th. Laft night of the feafon. Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. 
“Mrs. Hallam feels a confidence that the public patronage 
will not be withheld on account of her not participating in the 
fatigues of the feafon, as her abfence was in oppofition to her in- 
clination, and has been the caufe of considerable pecuniary loss.” 


Pieces to be performed not advertised. 

Thus ended a season that had proved a constant scene of 
discord and crimination between the two older managers, 
which their new partner, Dunlap, in vain endeavored to pre- 
vent or allay. The result was that Mr. Hallam disposed of 
his interest in the concern to Hodgkinson and Dunlap, and 
remained connected therewith only as a salaried actor, his 
wife by agreement being also engaged. Mr. Dunlap’s History 
gives minute details of these events as they transpired. 


Pie 
—_—_—_— 


CHAPTER XITI. 


John Street Theatre, 1797—Solee’s Company—Greenwich Street Theatre— 
Wignell and Reinagle’s Company—Mrs. Merry—Mr. Cooper—Last Perform- 
ance in John Street. 


HE Old American Company, during the summer 

and fall of 1797, visited Newport and Boston, and in 

return their territory was invaded by the managers 
of the Philadelphia, Boston, and Charleston Theatres. An 
advertisement from the latter was thus issued: 


“¢ The inhabitants of the City of New York, and its vicinity, 
are refpectfully informed that a company of comedians engaged 
by Mr. Solee of the City Theatre, Charlefton, S. C., and com- 
pofed of moft of the principal performers of the Bofton and 
Charlefton Theatres, are arrived in town on their way to Phila- 
delphia, and having permiffion of Meffrs. Hodgkinfon and Dun- 
lap to open the Theatre, John St., for two nights only, the firft 
performance will be this evening, Auguft 18th, 1797, when will 
be prefented the comedy of ‘The Wonder ! 


Don Felix . . . Mr. Barrett. Liffardo . . . . Mr. Jones. 
Col. Britton. . . ‘© WILLIAMSON. Violante. . . . Mrs. Baragtr. 
Don Pedro. . . ‘“ HuGues. Ifabella . . . . 6¢ GRAUPNER. 
Don Lopez. . . “ Cnrossy. Flora. . . . . ¢  Jonzs. 
Frederick . . . ‘* Dowineg. Inis . . .. . “ Huaues. 
with the farce of The Spoiled Child. 

Little Pickle . . Mrs. WILLIAMSON. Mifs Pickle. . . Mrs. ALLEN. 
Old Pickle. . . Mr. Huaues. Maria... . Mifs Arnorp. 
Tag... . . “ Jonns. Sufan. . . . . Mrs. Graupner. 
John. . ... 66 Dickson. Margery. . . . ‘** HuGnes. 


Being the first appearance of all in New York, Mr. Crosby 
alone excepted. 

Mr. Giles Leonard Barrett, the representative of Don Feliz, 
had seen his best days, and though his figure was still fine, 
his action graceful and his general performance respectable, 
his face was inexpressive, and his standing below that of 
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Hodgkinson, and of the new stars, Fennell and Cooper, who 
were soon after pitted against him. He made his American 
debut at Boston, Dec. 28th, 1796, as Ranger, in the “Sus- 
picious Husband,” played in the Park Theatre in 1798-9, and 
last appeared here at a summer theatre, in Vauxhall Garden, 
1808. In England he had been a popular leading performer 
in several provincial establishments. He died at Boston, 
where he had been a great favorite, Nov. 18th, 1809, aged 65 
years. His son, Mr. George Barrett, who retired from our stage 
in 1855, will be remembered as one of our very best light 
comedians. ; 

Mrs. Barrett (who had played in England as Mrs. Rivers) 
was 8 skillful and accomplished actress, but rather beyond 
the period of life adapted to such characters as Violante. In 
tragedy she was more highly esteemed. Her height was tow- 
ering, but her figure was well proportioned and her bearing 
majestic. She was said to have been a pupil of Macklin, and 
made her dzbué in London as Portia. She commenced her 
vocation in America at Boston, as Mrs. ‘Beverly, in the “ Game- 
ster,” January 2d, 1797. She was at the Park, in 1798, and 
again played there, in “old women,” during the season of 
1821-2. She was engaged for the latter line at the first 
opening of the Bowery Theatre, in 1826, but had then too 
“far declined into the vale of years” to sustain it effectively, 
and another actress was substituted. She died at Boston 
in 1832. 

Mr. J. B. Williamson was an actor of considerable ability 
having held a leading position in the Haymarket Theatre, 
London, 1788. He first appeared there as Hamlet, and made 
his American début as Othello, at Boston, 1796. He played in 
New York only during this short summer season. His death 
occurred at Charleston, 8. C., March 28th, 1802. His wife 
(formerly Miss Fontenelle) was an excellent comic actress in 
romps and mischievous boys. She was the original Mog gy 
McGilpin, in the “Highland Reel,” in which character she 
appeared at Covent Garden in 1788. Her American début was 
at Boston in 1796, and her final exit from the stage of life, 
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at Charleston, 8. C., Oct. 31st, 1799. She was little known 
in New York, but was highly praised by the few who saw her. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones had first appeared in Boston, 1794. The 
gentleman was reputed 8 good low and eccentric comedian. 
He also died at Charleston soon after his arrival there, in 1797. 
His wife was admired in Boston, in chambermaids and rustics. 

Mrs. Graupner (previously Mrs. Heelyer) was the wife of a 
German musician in the orchestra. She was a favorite 
vocalist and walking lady, and was long attached to the 
Boston Theatre, where she first appeared in 1794. 

Miss Arnold was young and beautiful. She was afterwards 
Mrs. Poe, ‘and mother of the unhappy poet, Edgar Allen Poe. 
She became a very pleasing comedienne and songstress, and 
was attached to the Park Theatre in 1809. 

Mr. Dickson, or as his name commonly appeared in the 
Boston bills, Dickinson, never became familiarly known to 
New Yorkers. He was born in London, 1774,—made his 
American début at Boston as Saville, in the “ Belle’s Stratagem,” 
1794,—became afterwards eminent as an actor of comic old 
men,—was manager of the Boston Theatre 1806, and continued 
so with various partners for many years,—married Miss Har- 
rison, sister of the more celebrated Mrs. Powell, of the Boston 
Theatre,—retired from the stage in the character of Cosey, in 
“Town and Country,” April 14th, 1817,—and died in Boston, 
April Ist, 1853, aged 79 years:—admired as an actor, approved 
as & manager, and respected as a man. 

The next performance by the new company was on the 20th 
of August, and consisted of “The Mountaineers,” and “The 
Spoiled Child ;"—the tragedy thus cast: 


Recceee a oe oe Mr. Barrett. Bulchazin Muley . . Mr. Crogsr. 

i, tein Gog ib, ¢8h- 8 ‘© HUuGHes. Floranthe. . . . . Mrs. Hvases. . 
Kilmallock a! See tes teu  _ © CoLiins. Agnes. . ... .« ‘¢  ABNOLD. 
Lope Tocho . . . . ‘* VILLIERS Zorayda . ... . ‘¢  Tupss. 


Mr. Villiers, who made his first appearance as Lope Tocho, 
was a native of England, and for several years an admired low 
comedian in Boston, where he first played in America. He 
married the youngest Miss Westray (afterwards Mrs. Twaits), 
and died about 1804. 

The third performance was advertised for the 22d, but 
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postponed to the 24th, when “The Gamester” was thus 
performed : 


Beverly. . . . .. Mr. BaRRgErt. Bates... .. . Mr. CLovaa|. 
Mrs. 


Stakely. . . 1. . ‘© COLLINS. Beverly . . . Mrs. Bargert. 
Leweon. . . .. . ‘6 Downiz. Charlotte. . .. . ‘6 JONES. 
with The Romp. 

Priscilla Tomboy. . . . .. - Mrs. WILLIAMSON. 


Mrs. Barrett made a powerful impression in Mrs. Beverly, 
and Mrs, Williamson’s “ Romp” was warmly applauded by an 
audience familiar with Mrs. Hodgkinson’s merit in the same 


On the 30th, Mrs. Whitelock made her first appearance in 
New York, as Isabella, in “The Fatal Marriage.” 

Mrs. Elizabeth Whitelock was one of the many children of 
Roger Kemble, and of course sister to the matchless Mrs. Sid- 
dons, whom she closely resembled, and in many parts is said 
to have closely imitated. She was born in 1761, and in early 
life apprenticed to a mantua-maker. Her sisters great success 
induced her to attempt the stage, and having played at 
various provincial theatres, she was engaged at Drury Lane, 
in 1783, where she remained until her marriage with Mr. 
Charles E. Whitelock, in whose theatre at Newcastle she was 
afterwards leading actress. In 1791, she became a favorite at 
the Haymarket, London, and in 1794, being one of Wignell’s 
engagements for Philadelphia, made her first appearance in 
America at that city, as Isabella. In 1800, she played again 
in London, and was afterwards at Boston, whence she came 
to New York in 1802 as the leading lady at the Park Theatre, 
where, though really a fine actress, she never superseded Mrs. 
Melmoth, Mrs. Johnson, or Mrs. Merry in the favor of the 
public. Mrs. Whitelock’s person was large and heavy, and 
bore, as did her countenance and voice, a marked resemblance 
to the house of Kemble. She visited America again in 1812, 
and played in Boston, a city that had always held her in the 
highest estimation. She is represented to have borne an 
exemplary character, and to have graced society as well as the 
stage. She died in 1835, at the age of 74, in her native land, 
where she had lived for many years in comfortable retirement. 

Mr. Whitelock made his first appearance in New York, 


152 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


September 2d (postponed from September Ist), as Sir Oliver 
Surface, in “The School for Scandal,” to the Joseph of Mr. Wil- 
liamson, the Charles of Mr. Barrett, and the Lady Teazle of 
Mrs. Barrett. Mr. Whitelock, a most excellent actor in serious 
fathers and Irish characters, was well known in England, 
where, many years before, he had had the management of 
several provincial theatres, in connection with the celebrated 
Munden. He made his American début at Philadelphia, with 
Wignell’s company, took the management of the Boston 
Theatre in 1800, which proved an unfortunate speculation, 
made his first appearance at the Park Theatre, as Major 
O’ Flaherty, in “The West Indian,” October 27th, 1802, and was — 
last in America in 1812. He returned with his wife to 

England and died there. 


Sept. 5th, The Roman Father ; 
Horatius . .. . . Mr. WHITELOCK. Ventidius. . . . . Mr. COLLINS. 
Publius. . . .. . BABRET®. Volcinius. . . . . ‘6 SULLY. 
Valerius . ... . «DOWNIE. Horatla . . . . . Mrs. WHITELOCE. 
Tullus Hostilius. . . ‘* Crosby. Valeria . ... . ‘6 HuGHES. 
with The Highland Reel. 
Mogyy McGilpin . . . . «© «© «© © « s Mrs, WILLIAMSON. 


The name of Sully is first noticed in the above. Its pro- 
prietor, Matthew Sully, was a very popular-comedian of 
Charleston, 8. C., who appeared at the Park, June, 1806, and 
died at Augusta, Ga., April, 1812. 

Sept. 8th, by permiffion of the author, John D. Burke, a 
drama performed with great applaufe in Bofton, entitled 

Bunker Hill; or, the Death of General Warren. 


Gen. Warren. . . . Mr. BARRETT. Sir Wm. Howe. . . Mr. Svuty. 


Lord Percy . . . . ‘* WHITELOCK. Harman. ... . ‘s CLOUGH. 
Abercrombie . . . . ‘* WHILLIAMBON. American Grenadier. ‘** Crospy. 
Gen. Prescott. . . . ‘* Downtn. Elvira... . . Mrs. BARRETT, 
Gen. Putnam. . . . ‘* HUGBES. ADVAs° & 6 as “© HUGHES. 


The success of the play, though not at all equal to the 
author’s expectations, was more than commensurate with its 
deserts. Mr. Burke was a native of Ireland, lately arrived in 
America. He published a History of Virginia, and was the 
author of three dramas, “Bunker Hill,” “Bethlem Gabor,” 
and “Joan of Arc.” He was killed in a duel with Coquebert, 
a Frenchman, in 1808. 

Sept. 13th. Mr. and Mrs. Barrett were announced as Mr. 
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and Mrs. Oakley ; and Mr. Jones as Barnaby Brittle, in the 
farce of that name. 

Sept. 16th. Morton’s play of “Columbus, or a World Dis- 
covered,” was announced with new scenery painted expressly 
for the occasion. Cast not found. | 

Sept. 21st. “A young gentleman” made his first appearance 
as Douglas, with Mr. and Mrs. Whitelock as Old Norval and 
Lady Randolph; and Mrs. Williamson as Rozalana, in “The 
Sultan.” 

Oct. 2d.. Ticket night. “Jane Shore.” Jane Shore and 
Alicia, by two young ladies, their first appearance on the 
stage. Repeated on the 7th. 

Oct. 17th. Announced as positively the last night, with the 
attendance of the President of the United States, (John 
Adams) and one fourth of the net proceeds for, the poor 
sufferers in Philadelphia, (by yellow fever)—the entertain- 
ments to consist of “ Bunker Hill,” the song of “Jacob Gawky’s 
Rambles,” by Mr. Jones, and “The Sultan.” 

The season (which lasted much longer than the two nights 
originally engaged for) had been a most unprosperous one, 
attributable not only to bad management (Mr. Solee being a 
Frenchman, almost unacquainted with the English tongue) 
but to the presence of an opposition company under the 
direction of Wignell and Reinaglé of Philadelphia, who occu- 
pied Ricketts’ Circus, in the lower part of Greenwich Street, 
which had been fitted up for a summer theatre, and where a 
combined excellence of acting was exhibited, superior to any 
before seen in New York. 

The opening of the latter establishment was announced as 
follows: 

New THEATRE—Greenwich Street. 
Managers. . . . WHIGNELL and REINAGLE. 


The public are refpectfully informed that the entertainments 
of the Theatre in Greenwich Street will commence on Monday, 
Auguft 21ft, 1797, with an 


Occafional Addrefs . . . By Mr. WIGNELL. 
After which, Otway’s tragedy of 
20 
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VENICE PRESERVED. 


Pierre . . . . Mr, Cooper. Privli . . . . Mr. Warren. 
Jafher . . . “Moreton. Bedamar . . . © OL’ Estrance. 
Duke. . .. . ‘6 WarRRELL. Belvidera . . . Mrs. Merry. 


A grand pantomimic ballet, entitled 
DERMOT AND KATHLEEN. 


Dermot . . . . Mr. Byrne. Father Luke. . Mr. Doctor. 
‘Patrick . 2). 2 0“) Warrect, Jr. | Kathleen’s Mother ** Mutcue ct. 
Darby . . . . “ Buisserr. Kathleen . . . Mrs. Byane. 
and the farce of -~- WHuHo’s THE Dupe? 

Gradus . . . . Mr. Harwoop. | Old Doiley . . Mr. Waaren. 


The opening was postponed until the 23d, when all of the 
above performers (Wignell excepted) made their first saluta- 
tions to a New York audience. Mrs. Merry, as the most dis- 
tinguished, deserves our first notice. 

This lady, better known to fame in England as Miss Brun- 
ton, was the eldest daughter of Mr. John Brunton, manager 
of the Norwich Theatre, and was born May 30th, 1769. Her 
father had no intention of preparing her for the stage, and 
she had seldom visited the theatre; but accidentally dis- 
covering that she was letter perfect in several characters, he 
was induced to bring her forward on his benefit night at 
Bath, where, in February, 1785, she made her first theatrical 
attempt in “The Grecian Daughter.” She was received with 
astonishment and rapture, and repeatedly performed the char- 
acter, as well as Horatia in “The Roman Father,” and Pal- 
mira in “Mahomet,” to crowded and admiring houses. The 
report of her triumphs soon reached London, and she was 
immediately engaged by Mr. Harris, and on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, 1785, first appeared at Covent Garden as Horatia, intro- 
duced by a prologue from the pen of Arthur Murphy, spoken 
by Mr. Holman. Her success there was even greater than at 
Bath—learning poured forth her praise in deep and erudite 
criticism, poetry lavished its sparkling encomiums, and per- 
sonal anecdote, bon mots and epigrams filled every magazine. 
The reputation thus quickly acquired she firmly retained, 
and continued in the highest favor until her retirement in 
1792, on her marriage with Mr. Robert Merry. 

This gentleman, well known to the literary world as the 
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author of the Della Crusca poetry, had a fine face and person, 
and united to a naturally brilliant genius and amiable dispo- 
position, elegant manners and a superior education. \l- 
though his pecuniary affairs were at a low ebb, he being a 
bon vivant and addicted to all the extravagances of high life, 
the pride of his family forced him to withdraw his wife from 
the stage, but poverty afterward staring them in the face, the 
offer of high terms induced them to visit America, and in the 
character of Juliet, on the Philadelphia stage, December 5th, 
1796, Mrs. Merry was first presented to the Western hem- 
isphere. Mr. Merry dying suddenly in 1798, she married, on 
the first of January, 1803, Mr. Wignell, who survived the 
union only seven weeks. Surrounded with admirers and 
flattered by all who knew her, she once more, on the 15th of 
August, 1806, entered the matrimonial state with Mr. Warren, 
of Philadelphia. For nearly two years nothing occurred to 
mar the felicity of this match, when, contrary to any antece- 
dent prognostic, she was seized in her confinement with epi- 
leptic fits, which terminated her existence on the 28th of June, 
1808, at Alexandria, Va. Mrs. Merry played several engage- 
ments at the Park Theatre, which will be noticed in their 
order. Her person was rather under size, but her figure was 
elegant, and her action and deportment graceful and easy. 
Without possessing great beauty of countenance, she had 
highly expressive features, and, with a fine, clear articulation, 
her sweetness of voice struck every ear like a charm. Entirely 
devoid of stage rant, she read with perfect ease and freedom, 
laying her accent and emphasis naturally, and with critical 
correctness. In America she has since been equaled in pathos 
by Mrs. Duff, and surpassed in sublimity by Fanny Kemble, but 
excepting these two, every tragic actress seen here would suffer 
by comparison with this highly gifted woman. Other mem- 
bers of the Brunton family became distinguished as European 
performers—Mrs. Merry’s brother occupied a respectable posi- 
tion for many years, and her sister, who married the Earl of 
Craven, and her niece, famous as Mrs. Frederick Yates, were 
prominent favorites in the British metropolis. 
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Thomas Abthorp Cooper next deserves our attention. He 
was born in 1776, his father being an Irish gentleman, who 
died in the service of the East India Company while our 
hero was still a child. Intrusted to the guardianship of 
William Godwin, young Cooper acquired, under his supervi- 
sion, & superior classical education. His attention being . 
turned to the stage, Holcroft became his dramatic preceptor, 
and his first essay in public was made in Edinburgh, at the age 
of seventeen, as Malcolm, in “Macbeth,” resulting however, 
in an entire failure. In nowise disheartened, he pursued his 
studies with renewed vigor, and before he was nineteen had 
passed the ordeal of a London audience, in the characters of 
Hamlet and Macbeth, with triumphant success. His first ap- 
pearance on the American stage was at Philadelphia, Decem- 
ber 9th, 1796, as Macbeth, and his first appearance at the Park 
Theatre, New York, where for many years admiration for his 
talents knew no bounds, occurred on the 28th, of February, 
1798, in the part of Hamlet. With a handsome face and 
noble person, a fine mellow voice, unusual dignity of manner 
and grace of action, and in his declamation most forcible and 
eloquent, as a tragedian he was without a rival. 

In 1806, he became manager of the Park Theatre, and 
afterward associated with him Mr. Stephen Price, with whom 
he continued several years, till he resigned management for 
the more profitable career of starring. His first wife, formerly 
Mrs. Upton, a daughter of David Johnson, Esq., of New York, 
died in 1808, and by his marriage, in 1812, with the most 
beautiful and brilliant belle of the city, (the Sophy Sparkle of 
Irving’s Salmagundi) Miss Mary Fairlie, daughter of the 
celebrated wit, Major James Fairlie, and grand-daughter of 
Gov. Robert Yates, Mr. Cooper became allied to some of the 
most eminent families of the State, and his society was 
eagerly courted by all who made pretensions to taste or 
fashion. 

For thirty years Mr. Cooper was the paramount favorite of 
the public, successfully resisting the encroachments of all 
rivalry, even Cooke’s visit leaving’ his professional repute un- 
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affected; but the subsequent appearance of Kean, Booth and 
Macready, and the discovery of his many faulty readings, 
threw him into comparative neglect and into a line of char- 
acters in which he was ultimately superseded by younger 
and fresher actors. 

Notwithstanding the accumulation of a large fortune in 
the exercise of his profession, his extravagant style of living, 
and fondness for the gaming as well as the dinner table, 
finally reduced him to comparative poverty, and a benefit for 
his family, under the patronage of influential individuals, was 
given in almost every city in the Union. An entertainment 
for this purpose took place at the Bowery Theatre, November 
7th, 1833, which yielded a gross amount of $4,500, the largest 
sum then ever received for a single night’s performance at 
any theatre in America. His last appearance on the Park 
stage, the scene of his greatest triumphs, was for the benefit 
of Mr. Barry, January 29th, 1833, when he played Iago to 
Mr. Forrest’s Othello, Mr. Barry personating Cassio, Mr. Clarke 
Brabantio, Mr. Placide Roderigo, Miss Clara Fisher (now Mrs. 
Maeder) Desdemona, and Mrs. Sharpe Emilia, a combination 
of excellence that has never been surpassed in America. Mr. 
Cooper appeared for the last time in New York at the 
Bowery, in the character of Marc Antony, November 24th, 
1835, though he afterward played repeatedly at the South. 
His daughter’s marriage with the son of President Tyler gave 
him a claim on the liberality of that gentleman, who ulti- 
mately provided him with a situation in the Custom House 
of New York. 

A portly old gentleman, with rubicund face and silvery 
hair, clothed in summer in an entire suit of white, with an 
eye-glass hanging jauntily from his neck, and a certain inde- 
scribable air of high breeding about him, was for several 
years, frequently observed in the neighborhood of Wall Street, 
by many who little imagined that in his person was once con- 
centrated all the matchless elegance of the tragedian Cooper. 

He died at his country residence, Bristol, Pennsylvania, 
April 21st, 1849, aged nearly 73 years. 
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Mr. Moreton, whose real name was Pollard, was a native of 
America. He had resided in England, and in India, where 
he was assistant cashier of the Calcutta Bank. An impru- 
dence not reflecting on his moral character lost him his situ- 
ation, and returning to England, he was engaged by Wignell, 
and made his first appearance on the stage at Annapolis, in . 
1798. In a short time his early good breeding and close 
study made him the first high comedian in America. Mr. 
W. B. Wood, who was familiar both with the English and 
American stage, pronounced him the best actor of easy 
comedy he had ever seen—Lewis, the prince of Vapids, alone 
excepted. In youthful tragedy, previous to the arrival of 
Cooper, he was also unapproached. This was his only visit 
to New York, his theatrical career being a brief one. He 
died of consumption at Philadelphia, April 2d, 1798, while 
still a young man. 

Mr. William Warren was the next most valuable member 
of the company, and the best actor of old men that our West- 
ern world had then seen. He was born in the city of Bath, 
England, in 1767. His father was a cabinet-maker, and in- 
tended him for the same trade, but disliking the business, he 
joined a strolling company, and at the age of seventeen made 
his debut as Young Norval. After many vicissitudes, he 
finally became an esteemed member of the York company, 
under Tate Wilkinson, in 1788, remaining there till he war 
engaged, in 1796, for Philadelphia, where he first appeared 
as Friar Lawrence, and Bundle in “The Waterman.” In con- 
nection with Mr. Wood and others, he was long a manager of 
the Philadelphia Theatre, having, in 1806, married the widow 
of Wignell, whom we have alluded to as Mrs. Merry. After 
a long career of prosperity, his latter days were clouded by 
misfortune, and he retired from the management of the 
Chestnut Street Theatre, on the 31st, of December, 1829. In 
November, 1831, he played an engagement at that establish- 
ment, making his last appearance on the stage as Sir Robert 
Bramble, on the 25th, of that month, giving melancholy evi- 
dences of decay, both mental and physical. He died at Bal- 
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timore, October 19th, 1832, aged 66 years, surviving his old 
friend and partner, Jefferson, but a few weeks. 

A distinguished critic, in 1812, remarked of him, that “he 
was the only stock actor in America who would be able to 
maintain in any theatre in Britain the same rank that he 
held here.” His private character as son, brother, husband, 
father and friend, was such as to command universal esteem. 
His children, who have attempted the stage with success, 
were Hester, (subsequently Mrs. Willis and Mrs. Proctor, now 
deceased) Annie, (Mrs. D. Marble) Mary Ann, (Mrs. J. B. 
Rice) and a son, William Warren, Jr., the long popular come- 
dian at Boston. 

In the ballet, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Byrne were the most dis- 
tinguished dancers yet seen in America, and had been em- 
inent on the boards of Covent Garden, where the former had 
made his debut in 1786. They were not appreciated in 
‘America, and soon after returned to England, where Mr. 
Byrne died in 1842, at the age of 75. Beyond the character 
of the profession in which they were engaged, there was 
nothing in their course of life to distinguish them from the 
most respectable and worthy members of the community. 

Mr. Blissett was one of the best of actors in a small part, or 
French character, and was also one of Wignell’s original en- 
gagements. As Dr. Caius, Dr. Dablancoeur, Jerry Sneak, 
Canton, Sheepface and Bagatelle, he was perfection. He re- 
turned to England in 1821, and some few years after inherited 
property on which he retired in ease and independence. 

In the afterpiece, Mr. John E. Harwood made his first ap- 
pearance on the New York stage as Gradus. Intended for 
the practice of the law, his education was of the highest ex- 
cellence, and by nature he was calculated to shine either on 
or off the boards. High comedy was his forte, but increasing 
corpulence compelled him to adopt a broader line, and he 
was perfectly at home in any character of humor. His Fal- 
staff was the best seen in America until the arrival of Cooke. 
He had first appeared at Annapolis and Philadelphia, in 
1793-94, and was afterward on the Park stage for several 
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years. His wife was Miss Bache, a granddaughter of our 
great Franklin, and her taste for extravagance, which harmo- 
nized with his own, was the cause of innumerable difficulties 
and embarrassments. To gratify the pride of her family, he 
for a while left the stage and engaged in the business of book- 
selling which his poor management rendered unprofitable. 
Mr. Harwood died at Germantown, Penn., September 21st, 
1809, aged 38 years, leaving at the time no equal in comedy 
on the American stage. 

On the 25th of August, 1797, Mr. Bernard, from London 
and Dublin, made his first appearance in America as Gold- 
finch in “The Road to Ruin,” with Mr. Warren as Old Dorn- 
bie ‘ 

John Bernard belonged to the old school of actors, and was 
the intimate associate of the most eminent men of fashion, 
wit and literature of his time. He was the son of a lieu- 
tenant in the navy,—born at Portsmouth, England, in 1756, 
and, contrary to the wishes of his family, determined on 
attempting the stage. Leaving home surreptitiously under 
an assumed name, he made his first public attempt in the 
village of Chew Magna, May, 1773, as Jafier. Connected with 
various strolling companies, through the various difficulties, 
discouragements, and embarrassments inseparable from them, 
he finally worked his way up to a prominent situation at Co- 
vent Garden, playing comedy of various grades with perfect 
success, and was the first gentleman enjoying a metropolitan 
reputation who was induced to cross the Atlantic. Mr. Wig- 
nell took him to Philadelphia, and he remained there six 
years, after which he went to Boston, where in 1806 he be- 
came joint manager with Mr. Powell. In 1807 he made his 
first bow in the Park Theatre as Lord Ogleby, and afterward 
played several temporary engagements there. He is last recol- 
lected at the Commonwealth Theatre, formerly a circus, on 
the easterly side of Broadway, corner of White Street, where 
he played in conjunction with a very brilliant company. His 
benefit and last appearance there took place December 9th, 
1813, when he personated Dashwould, in “ Know your own 
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Mind,” and Mungo, in “The Padlock.” He afterward returned 
to Europe, and died in destitute circumstances at London, No- 
vember 29, 1828, aged 72 years. His son, W. B. Bernard, born 
in America, is the author-of “The Nervous Man,” and other 
successful dramas, and edited his father’s entertaining “ Retro- 
spections of the Stage.” 


Sept. 4th, The Way to Get Married. 
Tangent .... . Mr. MorFTon. Geoffrey . . . . . Mr. FRANOIS. 
Cupt. Faulkner . . . °S COOPER. NGOs 3a" er Sa RO ‘*  BLISSETT. 
Toby Allspice. . . . ‘* Harwoon. Lady Sorrell. . . . Mra. L’Estranee. 
Caustic. . 2... ‘© WARKEN. Jalia Faulkner . =. ‘¢ Merry, 
Pasha. . . 2. we ‘6 WIGNELL. Clementina Allspice. . ‘* Francis. 
McQuery . ... . © L°ESTRANUE. Faupny. . . . «. . ‘* Doctor. 


Sept. 8th, Toward the relief of the unfortunate fufferers 
by the late dreadful fire at Albany, will be performed the tragedy 


of The Revenge. 

ZaABmR = «© 2 we we (His first appearance in New York) . . . Mr. FE NELL 
Alonzo. . 2. . . . Mr. Moreton. Manuel. . .... ‘* WIGNBLL. 
Carlos... et “© CooPpER. Leonora .... . Mrs. Merry. 
Alvarez. . 2... . ‘* WARREN. Isubella . . . .. ** HBERvey. 


Mr. James Fennell was a performer of great excellence, and 
might have enjoyed the honor of being the finest tragedian 
on the American stage, had he combined ordinary discretion 
with his great natural abilities. His height was six feet two 
inches; his face was pleasant, not handsome. He had an ex- 
cellent classic education, and, under the assumed name of Cam- 
bray, had first appeared in Edinburgh in 1787 with great suc- 
cess, but becoming involved in quarrels with his brother 
actors, he left that city for London, and played at Covent Gar- 
den, without creating much of a sensation. He finally came 
to America, and made his debut at Philadelphia in 1794, re- 
ceiving the highest encomiums of the press, and playgoers in 
general. He shone conspicuously both as Othello and Jago; 
his Glenalvon was a masterly personation, and as Zanga he 
soared beyond all competition. But he was extravagant, dis- 
sipated, and reckless, continually projecting schemes for ad- 
yancing his own interests at the expense of others’ pockets, 
repeatedly in jail, and forever disappointing managers and 
audiences. He first appeared at the Park Theatre in 1800, 
and was there again in 1802. He finally sunk into imbecility, 
and on his last appearance, in 1814, seemed to have become a 
driveling idiot. He died at Philadelphia in June, 1816, aged 


nearly 50. 
21 
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The next performance was Romeo and Juliet, on the 11th, 
with the following fine cast: 


Romeo... . . . Mr. MoRsTON. Montague. . . . . Mr. WARRELL. 
Mercutio . . . . . ‘* BERNARD. Peter. . . .. . ‘* BLtsserr. 
Benvolio . ... . ‘* Fox. Apothecary. . . . ‘* FRANOIB. 
Tybalt. . - . . ‘*f WIGneLL Juliet. . - . « Mrs, Merry, 
Friar Lawrence - « « §* WARREN, Lady Capulet oe . 43 ‘< L’ESstTRance. 
Capulet .. ‘© Mogszis. Nurse. . ‘* Hervey. 


The funeral dirge was rendered by Mrs. Oldmixon, Mrs. 
Warrell, Mrs. Warren, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Anderson, Miss Mil- 
bourne, Messrs. Darley, Warrell, Jr., L’Estrange, and others. 

Several of these performers will be met with hereafter on 
the boards of the Park or other New York theatres, and will 
then be noticed. Mrs. Warren, (the first wife of the comedian) 
the Warrell family, Mr. and Mrs. L’Estrange, and others, are 
never after heard of in New York. Mr. L’Estrange is said to 
have lived beyond the age of 80 years. 

Sept. 15th, Firft time in New York, Morton’s play, entitled: 


CoLumBus, OR A Wortp DIscoverep. 
With entirely new Scenery, Machinery, and Dreffes. 


The Prologue. . . . . . . . ©. ~. By Mr. Wicnext. 
The Mufic arranged . 2. . . . «© ©) OS) 0 Mr. Rernacie. 
The Pageant and Proceffions . . . Mr. Byrens. 


The principal part of the Scenery defigned ? 
and executed by, or under the direction of ; NEfos DE EEROU ENE: 
The Temple of theSun . . . ~ « « “ Mr. J. J. Horranp. 
The Scene of the Volcano defigned ~ 2 + “ Mr. J. Ricnarps, 
[of Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, } 


and executed by Mr. Mirsovane, 


Columbus . . . Mr. Cooper. Mofcoco. . . . Mr. Buisserr. 
Alonzo . . . 6 Moreton. Orozembo . . . ‘* Warren. , 
Harry Herbert . . 6 Wiacne ct. Telafco . . . . 3 % L’Estrancr. 
Dr. Dolores. . . ‘* Harwoon. Catalpo. . . 2.) “ )=«=6(Warrext, 
Bribon . . . . “ FRaANcis. Cora. . . . . Mrs. Merry. 
Roldan . . . . ‘“ Fox. Nelti. 2. 2. 1). 0) FRANCE. 
Valverde. . . . ‘ Darcey. 

and the Farce of The Author. 

Cadwallader. . . Mr. Bernarp. | Young Cape. . . Mr. Fenner. 
Mrs, Cadwallader . . . . [her firft appearance] . . . . Mrs. Bernarp, 


Of the artists connected with the “getting up” of the above 
drama, we have not heretofore noticed Mr. Reinagle, the mu- 
sician and composer, and joint partner with Mr. Wignell- 
He was distinguished in his profession, and for many years 
leader of the Philadelphia orchestra. His son, Hugh Rein- 
agle, was afterward an eminent artist in the scenic depart- 
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ment. The family name stands high in €uropean repute. 
Milbourne was an excellent scene-painter, brought by Wig- 
nell from England in 1792 for his theatre in Philadelphia, 
which he ornamented and furnished with scenery far sur- 
passing in merit any stage decorations then seen in the 
country. 

Mr. Holland was a fresher addition to the same depart- 
ment, and his taste, skill and industry soon rendered him 
second to none in the Union. 

Mr. Richards was a brother-in-law of Wignell, and secre- 
tary to the Royal Academy of London. He furnished the 
model of the Chestnut Street Theatre, and presented to the 
managers a beautiful drop-curtain and several fine scenes. 

Of the performers, Mr. William Francis is mentioned in 
Theatrical Biography as being unknown, until connected 
with Wignell’s company, but that he had been in early life 
a dancer. Perhaps he had appeared in that capacity on the 
John Street stage in 1773, a dancer of that name having 
then been there. He was now an excellent representative of 
bluff and blustering old men and other comic parts, and still 
occasionally joined the dance. In Philadelphia, he was a 
member of the stage for more than thirty years, and his 
dancing academy was long the most fashionable in the city. 
He last played in New York in 1812. He retired from the 
profession in 1826, and died of gout, the same year, at his 
residence in Philadelphia, aged 69 years. 

Dunlap speaks of Mrs. Francis as always respectable in 
her profession, and in private life a model of cheerful benev- 
olence. Having no children, Mr. and Mrs. Francis adopted 
and educated several orphans who lived to attest their pa- 
rental care and beneficence. The forte of Mrs. Francis was 
in old women, and in certain characters of broad humor, 
such as Clementina Allspice, Sally Downright, Mrs. Candour, 
Nelly, (No Song) Beatrice, (Anatomist) &c., in which at the 
time she was unsurpassed. She was for many years on the 
Philadelphia stage, but we believe never re-appeared in New 
York. She died of' paralysis, in 1834, at the age of 68. 
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Mr. Fox had been brought up as an engraver, was still 
quite young, and had both vocal and histrionic abilities. He 
will be found in New York again, in 1799, on the Park stage. 

Mr. Darley, a favorite vocal performer both in England and 
America, had been bred a buckle-maker in Birmingham, but 
his uncommon sweetness and power of voice induced him to 
appear in public, first as a concert singer and then on the 
stage of that city, whence he was transferred to the boards of 
Covent Garden, London, where he succeeded Charles Ban- 
nister in several of his most favorite vocal characters. He 
came with Wignell to America in 1792, and after an agree- 
able sojourn of some ten years, returned to England, and re- 
appeared professionally, but finally renounced the stage and 
for many years was the host of a popular place of public 
entertainment. He died in 1819, aged 66 years. His son, 
Mr. John Darley, will hereafter be met with as a prominent 
and esteemed member of the profession. 

In the afterpiece of “The Author,” Mrs. Bernard (formerly 
Miss Fisher) made her first appearance in the amusing char- 
acter of Mrs. Cadwallader. She was the second wife of her 
husband, married in 1795, and died in Boston, 1805, scarcely 
known to the playgoers of New York. 

Sept. 22d, was performed the comedy of the “Country Girl,” 
Harcourt and Peggy, by Mr. and Mrs. Marshall; with the 
operetta of “Rosina,” Belville and Rosina, by Mr. and Mrs. 
Marshall, their first appearance in New York. This couple 
also came over in 1792, and were both valuable in their re- 
spective lines. Mr. Marshall was the leading singer, and also 
played fops and Frenchmen. He had been well known at 
Covent Garden as the successor of Wewitzer in his French 
parts. He returned to England in 1801, became totally blind, 
received an annuity from the theatrical fund for several 
years, and died in 1819. Mrs. Marshall was admired for her 
skill in singing, as well as for personal beauty. She was also 
a great favorite as a genteel comedienne, and as the repre. 
sentative of boys and romps. She was originally a Miss Webb, 
and after revisiting England, and an unhappy separation froma 


oe 


RECORDS of THE NEW YoRK s#aci. 168 


her husband, contracted # second marriag’ with a Mr. Wil- 
mot, by whose name she afterward appeared in New York. 
Next to Mrs. Merry, she was the most admired lady in Wig- 
nell’s company. 


Sept. 25th, The Merehant of Venice. 
Shylock. . . 2. . . Mr, Coopes. Tubal. . . 2... Mr. BL'ssert. 
Duke . . 2... ss Morais Oid Gobbo . . . . =‘ FRancts. 
assanio ‘* Moreton Launcelot ‘* Harwoop 
Abtonio. . . .. . ‘6 6LWWARRREN Portia . . . ee Mre. Merny 
Gratiano ..... ‘6 6BEBNARD Neriss&® . . . « e ‘6 FRANCIB. 
Lorenzo . ... .- MARSAALL. Jessica . «1 8 <6 Wanee_ty. 


Sept. 27th, Mr. Hardinge’ name appeared, cast to the part 
of Ralph, in “Lock and Key.” He was the general repre- 
sentative of Irishmen and old men, afterward well known in 
Philadelphia. His wife was also a pleasing member of the 


Sept. 29th, Othello. 
Othello. . . ... Mr. FENNBLUL. Duke. .... Mr. L’EstTRanae. 
Iago ww eet ‘6 Warren. Brabantio . .. . ‘ Moras. 
Cassin. . 2. we ‘¢  MorRgTon. Desdemons - . « - Mrs. Minay: 
Roderigo .... . ‘© BERNARD. Enelia § ‘6 FRANOIS. 


Oa. 2d, “ Henry 4th.” Falftaff, Mx. Harwood. 

Oct. 9th, Mr. Bernard played Ruétekin, in “Robin Hoad ;” 
and on the 12th, Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy of “ Wives as they 
Were, and Maids as they Are,” was performed for the first 
time in America. Cast not given. 


Oct. 16th, For the benefit of the Diftrefled Sufferers (by 
yellow fever) i in Philadelphia, 
Every One has his Fault. 


Sir Robert Ramble . . Mr. Bzrnarp. Edward. .... Mrs. MaRSHALL. 
Lerd Norlasd. . . . ‘* Cooper. Lady Elinor Irwin. Mrnrey. 
Capt. Irwin . . . . ‘§ FENNELL. Miss Spioster . . . ‘“ FRANcIs. 
sPlacid . . «© 26 © «+ ‘¢ Moreton. Mrs. Placid ~ .« « * OLDMIXON. 
Solus ..... . ‘© HARWOoOOD Miss Wooburn. . Harpinaer, 


Nov. lst, Mrs. Marshall played Rosaléad, in “ “As You Like 
It,” with Mr. Bernard’s Touchstone ; and, on the 17th, “A Cure 
for the Heartache” was performed for the first time in Amer- 
iea. Cast not given. 

Nov. 22d, Messrs. Cooper and Bernerd took a benefit, when 
the former personated Hamlet, with Mrs. Marshall as Ophelia, 
and Mrs. Merry as the Queen. 

Nov. 25th. Mr, Fennell and Mrs. Merry’s night. “The 
Orphan,” Mrs, Merry as Monimia, Warren as Acasto, Cooper as 
Chamont, Marshall as Polydore, and Fennell as Castalio. 

Nov. 27th. Probably last night of the season. Mrs. Old- 
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mixon gave a grand concert for her benefit, combining the 
musical powers of Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marshall, Miss Broadhurst, Mrs. Warren and Mrs. Oldmixon. 
Mr. Reinagle presided at the piano-forte, and Mr. Gilling- 
ham, afterward of the Park Theatre, led the orchestra. The 
daughters of the latter, Miss Louisa Gillingham and Mrs. 
Emma Gillingham Bostwick, will be remembered as very 
charming concert-singers, and members of the choir in the 
Church of the Ascension. 

Mrs. Oldmixon at this time was the most brilliant and sci- 
entific vocalist in America. She had neither youth nor per- 
sonal beauty to recommend her; in fact, a peculiar twist in 
the position of her mouth gave her face almost a ludicrous 
appearance; but she possessed great skill as a comic actress, 
a remarkably fine voice, and a thorough musical education, 
and, with these aids, ranked as one of the most popular artistes 
of the time. She was a favorite on the London stage as Miss 
George as early as 1785, where she was the original Wovski 
in “Inkle and Yarico.” She married Sir John Oldmixon, a 
noted beau of Bath, from whon, it is said, Mrs. Cowley drew 
her celebrated character of Lord Sparkle, in “Which is the 
Man ?” She played chambermaids and country girls with very 
great spirit and effect, and in one line of old women, the dash- 
ing, fashionable dowager, eclipsed all contemporary effort. 
Although younger and fairer singers were more pleasing to 
the multitude, the critics of the day awarded her a position as 
a songstress in advance of every one before heard here. She 
made her first appearance in America with Wignell’s company, 
in 1793, and first appeared at the Park Theatre, as Mrs. Can- 
dour, Dec. 3d, 1798. Mrs. Oldmixon was on the New York 
stage, at different periods, until 1814, and after that time re- 
sided principally at Philadelphia or Germantown, where she 
kept a seminary for young ladies, and where she finally died 
at an advanced age, in the winter of 1835-6. 

This was the only visit to New York of Wignell and Rein- 
agle’s company. Mr. Morris, one of its members, who had 
played here in 1759, now made his last appearance. 
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A new theatre had been erected in New York, and a promise 
made to have it in readiness for the fall season of 1797, which 
was not fulfilled. The John Street Theatre was therefore re- 
opened on the 11th of December, 1797, with the following 
announcement: 

“©The Managers of the Old American Company refpectfully 
acquaint the Public in general that performances will commence 
this evening. Impelled once more to appear in the old Theatre, 
they feel it neceffary to give an affurance that the moft careful 
examination of the building has been attended to, and the houfe 
newly decorated, fo as to make it an object worthy general pat- 
ronage, until the New Theatre is ready for their reception.” 

“The Young Quaker,” and “The Purse,” were performed 
with their usual casts. 

Dec. 13th. Mr. J. Simpson, frem the Dublin and Boston 
theatres, made his first appearance in New York as Old 
Hardy, in “The Belle’s Stratagem,” the same part in which 
he had made his American début at Boston, December 26th, 
1796. He was an actor of old men and Irish characters, from 
which latter circumstance he gained the souwbriquet of “Irish” 
Simpson. He was last on the Park stage in 1801, and died 
soon after. He must not be confounded with Edmund Simp- 
son, afterward manager of the Park Theatre. 

Dec. 15th. In the afterpiece of the “ Adopted Child,” his 
step-daughter, Miss Ellen Westray, made her first appearance 
in New York as Clara. Radiant with youth and beauty, easy 
and graceful in her deportment, with a soft, musical voice, and 
an exuberance of natural, artless gayety, she soon won every 
heart. She became Mrs. John Darley in 1801, and, with the 
exception of a season or two at Boston, remained on the New 
York stage, enjoying unbounded favor, till she removed to 
Philadelphia in 1819, where she continued until her retire- 
ment, about the year 1832, playing once, during that period, 
a brilliant star engagement at the Chatham Garden Theatre. 
In coquettish comedy ladies, Mrs. Darley was extremely 
happy; her refinement of manner and propriety of dress 
always lent additional attraction to her assumptions of 
fashionable social life, but her greatest excellence was 
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found in the gentler heroines of tragedy, er the pathetic 
characters of the domestic drama. Ophelia, Desdemona, 
Jessy Oatiand, and Cicely Homespun, were perfect in her 
hands, and, as a vocalist, she could warble the music of 
her day with great sweetness and expression. Mrs. Darley 
died in Philadelphia in 1848, at the age of 69, as deeply 
regretted as she had been wpropeaeut life respected and 
admired. 

Dec. 16th. “The Suspicious Husband” was announced with 
the first appearance in New York of Mr. Chalmers, from the 
Philadelphia Theatre, as Ranger, and the first appearance in 
two years of Mr. Hogg, as Jack Meggolt. Chalmers had been 
engaged by Wignell as a first-class light comedian, (a position 
he had filled in Europe),but he soon became idle and care- 
less, and lost rank in the estimation of the audience. He then 
transferred himself to New York, where, though capable of 
making himself a favorite, his engagement was ended for 
waut of attention to his business. He returned to England 
in 1805, and died at Worcester of apoplexy, August 22d, 1810, 
having been found speechless in the street. 

Dec. 18th. Hodgkinson and Mrs. Melmoth appeared in 
“The Carmelite,” and Master Stockwell as Tom Thumb. 


Dec. 20th, Love in a Village ; 
Hawthorn. ... . Mr. Hopcxinson. Rosetta. . . . . Mrs. HopGKINson. 
Young Meadows. . . ** Tr Lucinda . - » « Miss ER. Westear. 
Jus'ice Weodcock . . ‘* Simpson. Mra, gia . . . Mrs. Brett. 
Hodge . . ‘¢ HALLAM. SEYMOUR. 


Mad 
with a farce, never performed here, entitled 


A Good Spec—Land in the Moon ! 


Bep Bunker ... . - MARTIN. Slapdash. . . . . Mr. PRiGMORE. 


Otd Bunker ... . me TYLER. Miss bubble. . . . Miss J. Wastrar. 
Qld Sper. . . . ‘¢ JOHNSON. (her first appearance.) 

Charles Modish . . . 3 ‘* Hatuam, Je. MissGib. 2. . . Mrs. Brrr’. 
Jasper Lunge. . . . ‘* JEPFERSON. Miss Prattle. . . . ‘* COLLINSs 
Binader Bubble . . . ‘* Simpson. Betty. . . .. . Mies Harping. 


Miss Juliana Westray was the elder sister of Miss Ellen 
Westray, and though generally ranking a shade lower in 
point of merit, was nevertheless a good and versatile actress, 
giving her principal attention at this time to comedy ofa 
bolder or coarser eharacter. In later life she displayed 
marked ability in many of the first characters of tragedy, for 
which she was better fitted than for the gay, airy, elegant, 
rattling heroines of comedy. On the 80th of January, 1804, 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 169° 


she married Mr. W. B. Wood, afterward for many years mana- 
ger of the Philadelphia Theatre, and was perhaps somewhat 
indebted to her husband’s position for her long-retained situ- 
ation of leading actress there. After an extended career of 
rarely equaled approbation, Mrs. Wood died in Philadelphia, 
November 12th, 1836, aged 58 years. 

Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Darley, both by their talents and 
virtues, occupy & very prominent position in American theat- 
rical history, and though almost forgotten in New York, must 
still be remembered with respect and affection by many 
citizens of Philadelphia. A younger sister, Miss E. A. West- 
ray, was afterward Mrs. Villiers and Mrs. Twaits. 


Dec. 27th, The Dramatitft ; 
Vapid . . .... Mr. CHALMERS. Peter . ... . Mr. Hoaa. 
Lord Scrateh . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Lady Waitfort. . . Mrs. Simpson. 
Enonui. . .... sc JEFFERSON. Marianne... . ‘“* Haram, 
Ploriville . ... . ‘HALLAM, Jr. Louisa . ... . ‘¢ «JOHNSON. 
and The Waterman. 
Tom Tug ..... =. (His first appearance in New York.) . . Mr. Wr.iiamson. 


Mr. Hogg, who had failed so decidedly in 1796, now formed 
an acceptable part of the company; and in the character of 
Lady Waitfort we first notice the name of Mrs. J. Stmpson, 
a good actress of middle-aged and old women, though not 
equal to her successor, Mrs. Hogg. Mrs. Simpson had been 
the wife of Anthony Westray, of London, who, dying, left 
her with three young children to support. These children 
were severally the young ladies to whom we have alluded. 
Mrs. Westray took to the stage for a livelihood, and played at 
Bath and several provincial towns, and four years after mar- 
ried Mr. Simpson, of the Theatre Royal, Dublin, with whom 
she came to Boston in 1796, where she made her first ap- 
pearance as Mrs. Rackett, in “The Belle’s Stratagem.” She 
was on the New York stage at intervals until 1809, and after- 
ward played for many years at Philadelphia, where her son- 
in-law, Wood, was manager. She died in that city at the age 
of 75, in 1832. 

Mr. Williamson (not the tragedian who had played under 
Solee) was a favorite singer, who had been at Covent Garden 
in 1795, and in Boston, with Powell’s company, 1796, and was 
now warmly applauded here in Tom Tug. 
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Dec. 29th, Firft performance by the old American Com- 
pany of orton’s capital comedy, a Cure for the Heartache. 
Old Rapid. . .. . Mr. JoHNeon. Frank Oatland . . Mr. JEFFERSON. 


rel pid. . . . ‘* Hope@xrson. Bronze... . . ‘6 -Hatiay, Jr. 
Vortex «65.4 0 “6 G ‘¢ Simpson. Heartly. . ... ‘6 6 FAWCETT. 
Sir Hubert Stanley. . ‘* Tyuze. Mise Vortex. . . . Miss J. Wustray. 
Charles Stanley . . . ‘* Marrin. Ellen Vortex . . . Mrs. HaLuaM. 
Farmer Oatland . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Jessy Oatland. . . ‘* HopgxINsow. 


It was well played throughout, though Jefferson probably 
bore the palm for highést excellence. 


Dec. 30th, Notoriety. 
Nominal . .., . . Mr. Cnanmens. at Acid. . . . Mrs. Simp 
Col. Hubbub .°. . . ‘“ Simpson. onoria. . .. . Miss E. Waerny. 
O’Whack ..... ‘“ WILLIAMsoN. Sophia Strangeways. ‘‘ J. WESTRAY. 
Jan. 1ft, 1798, Jane Shore ; 
Gloster. . .... Mr. Faworrt. Jane Shore . . . Mra. JOHNSON. 
Hastings .... . ‘¢ CHALMERS. Alicia . . .. . “  Mguuotu 
and The Highland Reel. 


Jan. sth, “At the requeft of many of his friends, Mr. 
Cooper has confented to perform one night during his vifit to 


New York.” Venice Preferved. 

Pierre . . . « « -~ Mr. Coorzr. | Jaffer. . ... Mr. HopGkINsox. 
Belvidera . ...... Mrs. MsLMora 

Jan. roth, The Earl of Effex ; 

Essex .....- Mr. aor a | 2 Queen Elisabeth . Mrs. MzLmora. 

Southampten . TYLE Countess Rutland . ‘“ Jo#NSON. 

and The Oracle ; or Daphne and Amintor. 

Amintor. . . . . . Mast. StrookweLt. | Daphne. ... . Miss Hoga. 
Mindora . .....e. Miss Harpine. 


In this little musical piece we first notice the name of Miss 
Hogg, @ young and pretty child, with considerable and well- 
trained juvenile talent. Accustomed to the stage from in- 
fancy, as she reached womanhood she became a pleasing and 
very popular actress, and though never attaining the first 
rank, her artless, unassuming personations were always wit- 
nessed with satisfaction by an audience that ever regarded 
her with peculiar affection. She possessed a fine voice, and 
sang the ballads of the day with taste and feeling. In 1804 
she married Mr. Claude,a young American actor, and last 
appeared on the Park stage, July 22, 1816, as Miss Jenny, in 
“The Provoked Husband.” 


Jan. 12th, Firft performance by this company of 
Wives as they Were, and Maids as they Are; 
Sir W. Dorillon . . . Mr. Hop@xrnson. Oliver. . . . . . Mr. Petamoas. 
Bronzely . . . . “© Camus. Mise Dorillon. . . . Mrs. Teaaeua: 


Sir Geo. Evelyn . . . ‘* WHILLIAMSON. Lady Priory . - . ‘* Hoperrmnsowm. 
Norberry -... - ‘* FAaWwoerrt. Lady Mary Raffie - - * $§ImmMPsgon. 
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and Catharine and Petruchio. 
Petruchio. . . . .. Mr. CmaLMERs. | Catharine. . ... Mre. JoHmsON. 
Jan. 13th, The Comet ; 

Pltwell . . 2... Mr. HopeGxrmson. Lady Candour'. . . Mrs. Simpson. 

SirCredulous. . . . ‘* JoHMeon. Emily ..... -« 66 6 JOHNSON. 
ee ee ee ‘“« TYLER. Jenny ...... ‘¢ HopeGxKmson. 

and Tom Thumb. 

Tom Thumb .. . . Mast. SO0cKWELL. Ghost of Old ahame - Mr. Luz. 

King Arthur. . . . Mr. JoHweon. Glumdalca .. . “ Priemons. 

LordGriszle . . . . ‘“ Jurrzeson. Queen Dollalolla. . . Mrs. Szuymoun. 

Noodle. . .... ‘© MaRriIN. Princess Huncamunca. Miss A. Baert. 
ee ee oe ae ae ‘“ Hoaa. Cleora. .. . . . Mrs. Coniina 

Merlin. . .... ‘6 TYLER. Mustachia. . ... 


ad 
This was the last performance that took place on the 
boards of the John Street Theatre—a building erected 
specially for dramatic performances, and first used for that 
purpose on the 7th of December, 1767. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
New Park Theatre, A. D. 1798—Greenwich Street Pantheon. 


H E New Theatre, as it was styled for many years— 
the Theatre, Park, as it was afterward designated by 
| its managers—or the Park Theatre, as more commonly 

called by the public, stood in Park Row, about two hundred 
feet east of Ann Street, and nearly opposite the present 

fountain, on lots now numbered 21, 23 and 285. 

It occupied a space of eighty feet front by one hundred 
and sixty-five feet deep, running through to Theatre Alley in 
the rear, where 8 wing was attached. 

It was one of the most substantial buildings ever erected 
in New York, and though externally devoid of architectural 
pretension, was in its interior harmoniously proportioned and 
admirably well adapted for the purposes of sight and sound. 

The plans for its construction were originally furnished by 
Marc Isambard Brunel, the celebrated French engineer and 
builder of the Thames Tunnel, who, during the stormy days 
of the French Revolution, was an exile in America. 

It is doubtful if they were ever carried out—that for the 
_ exterior, which included a range of fluted pilasters by way of 

ornament, certainly was not, and for many years the front 
wall remained Nperechy plain and barn-like in appearance.! 


1 Beamish, the biographer of Brunel, says: ‘‘ However fit the designs of this theatre may 
have been to exhibit an unusual amount of talent and resource, and to whatever extent the 
execation of them may have served as an introduction to more general architectural practice, 
the work failed to procure Brunel any direct peouniary benefit. Unfortunately this’ building 
was burnt down in 1821, and there remain no authenticated drawings to show rT epee 
of its construction.” The building, when burnt, had none of its original peculiarities, having 
been entirely remodeled by Mr. olland, in 1806. 
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An engraving of the original design may be seen in the 
New York Directory for 1796. 

The Park Theatre was first projected in the year 1795, and 
was intended to be ready for occupation in October, 1797. Its 
estimated cost was raised by a subscription of one hundred 
and thirteen shares of $375 each, making the sum of $42,375. 
Its actual cost, owing to the inexperience and mismanagement 
of its builders, amounted to more than $130,000. After several 
years profitless ownership, the original proprietors parted with 
_ it to Messrs. Beekman and Astor, who held it until its destruc- 
tion, in 1848. Its first lessees were John Hodgkinson and 
William Dunlap, who opened it to the public, in an unfinished 
state, on the 29th of January, 1798. The nights of performance 
at this period were Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Satur- 
days. Mr. Hodgkinson was stage manager; Mr. Dunlap, treas- 
urer; Mr. Falconer, box-office keeper; Mr. Hughes, prompter ; 
Messrs. Ciceri and Audin, scene-painters; and Mr. Hewitt, 
leader of the orchestra, which consisted of Messrs. Pellesier, 
Gilfert, Everdell, Nicolai, Samo, Ulshoeffer, Henri, Lilrecheki, 
Dupuy, Nicolai, Jr., Adet, Hoffman and Dangle. 

One of these musicians was the father of a gentleman of 
spotless integrity, who has occupied with distinction a high 
judicial position, and the descendants of several are numbered 
among our most respected citizens. 


NEW THEATRE. 


The Public is refpectfully informed the New Theatre will open 
THIS EVENING, 
Monday, January 29th, 1798, 
With an Occasionat Apprgss, to be delivered by 


MR. HODGKINSON. 
And a Prelude, written by Mr. Milne, called 


ALL IN A BUSTLE; 
Or, the New House. 


THE CHARACTERS BY THE COMPANY. 


¢ 
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After which will be prefented Shakfpeare’s Comedy of 
AS YOU LIKE IT. 


Jacques. . . . Mr. Hopcxinson. La Beau . . . Mr. Hatram, Jr. 
Touchftone. . . ‘ HaArram. Corin. . . . ‘ Simpson. 
Orlando. . . . “© Martin, William . . . ‘* JuFFERsoNn. 
Banifhed Duke. . “ Tyrer. Sylvius . 2. . . S Murcer. 
Ufurping Duke . ‘ Fawcett. Jacques de Bois . “ Sxymour. 
Adam . . . . ‘“ JoHNson. Rofalind . . . Mrs. Jounson. 
Amiens . .  “  Pricmore. Celia . . . . Mifs Broannurst. 
Oliver . . . . 3 “* Hose. Phoebe. . . . Mrs. Corrins. 
Charles . . . . “ Lex. Audrey. . . . “© Bagrrt. 


To which will be added a Musica, ENTERTAINMENT, Called 
THE PURSE; orn AMERICAN TAR. 


Will Steady . . Mr. Hopcxinson. Page. . . . . Maft. Stocxwart, 
Edmund. . . . ‘* Tyver. Sally. . . . . Mrs. Hopcxinson. 


Places for the boxes will be let every day at the Old office in 
John Street, by Mr. Falconer, from ten to one, and on the PLay 
Day, from three to four in the afternoon. 


Tickets are alfo to be had at the above office, any time pre- 
vious to Monday, four o’clock, after which they muft be applied 
for at the New THEATRE. 


Gentlemen are particularly requefted to purchafe tickets at the 
offices, the Doorkeepers being prohibited in the ftri€teft manner 
from receiving any money, and a difcharge from their fituations 
being the certain confequence of a deviation from this rule. 


Subfcribers will be made acquainted with the mode adopted 
for their admiffion by application to the Box-office. 

No name can be regiftered on the Box-book unlefs certificates 
for the number of feats wanted are taken at the time of applica- 
tion. 

The offenfive practice to ladies, and dangerous to the houfe, 
of fmoking fegars during the performance, it is hoped, every 
gentleman will confent to an abfolute prohibition of. 

Ladies and gentlemen will pleafe to direct their fervants to fet 
down with their horfes’ heads towards the New Brick MEETING, 
and take up with their horfes’ heads toward BRoaDWay. 

The future regulations refpecting the taking of feats will be 
placed in the Box-office for general information. 

Bagy> The doors will be opened at Five, and the curtain drawn 
up at quarter-paft Six. 

Ladies and Gentlemen are requefted to be particular in fending 
fervants early to keep boxes. 


Boxes, 8s. Pit, 6s. Gallery, 4s. 
VivaTr REsPuBLICA. 


8 
RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 175 


The opening address was from the pen of Elihu Hubbard 
Smith. 

Dunlap’s History informs us that the amount received for 
admission on this occasion was $1,232, and such was the pres- 
sure of the crowd that many slipped in without tickets. 

The receipts for the next night fell to $513, and on the 
third to $265, and for the succeeding week averaged only 
$333 each evening. 

The Daily Advertiser of January 31st contained the follow- 
ing editorial : | 

“Qn Monday evening laft, the New Theatre was opened to 
the moft overflowing houfe that was ever witneffed in this city. 
ys Je the Commiffioners have been conftrained to open it in 
an unfinifhed state, it ftill gave high fatisfaction. 

“ The effential requifites of hearing and feeing have been hap- 
pily attained. We do not remember to have been in any Theatre 
where the view of the ftage is fo complete from all parts of the 
houfe, or where the actors are heard with fuch diftin@tnefs. The 
houfe is made to contain about 2,000 perfons. The audience 
part, though wanting in thofe brilliant decorations which the 
artifts have defigned for it, yet exhibited a neatnefs and fimplicity 
which were highly agreeable. The ftage was everything that 
could be wifhed. The fcenery was executed in a moft mafterly 
ftyle. The extenfivenefs of the fcale upon which the scenes are 
executed, the correctnefs of the defigns, and the elegance of the 
painting, prefented the moft beautiful views which the imagina- 
tion can conceive. The scenery was of itfelf worth a vifit to 
the theatre. 

“« The company are known to the public, and they played with 
great fpirit. We indeed think it the beft company of comedians 
which has yet appeard on the boards of any Theatre in this place, 
and we prefume they will this feafon receive an uncommon fhare 
of public patronage. 

‘“¢ Great credit is due to the Mefirs. Mangins,' who were the 
architects of the houfe, for their fkilful and commodious arrange- 
ments, and too much cannot be faid for the fcience of Mr. Ciceri 
as the machinift, and for his tafte as fcene-painter. “They are 
rie who would do honor to any country, and a great acqui- 
ition.” 


The corner-stone of this theatre was taken uninjured from 
the ruins after its conflagration, and is carefully preserved at 


1 Mons. Brunel is not here even mentioned. 
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Windust’s restaurant, in Ann Street. The following was the 
inscription : 
“The CorNER-STONE of this THEATRE 
was laid on the 5th day of May, A.D. 1795. 2 
Jacos Morron, 


CaRLISLE POLLock, Committee. 
WILLIAM HENDERSON. 

Lewis HaALiam, M 99 
Joun Hopckinson, \ aac 


Mr. Hallam, it will be remembered, had retired from the 
management previous to the opening of the house, and never 
had a voice in its direction. 

On the next play night—January 31st—Milne’s prelude was 
repeated, with Sheridan’s comedy of the “School for Scan- 
dal,” thus cast: 


Sir Peter Teazle . . . Mr. Haram. Moses... . . « Mr. JEYFeRson. 
Sir Oliver Surface . . ‘‘ SIMPSON. Snake. ..... ‘* =Hoaa. 
Joseph. . . . . . ‘“* TYLER. Trip . . . . . . ‘“* MaLugr. 
Charles . . . . .  * Hopakingon. Lady Teazle. . . . Mrs. HALiam. 
Sir Benjamin. . . . ‘* Marrin. Lady Sneerwell. . . ‘* Trier. 
Crabtree . . . « §** JOHNSON. Mrs. Candour . . . ‘“* Bnrerr. 
Careless... . . ‘** Seymour. Maria . . . * Srrmour. 
Rowley. . ..- - ‘* WooLts. 


Messrs. Hallam and Woolls were the only members of the 
company who were connected with it at the opening of the 
John Street Theatre, in 1767. 

Monday, February 5th, Mrs. Melmoth made her first ap- 
pearance as Queen Elizabeth, in the “ Earl of Essex.” 


Feb. 14th, The Spanifh Barber. 
Count Almaviva. . . Mr. Tyser. Argus. ... . Mr. MARTIN. 
Lazarillo . . . . . ‘* HopGKINsON Tallboby . . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Doct. Bartolo. . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Notary. . . . . “ Hoaa, 
Basil . . . . « | ‘* PRIGMORE. Rosina. . . . . . Mra. Hop@xinson. 
Recitation—‘‘ Alexander’s Feast” . . . . . =. - ~. ~~ Mra. Maiworn. 
a ‘*The Mirror” (Written by Mr. Milne]. . . . Mrs. Joumson. 
and Daphne and Amintor, 


By Miss Harpina, Miss Hoaa, and Master STooKWELL. 


Feb. 16th, The Earl of Warwick. 


Warwick . . . . . Mr. Honaoxinson. Buckingham. . . . Mr. MILurr. 
King Edward . ‘© TYLER. Margaret of Anjou. . Mrs. MrLmuorna. 
Pembroke . . . . ** Alatvam, JR. Lady Elizabeth Grey . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Suffolk . .. . . “ MARTIN, , Lady Clifford . . . ‘* Tyuper. 
Feb. arft, The Man of Fortitude. 

Sir Bertrand . . . . Mr. CHALMERS. Jacques . .. . . Mr. Fawortr. 
Carlos... . . . ‘ JEFFERSON. Peasant . . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Velasco... . . ‘f WILLIAMSON, Spectre . . . . . ‘* Hopnaxrnson. 
Sancho. . . . . ,», ‘* MARTIN. Captive . . . . . Mrs. Jounnaon. 
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Mr. Cooper and the managers of the Philadelphia Theatre 
(to whom his agreement bound him for nearly two unexpired 
years) being openly at variance, the former entered into an 
engagement with Messrs. Hodgkinson and Dunlap for his ap- 
pearance in New York, which was heralded by the following 
announcement : 


“Mr. Cooper, by certain unforefeen circumftances, being 
prevented from the future exercife of his profeflion, for nearly 
the term of two years, unlefs he pays the penalty of his article 
to Mefirs. Wignell and Reinagle; the managers of this theatre 
propofe to appropriate this his firft night’s performance toward 
the difcharge of the fame.” 


Feb. 28th, Hamlet. 

Hamlet. . . . . «.' . [His firft appearance here] . . . Mr. Coopgr. 
King. . . . . Mr. Fawcett. 1ft Gravedigger . Mr. Pricmorz. 
Polonius. . . . ‘ JOHNSON. Player King . . “% Tear. 
Laertes . . . . ‘6 Haram, Jr. Ghoft . . . . “ Haram. 
Horatio. . . . © Martin. Bernardo . . . ‘* Seymour. 
Ofrick . . . . “ JEFFERSON. Ophelia. . . . Mrs, Hopcxinson. 
Rofencrantz . . * Hoaa. Queen . . . . ‘© Metmorn. 
Guildenfflern . . “ Miurrzr. Player Queen. . “© Brett. . 


The young actor was received with enthusiasm. The re- 
ceipts of the evening amounted to $895. The penalty in his 
bond to Wignell and Reinagle, £500 sterling, was made up 
by his New York friends, and he became a member of the 
New York company. His second appearance was on the 2d 
of March, in King John. 


King John . . . . Mr. Coopsr. Prince Arthur . . . Miss Harpina. 
Hoc rnse: - - « ‘“* HODGKINSON. Constance. . . . . Mrs. Me.tuorta. 
Hubert. ~ . . * HaLbaM. Queen Elinor . . . ‘* Simpson. 
King Philip. . . . ‘“* Tyumr. Lady eee - ‘© Brerr, 
Dauphin. . . ¢  MaRtTIN. Blanche . . . Miss E. Wasrray. 
March oth, Romeo and Juliet. 

Romeo . . . . . Mr. Cooper. Prince. . . . . Myr. Hauam, Jr. 
Mercutio. . . . . =‘ HALtam. Friar Lawrence. . .  “ TYLER. 
penvous 2 oe © « =) Sf MARTIN, Peter. . . . . . “ JBPFERSON. 

~ . « » . ** Hoga. Apothecary . . . . ‘ JOHNSON. 
Copales - . - « . * Faworrr. Juliet. . - . « Mrs, JOHNSON. 
pene: . . «. « “© PRiamoRE. Lady Capulet . . . ‘ Simpson. 

‘4 MILLER. Nurse. : - © Brere, 


"March 19th. Mr. Chalmers’ benefit and laft appearance. 
The Road to Ruin. 


Goldfinch. . . . . Mr. CHALMERS. Silky... . . Mr. JErrmrson. 
Old Dornton. . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Widow Warren . . « Mrs. Simpson. 
Harry Dornton . . . ‘ Coopmr. Sophia... . . ‘* HAaLtram. 


Recitations and Songs, by Messrs. CHALMERS, HODGKINSON, WILLIAMSON, 
Mrs. MeLMots, Mrs. JOHNSON, Miss Broapnurst, &c., 


and Harlequin’s Vagaries. 
Olewn ........ —— . Mr. Jerrerson. 
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March 23d. Firft time, Morton’s drama of Zorinfki. 


Zorinski . . . . . Mr. Cooper. Witzki. . . . . . Mr. JErvznson. 
Cassimir. . . . . ‘“ TYLER. O’Carrough . . . . ‘* Sm«pson. 
Rodomsko .. . . ‘* HALLAM. Rosolia . . . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Zarno. . . . . .  ‘** HODGKINSON, Winifred. . . . . ‘** =HopDGKmNson. 
Radgano.. . ‘6 MARTIN. Rachel. . . . . . Miss BroapHurst. 
March 28th, Douglas. ° 
Young Norval . . . Mr. Cooprr. Glenalvon . . « Mr. HAapam. 
Old Norval . . » ** Hopa@krnson. Lady Randolph . . Mrs. MeLmora. 
Lord Randolph . - .  Pruer. Apna. . Mise J. WesTRay. 
March 30th. Never performed, Dunlap’s tragedy, entitled 
Andre. 
Andre. . . . « Mr. HopGxkInson. British Officer . . . Mr. Hoge. 
Gen. Washington . . ‘ HALLAM. American Officer . . MILLER. 
Bland. . - « ' Coopmr. Mrs. Bland ... . Mrs. MELMOTR. 
McDonald. . . . . ‘** TYLee. Honora... . ‘¢ JOHNSON. 
Melville . . . . © ‘* WHLLIAMSON. Children Miss Hoea. 
Seward .... ‘© MARTIN. ea a te Mast. SrooK WELL. 


It was repeated a few times, and afterward pierre 
and called “The Glory of Columbia—her Yeomanry,” still 
occasionally performed at the minor theatres, In April, Mr. 
Cooper appeared as Lord Hastings, in “Jane Shore.” A new 
comedy, never performed, was produced, under the title of 
“The Lad of Spirit, or the Fool of Fashion.” Also, a play 
called “Joan of Arc,” written by Mr. Burke; and Madame 
Gardie re-appeared in several fascinating dances. On the 30th 
of April Mr. Simpson, took his benefit, bringing out, for the 
first time, O’Keefe’s comedy of the “London Hermit.” 


Tully . . . . . +. Mr. Simpson. Natty Maggs. . . . Mr. HAtram, Jr. 
Young Pranks . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Barebones. . . . . ‘* MARTIN. 
Old Pranks . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Poz. . . ... . “ FAawoEr?, 
Peregrine . . . . ‘%* WILLIAMSON. John Gram ... . ‘* Woots. 
Whimmy. .. . . ‘* PrRigmMoRR. Diana. . . . . . Miss E. Wesrray. 
Barleycorn. . . . ‘* Hoag. Mrs. Maggs . . . . Mrs, SIMPSON. 
TobyThatch. . . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Kitty Barleycorn . . ‘* HODGKINSON. 
May 2d. Mrs. Johnfon’s benefit. The Weft Indian. 
Major O'Flaherty .. . . . . . (Firat time) ... . . . Mr. Hop@Kiwson. 
Belcour . . . . . Mr. Cooper. Lady Rusport . » . Mrs. Simpson. 
Stockwell . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Charlotte Rusport . . ‘* HAtLiam. 
Variand . . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Louisa Dudley. . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
‘‘Satan’s Address tothe Sun” . . . . . +. Mrs. Me.morg. 


and, firft time here, a farce by Andrew Franklin, called 
The Wandering Jew; or, Love’s Mafquerade. 


Sir Sol. Swallow. . . Mr. Jounson. | Lady Swallow . . . Mrs. Simpson. 
Major Atall . . . . ‘* Martin. , Camilla... . . * JOHNSON. 
Capt.Marall. . . . ‘* WuItLramson. Lydia. . . . . . Miss Broapsorst. 
Toby . . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. | Susan. . . - « Mrs. CoLLns. 


May 4th.  Mefirs. Martin and Hallam, Jr s, benefit. 
Love Makes a Man; 


Carlos. . . . . . Mr. HopGEINson. Monsieur . . . . . Mr. Marr. 
Claudio... . . ‘** HALLAM, Louisa. . . . . . Mrs. Matuors. 
Lewis. . . . . . £=‘** SIMPSON. Elvira... . . . ‘** Hanbnam. 
Duart. ... . . ‘* Hatuam, JR. Angelina. . . . . “ JOHNSON. 


and Selima and Azor. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. — 179 


May 12th. r. Jefferfon’s benefit. 
Firft time here, a ia by M. P. Andrews, entitled 


The Myfteries of the Caftle ; 


Hilario ..... Mr. HODGKINSON. Valoury ... . Mr. S1Mpson. 
Carlon. . . ... CooPER. Bernardo... . . ‘* Hoga. 
Fractioso. . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Fisherman .. .. ‘** Woo.L.s. 
Count Montoni . . . ‘* Hanan, JR. Julia. - » + e Mrs, JOHNSON. 
Montauban . . . . ‘* TYLER. Constantia... . ‘** Szxymour. 
Cloddy. . . . . . ‘* JEvPERSON. Annette . . . . . =‘ HopG@KINSoON. 
and Ways and Means. 

May 14th. Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. 

Never acted here, Jephfon’s tragedy, The Count of Narbonne. 

Countess . é - » Mra, MELMOTH. 


‘*The Portrait Patoiee” en ree Sea by Mr. Mitng, with Sketches of a Bean, 
a Belle, a Miser, an Epicure, a Real Fine Lady, &c.—to be delivered by Mrs. MELMOTH. 


May 25th. Mr. Hallam’s benefit. The New Peerage ; 


ear hiahead gt ak oe 78 Mr. HAtiaM. | Lady Charlotte. . . Mrs. Mz.muorg. 
ee ee HODGKINSON. Miss Harley... . HALLAM. 
and, The Mifer. 
Lovegold . . Myr. HAauaM. 
June rift. Mrs. Hodgkinfon’ s ‘Benefit. 


Never performed here, a drama by M. G. Lewis, entitled 
The Caftle Spectre. — 


Earl Osrmaond = - «C«w:~Ci«s’sCMMr.. HOODGKINGON. Hassan... . . Mr. Ty Ler. 
Reginald. . . . . = ‘** HALLAM. Kenric. . . . . . =‘ Haubam, Jr. 
Percy. - « « ‘*€ Martin. Angela. . . . . Mrs. HopG@kinson. 
Father Philip . « . ‘© JoHNson. Eveling . . . . . “ HALLAM. 
Motley. . . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Alice . .. . ‘* SIMPSON. 


The play ¥ was 3 long a popular one, but, fortunately, has for 
many years been forgotten. 

June 4th. Benefit of Mrs. Brett and Mrs. Seymour. 

A new play by Boaden, called the Italian Monk. 


Schedoni. . .. . Mr. HODGKINSON. Priest : . Mr. Hoga. 
Vivaldi . ... . CoorEr. : Elena di Rosalba . . Mrs. HopGKINson. 
Ansaldo .... . ‘* Tres. Olivia. . . . .« ‘ MgLuora. 
Spalatro . . . . . * PRIGMORB. Marchioness . . .  SIMPson. 
Paulo . . . . . . ‘** JEFFERSON. Fioresca . . . . . Miss Broapuurst. 
Carlow . ... . ‘* FAWCETT. Margaritone. . . . ‘* HARDING 
Stiletto . . . . . =‘§ WHILLTAMSON. Abbess .... . Mrs. COLLINS. 
Carvino . . . “ Martin. Gradisca. . .. . BRErt. 
June Sth. Mifs Broadhurft’s benefit. 


Firft time, a comedy by Holcroft, called “‘Knave or Not?” &c. 
June 11th. Meffrs. Hallam, Jr., and Martin’s benefit. (Sec- 


ond attempt.) Tamerlane ; 
Tamerlane . . . . Mr. HODGKINSON. Arpasia . . . . . Mrs. Me_mora. 
Bajazet . . . . . ‘* COOPER. | Selima. . . . . . ‘* HALLAM. 


and, firft time in New York, Burgoyne’s farce, called 
The Maid of the Oaks. 


Dupely . Mr. MARTIN. Hurry. . . . . . Mr. JEYFBRSON. 
Sir Harry Grovely . .  Haeam, JB. Lady Bab. . . . . Mrs, HaLuam. 

Old storey : - ‘** HALLAM. Maria. . . . . . Miss BE. Wesvmay. 
Oldworth . . - ‘© Trier. 
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June 13th. Benefit of the Miffes Weftray. 
The Deferted Daughter ; 


Joana. .... . Miss E. Wusrpay. | Sarsnet .... . Misa J. WESTRAY. 


and, firft time in New York, Mrs. Inchbald’s petit comedy, 
The Wedding Day. 

Sir Adam Contest . . Mr. JEFFERSON. |} Lady Contest. . . . Miss J. Westrar. 

This was the first performance of these young ladies that 
made a fixed impression on the mind of their manager, Dun- 
lap. 

June 26th. Mr. and Mifs Hogg’s benefit. 

The Clandeftine Marriage ; 


Lord Ogleby. . . . Mr. Hata. |} Mrs. Heidleberg. . . Mrs. Hoag. 
Occasional Address ..... . Miss Hoag. 
Masonic Song . Mr. TYLer. “| MasonicEpilogue . . Mrs. Hoga. 
and A Quarter of an Hour before Dinner. 


Tickets of Mr. Hogg, No. 22 Little Chappel Street, back of 
the College—now College place. 


This was Mrs. Hogg’s first appearance at the Park Theatre, 
and her first in New York for twenty-five years. She will be 
remembered as Miss Ann Storer, of 1767, &c. 

June 2gth. Mrs. Tyler’s laft benefit. 

‘¢She Stoops to Conquer,”’—followed by a Variegated Mafque, 
called “The Federal Oath; or, Americans, Strike Home ;”— 
written #) Anthony Pafquin, for the exclufive purpofe of ferving 
Mrs. Tyler, on her laft appearance in a public character. 

Tickets of Mrs. Tyler, at her Gardens, Greenwich—the 
prefent corner of Spring and Hudfon Streets. 

July 2d. Laft night of the Seafon—for the benefit of Madame 
Gardie, who appeals to the public for their fupport; the profits 
of her benefit being the only remuneration fhe will receive for 
her fervices—referring to the misfortune of lofing nearly the 
whole of her falary from the theatre where fhe had been engaged 
during the winter. 

In the early fall of 1798 the yellow fever prevailed in New 
York with an unprecedented violence, 2,086 deaths occurring 
from that disease in a population of little more than 50,000. 
The theatre was now under the sole management of Mr. Dun- 
lap, Mr. Hodgkinson having given up his situation both as 
manager and actor. During the recess its appearance under- 
went an entire change, being finished in the superb style 


originally intended by its proprietors. 
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Owing to the prevailing sickness, the opening was deferred 
until the 8d of December. The company was materially 
changed. Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson were engaged at Boston, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Johnson had returned to England. 

The following is a list of performers engaged for the season, 
with the weekly salary of each, according to a schedule in 
Dunlap’s History : 


Mr. HaAttaw . ....shretweetSSC(‘(‘C:;‘ $25. Mrs. OLDMIXON. . . .... . $37. 
Mr. Barret? ....... . 00. Mrs. HALLAM . . . . eels 25. 
Mr. Coopmpm . . . 26 © «© ss 25. Mrs. BARRETT . . . . 6+ e« « « 

Mr. JEFFERSON. . ...... 23. Mrs. MrLMotTu 20 
Mr. TrtgR . . . 2. se ee. 20. Mrs. Hoaa ...... . 14 
Mr. Barges .... ...6.. 00. Mrs. SkEymMour. ...... . 16. 
Mr. MasTrin. . ....... 18. Miss J. WESTRAY . . . . . es. 13. 
Mr. Hatram, Jr. . . . . . - 16. Mra. E. WestRAY . . . . .. 12. 
Mr. Hoqaa .. .....«. 18. Mrs. COLLINS . . - . - «© « « 12. 
Mr. LES: 6x Se a 12. Miss Hoga .......e. 4. 
Mr. Mintmwmk. . «wwe le 12. Mias Batgs . . .....e. 00. 
Mr. Suymoum ....... . 9. ‘ 


The amount paid to Mr. and Mrs. Barrett is not stated. It 
was probably the same as that heretofore given to Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson, viz.: $50. Neither is the salary of Mr. Bates 
mentioned. The orchestra numbered fourteen performers, and 
received $140 per week. The box-office keeper received $14, 
and the prompter $10 per week. The rent, scenery, lights, 
printing, wardrobe, properties, doorkeepers, officers and nu- 
merous incidental expenses caused the average weekly outlay 
of the establishment to reach nearly $1,200. 

Mrs. Oldmixon, it will be seen, received the highest salary. 
She engaged for the first comic singing characters, and her 
choice of serious ones—the best comic old women, and the 
best chambermaids. 

On the opening night, Mr. Cooper delivered the occasional 
address; after which the “School for Scandal” was performed, 
with the first appearance on the Park stage of Mrs. Oldmixon 
and Mr. Barrett. The cast is considerably varied from the 
preceding season : 


Sir Peter Teazle. . . Mr. HALam. Careless . . 1. Mr. HAttam, Jr. 
Sir Oliver Surface . .- ‘* TYLER. Moses . ..... ‘*  -Hoaa. 
Joseph Surface. . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Teazle. . . . Mrs. HALLAM, 
Charles Surface. . . ‘* BABRETt. Lady Sneerwell. . . ‘* Hoga. 

SirB. Backbite . . . ‘© MYILug,. Mrs. Candour . . . ‘“ OLpDMIXON. 
Crabtree... . . ‘6 JEFYEESON. Maria. ..... ‘© 6 SEYMOUR. 


With High Life below Stairs. 

December 5th. A second opening address (written by a 
lady) was delivered by Mrs. Melmoth, and Mr. Bates made 
his first appearance in “Inkle and Yarico,” thus cast: 


182 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Inkle . . .... Mr. TYLER. Yarico. . - » « Mrs. HALbLam. 
SirC. Curry. . . . ‘* HALLAM, | Narcissa . 1. wt +s Suymour, 
Medium .... . ‘“* Hoaa. | Patty se eh Ce tal a Hoaa. 
Trudge. . ‘¢ Bates. Wowski . . .. . ‘¢ OLDMIXON. 


Mrs. Oldmixon realized the expectations of audience and 
manager, but Mr. Bates was a comparative failure, for Hodg- 
kinson was well remembered in TJrudge, and Jefferson and 
Hallam were both his superiors in low comedy. 

December 7th. “Hamlet” was announced, with Mr. Cooper 
as Hamlet, Mr. Bates as Polonius, and Mrs. Oldmixon as Ophe- 
lia; with the farce of “The Sultan,” Mrs. Oldmixon as Roz- 
alana; but the lady was taken suddenly ill, and the theatre 
was not opened. 

December 10th. Mr. Dunlap brought out his own version 
of Kotzebue’s “Stranger,” which had a very successful run. 
It was thus first played: | 


Stranger. . .. . Mr, Cooper. Count’s Child . . . Mast. STocK WBLL. 
Buron Steinfort. . . ‘* BARRETT. | Stranger’s G. BARRETS. 
Count Wiotersen . . ‘* Haturam, Jr. Children So aa Miss Hoaa. 
Francis .... . ‘6 MARTIN, Mra. Haller. . . |. Mrs. Barasrt. 
Solomon » « « »« * Bares. | Countess . A mee, 2g ‘© 6 MELNOTH. 
Peter . . . 2. se s¢ JEFFERSON, Barbara .. .. - ‘6 6BkrMOUR. 
Tobias. . . .. » ‘Ss TYLER. | 


Mrs. Barrett was fortunate in having an original part for 
her first appearance. She played with touching pathos, and 
was loudly applauded. Master George Barrett (afterward the 
celebrated light comedian) here made his début on the stage 
as one of the Stranger’s children. | 

Dec. 17th. ‘The Stranger—for the third time— 


and Love a la Mode. 

Sir Archy. . .. . Mr. Bates. Beau Mordecai . . . Mr. Martin. 
Squire Groom . . . ‘* Coover. Sir Theodore. . . . ‘f Hoga. 
Sir Callaghan . . . ‘“* Baggett. Charlotte. . . . . 


There is no name assigned to Charlotte. The character was 
probably represented by Miss White, a young lady who played 
during the balance of the season, and for several succeeding 
ones. 


Dec. 1gth. Firft time, Morton’s comedy, entitled 
Secrets Worth Knowing. 


Rostrum .... . Mr, MARTIN. Undermine . . . . Mr. Barss. 
Kyerton . ... . ‘© CuorER. Nicholas Rue. . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Greville . . . . . ‘¢ BARRETT. Mrs. Greville. . . . Mrs. BARRETT. 
April... .« .-. TYLER. Rose Sidney. . . . ‘* Sxeymoug. 
Plethora. ... . ‘© HALLAM, Jr. Sally Downright . . ‘“* Hoaa 


This comedy is still played with applause. 
“The Wheel of Fortune” was played on the 21st, with 
Cooper as Penruddock (first time at the Park); Bates as Gov. 


~~ ee po 
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Tempest ; Mrs. Melmoth as Mrs. Woodville; and Mrs. Hallam 
as Emily. 

Dec. 24th. Secrets Worth Knowing; and, never played in 
New York, an Englifh farce, by John Bent. called 


The Telegraph. 


Sir Peter Curious . . Mr. JEFFERSON. Gardener. . . . . Mr. Wootts. 
Depaty Feedwell . . ‘* Hoaqa. Lady Curious . . . Miss J. Wesrray. 
Major oceans . . “ Haram, Jr. Emily. . . . . . ‘* WHuts. 
Fertile. . . - . ‘* Marrin. Edying . . . . . Mrs. Sprmour. 
Dramma . . . ‘6 MILLER, Maid . . . Misa Bargs. 


This is announced as the second appearance of Miss White, 
and is the first that we have found of Miss Bates. 


Dec. 26th, Romeo and Juliet. 
Romeo . .« Mr. Cooper. |} Juliet . (firsttime) . Miss E. Westray. 


Mrs. ‘Oldmixon, to whom the character of Nurse belonged, 
being ill, Mrs. Hogg was substituted in her stead, and Mrs. 
Tyler (who gave up the profession last season) consented to 
play Lady Capulet. The farce was the “Mock Doctor.” 


Gregory . . . . . Mr. Bares. Charlotte. . . . . Miss Bares. 

Sir Jasper... - ‘* Hoga. | Dorcas. . . . . . Mrs. SErYmourR. 
Dec. 28th, Jane Shore; 

Hastings. . . . . Mr. Coopzn. Gloster . . . . . Mr. Hazan, Jr. 

Damont ... . . ‘* BABRETT. Jane Shore. . . . Mrs. BARRS&TT. 

with, firft time, Gil Blas. 


Dec. 31ft. Firft time in New York, Beaumont and Fletch- 
er’s comedy ef Rule a Wife and Have a Wife! 


Leon eo Mr. Coorer. Margaretta . . . . Miss E. Wesrmay. 
Michael Perez - « « ** BARBETT. Estifania . . . . . Mrs. BARRETT. 
Duke of Medina. . . ‘* MARTIN. Clara. . . . + . =“ Hoga. 

Den Alonzo ... . ‘* HAtuaM, Jr. Altea. . . . «. . Miss J. Wesrray. 
Don Jann... .. =‘ TYLER. Old Woman. . . . ‘* =WaH1rts. 
Cacofogo . . . ‘* Hoaa. Maid... ‘© BAtTEs. 


Leon proved a great success with Mr. Cooper, and was for 
many years one of his most admired personations. 
January gth, 1799. _—‘*Firft time in New York, Holcroft’s 


comedy, called He’s Much to Blame! 

Lord Vibrate . . . Mr. Bares. i Harry. . . . . . Mr. Hoaa. 

Sir George aed . * Coorer. Jenkins . . . . . ‘ Murer. 
Delaval . . * BARRETT. Lady Vibrato . . . Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Thompson... . ‘“ TYLER. Lady Jane . . . Miss J. WestRay. 
Dr. Gosterman . . . ‘* MARTIN. Maria. . . . . . ‘* E, Westray. 
Williams... . (¢ JEFFERSON. Lucy . . . . . ~- Mrs. Suymour. 


January ede Firft time, Dunlap’s opera, called Sterne’s 
Maria; or, the Vintage. Mufic by Pellefier. 


Yorick . . . . . Mr. Coorgr. Plerre. . . . . . Mr. Hoaa. 

Henor . © TYLER Maria. . . . . . Miss E. Westray. 

Sir Harry 1 Metland « . “ HALLAM, Jr. Nannette. . . . . Mrs, OLDMIXON. 
eur. “a ee JEFFERSON. Lila... . « ‘ S§xBymMourR. 


It proved « @ success, and was several times repeated. 
Mr. Bates played Falstaff, in “Henry IV.,” on the 21st, with 
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Barrett as Hotspur, and Cooper as Prince Hal ;—and the “Siege 
of Belgrade” was thus revived on the 23d. — 


Seraskicr . . . . Mr. Tyger. Peter «. 6. e &. 41 ¥ Mr. Hoce. 
Cohenberg . . . . ‘** BARRETT. Catharine. . . . . Mrs, OLDMIXON. 
Useph .... . ‘« BATEs. Lila. . .. .., ‘¢ - Suymoour. 
Leopold . . . . . ‘« 6 J&eYFERSON. Ghita . . 4°. 4% Miss KE. WEstTRay. 


Cooper, Hallam and Mrs. Melmoth appeared in “Macbeth” 
on the ist of February, Barrett refusing to play Macduff. 


Feb. 4th. Reynolds’ comedy of The Will, for the firft time 
in New York. 


Sir Solomon Cynic . . Mr. Bares. Realize . ... . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Howard ..... ‘© COOPER. 

Mandeville . . . . ‘© TYLER. Mrs. Rigid . . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Veritas... .. s¢ Maarrin. Albina Mandeville. . Miss E. Wrestray. 


This comedy is still occasionally performed. Albina Man- 
deville was a favorite character with its original representative, 
Mrs. Jordan; and in New York, Mrs. Barnes, Mrs. Darley, Mrs. 
Hilson, Clara Fisher, Mrs. G. Barrett, Mrs. Blake, Miss Rock 
and others have delighted in its embodiment. 

February 11th. A new comedy, by Dunlap, was produced, 
with no success. It was called 

The Natural Daughter. 


Sir Stephen Sternford . Mr. Batzs. Lady Rusport . . . Mrs. Szywovr. 
Sir Stately Perfect . . ‘* JEPFERSON. Lady Warrington . . ‘* Hoga. 

Sir Richard Rusport . ‘‘ Havam, Jr. Lady Lucy Veer . . Miss Wesrray. 
Col. Rusport. . . . ‘“* Barrett, Mrs. Meredith . . Mrs. BARRETT. 
Charles Steroford . . ‘* MARTIN. Miss Darwin. . . . .‘* OLDMIXON. 
Fortescue. . . . . ‘“« TYLER. Emily Rusport. .. . Mies EK. Wesrrar. 
Blandish . . . . . “« Hoaa. 


February 18th. “The Stranger” was performed for the 
eighth time (a long run for the period), and the farce of the 
“Shipwreck” was given for the first time. Cast not found. 

Feb. 24th. Firft time in New York, Ben Jonfon’s comedy, 


entitled Every Man in his Humor. 

Kitely. 2. . . |. Mr. HALaM. Brainworm . . . . Mr. Barxza. 
Bobadil . . . . . ‘¢ Barrett. Stephen . ... . ‘« JEFFERSON. 
Just.Clement . . . ‘“* PERKINS. Formal .... . ‘« 'WOoLLs. 
Knowell . . .. . ‘¢ TYLER. Matthew... . . “« Hoaa. 
Young Knowell . . . ‘* Martin. Dame Kitely. . . . Mrs. Haram. 
Downright . . . . ‘4 HAtiam, Jr. Bridget . . . . .- Miss E. Westray. 
Wellbred . . . .. 66 MILLER. Tibbs a: 8. 4l-e 3 Mrs. Hoqa. 


March 11th. Mr. Dunlap produced one of his most suc- 
cessful adaptations from Kotzebue, entitled “ Lovers’ Vows,” 
which was played with triumphant applause. All concerned 
in the representation exerted themselves to the utmost, but 
Mr. Cooper and Miss E. Westray gave a charm to their per- 
formances which raised them greatly in public esteem. The 
piece was thus first played : 
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Frederick . . . Mr. Cooprr. 


Baron Wildenheim . . ‘* Tyr. Landlord. ... . ‘<¢ ~ 6 PERKINS. 
Count Cassell . . . ‘“* JRFFERSON. Amelia Wiltdenheim . Miss EF. Wesrray. 
Armand .... . ‘* MARTIN. Theodosia Friberg . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Christian. . . . ** Bares. Cottager’s Wife. . . ‘* WHvoaa. 


So well satisfied were the performers and the public with 
this translation that, many years after, it was frequently 
played in preference to the London copy. | 

On the 1st of April the indefatigable manager and author pro- 
duced his play of “ Count Benyowski,” with the following cast: 


Governor. . .. . Mr. Ha.LLam. Gureinin. . .. . Mr. MARTIN. 
Hetmap .... . “6 BatEs. Kudrin ..... ss) 6 JRPFERSON. 
Benyowski .. . ‘© Cooper. Athanasia. . .. . Mrs. BARRETT. 
Stephanoff . . . . ‘* BARRETT. Fedora. . ... . ‘* OLDMIXON. 
Crustiew. ... . “© TYLER. 3 


It was played at intervals for some fifteen years. 
The manager produced another play of his own on the 13th 
of April, entitled the “Italian Father,” which was also very 


favorably received. The cast was as follows: 
Michael Brazzo . . . Mr. TyLer. Fook . . . . . . Mr. JEFPERSON. 


Beraldo . . . . . ** CooreRr. Beatrice . . . . . Miss EK. Waestray. 
Hypolio . . . ... 66 MARTIN. Astrabel . . . . Mrs. BARRETT. 
Ludovico. . . . . *“¢ Bares. Ieonora . ... . ‘© OLDMIXON. 


He states that he considers this the best of his orginal pro- 
ductions. 

In the month of April, Mr. Fennell attempted some per- 
formances at Lailson’s Greenwich Street Circus, re-named the 
“Pantheon.” He announced himself as Zangra, in the “Re- 
venge,” with a Mrs. Danvers as Leonora, supported by several 
secondary members of the Park company, but received no 
encouragement from the public. 

At the Park, the “Heir-at-Law” was played, for the first 
time, on the 24th of April; and on the Ist of May Mr. Fen- 
nell made his first appearance there as Jaffer, in “Venice 
Preserved,” to Cooper’s Pterre, and Mrs. Melmoth’s Belvidera. 


May 6th. ‘“Laft night of performing for the benefit of the 
Leffee, the parties in whofe name the bill of the night is made 
out, being hereafter alone refponfible.” 

Firft time, Dunlap’s adaptation of Schiller’s Don Carlos; 


Philip@d..... Mr. Fennetu. Dominick. . .. . Mr. Hoaa. 
Don Carlos . . . . ‘* Coopsr. Prior . . . . . . =‘*& PERKING. 
Marquis Posa. . . . ‘“ Martin. Princess of Eboli . . Miss E. Wesrray. 
Duke of Alva... ‘* Hatuam, Jr. Duchess . ... . Mrs. Hoaa, 
CountLerma .. . =“ Tyuge. Marchioness . . . . Miss Wuite. 
Dukeof Ferin . . . ‘°* MYLLER. Elizabeth. .. . . Mrs. BARRETT. 
with The Prize. 

Caroline .. .......- Mrs. OLDMIXON. 


The play was a failure, and never repeated. 
24 
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May roth. 


Firft time, a 


Count Nosemberg . 


Marshal Ingelheim . 
Cassimir . F 
Manster 

Warbeck . 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit. 


play by M. G. Lewis, entitled The Minifter, 
from Schiller’s ‘* Cabal 1a Love.” 


Mr. BARRETT. Walter 

‘6 JEFFERSON. Baroness. . ‘ 
‘Ss CooPER. Elizabeth Munster « 
“TYLER. Julia. . . 

‘¢ Hoaa. Catharine 


Mr. MarrTin. 
Mrs. MELMOTE. 
«~~ Hoge. 
Miss E. Wrsrpay. 
‘¢) 6hWHITR. 


Another version of Schiller’s play was afterward given, 
under the title of the “ Harper's Daughter.” 


May 13th. 


Mrs. Barrett’s benefit. 


Firft time in America, Shakfpeare’s play of Henry the 8th. 


Henry 8th . . 
Cardinal ese 
Cromwell. 


May 15th. 


Mr. HALLAM. 


Queen Katharine 
‘* BARRETT. Anne Bullen. 
‘*  Coorpks. Lady Denny . 


Mr. Bates’ benefit. 


Mrs. BaRRert. 
“HALLAM. 
‘“  -Hoaa. 


Columbus—for the firft time at the Park. 


Columbus 
Alonzo . : 
Harry Herbert ‘ 
Doct. Dolores 
Bribon 


May 1 ath. 


Shylock 
Antonio 
Bassanio . 
Lorenzo 


and F ielding’ S 


Stocks 
Jack Stocks . 
Lovemore 


May 20th. 


Mr. Cooprr. Valverde. 
‘6 MARTIN. Orozembo 
‘6 BARRETT. Salasco 
“© BATES. Cora . 
¢ 6 JEFFERSON. Nelti . 


Mr. and Mrs. Hogg’s benefit. 
The Merchant of Venice; 


Mr. CoorveEr. Launcelot 
HALLAM. Portia. 
‘© Haan, Jr. Nerissa 
‘6 TYLER. Jessica 
farce of The Lottery. 
: r Hoaa. Mrs. Stocks . 
JRZFFERSON. Chloe. . 
‘¢ PERKINS. Jenny. 


Mrs. Hallam’s BeNeRE 


Mr. MILLER. 
‘6 TYLER. 
‘cs HALLAM. 
Mrs. BAgRett. 
‘¢  OLDMIXOUN. 


Firft time, Holcroft’s comedy, The Follies of a Day. 


Count Almaviva 
Don Guzman 
Doctor Bartholo 
Figaro 
Anthonio . 
Basil 


Mr. MARTIN. Hannibal . 
‘6 6 JEFFERSON . Countess . 
‘ss Bates. Susan . 

‘6 BARRETT, Marceline . 
‘HALLAM. Agnes. 


‘s HALiLaM, Jr. 


Miss E. Wusrnrar. 
Mrs. BARRET?. 

‘6 ~HALLam. 

“ ~~ Hoae. 
Miss J. WESTRAY. 


The present operatic version of Beaumarchais’ “ Marriage 
of Figaro” is but slightly altered from the above. 


May 22d. 


Mr. Jefferfon’s benefit. 


A aes by Waldron, called the Prodigal, altered from Jofeph 
Mitchell’s *¢ Fatal Extravagance ;” 


Belmour . 
Courtney . 


Mr. Coorer. | Bargrave . 
«TYLER. Louisa . 


Mr. MILiae. 
Mrs. BARRETT. 


and, firft time, Prince Hoare’s peculiarly conftructed drama, 


called 


Percival, Peregrine, and Pertinax Single . . . 


Justice Touchit . 
Frank Woodbine 
McFloggan . 
Humphrey Grizzle . 


Three and the Deuce! 


r. MARTIN, Milford. 
‘* Batra. Emily . 
“ Hatiam, Jr. Phoebe 
6) 6 JEFFERSON. Tafiline 


This farce long enjoyed great popularity. 


Mr. BARRgtt. 

‘6 Heaa. 
Mrs. HALLAM. 
Miss E. WEstRay. 
Mrs, OLDMIXON. 
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May 30th. | Mrs. Seymour’s benefit. 


Firft performance of Mrs. Cowley’s ‘“*Town Before You,” 
and Hugh Kelly’s “Romance of an Hour.” Cafts of neither 
found. 


June 3d. Mr. Cooper’s benefit. 

Firft time here, Shakfpeare’s Coriolanus ; 
Coriolanungs . . . . Mr Coover. Tullus Aufidius. . . Mr. Martin. 
Cominiug. . . .  *° Trire. . Volumnia. . . . . Mrs. BaRrert, 
Menenias. . . . . ‘“ Bares. | Virgilia . . . . . Miss BE. Westray. 
Sicinjus . . . . . ‘© PsRgKins. Valeria... .. “ J, Wesreay. 
and ‘ Don Juan. 
Don Juan . . . . Mr. Cooren, — Donna Anna. . . . Miss E. Westray. 
Ferdinand ... . ‘“* TYLER. | Catharina. . . . Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Scaramouch . . . * JErPERSON. Viletta. . . . . . «=‘** Srymoug. 

June sth. Mr. Martin’s benefit. 


Firft time, Mifs Lee’s play of the ‘‘ Myfterious Marriage.” 
Caft not found. 


June 7th. . Mr. Barrett’s benefit. 

Firft time here, Burke’s Bunker Hill; 
Gen. Warren . . . Mr. BARRETT. Lord Percy . . . . Mr. HALLAM. 
Gen. Prescott . . . ‘“ Haan, Jr. Sir W. Howe... ‘ JEFFERSON. 
Gen. Putnam... ‘“* Bates. Gen. Abercrombie . . ‘* MARTIN. 
Gen. Gage . . .  ** Hoga. Elvira. . . . . Mrs. BARkETT. 
and Colman’s New Hay at the Old Market. 

Sylvester Daggerwoud .. . ». Mr. BABRETT. 


This farce was afterward altered, and played under the 
title of the hero’s name. 
June 14th. Mrs. Hallam’s benefit. 


Firft time in New York, a comedy from Kotzebue, by Dun- 
lap, called The Indians in England ; or, Nabob of Res 


Sir John Bexmonr - « Mr. True. Baderda . . . Mr. BaARRetr. 
O'Brian. . . . ** HALLAM. Fazir . . . . . . =‘ Martin. 
Jack Tranion . . . ‘“ Bates. Gurli .. . . . Mrs. HALLAM. 
Muscaffery . . . . ‘* Hoag. Lady Seymour . . . ‘** Hoaa. 
Samuel... . . ‘% JEFFERSON. Amelia... . . Miss E. Wesrray. 
and The Tempeft. 

Prospero... . Mr. HALLam. Caliban ... . . Mr. Lag. 
Ferdinbund . . . . “ TyLer. Ariel . . . . . . Miss E. Westray. 
Alonzo... . . ‘§ Martin. Hypolito. . . . . ‘ J. Westray. 
Trioculo . . . . . ‘% Bates. Miranda . . . . . Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Stephano. . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Dorinda .. ** HALLAM. 


At this date died Mr. Stephen Woolls, who joined the old 
American company in 1767 as one of the sharing members. 
_ He had continued a playing member thereof from that time 
to his final sickness, except during his visit to England, in 
1774. Mr. Hallam’s interest in the company having been ex- 
tinguished by purchase, Mr. Woolls was the last who continued 
to receive an income from the manager on account of his old 
share, which he had disposed of for a stipulated life annuity 
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July 4th. Firft time, Dunlap’s adaptation from the French, 


entitled The School for Soldiers. 

Bellamy .... . Mr. Cooper. Soleby. . . .. . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Major Bellamy . . . ‘* Tyumr. Frederick. . . . . ‘© Lage. 

Col. Valentine . . . ‘** Hoao. Mrs. Mildmay . . . Mrs. Me.nuora. 
Capt. Valentine. . . ‘* Marrin. Clara... .. .- Miss E. Wustray. 


Mr. Henry’s version of the same play, it will be remembered, 
was performed in 17838. 

This ended the season, which, taken altogether, had not 
been an unprosperous one. Dunlap mentions the amount of 
the receipts on several occasions. The opening night yielded 
$780; the second night only $267. Washington’s birthday, 
with Cooper and Miss E. Westray in “Romeo and Juliet,” on 
astormy night, $610. The tenth performance of the “Stranger” 
attracted $624, and the first night of “ Lovers’ Vows,” $622. 
The first night of “ Benyowski,” $800, and the only night of 
“Don Carlos,” $676. 

Previous to the close of the season, Mr. Fennell once more 
attempted to open the Greenwich Street Pantheon, and on the 
1st of July issued the following bill: 

The Roman Father ; 


Horatiug. ... . Mr. BARReErt. Valerius .=_. . . Mr. MoDowarp. 
Publius Horatius . . ‘** FENNELL. Horatia.. ..—.. Mrs. Bareett. 
Tullus Hostilius. . . ‘* Haram, Jr. Veleria . . . . . * «6Ppreres. 
and The Spoiled Child. 

Little Pickle . . . ...... . Miss J. Wuerray. 
TER ks Sw er Mr. MacGinnts. | Miss Pickle . . . . Mrs, Hoga. 


His season proved a short one, this being, it is believed, the 
only night. 


CHAPTEK XV 


Park Theatre, 1799—180V0—Corre’s Mount Vernon Gardeus, 1800— Park Theatre 
1800-1801—Mount Vernon Gardens, 1801. 


R. DUNLAP re-opened the Park Theatre on 
the 18th of November, 1799. Mrs. Oldmixon, Mr. 
and Mrs. Barrett, Mr. Bates, Miss J. Westray and Mrs. 
_ Collins were not in the company. Mr. and Hrs. Hodgkinson, 
Mr. Crosby, Mr. Fox, Mr. Dykes, Mrs. Brett, Miss A. Brett and 
Mr. and Mrs. Perkins were the substitutes. Mr. Hodgkinson 
returned as a salaried actor only, but, with his wife, received 
$100 per week, the highest amount yet paid to any two per- 
formers in America. Some other salaries were raised. The 
list for the season stood thus, according to Dunlap: 


Mr. CoopgemB. . . . «se = $32, Mrs. M¥tmotu . . ..... . $25 
Mr. HALLAM Ot wee we Skt Gel 25. Mra. HAULAM . . .... 25. 
Mr. JEFFERSON a aa a er ae ae Mrs. Seymours . . . 2... hehehe 16. 
Mr. Magrin. ........ 25, Miss E. Westray ....... IJ8. 
Mr. TybgR . .. =... « «© « . 25 Mrs. Hoce BA he tus a? ine fe. cog. SEM 
Mes FOR seen ke Ses He A ce 18. Mrs. Bretr . ......-. ~. 14. 
Mr. Hattam,Jr. . . . . «© ~~) 18, Miss A. Dretr........ 4&4. 
Mr. Ho@a@ . 1 ww we ltl lt 14, Miss HARDING . .. .... >. 10. 
Mr. PerkiwB . . ..-.- . es. 12, Mrs. PERKINS . . . 6. © « « 10. 
Me. Tagg. 6 soe we we aw ee O!®6[UTR Mrs. King .. .. . 6 «©. 6. 
Mr. SEYMOUR . . . © © «© « « 9. Miss Hoqaa@a ...... ... 4. 
Mast. StocKWBIL . . 4. 


The salaries paid to Messrs. Dykes and Crosby are not men- 
tioned. 

The opening pieces were the “Heir-at-Law” and the “Old 
Maid.” The following is the first cast of the comedy that we 
have found, although played the preceding season: 


Lord Duberly . . . Mr. Ha.iam. Kenrick . . . . . Mr. Hoaa. 
Doctor Pangloss . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Zekiel Homespun . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Dick Dowlas. . . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Duberly . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Heary morene - « “ HaALtam, Jr. Caroline Dormer . . Miss KE. WEsTRAY. 
Stead fast ‘¢ TYLER. Cicely Homespun . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 


In the afterpiece, Hodgkinson played Capt. Cape, and Mrs. 
Hogg, The Old Maid. 
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November 20th. Mrs. Melmoth re-appeared in “The Carme- 
lite,” as Matilda, when Mr. Fox made his first appearance iu 
this theatre as Montgomeri. In the afterpiece of “The Poor 
Soldier” Mr. Fox played Bagatelle, and Miss A. Brett (her 
first appearance in sixteen months) Norah. Mr. Fox possessed 
considerable merit both as actor and singer. He had appeared 
with Wignell’s company in Greenwich Street. 

November 27th. Mr. Cooper appeared as Macbeth. 


Nov. 2gth. Firft time, a tranflation from the German of 
Kotzebue, entitled Self-[mmolation; or, Family Diftrefs. 


Robert Maxwell. . . Mr. HopagKinson. | Flood. . ww Mr. Drkes. 
Harrington . . . . ‘“® HALuaM. ' Dumfries. . .. . “  HALLan, Je. 
Walwyn .. - . % MARTIN. ; Landlord. . . .. ‘* PERKINS. 
Dempster. . .. . “Fox. Arabella - . . . Mrs. Hopaxingon. 
John Hartop. . . . “ Hoaa PANG 6 2 wow Miss A. Brerrt. 
POW. ws Se eS ‘© JEFPERSON. | Blind Lady . . . . Mrs. Brert. 


It was unsuccessful. Dunlap does not even allude to it. 
Mr. Dykes probably made his first appearance on this night. 
He afterward became a good actor of comic old men; was in 
New York in 1808, and again in 1819, and will be remem- 
bered in the West as one of the pioneers of the drama in that 
region, when it was little more than a wilderness. 

November 30th. Mrs. Hallam made her first appearance as 
Dinah Primrose in “The Young Quaker.” 

December 4th. Mr. Cooper played Hamlet. 

December 11th. The manager’s comedy of “ False Shame,” 
as adapted from the German, was first played, and received 
such general approbation that it was repeated again and 
again to well-filled houses. Its characters were thus as- 


signed : 

Baron. . . .. Mr. TYLer. | JOHN: «re. 4 oe - S 4 Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Capt. Erlach. . . . ‘* HobGKINSON. Baroness. . . . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Wieland .... . © CoorER. Adeluide . . . 0. ‘6 HALLaM. 
Frelon. . ... . so Fox, Madam Moreau. . ‘6 MRLMOTEH. 
Visct. Maillac . . . ‘* Marrin. Emmy. .... . Miss E,. WesTBay. 


“Never was part better suited to Mr. Hodgkinson than 
Erlach, and never was part better played,” says Dunlap, while 
Miss E. Westray made another triumphant Ai in the character 
of Emmy. 

News of the death of Washington, on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, reached New York on the 20th, (railroads and electric 
telegraphs were not at that time) and the theatre, in conse- 
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quence, was closed until the 30th, when it was re-opened— 
hung in black—with a play called “The Robbery,” translated 
by Dunlap from Monvel, and a monody written by Charles 
Brockden Brown, and spoken by Mr. Cooper. The play was 
performed twice with the cast annexed : 


Marquis Granville . . Mr. HALLAM. | Charles ae - . Mr. Haiiam, Jr. 
Count Raimond. . . ‘** Hopa@KINHON. Louis . . . . . ‘% JEFFERSON. 
Orlando . . . . .) ** ~Coorkr. Charles . .... * Fox, 

Count Germain. . .  ‘* TrYLEr. {| Julia. . . . . . Mrs, Mgiworn. 
Jord Edmund . . . * Maktin. | Clementina . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. 


January 10th, 1809, was specially devoted to ane memory 
of Washington. “Gustavus Vasa, or the Deliverer of his 
Country,” was performed, an ode recited, &c. 

January 15th. The Stranger, Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson 
appearing for the first time as The Stranger and Mrs. Haller. 

January 24th. Dunlap’s translation called the “ Wild Goose 
Chase,” since superseded by the English operetta “Of Age To- 
morrow,” was thus first played, and with great success: 


Willinghurat. . . . Mr. HopaKkinson. Madam promiecry . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Pifleberz. . . . . ‘* Hoaa. Nanette ... . . Miss Harpina. 
Hans Molkus . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Lisette . . - . Mrs. Hop@Kinson. 


On the 5th of February, another comedy from the German, 
by Mr. Dunlap, called the “Force of Calumny,” was very suc- 
cessfully produced. Its cast is thus recorded: 


Morland . . . . . Mr. Hopaxtnson. | Kroll. . . . . . Mr. PERKINS. 
Edward Smith . . . ‘* Cooper. Piltz . . . . . « * DyYmEs. 
Count Scharfeneck . . ‘* HaAwuvam, Jr. Thomas . ~ . «. * CrosBy. 
Young aac . ‘© JEPFERSON. Mrs. Elfield . we Mrs. MeELMoTH. 
Capt. Elfield . . * TYLER. Jane... . . . Miss E. Westray. 
Prompt... . . ‘* Hoga. Emilia . . . . . Mrs. Honakinson. 
Allbrand . . ¢ MaRrtTIN. Eve .. - ** Brett. 


Reynolds’ livell and amusing comedy salle’ “Laugh when 
You Can” was thus first presented to the New York public, 
on the 13th of February: 


Gossamer... ..__-.-s Mr. Hlopaxrson. Charles . . . . . Mast. StocKWELL. 
Mortimer. . . . . ‘4 MARTIN. Emily. . . . Miss EK. Westray. 
Bonus. . . . . . =‘ Hoau. Mrs. Mortimer . . «© Mrs. HopGkKINson. 
Delville . 2. . . . * Fox. Miss Gloomly . . ‘“« Hoga. 

Sambo ; ¢ JEFFERSON. Dorothy . . ‘6 SEYMOUR. 


It was well played by the principals, and for half a century 
remained a favorite with actors and audiences. 

March 8d. Kotzebue’s play, translated by the manager 
entitled the “Count of Burgundy,” was brought out, with less 
success than had attended most of his other translations. 


Henry . . .« «» Mr, Coorer.. Halwyll . . . . . Mr. Hoaa. 
Brother Peter . . . “ HoncKINson. Bruns. . . . . . =‘ Crospyr. | 
Count Wersenhere . ** AALvaM. Elizabeth. . . . . Mrs. HopGKkINson. 
Blonay . . .  Tyier. Matilda . . . . . ‘* MELMOTH. 


Benedict. . . . . + °* MARTIN. Gertrude... . . =‘* Barer. 
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On the 10th Mr. Cooper, took his farewell benefit previous 
to his return to England, when he appeared as Young Norval. 
He had been dissatisfied with his situation since the return of 
Mr. Hodgkinson, whose attractiveness in the German dramas 
had kept him somewhat in the shade. 


March 12th. A version of Kotzebue’s “ Virgin of the Sun,” 
probably by Dunlap, was first played, with unusual attention 
to scenic effect, and proved very attractive. It was thus cast: 


Rolla «© «© « # +% Mr. HopGkInNson, TOTAL 65 5 Ke we. Mr. HALLAM. 
Ataliba . 2... . ‘HALLAM. High Priest. . . . ‘* TrueEr. 
Telasco . . .. . *¢ CBoxsy. High Priestess . . . Mrs. MeLmora. 
Alonzo .... . s¢ MARTIN. Cora. ..... ‘¢ HOopGkINsOoR. 
Valasquez ... . ‘* Fox. dal... <e- e- ‘sai a Miss E. Wesrray. 
Diego... . (« JRPPERSON. Amagilli. . . . . ‘* Hargpina. 


Genest, in his “ English Stage,” praises this translation. It 
preceded the performance of Reynolds’ more celebrated play 
of the same name at Covent Garden by twelve years. 

Sheridan’s still more popular translation, “Pizarro, or the 
Death of Rolla,” which yet retains possession of the boards, 
was first played on the 26th, with great applause. Dunlap 
restored the final scene as written by Kotzebue, instead of 
Sheridan’s substitution. 


Rolla... ... Mr. Hopakinson. Ataliba . . .. . Mr. HatuaM. 
Pizarro... . . ss TYLER. Orozembo .. . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Alonzo .... . 66 MARTIN. BlindMan ... . * #£Hoada. 
Valverde. . . . . ‘“ HAtian, Jr. Cora . . - « « » Mra. HoDakINsonN. 
LasCasas. ... . ‘© CrossyY. Elvira .... . s¢  Mgi.Motu. 


April 2rft. For Mrs. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 
Firft time, a drama from Kotzebue, entitled, 
The Corficans; or, the Dawnings of Love. 


April 23d. Mr. Dunlap’s benefit. 
Pizarro,—and an original fketch (a fequel to the ‘‘ Stranger ’’) 
called the Stranger’s Birthday. 
Baron Hochstein . .... . (the Stranger). . . ... - Mr. Hop@xrnson. 
Baron Steinfort. . . Mr. Truer. Boy - .- + + «+ « Mast. STOOK WELL. 
Francis . . . 6 MARTIN. Girl 2. 2. 2. es Miss HODGKINSON. 
Conrad . . ws ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Rose. . . 6 e ‘KE. Wrsrray. 
' Baroness Hochstein . . . 1. . (Mra. Haller} . . 2. 1 2 s Mrs. HopGKinson. 


In this little drama, Mrs. Hodgkinson, first presented her 
eldest daughter to the notice of the public. 

A succession of benefits followed, amongst the most notice- 
able of which was Mrs. Melmoth’s, on the 5th of May, when 
she appeared as Mandane, in Hoole’s tragedy of “Cyrus” (its 
only performance on record in New York), and presented 
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Dibdin’s farce from Kotzebue, called the “Horse and the 
Widow,” for the first time, with the following cast: 
Count de Sans Chateau Mr. Hoge: Ferrett . . . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. 


Touchwood . . . . eter <c..so hs Cae ‘© ~6-HaiaM, Jr. 
Kilruddery . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Mrs. Touchwood . . Mrs. MeLmMoru. 


Miss E. Westray’s took place on the 6th, when she appeared 
as Rosamond, in the play called “ Henry the Second and Fair 
Rosamond ;” Mr. Hallam’s on the 9th, when he played Lord 
Ogleby ; and Mr. Hodgkinson’s on the 19th, when he brought 
out the tragedy of “ Peru Revenged, or the Death of Pizarro,” 
written by Murphy, and played at Covent Garden under the 
title of “ Alzuma.” 

The theatre being closed for the summer, Joseph Corré, 
proprietor of the “Mounr VeRNoN GarbDENs,” Broadway, just 
above the Hospital, where now is found the north-west corner 
of Leonard Street, announced the commencement of dramatic 
entertainments on his premises on the 9th of July, 1800, with 
a concert of music, recitations, and the farce of “ Miss in Her 
Teens,” in which Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Martin, Mr. Hogg, Miss 
Brett and Mrs. Seymour appeared. On the 11th of August, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson made their first appearance in the 
farce of the “Purse;” and on the 25th, Dibdin’s comedy of 
“Five Thousand a Year” was first played in America, for Mrs. 
Hodgkinson’s benefit, with the annexed cast: 


George Fervid . . . Mr. Hopn@kINson. Truepenny . . . . Mr. Hoae. 
Sir Matthew Maxim . ‘* JEFFERSON. Lady Maxim... Mrs. Hoaa, 
Frederick Fervid . . “ ALLAM, Jr. Lady Julia... . Miss Brerr. 
Henry Hastings. . . ‘* Fox. Aurelia... | Mrs. HODGKINSON. 


On the 5th of September, Mrs. Hallam appeared as Lady 
Rackett, for the younger Hallam’s benefit; and on the 8th, 
Mrs. Barrett made her first appearance for a twelvemonth, as 
Millwood, in “George Barnwell,” for the benefit of Mr. Fox. 
Mr. Barrett also appeared, and gave a “Lecture on Heads.” 

On the 10th, Hodgkinson brought out, for his benefit, a 
drama by Mrs. Rowson, called “Columbia’s Daughters,” in 
which he played Dick Rhymer; Jefferson, Jack Acorn; Fox, 
Lord Courtland ; Hogg, Folio; Mrs. Hogg, Miss Acorn; Mrs. 
Hodgkinson, Jemima, and Miss Brett, Melissa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrett took their benefit on the 17th, with 
the “Wonder” and “Jason and Medea,” the lady making a 
powerful impression in the Greek heroine. The season here 

25 
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terminated on the 19th of September, with the “ Poor Soldier,” 
for the benefit of Mr. Crosby. 

The following sketch of the new manager is derived from 
Dunlap: “Joseph Corré was a Frenchman by birth, and in 
the year 1776 was the cook of Major Carew, of the British 
army. His face and figure were rotund, and his pleasant 
manners made him universally popular. After the retirement 
of the British, he rose to be the landlord of the City Tavern, 
in New York, and established those long-celebrated public 
gardens in State Street, both of which he kept with reputa- 
tion and success.” In his managerial efforts he was equally 
prosperous, and he is pronounced by his biographer to have 
been an honest, industrious, thriving and worthy man, although 
not eminent for literary qualifications, nor specially fitted to 
direct the public taste, except in matters of cuisine. 

Tue New Yorx Tueatre re-opened on the 20th of October, 
1800, with ‘‘ Lovers’ Vows” and “ Fortune’s Frolic.” Frederick 
and Amelia Wildenheim by Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson; Robin 
Roughead by Mr. Jefferson. 

On the 24th, Dunlap’s famous drama, from Kotzebue, en- 
titled “Fraternal Discord,” and considered by himself superior 
to all his other translations, was played for the first time, and 
with a success that gave it along lease of the stage. This piece, 
in America, has always obtained a preference over the foreign 


version. It was thus originally cast: 
Capt. Bertram . . . Mr. HopGkINson. Crispin... . . Mr. Fox. 


Philip Bertram . . . ‘* TyY.er. Trippett . . .. . “ Hatran, Jr. 
Doct. Bloomfield . . ‘* MARTIN, Charlotte. . . . . Mrs. HopaxInson. 
Jack Bowline . . . ‘“ JEFFERSON. Mrs. Grimkin . . . ‘“ 6Ho@ee. 
Semblance ..-: . ‘* Hoga. Mary .. 1 +» «© « « Miss Brett. 


On the 81st a brilliant addition was made to the company, 
in the person of Mrs. Elizabeth Powell, whose first appearance 
took place in the character of Angela, in the “ Castle Spectre.” 
This lady was from the Boston Theatre, where she had first 
appeared, when Miss Harrison, in “Gustavus Vasa,” on the 
first opening of a theatre in Boston, February 3d, 1794. 
Clapp says that “her impersonation of Shakspeare’s heroines 
entitle her to rank among the highest in her profession ;” and 
Dunlap, that “she was an elegant woman and a good actress, 
and will long live in the memories of the public of Boston, 


— 
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as well as in the affections of those who knew her private 
worth;” and “that her success in New York was injured by 
Mr. Hodgkinson, who wished his wife to be first tragedienne, as 
well as first opera singer, first comedy lady, first romp and 
first chambermaid.” Having played but one season here, she 
can scarcely be said to be identified with our stage, but her 
stately figure and classic style can still be remembered with 
pleasure by some of our few remaining octogenarians. Be- 
coming the wife of Mr. Snelling Powell, afterward manager 
of the Boston Theatre, she continued, after his death, in 1821, 
to share the management of that establishment for several 
years. Mrs. Powell was born in the county of Cornwall, Eng- 
land, 1774, and died in Boston, December, 1843, in the seven- 
tieth year of her age. 

Mr. 8. Powell, as manager and actor, held a prominent 
position in Boston, where he first appeared in 1794, but on the 
New York stage his situation was subordinate. His first ap- 
pearance here was as Muley, in the “Castle Spectre,” on the 
night of his wife’s début. Mr. Powell died at the age of sixty- 
three, in Boston, where he was highly respected for the most 
sterling qualities that can adorna man. Mr.and Mrs. Powell’s 
daughter Elizabeth became the wife of the celebrated come- 
dian, H. J. Finn. 

On the night of November 3d, Mr. Fennell, who, impelled 
by pecuniary embarrassments, had arranged with the manager 
for a benefit, made his first appearance in New York for three 
years, in the character of Pierre. Mr. Cooper’s absence from 
the company left an opening which he willingly consented to 
fill, and he soon after took a regular situation in the estab- 
lishment, to the great gratification of its patrons. 

Nov. 5th. Morton’s sterling comedy of “Speed the 
Plough,” which still attracts appreciative audiences, and 
affords vast scope for the exercise of comic talent, was first 
played in New York, and with a cast of excellence rarely 


surpassed at the present time: 
Sir Abel Handy. . . Mr. Hoaa. Gerald .... . Mr. Powe .. 


Sir Philip Blandford . ‘* TyYLsEr. Evergreen . . . . ‘* WHawvaM, Jr. 
Bob Handy - « »  ‘“* HODGKINSON. Lady Handy . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 

Farmer Ashfield . . ‘* JEPFERSON. Miss Blandford. . . ‘¢ HODGKINSON, 
Morrington . . . . ‘* HaLiam. Dame Ashfield . . . “ B . 


epry. . . « « ‘¢ Maprin. Susan Ashfield... ‘© HALLAM, 
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Nov. 10th. Mr. Fennell made his first regular appearance 
in his best character, Zanga, in the “Revenge,” supported by 
Mrs. Powell, as Leonora. 

Nov. 17th. M. G. Lewis’s comedy of the “Rast Indian,” 
originally acted at Drury Lane, for the benefit of Mrs. Jordan, 
was brought forward and acted a few times, after which 
we do not recall its revival until 1831. It was thus first 
played: 


Lord Listless. . . . Mr. JEPFERSON. Lady Clara pou . Mrs. MeLmMors. 
Rivers. - . . ‘** Hopa@krnson. Mrs. Ormond . : ‘6 POWELL. 
Beauchamp . ‘© MARTIN. Zorayda ‘ ‘¢ HopGKINBON. 
Walsingham . ‘© HALLAM. Miss Chatterall “  Hoaa. 
Modish ‘© TYLER. Mrs. Blaball ‘<6 Baett. 
Squeezem ‘Ss Hoaa. Mrs. Slipslop Miss Brett. 
Friponeau «Fox. Miss Tiffany . ‘* HagpInea. 
Frank. : ‘. POWELL. Anne. . Mrs. Kina. 
Nov. 27th. The Merchant of Venice 

Shylock . . . . . Mr. Hongxrnson. Portia. . . . . . Mrs. PowEL. 
Bassanio . ~ 2. .  S& FENNELL. Nerissa . . . . . Miss Harnpina. 
Launcelot . . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. Jessica... Mrs. HoDGkINson. 


Nov. 29th. Mr. Harper, of the old Ase Company, 
made his first appearance in eight years, as Charles Surface, 
having been the original representative of that character in 
America. It had since been better played by oth®r actors, 
and Mr. Harper’s efforts were in consequence coldly received. 
He now occupied the mortifying position of a declining fa- 
vorite, and was soon after compelled to personate characters 
he would once have disdained to look at. 

Dec. 1st. Mr. Fox took his benefit, announcing that he was 
in danger of arrest for debt, and calling on his friends to his 
rescue. The play on the occasion was “Othello,” finely ren- 
dered by Fennell as the Moor; Hallam as Jago; Tyler as 
Cassio; Martin as Roderigo; Mrs. Powell as Desdemona; 
and Mrs. Melmoth as Emelia. 

Dec. 5th. A musical piece, of which Dunlap gave the 
words, and Hewitt contributed the music, called the “Spanish 
Castle; or, the Knight of Guadalquiver,” was brought out 
with a powerful cast, only to be condemned. 


Montalvan . . . . Mr. FENNELL, Pedro... . . . Mr. Hoaa. 
Sebastien. . . . . ‘* HALLAM, Hugo... .. . ‘* CrRosBy. 
Anselmo ... . . =‘ TYLER. Juan. . Goa ‘“  Hauran, Jr. 
Algiziras. . . . . ‘* Martin. Manuel... . . ‘** POWELL. 
Florenzo . .... =‘ Fox, Olivia. . . . . . Mrs. HopGkKinson. 
O’Tipple . - . . “* Hop@kINSsoN. Henerica. . . . . Miss Brett. 
Pero. *¢) JEFFERSON, Lissette Happine. 


Mrs. Harper, formerly Miss Smith, the second wife of the 
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performer of that name, made her first appearance in New 
York on the 12th, as the Marchioness Merida, in the “Child of 
Nature.” Her talent was feeble, and was soon graduated to 
the rank called useful. She played till 1805. 

Jephson’s tragedy of “Braganza” was played on the 17th, 
with the following cast, probably its first representation in 
New York: 


Don Juan. . . . Mr. Hopaginson. Pizarro... . . Mr. Haram, Jr. 
Almada . .... ‘¢ TYLER. Antonio . ... . ‘“« Hoag. 
Valasyue . . . 1 ‘¢ FENNELL. Ramirez... . . ‘« CEosBY. 
Lorepzo . . . ‘¢ MARTIN. Louisa ..... Mrs. PowELL. 


Mrs. Jefferson, the wife of the comedian, made her first 
appearance on any stage, as Louisa Dudley, in the “West 
Indian,” on the 22d of December. She was the daughter of 
Mrs. Euphemia Fortune, for many years proprietress of a 
boarding-house adjoining the theatre in John Street. She 
removed with her husband to Philadelphia, where for many 
years she personated the walking ladies of comedy with grace 
and propriety, and as a wife and mother received the highest 
encomiums. Mrs. Jefferson died in that city, in January, 1831, 
at the age of fifty-six. The name of her mother is still re- 
tained among her descendants, Mrs. Jefferson’s great-grand- 
daughter, Miss Euphemia (or Effie) Germon, who inherits 
much of the histrionic talent of the family, being her name- 
sake. 

Jan. 19th, 1801. Mr. William Charles White, a native of 
Worcester, Mass., made his first appearance in New York, with 
tolerable success, as Young Norval. He had played at Boston, 
when a mere lad, in 1796, with great, but injudicious, ap- 
plause; had since studied law, and was now a tall, handsome 
young man. His promise of merit was not fulfilled. He 
became the author of three plays represented in Boston— 
“The Clergyman’s Daughter,” “The Poor Lodger,” and 
* Alonzo.” | 

Jan. 23d. Cumberland’s translation, from Kotzebue, of 
“Joana of Montfaucon,” was brought out, but, notwithstanding 
the excellence of Mrs. Powell as the heroine, with Hodgkin- 
son as Lazzara, Fennell as Albert, and Mrs. Hallam as Eloisa, 
failed of success. 
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Feb. 9th. Mr. White made his third appearance, as Romeo, 
to Mrs. Powell’s Juliet, but with less applause. 

Feb. 11th. Dunlap’s play of “Absellino,” translated from 
Zschokke, was first represented, and, owing to the novelty of 
its construction, and the excellent acting of Hodgkinson, as 
the hero, attracted more than usual attention. It was fre- 
quently repeated, and is even yet occasionally played. Its 
characters were thus first distributed : 


Abellino Grimaldi... . . Mr. Harpgr. 
Flodoardo - Mr. Hop@ginson. Parozzi . . . . . ‘6 Martin, 
Andreas Gritti . . . ‘* TYLer. Memno .. .. . * £JEFPERSON. 
Dandoli . . .. . ‘“¢ Hoaa Rosamunda . . . . Mrs. HobDGKInson. 
Canari.... . “+ HALLa™ Iduella ..... ‘. JEFFERSON. 


On the 13th of April, Joanna Baillie’s sublime tragedy of 
“De Monfort” was first attempted on our stave; but, though 
commanding the highest admiration of all literary critics, 
failed, as it ever has done, of success in representation. It 
was thus cast: 


De Monfort . . . . Mr. Hopa@xrnson. Bernard. . . . . Mr. TYLER. 
Renzevelt ee . © MARTIN. Grimbald . . * BAaAvbam, dr. 
Count oa J . . . ‘* HARPER, Jane de Monfort . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Manuel. ee ‘  PowELL. Countess Rribere s ‘6 JEFFERSON, 
Jerome .... .; ‘“« Hoaa. Abbess. as ** Hoge. 


Hodgkinson was every way unsuited to the character of 
the hero, and beautifully as Mrs. Melmoth read her part, it 
required an accommodating imagination to identify her with 
the noble Jane de Monfort. 

Reynolds’ comedy of “Life,” by many thought to be the 
best of his comedies, was first played on the 22d, with the 
annexed cast: 


Marchmont . . . . Mr. TYLer. Primitive .. . Mr. Hoaa. 
Torpid’. 6 st 4 a 4 ‘S HOopGKINSON. | Jonathan . . . . ‘* POWELL. 
Craftly . . . * © Simpson. Mrs. Belford . . . Mrs. Powg.. 
Clifford . ... . “Fox. | Rosa. Ge os ‘s HODGKINSON. 
Lackbrain. . .  ‘* JEFFERSON. | Mrs. Decoy a a ‘* Hoaa. 


About this time the manager’s translation called “ Abbé 
de |’Epée, or Deaf and Dumb,” was brought out, Mrs. Powell 
making a decided feature of her part of Julio, Mr. Harper 
being unequal to the character of the Abbe, and Mr. White 
making a complete failure in St. Alme. Mr. Hodgkinson was 
afterward substituted for Mr. Harper, and Mr. ne for Mr. 
White, and all went well. 

A Mr. Laurence about this time frequently displayed his 
skill in dancing,—also Mr. Huggins. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 199 


May 4th. Mrs. Melmoth took her benefit, playing with great 
effect, Hermione, in the “ Distrest Mother.” 

May 6th. Benefit of Mr. Hewitt, leader of the orchestra, 
who brought out a musical trifle, composed by himself, en- 
titled “The Cottages,” thus cast: 


Squire Belmont. . . Mr. TYLER. | Patty . - . . »« Miss Brert. 
Papilotte . . - . Fox, Margaret . ~ « « « Mrs. Bagrr. 


May 1 ath. Mr. Hallam’s benefit. School for Scandal ; 
and, for the firft time, Prince Hoare’s drama, entitled 
The Captive of Spilberg. 


Korowits . . . . . Mr. HopGkINSON. Liebstoff . .. . Mr. HAtvam, Jr. 

Canzeman . . o vee Ox. Ivan - « « . « Mast. StocKWE8Lt. 

Kourakim . . . . ‘%* JEPFERSON. Eugenia . . . . . Mrs. HovGkINson. 

Mousic .. e. ‘* SIMPSON. Moola... . « Miss Barer. 
May 1 sth. Mr. Hodgkinfon’s benefit. 


Firft time, Maffinger’s powerful play of 
A New Way to Pay Old Debts. 


Sir Giles overreach: . Mr. HopGKkInson. Justice Greedy: . . Mr. Jrrregson. 
Lord Lovell .. . ‘© Trier. Tapwell . . ‘** Hoge. 
Wellborn . . . . «3 §* ~ HALLAM. Lady Allworth - . . Mrs, MevLmorn. 
Allworth . . . . . § Fox. Margaret sebadais F ** HODGKINSON, 
Marall. . . ‘MARTIN. Froth. . ‘« Hoge. 


Mr. Hodgkinson failed again in the character of Sir Giles, 
which, in America, has had but four acknowledged representa- 
tives—viz., Cooke, Kean, Booth and Davenport. 

“The Bulse of Diamonds; or, What is She?” an anonymous 
English comedy, was brought out by Hallam, for his benefit 
on the 18th, with the following cast: 


Sir Caustic ele . Mr. HALvam. ApGrifin . . . . Mr. Simpson. 
Belford . ** MARTIN. Garnet . . . . . ‘** Hoga. 
Period. . « - «. « ‘°* HODGKINSON. Lady Mutable . . . Mrs. Hatta. 
Jargon... . ‘* JRFPERSON. Mrs. Dorville . . . ‘¢ HODGKINSON. 
“i Sa ‘© Fox. Mrs.Garnet. . . . ‘“* Hoga. 
a aoth. Mr. Martin’s benefit. 
Wild Oats, Little Hunchback, and the ferious pantomime of 
Jafon and Medea. 
Jason - . . « . Mr. Honexinson. Medea... . . | Mrs. Metmorn. 
Creon. . . - . . ‘* Hoag. | Creuse. . .. ‘© JEFFERSON. 
Fary . . . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Nurse. . . . . - ‘“* Brett. 
May 22d. Mr. Tyler’s benefit. 
Life, and Otway’s farce, called The Cheats of Scapin. 
Scapin . . . . . Mr. Hopa@grnson. Leander... . . Mr. Fox. 
Gripe . . . . . . ** Hoaa, Lucia. . . . . . Miss Brerr. 
Shiftly . . . ‘ Simpson. Clara. . ‘* HARDING. 


O'Keefe’ 8 comedy, “The Lie of the Day,” ‘reduced from his 
play called “The Toy,” was produced for Mr. Jefferson’s 
benefit, on the 25th, with the following cast: 


Sir Carrol O'Donovan . Mr. Crossy. Larry Kavanah . . Mr. MAarrttn, 
Young a Popevan . . “ HaAtpam. Jr. Lady Arable . . . Mrs. JEFFERSON. 
Aircourt . . - . ‘€ Hopa@Kinson. Sophia... eo ‘* HALLAM. 
Alibi . . . . . . ‘Sf JEPPERSON. aor Kavanagh e ‘* Hoea. 


Metheglin .. . -. ‘* Hoga Fib - - Miss Bagrr. 
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June ist. Mr. Hallam, Jr., brought out Mrs. Inchbald’s play, 
translated from Kotzebue, called “The Wise Man of the East.” 
It was cast as follows, but received no especial marks of 


favor: 

Ava Thoana. . . Mr. HopGkInson. Bankwell. . . . . Mr. Crossyr. 
Clarenforth . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Mary oe . Mrs, JEPFERSON. 
Metland . . .. . ‘¢ HALLAM. ati oe ‘ : ‘6 MELMOTH. 
Tim Starch . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Ellen... ... ‘© HopGEINSON. 
Sparklefinger . . . ‘* Wuitmor. Rachel Starch . . . ‘** Hoga. 
Lawley .... . “ Hoge. Ruth Starch .. . “ Haliam. 


The name of Wilmot will be observed in the above as that of 
an individual who had appeared a few times as “a gentleman.” 
Of his merits we have found no record. He afterward mar- 
ried the beautiful and favorite Mrs. Marshall, of the Phila- 
delphia Theatre. 

Mr. Simpson took his benefit on the 8th of June, when his 
step-daughter, Miss Elizabeth A. Westray, made her first ap- 
pearance in New York as Angela, in “The Castle Spectre.” 
Miss E. A. Westray possessed both intellectual and executive 
capacity, excelling in heavy tragedy her more versatile sis- 
ters Mesdames Wood and Darley, though, as a general actress, 
inferior to either., She afterward played in Boston, where 
she married Mr. Villiers, a favorite low comedian, who did 
not long survive his marriage. In 1805, she returned to New 
York, a girlish widow, and her youth and misfortune natu- 
rally exciting the interest and sympathy of the public, she 
soon became one of the main attractions of the theatre. 
Though greatly admired by the gallants of the day, she again 
bestowed her hand on a genuine son of Momus—Twaits—with 
whom she was content to share the vicissitudes of an actor’s 
life. She was still improving as a tragedienne, and promised 
to attain the highest distinction, when death suddenly ter- 
minated her brief career, on the 13th of December, 1813, at 
the early age of 26. 

After a recess for a few nights, the Theatre was re-opened 
on the 29th of June, with Mr. Cooper’s first appearance since 
his return from England, in his favorite and nigny applauded 
character of Hamlet. 

On the lst of July, Mrs. Merry, whom we have noticed as a 
member of Wignell’s Philadelphia company during its per- 
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formance in Greenwich Street, made her first appearance on 
this stage as Belvidera, followed on succeeding nights by 
Juliet, Beatrice, Calista, Monimia and Horatia, in “The Ro- 
man Father,” the latter being played for Cooper’s benefit, to 
his Horatius, on the 18th. This was the first regular “star” 
engagement made for the New York Theatre—its terms were 
one hundred dollars per week and a clear benefit, and proved 
a profitable speculation for the manager. The weather was 
extremely warm, but the opening night yielded $646, and the 
benefit $884. 

For Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson’s benefit, on the 15th of 
July, Monsieur and Mrs. Placide made their first appear- 
ance; the lady as Mrs. Strictland in “The Suspicious Hus- 
band,” and Columbine in the pantomime of the “Magic 
Chamber,” in which her husband appeared as FPierot, the 
Clown. 

Mrs. Placide (the second) was the daughter of Mrs. Pownall, 
previously Mrs. Wrighten, and was highly accomplished in 
singing and dancing, and maintained an enviable rank asa 
comic actress. She continued on the stage for many years, 
and after Placide’s death was long attached to the Philadel- 
phia theatre, as Mrs. Lafolle, having married a musician of 
that name. She died in that city, in 1823, aged about 50. 
This lady was the mother of our noted favorites, Henry and 
Thomas Placide and‘ Mrs. Blake, and grandmother of Mrs. J. 
W. Wallack, Jr. 

Mrs. Wrighten, Mrs. Placide, Mrs. Blake and Mrs. Wallack, 
four generations in direct succession (Mrs. Wallack being the 
daughter of Mrs. Blake by her first husband, Leigh Waring), 
afford a strong argument to the advocates of the position 
that hereditary talent is more generally transmitted through 
the female than the male line. 

To return to our record: a Mr. Story next appeared in sev- 
eral vocal parts, and, in conjunction with Miss E. A. Westray, 
took a benefit on the 20th of July, when his wife made her 
first appearance as Litile Pickle, and Messrs. Darley (senior 
and junfor) appeared in a Grand Concert. 

26, 
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Mr. Darley, the elder—one of the finest of English ballad 
singers—we have already noticed. 

Mr. John Darley, Jr., came with his father to America, and 
occasionally sung at the Philadelphia Theatre as early as 1794. 
He afterward became a Lieutenant of Marines in the United 
States service, but finally returned to the stage, and made his 
first appearance in New York on the before-mentioned occasion, 
and about the same time married Miss Ellen Westray. He 
had a manly, well-proportioned person and a handsome face, 
and though not warmly attached to his profession, possessed 
great merit as a singer, and in a French character, or a light 
walking gentleman, played with ease and vivacity. He joined 
the Park company in 1804, and was for many years greatly 
admired here, but removed to Philadelphia in 1819, and con- - 
tinued playing there until 1840. Having, with the aid of his 
accomplished wife, acquired a competence, he lived in com- 
fortable retirement for several years previous to his death, 
which occurred in 1853, at the age of 78. His son, Mr. Felix 
O. C. Darley, has long been a resident of New York, and is 
widely known as an artist of the highest merit in his own 
peculiar line. 

A Mr. Robertson, from England, appeared on several occa. 
sions during the season, in “ Antipodean Whirligigs,” imita- 
tions of birds, &c.; and Mr. Hopkins Robertson, afterward a 
popular performer, for the first time left his seat on the 
tailor’s board of the theatre to walk its stage, appearing in 
several trifling characters, one of which was Buckle in the 
“ Suspicious Husband.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Placide, Mr. and Mrs. Hallam, Mr. Fennell, 
Mr. Robertson and the manager, received benefits during 
the season, which ended with the month. . 

Corre’s Mount VERNON GaRDENS opened on the 10th of 
August, 1801, with “The Child of Nature” and a grand con- 
cert. The performers were the principal members of the 
Park company, with the addition of Mr. and Mrs. Placide, 
Miss Broadhurst, Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, Miss E. A. West- 
ray, Mr. Story and the Messrs. Darley. 
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Mr. Story took his benefit on the 25th, playing Tom Tug, 
in“The Waterman,” and on the 26th, Mr. Darley, Sr., ap- 
peared as Hawthorn, in “ Love in a Village.” 

Sept. 7th. Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkinson’s benefit took place, 
when Milton’s masque of “Comus” was represented as fol- 
lows : 


Comus .... . Mr. Hop@xinson. The Lady . .. . Miss E. A. Westar. 
Good Spirit . . . . ‘“ Haram. Sabrina . . . . Mrs. JRFFERSON. 
Elder Brother . . . ‘* Hoge. Euphrosyne .. . ‘* HOoD@KINSON. 
Younger Brother . . ‘ HauiamM, Jr. 

Satyrs and Bacchantes . . . Messrs. Dariky, Mr. and Mrs. Piacipsz, &c. 


We do not remember its revival again until 1848, at Bur- 
ton’s Chambers Street Theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Placide took their benefit on-the 9th, Mon- 
sieur appearing on the tight rope in Le Ftte Champetre, and 
his wife as Miss Kitty, in “High Life Below Stairs.” 

The season ended on the 11th September. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
Park Theatre, 1801-2—Mount Vernon Gardens, 1802—Park, 1802-8. 


H E theatrical season commenced on the 16th of 
November, 1801, with “ Lovers’ Vows,” in which 
Mr. Cooper resumed his original part of Frederick, 
and “ Fortune’s Frolic,” with Jefferson as Robin Roughead. 
The company suffered the loss of Mr. and Mrs. Powell, but 
was otherwise little changed. Mr. Cooper's salary was raised 
to $50 per week. Hodgkinson made his first appearance on 
the 18th as Capt. Bertram, in “Fraternal Discord,” followed 
by “The Prize,” with Jefferson as Doctor Lenitive, and Mrs. 
Hodgkinson, Caroline. On the 20th, after the performance of 
“The West Indian,” in which Cooper played Belcour, and Hodg- 
kinson Major O'Flaherty, Fawcett’s pantomimic drama of 
“Obi, or Three-Fingered Jack,” was thus brought out: 


Jack . . 1... . Mr. Hopaxrson. Tuckey. . .. . Mast. STOCKWELL. 
Capt. Orford. . . . ‘* Hauiam, Jr. Rosa. . ... . Mrs. Hop@xkInson. 
Planter .... . ‘“* TYLER. Obi Woman es ify 8 oaa. 

Sam ...... “ Hoge. Quashee’s Wife . » Miss Breet. 
Quashee ..... . ‘\ MARTIN 


The piece was long a great favorite, particularly at holiday 
times, and in minor theatres. 

Nov. 23d. “Wives as They Were,” and the farce of “ The 
Village Lawyer,” produced anonymously at the Haymarket, 
London, in 1787, and rendered long popular by the excellent 
acting of Bannister, Jr., as Scout. It was thus cast here: 


Sheepface . . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. Charles. . .. . Mr. Fox. 
Scout. .... . ss MARTIN. Mrs. Scout. . . . Mrs. Hoea. 
Snarl . .... . “ 6Hoaa. Kate . ... Miss Brett. 


“Tom Thumb” was a favorite afterpiece at this period, 
Master Stockwell being the representative of the little hero. 


@ 
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Dec. 2d. “ Hamlet”—Hamlet, Mr. Cooper—and, first time, a 
farce by Dunlap, entitled, “Where is He?” which afterward 
enjoyed much favor. 


Commodore Scud . . Mr. Hoge. Block . . . . . Mr. JErrERsonN. 
Major Oldatyle . . . ‘* HOp@KINSOM. Louisa. . - . Mrs. HALLAM. 
West . . . . . . “ Martin. Mra. Oldstyle . . . “ Hoge. 

Dec. 11th, Abbé de |’Epee, or Deaf and Dumb. 
Del’Epee. . . . |. Mr. Truxr. Dubols. . . . . Mr. JEFFERson. 
DAriemont . . . . ‘* CoopER. Dominique. . . - ‘** Hoaa. 
St. Alme . - « “ Martin. Theodore .. . . Mrs. hel ae tiladal 
Franval . . . ‘© HopGKkINSON. Mad. Franval. . . ‘‘ 
Dupre. ‘« HaLiax. Marianne... . Miss E. A.  Waivnie. 


Dec. 23d. Gen Burgoyne’s drama, entitled, “Richard Coeur 
de Lion,” its first performance on the Park stage. 


Richard . . . . ° Mr. HopexInson. Antonio . . . . Miss Hagpina. 
Blondel . . . . . £‘* MARTIN. Matilda. . . ». Mrs. Hop@KINSoON. 
SirOwen. . . . . “ TY¥ugr. Laurette . . . . Miss Brerr. 
Florestan. . . . . ‘°* Fox. Colette. . . . . ‘ EA. WESTRAY. 
Seneschal. . . . . ‘* Hoaa. . Julie . . . . . #=‘** %Hoaa. 

Guillot .. ‘6 6 JEFFERSON. Dorcas. . . . Mrs. Brerr. 


This piece ‘has been repeated at different times, but never 
attained popularity. 

The first prominent novelty of the season was Colman’s 
comedy of the “ Poor Gentleman,” whose intrinsic merit still 
commands the applause of admiring audiences, and whose 
diversity of character renders it one of the most frequently 
chosen vehicles for the combination of the most opposite 
lines of talent. It was thus originally played on the 8th of 
January, 1802 : 


Sir Robert ae . Mr. JEPFRRSON. Farmer Harrowby . Mr. HALLAM. 
Doct. Ollapod . - ‘* HODGKINSON. Stephen Harrowby. ‘* Witmor. 
Frederick. . * Coorer. Miss Lucretia McTab Mrs. Hoaa. 
Lieut. Worthington - S* TYLER. Emily Worthington. ‘* HoDGKINSON, 
Sir Charles Cropland . ‘‘ Ha.LiaM, Jr. Dame Harrowby. . ‘* Simpson. 
Corporal Foss . . . ‘* MARTIN. Mary Harrowby. . Miss Brert. 
Humphrey Dobbins . ‘* Hoga. 

The comedy called “Modern Mager was thus first played 
on the 25th: 
Goodwin . . . . . Mr. HopgKinson. Selby . . . . Mr. Marrin. 
Erlen. . o « a “© TYLER, Mrs. Erlen . . . Mrs. MeLmora. 
Ensign Erlen . . . “ Cooper Countess Apewits. ‘¢ SIMPSON, 
Herman... . . ‘** Hoaa. Mad. Lupnitz . . ‘« Hoaa. 
Sharp . . ‘* HAuLaM, Jr. Sophia . . . . Miss E. A. WresrrRay. 
Baron Boldenstern . © Fox, Emily .... ‘<  Hargpina. 


It was not very successful. - 

On the 29th, Mr. Bland, a brother of Mrs. Jordan, made 
his first appearance in America as Tony Lumpkin, under the 
assumed name of Wilson. He was a good singer and come- 
dian, and gave much satisfaction in several humorous parts. 
The celebrated Mrs. Bland, formerly Miss Romanzini, the 
best English ballad singer of the day, was his wife. 
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February 10th. Reynolds’ comedy called “Folly as it 
Flies,” was first played in New York, and was for several years 
received with great favor. lt was last revived, after a sleep 
of a quarter of a century, at Wallack’s Theatre in 1854. It 
was thus first cast: 


Sir Herbert Melmoth . Mr. Tyrer. Curitor . . . . Mr. Hoaa. 
Leonard Melmoth . . ‘* Fox. ie » - « “ QHAPTER. 
Tom Tick. ... . ‘6 HODGKINSON. Capias . . % Wuimor. 
Doctor Infallible . . ‘* MARTIN. Lady Melmoth — . Mrs. Hopcarnson. 
Peter Postobit . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Georgiana . . . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. 
Shenkin . ..-:. . ‘** Wutson. Dame Shenkin. . ‘¢ SIMPSON. 


We here first notice the name of Mr. Shapter, who was for 
several years after a very useful if not ornamental member 
' of the establishment. 

Monk Lewis’s long popular melo-Drama, called “ Adelmorn, 
the Outlaw,” was first played on the 25th, thus cast: 


Adelmorn . . . . Mr. HonGKinson. Ghost of Count Rod- 

Ulfie: oe we we ‘* Cooper. erick . - . Mr. Hania. 
Sigismond . - « “ TYLER. Herman. . . . Miss Hagpina. 
Father Cyprian . . . * Marrin, Orilla . .. . ‘¢ Brett 

Hugo. .... . ‘“* Hoga. Innogen. . =. . Mrs. HopGKINson. 
Lodowick . . . . ‘* JgSFFERSON. Dame Bedra . . ‘* - Hoea. 
Brenno .... . ‘* HAtian, Jr. 


March 8th. Colman’s operatic romance of “Blue Beard, 
or Female Curiosity,” was brought out with great success, and 
its charming music by Kelly soon found its way to every ear, 
and almost every tongue. It was thus played, and both in 
singing and acting deserved the applause it abundantly re- 
ceived : 


Abomelique. . . . Mr. Tries. Fatima . . . . Mrs. Hopaximson. 
Ibrahim . ... . ‘¢ 6 JEPPERSON. Irene . . . . Miss Beers. 
Selim... .. . ‘6 HopGKINSON. Beda. ... . “« E. A. Wus7say. 
Shacabac. . .. . ‘¢ WILSON. 

Schiller’s “Fiesco” was unsuccessfully produced on the 
25th, thus: 
Fiesco. . . Mr. Cooper. Bourgonino . . Mr. Fox. 
Andreas Doria - « »« * HALLAM. Muley Hassan. . ‘* JErFPERSON. 
Gianetto Doria . . . ‘* Martin. | Leonora. . . . Mrs. Hopaxinsog. 
Verrina . .... ‘¢ TYLER. Julia Doria. . . ‘6 6 JEYPERSON. 


The admirable Mrs. Merry commenced an engagement 
on the 19th of April, as Juliet, and was most enthusiastic- 
ally received. She afterward appeared as Calista, Belvidera, 
Alicia, Isabella, Lady Teazle and Euphrasia, for her benefit 
on the 8th of May. Her opening night yielded $1,000; 
her benefit $900 ; and her whole engagement averaged 
over $800 per night. 

Cobb’s charming operetta of “Paul and Virginia,” with its 
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artless and innocent hero and heroine, and the delightful 
music of Reeve and Mazzinghi, was first played with great 
applause on the 7th of May, thus cast: 


Paul . - « .- «+ Mr. Hopa@xrnson. Sebastien . . . . Mr. Wuibmor. 
Capt. Tropic . eu 38 ieee Alamba. . . . . =“ WILSON. 

Don Actonio. . . . ‘“* HALLaM,dr. Virginia . . . . Mrs. HopGKINSON. 
Diego. . . . . . =‘ Hoag. Mary . . . . Miss Brett. 
Dominique . ‘6 JEFFERSON. Jacintha 23 ** HARDING. 


The name “of Darley (probably the elder) appears in the 
bills May 10th, when he was announced for a song in the fourth 
act of “Alexander the Great,” and also on the 12th, in the 
opera of the “Duenna,” thus played for Mr. Tyler’s benefit: 


Don Jerome... . Mr. TYLER. Mendoza . . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Ferdinand . .. . HopGKINSON. ! Lopez . . . . . ‘Sf Haram, 
Carlos. . . . . « ‘f WILSON. ! Loufsa. . . . ». Miss Brett. 
Antynio . . . . . = Fox. Clura’. . . . . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Father Panl . . . . ‘* DARLBY. Margaret . . . . ‘* Hoaa. 


On this occasion, Mr. Crosby made his only appearance for 
the season as Old Wilding, in the “ Liar.” 

May 19th. Mr. Hogg, on his benefit night, brought out 
O’Keefe’s farce called the “Irish Mimic,” which was thus per- 
formed : 


Cypros .. .. . Mr. Hoaa. Colin... . . Mr. JEPrerson. 
Capt. Clifford . . . ‘°* MARTIN. Mrs. Malcolm. . . Mrs. Hoga. 
Parrotts . . . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Julia Malcolm . . ‘* HALLAM. 


May 21st. McNally’s celebrated comedy, called the “Fol- 
lies of Fashion,” was played tor Mrs. Hodgkinson’s benefit. 
Its cast was admirable: 


Sir Buzzard Savage . Mr. Hoaa. ' Widow Volatile . Mrs, Mg.Lmora. 

Capt. Douglass . . . ‘“* Cooper. Lady Peippant: Be: 

Welford . . . . . £=‘* Hop@kINSON. age. . . ‘¢ HALLAM. 

Ordeal e, m2 ‘<< TYLER. Clara... . ‘¢ Hopgkinson. 

Cheaterly. . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Constance . . . Miss E. A. WestRay. 

Col. Staff. . . . . ‘** HaALvam, Jr. | Grace. . .. . ‘© Brett. 

Nicholas . . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Honor... ‘© Harding. 
Muslin . . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 


June 4th, for Miss Brett’s benefit, we find the first cast on 
this stage of Shakspeare’s “Henry IVth,” in which Hodgkin- 
son’s personation of Falstaff received less approbation than 
any standard comic character he had ever appeared in. The 
whole play was thus cast: 


Falstaff . . 1. | Mr. HODGKINSON. == Francis. . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. 
Henry IV. oe Hava. Poins . .. . ‘* WILSON, 
Prince of Wales . . ** MARTIN. | Bardolph . . . ‘* Hoaa. 
Hotspur . . . . . ‘* Cooper. Carrier. . . . ‘* WurtMot. 
SirR. Vernon . . . “ Tyuer. ' Lady Percy . . Mrs. HopGkInson. 
Northumberland . . ‘‘ ROBERTSON. . Hostess... ‘* Brett. 


Cooper’s elegant presence and spirited ‘ad eloquent elocu- 
tion rendered Hotspur the charm of the piece. Mr. Hopkins 
Robertson, whom we have before alluded to, played Northum- 
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berland on this occasion, and during the season attracted much 
attention by the judgment evinced in his performances. He 
rose, by the sheer force of merit, from the lowest rank toa 
station of considerable eminence, and enjoyed the regard ot 
the audience for a long period. In Scotchmen, and in the 
serious characters of comedy, he was most esteemed, though 
he played every thing that was required of him with great 
respectability. Mr. Robertson was attached to the theatre in 
Richmond, Va., at the time it was burned in 1811, and by his 
presence of mind succeeded in saving many who, but for 
him, would have perished in the ruins. He died in New 
York, November 10th, 1819, aged 48 years. 

June 7th. Mr. Hewitt, the orchestra leader, for his benefit, 
brought out Dibdin’s “Il Bondocani” with success, and it long 
remained one of the most favorite stock pieces of the theatre. 
In later years it was played as the “Caliph of Bagdad,” with 
the music of Boildieu. It was thus originally performed 


Caliph .... . Mr. HonGKINSON. Abdallah . . . Mr. Fox. 

Cadi. «  « « «6 -% ‘6 JEFFERSON. Hazeb .. . . ‘* TYLER. 
Chebib.... . ** Hoga. Hassan... . ‘* MARTIN. 
Mahound .... . 6c WILMOT. | Darina . . . . Miss Brett. 
Mesrour ....... ‘¢ WILSON, Selima . . . Mrs. HopGKINnson. 


June 9th. Mrs. J. Darley, late Miss Ellen Westray, made 
her first appearance this season as Fatima, in “ Blue Beard,” 
for the benefit of her sister Elizabeth, and on the 11th, 
played Amelia Wildenheim tor the benefit of her mother, 
Mrs. Simpson. 


June 14th, Mr. Hallam’s Benefit. 
Firft time, Holman’s comedy, ‘* The Votary of Wealth.”’ 


Old Vizordly. . . . Mr. Hoga. Harry Melville . Mr. Haram, Jr. 
Leonard Vizordly . . ‘* Fox. Lady Vizordly. . Mrs Hoaa. 
Drooply .... . ‘* HODGKINSON. Julia Vizordly.  . ‘* Hop@kInson. 
Cleveland . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Mra. Cleveland. ‘© MELMOTH. 
Oakworth. . .. . ‘* WUILSON. , Caroline. . . ‘‘  HALLaM, 
Sharpset . . .. . ‘Ss JEFFERSON. | Gangica. . . . Miss A. Brerrt. 


Though successful at Covent Garden, this comedy never 
attained popularity in New York. 

The manager brought the season to a close on the 18th 
with a benefit to Messrs. Shapter, Robertson and Wiltse,—the 
“ Stranger” and “ Paul and Virginia” constituting the enter- 
tainments. 

On the 20th, the theatre was opened for the benefit of the 
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Poor Actors’ Fund, when the “ Poor Gentleman” and “ Rosina” 
were played. | 

Mr. Cooper also opened it on the 24th, when he personated 
Howard, in the “ Will,” and Mr. Francis, of Philadelphia, ap- 
peared as Old Brummagem, in “Lock and Key.” 

Mr. Robertson, the performer of ground and lofty tumbling, 
appeared several nights, and the establishment finally closed 
on Monday evening, July 5th, to an audience of $1,245, the 
entertainments being Burke’s drama of “ Bunker Hill,” and a 
patriotic sketch, called the “Retrospect,” in which Mr. Cooper 
read the Declaration of Independence. 

A portion of the company, directéd by Mr. Hodgkinson, 
took possession of Corre’s Mounr Vernon Garvens on the 5th 
of July, which was opened with “ All the World’s a Stage,” 
and an olio of recitation and singing, in which appeared Mrs. 
Melmoth, Mrs. Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. Douglass, Mr. Darley, 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Wilson. 

On the 7th, Mrs. Melmoth took her farewell benefit, pre- 
vious to removing to Philadelphia, appearing as Matilda, in — 
the “ Carmelite,” and delivering a farewell address. 

On the 28th, for Mr. Hodgkinson’s benefit, Bickerstaff’s 
comedy of the “Hypocrite” was performed for the first time, 
as follows: 


Mawworm . . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. Seyward . . . . Mr. HatraM, Jr. 

Doct. Cantwell . . . ‘* Hop@kINgoN. Charlotte . . . . Mrs. HongKInson. 

Sir John Lambert . . ‘* Hoga. Old Lady Lambert . ‘* MHoaa. 

Col. Lambert . . . ‘* MARTIN. Young Lady Lambert ‘* JEFFERSON. 

Darniey . . - ._- ‘* DARLEY. Betty . . . s . - KING. 
August 13th. Mr. Fennell, who was then in prison for debt, 


had a benefit assigned him, when Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy of 
“Such Things Are” was performed. 

Sept. 20th. For Mrs. Hodgkinson’s benefit, a play called 
the “ Death of Louis XVI,” with Hodgkinson as the King, and 
Mrs. Hodgkinson as Marie Antoinette. 

The season ended on the 22d, with a benefit to Mr. Wilson, 
who appeared as Larry Kavanagh, in the “ Lie of the Day.” 

Performances were resumed at the “Park,” October 11th, 
1802, with the drama of * Adelmorn the Outlaw,” in which 
Messrs. Hodgkinson, Cooper, Hallam, Tyler, Jefferson, Martin 
and Hogg, Mrs. Hodgkinson, Mrs. Hogg, and Miss A. Brett, 
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performed their original parts, and Miss Hogg, who was now 
being brought forward in her profession, personated Herman, 
formerly sustained by Miss Harding, who had left the theatre. 
The afterpiece was the “Old Maid.” 

The names of Mrs. Melmoth, Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, Miss E. 
A. Westray, Miss Harding, Mr. Crosby, Mr. Darley, and Mr. 
Fox, are not on the stock list this season. 

October 13th. Mrs. Whitelock made her first appearance 
on the Park stage as Elwina, in “Percy,” supported by Hodg- 
kinson as Percy, and Cooper as Douglas. In the afterpiece of 
_ “Who's the Dupe?” Mr. Wilson (or Bland) re-appeared as 
Gradus. 


a 
Oct. 15th, Douglas. 
Young Norval . . . Mr. Coorer. | Glenalvon . . Mr. FENWELL. 
Old Norval . . . ‘* HopagInson. Lady Randolph . . Mrs. WHITELOOK. 


The company, it will be perceived, was very strong in the 
tragic department. 

Oct. 25th. “A Gentleman” made his first appearance as 
Stephen Harrowby, and soon took a subordinate position in the 
, company as Mr. Turnbull. He never attained distinction, 
but his daughters in later years enjoyed much of the public 
favor. Miss C. Turnbull, (afterward successively Mrs. Prit- 
chard and Mrs. Lovell) and Miss Julia Turnbull, are the 
ladies alluded to. 

Mr. Whitelock made his first appearance on the 27th, as 
Major O Flaherty, in the “ West Indian.” 

Mrs. Whitelock played in succession Lady Townly, Isabella, 
Elvira, and Calis(a, and on the 10th of November, Mr. Prig- 
more made his first appearance in five years as Sir George 
Thunder, in “ Wild Oats.” 

Nov. 15th. A drama by the manager, called “Peter the 
Great,” was thus played for the first time : 


Peter ..... Mr. Cooper. Iwan Suderow. . Mr. Manrrin. 


Suckernin . . . .  ‘** FRNNELL. Count Prestoff g- SE Eelonons 
Orloff! . oo... . . ‘6 HopakINnson. Gen. Arkim . . ‘* Hatram, Jr. 
Col. Suderow . ... = ‘* TYLER. Sophia . . . . Mra. WHITRLOOK. 


It was not very successful, but was occasionally revived as 
late as 1815. 

Nov. 17th. Mrs. Johnson, with all her charms of mind and 
person more fully developed, made her first appearance, after 
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an absence of five years, to a crowded house, and with enthu- 
siastic approbation, in Mrs. Cowley’s comedy of “ Which is the 
Man ?” thus cast for the occasion: 


Lord Sparkle . . . Mr. Witson. | Lady Bell Bloomer . Mra, JOHNSON. 
Fitzherbert . . . . ‘* TYLer. ' Clarinda. . . ‘* JEPPERSON. 
Beanochamp . . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. DUE og 8 eS Miss Hoce. 
Bellville . . . . . ‘¢ MARTIN. Sophy Pendragon . Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Bobby Stade Se . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Kitty. . . . . . ‘* Hoge. 
Servant .... . ‘< TUBNBULL. Mrs. Johnson . . Brerr. 


Nov. 22. Mr. Johnson made his first appearance in five 
years, as Sir Peter Teazle, with Mrs. Johnson as Lady 
Teazle,and Fennell and Hodgkinson as Joseph and Charles 
Surface. | 

Nov. 29th, The Rivals ; 
and a farce called ‘* The Country Heirefs,” altered from Van- 
brugh’s celebrated comedy of ‘‘ The Relapfe.” 


Lord Foppington . . Mr. JEFFERSON. LOPys. te 4S vee Mr. JOHNSON, 
Young Fashion . ‘¢ MARTIN. Coupler. ae ‘<< PRIGMORE. 
Sir Tanbelly Clumsey “ Hoaa. Miss Hoyden ae Mrs. HODGKINSON. 
Sir J. Friendly . . “© Haan, Jr. Nurse ... ... ‘s BRETT. 


Mrs. Whitelock’s next characters were Queen Margaret, 
(Battle of Hexham) LEuphrasia, Lady Anne, (Deserted 
Daughter) Belvidera and Queen Elizabeth, and Mrs. Johnson's, 
Beatrice, Joana, Astrabel, (Italian Father) Agatha Friberg, 
Floranthe, and Cora. 

December 10th, first night of the pantomimic drama of 
“Gil Blas,” which was played several times with the annexed 


cast : 
GilBlags . . .. . Mr. JEFFERSON. Captain . . . . Mr. Martin. 


His Father . . . . ‘* PRIGMORE. Dorothea . . . * PrRiamorE! 
Gi) Perez. . 2. we ‘© TURNBULL. Gil Blas’ Mother . . Mrs. Hoga. 
Father Dominic. . . ‘* Hoaa@. Spanish Lady. . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Lay Brother . : ‘¢ JOHNSON. Girl cw Sa Ce Miss Houa. 


January ist, 1803. Receipts $1,090. “Blue Beard,” with 
Fennell as Abomelique, and Hodgkinson as Shacabac. 

January 5th. Mr. Cooper’s last appearance previous to his 
visiting Europe was announced as “ Macbeth, (Mrs. Whitelock 
as Lady Macbeth”) but the vessel being detained, and his 
attraction increasing as his departure drew near, he appeared 
on the 6th, 7th and 8th insts. as Penruddock, Richard III. and 
Hamlet. 

A farce by Fennell, called the “Wheel of Truth,” was played 
on the 12th, with the following cast of characters, and was 
successful enough to attract to the author’s benefit a sum suf- 
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ficient to release him from the prison where he was again 
incarcerated for debt. 


Harlequin. . . . Mr. Hopaxkrnson. | Obadiah . . . . Mr. TYurr. 
Old Whimmy .. . ‘** Hoga. | Beau. . . © Haram, Jr. 
Doctor Puffaway . . ‘* JOHNSON. ' ‘Miss Whimmy . » Mrs. JEFFERSON. 
Thoughtless . . . . ‘* MARTIN, Tubitha. . . . Mrs. Hoea.- 
John... ¢ JEFPERSON. ‘| Polly .. Miss Brerr. 


Dibdin’s g “ School for Prejudice,” enlarged from his comedy 
of “Liberal Opinions,” was thus first played on the 21st: 


Old Liberal . : . . Mr. Huea. Chevy Chase. . . Mr. Haram, Jr. 
Frank Liberal . . . ‘“* HouDGEINSON. Mrs. Howard . . . Mrs. JEFFERSON. 
Counselor preouly: . ‘ TYLER. Marian . . . « ‘ JOHNSON. 
Mildway . . - . “© MARTIN, Miss Liberal . . « ‘** Breer. 
Parchment. . . . ‘* HALLAM. Fanny . . . . . ‘*f Hop@KINgoON. 
Joho Grouse. . . ‘6 JOHNSON. | Rachel. . . . . =‘ Hoaa. 
Ephraim . . ‘6 JEFFERSON. Jenny . . . . Miss Hoga. 


It was last . at the Park, in 1833, with Mr, Wilkinson 
as Ephraim. 
Dunlap’s drama of “ Ribbemont, or the Feudal Baron,” was 


revived on the 31st, as follows: 


Ribbemont. . . . Mr. HopaKkinson, | Mannel. . . . . Mr. FENNELL. 
Theodore. . . . . bya GENTLEMAN. Countess . . . . Mrs. WHITELOCK. 


The “gentleman” debutant was a Mr. Cox, but neither player 
nor play proved successful. “The Voice of Nature,” another 
of the manager’s translations or adaptations, was far more 
fortunate, and commanded popular approbation for many 
years. It was thus first played on the 4th of February, 1803: 


Alphonso. . . . . Mr. FRENNELL. Clarinda . . . . Mrs. JEFFERSON. 
Rinaldo... . . #£=‘°f HopGKINson. Alzaira . . . . “ JouNsON, 
Pedro. . . . . . #=‘* HALuamM, Jr. Lilla . . . . . ‘*© HODGKINSON. 
Vasques . .. . “© JOHNSON. Benedetta. . . . ‘“* Hoa@e. 
Child... .. “Miss F. HopGKINSORN. Isabella... ‘¢~6 BRET. 


This was the first appearance of Mrs. Hodgkinson’s second 
daughter, who, Mr. Dunlap informs us, grew to be a most 
amiable and estimable woman. 

Feb. 28th, a farce called the “Good Neighbor,” with Tyler 
as Sotheby, Johnson as Eaton, Jefferson as Thomas, and Miss 
Hogg as Rose, was favorably received. 

Lewis’s tragedy of “ Alfonso” was first performed on the 
2d of March, and became so much of a favorite that it was 
repeated every season for many years. It was thus cast: 


Alfonso . . . ©. « Mr. Trier. | Melchior . . . . Mr. Harram, Jr. 
Orsino . . .« « « ‘** FENNELL Ottilia . 2... .) Mra. WHITELOCE. 
Cwsario . - . . * HODGKINSON. Amelrosa . . . . ‘** JOHNSON. 
Father Basil . ~ « « * JOHNSON, Estrella . . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. 
Henriques... ‘© MARTIN. Boiss: .; . . Miss Hoga. 
March 4th, “ Alfonfo, and, firft time, Macnally’ s farce of 
Retaliation. 
Old Rebate . . . . Mr. Hoga. Frank . . . . . Mr. Marrin. 
Precipe Rebate . . . ‘* JEFFERSON. Amelia. . . . . Mrs. Hopexinsox. 
Traman .. .. . ‘** HALiaM, Jr. Lucy . . . . . Miss Baerr. 
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Holcroft’s “Tale of Mystery” was very successfully per- 
formed on the 16th, for the first time, and for thirty years 
after retained possession of the stage. Its characters were 


thus distributed : 

Francisco. . . . . Mr. FRenneLt. Michelli Mr. JEFFERSON. 

Count Romaldi . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Piero . . . . . =“ Hoaa. 

Bonamo . . . . . ‘* TYLER. Malvogli . . . . ‘* Haya, Jr. 

Stephano. . . . . ‘* MARTIN. + Selina . . . . Mrs. Jounson. 

Montano . ** JOHNSON. Fiemmetta . © Hoaa. 
March 30th. “The Blind Boy,” altered by Dunlap from 


Kotzebue’s “ Epigram,” was produced with small success. 


Don Jasper Mr. JOHNSON. Theodore . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Doo Montefogo . . * Houe. Margaretta . . . ‘* Hoaa. 
MajorSydenhum . . ‘‘ HODGKINSON. Isabella. . «  ‘* Hop@KINSON. 
Doct. Santodiro . . . ‘* MARTIN. Frederica. . . . ‘* HALLAM. 
Oliviero . . 2. . «0 § TYLER. Louisa. . . . . ‘* JBFFERSON. 
Carlos. . ‘¢ JEFFERSON. 


A play called the “Tournament” was brought out on the 
20th of April, with great expense and small profit. Mr. Hal- 
lam played Ernest, Mr. Hodgkinson Albert, Mr. Fennell Eber- 
hard, Mr. Tyler Thorring, and Mrs. Johnson Agnes. 

Fennell played King Lear on the 27th, with Hodgkinson as 
Edgar, and Mrs. Johnson Cordelia; and in the farce of the 
“Poor Soldier,” on the same evening, a “young lady” made 
her first appearance as Norah. She was afterward known as 
Miss Patten, a serviceable but not talented performer. 

Holcroft’s comedy, “ Hear Both Sides,” was first given on 
the 4th of May, but did not long retain a footing on the 


» 

boards. It was thus cast: 
Fairfax. me Mr, FENNELL. Major Tennis . . Mr. PRIcmore. 
Headlong . . . . ‘* MARTIN. Quillet. . . . . ‘%* JEPYERSON. 
Transit . . . . . £‘* HODGEINSON. Gregory . . . . ‘* HALiam. 
Melford . . . . ‘* TYLER. Caroline . » Mrs. JouNnson. 
Sir Ralph Aspen . » ** Hoea. Eliza ‘*  HopexkInsow. 

May 9th. Mr. Martin’s Benefit. 

Firft time on this ftage, Cibber’s comedy of 

She Would and She Would Me 
Don Manuel Mr. JEPPERSON. Host. ... Mr. PRIGMORE. 
Don Philip . . . . ‘* FENNELL. Alguazil . . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. 
Don Lewis . . . . ‘** HALLAM, Jr. Hypolita Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Don Octavio. . . . ‘* MARTIN. Flora Miss Hoaa. 
aah a ae be cere Rosara . Mrs. JEFFFRSON. 
Viletta . Miss Brett. 


“May 11th. Mr. Jefferson presented for his benefit the first 
performance of Reynolds’ comedy of “ Delays and Blunders,” 
thus cast: 


Sir E. Delany . Mr. TYLur. Privilege . . . Mr. Turnpoue. 
Lieut. St. Orme. . . ‘* FENNELL. Nightshade . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Sapling 7 - + “ Hoga. Mrs. St. Orme. Mrs. WHITELOOK. 
Heo ~ « « ** MARTIN. Mrs. Sapling . «Hoga, 

Paul Postpone . . © ‘* HopaxkInson. Honora ‘¢ JOHNSON. 
Robert Grange . . . ‘‘ JSPFERSON. Lauretta ‘¢ HOopD@kINSON, 
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Mrs. Johnson took her benefit on the 13th, appearing as 
Rosalind in “ As You Like It,” reciting the pathetic ballad of 
“‘Mary, the Maid of the Inn,” and presenting, for the first time, 
Colman’s celebrated and still favorite farce of the “ Review, 
or the Wags of Windsor,” which was thus admirably cast: 


Deputy Bull. . . . Mr. Jonnson. Dubbs... . Mr. Hata, Jr. 
Capt. Beaugard. . . ‘ MARTIN. Charles Williams. . “ S#apTeR. 
Caleb Quotem . . . ‘* HODGKINSON. Grace Gaylove . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
John Lump . . . . ‘* JBFFERSON. Lucy . . . .. . Miss Brert. 
Looney McTwolter . . ‘* TYLer. Phoebe Whitethorn . ‘“ Hoag. 


Macklin’s “Man of the World” was played (probably for 
the first time in New York) on the 20th, for Mr. Tyler’s bene- 
fit, cast as follows, but the beneficiary was hardly equal to 
the requirements of the part assumed. 


Sir Pertinax McSycophant ... . Mr. Tyrer. 
Lord Lumbercourt. . Mr. JouNson. Serjeant Eitherside . Mr. Suapter. 
Egerton . . .  . ~~. += ‘** HODGKINSON. ' Lady McSycophant . Mrs. Hoaa. 4 
Sidney... . . ‘© KENNELL, Lady Rodolpha . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Melville .. . . © HaALLam. | Constantia. . . . ‘6 JEFFERSON. 
Couns, Plausible . . ‘ Prigmore. Betty Hint. . . . Miss Brert. 


Mr. Hodgkinson produced a drama called “Charlotte Cor- 
day,” for his benefit, on the 23d, in which he appeared in a 
part called Theodore ; his wite as Marie Antoinette ; his daugh- 
ter as the Dauphin ; Miss Hogg as the Princess Royal; Fen- 
nell as Marat; Martin as Robespierre, and Mrs. Johnson as 
the beautiful and high-souled heroine. 

Mr. Hogg took his benefit on the 25th, with “She Would 
and She Would Not,” and the first performance of Cobb’s 
musical farce, “A House to be Sold,” thus dast: 


Capt. Kelaon. . . . Mr. JOHNSON. : Matthew Mug. . . Mr. JRFFERSON 
CharlesKelson . . . ‘* MaRgrIn. Madame Dorillie . Mrs. Hoca. 
Belfield . . . . . =“ Hatuam, Jr. Charlotte. . . . =‘ JEFFERSON. 
Meshee .. . . “* Hoga. Fanny . . . . . Miss Hoge, 


The Segalar season terminated on the 27th, with Mrs. Hodg- 
kinson’s benefit and the production of a new comedy called 
the “ Fair Fugitive, or He Forgot Himself,” with the following 
cast : 


Lord Dartford . . . Mr. JEFFERSON. | Welford. . . . . Mr. Haram. Jr. 
Sir W. Wingrove . . ‘4 TyLer. Mrs. Manly . . . Mrs. Hoae. 

Mr. Wingrove . . . ‘* FENNELL. Miss Manly . . . Miss Brett. 

Old Manly. . . . . ‘ JOHNSON. Mrs. Cleveland . . Mrs, JEFFERSON. 
Young Manly . . . ‘* HopDGEINSON. Miss Herbert. . . ‘* JOHNSON, 
Admiral pevelene: . ‘© Hoaa. Julia Wingrove . . ‘* HopGKingon. 
Larron. ‘* MARTIN. Mrs. Larron .. ‘«  BRett. 


The afterpiece was the “Children in the Wood, ” with Mis 
F. Hodgkinson as the Girl, and Master T. Jefferson’s first ap- 
pearance on the stage as the Boy. This little lad was the 
eldest child of the comedian, and on reaching manhood bade 
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fair to become a distinguished artist. He made his first ap- 
pearance in an adult character in Philadelphia, as Master 
Slender, in 1821, and died there of consumption in 1824. 

The establishment re-opened on the 30th with the “Good 
Neighbor,” the “Tournament,” and rope-dancing by a Signor 
Manfredi. 

Mrs. Melmoth made her first appearance this year, on the 
10th of June, as Queen Elizabeth, in the “Earl of Essex,” for 
Mr. Johnson’s benefit. 

On the 20th, the “Stranger” was played for the benefit of 
Mrs. Seymour (who had rejoined the company, after an ab- 
sence of two years), and is memorable as being the last play 
ig which Mrs. Hodgkinson ever appeared, her character being 
Mrs. Haller. Although suffering from illness, like her sister, 
Miss Brett, who had already been compelled to retire, she ap- 
pears not to have thought of repose, until the greatest efforts 
would no longer enable her to endure the fatigue of acting. 
The sisters both died of consumption in the month of Sep- 
tember. 

July 4th. “The Glory of Columbia,” altered from “ Andre,” 
was played to a house of $1,287, and repeated on the 6th, for 
the benefit of the author, to $444. 

The season ended on the 8th, with Signor Manfredi’s benefit. 

Some performances took place afterward at Mount Vernon 
Garpens, where for several weeks tight-rope entertainments 
were given by Signor Manfredi. 

This was also Mr. Hodgkinson’s last season in New York. 
He engaged for the Southern theatres with Mr. Placide, and 
died in Washington, in 1805. No succeeding performer has 
ever enjoyed an equal reputation for versatility and general 
merit, and in many characters of comedy, both high and low, 
he excelled every contemporary. 

It was also Mr. Jefferson’s last regular season, although he 
re-appeared during two or three brief star engagements. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Park Theatre, 1803-4—Grove Theatre, 1804—Park. 1804-6. 


H E Park Theatre opened for its seventh season on 
the evening of November 14th, 1803. The company 
had been weakened by the loss of Mr. Cooper, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hodgkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Whitelock, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jefferson, Mr. Wilson, Mrs. Brett, Miss Brett and Miss Hard- 
ing—a loss which the engagement of Mrs. Melmoth, Mr. 
Harwood and Mr. and Mrs. Harper was inadequate to repair. 
The bill for the night was Cibber’s comedy of “She Would 
and She Would Not,” and Colman’s farce of “Ways and 
Means,” with Mr. Harwood’s first appearance on the Park 
stage as Trapanti and Sir David Dunder. His success was 
complete, and he soon became a favorite of the first distinc- 
tion. 

The yellow fever having prevailed in the city during the 
fall, by which six hundred and seventy deaths had occurred, 
a benefit was given to the necessitous families of the sufferers 
on the 18th, when “She Would and She Would Not” was 
repeated, with the farce of “Lock and Key,” in which Harwood 
played Ralph; Johnson, Old Brummagem ; Miss Hogg, Laura ; 
and Mrs. Seymour, Fanny. 

On the 21st of November, Colman’s still popular comedy of 
“John Bull” was played for the first time in America, with 


the following cast: 
Peregrine. . .. . Mr. TYLer. Tom Shuffieton . . Mr. Harprr. 


Sir Simon Rochdale. . ‘* JOHNSON. Dan. ..... ‘Haram. 
Frank Rochdale. . . ‘“* MARTIN. Lady Caroline . . Mrs. Hatiam. 
Job Thornberry. . . ‘“ Hoge. Mary Thornberry. . ‘ JOHNSON. 
Dennis Brulgruddery . ‘* Harwoop. Mrs. Brulgruddery . ‘* Hoea. 


In the above performance, Mr. Harper made his first ap- 
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pearance in three years; Mr. Hogg, as Job Thornberry, first 
fully hit the taste of the town, and thoroughly established 
himself in its favor; and Mr. Harwood was pronounced Dennis 
Brulgruddery himself. 

Mr. Fennell and Mrs. Melmoth made their first appearance 
for the season on the 25th, (then celebrated as Evacuation 
Day with great enthusiasm) as Gen. Washington, and Mrs. Bland 
in the “Glory of Columbia,” to a receipt of nearly $1,000. 

On the 30th, they appeared in “Macbeth,” after which, for 
the first time, was represented Oulton’s farce of the “Sixty- 
third Letter,” thus cast: 


Sir Wilfal Positlve. . Mr. JOHNSON. Sharp . » Mr. Hoaa. 
Sidney . . ... ‘© SHaPpreR. ar Metaphor. . . Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Duleet. . . 2... ‘* Harwoop. Lydia .... . Miss Hoga. 
Patrick Casey - . ‘ PYLER. Patty . .... Mrs. SEYMOUR. 


Dec. 5th. Mr. Serson, under the designation of a “gentle- 
man,” made his début as Earl Osmond, and on the 14th, played 
Dumont in “Jane Shore.” He appeared in a few other parts 
with little success. 

Dec. 9th. First night of Boaden’s comedy, called the 
“Maid of Bristol,’ which, thoygh neatly written and of con- 
siderable interest, failed to Pace possession of the stage. It 
was thus cast: 


Lindorf . . . . Mr. Fenne ey. Cranium .. . . Mr. Marrin. 
Gellert. . . . . . ‘¢ JOHNSON. Clod. . .... ‘; HALLaéM. 
Schultzer. . . . . ‘© TYLER. Stella... .. Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Oakum .... . ‘* Hoga. Mrs. Oakum . . . ‘* MELMOUTH. 
Ben Block . . . . ‘* Harwoop. Mrs. Shark .. . ‘* Hoga. 
Shark. . . .. . ‘* HaRgpEr. Kate. . .... Miss Hoaa. 


Allingham’s farce of “Mrs. Wiggins,” the fun of which 
turned on the confused identity of three ladies bearing the 
same name, was first played on the 14th, and received much 
applause, with the following cast: 


Old Wivgins. . . . Mr. HAarwoop. Mrs. Wiggins . . . Mrs. Hoca. 
Tom Wiggins . . ‘© HARPER. Mrs. Chloe Wiggins . ‘* Seymour. 
O’Bubble. . .. . ‘¢ TYLER. Mrs. Tom Wiggins . Miss PatreEn. 


On the 20th, Dunlap’s noted farce of “ Bonaparte in Eng- 
land” was first played with great success: Mr. Martin as Lieut. 
O'Connor ; Mr. Harwood as Shadrack, the supposed Bona- 
parte; Mr. Hallam as Blouze; Mrs. Hogg as Mrs. Notable, and 
Miss Hogg as Sally Snip. These characters were personated 
by Irish Anderson, Placide, John Fisher, Mrs. Wheatley and 
Miss Rae, at the great “ Dunlap Benefit,” given in 1833, when 

28 
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the farce was revived under the title of “Thirty Years 
Ago. ” 

On the 30th, Mrs. Darby, formerly Miss Milbourne, of Phil- 
adelphia, made her first appearance as Sally, in the “ Purse.” 
She was not much of an actress, but valuable as a singing 
and dancing auxiliary. 

Mr. Claude’s début in New York, and fourth appearance in 
public, took place on the 4th of January, 1804, as George 
Barnwell, (Mrs. Harper as Millwood) a character he had played 
at Baltimore, where he first appeared. He afterward person- 
ated Young Norval, Alonzo, Frederick in the “Poor Gentle- 
man,” &c., and became a useful member of the company. 

He played here for the last time in 16811, and Dunlap says 
that he died young; but other authorities aver that he lived to 
a mature age, and having studied divinity, finally made the 
pulpit his stage of action. 

Sheridan’s “Critic” was revived on the 6th of January, 
1804, but did not secure a proper appreciation, although Har- 
wood appeared as Puff and Sir Fretful, Fennell as Sneer, and 
Mrs. Hogg as Tilberina. Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Seymour and Miss 
Hogg, as the Italian Singers, carried off most of the applause. 

Allingham’s comedy of the'“ Marriage Promise” was thus 
first performed on the 11th, but failed to create the sensation 
it had excited in London: | 


Sidney. . . . . . Mr. MaARrrIN. Policy . . . . . Mr. Hauuam, Jr. 
Charles Merton . . ‘* PYLER. Mrs. Howard . . . Mrs. Mretmorna., 
George Howard. . . ‘* FENNELL. Emma... . . s¢ JOHNSON. 
Console... . . ‘* Hoaa. * Mary Woodland . «HALLAM. 
Tandem .... . ‘* HAaBWoop. Mrs. Harvey. . . ‘* MHoaa. 
Woodland. . . . . ‘* HALLAM. Margery . . . . ‘* SEYMOUR. 


“Raymond and Agnes, or the Bleeding Nun,” a serious 
pantomime, was brought out as an afterpiece on the 16th, 
with the following distribution: 


Count. .... . Mr. HALLAM. Claude... . . Mr. SHAPrER. 
Don Felix . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. Countess . . . . Mrs. Darsy. 
Raymond. ... . ‘s MARTIN. Agnes .... . Miss PATTERN. 
Robert . . . . ‘4 FENNELL. Margaretta . . . Mrs. HARPER. 
Baptiste . . . . . ‘6 HARPER. Nanette. . . . . ‘*  Sermous. 
Theodore. . . “Hoga. Bleeding Nun. . . ‘* Haram. 


“A Tale of Terror,” written by Henry Siddons, son of the 
great actress, was thus first played on the 23d: 


Valdarno. ... . Mr. FENNELL. Petro .... . Mr. Harwoop. 
Hannibal. . ... ‘© TYLER. Guzman .. . . ‘ Hoaa. 
Carlos. . ... . ‘¢ SERSON. Marcia. .... Mrs. MreLmora. 


]azaretto. . .. . ‘6 MARTIN. Paulina . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
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February 1st. Was produced, for the first time, a very 
pleasing melo-dramatic spectacle, by Prince Hoare, called 
“Chains of the Heart,” embodying the whole company in its 
representation, and introducing to the public, in the character 
of Fatima, the pretty and youthful Miss Dellinger, afterward 
@ great favorite. She could sing a ballad very pleasingly, 
and glide through a pas-seul very gracefully, but as an actress 
had little to recommend her to the favor she enjoyed. With 
the exception of one or two seasons, she continued here until 
1820. : 

In the above spectacle, Harwood wag exceedingly happy as 
Cotillon, a French dancing-master in chains, and Tyler made 
a fine hit in the Irishman, O’Bubble. Fennell as Ali Bensal- 
lah, Hogg as Zaruda, Hallam as Villafleur, Claude as Prince 
Henry, Johnson as Azam, Serson as Manuel, Martin as Ricardo, 
Mrs. Johnson as Gulnare, and Miss Hogg as Zwema, also had 
important parts. 

According to Dunlap, the first four nights of the foregoing 
piece yielded successively $597, $525, $265, $197—the busi- 
ness of the theatre during the’season having been very poor. 

February 20th, a comedy by the manager, culled “Conceit 
can Kill, Conceit can Cure,” was announced with the annexed 


cast: 

Elderton . . .. . Mr. TYLer. | Giles Jolter . . . Mr. Harwoop. 
Jollup. . . . . . ‘© JOHNSON. | Mra. Jollup . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Mercury... . . ‘* FENNELL. | Arabella . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Dr. Cralealo. . . . ‘* Martin. Fanny .... . Miss Hoag. 


It was well received, but brought small audiences. 

After the celebration of Washington’s birthday, on the 
22d, the theatre remained closed ene @ fortnight of snow 
and severe cold. 

On the 9th of March, a small building in Bedlow Street, 
was opened as the Grove Theatre, with a company of inferior 
performers, including Messrs. McGinnis, Bates, Bland, Par- 
sons, Wheatley, Burrows and Burd, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. McGin- 
nis, Miss White, &c. Of these, Mr. Frederick Wheatley must 
be noticed as the husband and father of a most talented wite 
and children. He was afterward attached for many years to 


! Bedlow Street was that part of Madison Street lying east of Catharine Street. 
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the Park theatre, and died in 1836, at Philadelphia, while 
there on a professional visit with his daughter Emma, after- 
ward Mrs. James Mason. 

Bates was the comedian who had played at the Park in 
1798, and Bland, one who had lately performed there under 
the name of Wilson. 

Miss White possessed some little talent, and was re-engaged 
at the Park before the end of the season. 

The Park Theatre re-opened March 12th, (to$523) with a 
comedy by Mr. Dunlap, called “Lewis of Mont Blanc, or the 
Transplanted Irishman.” This piece, which, the author says, 
by loaning to various managers, he finally lost all trace of, so 
that it is now, no doubt, beyond recovery, afforded much 
amusement, and was frequently repeated with the following 


cast: 

Lewis. .... . Mr. FENNELL. , Sebastien . . . . Mr. Hagper. 

Jerome . . . . . ‘© TYLER. Thady O’Reilly . . ‘' Harwoop. 
Ferdinund . . . . ‘* Craung. Juan. . . . . . ‘ JOHNSON 

Lope... . . . ‘© MARTIN, - Olivia... Mrs. MELMOTH. 
Lazarettlo. . . . . ‘““ Hoaa. Seraphina. . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Lazarillo. . . . . ‘* SHAPTER. ' Margaretta. . . . ‘* £Hoaa. 


Harwood, by his excellent acting in Thady O Reilly, a mil- 
itary Irishman, made his character the feature of the piece. 
- Kenney’s amusing farce called “Raising the Wind” was 
thus first played here on the 16th: 


Jeremy Diddler. . . Mr. Harwoopn. , Sam. . ... . Mr. Hoag. 
Plainway. . . . . ‘6 JOHNSON. Miss Durable . . . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Fainwould . . . . ‘“* Martin. , Peggy. . . . . Miss Hoaa. 


Harwood won loud plaudits by his performance of Jeremy, 
and the character has since found able representatives in 
New York in the persons of E. Simpson, George Barrett, 
Thayer, Browne and Walcot. 

A short vacation again occurred, and on the 2d of April, 
the house was re-opened with “ Lewis of Mont Blanc.” On the 
4th, Dunlap’s drama, the “ Wife of Two Husbands,” was thus 


performed : 

Count Belfior . . . Mr. FENNELL. i Isidore... . . Mr. MARTIN. 
Major Goltz . . . . ‘“* Hoag. | Theodore . . . . Miss Martin. 
Rinaldo .... . ‘6 CLAUDE. Countess . . . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Armagh . .... ‘© Harwoop. | Lilla. . . ... ‘* Dagsy. 
Baron Werner . . . ‘* TYLer. Rosalie. . .. . Miss Patten. 


It was received with applause, and was occasionally played 
for many years. 
On the 18th of April, Cherry’s ‘comedy of the “Soldier's 
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Daughter” was brought out with the following cast, which 
was of extraordinary excellence, every character being ad- 
mirably performed, and Mrs. Johnson’s Widow Cheerly and 
Mr. Harwood’s Frank Heartall being entitled to special dis- 
tinction : 


Gov. Heartall . . . Mr. JOHNSON. | Timothy Quaint . . Mr. Hoga. 
Frank Heartall . . . ‘* HaRrwoopn. Widow Cheerly . . Mrs. JOHNSON, 
Malfort,Sr. . . . . ‘ TyYLer. Mrs. Malfort . . . ‘* MELMoTH. 
Malfort, Jr. . 2...) ff) ~FENNBLL. Mrs. eieet - . . ** Hoga 
Capt. poediey - « . ‘** MARTIN. Susan . ‘** HARPER. 
Ferrett . - ‘¢ HARPER. Julia . ‘(a child) - Miss MARTIN. 


Signor Bologna was brought out as the Clown, in a panto- 
mime, April 25th, and played till the end of the season. He 
was well adapted to the business he followed, and on his ben- 
efit night, executed a fandango between eighteen eggs! to the 
yreat delight of his admirers. The same evening Miss Hogg 
appeared for the first time under her marital designation of 
Mrs. Claude. 

May 7th. Dimond’s patriotic play, the “ Hero of the North,” 
was first performed, and met with considerable success. The 
characters were thus distributed: 


Gustavus Vasa . . . Mr. FENNELL. Brennomar . - Mr. Harper. 
Casimir Rubinski . . ‘* HALLAM. Princess Gunilda. - Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Carlowitzs. . . . ** Martin. Santa Michaelwina . “* MrLMOTH. 
Sigismond . . . . ‘* TyYLer. Frederica noone. Miss WuHite. 
Gabriel . . . . . ‘** JOHNSON. Alexa . . . - Mra. CLAUDE. 
Marcoff .. . ‘* HARWOOD. Paulina... Miss PATTEN. 


“ Hearts of Oak, ” a comedy by Allingham, ¥ was brought out 
by Mr. Harwood, for his benefit on the 14th, probably more 
for the sake of the Irish character, Brian O' Bradliegh, rep- 
resented by himself, than for the general merit of the play. 
Mr. Hogg as Ardent, Fennell as Dorland, Johnson as Tenper- 
cent, Martin as Joe, Mrs. Johnson as Eliza, and Mrs. Hogg as 
Mrs. O’ Bradliegh, represented the other principal parts. 


May 18th. Manager’s benefit. 
The Provoked Hufband. 


Lord Townly. . . . Mr. FENNELL. | Lady Townly. . . Mrs. JoHNSON. 


May 21ft. Mrs. Johnfon’s benefit. 
Firft time in New York, Cumberland’s comedy called 
The Brothers ; 


Sir Benjamin pore: . Mr. JOHNSON. Philip . . . . . Mr. CLaups. 
«sé 


Belfield, Sr. . : FENNELL. Jonathan . . . . ‘** McDoNALp. 
Belfield, Jr. . . . . ‘SS Martin. Lady Dove . . . Mrs. Mermora. 
Capt. Ironside . . . “ Harwoon. Sophia Dove. . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Skiff . . . . . . ‘' SHAPTER, Violetta .. . ‘© HARPER 
Patterson. . . . . ‘** HARPER, | Fanny Goodwin . . ‘ CLAUDE. 
GoodWin . . . ) .) .) OS*) TYLER. Lucy Waters. . . ‘f HALLAM. 
» he . 
And The Citizen. 


Young Philpot . . . Mr. Harwoop. | Maria . . . . . Mrs. Joanson. 


222 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


May 23d. Mr. Martin’s benefit. 


The Inconftant ; 


Young Mirabel . . . Mr. Martin. | Bisarre . . . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Dugard .. . . ** FENNELL. Oriana. . . . . ‘“* CLAUDE. 


And: firft time, Colman’s mufical farce entitled, 
Love Laughs at Lockfmiths. 


Vigil . . . .).)hC.)SCUMr. Hoga. | Risk. ’ . « Mr. Harwoon, 
Totterton. . . . . =‘“* HARPER, | Solomon Lob . . . ‘* §8HAPTER 
Capt. Beldare . . . ‘* Tver. Lydia. . . . . Mrs. CLaupg. 


The melodies of the piece, by Kelly, were very pleasing, 
and aided in its long-continued popularity. 

May 25th, for the benefit of Mr. Tyler, Dr. Brown’s tragedy 
of “ Barbarossa” was thus performed, being the first cast 
found on the New York bills: 


Barbarossa . . . . Mr. FENNELL. Sadi. . . . . . Mr. Harper. 
Selim . . . ). COS TYLER, Zaphira . . . . Mrs. MELmoru. 
Othman... - . * MARTIN. Irene. . - « * JOHNSON. 


and, for the first time in America, Shakespeare’ s “Comedy of 
Errors.” 


Antipholug of Syracuse. . . . ..... . . . . » . Mr. Marin. 
Antipholus of Ephesus. . . . . 2. 2. «© 2. 2 we. ew eh eh eCle”COS* ALL AM, Jr 
Dromio of Syracuse. . . . . . 2. 1. . © ee ew eh elhUlelUl”™)SCOS Ho 
Dromio of Ephesus . . . . . .... 2. - . » §§ Harwoop. 
Solinus . . . . . Mr. SERson. Abbess... . . Mrs. HARPER. 
Aigeon. . 2. 2 . ©) Sf) FEALLAM. Adriana... . CLAUDE. 
Angelo... . . JOHNSON. Luciana ee ae Miss PATTEN. 


The play never became popular till the days of Hackett 
and Barnes. 

May 30th. Mr. Hallam announced for his benefit (which 
was, however, postponed until June 11th), the first pertorm- 
ance in America of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night,” with the 
following cast: 


Orsino. . . . . . Mr. TYLER. Clown . . . . . Mr. Haram, 
Sebastien. . . . . ‘f CLAUDE. Fabian. . . . . ‘“ Hoga. 
Sir Toby Belch .. ‘© HARWOOD. Viola. . . . . Mrs. JoHNson. 
Sir Andrew Aguecheek ‘6 JONUNSON. Olivia . . . . . ‘** HALLAM, 
Malvolio .. ‘* MARTIN. Maria . . - ‘“*  HaRgrer. 


The diana of “Don Quixotte” was slag: announced, with 
Fennell as the crack-brained enthusiast; Harper as Sancho 
Panza; Hallam as the Gardener ; Mrs. Hogg as Teresa ; and 
Mrs. Harper as Mary. 

June 1st. Mr. Fennell appeared as Richard III, tor his 
benefit, and produced, for the first time, his own farce of the 
‘¢ Advertisement,” as played originally at arent Garden in 


1791. 

Ald. Goswell. . . . Mr. Hoaa. | Peruque. . « Mr. Martin, 
Young Goswell . . . ‘S HARPER. Mrs. Courtney . »« Mrs. CLaupe. 
O'Trigger. . . . . ‘* Harwoopn. Mrs. Snip. . . . ‘* Roaa. 


Harry. . . . . . ‘* Hauuam, Jr. | Kitty . . . . . Miss Parren. 
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June 6th. Mr. Johnfon’s benefit. 
Douglas— Young Norval by Mrs. Johnfon—and, firft time here, 


Pilon’s farce of the Deaf Lover. 

Meadows. ... . Mr. Harwoop. Sternhold . . . . Mr. Jonwnson. 
Old Wrongward . . ‘* Hoag. | Sophia... . . Mrs, Darny. 
Young Wrongward . ‘“* CLAUDE. cl Blossom . . ‘** CLAUDE. 
Canteen .... . ‘6 HARPER. . Susam ..... ‘6 HARPER. 


June 8th, the night of Mr. and Mrs. Claude’s benefit, Mr. 
Fennell announced would be his last appearance on the stage, 
and after giving his favorite and excellent personation of 
Zanga, delivered, formally, a farewell address. Mr. Fennell, 
however, had occasion many times after to tread the boards. 

Mr. Serson repeated Earl Osmond for his benefit, on the 
29th, and the season terminated after the 4th of July, when 
the “Glory of Columbia” and “ Black Beard” were given to 
a crowded house. 

Mr. Harwood was the great attraction and favorite of the 
season, while Mr. Fennell, who, by the absence of Cooper and 
Hodgkinson, had no tragic rival, appeared for the first time 
as the Stranger, Rolla, Jaffier, Lord Hastings, Earl of Essex, &c. 

On the 22d of October, 1804, the dramatic season com- 
menced with the performance of the “Clandestine Marriage ” 
and “ Ways and Means.” 

The company contained all the strength of the previous 
season, with the exception of Mr. Fennell and Mrs. Seymour, 
but their loss was more than supplied by the importance of 
the new engagements. 

On the 24th, Mr. J. Darley made his first appearance in three 
years as Belville in “Rosina.” Improved both in personal ap- 
pearance and vocal skill, he was received with great approba- 
tion, and for many years after eclipsed all rivalry in the 
operatic department His wife resumed her old situation on 
the 26th, in the character of Albina Mandeville, and was wel- 
comed with rapturous enthusiasm. Acknowledged as a per- 
fect model of loveliness for early womanhood, her style was 
more highly finished, both as actress and vocalist, and her 
artlessness of manner was as fascinating as ever. New York 
probably never had a more perfect representative of her line 
of character than the Mrs. Darley of this season. 
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On the 29th, a Mr. Huntington, who had previously failed 
in the same part in London, ventured to appear as Macbeth, 
and was again unequivocally condemned. In 1808, he was 
attached to the theatre, playing the most trifling parts. 


Nov. 7th. Firft time in ten years, Cumberland’s “* Natural Son.” 
Sir Jeffrey Latimer . Mr. Hoaa. Major O'Flaherty. . Mr. Burp. 


Rueful . ... . ‘¢ TYLER. | Dumps. ... . ‘© Harwoop. 
Blushenly. . .. . ‘6 MARTIN. Lady Paragon . . Mrs. JoHNSON. 
Jack Hustings . . . ‘* HaLLaM. | Miss Phoebe Latimer. ‘5 Megtmotg. 


Nov. 16th. First time in New York, Dibdin’s comedy of 
“Guilty or Not Guilty,” which, though finely cast, never be- 
came popular. 


Lord Rigid . . . . Mr. Burp. i William . . . . Mr. Martin. 
Sir Harry Pointer . . ‘* DARLEY. Lady Rigid . . . Mrs. DaRsy. 
Major Corsiet . . . ‘* Hoga. | Mrs. Balance. . . “ Hoag 
Edmund Rigid . . . ‘* Trver. Suzette. . + Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Balance .... . ‘6 HARPER. Sophia Pointer - » ‘© CLauUDE. 
Charles Bajance. . . ‘* CLAUDE. | Nancy. ... .- ‘« DaRLEY. 
Triangle . . .. . ‘¢ Harwoop. Deborah .. . Miss Waite. 


After an absence of two years in Europe, Mr. Cooper, who 
proved to be the only real attraction of the season, com- 
menced an engagement on the 19th, as Macbeth, drawing 
crowded houses every night of performance, and producing 
for his benefit, December 17th, Shakspeare’s play of “ Henry 
V.,” with the following cast: 


HenryV.. ... . Mr. Coorer. King of France . . Mr. Hatta. 
Exeter . . . 6 ‘6 TYLER. Dauphin . . . . ‘& CLauDE. 
Gower. . .... ‘6 MARTIN, ' J,ord Scroop . . “ Harper. 
Fluelliin . .... ‘6 HaRwoop. Princess Katharine - Mrs. DARLEY. 
Pistol «4 © «© ~ % ‘““  Hoaa. Mrs. Quickly . . . ‘* Hoga, 


This play has been seldom represented here, though Mac- 
ready revived it on his first visit in 1826. 

Mr. Cooper was engaged for ten nights, and played Mac- 
beth, Lord Hastings, Hamlet, Penruddock, Richard III, Fred- 
erick, (Lovers’ Vows), Shylock Hotspur, Rolla and Henry V.,, 
to houses averaging more than $800 each—*“ Hamlet,” the 
largest, drawing $1,080—*“ Lovers’ Vows,” the least, $532. 
He gave two additional performances—Romeo and Othello, to 
an average of $500 each. 

The Grove Theatre, in Bedlow Street, again opened its 
doors on the evening of December 4th, and among its per- 
formers we find Mr. Turnbull, who had made his début at the 
Park in 1802. 

Here, also, Miss Ross, since so highly and justly admired 
as Mrs. Wheatley, made her first appearance in New York. 


oo . ieee 
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This lady, the daughter of Lieut. Ross, of the British army, 
was born in Nova Scotia, A. D. 1788, and, after his death, 
came to New York with her mother and attempted the stage 
with slight success. In the fall of 1805, she was attached to 
the Park, retiring at the end of the season, on her marriage 
with Mr. Wheatley. Circumstances induced her again to 
tread the boards, and she resumed the profession in 1811, 
but still gave small promise of that future excellence by 
which she obtained celebrity and fortune. Severe study, long 
‘practice, and the strictest adherence to nature, finally gave 
her the position she aimed at, and for more than twenty 
years, in the line of comic, middle-aged and old women, rich 
or poor, refined or vulgar—indeed, of every grade, she was 
entirely unrivaled on the American stage. Her reputation 
resulted from the combination of perfect good sense with 
accurate discrimination of character, fine artistic taste, an 
agreeable face and person, and the most thorough executive 
ability. 

Becoming independent in her resources, with her daughters 
handsomely settled in marriage, and her son William enjoy- 
ing a high professional reputation, Mrs. Wheatley, in 1843, 
finally bade farewell to the stage she had graced so long, and 
in the sanctuary of domestic life devotes her time and talents 
to the service of her beloved children and grand-children, 
and in social and unassuming intercourse with a wide circle 
of admiring and distinguished friends. 

Mr. Cooper’s engagement concluded on the 21st December, 
apd immediately after, Messrs. Labottiere and Preville were 
engaged to produce a series of ballets. 

Mr. Saubere first appeared in New York on the 28th, as 
Henry in “Speed the Plough,” receiving little notice; and 
on the 31st, a petit opera, called “ Nina,” was produced, with 
Tyler as the Count, Darley as Germeuwl, Harper as Pierre, Mrs. 
Darley as Nina, and Mrs. Hogg as Louisa. 

During the month of January, 1505, the theatre remained 
closed. 

On the Ist of February it re-opened with “Venice Pre- 

29 
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served,” Cooper as Pierre, and subsequently as Othello, Hot- 
spur, Abellino, Leon and Octavian; but even his name ceased 
to attract, and the manager, after many years’ struggle with 
difficulties too numerous and complicated to mention here, 
was obliged to succumb to the exigencies of his situation, and 
announce himself bankrupt. The actors formed themselves 
into a commonwealth, selecting Messrs. Johnson and Tyler as 
their directors, and with renewed hopes, once more essayed to 
please their friends, presenting on their opening night, March 
4th, the “Soldier’s Daughter” and “Raising the Wind,” Har- 
wood playing Jeremy Diddler to perfection. 

Cumberland’s comedy of the “Sailor's Daughter” was thus 
first played on the 15th, but was not thought equal to his 


other plays: 

Sir Mathew Moribond . Mr. Jounson. Raven .... . Mr. Hoga. 
Capt. Sentamour . . ‘! TYLER. | Singleton . . . . ‘* SHAPTER. 
Mandeville . . . . ‘* DARLEY. Julia. . . . Mrs. DaRvey. 
Hartshorn . . . . ‘* Harwoopo. | Louisa Davenant. . ‘¢ JOHNSON. 
Varnish . . . ‘© Haba, Jr. Mrs. Hartshorn . . ‘* Hoaa. 


March 22d. First night of O’Keefe’s musical farce of 
“ Sprigs of Laurel,” thus capitally performed: 


Nipperkin . . . . Mr. Harwoop. Sinclair, ©. . |. Mr. Dag.ey. 
Major Tactic. . . . ‘& TYLER. | Lenox... . **  SHAPTER. 
Capt. Cruizer . . . ‘* Harpers. Bary a 6) 0 bs Mrs. DARLEY. 


It became a great favorite, and Jefferson, Hilson, and 
Barnes numbered Nipperkin among their most attractive 
characters. 

On the occasion of Mrs. Johnson’s benefit, April 22d, Mr. 
Bailey appeared as Joseph Surface, and Mr. Turnbull, from 
the Grove Theatre, as Trip, and both continued with the com- 
pany till the close of the season. | 

A Mr. Cromwell also made a debut on the 29th April, as 
Earl Osmond, and afterward attempted Doricourt in the 
“ Belle’s Stratagem,” but created no sensation in his favor. 

May 6th. Mrs. Melmoth took her benefit, appearing as 
Mrs. Rackett, in the “ Belle’s Stratagem,” delivering an occa- 
sional address, written by herself, and producing a new farce, 
called the “ Generous Farmers,” thus cast: 


Paudeen O’Rafferty. . Mr. Harwoop. ' Manly... . . Mr. JOHNSON. 
Sir Joho . 2. 2. . ‘6 HARPER. Mrs. Manly. . . . Mrs. MELMoTH. 
William . ... . ‘© DARLEY. | Mary. . . . . . ‘« DagLeY. 


May 13th. Mr. Tyler’s benefit. First time, Reynolds's 
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comedy, called the “Blind Bargain,’ which proved successful, 
and remained in favor several years: 


Villars . . . Mr. Tyuer. Frank .. . « Mr Balvey. 
Slr Andrew Analyze . JOHNSON. Giles Woodbine . . “ Hagwoop. 
Jack Anely ae : - ‘© SQaubEReE. Mra. Villars . . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Tourly . . . “ Harper. Miss Gurnet . . . °f Hoaa. 
Doct. Pliable. . . . “ Hoge Sophia Woodbine. . ‘‘ Dagtgy. 


Kenney’s farce of “Matrimony,” produced on the 17th 
May, with the following cast, was very successful : 


Delaval . . . . . Mr. Dargugy. Clara... . . Mrs. DaRuy. 
Baron. . - « « * JOHNSON. Lissette. . . . . Miss DsLLInacEs. 
O'Clogherty . - + « « ‘* Harwoon. | 


Hurlestone’s farce of “Crotchet Lodge” was revived on the 
20th, the following cast being the first we have found : 


Dashley . . . . . Mr. Harpsr. | Paddy . « Mr. Tyrer. 
Dr. Chronic . . . . ‘* JOHNZON. Miss Crotchet . . Mrs. Hoaa. 
Nimble... - ‘“ HaRrwoon. | Florella. . - . ‘*f Dapsy. 
Timothy Truncheon . “ Hoag. Thisbe . . . ‘6 HARPER. 


And Dimond’s “Hunter of the Alps,” thus first represented 
on the 22d, was also received with great applause: 


Felix . . . . . . Mr. Harwoop. Florio . . . . . Miss DELLINGER. 
Roealwl . 2... ‘6 TYLER. Julio, . . . . . =‘ DELAMATER. 
Juan... .. . * Darugy. Helena. ._—.._:—-«.~si«tyw’—sCdMirs. MELMOTS. 
Jeronymo . . . .  §© Hoga, . Genevieve. . . . (¢ DARBLEY, 
Baptiste . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. ' Claudine . . . . ‘* Darsy. 


Tobin’s siege comedy of the “Honeymoon” was first 
played on the 29th, and has ever since ranked as one of the 
most meritorious and favorite plays in the language. It may 
not be generally known that the unfortunate author of this 
comedy was unable to induce any of the London managers to 
undertake its production, and that it was not played until 
the year after his death. On its introduction to the American 
public, it was cast as follows: 


Duke Aranza . . . Mr. Trver. ' Lopez . . . . . Mr. Ssaprer. 
Rolando... . . ‘© Harwoop. Juliana. . . . . Mrs. JOHNSON. 
Count Montalban . . ‘© Darusy. Volante. .. . . ‘* HALLAM. 
Balthazar us an, 8 ‘6 JOHNSON. Zamora. . . .« - ‘* DARLEY. 
Jacques. . . . ‘** Hoaa. Hostess. . . . . ‘“* Hoa. 
Lampedo. . . ‘* RObBERTEON. 


For Mr. Hallam’ s benefit, on the 17th of June, the celebrated 
and once favorite comedy, adapted to the stage by Garrick, 
entitled the “Chances,” was thus revived : 


Don John. . . . . Mr. Haram. ' Antorio. . . . . Mr. JOHNSON. 
Don Frederick . . . ‘‘ HARPER. | Antony. . . . ‘“* Hoga. 
Dukeof Ferrara. . . ‘* DARUBY. Ist Constantia. . » Mrs. DARLEY. 
Petruchio. .. . . ‘ Tyres. 2d Constantia. . . ‘' HALLaM. 


On the same evening, Holcroft’s melo-drama, the “ Lady of 
the Rock,” was first played in New York, thus: 


Lord Maclean. . . Mr. Hatiam, Jr. ' Fisherman. . . . Mr. HALLam. 
Dugald ... . . ‘ SAUBERE. | Gandy .. . . ‘ TURNBULL. 
Campbell. : . . . ‘* Roserrson. . Lady "Maclean | . » Mrs, JOHNSON. 


Argyle. . . . . . ‘“* SHAPTER. | Moggy .. . . ‘* AARPBR. 
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To the credit of the modern stage, be it said, the humorous 
but immoral comedy of the “Chances,” originally taken by. 
Beaumont and Fletcher from a novel of Cervantes, then 
amended by the Duke of Buckingham, again by Garrick, and 
afterward modified and played under the title of “Don 
John,” has been for many years banished from its boards. 

On the 21st of June, a benefit was given to Mr. Dunlap, the 
late manager, which, by the volunteered assistance of Mrs. 
Villiers, (late Miss E. A. Westray) Mr. Cooper, and Mr. 
Twaits, was rendered attractive and profitable. The pieces 
selected were Dr. Young’s tragedy, the “ Revenge,” in which 
Cooper played Zanga for the first time, and Mrs. Villiers (her 
first appearance in two years) Leonora ; and Colman’s farce of 
the “ Review,” Mr. Twaits as Caleb Quotem, his first appear- 
ance in New York. Mr. Dunlap records this as the bill of the 
evening. The advertisement before us does not announce 
Mr. Twaits in the “ Review,” but gives instead, for afterpieces, 
the farce of “Sprigs of Laurel,” and the pantomime of “ Jason 
and Medea.” 

Mr. T waits is, however, announced for Caleb Quotem, on the 
26th, and then at once established his repute as a low come- 
dian of unequaled merit. His succeeding characters were 
Mercutio, Nipperkin, Polonius, Lingo, Lazarillo, Bob Handy, 
and Walter, in the “Children in the Wood;” all, save Mercutio 
and Bob Handy, deepening the impression made by his début. 

This gentleman was born at Birmingham, England, April 
25th, 1781, and was brought out by Wood for the Philadelphia 
Theatre, where he first appeared in 1803. His forte was comedy 
of the broadest kind, and his comic singing always convulsed 
the house with laughter. But he was not satisfied with suc- 
cess in that line—he was ambitious of distinction as a tra- 
gedian, or, at least, as a genteel comedian. Unfortunately, he 
met with ridicule only in his tragic attempts, and his per- 
sonal appearance, which is thus described—“ short and thin, 
yet broad ; muscular, but meager ; head large, with stiff car- 
roty hair; face long and colorless, prominent hooked nose, 
projecting hazel eyes, large mouth, and thin lips”—totally un- 
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fitted him for a stage gentleman. His voice was strong, and 
his great powers of song made him as great a favorite with 
convivialists as with the lovers of comedy. 

The New York audience never faltered in its estimate of 
his comic abilities; but his irregular habits of life aggravated 
a tendency to asthma, and hurried him from the stage to a 
premature grave. He died in New York, August 22d, 1814, 
aged 33 years, surviving his wife but eight months. 

On the 24th of June, Mrs. Wignell (formerly Mrs. Merry) 
commenced a short engagement as Calista in the “ Fair Peni- 
tent,” and on the 26th, played Monimia in the “Orphan.” The 
taste of the present day justly condemns these plays as unfit 
for répresentation, yet, less than sixty years ago, they were 
among the most admired stock pieces. Juliet, Ophelia, Elvira 
and Roxana, were also represented by Mrs. Wignell during 
her engagement, admirably supported by Mr. Cooper. 

Mr. Prigmore joined the company near the end of the 
season, which was brought to a close on the 10th of July, 
with the comedy of “Speed the Plough,” and the farce of the 
“Children in the Wood.” 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Park Theatre, 1805<-6—Vauxhall Garden, 1806—Park, 1806-7. 
| DS Y the bankruptcy of Mr. Dunlap, the ‘management 
oS) of the New York Theatre passed into the hands of 
7: Messrs. Johnson and Tyler, who (with Mr. Ciceri for 
their principal business man) opened it in due form on the 
18th of November, 1805. Many changes had taken place in 
the company. Mr. Harwood, Mrs. Melmoth, Mr. and Mrs. 
Darley, Mr. and Mrs. Harper, Mrs. Hogg, Mr. and Mrs. Claude, 
and Mrs. Darby had left the establishment, and in their stead, 
we find the names of Mr. and Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. 
Villiers, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. G. Marshall, Miss Ross, Miss 
Graham, Messrs. Charnock, Burd, Ringwood, Utt, &c. At no 
previous time in the female department had there been a 
finer combination of youth, beauty and talent—Mrs. Johnson, 
Mrs. Hallam, Miss Dellinger, and Miss White being still in- 
cluded in the list; but the masculine talent of the company 
was considerably weakened, especially by the secession of 
Harwood, whose place neither Hallam, Hogg, nor Martin could 
adequately fill. 
The opening play was Dunlap’s very favorite melo-drama, 
entitled “ Absellino:” 


Absllino. . .... . (First appearance in six years) . . . Mr. Barrerr. 
Andreas Gritti . . . Mr. Trier. Parozzi . . . . ** Marrs. 
Dandoli .... . ‘© CHARNOOK. Memno ..... ‘* Hoge. 
Canari. ...... ‘Ss HALLaM. Rosamunda. . . Mrs. VILLIERS. 
and The Adopted Child. 

Michael . . . . .. Mr. BARRETT. 8. YBOG sc 6-2. eck Mast. Martin. 
Sir Bertrand. . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. | Clara... . . Mra. VILurers. 
Record. . ... . ‘s Hoga. | Luey ..... Miss DELLnesR. 
Spruce .... . ‘*  HaiaM, Jr. | Nell. 2. 2. . Mrs. Simpson. 


On the 20th, Whitehead’s classic play of the “Roman 
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Father” introduced Mrs. Barrett to the audience, after an 
absence of six years, in the character of Horatia. 

On the same evening, Miss Ross (Mrs. Wheatley) made her 
first appearance on the Park boards as Kitty Sprightly, in the 
farce called “ All the World’s a Stage.” 

The great hit of the season was made by Mrs. Jones, from 
the Haymarket, London, and last of the Boston Theatre, who 
on the 27th, made her first appearance in New York as Albina 
Mandeville, in “The Will,” and Leonora in the musical farce 
of the “ Padlock.” In the last piece Hallam played Mungo, a 
character in which he remained unrivaled. Mrs. Jones was 
the daughter of a Dr. Granger, and, on her mother’s side, an 
elder sister of James and Henry Wallack. She was early in- 
troduced to the stage by her grandmother, Mrs. Booth, of 
London, and made her American debut at Boston in the winter 
of 1800, continuing in high favor during her engagement 
there. Being separated from her husband, she supported, by 
her own exertions, during her residence in New York, a family 
of four children, one of whom has been long known and ad- 
mired here as a most exemplary and amiable woman, the ‘wife 
and widow of Edmund Simpson, for many years manager of 
the Park Theatre. Mrs. Jones was still youthful, petite in per- 
son, with a pleasing and expressive face, an exceedingly 
sprightly and piquant actress in light comedy, and a very 
charming vocalist. Her admirers delighted in calling her the 
Jordan of America, and if not so consummate an actress as 
that lady had been, she was infinitely superior in personal at- 
tractions to the Mrs. Jordan of 1805. Excepting only Mrs. 
Hodgkinson, now deceased, New York had never seen so 
pleasing a singing actress; for Mrs. Oldmixon, who perhaps 
exceeded her in science and skill, was long past the prime of 
youth, and very remote from beauty. Mrs. Jones’ engage- 
ment was a complete triumph to the end of the season, and 
New York was congratulating itself on the promised enjoy- 
ment of her talents for many years, when death unexpectedly 
called her to another and, we trust, a better sphere. She 
died here, Nov. 11th, 1806, aged 24 years. 
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Mrs. Jones’s first list of characters here, included Priscilla 
Tomboy, Peggy, (Country Girl) Rosina, Little Pickle, Lydia 
Languish and Caroline (the Prize . 

On the 9th of December, the “Voice of Nature,” one of 
Dunlap’s best dramas, and the “Children in the Wood,” were 
performed for the benefit of the orphan children of the late 
Mr. Hodgkinson, on which occasion Mr. Fennell appeared as 
Rinaldo, in the former piece, and the two orphan girls as the 
children, in the latter. They continued with the company 
one or two seasons, but we have no knowledge of their after 
years. 

A curious poetical address, spoken on the occasion of their 
benefit by the Hodgkinson Sisters, may be found in John 
Howard Payne’s “Thespian Mirror,” then in course of publi- 
cation. 

On the 13th of December, Mrs. G. Marshall, formerly Miss 
Harding, made her appearance, after an absence of two years, 
in Kenney’s farce called “Too Many Cooks,” thus first per- 
formed in New York: 


Old Rivers. . . . Mr. JonHNson. Bootey.... . Mr. CHARNOCK. 
Young Rivers. . . ‘* Hatway, Jr. | Dame Frecland . . Mrs. Simpson. 
Bustleton ... . ' Martin, Phoebe. . . . “6G. MARSHALL. 
Freeland . . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. | PAQuUPA ¢ s % Go x Miss GrabaM. 
Barney O’Bother. . ‘* BaRretr. Katty O’Bother . . ‘* Ross. 


On the 23d, an attractive novelty was announced in the 
appearance of Mr. and Mrs. Young, from the English and 
Boston theatres, as Octavian and Ages, in the “Moun- 
taineers.” Mr. Young was to divide the first line of business 
with Mr. Barrett, and among other parts, through the season, 
played Romeo, the Stranger, Charles Surface, &c., but was 
unable to make a very favorable impression on the public. 
In after years, he became an efficient representative of tyrants 
and other blusterers of the stage, and was for several seasons 
attached to the Charleston Theatre. He was the original 
stage manager of the Bowery Theatre, in 1826, and last ap- 
peared in New York, at the Richmond Hill, in the summer of 
1833. In that year he contracted his extraordinary marriage 
with Mrs. Duff, the celebrated tragic actress, the rite being 
solemnized both by a Protestant and a Catholic clergyman, in 
the presence of Mr. and Mrs. Hilson as witnesses; but the 
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lady refused to consummate the match, on the ground that 
she was persuaded to it during a temporary aberration of 
mind, caused by the use of opium, while plunged in domestic | 
trouble, and they were soon after legally separated. Mr. 
Young died at Norfolk, Va. not long after this occurrence. 

His youthful wife was endowed with the rarest beauty of 
person, being a perfect blonde, with a profusion of rich golden 
hair, and though not a superior actress, was a universal fa- 
vorite. She played the second line of genteel comedy with 
delicacy and refinement, and was also a good representative 
of saucy boys. Mrs. Young was frequently in New York, and 
made her last appearance at the Bowery Theatre, in 1828. 
She afterward performed at Philadelphia, where she died 
May 12th, 1831, aged 42 years. Her maiden name was Re- 
becca Foster. 

Reynolds’ comedy of “Cheap Living” was played during 
the month, probably for the first time in New York—Mrs. 
Jones personating the part so successfully rendered in Lon- 
don by Mrs. Jordan. 


, Old Woodland . . . Mr. Hoaa. William. . . . Mr. ROBERTSON. 
Young Woodland . . ‘* HALuam, Jr. Sir Edwd. Bloomly . Mrs. Jones. 
Farmer Cole. . . . ‘* CHARNOCK. Elinor Bloomly . . °° VILLIERS. 
Spunge . . .. . ‘¢ MaRTIN. | Mrs. Scatter . . . ‘¢ SIMPSON. 
Scatter .. ‘¢ BalLey. | Stella... . . ““  G, MARSHALL. 


On the Let of January, 1806, Dibdin’s celebrated romance 
of “ Valentine and Orson,” produced in London with unex- 
ampled splendor, was thus first played in America: 


King Si a a ee Mr. TYLER. Emperor . . . Mr. HALiamM, 
Henry . i ae Urr Blandiman . . ‘ Borp. 
Haufrey cee tate Gate A " Baier: Empress Belisant . Mrs. BARRgErt. 
Valentine. . . . ‘* ROBERTBAON. Princess Eglantine . ‘* JOHNSON. 
BAT toh Se he2-'4 ‘* Young. Princess plcresune ‘*  HALbLam. 
Agremont. . .. . ‘6 MARTIN. Agatha... ‘‘ = JONES. 
Hugo . ..... ‘“ Hoga, Cecily. . . .. ‘¢ SIMPSON. 


This has continued one of the most favorite of holiday 
dramas to the present time. 

On the 3d of January, 1806, Mr. Fennell commenced an en- 
gagement as Hamlet, with Mrs. Jones as Ophelia, and Mrs. 
Barrett as the Queen. He also appeared as Penruddock, 
Hastings, Othello, Jaffier, Macbeth and Richard, supported by 
Young as Cassio, Macduff and Richmond. Barrett refused to 
play a secondary part with him, but appeared as Pierre to his 
Jaffier. 

30 
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January 20th, Colman’s comedy of “ Who Wants a Guinea?” 
from which Hackett adapted his “Jonathan in England,” was 
first brought out, cast as follows: 


Torrent . ... -» Mr. JOHNSON. Andrew Bang . . Mr. MARTIN. 
Barford . ... . ‘© TYLER. . Hogmore. . . . ‘“ CHABNOCK. 
SirLarry . . . . ‘* BABprers, _ Carridot . . . . ‘€ Riwe@woon. 
Henry. ..... s* Youne. | Mrs. Glastonbury . Mrs, Stupsom. 
Heartly . . . . . ‘© ROBERTSON. ; Fanny. . « « % ‘« JONES. 
Solomon Gundy . . ‘ Hoga. [i GAM oe a a Miss Ross. 


February 7th. A comedy written by a young gentleman 
signing himself “Kugenius,” and entitled the “ Wanderer,” 
was played for the first time to a full house, and with con- 
siderable applause. Its cast stood thus: 


Ranger .... . Mr. Youna. ' Sailor . . . . . Mr. Bump. 
Frederick . . . . ‘* BAILEY. Julia . . . Mre, JonEs. 

Harry. .... . ‘¢ MARTIN. Maria. . . . ‘ VILLIERS. 
Longville. . . . . ‘© TYLER. Betsy ..... 66) G. MARSHALL. 
Sharp Longville . . ‘* Hoag. Mrs. O’Denis . . . ‘* §SIrMPSsON. 
Courand.... . ‘« ROBERTSON, Mra. Courand. . . Miss Warts. 
O’Denis .... . ‘¢ RIN@woop. Dorothy. . .. . Mrs. WHEATLEY, 


(late Miss Ross.) 

March 5th. The favorite Cooper made his first appearance 
as Hamlet; and on the 8th, for the benefit of Miss Dellinger 
(whose father had just committed suicide), played Lord Hast- 
ings in “Jane Shore.” Mr. Cooper’s engagement terminated 
on the 14th, when he played Beverly in the “Gamester,” with 
Mrs. Johnson, for the first time, as Mrs. Beverly. 

On the 17th, after an absence of two years at Philadelphia, 
Mr. Jefferson made his first appearance as Jacob Gawky in 
the “Chapter of Accidents,” and Jeremy Diddler in “ Raising 
the Wind.” 

On the 29th of March, Mr. Oliver Cozine made his first 
appearance on the stage as Valentine in the “Farmer,” but his 
name never again appears on the New York play-bills. 

The house was closed during Passion Week, and re-opened 
on the 9th of Apml with “John Bull,” Harwood as Dennis 
rulgruddery, his first appearance this season. 

Un the 11th, a pantomimic melo-drama, by Anthony Pas- 
quin, called the “Manhattan Stage, or Cupid in his Va- 
garies,” was thus performed—the prologue delivered by Mrs. 


Johnson: 

Cupid. . .... Miss F. HopGKINson. Soldier. . .. . Mr. JOHNSON. 
Hymen .... . Mast. MARTIN. Sailor . . . . . ‘6 TYLER. 

Peace... ... Miss GRAHAM. Marjoram. . .. ‘* YouNa, 
Manager... . . Mr. Barrert. Sprigging. . . . Mra. JoNEs. 

Prompter. . . . . ss RiInawoop. Barmaid . . . . ‘* Young. 


Gulliver . . . a“ Urr. Stage Sweeper . . ‘' WHEATLEY. 
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The piece was damned, and Huggins, the hair-dresser of the 
day, published a card denying its authorship. 

On the 16th, Morton’s admirable comedy, called the “School 
of Reform,” was played for the first time in America. The 
cast is subjoined : 


Lord Avondale . . . Mr. Trier. Timothy . . . . Mr. Barrer. 
Gen. Tarragon . . . ‘* Harwoop. | Mrs. Ferment . . Mrs. JONUNSON. 
Ferment . ... . ‘“  Youna. ' Mre. St. Clair . . ‘ BaRReErTt. 
Frederick. . 0. 0. “MARTIN | Julia. . 2. “© Jones. 
Ty kO@ cS ue Se be ‘ Hoae. i Mrs. Nicely . . . ‘* Stmpson, 
Old Tyke. . . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. | Shelah. . .. . Miss WHITE. 


The excellence of this comedy makes it still a favorite, 
though the character of Tyke has seldom an abis represent- 
ative. 

Reynolds’ comedy of the “ Delinquent” was first played in 
New York, for Mr. Tyler’s benefit, April 28th, and was thus cast: 


The Delinquent . . . Mr. Trier. Tom Tackle . . . Mr. MArrIN. 
Sir Edward Specious . ‘ HaALuam, Jr. | Tradelove. . . . ‘* CHARNOCK. 
Major Tornado . . . ‘** Hoag. Nicholas . . . . ‘* JOHNSUN. 
Old Doric. . . . ‘« Hagwoop. Mrs. Aubrey . . . Mrs. Barrett. 
Young Doric - « .  Youna. Miss Stoic. . . . ‘* SIMpsonN. 
Dorville . . . . ‘« ROBERTSON. Olivié. a. aS ae ‘¢ JONES. 


On the 2d of May, Mr. Twaits commenced an engagement 
with a ridiculous representation of Richard III, though he 
redeemed his reputation by the great merit of his Caleb 
Quotem, in the afterpiece. On the 5th, the tragedy of “ Doug- 
las” was presented for the benefit of Mrs. Barrett—she being 
the Lady Randolph; her husband, Old Norval; Mr. Young, 
Glenalvon ; and Master Geo. Barrett, Young Norval ; his first 
appearance on the New York boards in six years. He played 
the character so well that it was repeated on the 23d, when 
he also appeared in a fencing display with his father, and 
personated the boy, in the “Adopted Child.” Mr. George 
Barrett’s career is so well known that it is hardly necessary 
to enlarge upon it, yet some may not know that for many 
years he was indisputably the best light comedian in America, 
and that the great skill and beauty of his first wife, from 
whom he was long separated, rendered her for many years a 
most efficient coadjutress. He was born at Exeter, England, 
June 9th, 1794; first trod the stage at the Park Theatre, De- 
cember 10th, 1798, as one of the children in Dunlap’s version 
of the “Stranger ;” first appeared at Boston, as the Child, in 
“Laugh when you Can,” October 14th, 1799; first played in 


236 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


New York, after reaching manhood, at the Park, as Belcour, 
in the “West Indian,” March 5th, 1822; married Mrs. Ann 
Henry, June 24th, 1825; was stage manager of the Bowery 
Theatre, under Gilfert, in 1828; first acting manager of the 
Broadway Theatre in 1847; has been manager of the Boston 
and New Orleans theatres, and was known throughout the 
Union as an intellectual and discriminating actor, and one of 
the most accomplished gentlemen of the age. His last en- 
gagement was at Burton’s Theatre, during the season, 1854-0. 

Mr. Barrett took a formal farewell of the stage (of which he 
was an active member for a period of fifty-seven years), witha 
complimentary testimonial, at the Academy of Music, Nov. 
20th, 1855, when he presented to the audience, as an apology 
for the accepted benefit, two little girls, the offspring of a 
second marriage with a Miss Mason, since deceased. One of 
these little girls is now favorably known as Miss Mary Barrett, 
of Wallack’s Theatre. His eldest daughter, Georgiana, by his 
first wife, became Mrs. Philip Warren. 

As vears increased, health declined, and fortune frowned ; 
and, in impoverished circumstances, Mr. G. Barrett, once the 
centre of all admiration, the “Gentleman George” of the 
Union, and “the best fellow in the world,” was forced to eke 
out a scanty subsistence by preparing aspirants for a profes- 
sion from which, with prudence, and under favorable circum- 
stances, he should have acquired a fortune. He died in New 
York, after a lingering illness, Sept. 5, 1860, aged 66 years. 

May 12th. Mrs. Villier’s benefit. “The Honeymoon,” fol- 
lowed by Colman’s farce of “ Blue Devils,” its first perform- 
ance in New York. Megrim, Mr. Twaits; Demison, Mr. Char- 
nock; James, Mr. Martin; Annette, Mrs. Villiers; concluding 
with the “Wedding Day”’—Sir Adam and Lady Contest, Mr. 
T waits and Mrs. Villiers. 

May 14th. On the occasion of Mrs. Johnson’s benefit, Miss 
Chambers’s excelfent moral comedy, called the “School for 
Friends,” was first played, with the annexed cast: 


Lord Belmour . . . Mr. MARTIN. Jenkins ... . gtr. SHAPTER. 
Sir Felix Mordent . . ‘* TYLer. Lady Courtiand . . "Mrs. Simpson. 
Sir Edward Epworth . ‘' Youna. rs ton . . ‘* JOHNSON. 


Hardy. .... .- ‘ Jounson. Emily . ... . ‘¢  VILLIERs. 
Matthew Daw . . . ‘* Harwoop. Lucy ..... ‘¢ JONES. 
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The same evening, little Ellen Johnson, aged five years, re- 
cited the pathetic ballad of Red Ridinghood, with a propriety 
of accent and grace of action that astonished every beholder. 
She afterward became a renowned favorite, as Mrs. Hilson. 

On the 2d of June, Mr. Hallam took his benefit, and made 
his last appearance on the New York stage as Lord Ogleby. 

Mr. Hallam will be remembered as having first trod the 
boards at Williamsburg, Va., in 1752, so that he had been in 
dramatic harness for fifty-four years. He had been the only 
performer of Lord Ogleby, his most favorite part, for nearly 
forty years, having first appeared in it in 1767. 

On the 6th, Mr. Clark, from the Charleston Theatre, first ap- 
peared in New York, as the Captain of Banditti, in Hodgkin- 
son’s play, called the “ Man of Fortitude ;” and as Abomelique, 
in “ Blue Beard.” He was an American by birth, and though 
many years on the stage, never reached the goal of excellence. 
He married Mrs. G. Marshall, and is last remembered here 
during the season of 1814. Allingham’s capital farce of 
the “ Weathercock” was produced by Twaits on the 9th, for 
his benefit, and, with the annexed cast, was very successful : 


Tristam Fickle . . Mr. Twairts. Sneer . .... Mr. Roperrson. 
Old Fickle . . . . ‘ JOHNSON. Variella . . . . Mrs. Jones. 
Briefwit . . . . . ‘« Hoga. Ready .... . ‘© G. MARSHALL. 
June 20th, The Way to Get Married ; 
Tangent . . .... . (From the Charleston Theatre) . . . Mr. SuLLy. 
Capt. Paik. - . Mr. Trier. McQuery - « ‘© SHAPTER, 
Toby Alispice . . . ‘* Harwoop. Julia Faulkner . . Mra, Joanson. 
Caustic . . . - “ Hoge. . Clementina rai ‘¢  VILLIERS. 
a er ae “« Twalts. Lady Sorrel : ‘* Simpson. 
and “© Vulcan’s Gift,” a Ballet Pyatomine: 
Pierrot . .... =. seed oa appearance in five pveare): . + Mons. PLacipe. 
Harleqnin . . . . Mr. SuL Vulca - . Mr. SHApPTER. 
Pantaloon .... ‘ Hoaa. Columbine . » « Mrs. Youn. 


Mr. Sully, who now played a brief engagement, was a very 
capital comedian, and will be remembered as belonging to 
Solee’s company, in John Street, 1797. 

Mrs. Placide made her first appearance this season, June 
30th, for her husband’s benefit, as Lady Priory, in “ Wives as 
They Were,” and also with him danced a pas de deuz. 

For his benefit, July 2d, Mr. Sully played Zekiel Homespun 
and Harlequis ; and the season terminated on the glorious 
Fourth, with the “Weathercock;” the “Spoiled Child ;” (Mrs. 
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Jones as Little Pickle, for the fifteenth time) and the pan- 
tomime of “Jupiter and Europa,” in which Mr. and Mrs. 
Placide took part. 

After the close of the theatre, several of the company were 
engaged by Mr. Delacroix to perform at the new Vaux#aLL 
GarDEN (in the Bowery, near its present junction with Third 
avenue), which was neatly fitted up as a summer theatre, 
and remained open till the latter end of August, commencing 
July 9th, with the farce of “ Animal Magnetism” and a grand 
concert. Sully, Twaits, Hogg, Poe, Bailey, Charnock, Stock- 
well, and Ringwood, with Mesdames Poe, Placide, Villiers, 
Young, Simpson, and Dellinger, were the principal members 
of the dramatic corps. 

Mr. Poe, father of the late distinguished and eccentric poet, 
Edgar A. Poe, here made his first appearance in New York as 
Frank, in “¥Fortune’s Frolic,” July 18th; and his wife, who 
will be remembered as Miss Arnold, of Solee’s company, in 
John Street, 1797, made her re-entrée on the 16th, as Priscilla 
Tomboy. The lady was young and pretty, and evinced talent 
both as singer and actress; the gentleman was literally 
nothing. Both were at the Park in 1809. 

Messrs. Johnson and Tyler gave up the duties of manage- 
ment at the close of the previous season at the Pars, and the 
former returned to Europe with his accomplished wife, who 
had received liberal offers from the managers of Covent Gar- 
den. Mr. Cooper became the lessee of the theatre, with Mr. 
Dunlap as his assistant in the general direction of the busi- 
ness. Mr. and Mrs. Barrett, Mr. and Mrs. Young, Mrs. G. Mar- 
shall and Mr. Bailey were engaged in other cities; Mrs. 
Hallam retired with her husband; and Mrs. Jones was seized 
with her last illness at the commencement of the season, and 
was unable to appear. Among the new engagements, tempo- 
rary or permanent, were Messrs. Bernard, Allen, Chambers, 
Lindsley, Saubere and Mrs. Oldmixon, the first and last only 
enjoying high professional reputation. Harwood, Twaits 
and Mr. and Mrs. Darley resumed their old si¢uations, and 
Fennell played an engagement of twelve nights. The sea- 
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son commenced on the 6th of October, 1806; the bill is 


annexed : 
Richard the Third ; 


King Henry VI. . . Mr. Truzr. Catesby . . . . Mr. Dagiey. 
Gloster . . . . ‘¢ FENNELL. Lieutenant. . . ‘* HAaLeam, Jr. 
Richmond - . .  ‘* Cooper. ' Prince. . . . . Miss HoDGKINSON. 
Buckingham . . . ‘* MARTIN. WORK Sis sa os at ‘* MARTIN. 
Lord Stanley . . . ‘* SHAPTER. Queen Elizabeth. . Mrs, VILLIERS. 
lord Mayor . . . . ‘“* Hanwoop. Lady Ann. . . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Tressel] 2. 2 we ‘* SAUBERE. : Duchessof York. . ‘* Simpson. 
Concluding with The Prize. 
Doctor Lenitive. . . Mr. Twairs. Juba . ... . Miss DELLINGER, 
Caddy ..... ‘“ Hoaea. Carollne . . . . Mrs. OLDMIXON, 

Pee 6 38g. ad. 4 ‘¢ MARTIN. 


To make the attraction irresistible, Mr. Cooper was wisely 
willing to play a secondary part, even to Fennell, who, during 
this engagement, exerted his powers to the utmost. Mrs. Old- 
mixon was the only novelty introduced, and she was not new 
to our stage, though an absence of seven years rendered her 
appearance an attractive inducement to many. 

On the 10th of October, Shakspeare’s “Henry IV.” was 
played with uncommon excellence. Harwood was perfection 
in Falstof, while Fennell as the King, Cooper as Hotspur, 
Martin as Prince Hal, Twaits as Francis and the Carrier, and 
Mrs. Villiers as Lady Percy, sustained him with a force of 
talent seldom combined. In this play, at this time, the part 
of Gadshill was played by Mr. Allen, the prefix of Andrew 
Jackson not having yet been used. 

As an actor, he was nobody, or, at most, not worth speaking 
of; but he contrived, in his latter years, as the professional 
costumer and traveling companion of Forrest, the tragedian, 
to make a great deal of noise in the world. He was born in 
New York, December, 1776, and is said to have appeared as a 
child in the John Street Theatre, in 1786, from which cir- 
cumstance, in his old age, he boasted of being the parent of 
the American Stage. He was attached to various theatres in 
this city, in subordinate situations, and is remembered to 
have played at the National Theatre in December, 1838, and 
to have offered his name for a benefit at the Lyceum, Broad- 
way, in the summer of 1852. He was very deaf, and conse- 
quently very gnnoying to those with whom he played, who not 
unfrequently took an unkind revenge on his misfortune, by 
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misleading him with an inaudible movement of the lips dur- 
ing performance, to which he thought he must reply, his 
speeches often being introduced quite mal-apropos. He pos- 
sessed a patent for the manufacture of gold and silver leather, ' 
much used upon stage costume, and in his last days kept a 
restaurant near the Bowery Theatre. He died in New York, 
Oct. 30th, 1853. 

During Mr. Fennell’s engagement, he also appeared as 
Othello, the Ghost, Jago, Woodville, Stukely and Bassanio, with 
Mr. Cooper as Jago, Hamlet, Othello, Penruddock, Beverly and 
Shylock. 

Mr. and Mrs. Placide appeared for a few nights early in the 
season, in pantomime, with undiminished success. 

On the 28th of November, Mr. Morse, a young gentleman 
of Massachusetts, and a protege of Cooper, made his first ap- 
pearance on the stage, as Pierre, in “Venice Preserved,” with 
a success that promised great future excellence. He after- 
ward played Macduff, Pizarro, Earl Osmond, and Horatio, in 
the “Fair Penitent,” with much applause. He subsequently 
went to London, where he appeared professionally a few times 
with some success, but becoming absorbed in the vortex of 
dissipation, he narrowly escaped with his life, and returned to 
America, the mere wreck of his former self. Renouncing the 
stage, he joined the American army during the war of 1812, 
aud was afterward appointed a Chaplain in the Navy, his fine 
voice, easy assurance and taking address being his principal 
recommendations. About 1820, he was ordained a Minister 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and settled at Williame- 
burg, Va., where he died while still in the prime of life. He 
had more than six feet “of a very proper person,” muscular 
and well proportioned, with a good rather than a handsome 
face, and had been originally educated for the law, which he 
practiced but a short time. Among other employments, he 
at one time gave lessons in elocution in New York. 

December 3d, one of Dibdin’s humorous farces was pro- 
duced with great applause; it was called the “Finger-Post, 
or Five Miles Off,” and was cast as follows: 
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Spriggins a ee ee Mr. Houa. Luckless .. . . Mr. MARTIN. 
amsh . .... DARLEY. | Edward .. . . ‘* ROBERTSON. 
Squire Flail : . * PYLER. : Laura Luckless . . Miss DELLINGER. 
O'Gimlet. . . . . “ HARWwoop. . Mary Flail . . . ‘* WaHirr. 
Calendar... . . ‘“ TWaIts. Mrs. Prue. . . . Mrs. SIMPSON. 
Sordid ‘¢ SHAPTER. Jeony . ... . © VILLIEKS. 


December YW th. Master Rapnstae Durang, from Philadel- 
phia, aged six years.(son of John Durang, who had danced 
in the John Street Theatre for many years), was introduced to 
the New York public in the character of Tom Thumb, which 
he played with considerable success. In after life he became 
a sailor, and is supposed to have been lost at sea. 

December 24th. Allingham’s amusing piece, “’Tis all a 
Farce,” was first played with much success, and long remained 
a great favorite, Numpo being a pet character with several 


eminent comedians. 


Don Gortez . . . . Mr. Hoaa. ‘  Numpo. ... . Mr. Twartrts. 
Col. Belgardo . . . ‘** Harwoop. ' Caroline . . . . Miss DELLINGER. 
Myrtillo . 2. 2. . ‘¢ DABLEY. * UPS Ase. go al ce Mrs. Simpson. 


January 2d, 1807. Mr. Rutherford, also from Philadelphia, 
made his first appearance in New York as George Barnwell, 
and afterward played Orlando, in “As You Like It;” Daa, in 
“John Bull;” Sir Larry, in “Who Wants a Guinea?” Alonzo, 
Stukely, &c. He gave evidence of talent, but was not long 
attached to the company. 

January 9th, Colman’s play of the “Iron Chest” was first 
acted in New York. Mr. Cooper as Sir Edward Mortimer, Mr. 
Harwood as Wilford, Mr. Twaits as Sampson, Mrs. Darley as 
Lady Ellen, Mrs. Villiers as Blanche, and Mrs. Oldmixon as 
Barbara, all played finely and contributed materially to its 
success. The character of Sir Edward was, in later days, a 
favorite with Mr. Booth, who played it in a masterly manner, 
but the drama itself has never enjoyed great popularity. 

On the 14th, a benefit was given to Mr. Hallam, and on the 
16th, another to the orphan children of Mrs. Jones. 

On the 22d, Mr. Bernard made hia first appearance in ten 
years, a8 Lord Ogileby. He afterward played Sheva, Ruttekin, 
Lovegold, Touchstone, Farmer Ashfield, Nipperkin, Sir Robert 
Ramble, concluding with Dennis Bulgruddery, and Sharp, in 
the “Lying Valet,” for his benefit, February 2d. 

January 26th, the farce of the “Invisible Girl” was first 

31 


se 


242 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


played, with Mr. Twaits as Captain Allclack, assuming various 
other characters very successfully. 

Mrs. Warren (previously Mrs. Wignell and Mrs. Merry) com- 
menced her last engagement on the 18th of February, in the 
character of Calista, followed by Isabella, Alicia, Mrs. Beverly, 
Roxana and Euphrasia, playing all with her accustomed bril- 
liant success. The 6th of March witnessed her last appear- 
ance in New York, as Elvira, in “ Pizarro.” 

Colman’s farce, entitled “We Fly by Night,” was first pro- 
duced on the 27th of February, with the following cast: 


Gen. Bastion. . . . Mr. Trier. | Countess . . . . Mrs. OLDMIXxoON. 


Winlove. ... . ‘© DARLEY. Lady Lynx . . . ‘* Simpson. 

Ferrett . . . . . ‘“« Twalts. Mrs. Stubby . . . ‘* VILLIERS. 

Ct. de eicoome . . * Harwoon. Emma... . . Miss DELLINGER. 
Gaby Grim ; ‘“* Hoaae. 


For many years this little piece remained very popular. 

March 16th, the amusing farce of “Mr. H., or the Beau 
with a Bad Name,” was first played. The fun of the piece 
turned on the uncouth name of the hero, Hogsflesh, who, 
although young, handsome and rich, was shunned by every one 
an account of his unlucky cognomen, a difficulty he finally 
managed to overcome by having it changed to Bacon. Har- 
wood personated the unfortunate Mr. H.; Darley, Bellville ; 
Hogg, Landlord Pry ; Mrs. Darley, Melissinda ; and Mrs. 
Simpson, Old Lady D. 

April 1st, the “Merry Wives of Windsor” was played for 
the benefit of Mr. Harwood, on which occasion we first note 
the name of Mr. Lindsley, who played Jack Rugby. He was 
afterward attached to the various city theatres, and had some 
little merit in French characters. He was last at the Rich- 
mond Hill, playing “old men,” in the summer of 1833. 

We give the full cast of the “Merry Wives”—it being, we 
think, the first time of its performance on the Park stage: 


Falstaff . . 1... Mr. HARWOOD. ' Host . .... Mr. Hoga. - 
Fotd’ oc er i en a ‘¢ TYLER. Bardolph . . . . ‘* Haram, Jr. 
Page . - - « © « ‘ROBERTSON. Pistol . . . ‘¢ ALLEN. 
Shallow .... . ‘6 SHAPTER, Jack Rugby . . . ‘* LInpsLer. 
Slender .... . ‘6 TWAITs. Mrs. Ford. . . . Mrs. Darey. 
Dr. Caius. . . . . ‘¢ DARLEY. Mrs. Page. . . . %‘* VIDLIEBS. 
Sir oon Evans . . ‘* RutHerronp. {| AnnePage. . . . Miss DxLLiners. 
Fenton. . ... . ‘6 SAUBEBE. j Mrs. Quickly . . . Mrs. Simpson. 


Mr. Martin’s benefit took place on the 18th of Apmil, but 
he was too ill to appear—his sickness terminating in death. 
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The season ended on the 17th of April with the following 
bill: 
The Siege of Belgrade ; 


Seraskier. . . . . Mr. Dagiey. Ismael . . 2... Mr. S#HaAprTER. 
Col. Cohenberg. . . ‘' RoBERTSON. Lilla . ... - Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Leopold . .... s* TWAITs. Catharine... . ‘* DARLEY. 
Useph. . .... ‘« HaArwoop. Ghita . .... Miss DELLINGER. 
Peter . . . .« « « ‘* Hoga. Fatima. ... . ‘«  WHBHITE. 
and The Review. 

John Lump . . . . Mr. Hoaa. Grace Gaylove . . Mrs. DARLEY. 
Caleb Quotem . . . ‘ Twarts. | Lucy .-... - Miss DELLIWGER. 
Looney McTwolter . . ‘* Hagwoon. Phebe. ... . Mrs. VILLIEBs. 


Immediately after the close of the theatre, the whole in- 
terior was taken down, and the entire building remodeled 
and improved in every respect, under the direction of Mr. 
John J. Holland, a very able architect, brought out by Wignell 
for the Philadelphia Theatre. A pupil of the celebrated 
Marinelli, of London, he was an artist of great taste, and as 
a scenic and decorative painter, surpassed all who had been 
known before him in this country. 

He married in New York, becoming brother-in-law to Vice- 
Chancellor W. T. McCoun, and died in the prime of life, leav- 
ing behind him the reputation of an amiable, honorable, and 
high-minded gentleman. 


wv 


- CHAPTER XIX. 


Park Theatre, 1807-8—Vauxhall, 1808—Park, 1808-9. 


HE interior of the Park Theatre having been entirely 

remodeled, under the direction of Mr. Holland, so as 

to comfortably seat 1,600 persons in the three tiers 
of boxes, and 1,100 in the pit and gallery', and clothed witha 
magnificence hitherto unknown in New York—the boxes glit- 
tering in blue and white and gold, with crimson drapery at 
top, new and superb glass chandeliers, gorgeous mirrors, and 
every improvement that could be suggested for the conveni- 
ence, comfort and safety of the audience—once more, under 
the direction of Mr. Cooper, opened its doors to the public, on 
the evening of September 9th, 1807. } 

A little trifle, called “Confusion,” was gone through with 
by Messrs. Cooper, Harwood, Allen and Oliff, the prompter, 
after which Mr. Cooper delivered an Opening Address. 

The comedy of the “ Country Girl” followed—Moody by Mr. 
Harwood; Sparkish, Mr. Twaits; Harcourt, Mr. Tyler; Bell- 
ville, Mr. Darley; Peggy, Mrs. Darley; Altthea, Mrs. Villiers; 
and the evening’s entertainments concluded with “Paul and 
Virginia "—Paul by Mr. Darley; Capt. Tropic, Mr. Tyler; 
Dominique, Mr. Harwood ; Alamba, Mr. Twaits; Virginia, Mrs. 
Darley; Mary, Mrs. Villiers. 

On the 11th, the “ Poor Gentleman ” was played, in which Mr. 
Spear made his first appearance in New York, as Sir Charles 
Cropland ; Mr. Comer also made his first appearance as Hum- 


——_—_ - ————— = 


1 This was stated as the capacity of the theatre, in a newspaper of the day, but is probably 
exaggerated. The largest amount of receipts we have found recorded, at regular prices, 
is $1,878. 
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phrey Dobbin ; and Mr. Claude, his first appearance in two years, 
as Frederick. The afterpiece was the “Romp,” introducing Mrs. 
Claude, after an absence of two years, as Priscilla Tomboy. 

Mr. Spear attracted no attention; but Mr. Comer proved to 
be a good comedian, and gave general satisfaction. 

Mr. Morse played Earl Osmond, in the “ Castle Spectre,” on 
the 21st, on which occasion Mrs. Turner made her first appear- 
ance here as Angela, a character she was totally inadequate 
to fill, She soon subsided into a range of inferior parts, and 
remained with the company only one season. She was after- 
ward at Boston, and in 1810 was with one of the strolling 
companies that first pioneered the West. She was last in 
New York in 1828, playing “old women” at Chatham Garden. 

‘A vety pretty ballet pantomime, called “Love’s Stratagems,” 
performed entirely by children, was produced on the same 
evening, in which Miss Caroline Placide personated a youth- 
ful Shepherd ; Miss Andrews, a Shepherdess ; and Miss Julia 
Jones, Cupid—her first appearance on any stage. 

Miss Placide was the eldest daughter of Mons. Placide, 
having been born in 1798. Accustomed to the stage from 
infancy, she was perfectly at ease, and her childish efforts had 
no awkwardness or embarrassment to mar their excellence. 
In 1814, Miss Placide played at the little theatre in Anthony 
street, and there first began to attract notice as an aces of 
leading characters. 

About that time she married Mr. Waring, a member of the 
‘company, by whom she Had one daughter, since well known 
and greatly admired as Mrs. W. Sefton and Mrs. J. Wallack, 
Jr. Becoming a widow at an early age, Mrs. Waring, in 1826, 
married Mr. W. R. Blake, then a gay, young, “light” comedian. 

As a general actress, Mrs. Blake has had few superiors, 
being almost equally at home in tragedy, comedy, opera or 
farce. She was at one time a very great favorite as a vocalist, 
and has appeared with éclat as prima donna in all the old 
English operas, and as the second singer in most of the 
modern ones. When “Cinderella” was produced at the Park, 
in 1830, with Mrs. Austin as the heroine, Mrs. Blake was the 
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original Clorinda, and her singing and acting in that charac- 
ter have been surpassed by none of her successors. She pos- 
sesssed a very sweet voice, and her simple, unaffected style of 
ballad singing was truly delightful; but comedy was per- 
haps her forte, and in that line, her brilliant black eyes, be- 
witching smiles, and arch, airy manner, appeared to the best 
advantage, and acquired for her the highest approbation. 
Warned by the approach of autumnal years, Mrs. Blake finally 
confined herself to a line of characters suited to her age, in 
which she gathered much well-merited applause on the 
boards of our leading theatres. Mrs. Blake appeared in New 
York, at the Winter Garden, in May, 1862, in conjunction with 
Miss Bateman, and the last new characters she represented 
were Joan in “Geraldine,” and Marita in “Rosa Gregorio.” 
She was engaged for Laura Keene’s Theatre, in the fall of 
1862, but a prostration of the nervous system then prevented 
her appearance, and since Mr. Blake’s death, she has never 
resumed her profession. 

Miss Jones was a charming little “Love,” and won all 
hearts by the artless naivete of her manner. As she ap- 
proached womanhood, her great beauty and grace rendered 
her an especial favorite in the lighter characters of the 
drama, and had she continued on the stage, would no doubt 
have attained distinction. She was the daughter of Mra 
Jones, heretofore mentioned, and retired on her marriage 
with Edmund Simpson, in 1820. She is still living in this 
city, enjoying the highest respect and esteem. 

As in former years, Monsieur Placide appeared for a few 
nights in pantomimes, previous to opening the theatre at 
Charleston. 

On the 19th of October, Mr. Green made his first appear- 
ance in New York as Sir William Dorillon. He had been 
brought out by Wignell, and made his début at Philadelphia, 
in 1794. Young, tall and handsome, he was at that time 
more admired for his personal appearance than his excellence 
as an artist, but age and experience finally gave him a good 
reputation in the serious characters of comedy and the second 
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parts of tragedy, and on his début in New York he was fully 
competent to undertake the leading business of the theatre. 
His wife, whom he married after his arrival in America, was 
Miss Willems, a very lovely girl, and of high repute as a 
singer. Mr. Green was one of the managers of the Richmond 
Theatre, destroyed by fire December 26th, 1811, and had the 
misfortune to lose an only daughter by that terrible calamity, 
which clothed Richmond in unutterable woe, and the whole 
Union in mourning. Seventy-one human beings, including: 
indiscriminately youth and old age, beauty, genius and talent, 
the gay, the witty and the accomplished, were all over- 
whelmed in one promiscuous ruin. So complete and perfect 
was their destruction that nothing remained but rude and 
shapeless heaps of bones, and it was only by counting the 
skulls that the number of sufferers was at first ascertained 
From this period Mr. Green was heart-broken, and though he 
continued in the profession, his feelings never recovered their 
former tone. He was last in New York in 1815, and died 
soon after. 

Morton’s comedy of “Town and Country” was played here, 
for the first time, on the 2d of > ovember, thus cast: 


ReubenGlenroy. . . Mr. Coorer. Hawbuck . « « Mr. Comer. 
Rev. O.Glenroy. . . ‘* Tyumr. Mrs. Glenroy. . . Mrs. TURNER. 
Capt. Glenroy . . . ‘“* CLaupg, Rosalie Somers . . ‘* DaRey. 
Plastic . . . - . ‘6 DaRLey. Mrs. Trott. . . . ‘4 OLDMIXON. 
Cosy. .- « - | - << Twalts. Mrs. Moreen. . . ‘* SIMPSON. 
Trott. a. ss ce Cs ** Harwoop. TatHine . . . © CLauDE. 


On the 11th of December, Dimond’s clay of “ Adrian and 
Orilla, or a Mothers Vengeance,” was brought out with 
marked success, and remained a favorite for many years. 
Mr. Claude played Adrian; Mr. Greene, Prince Altenberg ; 
Mr. Harwood, Count Rosenheim; Mr. Twaits, Michael; Mrs. 
Claude, Lothair ; Mrs. Darley, Orilla ; Mrs. Villiers, Madame 
Clermont ; Mrs. Oldmixon, Githa ; and Miss Dellinger, Minna. 

On the 21st, “Tekeli, or the Siege of Mongatz,” a melo- 
drama, by T. E. Hook, the music by his father, was first played, 
received with the greatest applause, and frequently repeated : 


Tekeli. . 2. . © . Mr. Coover. Maurice . . . . Mr. Rongrtson. 
Wolf « «© «© «© ww « ‘* GREEN. Isiduvre. . 2. . . ‘6 DARLEY. 
Conrad .... -« ‘6 HARWOOD. Bras de Far. . . ‘* Twaits. 
Count Caraffa . . . ‘. TYLER, Alexinag . . . . Mrs. VILvrers. 


mund...... ‘© CLAUDE. | Christine. . . . ‘6 CLAUDE. 


248 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Mrs. Joana Cooper, the first wife of the manager, dying on 
the 11th of January, 1808, the theatre was closed, and enter- 
tainments suspended until the 17th of February, when Mr. 
Bernard commenced an engagement, in the characters of 
Farmer Ashfield and Sharp. On the same evening, Mr. Dykes 
was announced as Sir Abel Handy, his first appearance here, 
as the bills asserted ; but he had played in this city, in subor- 
dinate characters, eight years before. 

The “Secret,” a comedy, by Edward Morris, was produced 
on the 26th, and was well received, with the following cast: 
Dorville, Mr. Robertson; Sir Harry Fleetly, Darley; Lizzard, 
Bernard ; Jack Lizzard, Green ; Torrid, Dykes; Harry Torrid, 
Claude ; Lady Esther Dorville, Mrs. Simpson ; Rosa, Mrs. Dar- 
ley; and Susanna Lizzard, most capitally rendered by Mrs. 
Oldmixon. 

Mr. Bernard’s engagement terminated March 3d, when he 
played Major O'Flaherty, in the “ West Indian.” 

On the Sth, Tobin’s beautiful play, entitled the “ Curfew,” 
was first presented. This work, like the “ Honeymoon,” was 
unknown to the public until after its author's death; and it 
possesses so many and such great beauties that we are sur- 
prised that our modern managers have so long suffered it to 
slumber in oblivion. On its performance here, Mr. Cooper 
played Fitzharding ; Mr. Green, Hugh de Tracy; Mr. Darley, 
Robert ; Mr. Twaits, Conrad ; Mr. Claude, Bertrand ; Mr. Tyler, 
Armstrong ; Mr. Harwood, Walter; Mr. Dykes, Philip ; Mr. 
Robertson, Herman; Mrs. Villiers, Matilda ; and Mrs. Darley, 
Florence. But the 30th of March witnessed the production of 
a spectacle, under the direction of Mr. Twaits, that completely 
eclipsed all the other attractions of the season. This was the 
renowned fairy tale of “Cinderella,” (not the modern opera) 
with Kelly’s beautiful music, accompanied with entirely new 
scenery, by Holland and Reinagle, new dresses by Mr. Gib- 
bons, and new decorations by Mr. Geslain. Mr. Darley was 
the Prince ; Mr. Twaits, Pedro; Mrs. Darley, Cinderella ; Mes- 
dames Villiers and Wheatley, the Tormenting Sisters. A few 
heathen deities were thrown in by way of embellishment— 
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Mrs. Claude personating Venus; Mr. Allen, Hymen; Miss 
Martin, Cupid ; and Mrs. Dykes and Miss Dellinger, the prin- 
cipal dancing Nymphs. 

“Time's a Telltale,” a very excellent play in point of lan- 
guage and moral, was produced on the 18th of April. It was 
written by Henry Siddons, son of the tragic actress, and thus 
cast on its first performance: Sir Arthur Tessell, Mr. Darley ; 
Str David Delmar, Mr. Robertson; Blanford, Mr. Green; 
Query, Mr. Twaits; Hardacre, Mr. Harwood; Lady Delmar, 
Mrs. Villiers; Miss Laurel, Mrs. Oldmixon; Olivia, Mrs. 
Claude; Zelidy, Mrs. Darley. 

On the 22d, another of Hook's melo-dramas, called the 
“Fortress,” was first acted, and though it held possession of 
the stage for several years, is now forgotten. The cast was as 
follows: Count Everard, Mr. Green; Valbron, Mr. Tyler; 
Adolphus, Mr. Darley ; Oliver, Mr. Claude ; Vincent, Mr. T waits ; 
Philip, Mr. Harwood; Celestine, Mrs. Darley ; Alice, Mrs. Vil- 
liers ; Paulina, Miss Oldmixon. 

Industry and novelty being at this time the policy of Mr. 
Cooper’s management, on the 25th, Reynolds’ farce of “ Arbi- 
tration, or Free and Easy,” was produced, with the following 
cast: Sir Tuby Tritely, Mr. Dykes; Thorough, Harwood ; Jack 
Familiar, Twaits; Checquer, Darley; Nisi Prius, Doyle; Wil- 
liam, Allen; John, Lindsley; Lady Liligious, Mrs. Simpson; 
Mrs. Checquer, Turner; Harriet, Claude. 

The character of Misi Prius is one of the earliest in which 
Mr. Doyle is remembered. He was attached to the Park for 
some four or five years, and in “Qld Men” and “ Irishmen” 
gave good satisfaction. 

Matthew Lewis's romance of the “Wood Demon” was the 
next novelty, and was received with the utmost demonstration 
of delight on its first production, May 9th. It was got up 
with care, had a long run, and is frequently revived even at 
the present time. The characters were distributed as fol- 
lows: Count Holslein, Mr. Robertson; Guelpho, Harwood ; 
Wilikind, Twaits; Rolfo, Dykes; Ulric, Claude; Ghost of 
Ruric, Doyle; Wood Demon, Darley; Leolyn, Miss Martin ; 
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Una, Mrs. Darley; Clotilda, Mrs. Villiers; Paulina, Miss Del- 
linger; Fairy Auriol, Mrs. Claude; Ghost of Alexina, Mrs. 
Turner. 

‘On the 3d of June, a young gentleman made his début as 
Norval ; and in the character of Lady Randolph, Mrs. Villiers, 
having again entered the holy state of matrimony, was first 
announced as Mrs. Twaits. 

For the benefit of Mr. Dunlap, acting manager, June 8th, 
Shakspeare’s beautiful creation, the “Tempest,” was revived. 
Its cast at this time was judicious, and its performance ef- 
fective, as may be judged by the following: 


Prospero... . . Mr. GREEN. Caliban . . . . Mr. SHAPTEs. 
Alonzo... . - ‘6 RUuBERTSON. Gonzalo . . . . ‘** TYLER. 
Ferdinand . . . . ‘* DARLEY. Ariel . 2. . «6 Mrs. CLaupe. 
Antonio . . . . . ‘6 DYKES. Hypolito . . . . ‘“f Twaits. 
Trinculo . . . . ‘6 TWAITS. Miranda. . . . ‘** TuRNeER 
Stephano. . . . . ‘6 HARWOOD. Dorinda . . .. ‘* DARLEY. 


John Kemble’s melo-drama of “ Lodoiska,” with the music 
of Storace, was brought out for Twaits’s benefit on the 13th, 
and long retained great popularity: Prince Lupanski, Mr. 
Tyler; Verbel, Mr. Twaits; Count Floreski, Mr. Darley ; 
Kera Khan, Mr. Robertson; Baron Lorvinski, Mr. Green; 
Khor, Mr. Dykes; Adolphus, Mr. Claude; Lodoiska, Mrs. 
Darley. 

The last new piece of the season was produced for Har- 
wood's benefit on the 15th, making in all thirteen, exclusive 
of pantomimes. lt was written by Kenney, and entitled 
“Ella Rosenberg,” and is one of the best melo-dramas ever 
put on the stage. Its original cast was as follows: The 
Elector, Mr. Tyler; Rosenberg, Mr. Green; Col. Mountfort, 
Mr. Robertson; Sturm, Mr. Warwood; Fludlerman, Mr. Twaits; 
Ella, Mrs. Darley; Christine, Mrs. Twaits; Mrs. Flutterman, 
Mrs. Simpson. 

July 1st, little Miss Martin, the orphan daughter of John 
E. Martin, was allowed a benefit, on which occasion Mrs. Lip- 
man (being simply announced as a lady from Europe) made 
her first appearance in America, as Lady Contest, in the “ Wed- 
ding-Day,” with well-merited success. Of her personal history 
nothing is known. She ranked with the best performers in 
high comedy, and played during the whole of the next season, 
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at the end of which she engaged for the Charleston Theatre, 
and is never again heard of in New York. 

The season closed on the 4th of July, with “ Lodoiska” and 
“Glory of Columbia.” 

VavuxuaL. GaRDEN THEATRE Was opened on the 11th by Mr. 
Delacroix, with Greene, Barrett, Mills, Rutherford, Doyle, 
Ringwood, Spear, Sanford, Master G. Barrett, Mrs. Barrett 
Mrs. Woodham, Mrs. Mills, Mrs. Cunningham, Miss Dellinger, 
and Miss Delamater, in his company. 

Mr. Mills was a good comedian, well known at Boston and 
Philadelphia. His wife had some repute in singing charac- 
ters, and was a respectable walking-lady. 

Mrs. Woodham was a great favorite in romps and similar 
parts at Philadelphia. She was afterward connected with the 
Boston Theatre, and married a gentleman of that city named 
Moore. 

The performances at Vauxhall were brought to an abrupt 
conclusion by the conflagration of the buildings, on the 30th 
of August. 

At this establishment, this season, Mr. Barrett, Sr., made 
his last appearance in New York. 

Returning to the Park, the name of Stephen Price, so well 
known in theatrical annals, occurs in connection with its 
management, this season, for the first time. He purchased 
of Mr. Cooper an interest in the establishment, and subse- 
quently became its sole lessee, continuing a principal director 
of its affairs for a period of thirty-two years, during a portion 
of the time in conjunction with Mr. E. Simpson. Mr. Price 
was a man of great perseverance and energy of character, 
strict and severe, though honorable in his dealings, and for a 
long period displayed good taste, judgment, and liberality in 
all his dramatic arrangements. A long residence abroad, 
during which he was for a time manager of Drury Lane 
Theatre, London, gave him great facilities for the engage- 
ment of distinguished talent, and through him many of the 
most eminent British artists were introduced to the American 
public. In fact, he had the entire monopoly of traveling 
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“Stars,” and only through him for several years could man- 
agers in other American cities obtain their services, and by 
this means he added greatly to the profits of his business, 
which in a short time yielded him an independent fortune. 
But “easy won, easy gone,” is an old adage, and from his 
habits of life it is probable that his pecuniary circumstances 
were far from easy during the last years of his existence. For 
a period he and Mr. Cooper occupied two adjoining houses 
(afterward thrown into one and called the Carlton House), on 
the corner of Broadway and Leonard Street. ‘Here they lived 
in a style of the most sumptuous elegance, entertaining their 
friends beyond the bounds of érwe hospitality, and attracting 
around them all who were fond of the wine, wit, and jovial 
companionship of two good fellows like themselves; and at 
that time life presented no other prospect to them than a per- 
petual holiday. Between Stephen Price and Thomas A. 
Cooper the foolish bet was made, as recorded by Clapp, in 
his “Record of the Boston Stage,” as to which could pull 
the longest wisp of straw trom a load passing at the time 
The former staked a thousand dollars against the net proceeds 
of Cooper’s next benefit, and had the satisfaction of winning 
twelve hundred dollars from his friend, who, on paying, re- 
marked that he had only lost two hours’ acting. Such reck- 
lessness could end only in one way, and to Cooper, especially, 
that end was most mortifying and distressing. 

During the last years of Mr. Price’s management, owing to 
the powerful rivalry of Mr. Wallack at the National Opera 
House, the Park Theatre declined greatly in popularity, and 
being himself absent, he could not understand the necessity 
of new outlays to keep the attraction with the old house; he 
seemed to think that the mere prestige of its name would be 
sufficient to sustain it against all opposition, and is under- 
stood to have thwarted or prevented all plans of Mr. Simpson 
for improving the style of getting up its pieces, or engaging 
a better class of stock actors to sustain them. He finally re- 
turned to this country for the purpose of personally superin- 
tending the business of the theatre, but was soon after seized 
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with a mortal sickness, which terminated his life on the 20th 
of January, 1840. He belonged to a family well known in 
New York, and was brother to William M. Price, long a con- 
spicuous politician, and at one time United States Attorney 
for this district. 

The theatre opened on the 9th of September, 1808, with 
the “School of Reform,” in which Mr. Hogg, whose re-en- 
gagement gave great satisfaction, made his first appearance 
in two years in his favorite character of Tyke. The afterpiece 
was the “ Padlock”—Mr. Darley playing Leander ; Mr. Tyler, 
Diego ; Mr. Twaits, Mungo; Mrs. Darley, Leonora ; and Mrs. 
Oldmixon, Ursula. 

The company was substantially the same as on the previous 
season. Weakened by the loss of Mr. and Mrs. Claude, Mr. 
Green, Mr. Comer, Mr. Dykes, Mrs. Turner, and Mrs. Simpson, 
its strength was repaired by the addition of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hogg, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Huntington, and Mrs. Lipman, who 
made her second appearance in New York, and the first this 
season, on the 14th of September, in the “ School for Scandal,” 
with the following magnificent cast, which would not lose by a 
comparison with any that our city theatres could now put forth: 


Sir PeterTeasle. . . Mr. Twatts. | Moses. ... . Mr. Hooa. 

Bir Oliver Surface . . ‘* TYLER. Rowley . . . . ‘** HuNtinoton. 
Joseph Surface . . . ‘* RUTHERFORD. i ~SERIDS o- ae ae e ‘* RoBerRrtsox. 
Charles Surface. . . ‘* Coopxr. Lady Teazle. . . Mrs. LIPMAN. 

Sir Benj. Backbite . . ‘* Darvey. | Lady Soeerwell. . ‘* Twaits. 
Crabtree... . . ‘Ss HaARWOOD. Mrs. Candour . . ‘* OLpmtxon. 
Careless a ‘6 SHAPTER. [ Maria. . . . Mies DELLINGER. 


Mrs. Lipman deepened the favorable impression she had 
made at the close of the last season, and the excellent acting 
of Mrs. Twaits redeemed the character of Lady Sneerwell from 
its usual insipidity. 

On the 23d, Mrs. Hogg’s re-appearance as Mrs. Malaprop, 
after two years’ absence, was warmly greeted by her numerous 
friends. 

On the 19th of October, Kenney’s fine comedy of the 
“ World” was produced, with a most gratifying success : 


Cheviot . .-« -. Mr. Cooper. i Wellworth . . . Mr. Dorte. 
Echo . . « «© «# - “« Twalts. Williams. . . . ‘* LInpsuey. 
Withers . «6 « « - ‘6 TYLER. Vellum . . . . * Huntineton. 
Index . . © e « » ‘6 HaRwoop. Margin. . © SHapree,. 
Dauntless. . . =... *¢ ROBERTSON. Lady Bloomfield . Mrs. DARLEY. 
Leiter. . 2. 2. . ‘6 DaRLey. Mrs. Barclay . . ‘* Twarts. 
Gocial . . 2. sw “ RuruzeyoaD. Elinor Barclay. . ‘ Lipmas. 


vod 


254 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Mr. West, a favorite comedian of Charleston, appeared on 
the 7th of November as Tvlterton, in “Love Laughs at Lock- 
smiths ;” and again on the 11th, as Snarl in the “ Village 
Lawyer.” 

On the 9th, Reynolds’ comedy called “ Begone, Dull Care,” 
was first played, but never attained great popularity. Its cast 
was as follows: 


Sir Arthur St. Albyn . Mr. Trrer. Trusty. . . . . Mr. Husrixaros. 
A’gernon St. Albyn =. **  Ronersson. Geoffrey . . . . ‘“* RUTHERFORD. 
Modern... eet ‘ TWaITs. Legis . . . . ‘6 Dore. 
Danvers 2... ‘© Darey. Selina... .) .) Mrs, Twaits. 
Lord Blushdale. . . ‘“* Wlarwoop. Ceely . 2. 2...) OM OL PM aN, 
Soluce... 1 ** Hoaa. Deborah... . ‘* Hoag. 


Mr. Burton very improperly applied the title of this comedy 
to Morton’s “School for Grown Children,” on its revival at his 
house in 1849. 

The first performance of the areas: of “ Adelgitha, or 
the Fruits of a Single Error,” by far the best of all Monk 
Lewis's dramatic productions, took place on the 14th, with 
the annexed cast: 


Guiseard . . . . . Mr. Coorer. Rainulf . . . . Mr. Linpszer. 
Lothair . 2.0. 0. ** RR: BEKTSON. Adelgitha. . . . Mra. Twaira, 
Mchael Ducas . . . ‘* RUTHERFORD. Imma... ... 8 nee 
Tercetugs . . . . . * DoyLe. Abbers. . . . . “Hie 

Juluuon. 2. we ‘© HUATINGTON,. Claudia. . . . . Miss Wurre. 


Its success was perfect, being admirably acted, and its 
merit so great that i¢ was frequently performed for many 
years. 

“Plot and Counterplot,” an amusing farce by Charles 
Kemble, was brought out on the 18th, with great applause, 
its characters thus distributed: 


Don Hernandez. . ° Mr. Harwoop. Isidore. . . . . Mr. Hownttrorox. 
Don Gaspard . . . ‘* Hoga. | Pedrillo . . . . =‘ RUTHERFORD. 
Don Leon. . . . . * DaRLey. Lorenza . . . . Wiss DevLincea. 
Don Fernando... ‘6 ROBEKTSON, | Juana. . . . . Mrs. Otpmixoy, 
Fabian. . .. . ‘6 TWalts, Beatrice ... ‘¢ ~=6Hoaea. 


The touching drama of the “ Blind Boy,” which is still a 
favorite afterpiece, was produced for the first time on the 7th 
of December, and was eminently successful. 

Mr. Tyler played Stanislaus; Mr. Robertson, Rodolph ; Mr. 
Twaits, Kalig: Mr. Rutherford, Oberto ; Mrs. Lipman, Ed- 
mond; and Mrs. T waits, Elvina. 

On the 19th of December, the début in New York of Mrs. 
Stanley was announced in the characters of Lady Townly and 
Roxalana. This lady, whose maiden name was Wattle, mar- 
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ried in 1790 the Hon. Thomas Twistleton, second son of Lord 
Say and Sele, and in conjunction with him received great ap- 
plause in the private performance of plays, then in high vogue 
a8 an amusement with the nobility and gentry of England. 
The first public appearance of Mrs. Twistleton was at Glou- 
cester, for the benefit of Mr. Holman, when she personated 
Belvidera with such success that she was immediately en- 
gaged at Covent Garden for six nights, where she attracted 
very full and fashionable houses. Her husband was also an- 
nounced at the same establishment, but was dissuaded from 
appearing, and a difference soon after occurring between 
them, they separated by mutual consent, he taking orders in 
the ministry, and she following the histrionic profession under 
the assumed name of Stanley. She was brought to this coun- 
try by Bernard for the Boston Theatre, where she was very 
favorably received, and afterward played in Philadelphia 
with similar success. In New York she played four or five 
times, and though possessing a handsome person, a fine, intel- 
ligent countenance and pleasing manners, did not prove at- 
tractive. She died soon after at Burlington, Vt. 

On the 4th of January, 1809, an Indian pantomime, called 
“Harlequin Panattahah, or the Genii of the Algonquins,” in 
which the whole company did service, was brought out; but, 
as usual at that season of the year, the audiences were so small 
that it was deemed advisable to close the theatre, and it was 
not re-opened until Washington’s birthday, February 22d (then 
always celebrated with enthusiasm), when “Gustavus Vasa” 
and the Indian pantomime were performed. 

On the 24th, Master Payne, afterward designated the young 
American Roscius, made his first appearance on a public stage 
in the character of Young Norval, with triumphant success. 
His début was followed by his appearance as Zaplina, in 
“Mahomet,” which he played three times; Oclavian; 
Achmet, in “Barbarossa;” Tancred; and Romeo, for his 
benefit, on the 15th of March, all of which he represented 
with the skill of a finished artist, combined with the fresh- 
ness, simplicity and impulsiveness of youth. Born in this 
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city, on the 9th of June, 1792, John Howard Payne, when 
very young, had removed with his parents to Boston, where 
he first acquired a taste for theatrical representations, and 
where he often appeared with his young friends in private 
performances. He was afterward placed in a store in New 
York, but wearying of the situation, and pining for public 
applause, when nearly seventeen years of age, with the ad- 
vantage of a neat though rather small figure, and a handsome 
countenance, beaming with intelligence, with the consent 
of his father he entered the profession, of which he 
was immediately recognized as one of the brightest 
ornaments. 

After visiting Boston, where he played an engagement with 
the same distinguished approbation, he returned to this city, 
opening on the 17th of May with Young Norval, and playing 
subsequently Lord Hastings, Frederick, in “ Lovers’ Vows,” 
Rolla, Edgar, and Hamlet. Atter acting with the greatest 
applause in all the American theatres, he visited Europe, and 
made a successful début at Drury Lane, on the 4th of June, 
1818, in the character of Norval. He afterward played in 
the provincial theatres, and though always attractive, soon 
became so absorbed in literary pursuits that he abandoned 
the stage, devoting his talents (and he held a most graceful 
and eloquent pen) to critical essays on the Drama, and the 
composition of dramatic pieces, many of the latter being ori- 
ginal, though some were compilations, or adaptations, from 
the French, and among then, still holding possession of the 
stage, are the tragedy of “Brutus,” the melo-drama of “ The- 
rese,” the domestic opera “Clari,’ with its beautiful and 
touching song of “ Home, Sweet Home,” “ Charles the 
Second,” “Two Galley Slaves,” “’Twas I,” “Peter Smink,” 
“Love in Humble Life,” &c. 

After a long residence in London and Paris, he returned to 
this country in 1832, being received with the warmest demon- 
strations of respect and regard, and on the 29th of November 
in that year, the first complimentary benefit given by the 
citizens of New York took place at the Park Theatre in his 
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honor. The admission to the boxes and pit on that oc- 
casion was five dollars, and to the gallery one dollar. 

Disappointed in his efforts to establish a periodical which 
he had projected on a scale of great expensiveness, and prob- 
ably afflicted with the usual accompaniment of genius, care- , 
lessness for the morrow, Mr. Payne is reported to have suf- 
fered uncomplainingly many of the ills of poverty, until he 
was appointed, by Mr. Tyler, Consul to Tunis, in 1841, where 
he officiated with credit to himself and country. Recalled 
by Mr. Polk, he was again appointed under President Taylor's 
administration, and, after a brief illness, died at his post, on 
the 10th of April, 1852. Although his later years did not 
fulfill the promise of his youth, his buoyancy of manner, his 
rich and varied stock of information, his brilliant wit, and 
general amiability and good nature, made him the most agree- 
able of companions. His criticism evinced the nicest taste 
and judgment, and his ordinary conversation was not only 
faultless, but perfectly fascinating. His death was a source 
of deep sorrow to many warmly attached friends and rela- 
tives, most of whom occupy a high station:in society. 

The beautiful musical romance of the “Forty Thieves,” 
the combined production of four authors, the outline having 
been sketched by Sheridan from the tale in the Arabian 
Nights, the dialogue written by his brother-in-law, Ward, the 
music composed by Kelly, and the whole revised by Colman, 
was first put upon the stage of New York on the 20th of 
March. Cast as follows: Ali Baba, Harwood; Cassim Baba, 
Huntington; Ganem, Darley; Mustapha, Twaits; Hussarac, 
Robertson; Abdallah, Rutherford; Selim, Lindsley; Orco- 
brand, Doyle; Princess Zelie, Miss White; Morgiana, Mrs. 
Darley; Cogia, Oldmixon; Zaide, Hogg; Ardinelle, Twaits; 
Gossamer, Miss Dellinger. Its success was triumphant, and 
it remains a favorite holiday piece to this day. 

On the 27th, another of Tobin’s comedies was produced, 
called the “School for Authors,” with the following cast: 
Diaper, Mr. Harwood; Cleveland, Robertson; Wormwood, 
Rutherford; Jeffrey, Hogg; Frank, Twaits; William, Doyle; 
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Jane Diaper, Mrs. Darley; Susan, Mrs. Lipman. It was not 
as successful as it had been in Europe. 

On the 5th of May, Arnold’s comedy of “Man and Wife” 
was first played. Its cast will prove the excellence of its 
. representation, which, with one exception, was perfect, Mr. 
Rutherford being out of his element as Sir Willoughby Wor- 
rett. Lord Austencourt, Mr. Darley; Sir R. Austencourt, Doyle; 
Charles Austencourt, Cooper; Sir W. Worrett, Rutherford ; 
Faulkner, Robertson; Cornelius O'Dedimus, Harwood; Pon- 
der, Twaits; William, Lindsley; Lady Worrett, Mrs. Old- 
mixon; Helen Worrett, Mrs. Darley; Fanny, Mrs. Twaits; Tif- 
any, Miss Dellinger. 

May 26th, Mr. Twaits played King Lear, with Master 
Payne’s Edgar, and on the 3d of June, took his benefit with 
the following bill: | 

Every One nas his Fault ; 


Lord Norland . . . Mr. Tver. Lady Elinor . . . Mrs. Twalts. 
Sir Robert Ramble . . ‘* Twaits. Mrs. Placid .. . OLDMIXON. 
Solus: s-! se es ee ‘“* Hoga. | Miss Spinster .. ‘© =6Hoae. 
Harmony. ... . ‘* Harwoop. MissWooburn . . ‘“ Daaguer. 
and, : The Turnpike Gate. 

Crack. . . . 6 . Mu. Twaits. Robert Maythorn Mr. Hoee. 
Harry Blunt. . . . ‘“* Daruey. | Peggy -.... Mrs. OLpMIxoN. 
Joe Standfast . . . ‘* Harwoopn. Mary .... . Mies DELLINGER. 


On the 9th of June, Hugh Kelly’s once highly popular 
comedy of “False Delicacy” was first played here with con- 
siderable success, for Mr. Tyler’s benefit, cast as follows: 


Col. Rivers . . . . Mr. TrLee. Lady Betty ee Mrs. LIPMAN. 
ro) ne a ‘“« Harwoop. Mrs. Harley .. ‘¢  OLDMIXON. 
Sir Harry Newburg . ‘* DABLEY. Miss Marchmont. . ‘* Daguey. 
Lord Winworth. . ‘* RUTHERFORD Miss Rivers . . . ‘* MTwatts. 
Sidney. . . . =~ - ‘* ROBERTSON. Sally . . .. . Miss Waits. 


On the 14th of June, Mrs. Lipman produced for her benefit 
J. N. Barker’s musical drama, entitled the “ Indian Princess,” 
founded on the story of Pocahontas, with the following cast: 
Lord De-la-war, Mr. Tyler; Capt. Smith, Rutherford ; Rolfe, 
Robertson ; Percy, Huntington; Walter, Darley ; Larry, Har- 
wood; Robin, Hogg; Powhatan, Shapter; Miami, Twaits; 
Pocahontas, Mrs. Lipman; Geraldine, Mrs. Twaits; Alice, 
Mrs. Oldmixon; Kate, Miss Dellinger; Nina, White. 

Mr. Barker, a resident of Philadelphia, was one of the 
earliest and best of American dramatic authors, and this piece, 
though not his first effort, was the first that had been pre- 
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sented to the New York public, and notwithstanding the late- 
ness of the season, met with a very gratifying success. 

Two excellent comedies, entitled “Tears and Smiles” and 
- “How to Try a Lover,” are the productions of his pen. “ Mar- 
mion” was dramatized by him from Scott’s poem, and had an 
extraordinary run, both in Philadelphia and New York. He 
wrote several other meritorious pieces, including “ Supersti- 
tion,” a remarkably fine tragic play, represented with the 
greatest applause in Philadelphia, and deserving a better fate 
than the oblivion in which it is now buried. 

On the 21st of June, a play by Mrs. Ellis, called the “Duke 
of Buckingham,” being the last mew piece of the season, and 
never before performed, was brought out only to be con- 
demned. It was thus cast: 


Backingham. . . . Mr. RoBERTsoN. Sir Ralph. . . . Mr. Dovug. 
Egbert. . . . . . ‘« DARLEY. Theodore . . . . Mrs. LIPMAN. 
Vincent . . .. ~~. ‘6 RUTHERFORD. Duchess... . ‘* Twairts. 
Felon. . . ... “ Twalts. Selina... .. ‘6 DARLEY. 
Ghost of Villlers. . . ‘* TYLus. Clara ..... sé DELLINGER. 


The season terminated, as usual, on the 4th of July, with 
“George Barnwell” and the “Forty Thieves,” and with it ter- 
minated the theatrical career of the favorite comedian Har- 
wood, who died, as before mentioned, early in the ensuing 
fall, in the full meridian of his powers, leaving for many 
years a vacancy that none were adequate to fill. 


CHAPTER XX. 


Park Theatre, 1809—10. 


H E New York Theatre was re-opened by Messrs. 

Cooper and Price, (Mr. Twaits being the acting 

manager) September 6th, 1809, with the tragedy of 
the “Castle Spectre,” Mr. Young making his first appearance 
in three years as Earl Osmond; and Mr. and Mrs. Poe, who 
had formerly played at Vauxhall, their first appearance at 
this establishment as Hassan and Angela. The atterpiece 
was the “Romp,” Capt. Sighily by Mr. Poe; Wally Cockney, 
Twaits; Priscilla Tomboy, Mrs. Poe. 

Mr. Youny had changed but little during his absence, and 
Mr. Poe soon sunk into insignificance, but his wife proved to 
be a pleasing and acceptable actress. 

Mr. Cooper made his first appearance on the 8th, as Rolla, 
supported by Mr. Young as Pizarro; Mr. Robertson as 
Alonzo; Mrs. Poe, Cora; and Mrs. Twaits, Elvira. The 
rustic opera of “ Rosina” followed—Belville, by Mr. Tyler; 
Capt. Belville, Mr. Poe; William, Mr. Twaits; Rosina, Mrs. 
Poe; Phebe, Mrs. Oldmixon. 

On the 11th, the beautiful Mrs. Young re-appeared as Cow- 
slip, but her abilities were not well suited to the part. 

“Ts He a Prince?” a farce by Prince Hoare, was produced 
on the 18th, with the following cast: 


Baron Crackenburg . Mr. Dove. Moritz. . . . . Mr. RosBERtsoy. 
Count Rusenblum . . ‘* Youna. Frantz. . 2. . . (¢  LINDSLBY. 
Bluffberg. . . . . ‘© Twalts. Caroline . . . . Mra. Youna. 
Lindorf . . . © .« “< Por. Mrs. Crackenburg . ‘* O.pmixon. 


On the 15th, Mr. Foster, a brother of Mrs. Young, made his 
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first appearance as Ganem, in the “Forty Thieves,” but never 
attained a high station on the boards. 

A farce, entitled “Princess or No Princess,” was brought 
out on the 27th, and repeated several times, cast as follows: 
Almorah, Mr. Poe; Oswald, Robertson; Zavolano, Young; 
Kasil, Doyle; Stork, Lindsley; Basil, Tyler; Andrew, Twaits; 
Elizene, Mrs. Poe; Ulrica, Mrs. Twaits; Gertrude, Mrs. Hogg. 

Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy, entitled “To Marry or Not to 
Marry,” was introduced to the American stage on the 5th of 
October, with the following distribution of parts: 


Lard Daoberry . - Mr, Twarts. Amos .... . Mr. Por. 

Sir Oswin Slortland. - * Coorer. Hester. . . ... Mra. Yousa. 
Lavensforth . . . * ROBERTSON. Lady Susan Conrtly. ** OLpMIxoN. 
Willuwear .. ‘6 Youna. Mrs. Sarah Mortland ‘* Hoga. 


Mr. Young possessed few requisites for the character of 
Willowear, but his wife was a very charming representative of 
the artless and unsophisticated Hester. 

“Grieving’s a Folly,” a comedy by Richard Leigh, was 
produced on the 18th, and met with considerable success. 


Herbert . . . . . Mr. Youna. | Joe Thresher . . . Mr. Ropertson. 
SirQ. Cypress . . . ‘* Dorte. _ O'Htrrolan . . . * Tyuer. 
Capt. cypress 5). sac. DM OP ee, _ Woodburn. - _** HALLAM, Jr. 
Belford ‘ . ‘“* ANDERSON. | Mrs. _Mordent . . . Mrs. watts. 
Sedley. 2. . . 2. ** FOStER. Ellen . . .. . ‘“* Young. 
Crape. . .... “ Twalts. | Susan a oe Miss Wits. 


The name of Mr. Anderson is noticed for the first time in 
the above piece. 

On the 23d of October, the “Gamester’ was announced, 
with Mr. Cooper as Beverly ; Mr. Collins (his first appearance: 
in New York) as Lewson; and Mrs. Beverly, by Mrs. Mason, 
her first appearance in America. The débutants were not 
very successful, Mr. Collins’ talents being better adapted to 
the lower comic walks of the drama, and he seldom appeared 
again out of that Jine, save in the choleric and testy old gen- 
tleman. He was in after years well known at the West. 

Mrs. Mason appeared to be laboring under indisposition, 
and gave little evidence of the ability which afterward ren- 
dered her an eminent favorite. Her second appearance was 
announced as Beatrice, for the 25th, but she was too ill to 
perform, and on that evening Mr. Edmund Simpson made 
his first appearance on the American stage, with merited 
success, in the character of Harry Dornton, in the substituted 
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comedy of the “Road to Ruin.” This excellent man and 
spirited manager, so long and favorably known to all players 
and play-goers, was born in the year 1784, and though edu- 
cated for a mercantile life, was not able to resist the fascina- 
tion of the stage, having engaged in that amusement so 
dangerous to those who have other and more settled pursuits 
in view—the private theatre. He made his first public ap- 
pearance at Towcester, England, in May, 1806, as Baron 
Steinfort, in the “Stranger ;” and having a new blue coat and 
white breeches, was selected to play all the “walking gentle- 
men,” and so captivated the heart of a milliner of good repute 
and business in that town, that she made him proposals 
which he was ungracious enough to decline. 

At this time he had a good face and figure, and played the 
dashing young fellows of comedy—scamps and spendthrifts— 
the heroes of melo-drama, and many juvenile tragic characters 
with general approbation. In 1810, he became an assistant 
in the management, and subsequently the partner of Mr. 
Price. In 1820, he married and took from the stage the 
young and amiable Miss Jones, with whom he enjoyed in 
the highest degree all the purest pleasures of a domestic life, 
unlike many of his professional brethren, retaining an un- 
blemished reputation for purity of morals, as well as for 
integrity of purpose, and the most thorough honesty and 
honor in all his business relations. | 

About the year 1833, Mr. Simpson retired from the boards 
of the theatre, confining himself solely to the duties of man- 
agement, occasionally appearing in one of his old characters 
on his benefit nights, which were always crowded by his 
friends, for few men numbered more or warmer ones. 

On the death of Mr. Price, in 1840, Mr. Simpson was sup- 
posed to have become the ‘sole lessee of the theatre, though 
his name did not appear in the heading of its bills, the an- 
nouncements being usually issued as from “the manage- 
ment.” 

The terrible revulsion in the value of real estate which fol- 
lowed the almost universal bankruptcy of 1887-38, gave 
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a fatal blow to the private fortune of Mr. Simpson, who was 
deeply involved in land speculations, and the unexpected 
failure of Vestris and her husband, of whom great anticipa- 
tions had been formed, gave a downward tendency to the 
destiny of the theatre from which it never recovered. 

From this period, with an occasional spasmodic exception, 
every effort, however apparently judicious, seemed attended 
with ill success; lectures became the rage, and cuntinued 
courses were delivered nightly by the most brilliant and 
eminent men in the country, while the unceasing efforts of 
fashionable cliques to establish the Italian opera caused the 
theatre to be neglected, and attractions that would once have 
commanded overflowing houses were now presented to bare 
walls and empty benches. Again, though the rent paid for 
the building was enormous, the proprietors could rarely be 
persuaded to allow a cent even for its external embellish- 
ment, so that its appearance rather repulsed than attracted 
strangers; and in its last days, owing to the entire removal of 
the old residents of the neighborhood, it was too remote from 
the centre of population to make it the accustomed lounge of 
those who had once been seen almost nightly within its walls. 
The end was utter ruin. 

June 5th, 1848, was the last night of the management of 
- Mr. Simpson, who, in conclusion, issued the following card: 
“Mr. Simpson, in retiring from the management of the Park 
Theatre, which, as stage and acting manager, he has held for 
thirty-eight years, returns his thanks to his friends and the 
public for their generous support during that long period.” 
Only ten performers of all who had prospered under his fost- 
ering care were left to assist on the last night, and these were 
Messrs. Barry, Bass, Grattan, S. Pearson, Povey, Mrs. Barry, Mrs. 
E. Knight, Mrs. Dyott, Miss Kate Horn and Miss Flynn. Alas! 
for this the end of all his greatness. He resigned the lease of — 
the theatre into the hands of Mr. Hamblin, on the condition 
of a life annuity—fifteen hundred dollars, if our memory is 
correct; but grief and mortification at the total wreck of his 
fortunes, worked bitterly on his feelings, and with a dejected 
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spirit and a broken heart, he lingered but a short time in 
this troublous world after the completion of this arrange- 
ment, dying on the 31st of July, in the same year, at the age 
of 64. 

The benevolent feelings of personal and professional friends 
were immediately aroused, and though, from various obstacles, 
action seemed deferred and tardy, yet his widow and family 
finally had no cause of complaint for the want of efforts 
made for their relief. Under the direction of an influential 
committee, with the gratuitous aid of the performers, an enter- 
tainment for that purpose was given at the Park (then man- 
aged by Mr. Hamblin), on the 7th of December, 1848, of which 
we insert the entire bill to show the forgetfulness of self 
evinced by the volunteers, and their willingness to assume 
any character to insure the best result, there being no less 
than five gentlemen in the cast who had played, and might 
justly have laid claim to the principal character of the play. 

Tue Scnoou ror ScanpaLt—Sir Peler, Mr. Placide; Sir Oliver, 
Burton; Joseph, Barry; Charles, G. Barrett; Crabtree, Blake; 
Sir Benjamin, Richings; Careless, Walcot; Sir Harry, H. Hunt; 
Rowley, Stafford; Moses, Povey; Snake, Morehouse; Trip, 
Dawson; Lady Teazle, Mrs. Shaw; Lady Sneerwell, Mrs. Gil- 
bert; Mrs. Candour, Mrs. Winstanley; Maria, Miss Mary 
Taylor. 

Cavatina, from Ernani, Signorina Truffi. 

Pas de deux—Mons. and Mad. Monplaisir. 

Comic Song—“ Debating Society "—W. B. Chapman. 

Trio—Trufti, Signori Benedetti and Rossi, with violin obli- 
gato, Mast. Giovanni Sconcia. 

On the 8th, Mr. Macready read the tragedy of “ Hamlet,” at 
the Stuyvesant Institute, for the same benevolent object. On 
the 14th, at the Olympic, Mr. Mitchell gave a night, assisted 
by Messrs. Holland, Nickinsun, Arnold, Conover, Reynolds, 
Miss Clarke, Miss Gannon, Miss M. Phillips, Miss Roberts, 
Miss Partington, &c. Mr. Chanfrau, at the National, followed 
on the 21st, playing his great character of Mose, and supported 
by J. R. Scott, R. J. Jones, Tilton, Pardey, Herbert, Dawes, 
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Seymour, T. G. Booth, Miss E. Mestayer, Mrs. Woodward, Miss 
Gordon, Mrs. G. Chapman and others. 

Burton, on the Sth of March ensuing, also contributed a 
night, with Mrs. Vernon, Miss Caroline Chapman, Mrs. A. 
Knight, Mr. and Mrs. Brougham, Geo. Jordan, T. Johnson, 
Raymond, &c. Mr. Fry, at the Astor Opera House, had also 
given a grand musical entertainment on the 11th of January, 
aided by the talents of Mesdames Laborde, Truffi and Amalia 
Patti, with Signori Benedetti, Rossi, Patti and Monsieur 
Laborde. 

Their various results we have now torgotten, but we cannot 
doubt that their united contributions were as substantial as 
their motives were praiseworthy. 

The second appearance of Mrs. Mason on the 27th of Octo- 
ber, as Widow Cheerly, in the “Soldier’s Daughter,” to the 
Frank Heartall ot Mr. Simpson, did away with the disagree- 
able impression lett by her Mrs. Beverly, and her great spirit, 
liveliness and humor soon established her as the first actress 
of her time in high and dashing comedy. Juliana, Catharine, 
Violante, Lady Town!y, Mrs. Oakley and Mrs. Sullen had had 
no representative worthy to be compared with her since the 
departure of Mrs. Johnson; and in Lady Teazle, the best 
critics for many years allowed that she entirely eclipsed all 
rivalry. Mrs. Mason played for two seasons at the Park, and 
was then engaged tor Philadelphia—married Mr. Entwistle in 
1816, and resumed her old situation at the Park, with undi- 
minished success, during the seasons of 181819 and 121—22. 
From 1825 to 1828 she was one of the main attractions of the 
Chatham Garden Theatre, about which time, being again a 
widow, she contracted a marriage with a Mr. Crooke, with 
whom she afterward played in the Southern theatres. She 
died at New Orleans, in 1835. 

To give a just idea of this lady’s merit, we copy the re- 
marks of an eminent critic on her Widow Cheerly: “The 
polished manners and elegant deportment of the woman of 
fashion were, in Mrs. Mason’s Widow, blended with the be- 
witching sportiveness and undefinable fascination of high 

34 
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comedy. Throughout the whole of her performance there 
was nothing that approximated vulgarity, nothing coarse, 
nothing forced, nothing studied, nothing which the most fas- 
tidious taste would wish otherwise, but all was of that refined, 
polished, yet natural and pungent quality of humor, that 
skillfully attenuated pleasantry, which casts a mild sunshine 
over the heart, filling it with pure enjoyment, which rather 
exhildrates the spirits than provokes laughter, and imparts 
sensations of an order much superior to those of mere side- 
shaking merriment. Mrs. Mason’s merit is of that sterling 
kind, the value of which all capacities and conditions are ca- 
pable of perceiving and must admire, and her humor is dis- 
tinguished by ease and elegance, no less than by spirit and 
vivacity.” 

Although anxious to acquire distinction in tragedy, she fell 
in that line far short of her excellence as a comedienne. 

“De Montfort,” which has never yet met with the success 
it deserves, was brought out on the 8th of November, with 
the annexed cast: 


De Montfort. . . . Mr. Coorer. Jerome. . . Mr. CoLLtns. 
Renzevelt. . . . . ‘* Youna, Jane de Montfort. . Mrs. Twatts. 
CountFriberg . . . ‘* RoBERTSON. | Countess Friberg. ‘“ Youna. 


“Yes or No,” a little farce by Pocock, was first played on 
the 20th, as follows: 


Sir B. Oldstyle . . . Mr. CoLiins. Drab... . . Myr. Tyee. 
Charles Fervor . . . ‘* SImpson. Corporal Barrel . 2 *¢) Twarrs. 
Wm. Seagrave . . . ‘* ROBINSON. Penelope Soup... Mrs. Howa. 

Obadiah Broadbrim . ‘* Doyug. Patty . .. Young. 


The first representation of Dimond’s “ Pounaling of the 
Forest,” on the 27th, was attended with great success. 


Count de Valmont . . Mr. Yorna. Sanguine... . Mr. Haram, Jr. 
Baron Longueville. . ‘* Dove. Lenoir. . . . ©) *))COLINDSLEY. 
Florian. . . . . ‘* SImMpson. Eugenia. . . . Mrs. Mason. 
Bertrand. . . . . ‘* RoneRTSON. Geraldine . . . ‘“ Youna. 
L’Felair . . . . .) **) Twarts. Rosabella . oo... ‘“ PoE 
Gaspard , ‘* COLLINS. Monica . ; “ Howe. 


_ Venoni, "a ‘drama by M. Lewis, followed on the 6th of 
December, was played a few nights, and has now long been 


forgotten. 

Venoni .. . . . Mr. Srupson. | Benedetto. . . . Mr. Twarrts. 
Viceroy . . . . . ‘* Youna, ! Hortensia . . . . Mra. TWatts. 
Lodovico. . . . . ‘% TYLER. Veronica. . . . * Hoge. 
Celestino. . . . . ‘** RoOnERTSON. , Josepha... . “ Younea. 
Michael . . . . . ‘* DOorLe. Teresa. we ‘© Pos. 
Jeropymo . ‘¢ COLLINS. | Sister Lucia... ‘* OLDMIXON. 


On the 11th, ‘Mr. Morrell, a gentleman of this city, made his 
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debut as Rolla, and on the 20th, appeared as Octavian. Some 
time after he re-appeared in characters many degrees lower. 
Colman’s comedy of the “ Africans” was first played on the 
Ist of January, 1810, when Twaits made a great hit in the 
character of Henry Augustus Mugg. The following are its 


characters: 
Farulho . . . . . Mr. Trier. Henry A. Mugg .. Mr. Twarts. 


Torribal . . 2. 6 * Youna. Fetterwell. . . . ‘“ Hatram, Jr. 
Madiboo . . . . . ‘“* SIMPSON. ' Marrowbone . . . ‘** LINDSLEY. 
Belico . - « »  §© ROBERTSON, Darina. . .. . Mrs. Twaits. 
Demba Lega. . . «Dove. Berissa. . . . . ‘© Youna. 
Daucam .... . 6 COLLINS. Sutta ..... ¢ OLDMIXON. 


On the 15th, the entertainments were brought to a close, 
and a recess of several weeks ensued, commencing again with 
“Gustavus Vasa” and the “ Africans,” on the 22d of February. 

Master Payne commenced an engagement on the Sth of 
March as Rolla, and played Zaphna for his benefit on the 
12th, when was also brought out Allingham’s sprightly little 
comedy entitled “Who Wins, or the Widow's Choice,” with 
the following cast: Extempore, Mr. Twaits; Caper, Mr. Simp- 
son; Friendly, Mr. Anderson; Mole, Mr. Robertson; Trust, 
Mr. Lindsley; Widow Bellair, Mrs. Poe. On the 14th, the 
following bill was announced: 

The Weft Indian. 


Belcour . (his first appearance in America) . . Mr. Dwrrr. 
Stockwell. . 2. . . Mr. Tyrer. Fulmer. . .. . Mr. Cou.ins. 
Major O'Flaherty . . ‘‘ Doy Le. | Lady Rusport. . . Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Captain Dudley. . . ‘* ROBERTSON. ‘ Charlotte Rusport . ‘* Mason. 
Charlies Dudley . . . ‘* Young. ; Louisa Dudley . . ‘* Youna. 
Variand . ... . ‘* Twalts. Mrs. Fulmer . . . ‘* Hoga. 


Mr. Dwyer was the son of an Irish gentleman, who intended 
him for the practice of the law; but becoming disgusted with 
that profession, he made his début, contrary to the wishes of his 
friends, at the age of seventeen, at the Theatre Royal, Dublin, 
with a success that confirmed him in his predilection for the 
stage; and after playing in various provincial theatres, made 
his first appearance on the boards of Drury Lane, May 1st, 
1802, as Belcour, receiving the approbation of the audience 
80 unequivocally, that he was immediately installed as the 
light comedian of the theatre, a situation that he held for 
three consecutive years, and threw up in consequence of the 
introduction, on that stage, of Mr. Elliston, who occasionally 
trenched on his peculiar line of business, an indignity that 
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Mr. Dwyer was too spirited to brook. Arriving in this coun- 
try in 1810, he made his début, as above, with triumphant 
success—a success that in Belcour was richly deserved. He 
had a very handsome face and person, a frank and manly ex- 
pression of countenance, the most polished address, a fine 
voice, an inexhaustible fund of animal spirits, and in light, 
dashing comedy was, at times, almost faultless. Yet he was 
frequently careless and inattentive to his duties, lacked study, 
and his conception of character wanted that nice discrimina- 
tion which seizes upon the minutest points, and renders seem- 
ing incongruities one harmonious whole. Though he main- 
tained his popularity for several years, playing at intervals, 
in this city, until 1827, he lived to find himself neglected 
and almost totally forgotten, when, after a lapse of twelve 
years, he appeared on the boards of the National Opera House, 
as Falstaff, May 30th, 1839, being his last attempt at acting. 
About that time, he gave one or two public readings and lec- 
tures on elocution, and is supposed to have died in New York 
shortly after. 

During his first engagement at the Park, he also appeared 
as Gossamer, Goldfinch, Ranger, Archen Octavian, Capt. Ab- 
solute, Rover, Vapid, Tangent, Mercutio, Michael Perez, &c. 

Reynolds’ musical play, the “Exile of Siberia,” with the 
charming melodies of Mazzinghi, was brought out with great 
success on the 27th of April. 


Daran. .... . Mr. SIMPSON. Servitz. . . . . Mr. Twatta. 
Count Ulric . . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. Empress Elizabeth . Mrs. Youna. 
Governor. . . . . ‘© TYLER. Sedona. . . . . ‘¢  OLDMIxOX. 
Baron Altradoff . . © Young Alexina . . . . ‘® Mason. 
Patriarch. . . . . ‘¢ HALLAM, Jr. ' Catharine. . . § Pox. 


Sir James Bland Burges’ play of “ Riches, ” adapted to the 
modern stage from Massinger’s “City Madam,” was played on 
the 16th of May, and repeated a few times. Though possess- 
ing great merit in many points, the character of its hero 1s s0 
repulsive that it has never become a favorite acting play. It 
was thus penned 


Luke . - . Mr. Simpson. Heartwell. . . . Mr. Roperrson. 
Sir John Trafic. . . ‘* TyLer. Lady Traffic . . . Mrs. Mason. 

Sir Maurice Lacy . . ‘* Dorug. Maria . ... . ** Yona. 
Edward Lacy . . . ‘* Youna@ Eliza : . ** Por. 


Mrs. Mason produced for fret benefit on 1 the 13th of June, 
Reynolds’ drama of the “ Free Knights,” with the following cast: 
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Prince Palatine - » Mr. Coins. ‘ Zastrow . . . . Mr. Dore. 
Ravenspurg . . . ‘* SIMpPson. Christopher. . * Twaits. 
Baron Ravensporg . ‘© TYLer. Countess Roland. . Mrs. OLDMIXON. 
Cconot Roland . © Harram, Jr. , Agnes. .... ‘© MASON. 
Abbott. ‘¢ ROBERTSON. ep Wires. « a as “Pog. 


It was not as , successful as many of his other pieces. 

Mrs. Twaits took her benefit on the 15th, being her last on 
the Park stage, when she appeared as Isabella, in the “ Fatal 
Marriage.” 

On the occasion of Mr. Simpson’s benefit, June 18th, Mr. 
Bray made his first appearance in America as Solus, in “ Every 
One has His Fault.” He proved to be a man of respectability, 
and a valuable comedian, and was connected with the theatre 
during the next season, at the end of which he was engaged 
tur Philadelphia. He was afterward a great favorite for 
several years at Boston, leaving that city for his native land, 
in consequence of ill health, in the spring of 1822. He died 
at Leeds, England, a few days after his arrival there, at the 
age of 40. 

On the 22d of June, Mr. Tyler announced his farewell bene- 
fit, with the comedy of the “Poor Gentleman,” in which he 
played with great excellence the character of Lieutenant 
Worthington. Mr. Tyler had been attached to the establish- 
ment for more than’ twelve years, and had given universal 
satisfaction, both as actor and singer, and his loss was greatly 
regretted. He afterward occasionally appeared for brief — 
periods, and was greatly esteemed in his character of Host, at 
a favorite summer resort, on what is now the south-west 
corner of Spring and Hudson Streets. 

On the 29th, for her benefit, Mrs. Young played Sopfia, in 
the “Road to Ruin,” and brought out another of Reynolds 
pieces, called the “Caravan,” which was received with much 
favor, and cast as follows: 


Marquis Calatrava. . Mr. Simpson. Roderigo . . . . Mr. HALuamM, Jr. 
Count Navarro. . . ‘* Dovug. Ferdinand. . . . ‘* ANDERSON. 
Den Gomez . . . . ‘** BRAY. © UNO era OS Miss JONES. 
Blabbo. . 2. ‘© TWAmts. Marchioness . . . Mrs. YoUNG. 
Arabbo .... . ‘* RoBErtson. | Rosa. . . . . . ‘- Poe. 


The season ended on the 4th of July, with the “Free 
Knights” and the “Caravan,” and with it ended the engage- 
ments of Mr. and Mrs. Twaits, Mr. and Mrs. Poe, Mr. and Mre 
Young, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Collins, Mr. Foster and Miss White 


CHAPTER XXIT. 


Park Theatre, A.D. 1810-11. 


N the 10th of September, 1810, the New York 
Theatre, still directed by Cooper and Price, with Mr. 
Simpson as stage manager, commenced its new season 

with the fine comedy entitled “She Stoops to Conquer,” thus 

cast: 


Sir Charles Marlow. . Mr Dore. Diggory . . . . Mr. Roserrsoyx. 
Young Marlow . . . ‘* SIMPsoN. Landlord . . . . ‘ CLaupE. 
Hastings. ... . ‘© CLAUDE. Mrs. Hardcastle . . Mrs. Hoga. 
Hardcastle. . .  ‘ Hoag. Miss Hardcastle . . ‘* Mason. 
Tony Lumpkin. . . ‘“ Bray. Miss Neville . . . ‘* CLraupe. 


The afterpiece was the “Caravan,” in which Mr. Hogg took 
Twaits’s part of Blabbo, and Mrs. Claude personated the Mar- 
chioness, formerly played by Mrs. Young. Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude’s return, after an absence of two years, was a source of 
much pleasure to the audience. 

On the 13th, Mr. W. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, made his 
first appearance in New York, as Count de Valmont in the 
“Foundling of the Forest.” On the 14th, he played Don 
Feliz, in the “Wonder.” On the 17th, Penruddock and Sir 
Charles Rackelt; and on the 19th, Rolla, with Simpson as 
Alonzo, and Mrs. Mason, Elvira. For his benefit on the 21st, 
he personated Count de Valmont, and Feliz, in the “Hunter 
of the Alps,” making a most agreeable impression on the 
audience, and playing most of the above characters with 
marked excellence. Mr. Wood was born in the city of Mont- 
real, on the 26th of May, 1779. His father, who had been a 
resident of New York, left the city for Canada, when the 
British took possession, returning on its evacuation in 1783, 
and bringing with him our hero, who was kept at school 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 271 


until he reached eleven, at which age he was placed in a 
counting-house. He was afterward in an attorney’s office, 
and then again attempted a commercial life, making a voyage 
to the West Indies, whence he returned “extremely poor, 
somewhat profligate, and very proud.” Difficulties ensuing, 
while still in his minority he was imprisoned for debt in the 
Philadelphia jail, where, meditating on his condition and 
prospects in life, he resolved, on the earliest opportunity, to 
attempt the stage, which he did soon after his release, at 
Wignell’s Theatre, in Annapolis, as George Barnwell, making, 
however, a complete failure. Abandoning the stage, he again 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, but becoming disgusted with 
them, persuaded Mr. Wignell to give him another trial, and 
after appearing in very inferior parts, finally made something 
of a hit as Dick Dowlas, when the “Heir at Law” was first 
produced in Philadelphia. In 1799, he was appointed treas- 
urer of the theatre, and afterward, as an actor, worked his 
way gradually to an enviable reputation. When Mr. Wignell 
died, in 1803, Mr. Wood became assistant manager with Mr. 
Warren, and in that year visited England, for the purpose of 
bringing out recruitg for the company. On the 30th of Jan- 
uary, 1804, he married Miss Westray, and was ever after held 
in the highest esteem as an actor and asa gentleman. Mr. 
Wood remained one of the managers of the Chestnut Street 
Theatre until 1826, and was afterward lessee of the Arch 
Street Theatre, but in the latter part of his career met with 
many reverses, seriously impairing the ample fortune he had 
previously acquired. 

Mr. Wood took a formal leave of the stage at the Walnut 
Street Theatre, November 18th, 1846, at a truly complimentary 
benefit, tendered him by the most eminent citizens of Phila- 
delphia. He appeared on the occasion as Sergeant Austerlitz, in 
the drama of the “ Old Guard ”—a most appropriate selection for 
the last remaining veteran of that corps which had included on 
its roll the names of Cooper, Fennell, Merry, Darley, Duff, Jef- 
ferson, Warren, Francis, Burke and others, and had been dis- 
tinguished throughout the land as being the best drilled and 
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most eflicient company of comedians known to the Western 
World. In 1855 Mr. Wood published his “ Personal Recollec- 
tions of the Stage,” which should be in the hands of all who 
have a prejudice against the profession. He died at Philadel- 
phia, September 21st, 1861, in the eighty-third year of his age. 

His biographer remarks that “his forte was decidedly gen- 
teel comedy, but he succeeded admirably well in tragedy too. 
His striking excellence was a never-failing knowledge of his 
author, both as to sentiment and language. His reputation 
was not so much the effect of natural endowments, as the 
legitimate offspring of long and unwearied application, per- 
severing ambition, and an enthusiastic love of the profession, 
which he embraced almost through necessity. These quali- 
ties enabled him to combat and finally to defeat the disad- 
vantages of a delicate frame and an unmelodious voice, and 
they gained him a reputation, at one time, scarcely surpassed 
on this side of the Atlantic. They were enforced, indeed, by 
the advantages of a person tall and genteel, a deportment 
easy and graceful, manners engaging and polite, and a most 
amiable character in private lite.” 

On the 28th of September, another Mrs, Stanley made her 
début in America, in the character of Adelgitha. She was not 
equal, in the highest walks of the drama, to actresses who 
had preceded her, but she was a woman of good sense, and 
seldom violated any principle of taste or propriety, and in 
many characters gave great satisfaction. She afterward be- 
came Mrs. Aldis, and continued on the Park stage until the 
summer of 1817. She subsequently returned to England, and 
played there for many years. 

Mr. Stanley, her husband, was announced on the Ist of 
October, in the “ Rivals,” as Sir Anthony Absolute, and, though 
not devoid of merit, was afflicted with an infirmity which un- 
fits the most talented for the stage—deatness. He played for 
a while, but a lingering illness, which finally resulted in his 
death, compelled him to retire before the end of the season. 

October 10th, Dimond’s play, “The Doubtful Son, or the 
Secrets of a Palace,” was brought out, as tollows : 
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Marquis Lerida. . . Mr. Ropertson. Notary. ... . Mr. Hoga. 
Malvogli.... . ‘© Dove. Vasques . . . . ‘* THORNTON 
Fabuletto. . . . . ** SIMPSON. Victoria . . . . Mrs. Mason. 
Borachio . ... . “ Hatiaw, Jr. Rosaviva . . . . ‘“* StTANLgy. 
Leon . 2... ‘¢ CLaupe. Floribelh . . . ‘© OLDMIXON. 


C. J. Eyre’s comedy of “High Life in the City” was suc- 


Duplex . Mr. Hoea. Juvenile . Mr. Hauvam, Jr. 
Pimento . ... . ‘* ROBERTSON. ' John Woulds. . . ‘“* RaY. 
Crastinus ... . ‘* Simpson, ' Lady Janet . . . Mrs. Mason. 
Connaught ... . ‘* STANLE8Y. Miss Duplex . . . ‘4 OLpMIXxonN, 
entry. . .... ‘© CLAUDE. Emily... . . ‘6 STANLEY. - 
Capt. Frazer. . . . ‘* Dovue. Jenny ..... Miss RycxMan. 


On the 31st, little Miss Jones made quite a hit as Tom 
Thumb—Mr. Bray personating Lord Grizzle, and Mrs. Old- 
mixon Queen Dollalolla. 

Mr. Fennell, after an absence of four years, commenced an 
engagement on the 2d of November, as Othello, and afterward 
appeared as Richard III., Pierre, Macbeth, &c., giving evidence 
that his once brilliant histrionic abilities were becoming sadly 
shattered. This is believed to have been his last engagement 
in New York. 

A Mr. Doige made his first appearance in America on the 
19th, as Governor Heartall, and Ralph in “Lock and Key.” 
He afterward played several of Twaits’s parts, but was not 
connected with the company any subsequent season. 

But it was not until the 21st of November, that the great 
gun of the campaign was fired, in the announcement of 
George Frederick Cooke, who on that evening made his first 
appearance on the American stage, in his celebrated character 
of Richard III, to an audience more numerous than had 
ever before been crowded within the walls of the theatre. He 
played seventeen nights, the receipts averaging for each 
$1,263, his début $1,820, and his benefit $1,878. His first 
characters were Richard, Sir Pertinax McSycophant, Shylock 
and Sir Archy McSarcasm, each played three times; Sir 
Giles Overreach and Falstaff, both repeated; Glenalvon, Zan- 
ga, Macbeth and Cato. It is somewhat remarkable that ata 
benefit for the poor, given on the 21st of December, his ap- 
pearance as Shylock only commanded $467. 

Mr. Cooke was born in Dublin, in 1755 (his father being a 
subaltern in the regiment of the garrison), and brought to 

35 
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England in infancy, where he received his education. His 
first attempt at theatricals was in a play at school, in the 
character of Horalio, completely triumphing over the Hamlet 
of the night in the applause of the audience. 

In 1771 he went to sea, and on his return was put to the 
printing trade, but resolving to become a player, he made his 
first public appearance at Brentford, in the spring of 1776, as 
Dumont, in “Jane Shore,” and his first in London at the Hay- 
market, in 1778, as Castalio, in the “Orphan.” He afterward 
played in the provincial theatres, and at Dublin, with great 
success, and finally met with a brilliant reception on his first 
appearance at Covent Garden, on the 31st of October, 1800, as 
Richard IIL, his own subsequent triflings with his audience 
alone keeping him from the highest station in the metropolis. 
As an actor, his genius was of the loftiest kind. Nature and 
impulse were his only guides. He completely eclipsed all 
who had been seen before him in this country, and has re- 
mained unequaled in some characters, except by Kean and 
Booth. Like the latter great but wretched man, he often dis- 
appointed his warmest friends by his infatuated devotion to 
the damning bowl, whose poisoned liquid completely unfitted 
him for his duties, and ultimately brought him to the grave. 
It was while under the effects of one of his bacchanalian 
revels that Cooper persuaded him to engage for America—a 
step that he probably never would have taken in his sober 
moments, but which he had no cause to regret. Mr. Cooke’s 
last appearance in New York was in the character of Sir Per- 
tinaz, June 22d, 1812, and his last appearance on any stage 
was in Boston, July 31st, as Sir Giles Overreach. He died in 
New York on the 26th of September, 1812, aged 57 years and 
five months, and was interred in St. Paul’s churchyard, where, 
in 1821, a handsome monument was erected to his memory by 
Edmund Kean. In 1794 Mr. Cooke married Miss Alicia 
Daniels, a favorite vocalist, who soon after deserted him, 
and the marriage was declared null and void. His second 
wife was a Miss Lamb, whom he brought to London in 1808; 
and his third, whom he married in New York on the 20th of 
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June, 1811, was Mrs. Behn, a daughter of Mr. Bryden, keeper 
of the Tontine Coffee House. 

On the 24th of November, Mr. Smalley, who, when a lad, 
had sung with success in London, made his first appearance 
in America as Edmund, in the “Purse ;” and on the 26th, Mr. 
McFarland, an actor of cunsiderable merit in “Irishmen,” and 
of still more note as a vocalist, also appeared for the first time 
in America, as Major O'Flaherty. 


A capital farce, by Pocock, was brought out on the Sth of 


December, called “ Hit or Miss,” and in it Mathews’ great. part 
of Dick Cypher was played by Mr. Doige; Janus Jumble by 
Mr. Simpson; Jerry Blossom, Mr. Bray; O’ Daisy, Mr. McFar- 
land; Adam Sterling, Mr. Doyle; Clara, Miss Ryckman; Mrs. 
Honeymouth, Mrs. Hogg; Dolly O’ Daisy, Mrs. Oldmixon. 

“ A New Way to Pay Old Debts” was first rendered popular 
by the appearance of Mr. Cooke as Sir Giles Overreach—rts 
only previous representative, Mr. Hodgkinson, having failed in 
it in 1801. It was now presented with the following cast: 


SirGiles . . . . |. Mr. Cooke Marall . . . . . Mr. -Doiex. 
Wellborn.  . .« . .) S* Stu rson. Tupwell —. . . © Doris. 
Lord Lovell . . .  .) ** STANLEY. Lady Allworth . . Mrs. STANLEY. 
Allworth . . « « ‘* ROBERTSON. Margaret Overreach. ‘* Mason, 
Justice Greedy BRAY. : Froth. 4 aw & % ‘¢ Hoaa. 


, January lst, 1811. Mr. McFarland enacted Murtoch Delany, 
and the celebrated pantomimic drama of “La Perouse” was 
first played thus: 


Perouse . . . . . Mr. Ropertson. Chimpanze . . . Mr. SMALLEY. 
Conje. . .. . . * Bray. | Umba .... . Mes. Mason. 
Kanko . . . . . ‘* Simpson, Mad. Perouse. . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Patapaw. . «et ‘€  DorLe. Child . . .. . Miss DELAMATER. 


Mr. Knox, from the Edinburgh Theatre, who, in serious 
characters, proved to be a capable but very unreliable actor, 
made his début in America on the 18th of January, as the 
Stranger, and played till the end of the season. 

On the 21st, the “ Poor Gentleman” was announced—Lieulen- 
ant Worthington by Mr. Knox; Frederick by Mr. James Prit- 
chard, from the Liverpool and Aberdeen Theatres, his first 
appearance in America. The latter gentleman possessed tal- 
ents of a high order, and soon worked his way into the favor 
of the audience, retaining it in the fullest extent, until his 
death, which occurred on the 3lst of January, 1823, at the 
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age of 35. He was the leading stock tragedian for many 
years, and was also quite successful in low comedy, not un- 
frequently playing such dissimilar characters as Lear and 
Looney McTwolter, or the Stranger and Solomon Lob on the 
same evening. 

Mr. Cooke commenced his second engagement on the 1st of 
February, as Shylock, his new characters being Puerre, Falstaff 
(in the “Merry Wives”) and Lear, which he played for the 
benefit of Master Payne, who personated Edgar, on the Ist 
of March. Mr. Cooke’s brutal indulgence of his appetite 
greatly marred the profits of this engagement, which averaged 
nightly only about $455, excluding the night when Master 
Payne played in conjunction, when they reached $827. 

On the 8th of April, Mr. Cooper made his first appearance 
this season in the character of Hamlet, and was received with 
all the honors to which he had been long accustomed. On 
the 15th, he played Shylock, and critics then first perceived 
his inferiority to Cooke, who, however, deprived him of but 
very few parts. 

On the same evening, the modest announcement of a young 
gentleman’s first appearance as Waller, in the “Children of 
the Wood,” had not prepared the audience for the great treat 
that was presented to them by the excellent delineation of 
that character by Thomas Hilson, who, though at this time 
not so fine an actor as the lamented Harwood, was the first 
who had appeared since his death who could lay claim to his 
vacant place, which, by his versatility and general excellence, 
he was at length deemed fully adequate to fill. He was a 
member of a respectable English family by the name of Hill, 
which, on adopting the profession, he converted into Hilson. 
Accustomed to amateur theatricals in his native land, he 
had acquired the necessary familiarity with the business of 
the stage, which rendered him perfectly at ease in his repre- 
sentations when he came before the public. His fine intel- 
lectual faculties had received the highest cultivation, his 
perception was clear and accurate, his countenance manly 
and intelligent, and his ability to execute equaled the cor- 
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rectness of his conceptions. As a comedian, his humor was of 
the most bustling and vivacious quality, and in parts of 
gayety and motion, shifts and stratagems, such as intriguing 
footmen and lying valets, he was in his element. From Fals- 
taff to Figaro, in Sir Peter Teazle, Sam Savory, or Somno, 
Touchstone, Tony Lumpkin or Tyke, he was equally at home 
and equally admirable, and his Paul Pry, which he played 
here over two hundred nights, was the very apex of eccen- 
tricity. But there was another ground on which he excelled 
every other comedian known to our stage, and that was in the 
exhibition of strong, deep feeling, and rough, violent passion ; 
his Rolamo in “Clari,” and Farmer Ashfield, his Job Thorn- 
berry, Martin Heywood, and Luke the Laborer, were literally 
pertection, and formed, perhaps, his most perfect line. He 
could play Richard TI. remarkably well, and Cooper con- 
sidered his Jago the best on our stage. In the buffo charac- 
ters of opera, having a fine baritone voice, he also won great 
applause, and was for years in that line entirely unrivaled. 
He was an adept in the painter’s art, and left many beautiful 
specimens of his skill, both in design and coloring. 

Mr. Hilson married Miss Johnson (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson, formerly of this theatre) in August, 1825, and con- 
tinued in New York, with the exception of one or two seasons, 
until the summer of 1831; after which he made the usual 
starring tour with his accomplished wife—occasionally reap- 
pearing for brief periods, and playing for the last time at the 
Park Theatre, August Ist, 1833. He died very suddenly of 
apoplexy, at Louisville, Ky., on the 23d of July, 1834, aged 
about 50. His wife survived his death less than three years. 
His only daughter was then adopted by the benevolent Mr. 
Simpson, and afterward married a respectable and wealthy 
gentleman of New York. 

On the 24th of April, Miss Gordon appeared, for the first 
time in America, as Juliet, and subsequently played Amelia 
Wildenheim, Cicely Homespun, &c. She was not long a mem- 
ber of the company. 

Mr. Spiller, from the Haymarket, London, made his bow on 
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the 26th of April, as Frederick, in “ Lovers’ Vows.” Juvenile 
tragedy and comedy were the lines at which Mr. Spiller 
aimed, but his abilities were developed to better advantage in 
the more eccentric and broadly humorous walks of the drama, 
in which he finally acquired a very distinguished reputation. 
His person, though well formed, was rather below the middle 
size; his voice was powerful, articulation distinct, and action 
graceful; and, withal, he was a man ‘of fine literary acquire- 
ments, using his pen with great ease, vigor and elegance. He 
was a favorite at the Park and Chatham Garden until his 
death, which occurred in the year 1827. His widow was 
attached to the Park many years atter, in a very subordinate 
situation. 

Another capital comedian was first introduced to the audi- 
ence on the 29th of April, as Dr. Pangloss. This was Mr. 
Thomas Burke, who had played in Charleston as early as 1302. 
He fulfilled several engagements in New York, with great 
applause, and was long a member of the Philadelphia Theatre, 
ranking as a low comedian with the first artists of the day. 
His wife, as a vocalist, was for many years highly esteemed 
for the great sweetness and purity of her voice, albeit it 
lacked the cultivation now deemed essential to a finished 
singer. Mr. Burke died at Baltimore, in the latter part of 
the year 1824, Jeaving a son, Mr. Charles Burke, whose celeb- 
rity as a comedian almost equals that of his father. 

Mr. Cooke’s third engagement commenced on the 6th of 
May, with Richard III, in which Mr. Cooper played Richmond. 
The latter afterward appeared as Othello, Beverly, Alexander, 
Lothario, Jafier and Holspur, to Cooke’s Jazo, Stukely, Clytus, 
Horatio, Pierre and Falstaff. Their united efforts had the 
effect of drawing full houses, the average nightly receipts 
being over $1,000. 

May 27th. The elegant Dwyer opened as Cheveril in the 
“Deserted Daughter,” playing for his benefit, on the 7th of 
June, Belcour and Young Wilding. On the 27th of June, 
for Mr. Simpson’s benefit, Morton’s version of Scott’s “Lady 
of the Lake,” entitled the “Knight of Snowdoun,” was per- 
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formed, with Robertson as Fitz-James, Simpson as Roderick 
Dhu, and Mrs. Mason Ellen. 

Mr. Cooke again played for a few nights, and on the 26th 
of June appeared as Kitely, in “Every Man in His Humor,” to 
a house of $697. 

The season terminated on the 5th of July, with “George 
Barnwell” and “La Forét Noire,” having proved throughout 
unusually brilliant and attractive, and being the first on 
record that continued to the end without taking a recess in 
mid-winter. 
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CHAPTER XXTI. 


Park Theatre, 1811-12—Olympic Theatre, 1812. 


POM B’S tragedy of “Douglas” commenced the en- 
aece tertainments for the season at the Park Theatre, on 
Be BL the evening of September 2d, 1811; the character 
of Glenalvon by Mr. Cooke; Young Norval, Mr. Cooper; Old 
Norval, Mr. Doyle ; Lord Randolph, Mr. Pritchard; Lady Ran- 
dolph, Mrs. Stanley; Anna, Mrs. Wheatley; concluding with 
the musical farce of “Lock and Key”—Ralph, Mr. Hilson; 
Fanny, Mrs. Oldmixon. On the 4th, Mr. Cooke appeared as 
Richard; on the 6th as Othello, to Cooper’s Jago; and on the 
9th as King John, to Cooper’s Falconbridge. The afterpiece 
on the latter evening was “ Fortune’s Frolic ”—Mr. Hilson play- 
ing Robin Roughead, and Mr. William Jones making his first 
appearance in New York as Old Snacks. Mr. Jones, afterward 
a well-known favorite, both as actor and manager, in the Phil- 
adelphia and Western Theatres, was at this time about thirty 
years of age, and had had some little previous practice in the 
profession. He grew to be a respectable actor in “old men,” 
both serious and comic, and was for several seasons attached 
to the Park Theatre, where, however, he never gained that 
lavish applause bestowed on him in other cities. In his latter 
years he frequently played at the Olympic, Franklin, and New 
Chatham Theatres—dying in this city, at the residence of Mr. 
Forrest, Dec. Ist, 1841, aged 60 years, and in very straitened 
circumstances. 

On the 11th of September, Mr. Cooke played Clytus, to 
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Cooper’s Alexander the Great; on the 13th, Kitely, in “Every 
Man in his Humor;” on the 16th, Stukely, to Cooper’s Beverly, 
in the “ Gamester ;” and on the 20th, Macduff, to Cooper’s Mac- 
beth. On the 25th, “Othello” was repeated, when Mrs. Darley 
made her first appearance in two years as Desdemona, retaining 
every charm of mind and person that rendered her for years 
s0 prominent a favorite. 

Shakspeare’s play of “ Henry VIII.” was produced on the 2d 
of October, for the first time in ten years, with the following 
cast, which only needed a Mrs. Johnson, or a Mrs. Melmoth, 
for the injured Queen, to have rendered it perfect, Mrs. Stan- 
ley, though a good actress, not being equal to the part: 


King Henry VIU. . . Mr. Cooke. | Cromwell . . . . Mr. Simpson. 
Cardinal Wolsey . . ‘* Coopgs. Lord Sands . . . ‘f Hizson. 
Campeius. ... . ‘6 WHEATLEY. Lord Chamberlain . ‘ Jones. 
Capucius. . .. . ‘* Hariam, Jr Sir Thomas Lovell . ‘* MokReLt. 
Cranmer. ... . ‘“* KNox. Sir H. Guilford . . ‘* Hoga. 
Bishop Gardiner . . ‘* Dorug. | Queen Katharine . Mrs. STaNLey. 
Buckingham. . . . ‘* PRITOHARD. , Anne Bullen. . . ‘“* DaABcey. 
Norfolk . . .. . ‘* McFapeanp. Lady Denny. . . ‘** Hoga. 
Suffolk . ... . ‘¢ CARPENTER. | Patience - . . . ‘“ Craupe. 
Surrey ..... ‘* DaRLey. 1 Cicely. . « « » ‘6 WHEATLEY. 


On the 15th of October, Mons. Labottiere, the dancer, made 
his first appearance in six years, in the ballet “L’Offrande 
d’Amour.” He also produced the pretty little piece, “ Les 
Cing Savoyards,” assisted by Mr. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Wheatley, 
the Misses Ryckman, Miss Delamater, &c. The musical farce 
of the “Bee Hive,” so long a favorite, was first played on the 
24th of October, and frequently repeated. 

Mr. Cooke’s engagement terminated on the 4th of No- 
vember, when, for his benefit, he appeared as Sir Pertinaz 
McSycophant. Mr. Mirvan Hallam (the son of Lewis Hallam 
the second, and grandson of Lewis Hallam, the first, who es- 
tablished the drama in America in 1752) died on the 8th of 
November, aged about 40, and the next evening a benefit was 
given for his wife and children. 

In December, Mr. Cooke again went through a round of 
characters, alternating with the regular stock company, who 
on the 7th appeared in Miss Chambers’ drama, entitled “ Our- 
selves,” then first performed in America, as follows: 


Sir J. Rainsford. . . Mr. Hoge. | Misa Beaufort. . . Mrs. DaRtey. 
Sie 8. Beaufort. . . ‘* ParitcHarp. Unknown Lady .. ‘‘ STANLEY, 
Fitzaubin. . . . . ‘6 SImPsON, | Mrs. O’Shaunavuhan. ‘* OLpMIXxoN. 
O’'Shaunauhan .. ‘6 McFaRLanp. ' Octavia... . “ Cxaups. 
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Holman’s comedy, the “Gazette Extraordinary,” met with 
deserved success, being performed for the first time on oe 
27th, with the following cast: 


Lord de Mallory. . . Mr. Simpson. , Julia. 2... Mra. DARLEY. 
Sir Henry Aspen . . ‘* DaRLey. Misa Alford . . . ‘* CLaups. 
Doct. Suitall. . . . ‘“* HUI.son. . Mra. Leach . . .  ‘* OLDMIXON. 
January Ist, 1812, “ Blue Beard” was thus revived : 

Abomeliquae . . . . Mr. Duy.e. Fatima . . . © Mra, Darter. 
Ibrahim .... . ‘* Hoga. Irene. ... . ‘s  CLaUDe. 
Selim... ... ‘¢ DARLEY. _ Beda .... . ‘s+ OLDMIXON. 
Shacabac. . .. . ‘+ HILson. | 


In the second act a pas de deux was introduced by Mr. Ver- 
becq, and his pupil, Mr. Charruaud, his first appearance on the 
stage. The latter is the since-renowned teacher of dancing, 
who to three generations successfully imparted grace of mo- 
tion and elegance of deportment, and by industry and good 
management amassed a fortune. 

On the 13th of January, Mr. Jefferson commenced an en- 
gagement as Solus, in “Every One has His Fault ;” and on the 
15th, played Cosey, in “Town and Country,” with the Reuben 
Glenroy of Mr. Wood, his first appearance this season. The 
former also appeared as Toby Allspice, Tristram Fickle, Nicholas 
Rue, Francisco, (“Tale of Mystery”) Item, Buskin, to Hil- 
son’s Apollo Belvi, in “Killing no Murder,” first performed 
on the 24th, Doctor Last, Stave, (“Shipwreck”) Sampson 
Rawbold, La Gloire, (“Surrender of Calais ”") and Captain 
Bertram. 

Mr. Wood personated Tangent, Egerton, Count Romaldi, 
Cheveril, Sir Edward Mortimer, Eustace de St. Pierre and Felix, 
(in the “Hunter of the Alps”) and both fully sustained their 
previous excellent repute. 

On the 5th of February, a Mr. Cleary first appeared in New 
York as Pierre,in “Venice Preserved.” On the 7th, he per- 
sonated Fitzharding, in the “Curfew,” and on the 14th, 
Othello, for his benefit. This young gentleman had lately 
made his début at Philadelphia, receiving the commendation 
of critics, and having a handsome face and person, and a fine, 
melodious voice, it was hoped that he would become an orna- 
ment to the profession. This anticipation was not realized, 
as we have no record of any subsequent appearance. 
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On the 22d of February, Mr. Durang (whom we suppose to 
be Charles Durang, well known at Philadelphia) first ap- 
peared in New York as Harlequin, giving great satisfaction 
by his grace and dexterity. 

Kenney’s musical farce, called “Oh! this Love,” with Hilson 
as Tornado, and Mrs. Darley as Lauretta, was first produced 
on the 26th, but as audiences grew thinner, it was deemed 
advisable to suspend performances for a time, and the theatre - 
was closed until March 16th, when Mr. Cooke commenced 
another engagement. 

Mr. Twaits’ first appearance this season was announced on 
the 1st of April, in the characters of Dr. Pangloss and Caleb 
Quotem ; but indisposition prevented the fulfillment of his en- 
gagement, and the house was again closed for a few nights, 
re-opening on the 13th, with J. N. Barker’s adaptation of 
Scott’s beautiful poem of “Marmion.” It was well put on 
the stage, and from the prejudice then existing against Am- 
erican authors, announced as the production of an English 
dramatist, and thus, with its fine cast, commanded an extra- 
ordinary success: 


Marmion... . . Mr. Coopsr. Host ..... Mr. MoFAR.anp., 
King James . . . - ‘* PRITCHARD. Constance. . . . Mrs. STANLEY. 
De Wilton . . . . ‘* SIMpgon. '  Clarade Clare . . ° DARLEY. 
Earl Surrey . . . . “ Hoge. - Lady Heron . . . ‘* OLDMIXON. 
Fitz Eustace. . . . ‘* JARLEY. ' Janet... .. ‘+ CLAUDE, 
Blunt. . . . . ‘¢ HILson. Abbess... .. ‘s Hoga. 
Lindsay . . 1... ‘© Dore. Prioress . . . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 


On the 20th, a Mrs. Young, who had played in Albany and 
Montreal, made her debut here as Amanthis, in the “Child of 
Nature,’—this lady is not to be confounded with Mrs. 
Charles Young, noticed in a previous chapter—and has since 
been widely known as Mrs. Hughes, an actress of great gen- 
eral ability during her prime of womanhood, and for the last 
ten years of her theatrical career, a representative of “old 
women” at Burton’s Theatre, where she enjoyed the very 
highest favor. Her last appearance in this city was in con- 
junction with Mr. Burton, at Niblo’s Garden, in 1859. She is 
still living (1866) and probably 75 years of age. 

- On the same evening, Mr. Simpson made a hit, as the Three 
Singles, in the farce of “Three and Deuce.” 
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On the 29th, a comedy, called “ Lost and Found,” by M. K. 
Masters, was introduced to the New York audience, Mrs. 
Young playing Emily, and a Mr. Graham (of whom we have 

no previous record) personating Wilmot. 

Another version of the “Lady of the Lake” was given on 
the 8th of May, which, with the following cast, became very 


popular: 

Kitz James... . Mr. Prrronarp. , Lady Margaret .. Mrv. isbn 
Roderick Dhn . . . 3 =‘** Srmpson. Ellen .... . Youna. 
Earl ee: » .« . “ GRaHaM. Blanche of Devon. . ‘“* Daruzy. 
Maloolm .... . ‘¢ CARPENTER. 


On the 13th, an entertainment was given in honor of the 
memory of George Clinton, formerly Vice-President, and 
lately deceased, the building being appropriately hung in 
mourning. The play was “Gustavus Vasa;” a monody was 
recited by Mr. Simpson, and the beautiful anthem, “ Angels 
ever bright and fair,” was sung with exquisite taste by Mrs. 
Oldmixon. 

On the 20th, “ Wild Oats” and the “ Weathercock” intro- 
duced Mr. Leigh Waring to the American public, in the char- 
acters of Rover and Tristram Fickle. He subsequently played 
Earl Osmond, Frank Heartall, Frederick, (“ Lovers’ Vows”) 
Count de Valmont, &c. As a light comedian, he possessed 
much merit, and in other lines displayed considerable versa- 
tility and excellence. 

He married Miss Caroline Placide, jon 23d, 1814, and 
their daughter, Mrs. James Wallack, Jr. is now one of our 
most popular actresses. Mr. Waring is last remembered here 
in 1814, and we presume died soon after. 

Mr. Yates, who soon became a favorite comedian, made his 
first bow in America as Sir Willoughby Worrett, in “Man and 
Wife,” and Dr. Lenitive, in the “ Prize,” on the 25th, meeting 
with a very cordial reception. He played the general run of 
low comedy, but his peculiar forte was in “old men.” He 
was last at the Park in 1814. 

Mr. Bernard appeared on the 27th, as Sir Peter Teazle and 
Mungo; and on the 30th, for his benefit, played Lord Ogleby 
and Ruétekin, in “Robin Hood,” but he had passed the zenith 


of attraction. 
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Beazeley’s farce of the “ Boarding House,” with Hilson as 
Simon Spatterdash, and Mrs. Wheatley as Caroline Wheatsheaf, 
was played with much applause, on the 3d of June, and was 
long a favorite. 

Mrs. Darley brought out for her benefit, June 8th, a piece 
by Stephen Clarke, entitled the “ Kiss,” cast as follows: 


or eee . . . Myr. PritchHarD —- Diego . .... Mr. HIvson. 
Octavio . ... . “ Dore. ' Orelia. .. - Mrs. DaBLzy. 
andre ibs ter Aa oe he ‘6 SIMPSON. | Amarantha .. . ‘* Czraups. 
Lopez. . . .. .- “© YareEs. Phebe. .... ‘© =WHBEATLEY. 


Moore’s musical comedy, called “M. P., or the Blue Stock- 
ing,” was first acted in New York on the 12th, and though 
certainly possessing much merit, failed to attract. 

Mr. Robertson made his first appearance this season, on the 
17th, as Abellino, being warmly greeted by his old admirers, 
and on the 22d, for the benefit of Mr. Darley, Mr. Cooke made 
his last appearance on the New York stage, as Sir Pertinax 
McSycophant. He went hence to Boston, and after fulfilling 
his engagement, returned here only to die. 

Dimond’s pleasing and effective drama of the “ Peasant 
Boy ” was first played on the 26th, for the benefit of Mrs. Old- 
mixon, and, with the‘ following cast, was very successful, re- 
taining its popularity for many years: 


Duke Alberti. . . . Mr. PritcHagp. Jalian. .... Mrs. DaRgLrY. 
Baron Montaldi. . . ‘* Simpson. Duchess Leonora. . ‘* STANLEY. 
Hypolito . . .. . ‘> DARLEY. _ Olympia . . . . “ OLpmrxon. 
Ludovico. . .. . ‘© 6 6HILSON. 1 Marinetta . . -  Craupg. 


' On the 29th, for the benefit of Mr. Robertson, who played 
Alexander the Great, his brother, Mr. W. Robertson, first ap- 
peared in New York as Cassander. The season terminated, 
as usual, on the 4th of July, the pieces being “ Bunker Hill ” 
and “Tars for Tripoli.” 

The first serious opposition that the theatre had to contend 
with, was the appearance of a fully organized company of 
comedians, who took possession of the building then known 
aa the Circus, on the east side of Broadway, corner of White 
Street, combining their forces under the management of 
Messrs. Dwyer and McKenzie, with Mons. Breschard, the 
equestrian director, and thus presenting a mixed entertain- 
ment that proved very attractive to many. 

The dramatic corps was composed of Messrs. Dwyer, Tyler, 
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Collins, Hogg, Foster and Allen, all formerly of the Park, 
with Messrs. McKenzie, Fisher, Southey, Horton, Drummond, 
Mrs. Wilmot, Mrs. Bray, Mrs. McKenzie, Mrs. Allfort, Miss 
Brobston, Miss Ellis, and last, though not least, in either size 
or merit, the enormous Mrs. Melmoth, who, from an accident 
occurring to the stage-coach in which she came from Phila- 
delphia, was prevented by a sprain from appearing for many 
weeks, : 
The establishment was now called the New Olympic Thea- 
tre, and cpened in due form on the 20th of May, 1812, with 
Morton’s comedy, “The Way to Get Married,” cast as follows: 


Tangent . ... «» Mr. Dwrer. McQuery . . . . Mr. Horror. 
Capt. Faulkner. . . ‘* McKENzIRg. CINCO IN foe ae ah ae ‘DRUMMOND. 
Toby Alspice. . . . ‘* FISHER. Lady Sorrell . . . Mra. ALLFoRT. 
Caustic - . .. . “  SouTHEY. Julia Faulkner . . ‘“* Wuruw»or. 
Dashall . ... . ‘“ FostER Clementinag . . . ‘“* Bray. 


Master Whale followed in a pas sew, and Mons. Breschard 
and others concluded with a display of horsemanship. 

Mr. McKenzie, a native of Scotland, bad been for several 
years attached to the Philadelphia Theatre, where he had 
gained a reputation in the performance of second tragedy, and 
parts requiring dignity and firmness of deportment, for which 
his person and manner gave him every advantage. His 
Scotchmen were also deemed far above mediocrity. He be- 
came intemperate in his habits, and subject to despondency, 
in a fit of which, it is supposed, he committed suicide by 
drowning in the Delaware. 

Mrs. Wilmot has been heretofore noticed as Mrs. Marshall. 
Her present husband was a comedian who played here in 1801. 

Mr. Palmer Fisher (well known in the provincial theatres 
of England) was a most useful and versatile actor, playing 
every thing, high or low, tragic or comic, young or old, being 
decently respectable in all, but doing nothing so well as in 
giving to the dramatic world a danghter, who has reflected 
the highest credit on herself and her profession—we allude 
to Miss Alexina Fisher, now Mrs, Baker—for many years the 
bright, particular star of the Philadelphia stage. Mr. Fisher 
was one of the earliest pioneers of the drama in the West— 
was again in New York the latter years of his life, and 
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died at Boston in 1827, leaving a widow, who has since, as 
Mrs. Thayer, gained a reputation as a comic actress, in cham- 
bermaids and old women, second to none in the country. 

’ Mr. Horton played the ordinary run of old men, was long a 
resident of Philadelphia, and is last remembered in New York 
in 1830. Mr. Southey was the low comedian of the company, 
and not deficient in merit. 

Miss Brobston had youth, beauty, and a fine voice to recom- 
mend her, but lacked ease, grace and every thing like finish in 
her style of acting. She made her first appearance on the 
15th of May, as Mrs. Mortimer, in “Laugh when You Can.’s 
Mr. Drummond was a mere nobody, but afterward acquired 
some reputation as a singer and dancer, and more notoriety 
as the first husband of Mrs. Geo. Barrett. 

. Two young Whales were attached to the company as dan- 
cers, one of whom enjoyed the soubriquet of the “Youthful 
Vestris,” and has since been well known as a teacher of danc- 
mg in this city. 

‘ Mrs. McKenzie made her first appearance in New York 
on the 80th, as Amanthis, in the “ Child of Nature.” 

On the 3d of August, for the benefit of the widow and six 
children ot Mons. Placide, lately deceased, Mr. and Mrs. 
Twaits made their first appearance as Grumio and Catharine, 
in “Taming of the Shrew.” August 12th, Mrs. Melmoth 
took her benefit, making her first appearance since her severe 
accident, as Fiemmetia, in the “Tale of Mystery.”. This was 
probably her last engagement in New York. 

“Timour the Tartar,’ a grand equestrian drama, by M. 
Lewis, was brought out tor the first time on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, Mr. Robertson playing Timour, and Mrs. Twaits Zo- 
rilda, and was for a time very attractive. We have no record 
of the fact, but are under the impression that the Olympic 
entertainments closed soon after the commencement of the 
campaign at the Park Theatre. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


Park Theatre, 1812-18; 1818-14—-Commonwealth, 1813—Anthony Street 
Theatre, 1814. 


N the 7th of September, 1812, the regular dramatic 
{ } season commenced at the Park Theatre, with Dun- 

lap’s drama of “ Absllino” and the farce of “Lock 
and Key”—the principal performers being welcomed back 
with enthusiasm. 

On the 9th, sketch introducing various patriotic songs, and 
entitled “Yankee Chronology,” was produced with great suc- 
cess, and repeated times without number. The country being 
then engaged in war with Great Britain, the allusions to 
various American victories, with which the piece was inter- 
spersed, was sure to bring out the most stunning demonstra- 
tions of applause. 

On the 16th, Mr. Warren made his first appearance here in 
fifteen years, in his favorite character of Falstaff. He subse- 
quently played Sir Anthony Absolute, Old Dornton, Sir Peter 
Teazle, Miller of Mansfield, Old Dowdle and Major Sturgeon, 
with that great excellence which for years rendered him the 
sole performer in that line on the Philadelphia stage. 

In the “Road to Ruin,” played on the 21st of September, 
Mr. Francis made his first appearance in ten years, as Old 
Sully, and is not remembered as ever appearing here again. 

On the 28th of September, the début of a distinguished 
British actor attracted a brilliant audience to witness his de- 
lineation of Hamlet. Mr. Joseph George Holman, the gentle- 
man alluded to, was the son of an adjutant in the British 
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army, descended from a most respectable family, and born in 
1764. Having imbibed a taste for theatricals while at Soho 
School, and with the advantage of a fine classical education 
at Oxford, he made his first public appearance on the 26th of 
October, 1784, at Covent Garden Theatre, in the character of 
Romeo. “The strong marks of genius, the traces of a culti- 
vated mind, the accuracy of conception, the energy, fervor 
and sensibility which distinguished his performance excited 
surprise as well as pleasure in the audience, and the flat- 
tering applause he received confirmed him irrevocably an 
actor.” He played three successive seasons with increasing 
approbation, and then visited Dublin, Edinburgh, &c., return- 
ing again to Covent Garden, where he continued till 1800. 
Karly in the year 1798, Mr. Holman married Jane, daughter 
of the Hon. and Rev. Frederick Hamilton, son of Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton, and grandson of the Duke of Hamilton—this 
lady died June 11th, 1810. 

' Induced by the great success of Cooke, Mr. Holman deter- 
mined on visiting this country with his daughter, a young, 
elegant and accomplished girl, who had appeared with success 
at the Haymarket, London, and who, on the 3d of October, 
made her first appearance here as Lady Townly, to her 
father’s Lord Townly, a character in which he stood unri- 
valed.on the London stage. The triumph of both was com- 
plete, and the lady, to the day of her death, was allowed to 
have eclipsed all competition in the part. With every grace 
of mind and person, she for many years ranked as the first 
actress in America in high comedy, and her merit in tragedy 
was nearly as great, so that her services in 1814 commanded 
two hundred dollars a night, being the first actress who ever 
received that salary in America. About the year 1815, she 
married Charles Gilfert, an eminent musician, and the first 
manager of the Bowery Theatre, whose connection with that 
establishment ended in his pecuniary ruin and untimely 
death, in the summer of 1829. His widow's spirit sunk 
under her misfortunes, and she abandoned the stage to seek 
a livelihood in the more retired vocation of a school-teacher, 
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but without success, and her necessities again forced her into 
the profession. In July, 1881, she played a few nights at the 
Park, making her last appearance in New York, on the 26th 
of that month, as Lady Constance, in “King John.” She 
afterward visited Philadelphia, where she died in poverty. 

Mr. Holman’s career in America, as an actor, was always 
triumphant, but his attempts at management at Charleston, 
Philadelphia, &c., resulted unfortunately. He died of apo- 
plexy, at Rockaway, Long Island, August 24th, 1817, aged 53 
years, having married, two days before, the beautiful Miss Lat- 
timer, whom he had engaged as the principal vocalist for the 
Charleston Theatre. This lady, afterward Mrs. C. W. Sand- 
ford, will be remembered, by all play-goers, as one of the 
most charming singers ever heard on our stage. Mr. Holman 
always retained the character of a gentleman, and, besides his 
distinction as an actor, acquired great credit from his literary 
efforts. Of his dramatic pieces, several enjoyed popularity 
for a long time, including “ Abroad and at Home,” “Red Cross 
Knights,” “ Votary of Wealth,” “What a Blunder,” “Gazette 
Extraordinary,” &c. 

Mr. Holman’s characters during his first engagement, be- 
sides those before mentioned, were Rolla, Duke Aranza, Earl 
of Essex, Don Felix, Alexander, Benedict, Othello, Joseph Sur- 

face, Petruchio, Lothario and Edgar. His daughter's were, 
Juliana, Countess of Rutland, Violante, Statira, Lady Contest, 
Beatrice, Roxalana, Desdemona, Lady Teazle, Catharine, Ca- 
lista and Cordelia. ; : 

Reynolds’ musical farce, called the “Lake of Lausanne, or 
Out of Place,” was produced on the 9th of October with great 
success, and frequently repeated with the following cast: 
Cavaliero Pomposo, Mr. Yates; Young Valtelline, Simpson ; 
Timothy, Hilson; Lauretta, Mrs. Darley. 

On the 11th of November, a comedy called the “Sons of 
Erin” met with considerable favor, Mr. Yates playing the part 
of Oddley; Simpson, Fitzaubin; McFarland, Patrick; Mra. 
Darley, Lady Anne Lovell; and Mrs. Oldmixon, Miss Ruth 
Rivers. The same evening Mr. Robertson’s first appearance 
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for the season was announced in the character of Storm, in 
“Ella Rosenberg.” 

A whimsical farce, called “Try Again,” was also success- 
fally brought out on the 13th, thus cast: Dwchesne, Mr. 
Jones; Sidney, Yates; La Fourbe, Hilson; Rosalie, Mrs. Darley; 
Lauretta, Mrs. Claude. 

The popular young dancers, the Masters Whale, made their 
first appearance here on the 18th; and on the 20th, the grand 
melo-drama of “Timour the Tartar” was played for the first 
time here: 


Timour .... . Mr. Simpson. Prince Agib . . . Miss Jonzs. 

Oglouw. ..... ‘6 Yarss. Zorilda. . .. . Mrs. Sran ey. 
Kerim.  .... ‘\ Daguzy. Selima. . .. . ‘ CLauUDR. 
Sanballet. . .. . ‘- PritcHaRD. Liska . . . . . ‘¢ DaRgey. 


In December, Mr. Cooper went through a round of charac- 
ters with his usual success, and on the 11th of the month, a 
comedy, called “Right and Wrong,” was produced: Neville, 
Mr. Simpson; Farmer Oakham, Yates; Dick Oakham, Hilson; 
Cecelia Harcourt, Mrs. Darley. 

On the 14th, the farce of “How to Die for Love” was 
played for the first time, with the following cast: 


Baron . . « « « Mr, Jonzs. | Trick . . .. Mr. Yatns. 
Thalwick oe ee) Uf SIMPSON, Trap .... .- ‘* HIson. 
Blamenfelt . ... ‘¢ PRITCHARD, | Charlotte... Mrs. Dagizy. 


The “ Sleep-Walker’” was played on the 18th of January, 
1813, and with Hilson’s great excellence as Somno, remained 
in base favor for many years. It was thus performed : 


P. Maguire . . Mr. PRITOHABD. | Sophia. . . . . Mra. CLAUDE. 
Squire Rattlepate . . ‘© CARPENDER. Mrs. Decorum .. ‘ . 

swe ee ie ah ‘© Yates. | Susan . . . . Miss Extis. 
deasts b> 4: Mckl at 2 ‘* HILson. 


An intermission of a month followed, during which poor 
Hogg paid the debt of nature, and on the 22d of February, 
the entertainments recommenced with the comedy of “Secrets 
Worth Knowing ;” a patriotic sketch called “ America, Com- 
merce and Freedom,” and the “ Highland Reel.” 

On the 24th, Reynolds’ drama of the “Renegade” was first 
played in America, with the dolore © cast : 


Muley Muloch . . . Mr. Dagrey. Alvarez . . Mr. ALLEN. 
Benducar. ... . ‘* CABPENDBR. Antonio . . . . ‘** HIveon. 
rax...... ‘* SIMPSON. Pedro .... . ‘ Yarss. 
Mofti..... . ** Horton. Jacques... . * Jownss. 
Dorvap .... =. ‘6 MoFaBLanD. Olivia. .... Mrs. CLaupsg. 
Sebastian. .. . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Almeyda... . ‘* Dagizy. 


It was not very successful. 
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March 1st, Mr. Green, after an absence of four years, made 
his first appearance as Old Dornton, in the “Road to Ruin.” 

April 7th, for the first time in America, Dimond’s Eastern 
melo-dramatic romance, called the “ Aithiop, or the Child of 
the Desert.” 


The Ethiop . . . . Mr. Coopxr. Orasmyn . . . . Mrs. DaBLey. 
Almanzar . . . .—  ** - GREEN. Cephania . . . . ‘“* STANLEY. 
Giafar. . . ... ‘© SIMPsON. Grimni » . « * QOLPMIXON. 
Ben Moussaff. . . . ‘* Yarns. Grumnilda ... ‘“ Hoga. 
Mustapha. .. .. ‘© Jongs. Zoe. .... - ‘*  Craoupbs. 
Alexis. . . .. . ‘« HIvson. Immyne . « . Miss DuLirmese. 
To conclude with the “ Budget of Blunders.” 
Growley . . . . Mr. Yares. | Sophia . . . . Mrs, Chaupg. 
Dr. Smugface . .  ‘*€ Hrson. Deborah ..._.. ‘¢ ~ OLDMIXON. 
Dr. Dablanceur . . “ Danuey. Bridget. . . . ** Hoge. 
Captain Belgrave . . ‘* PRITCHARD. 


Both were successful, and are still received with applause. 

On the 5th of May, Mr. and Miss Holman commenced their 
second engagement as Lord and Lady Townly ; their new 
characters were Jacques and Rosalind ; Drooply and Caroline 
(“ Votary of Wealth”); Mrs. Beverly ; Macbeth and Lady Mac- 
beth; Juliet; Posthumus and Imogen; and Julia, in the “Ga- 
zette Extraordinary.” 

The theatre closed on the 18th of June, but re-opened after 
a few evenings with “He Would be a Soldier” and the “ Forty 
Thieves.” 

On Monday, July 5th, the National Anniversary was cele- 
brated with Dunlap’s untiring “Glory of Columbia,” in which 
Mr. Green personated General Washington; Mr. Simpson, 
Andre; Mr. Hilson, David Williams ; Mrs. Stanley, Mrs. Bland ; 
and Mrs. Claude, Honora. A monody on the death of Cap- 
tain Lawrence was recited by Mr. Cooper, followed by a sketch 
called “Freemen in Arms.” 

The “Students of Salamanca,” a comedy by R. J ameson, was 
produced on the 12th, cast as follows: Don Christoval, Mr. 
Simpson; Don Daphnis, Mr. Hilson; Aminta, Mrs. Darley; 
Angelica, Mrs. Stanley; Pertilla, Mrs. Claude. 

The season terminated shortly after. 

The entertainments, on the opening night, Sept. 13th, 
1818, presented nothing requiring critical attention, the 
plays being the “Students of Salamanca” and the “Forty 
Thieves.” 
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On the 20th, Mr. Cooper commenced a series of his popular 
characters. 

It was now, however, that the establishment was to meet 
with a more powerful opposition than it had ever previously 
encountered. The Broadway Circus, corner of Broadway and 
White street, was re-opened with the title of the Common- 
wealth Theatre, the company being formed on the sharing 
system, under the general direction of Messrs, Twaits, Gilfert 
and Holland. 

Mr. Twaits, the acting manager, was efficient and thorough 
in his department; Mr. Holland, the scene-painter, we have 
before noticed as a highly distinguished artist; and Mr. 
Charles Gilfert’s eminence as a musician and composer, will 
be acknowledged by all who remember him in the zenith of 
his popularity. German by descent, and the son of an old 
music-teacher, long resident in the city, he had been from 
boyhood in the orchestra of the Park Theatre, where he 
acquired a thorough mastery of the violin, and his taste and 
skill rendered him now a most efficient occupant of the lead- 
er’s chair in the new Theatre. 

For many years during Mr. Gilfert’s residence in New York, 
no musical entertainment was thought complete without his 
name gracing the programme. About 1815, he married Miss 
Holman, whose intellectual tastes and personal refinement 
were said to have been far superior to his own. Mr. Gilfert 
was the first lessee of the Bowery Theatre, which he opened 
in 1826, with flattering prospects of success; but ruin over- 
took him, and, bankrupt in fortune and worn out with dis-. 
appointments, he expired on the 30th of July, 1829, aged 
about 50. 

The other members of the company were Messrs. Holman, 
Dwyer, Waring, Burke, Robertson, Cauldfield, Fisher, Clark, 
Anderson, Jacobs, Hathwell, Ringwood, Fennel, Jr., Miss Hol- 
man, and Mesdames Twaits, Burke, Clark, Goldson, Horton, 
Bates, &c., most of whom had already been introduced to the 
New York public. The most important new-comer was, un- 
doubtedly, Mrs. Cornelia Frances Burke. This lady, the wife 
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of Thomas Burke, before mentioned, was born in New York in 
1796, and had already appeared here in an occasional concert. 
Possessing & fair share of ability as a comic actress, with a 
pleasing face and person and an exquisite voice, which, in 
power, purity, and sweetness, was unapproached by any con- 
temporary, she soon eclipsed all rivalry in vocalism, and, till 
the more cultivated style of Italy was introduced, was con- 
sidered the model of all excellence. She was attached to the 
Park for two or three seasons, and afterward removed to Phil- 
adelphia, where she became an equally distinguished favorite. 
After Mr. Burke’s death she contracted a second marriage, 
July 27th, 1826, with Joseph Jefferson, Jr., son of the eminent 
comedian of that name, whom she also survived. In the 
spring of 1837 she re-appeared here after an absence of ten 
years, during which, time had made such sad havoc with her 
voice and appearance, that few of her warmest admirers could 
recognize in her the idol of their earlier days. She died at 
Philadelphia in 1850, of a lingering consumption, leaving two 
sons, Mr. Charles Burke and Mr. Joseph Jefferson, third, the 
former of whom acquired great repute as a low comedian 
during his brief career, and the latter is now a special favorite 
throughout the world. 

Mrs. Goldson was also a new and valuable acquisition to 
the dramatic corps of New York. She soon after trans- 
ferred herself to the Park, where she remained until 
1819—an excellent actress in heavy tragedy, and useful 
in every other line. She became Mrs. Groshon in 1816, by 
- which name she was afterward well known in the theatres 
of the West. 

Mrs. Horton divided the “old ladies” with Mrs. Clark, and 
Mrs. Bates was efficient in “ general utility.” 

Mr. Cauldfield, from England, had first appeared in America, 
at Boston, in 1806. He was an actor of considerable ability, 
and very useful in various departments. He died at Cincin- 
nati, in April, 1815, from intemperance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark we have before noticed—the lady, for- 
merly Mrs. G. Marshall, and originally Miss Harding—had 
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greatly improved in skill, and was now an excellent actress of 
chambermaids and old women. 

Mr. Jacobs was the vocalist of the company. Mr. Fennell, 
Jr., did not betray the slightest spark of his father’s talent, 
being, in fact, a mere cypher, and Mr. Hathwell was after- 
ward well known at Philadelphia as a performer of old men. 

The season commenced here on the first of November, with 
the comedy of the “Provoked Husband,” Mr. Holman and 
daughter personating Lord and Lady Townly. The after- 
piece was the “ Padlock,” in which Mrs. Burke made her 
courtesy as Leonora. 

After going through with a round of favorite characters, 
Miss Holman’s benefit was announced on the 29th, with Mr. 
Bernard’s first appearance here as Sir Peter Teazle. 

Being now attached to the company, Bernard played Sir 
Anthony Absolute, Major O'Flaherty, Touchstone, Lingo, &c., 
and for his benefit, December 9th, presented a bill which we 
transcribe in full, viz.: 

Know Your Own Mind ; 


Dashwould ... . Mr. BERNARD. ‘Charles . . . ». Me Fisupe. 


Millamour .... ‘ HoLMan. Lady Bell . . . . Miss Houtman. 
Sir John Millamour . ‘' CAULDPIBLD. Lady Jane... . . Mrs. Gotpson. 
Sir Harry Lovewit . ‘* Burks. Miss Neville . . . ‘“* Twarts. 
Bygrove .... . “ CLARK. Mrs. Bromley . . ‘*f CraRgx. 
Capt. Bygrove . . . ‘‘ ANDERSON. Madame Larouge . ‘* BURxz. 
Malvl ..... ‘¢ RoBERTSON. 

Seng—‘“* Winds gently tell mylove” . . . . . Mrs. Buran. 

Imitations of Kemble, King, Suett, &. . . . . Mr. CAULDFIBLD. 
and, The Lying Valet. 
Sharp. . ... . Mr. BEawasD. Melissa. . . . Mrs. BURKB. 
Gayless . . . «  ‘** ANDBRBSON. | Mrs.Trippet . . . ‘* Horton. 
Beau Trippet .. . ‘* HatHwsELL. Kitty Pry . . . . ‘“ Crang. 


Mrs. Twaits appeared frequently, and on the 10th December, | 
for Mr. Robertson’s benefit, was announced for, and we believe 
played, the character of Adelgitha, in the tragedy of that name, 
little dreaming that she was in reality soon to meet the doom 
she had so often and faithfully counterfeited—yet death was 
near at hand, and, after a short and severe struggle, terminated 
her labors and her existence, on the 13th of December, at the 
early age of 26. 

Complete and admirable in every department as the Com- 
monwealth company was, its expenses probably exceeded its 
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receipts, for the season closed on the 10th of January, 1814, 
with a benefit for Mr. Twaits. 

To return to the Park. The only performance of Wycherly’s 
comedy of the “ Plaindealer,” that we have found recorded, 
occurred on the 5th of November, 1818, when Cooper played 
Captain Manly; Simpson, Lord Plausible; Hilson, Novel ; 
and Mrs. Darley, Fidelia. 

On the 15th was introduced with great splendor Reynolds’ 
translation of the “Virgin of the Sun,” with the following 
fine cast: 


Rolla ...... Mr. Cooper. ace cl Se oe ate Mr. Daruzy. 


Ataliba . ... . JONES. Tupac. .... ‘¢ BANOxKzEa. 
Cualpo .... . ‘* DRuMMOND. High Priestess... Mrs. Loo 
Xaria. ..... ‘¢ Hoerron. Cora .... .e DaR_er. 
Telasco .... =. ‘6 YareEs. Amasilla eae Miss DELLINGRB. 
Alonzo. .... . ‘¢ SIMPSON. Idali . . . ww Mrs. Craupg. 
Diego. . . +. «. ‘¢ HILson. Ruma... . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Valasques ... ‘¢  CARPENDBR. PANO 85 A GS ‘*  OLpMIXxoON. 


It had a very vaiiccearil run. 

In the above cast will be noticed the name of Bancker, be- 
longing to a young man who joined the company this season, 
and soon became an acceptable representative of walking 
gentlemen, and small, light comic parts—retaining his situa- 
tion here till 1827. He married a sister of Mrs. E. Simpson. 

On the 1st of December, Gen. Harrison and staff attended, 
to witness Mr. Cooper’s able representation of Macbeth. 

A Mr. Dunbar, announced simply as a young gentleman, 
made his debut on the 9th as Young Norval, with sufficient 
success to warrant his subsequent appearance as Hamlet, Fred- 
erick (“ Lovers’ Vows”), Octavian, &c. 

The same evening, Kenney’s musical farce of “Turn Out” 
was played for the second time in America, with the annexed 
cast : 


Somerville . . . . Mr. Dagegy. | Forage. . . . . Mr. Prrromaap. 
Dr. Truckle . . . . ‘* Jongs. Mrs. Ramsay . . . Mrs. Hoce. ; 
Restive . ... . ‘¢ Yates. | Marian Ramsay . . ‘* Dagusy. 
Deepens Redtail. . . ‘“* Hineow | Peggy. ... . ‘*  CLatps. 


On the 13th, Cooper brought out Coleridge’s fine tragedy 
entitled “ Remorse,” in which he gave a masterly delineation 
of Don Ordonio, supported by Simpson as Don Alban, Mrs. 
Darley as Teresa, and Mrs. Stanley as Alhadra, but failed to 
render it attractive. 
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On Christmas night, Mrs. Goldson, late of the Common- 
wealth, made her first appearance here as Millwood. 

Morton’s excellent comedy of “ Education” was first pre- 
sented to the New York public on the 18th of January, 1814, 
and frequently repeated with the following cast: 


Sir Guy Staunch . . Mr. Yares. ' Mrs.Templeton . . Mrs. STaNLey. 
Templeton . . . . ‘* PRITCHARD. | Ellen . 2. . ‘© CLAUDE. 
Vincent . . . . . ‘ SIMPSON. | Rosina. . . “«  GoLDsoN. 
Suckling .- . . .  ‘* HIson. 


The following evening witnessed the first appearance in 
New York of that excellent and eminent actor, John Duff, 
for several years the pride and boast of the Boston and Phil- 
adelphia theatres. His opening characters were Octavian and 
the Three Singles, followed by Gossamer and Count Romaldi, 
(‘A Tale of Mystery”) Fitzharding, (“Curfew”) and Jeremy 
Diddler, Shylock, Sylvester Dag-gerwood and Looney Mc Twol- 
ter, Duke Aranza,’ Penruddock and Richard III; the latter 
played so closely after the manner of Cooke, as to require the 
keenest scrutiny to detect a variation. 

Mr. Duff was by birth an Irishman, and had held a reputa- 
ble position on the Dublin stage, which he left to fulfill an 
engagement at thé Boston Theatre, where, in 1810, he made 
his first appearance in America, in the character of Gossamer. 
He afterward removed to Philadelphia, where he became an 
immense favorite as a member of the stock company, attract- 
ing far better houses than many who claimed the highest 
honors of starring; and it is recorded, that at regular prices, 
one of his benefits amounted to a greater sum than was ever 
received there on a similar occasion by Cooke, Keaf or 
Mathews. His versatility was wonderful, and his merit so 
great that we can think of no living general actor that can 
be compared with him; New York, however, saw him but 
seldom in his palmiest days, his regular engagements at Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia affording him constant and remunera- 
tive employment for many years. In 1823, when he first in- 
troduced Mrs. Duff to the New York public, the dazzling 
brilliancy of her acting scarcely allowed a thought of him, 
and soon after, his efforts were almost paralyzed by continued 
and violent attacks of gout and rheumatism, although he 
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then frequently appeared at the Old Chatham, Bowery and 
Lafayette Theatres, where he is last remembered about the 
year 1827. He was a man of the kindliest feelings, devoted 
to his wife and family, and his worst fault is said to have 
been the besetting sin of actors, an over-fondness for the 
dinner-table and its accompaniments. He died at Philadel- 
phia, April, 1831. 

On the 6th of February, the Theatre closed with the per- 
formance of “ Education,” re-opening with the same play on 
the 21st of the same month. On the 28th, Mr. Spiller made 
his first appearance this season as Dr. Pangloss, and on the 
2d of March, produced a farce called “Eight to One,” in 
which he personated Peter Puzzle, assuming seven other 
characters, with great applause. 

Bray’s long-popular farce of the “Toothache” was first 
played on the 21st of March, as follows: the Prince, by Mr. 
Carpender; Dr. Petitqueue, Spiller; Barogo, Hilson; Susan, 
Mrs. Claude. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark, late of the Commonwealth, were now 
added to the company, making their first “appearance in the 
“Castle Spectre,” as Hassan and Alice, on the 28th; and their 
little daughter appeared, for the first time, as one of the 
“Children in the Wood,” on the evening of April 1st. 

The latter became a very pleasing and popular actress on 
reaching womanhood, well known at Boston, &c. She retired 
from the profession on her marriage with Mr. Klupfer, of that 
city; July 5th, 1824. 

The “ Heir at Law” and the “Spoiled Child” were played 
on the 4th of April, with Mr. Burke as Zes/iel Homespun and 
Old Pickle, his first regular engagement here; and Mrs. Burke 
as Cicely Homespun and Little Pickle, her first appearance on 
the Park boards. Their success was complete, and they con- 
tinued in high favor until they foolishly threw up their en- 
gagements in 1816. The “Spanish Barber” was revived, to 
give Mrs. Burke an opportunity of singing as Rosina. She 
also appeared as Virginia, Margaretta, Maria, (in “Of Age 
To-morrow”) Rosina, in the rustic opera of that name, &c. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 299 


On the 9th of May, Miss Holman commenced an engage- 
ment as Lady Teazle, and took her benefit on the 23d, when 
she appeared as Portia, to the Shylock of Mr. Cooper. The 
farce of “Music Mad” was first played here on the 20th, and 
gave Mr. Yates as Sir Christopher Crotchet, and Mr. Hilson as 
Matthew Method, an admirable opportunity of displaying their 
great comic abilities. On the 25th, Dibdin’s opera of the 
“Cabinet” was first performed—Darley, as Prince Orlando ; 
Yates, as Peter; Hilson, as Whimsiculo; Mrs. Burke, as F'lo- 
rela; and Mrs. Claude, as Constantia ; rendering their parts 
with peculiar force and effect. Mons. Villalave, famous in 
his art, also appeared about this time in feats of rope-danc- 
ing, &c. 

June 6th, Mrs. Darley took her benefit, appearing as Juliana, 
in the “ Honeymoon,” and presenting as an afterpiece, for the 
first time, the “ Widow’s Vow,” with the cast annexed: 


Marquis . ... . Mr. Simpson. ' Counteas . . . . Mrs. CLaupg. 
Don Antonio. . . . “ Yartss. ' Isabella. . oo... ‘© STANLEY. 
Carlos. . . . ‘« DRUMMOND. Flora. ... . ‘¢ ~BuRKE. 
Jerome .... . ‘¢ HILson. 


For Mr. Simpson’s benefit, June 15th, Mr. Duff came on 
to play Richard [H., in which his close imitation of Cooke 
rendered him very attractive. 

Mr. Dunbar, the young gentleman who made his début as 
Norval, played Florian, in the “Foundling of the Forest,” on 
the 24th, for his benefit. His name, we believe, never ap- 
peared after this season, which terminated as usual on the 
4th of July. The bill for that occasion included Pocock’s 
melo-drama, the “Miller and his Men,” for the first time in 
America, thus cast: 


Grindoff . . . . . Mr. Simpson. oe CBP Se cee cee aw Mr. Hrvson. 

Count. .... .. ‘¢ CARPENDER. ' Ravina. . . . . Mrs. GoLpso. 

Tethair ..... ‘¢ ~PRITOHABD. | Claudine - «. « ‘*f CLAUDBN. 
A Hornpipe by . ... .... . Mr. DrumMMonp. 

and Valentine and Orson. 

Valentine. . . . . Mr. PritcHaRp. ' Hugo .... . Mr. HIson. 

Orson. .... =. ‘* SIMPSON. | Eglantine . . . . Mrs. Goipson. 

King Pepin . . . . ‘* Cuarg. Floramunda . . . Miss DELLINGER. 

Agremont. ... . ‘© Daser. | Agatha. ... . Mrs. BuRKE. 


An extra night for the benefit of Mr. Yates was announced, 
on the 6th, with a grand concert and olio, by the principal 
members of the company, aided by Messrs. Entwistle, Southey, 
Spiller, Robertson, &c. 
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After the close of the Commonwealth performances at the 
Broadway Circus, and notwithstanding the death of Mrs. 
Twaits, and secession of Mr. and Mrs. Burke, Mr. and Mrs. 
Clark, Mrs. Goldson and Mr. Cauldfield, its projectors did’ 
not despair of establishing a second theatre in New York, 
and, obtaining possession of the building in Anthony Street, 
(now Worth Street) near Broadway, situated on the ground 
where Christ Church afterward stood, it was soon tastefully 
decorated by the skillful hand of Mr. Holland, who, in con- 
junction with Mr. Twaits, opened it in form on the 18th of 
April, 1814. Dwyer, Waring, Robertson, Fisher, Hathwell 
and Jacobs remained of the old company; and among the 
additions were Mrs. Beaumont, a fine-looking woman and an 
able actress; the stately Mrs. Barrett, her first appearance in 
six years, who now, for the first time in New York, took 
charge of the “old ladies ;” the versatile widow Placide and 
family; Miss Brobston, Mrs. Jacobs, &c. The entertainments 
for the night were, the “ Midnight Hour,” the “Weathercock,” 
and “Three Weeks after Marriage.” 

The 20th of April witnessed the first appearance of little 
Eliza Placide, as Charles, in “Laugh When You Can.” Ten 
years after, she was a favorite singing actress at the Park 
Theatre, though she never displayed the eminent talents that 
belonged to other members of her family. In 1826, she mar- 
ried a Mr. Asbury, and left the stage; re-appearing, however, 
for a few weeks at the Park in the summer of 1836, her last 
appearance in New York. She has since played in the West- 
ern theatres, as Mrs. Mann, and is the mother of the young 
lady known to New York play-goers as Miss Alice Placide. 
The same evening Miss Caroline Placide, (whom we have be- 
fore alluded to) made her début in an adult character as Emily, 
instantly establishing herself a favorite with the public, 
whose good opinion she has retained for fifty years. 

Shortly after, another sister, Miss Jane Placide, was intro- 
duced as a danseuse, and though but little known afterward in 
New York, attained high distinction as a tragic actress in the 
Southern and Western theatres. Born in 1804, she went 
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through, from infancy, with the usual round of youthful char- 
acters, till her sixteenth year, when, at Norfolk, Va., in 1820, 
she appeared with success as Volante, in the “Honeymoon.” 
‘In 1827, she played a short engagement at the Chatham Gar- 
den Theatre, and afterward went South, studiously preparing 
herself for the highest walks of her profession. She soon 
attained the position at which she aimed, and was acknowl- 
edged in that region as the best native tragedienne ever seen 
there. She died at New Orleans, in the height of her popu- 
larity, and while still improving as an actress, May 16th, 1835. 

At this Theatre also, New York first saw the early efforts 
of our peerless comedian, Henry Placide, so long the pride 
of our metropolis. From small beginnings and the humblest 
efforts, he appears never for a moment to have taltered in his 
purpose or swerved from the direct road to. prosperity and 
distinction, critically analyzing the smallest part intrusted to 
his care, and throwing around it a finish, an elegance and a 
completeness rarely attempted by a less careful and discrim- 
inating actor. The result of such a course was certain. He 
long since distanced every competitor in his peculiar line; 
and though for the last few years he has been seen here but 
in a small fraction of his list of parts, and other favorites 
have sprung up during his periods of absence, there is not at 
this day in the Union a general comedian who can be com- 
pared with him; and in the lowest and broadest line of 
comedy, he is the only one who ever trod the American stage 
perfectly irresistible in humor, and yet entirely free from 
grimace and buffoonery. 

Mr. Placide was born in the year 1799, and at the time of 
which we treat was, of course, a mere lad, attracting but 
little notice. On his first appearance at the Park Theatre, 
September 2d, 1823, in the character of Zekiel Homespun, he 
at once gained a position in the favor of the audience that 
his twenty years’ service there never impaired. Placed ina 
subordinate position to Hilson and Barnes, his great fidelity 
to nature, though in less conspicuous parts, soon raised him 
toa level with them, forming a comic trio that has never 
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been equaled in a stock company at any other period in the 
history of the New York Stage. But, admirable as were the 
other two gentlemen, it finally became apparent that to Mr. 
Placide was the attention of the audience principally given, 
and that he was fully capable of sustaining any character in 
which they appeared; and first one, and then the other, gave 
up their situations, leaving him entire freedom of choice in 
his selection of parts, embracing as wide a range as ever 
comedian chose to revel in. From clowns of the broadest 
Yorkshire dialect to the most mincing Cockney cit, in the 
garrulous Frenchman and the high-bred English gentleman, 
the simplest rustic, or the keenest London footman, in the 
clumsy hobbledehoy, or the pathetic childishness of extreme 
old age, he was equally at home and equally superior. Mr. 
_ Hilson only excepted, he was by far the best buffo vocalist 
ever heard in English opera, as his Doctor Bartolo, Baron 
Pompolino, Lord Allcash, Doctor Dulcamara, Antonio, Leporello, 
Midas, &c., abundantly testify. ' 

In the “Rivals,” his merit was quite as conspicuous in 
David, as it was in Bob Acres or Sir Anthony Absolute ; and in 
the “School for Scandal,” whether he played Sir Benjamin 
Backbite, Crabtree, or Sir Peter Teazle, no blemish could be 
found either in his conception or delineation. He has been 
the original hero of many parts that no subsequent performer 
ever made a hit in—none else having been acknowledged as 
the representative of Sir Harcourt Courtly, Sir William Fond- 
love, or Colonel Damas. Who, like him, as Fathom, ever di- 
vided the applauses of an audience with Fanny Kemble? 
Or drew away attention from Powers Pat Rooney, through 
the simplicity of little Tom Dobbs? Or excelled the Irish 
gentleman’s McShane and O'Doherty by the perfection of his 
Aspen and Frederick the Second? Or whose Doctor Caius but 
his, ever interfered with the impressions of a Falstaff? Who 
has ever approached him as Lord Ogleby, or Grandfather 
Whitehead, or Charles the Twelfth, or Jean Jacques Frisacque, 
or Frank Oatland, or Farmer Ashfield, or in & hundred other 
parts? Many farces that were greatly applauded at the Park, 
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night after night, when Placide was the hero, have been, since 
his comparative retirement, laid aside, or if revived by other 
hands, have failed to be attractive. Witness “Sons and Sys- 
tems,” “Tom Noddy’s Secret,” “Uncle John,” “ Village Doctor,” 
(in which his Pierre Bonceur was so capital) “Mr. and Mrs. 
Pringle,” “ Advice Gratis,’ “Water Party,” and many, many 
others. 

In fact, no other actor has ever so completely exemplified 
our idea of what a genuine comedian ought to be. After 
gaining the highest honors that could be bestowed on him in 
New York, and establishing his claim to be considered the 
most chaste and finished of American actors, he has, for the 
last twenty years, as it suited his pleasure or convenience, 
confined himself to short engagements in this and other prin- 
cipal cities of the Union giving, as yet, but little evidence of 
decay, either mental or physical—and far distant be the day 
when we shall be called on to part with one of whom every 
American play-goer may be so justly proud. 

To return to the Anthony Street entertainments. On the 
25th of April, 1814, Mrs. Beaumont, from Covent Garden, and 
more lately from the Philadelphia Theatre, where she had 
occasionally played during the last three years, made her first 
appearance in New York as Euphrasia and Roxalana, the 
former of which she played finely, and with much applause. 
Her Isabella, Madame Clermont, Jane Shore, &c., were justly 
considered very superior performances, but in comedy she 
was not so successful. This lady was the wife of De Jersey 
Beaumont, and afterward the leading actress in a Virginia 
circuit of which he was manager. 

On the 9th of May, Mr. W. Robertson made his first ap- 
pearance here as Michael Ducas, to the Adelgitha of Mrs. 
Beaumont. 

On the 13th, Mr. Entwistle, from the Boston Theatre, made 
his first appearance as Tyke, in the “School of Reform,” and 
Crack, in the “Turnpike Gate.” He was afterward at Phil- 
adelphia, and in 1816 married Mrs. Mason, the justly popu- 
lar favorite at the Park. Intemperance finally marred his 
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personations, and he ultimately died at New Orleans a 
suicide. 

On the 20th, Mrs. Beaumont took her benefit, when, for the 
first time, she presented a drama called “ A Sicilian Romance, 
or the Castle of Otranto,” with the following cast: 


Lindor. .... . Mr. Roperrson. The Lady . . . . Mrs. Beaumont. 
Marquis Otranto. . . ‘* W.ROBEBTSON. Alinda . . ... Miss PLacips. 
Martin. . .. . ‘Waring. Clara. .... Mre. PLacIpE. 
Gherlin .... . ‘¢ ENTWISTLE. 


She also recited Collins’ famous “ Ode on the Passions,” and 
the entertainment concluded with Gen. Burgoyne’s once 
highly popular comedy called the “ Maid of the Oaks :” 


Old Grovely . . . . Mr. FIsHer. Hurry .. . . Mr. ENtwistre 
Sir H.Grovely . . . ‘* Waring. Lady Bab Lardoon . Mrs. BEAUMONT. 
Dupely .... . ““ W.Ropertson. | Maria... . . Miss PLAcIDE. 


Mr. Southey was now added to the company, making his 
first appearance on the 25th as Sir Anthony Absolute and Jerry 
Sneak ; and on the 1st of June, Mr. and Miss Holman opened 
an engagement as Lord and Lady Tuwnly. 

Mr. Beaumont first appeared in New York as Rolla, June 
15th. He was far inferior as a performer to his accomplished 
lady, but was handsome and showy in person. 

For Mr. Twaits’ benefit on the 22d, the Holmans appeared 
in “Know Your Own Mind;” Mrs. Beaumont gave a recita- 
tion; and the beneficiary, being too ill to attempt a speaking 
part, appeared as Francisco, the dumb boy in the “Tale of 
Mystery.” This was his last appearance on the stage; he 
died on the 22d of August, just two months after, deeply de- 
plored by all lovers of comedy. 

On the 23d of June, the ceremony of marnage between 
Leigh Waring and Caroline Placide, was performed by the 
Rev. Benjamin Onderdonk, afterward Bishop of the Diocese. 

On the 29th, for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs. 
Cowley’s celebrated comedy, entitled, “Which is the Man?” 
was revived, with Waring as Lord Sparkle ; Southey as Filz- 
herbert ; Entwistle as Bobby Pendragon; Mrs. Beaumont as 
Lady Bell Bloomer ; and Miss Cordell’s first appearance in 
New York as Sophy Pendragon. 

The Anthony-street Theatre closed after the 4th of July, 
and the company transferred themselves to the Broadway 
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Circus, where they combined their dramatic efforts with 
equestrian performances, and M. Villalave’s exercises on the 
tight-rope. Closing the season there on the 20th of August, 
they again opened at Anthony Street on the 29th of that 
month, with the drama of “ Bunker Hill,” and the afterpiece 
called “New York Volunteers.” 

We have but few other memoranda connected with this 
company at this establishment; but it is worthy of note that 
on the 22d of September Mr. Usher here made his first ap- 
pearance in New York as Richard III. This gentleman’s name 
is identified with the drama at the West, where he was long 
and favorably known as actor and manager. He opened the 
first theatre in Kentucky, at Lexington, in October, 1808, and 
was the leader in many other similar enterprises in that 
region. He had first appeared on the stage at Washington, 
D. C., in 1800, and was well known at one time as a promi- 
nent performer in Boston. 
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CHAPTER XXIYV. 


Park Theatre, 1814-15 ; 1815-16—Commonwealth, 1815. 


NEW Theatrical season at the Park commenced 

on the 31st of August, 1814, with Dunlap’s never- 
A failing “Glory of Columbia,” succeeded by the 
“Miller and his Men.” The principal members of the com- 
pany were Simpson, Hilson, Pritchard, Spiller, Green, Burke, 
Darley, Clark, Bancker and Carpender, with Mesdames 
Darley, Goldson, Burke, Claude, Hogg, Clark and Wheatley. 
Mrs. Spiller also appeared, a very feeble actress, and notice- 
able only as the wife of her husband, whom she survived many 
years. She was in the Park company as lately as 1836. Mr. 
Yates, Mr. William Jones, and Mrs. Oldmixon were not re- 
engaged, and the latter’s absence was greatly deplored by her 
many admirers. The youthful singing heroines, in which she 
had formerly won great favor, appeared, however, to better ad- 
vantage in the person of Mrs. Burke, and her more elderly 
comic characters were very respectably rendered by Mrs. 
Clark. Mr. Dwyer commenced a short engagement on the 3d 
of September, as Gossamer, and closed with Vapid, in the 
¢« Dramatist,” for his benefit, on the 16th. 

Mr. Warren, on the 14th, commenced a series of characters, 
in most of which he distanced all competition. He played 
Sir Peter Teazle, Lord Scratch, Old Dornton, Sir Anthony Ab- 
solute, Sir Abel Handy, Falstaff, &c. : 

Dibdin’s comic opera, in three acts, entitled “The Farmer's 
Wife,” which afterward attained great popularity from its own 
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dramatic merit and the beauty of Bishop’s music, was first 
played in New York on the 26th: 


Sir Charles Courtly. Mr. Simpson. ; Robin. . . . . Mr. Bure. 
Cornflower (the Farmer) ‘6 WARREN. Chalk . .... ‘¢ BANCKEB 
Captain Belton .. ** DaRLer. | Mrs. Cornflower... Mrs. DaRuer. 
Farmer Barnard. . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Miss Courtly . . . ‘* BURKE. 
Williams . . . . . “© CLARK. Jenny... . *¢ WHEATLEY. 
Dr. Pother . . . . ‘* HILson. | @usan... .-. “ CLaupz. 
Peter = 3s. sa OS ‘*  SPILLER. | Fauny. ... . ‘< CLARK. 


We venture to say that, as a whole, this drama was as well 
acted in New York as in London. Sinclair, Incledon and 
Miss Stephens, in the music, however, soared above all 
American competition. The latter’s favorite polacca, “ Trifler 
Forbear,” was one of the gems of the opera, and still ranks 
among the finest classic compositions of the age. Of the 
American cast, Mrs. Wheatley is, we believe, the sole survivor. 
After the conclusion of Warren’s engagement, Mr. Green was 
substituted as Cornflower, which he played well, though not 
equal to his predecessor. On the same evening, Sept. 26th, a 
farce, called ‘“‘ Darkness Visible,” was first performed in New 
York, with Simpson as Welford ; Warren as Jenkins ; Hilson, 
Frank ; and Mrs. Claude, Harriet. 

In October, Mr. Cooper, ever welcome, went through with 
a round of characters, concluding with Othello for his benefit 
on the 12th. ) 

Nov. 16th, the once highly popular drama of the “ Battle 
of Hexham” was revived after a slumber of twelve years, 
with Mr. Simpson as Gondibert; Hilson as Gregory Gub- 
bin; Mrs. Goldson as Queen Margaret; and Mrs. Darley 
as Adeline. 

The afterpiece was a new one, entitled, “ Who's to Have 
Her? or the Dupers Outwitted.” Carlo, by Mr. Darley; En- 
rico, Mr. Simpson; Paulo, Mr. Hilson; Pietro, Mr. Spiller ; 
Cecelia, Mrs. Burke. Both are now forgotten. 

On the 25th, Dunlap’s “ Count Benyowski” was also resusci- 
tated, with Simpson as the Count ; Green, the Governor ; Hil- 
son, Hetman; Pritchard, Stephenoff ; Spiller, cae Mrs. 
Darley, Athanasia ; and Mrs. Claude, Fedora. 

After a long absence, Mr. Robertson returned to his old 
quarters, January llth, 1815, appearing as Reuben Glenroy. 
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He had a benefit on the 13th, and made his last appearance 
on the 16th as Abellino. 

Early in February, a Mr. Bibby astonished the public by 
his extraordinary imitation of Cooke’s Sir Archy McSarcasm, 
being his first appearance in public. He subsequently played 
Richard, Shylock, Sir Pertinaz, and other of the great trage- 
dian’s parts, and succeeded for several years in attracting at- 
tention by the perfection of his copies. 

In April, 1816, he appeared with success at Covent Garden, 
London, as Sir Pertinaz, and in May as Shylock and Sir Archy. 
He returned to New York, married a lady of wealth, retired 
from the stage, devoted his talents to the practice of the law, 
and is still living, in the enjoyment of health, fortune, and 
the esteem of all who know him. 

The treaty of peace between Great Britain and the United 
States was ratified about this time, to the great joy of every- 
body, and on the evening of February 20th the following per- 
formances were announced in celebration of the event: 


The Young Quaker. 


Chronicle. . .. . Mr. Burges. Malachi. . . . . _ Mr. Outrr. 
Old Sadboy . . . . ‘* CLARE. Goliah . . . . . Miss CLarx. 
Young Sadboy . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Lady Rounceval. . Mrs. Hoga. 
Capt. Ambush . . . ‘“‘ PRITOHARD. Araminta. . . . ‘* CLaups. 
Spatterdash . . . . ‘* SPpILves. Dinah Primrose . . ‘“ Dagger. 
Clod . .. . . ‘* AYILsoN. Mrs. Millefleur . . ‘* WuHBarusr. 
Shadrach. ... . ‘*  Dagvey. Pink 9.004 46s ‘*  CraRgK. 
Twigs « -¢ ~ * @ 4 ‘«  BANCKER. Judith... . . ‘¢  SPILLBR. 
The Feftival of Peace ; 
Old Fearnought. . . Mr. GREEN. *, Genius of Columbia. Mrs. Dagusy. 
Young Fearnought . ‘* PRITCHARD. Peace . . 2. « . ‘CLAUDE. 
Julius Cesar Babble . ‘* BURKE. | Plenty . . .. . ‘¢  SPILigr. 
Columbia. . .. . Mrs. GoLpson. Commerce. .. . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
and Sprigs of Laurel. 
Nipperkin . . . . Mr. Huson. Sinclair . . . . Mr. Danuey. 
Major Tactic. . . . ‘* BURKE. Lenox .... . ‘* CARPENDER. 
Captain Cruiser. . . ‘* Cuagk. Mary ..... Mrs. BURKE. 


Mr. Cooper commenced a new series of characters on the 
lst of March, as Fitzharding in the “Curfew ;” and on the 
13th played his original part of Edward Smith, in Dun- 
lap’s revived play, the “ Force of Calumny.” Dunlap’s “ Voice 
of Nature” was also revived on the 17th, a Master Wheatley 
representing the Child—not the present Mr. William Wheat- 
ley, but probably an elder brother. 

On the 29th, Mrs. Gilfert (late Miss Holman) commenced 
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an engagement as Lady Teazle, with her usual brilliant suc- 
cess. She took her benefit on the 10th of April, when she 
played Lady Bell to Hilson’s Dashwould and Simpson’s Young 
Millamour. 

“For Freedom, Ho!” a drama by Pocock, was first played 
on the 5th of April, with the following cast : 


Commandant . . . Mr. CARPENDER. Tom Tough . . . Mr. HI.son. 
Guillaume .. . . ‘* SIMPSON. Michael. . .. . Mrs. CLAUDE. 
Capt. Laurel ; . ‘‘ PRITCHARD. Eliza... . ‘© ~GOLDsoN. 
Sir Francia Faddle . ‘* §&preeer. Lissette. . . . . ‘© Burke. 


In the company this season we first note the name of Miss 
Mary Anne Brundage, who is remembered as playing one of 
the “Children in the Wood,” on the 19th of April. En- 
dowed with great personal beauty, she was long an object of 
attraction—though in very subordinate parts, and attained 
great notoriety by her intimacy with the eccentric poet, 
McDonald Clark, to whom she was married on the 16th of 
July, 1820, and from whom she soon after separated. 

On the 24th, Mrs. Gilfert, supported by Mr. Cooper, com- 
menced a series of tragic personations, and, among others, 
played Arpasia, to his Bajazet, in Rowe’s now forgotten tra- 
gedy of “ Tamerlane.” 

On the 17th of May, a brilliant addition to the company was 
made in the person of Mrs. Williams, from the London and 
Dublin Theatres, who, on that evening, made her début in 
America as Letitia Hardy, and Caroline (in the “ Prize”). She 
afterward played Violante, Albina Mandeville, Peggy, Bisarre, 
Priscilla Tomboy, &c., each character gaining her greater favor 
with the audience. 

Inferior to the elegance of Mrs. Gilfert in the high-bred 
lady of fashion, there was an ease, gayety, and truthfulness 
about her personations that won the admiration of all, while 
the gracefulness of her dancing and her superior vocal abili- 
ties gave her advantages that few of her contemporaries could 
boast. She at once became a favorite, and played the two 
following seasons with undiminished eclat—having, in the 
meantime, become Mrs. S. Wheatley, by which name she was 
well known at Boston and Philadelphia, where she also ranked 
with the first comic actresses of the day. By inexperienced 
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dramatic readers, this lady has been frequently confounded 
with Mrs. Frederick Wheatley, so long the favorite of New 
York in “old ladies.” 

In July, 1830, after an absence of ten years, Mrs. S. Wheat- 
ley re-appeared at the Park in the characters of Mrs. Oakley, 
and her tavorite, Caroline (in the “ Prize”); and is spoken of 
by a critic who had never before seen her, as “that kind of 
person, and of that time of life, which are often described by 
the union of the three words—fat, fair, and forty—in this 
case we may, perhaps, omit the adjective in the middle.” He, 
however, praises her acting, and says that her Caroline would 
have charmed twenty years before, but that Time has laid his 
hand too markedly on her person to allow her to attempt, with 
prudence, to personate girls scarcely out of their teens. 

We last remember her in New York at the Bowery Theatre, 
September, 1831, in connection with a fine corps of comedians 
then playing there. During her first engagement, she brought 
out the charming little piece called “Personation,” (made so 
much of in London by Bannister and Mrs. Charles Kemble) 
in which she played Lady Julia, with Mr. Simpson as Lord 
Henry. This was on the 26th of May, 1815, and on the 29th, 
Dimond’s musical piece of “ Youth, Love and Folly” was first 
played. De Linval, Mr. Simpson; Florimond, Pritchard; 
Arinetie, Mrs. Williams; Clotilda, Mrs. Burke. 

In June, Mr. Robertson again appeared—on the 13th as 
Guiscard, for Mr. Pritchard’s benefit, and on the 19th as Rolla 
and Storm, for Mr. Carpender’s benefit; on which latter occa- 
sion, Mrs. Aldis (formerly Mrs. Stanley), after a year’s absence, 
re-appeared as Elvira and Ella Rosenberg. 

Mrs. Green, formerly Miss Willems, of the Philadelphia 
Theatre, made -her first appearance in New York, June 23d, 
on the occasion of her husband’s benefit, in the characters of 
Widow Cheerly, and Christine in “Tekeli.” She had come to 
America with Wignell’s company, in 1794, being then a mere 
child, and had been as remarkable for her beauty as she still 
was for her excellence as a vocalist. She survived her hus 
band many years. 
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Bishop’s fine opera of the “Devil’s Bridge” was given for 
the first time in America on the 4th of July. Cast to the 
full strength of the company, it could not fail of success, and 
long continued to be heard with applause. It was thus 


played : 

Count Belino. . . . Mr. DARLEY. '  Pfetro . . . . . Mer. Spruver. 
Baron Toraldi . . * §mapson. i Julio . . Mise CLARK. 

Mareelli . . . . . ‘* #HILgon, Countess Rosalvina . Mrs. DaRLey. 
Antonio... . . ‘* GREEN. - Claudine . . . . ‘** Craupa. 
Florian... ‘¢ PRITCHARD. Lauretta . . . “| BuRkE. 


On the 10th, Mrs. Williams commenced her second engage- 
ment, appearing as Juliana, Miss Hardcastle, Lydia Languish, 
Nell, Marian Ramsay, Helen Worrett, &c., and for her benefit, 
on the 21st, as Lady Restless and Zorilda. 

The season closed on the 24th, with the “ Devil’s Bridge” 
and “Don Juan,” having been extended to a later period than 
any preceding one. 

Mr. Green’s engagement terminated with the season, and 
he never again appeared in New York. 

Tue Park THeatre was re-opened on the first of September, 
1815, with Dunlap’s comedy of “ Lovers’ Vows,” thus cast: 


Frederick. . . Mr. Simpson. Landlord . . . . Mr. GRAHAM. 
Baron Wildenheim . . ‘** PRItcHARD. Laborer. . . . . ‘* OLIPP. 
Count Cassel. . . ‘* Spree. Amelia. . .. . Mrs. DARLEY. 
Arnaud . . . . . ‘* DARLBY. Theodosia. . . . GOLDSON. 
Christian. . . . . “ BURKE. Cottager's Wife . . ‘“* Hoge. 
Hubert... ‘6 CARPENDER. . Country Girl). . . ‘* Wuheratiry. 
And the opera of Paul and Virginia. 

Paul... - . . Mr, Daguey. : Diego . . . . . Me. GRAHAM, 
Captain Tropic . . . ‘* PRITCHARD. : Alamba. . . . . ‘4 §PILLER. 
Antonio . . . . . ‘ CARPENDER. i Virginia . . . . Mrs. DaR_ey. 
Sebastian. . . . . ‘¢ BANCEER. | Mary ee oe WHEATLEY. 
Dominique . % ‘* BURKE. Jacintha a ‘¢  SPILLER. 


On the 4th, Mr. Hilson and Mrs. Williams made their ap- 
pearance as Bob Acres and Lydia Languish, both receiving 
the heartiest welcome. 

On the 18th, the first new piece of the season, a farce by 
Dibdin, called “Past Ten O'clock, and a Rainy Night,” was 
produced, with the following cast: 


Sir Peter Punctual . . Mr. GRAHAM. Bantam. . . . . Mr. Spiiure. 
Harry Puoctual. . . ‘* CARPENDER. Sam Squib. . . . ‘** Burs. 
Charles Wildfire. . . ‘* PRITOHARD. Nancy . . . . . Mrs. Gotpson. 
Old Snapps . . . . ‘ JONES. Lucy. . . . . . ‘“f CLaupg. 
Young Soaps - » + ‘** BANOKER. | Silence. . . . . ‘“ Hoga. 
Dozey ; ‘*  HIvson. 


Tae Commonweattu TaeaTee was also open at this time, 
numbering among its company, Tyler, West, Hardinge, Mes- 
tayer, a low comedian, and father of Mrs. Charles Thorne and 
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Miss Emily Mestayer; Monier, father of the beautiful Vir- 
ginia Monier, who led the female business at the Old National 
in 1838; Labottiere, the dancer; A. J. Allen, Mrs. Allen, Mrs. 
May, Miss Ryckman, Miss Harris, &c. 

At Tae Park, on the 7th, was first played the farce of “In- 
trigue, or Married Yesterday,” by Poole, afterward the suc. . 
cessful author of “Paul Pry,” &c. Pritchard played Captain 
Rambleton ; Simpson, Varnish ; Spiller, Tom; and Mrs. Wil- 
liams, Ellen. 

A new comedy, called “Debtor and Creditor,” was brought 
out on the 13th; and another, entitled “First Impressions,” 
on the 23d; but, though cast to the best strength of the 
company, neither retained long possession of the stage. 

Mrs. Burke made her first appearance, November lst, as 
Catharine, in the “ Exile,” and was received with the warmest 
applause; and, on the 6th, Mr. Cooper again gratified his 
friends by coming forward as Hamlet, following it with sev- 
eral popular parts, and concluding with Zanga, in the “ Re- 
venge,” for his benefit, on the 24th. 

“ Aladdin, or the Wonderful Lamp ”—=still one of the most 
popular of melo-dramatic romances — was first played in 
America on the 25th, with the following cast: 


Tahi Tongluck . . . Mr. JONEs. Aladdin. . .. . Mrs. WILLiams. 
Prince Azack . . . ‘* CARPENDER. Princess . . . . ‘“* GoLpson. 
Abenazack .. . . ‘* Simpson. , Ching Mustapha . o@ee@. 
Kazrac. . . . 6 . “© BURKE. , Amrou. .... Miss DELLInegs. 


Mr. Bibby, the noted imitator of Cooke, appeared as Sir 
Pertinaz, on the 13th of December, and was again well re- 
ceived. He afterward played Shylock, Hamlet and Octavian, 
making his last appearance (prior to visiting Europe) on the 
30th, as Romeo and Sir Archy. 

On New Year's Night, 1816, “Catharine and Petruchio” 
and “Don Juan” were performed ; also, for the first time in 
New York, the melo-drama of “Zembucca,” which still re- 
tains possession of the stage. It was thus cast: 


Zembucca. . . . . Mr. PRITCHARD. * Selim . . .« 8 « Mr. CaRprNDER. 
Korac. ..... r IMPSON. Salio. . . . «4 “© DARLEY 
Mirza . : ‘s BURKE Ebra. 2 -@ «% ~~ % Mrs. DARLEY 
Buffardo .... . ‘*  SPILLER. Amasaide.. . . * GoLpsoy. 


On Mr. Simpson’s benefit night, January 5th, Dimond’s 
opera, called “Brother and Sister,” with Bishop’s music, was 
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represented for the first time, with the following distribution 


of parts: 

Den 8ylvio . . . . Mr. PritcHarp. Isadora. . .. . Mrs. Dargury. 
Don Christoval . . . ‘* Burxg. Camilla. ... . ‘6  GOLDSON. 
Pachecho. ... . ‘6 SPILLER. Rosantha ... . ‘* BuRgg. 


On the 15th, a Mr. Phillips, who had made his début in New 
York on the 15th of May, 1815, as Young Norval, re-appeared 
as Frederick, in “Lovers’ Vows;” he also played Durimal, in 
“Point of Honor;” LZothair, in “Adelgitha;” and Cesario, in 
“Alfonso,” for his benefit. This was Aaron J. Phillips, after- 
Ward a well-known actor of old men, connected with various 
theatres here, and at different times manager of several in 
other cities. He died in New York, in 1846. 

On the 19th, a young gentleman made his début as Hamlet, 
and on the 26th was announced for the character of Romeo as 
Mr. Bartow —also appearing as Achmet and Tancred. He 
played a few nights the ensuing season, but his name there- 
after disappears from the bills. 

Mrs. Hogg, long acknowledged as the best representative 
of old women known to the New York stage, died suddenly 
on the night of February 6th, at the age of 67. 

On the 7th of February, was played, for the first time in 
many years, Mrs. Centlivre’s celebrated comedy of “A Bold 
Stroke for a Wife,” and, with the annexed cast, was frequently 
repeated : 


Col. Feignwell . . . Mr. Simpson. ; Simon Pure . . . Mr. Banoxgr. 
Freeman. ... . ‘¢ PRITCHARD. Anna Lovely . . . Mrs. DaRLEy. 
Perriwinkle . . . . ‘* Spruver. Betty .... . ‘S WHEATLEY. 
Obadiah Prim . . . ‘* BuRKgE. 


On the 16th, Mrs. Anderson, a daughter of the comedian 
Jefferson, made her first appearance in New York as Moggy 
McGilpin, in the “Highland Reel ;” and on the 24th, her 
husband likewise appeared for the first time, as Robert, in the 
“Curfew.” The lady was very young, pretty and interesting, 
and was most favorably known afterward at the Philadelphia 
Theatre. She died in early life, leaving two daughters, one 
of whom, Mrs. Thoman, was a favorite in Boston a few years 
since, and the other, Mrs. G. C. Germon has played in Boston, 
Philadelphia and New York, and has introduced to the stage, 
her daughter, Miss Effie Germon, with very flattering success, 
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For his benefit on the 26th, Mr. Cooper, who had again ap- 
peared for a few nights, played Benedick, and the ci-devant 
Mrs. Williams (now first announced as Mrs. S. Wheatley) 
made a charmingly effective Beatrice. 

The “Forest of Bondy,” a still popular melo-drama, was 
first represented in New York on the 18th of March; Macaire 
by Mr. Simpson ; Gontram, Pritchard; Blaize, Spiller; Florio, 
Mrs. Anderson; Lucille, Mrs. Darley; Dame Gertrude, Mrs. 
Wheatley—her first attempt in a line of characters in which 
she afterward attained such great excellence. 

The beautiful domestic drama of the “Maid and Magpie” 
was first played here on the Ist of April ; Henry, by Mr. Simp- 
son; Everard, Anderson; Gerald, Pritchard; Benjamin, Darley; 
Martin, Burke; Dame Gerald, Mrs. Wheatley; Annette, Mrs. 
Darley. Its merit still guarantees a favorable reception when- 
ever performed. 

A most valuable addition was now made to the dramatic 
force of the city by the engagement of Mr. and Mrs. Barnes, 
Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin, and Mr. Betterton; three of whom 
made their first appearance in America on the 17th of April, 
viz.: Mrs. Barnes as Juliet ; Mr. Baldwin as Sam, in “ Raising 
the Wind ;” and Mrs. Baldwin as the Nurse and Miss Durable. 

Few actresses have been so deserving, fewer still have been 
as fortunate as Mrs. Barnes. She at once gained the affec- 
tions of the audience, and during a theatrical career of five 
and twenty years, nothing occurred to detract, in the slightest 
degree, trom the kindliest feelings always entertained for her. 
In person, Mrs. Barnes was finely formed, but under middle 
size. Her features, though small, were eminently beautiful, 
and at her perfect command in portraying every shade of 
passion; and her face was lighted up by most eloquent and 
expressive dark eyes. As a tragic actress, she was superior 
to any contemporary, Mrs. Duff and Fanny Kemble alone ex- 
cepted ; and in a few characters, Juliet and Evadne, for in- 
stance, we have never seen her equal. As the fond Italian 
girl, all critics agreed for many years that she soared beyond 
rivalry. She excelled principally in the youthful -heroines of 
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tragedy, though few ladies have given us high comedy with 
equal finish, and no roguish boy was ever better personated 
than by Mrs. Barnes. In melo-drama and pantomime, her 
action was always graceful, spirited and correct—Fenella, . 
Aladdin, and the Dumb Savoyard have rarely foun@a better 
representative. Respected and admired in private life, Mrs. 
Barnes mingled in the best society of the city, and possessing 
an easy competence, after her husband’s death took a formal 
farewell of the Stage, November 2d, 1841. She afterward 
visited England with her daughter, Miss Charlotte Barnes, 
(afterward Mrs. Edmund Conner) but returned to spend the 
evening of her days among those who first appreciated and 
rewarded her genius. She once or twice emerged from her 
retirement for the benefit of her daughter, and on the 25th of 
July, 1851, at Philadelphia, appeared as Lady Randolph, with 
almost undiminished excellence. 

Mrs. Barnes was at length attacked with paralysis, and after 
the death of her daughter, to whom she was most tenderly 
attached, finally sunk under a long, protracted illness. ‘She 
died {n New York, on the 26th of August, 1864, in the 84th 
year of her age, and was buried from her residence in Van- 
dam Street, which she had occupied for more than thirty-five 
years. As an actress, the faults of Mrs. Barnes were so few 
that they almost escaped the eye of criticism, and as a woman, 
the tongue of scandal or of malice never ventured to assail 
her. Mrs. Barnes was a native of London—her maiden name 
Greenhill—but she originally played as Miss Simpson in the 
British provinces, and subsequently, under her marital desig- 
nation, at the Haymarket and Drury Lane. 

Mrs. Charlotte Baldwin, the sister of Mrs. Barnes, proved 
to be an efficient and able delineator of elderly females, and 
occasionally played a pert chambermaid with great spirit. 
New York had never before seen so good an “Old Woman,” 
and though she has since been excelled in the “ Fashionable 
Dowager” and “Prim Old Maid,” by Mrs. Wheatley and Mrs. 
Vernon, she possessed an advantage over them in her ability 
to represent a serious character with great force and discrim- 
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ination. The Duchess of York has seldom had so fine a repre- 
sentative on our stage. After the death of Mr. Baldwin, she 
married Mr. Westervelt Walstein, of this city. The match 
proved unhappy, and a separation was the consequence. In 
the latter part of her career, she became very corpulent, and 
unfitted in appearance for the stage, from which she retired 
in 1837. Mrs. Walstein died in New York, April 21st, 1856, 
aged 78. She had originally played in the British provinces 
as Mrs, Simpson. 

Mr. Joseph Baldwin possessed considerable merit as a low 
comedian, but not being equal to Hilson, Spiller, or Barnes, 
appeared under a great disadvantage. He was, however, ex- 
ceedingly clever in a comic song. 

Mr. Baldwin died in May, 1820, aged 33 years, and his 
tombstone may be seen in the southwest corner of Trinity 
churchyard. 

On the 22d of April, Mr. John Barnes made his first bow 
in America as Sir Peter Teazle and Lingo; Mrs. Barnes being 
the Lady Teazle of the comedy, and Mrs. Baldwin the Mrs. 
Chesshire of the farce. He soon became an immense favorite, 
and, in the course of his theatrical life, probably caused more 
amusement and laughter than any comedian we have ever 
had. With every capability of excellence, he too often pre- 
ferred the applauses of the thoughtless many to the better 
praises of the judicious few; but the comical phiz of “Old 
Barnes” was always the signal for a burst of merriment, and 
even they who censured his extravagance were obliged to 
laugh at his whimsical grimaces. He was truly eminent in 
such characters as Sir Anthony Absolute, Sir Abel Handy, Lord 
Duberly, Cosey, &c., and in Old Rapid, Brummagem, Delph 
and Nipperkin, we have never seen his equal. Mr. Barnes 
left the Park Theatre in the summer of 1832, and took the 
management of the Richmond Hill, in Varick Street, which 
proved an unfortunate speculation. He occasionally after- 
ward appeared on the scene of his former triumphs, where he 
played for the last time in the fall of 1840. The principal 
portion of the time was, however, profitably devoted to star 
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engagements at the South and West, in company with his 
wife and daughter. While on a professional visit to Nova 
Scotia, in the summer of 1841, a carbuncle appeared on his 
nose, and after a very short illness, caused his death on the 
28th of August, at the age of 60. His remains were brought 
to New York, and interred in St. Mark’s burying-ground. 

On the 24th of April, Mr. Betterton made his debut in the 
“Clandestine Marriage” as Lord Ogleby, to Mrs. Baldwin’s 
Mrs. Heidleberg. This gentleman, whose real name was 
Thomas Butterton, and who, by the change of a letter, had 
taken that of one of the most eminent of British actors, was 
born in Dublin, and long held a respectable position in the 
Theatre there, as well as in the English provinces. He ob- 
tained an engagement for his daughter (afterward the cele- 
brated Mrs. Glover) at Covent Garden, in 1797, and in Octo- 
ber of that year made his own first appearance there as Bel- 
cour, but was unable to rank with the best performers of the 
metropolis. On his arrival in the New World, he was past 
his prime, and did not create the sensation he had antici- 
pated. Among his first series of characters were Sir Lucius 
O’ Trigger, Dumont, Old Dornton, Major O’ Flaherty and Rich- 
ard III, and as a stock actor, he would have proved a valu- 
able addition to the strength of the company. In December, 
1819, Mr. Betterton was married in New York, to Mrs. Ann 
Bunting, but afterward returned to England, and died there 
in 1835, at the age of 80. After the appearance of these 
recruits, @ succession of standard plays was produced, in 
which Mrs. Barnes incregsed her reputation by her admirable 
performances of Belvidera, Jane Shore, Angela, Albina Mande- 
ville, &c. | 

On the 10th of May, one of the earliest dramatic produc- 
tions of John Howard Payne, entitled “ Accusation,” an adap- 
tation from the French, was first represented. 


D’Anglade . . . . Mr. Simpson. Hubert. . .. . Mr, SpILLer. 
Bertrand... . . ‘* BURKE. Marcel . . .. . “ ARNES. 
Leonde Valency . . ‘ BETTERTON. Madame de Cerval . Mrs. S.WHBATLBY. 
Valmore. ... . ‘*  PRITCHABD. Madame d’Anglade . ‘“ B 


Another comedy, called “ Living in London,” was produced 
with less success on the 24th. 
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Mrs. Barnes took her first benefit on the 29th, when she 
appeared as Isabella, in the tragedy of that name, and as 
Cherubino, in the “ Marriage of Figaro;” Mr. Barnes playing 
Antonio. | 

Mr. Simpson’s benefit took place on the 10th of June, when 
he produced for the first time here, Mrs. Charles Kemble's 
beautiful drama of “Smiles and Tears,” with the following 
very superior cast: 


Fitzharding . . . . Mr. PRITCHARD. | Lady Emily . . . Mrs. 8. WHEATLEY. 
Sir H. Chomley. . . ‘* SIMPSON. ' Mrs. Belmore. . . ‘* Dagyry. 

Col. O'Donolan . . . ‘* BETTERTON. Mrs. Jeffries . . . © Banpwin. 
Stanley . . .. . ‘© JONES. Cecil Fitzharding. . ‘* Barnes. 
Delaval . . . . . ‘* CARPENDER. 


On the same occasion, Mr. Barnes sung his famous comic 
song, “Barney, leave the girls alone,” and Mrs. Barnes recited 
Collins’ “Ode on the Passions,” two performances of which 
the public never tired, and which continued to be repeated 
with applause as long as they remained on the stage. 

The Fourth of July was celebrated by the first performance 
of a drama, called the “ Battle of New Orleans,” in which Mr. 
Robertson made his first appearance this season, as General 
Jackson. The other characters were: 


Malville . . . . . Mr. PRitcHarp. American Soldier. . Mr. BALpwIn. 
Sir E. Packenham . . ‘S CARPENDER. Abbess... . Mrs. GRosHoON, 
Gen. Coffee . . . . “* JONES. Louisa. . . . . ‘* ANDERSON. 
Brian O’Flanagan . . ‘f BUREE. Charlotte . . . . Miss DELLINGER. 


On the 8th, after six months’ absence at the South, Mr. 
Hilson appeared as Tyke and Somno, and afterward played 
Falstaff, Sir Peter Teazle, Shylock, Apollo Belvi, &c. 

On the 10th, Mrs. Gilfert commenced an engagement as 
Calista. The combination of this lady with Mrs. Barnes 
rendered the performance of several tragedies very attractive. 
The latter appeared as Jane Shore, Cora and Statira, to Mrs. 
Gilfert’s Alicia, Elvira and Roxana. 

On the 22d, Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit took place, when she ap- 
peared as Lady Townly; and Mrs. Claude, formerly of this 
Theatre, but then of Philadelphia, made her last appearance 
in New York as Miss Jenny. 

The season terminated on the 27th of July. 


CHAPTER XX V. 
Park Theatre, Stephen Price, Manager, 1816-17, 1817-18. 


T what date Mr. Cooper withdrew from the direc- 
tion of the Park Theatre, we have not learned; but 
at the period of which we write, Mr. Stephen Price 
was sole lessee and manager, with the aid of Mr. Simpson in 
the stage department. 

The comedy of “Smiles and Tears,” and the Eastern ro- 
mance of “ Aladdin,” were the entertainments for the opening 
night, September 2d, 1816, in which the favorites of the pre- 
vious season were again warmly welcomed. 

Mrs. Aldis (late Mrs. Stanley) after a year’s absence, made 
her re-entree on the 6th, as Adelgitha. 

On the 18th, for the first time in New York, a drama from 
Scott’s “Guy Mannering” was played, with the following cast : 


Heury Bertram . . . Mr. SIMPSON. Baillie Mucklethrift. Mr. BaLpWIN. 
Col. Mannering . - . ‘‘ ROBERTSON. | Framco. . .. . Miss BrurpaGe. 
DominieSampson .. ‘* BARNES. . Julia Mannering. . Mrs. S. WHEATLEY. 
Dandie Dinmont. . . ‘* PRITCHARD. ; Lucy Bertram. . ‘¢ ANDERSON. 
Dirck Hatteraick . . ‘‘ CARPENDER. ' Mrs. McCandish. . ‘* Ba.pwin. 
Gabriel . 2... ‘Ss ANDERSON. | Meg Merrilies. . . “ ALpis, 
Gilbert Glossin : sc JONES. | Flora... - . Miss DELumnesr. 


The still popular farce of “ Love, Law and Physic,” was pro- 
duced on the 23d, with the annexed cast: 


Flexible . . . « - Mr. Simpson. Andrew Bang. . . Mr. Roszrrsown. 
Dr.Camphor. . . . ‘* JONES. Lubin Log. . . . ‘“ HUIson. 
Capt. Danvers . . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Mrs. Hillary . . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 


On the 25th, Maturin’s famous, though objectionable tra- 
gedy of “ Bertram ” was first played, with very great success: 


Bertram .... . Mr. ROBERTSON. Imogine . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
ah rae - - . ‘** CARPENDER. Clotilda . . . . =‘ ANDERSON. 
Bee ae a a ‘6 PRITCHABD. 


“Robertson played the hero well, and the guilty Imogine 
has rarely been as ably represented as by the impassioned 
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Mrs. Barnes. Mr. Betterton’s first appearance this season took 
place on the 8th of October, as Dennis Brulguddery. He did 
not prove attractive. The burlesque tragic opera of “ Bom- 
bastes Furioso,” with Barnes as King Artaxominies ; Hilson as 
Gen. Bombastes ; and Mrs. 8. Wheatley as Distaffina, was first 
played on the 17th, with great applause. 

On the 18th, a comedy called “Where to Find a Friend,” 
written by Mr. Leigh, was represented, and repeated a few 
times with the following cast : 


Morden .... . Mr. Smmpson. Barney... . .- Mr. BErrrerron. 

Heartley . ... . ‘¢  HILson. Lady Morden. . . Mrs. 8. Waear.ey. 

Torrington . . . . ‘* RoBERTSON. Mrs. Bustle . . . ‘* BALDWrK. 
othy . .... ‘* BARNES. 


The “ Woodman’s Hut,” for many years a very popular 
drama, was first played here on the 28th, the characters thus 


distributed : 

Ferdinand . . . . Mr. Srmpson. ' Bruhl ..... Mr. Jonzs. 
Schampf.... . ‘© PRITCHARD. Moritz . . .. . ‘‘ BARNES. 
Wolfender . . . ‘** ROBERTSON. Amelia. .... Mrs. Barwrs. 


November 4th, Mrs. Darley made her first appearance this 
season, as Helen Worrett. On the 7th, a Mr. Adamson, from 
the Bath Theatre, first appeared in New York as Tyke. We 
do not know that he ever again played at the Park, but in 
1822 he was at the so-called City Theatre in Warren Street. 

Mr. Bibby soon after appeared as Richard, Romeo, Shylock, 
Sir Giles Overreach and Sir Perlinax McSycophant, being his 
last engagement at this establishment. 

Pocock’s operatic piece, “John of Paris,” was first given in 
New York on the 25th. Mr. Darley as John; Mr. Hilson as 
Pedrigo Potts ; Mr. Pritchard as Vincent ; and Mrs. Anderson 
as the Princess of Navarre, were all very happy in their 
respective parts. 

Congreve’s old comedy of “Love for Love” followed on the 
27th, for the first time in the Park Theatre, thus cast: 


Sir Seren Legend . Mr. Jones. Scandal . . . . Mr. Roperrson. 
Valentine. . .. . ‘«  Srmpson. Mrs. Frail. . . . Mrs. ALDI8. 

Ben ..... . ‘¢ HIsson. Mrs. Foresight . . ‘' BaLpwin. 
Foresight... . . ‘*  Bagngs. Miss Prue. . . . ‘* §S&. WHEATLEY. 
Tattle. . .... ‘¢ PRITCHARD. - Angelica . . . ‘«  DaRvey. 


December 2d. Mrs. Johnson, formerly the favorite of the 
town, re-appeared as Lady Randolph, after an absence of ten 
years in England. Time had robbed her of the charms of 
youth, but her appearance gave great pleasure to many of her 
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old admirers, and her performance of Jane Shore, Queen Eliza- 
beth, (“ Earl of Essex”) Madame Clermont, Eugenia and Violante, 
was such as to sustain her previous high reputation. On the 
vccasion of her benefit, she brought forward her daughter, 
who introduced a divertisement on the harp with unbounded 
applause—being her first appearance since early childhood. 
“What Next?” a farce by Dibdin, was played on the 13th, 


as follows: 

Col. Touchwood. . . Mr. Rospsrtson, Sharp... . . Mr. DARLEY. 
Major Touchwood . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Mrs. Prudence . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Snaggs . . . ‘6 BARNES. Clarissa... . ‘* ANDERSON. 


On the 18th, Cooper commenced an engagement as Hamlet ; 
and on the 20th, for the first time in New York, gave a mas- 
terly delineation of Bertram. His performances extended 
to the 13th of January, when, for his benefit, he appeared as 
Beverly, in the “ Gamester.” 

Mr. Hilson took his benefit, December 30th, appearing as 
Jack Bowline, in Dunlap’s “Fraternal Discord;” and also 
producing, for the first time, Allingham’s musical farce of 
“ Transformation,” with the following cast: 


Makesafe. . .. . Mr. Jonss. ; Caution. . . . . Mr. BALDWIN. 
Laglast . . . . . ‘+ PRITCHARD. | Adelaide . . . . Mrs. ANDERSON. 
Chameleon... . ‘* HILSON. Judith... . . ‘¢ BALDWIN. 
Malachi... . . ‘¢ DaRey. 


January Ist, 1817, in addition to “ Lovers’ Quarrels” and 
the “Poor Soldier,” Dibdin’s romance of the “Ninth Statue, 
or the Irishman in Bagdad,” was played with great success, 
for the first time in America, the characters thus distributed : 


Prince Zeyn . . . . Mr. Roperrtson. Cobad .... . Mr. GRAHAM. 
Kilrooney. . . . . ‘6 PRITCHARD. Namouna . . . . Mrs. DAaBg.ey. 
Bubekir . ... . ‘+ BARNES. Musca ..... Miss DELLINGER. 
Morabec . ... . ‘¢ ANDERSON. Alcolomb . . . . Mrs. GrosHon. 
Pandac . . . . . ‘* BALDWIN. Gulna .... . ‘Ss BALDWIN. 


This drama has been frequently revived, and was last 
played at the Bowery a few years since. 

Mr. John Graham, whose name appears in the above cast, 
was a native of this city, and in the characters usually allotted 
him maintained a good repute for correctness and respecta- 
bility. During the war of 1812, Mr. G. served as an officer in 
the 13th Regiment U.S. Infantry, and obtained the approba- 
tion and esteem of his brother officers. 

On the 15th, Miss Ellen Augusta Johnson, daughter of the 
esteemed old Park favorites, made her dramatic début in the 
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“Child of Nature,” as Amanthis. She next appeared in “Love 
in a Village,” now played for the first time in ten ‘years, with 
the following superior cast: 


Sir W. Meadows. . . Mr. Jonzs. Hodge .... . Mr. BaLpwin. 
Young Meadows. . . ‘* DARLEY. Rosetta. . . . . Miss JoHNSON. 
Hawthorn . . . ** PRITCHARD. Lucinda. . « ‘4 Decuincge. 
Justice Woodcock - » ‘* BARNES, Mrs. Deborah . . . Mrs. Batpwry. 
Eustace . ... . ‘© BANCKER. Margery ... . ‘* GrosHON. 


Her third character was Lilla, in the “Siege of Belgrade,” 
and on the 20th, for her benefit,she personated Letitia Hardy, 
and Rosina, in the opera of that name, being received in all 
with the greatest applause—both playing and singing with 
uncommon excellence for a novice, having appeared but a 
few times at Drury Lane in 1815. 

Born in 1800, this young lady was now in the first blush of 
womanhood, and endowed with the greatest personal loveli- 
ness. To a finely proportioned figure of full medium height, 
she joined a graceful carriage and an artlessness of manner 
that at once won every heart. Her features were handsome 
and expressive, her eyes of the softest blue, her complexion of 
the most delicate fairness; and her hair, a rich auburn in 
color, and profuse in quantity, usually floated in easy curls 
over her snowy and well-turned shoulders. Her voice was 
musical, and in her clear ringing laugh, she eclipsed every 
actress that has ever trod the New York Stage. It was so 
light, merry, and joyous, so sympathetic in its tone and 
quality, that it affected every hearer, and compelled the audi- 
ence to join in unison with her. Under the judicious super- 
vision of her parents, she had acquired a thorough education, 
was mistress of several modern languages, and possessed every 
ornamental accomplishment suited to her sex. On becoming 
a regular member of the ccmpany, her beauty and merit as 
an actress, together with what was then considered her supe- 
rior singing, and her brilliant execution on the harp, at once 
placed her at the summit of popular favor, a position that she 
retained until the summer of 1830. She married Mr. Hilson, 
the eminent comedian, in August, 1825—a match of. the 
purest affection, and, we believe, of unalloyed happiness. On 
the death of Mrs. Johnson, in June, 1830, Mrs. Hilson’s mind 
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was so much afiected by the loss of a parent on whom she 
doted, that for a time she withdrew entirely from the stage ; 
and, on resuming the profession, principally traveled with her 
husband on the usual Southern and Western starring tours, 
until his death, in 1834. In the fall of 1835, she returned to 
the Park, sadly changed ; her beauty and her youth had fled 
together, and though she was kindly received for the sake of 
the past, she was unable to give her personations that vivid- 
ness and force that had once distinguished them. Her 
greatest failure was in serious characters, for she could still 
dash through a brilliant comedy part with great spirit, though 
her faded appearance contrasted mournfully with the assumed 
gayety of her manner. While still attached to the Park com- 
pany, Mrs. Hilson contracted the scarlet fever during her at- 
tendance on her only child, who was sick of the same dan- 
gerous disease. The child recovered ;—the mother died—on 
the morning of April 2d, 1837. The late William Leggett, — 
in the Plaindealer, thus summed up her character: “As a 
woman, she was pure, gentle and amiable; and she had the 
rare fortune, never more fully merited, of passing without the 
slightest stain or reproach through a walk of life peculiarly 
infested by the slanderers of female reputation. But so un- 
affected and guileless was Mrs. Hilson, that calumny dared 
not select her name for its subject, and licentiousness in 
her presence checked his ribald tongue, and stood rebuked 
to silence.” 

On the 22d of January, an engagement commenced with a 
fine equestrian corps, under the direction of Mr. West, from 
London—opening with “Timour the Tartar,” in which Mr. 
Robertson played Timour ; Mr. Parker, Kerim; Mr. Williams, 
Sanballet ; and Mrs. West, (a superior dancer, and an able melo- 
dramatic actress) Zorilda. Among the troupe were Camp- 
bell, a very capital clown; and Blackmore, a daring and 
skillful rope-dancer. ‘“Blue-Beard,” “ Lodoiska,” dnd the 
“Tiger Horde,” followed successively, drawing full houses 
until the engagement terminated on the 28th of February. 

Mr. Bartow, the debutant of last season, re-appeared on the 
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81st of March as Hamlet; and for his benefit, on the 10th, 
played Chamont, in the “Orphan.” 

On the 12th, a new comedy, called “My Wife, What Wife %” 
was produced for the first time with the cast below: 


Gov. Hurricane. . . Mr. BARNES. Paddeen .. . . Mr. PRITOHARD. 
Col.Gayton . . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Mrs. Gayton . . . Mrs. GrosHon. 
St. Ermont . . . . ‘f RopeEesrson. ‘ Constantia. . . . ‘* DABLEY. 
Pass ..... . ‘¢  HILson. 


On the 19th, Mr. Alexander Wilson made his first appear- 
ance in New York as Rolla. He was not destitute of merit, 
and possessed many excellent histrionic requirements. 

Ten years later, when playing in conjunction with Mr. 
Forrest at the Bowery Theatre, many conisdered him the 
better actor, but he never attained the latter's eminence. In 
1840, Mr. Wilson was the lessee and manager of the National 
Theatre, corner of Leonard and Church Streets, but his con- 
nection with the establishment resulted most disastrously. 
He died in retirement at Brooklyn, in 1848. 

Mr. Cooper now played another series of characters, and 
Mr. Jacob Woodhull made his debut as Jaffier. 

On the 5th of April, the latter appeared as Macbeth, for his 
benefit, being his third appearance on any stage. This gentle- 
man, whose real name was Hull, proved in after years a very 
valuable addition to the company, with which he was con- 
nected fora long time. Without attaining high distinction 
in any particular line, he was correct and respectable in all. 
As William Cox (a fine dramatic critic) remarked, in noticing 
the necessity he was under of either murdering, or of being 
murdered nightly, (in a theatrical way) “he was one of the 
most useful and ill-used actors that ever trod the boards of a 
theatre, but the blood-thirsty line was only a single branch of 
his extensive business. He played old misers and young 
spendthrifts, graybeards and lovers, walking gentlemen and 
half-pay officers, soldiers, sailors, Irishmen, Scotchmen, Dutch- 
men, Jews, Gentiles, Turks, French tailors and Indian savages, 
and all this work without offense, and most of it with satisfac- 
tion, to the audience. Night after night, week after week, 
month after month, year after year, in play, in interlude, and 
in farce, there was Mr. Woodhull; and yet, notwithstanding 
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all this, his senses continued perfect, and he went through 
his business with more propriety and rationality than many a ° 
would-be star.” Mr. Woodhull left the Park Theatre in the 
summer of 1832, and engaged with Barnes as Stage-manager 
of the Richmond Hill Theatre; but the cholera, whose first 
terrible visitation occurred that year, not only proved fatal to 
that enterprise, but also caused his death on the 31st of Au- 
gust. He was about 40 years of age. - 

Tobin’s comedy of the “Guardians, or the Faro-Table,” 
written in 1795, while its author was lying ill in bed, was 
first played in New York on the 9th of April; and, although 
comparatively successful, did not long retain possession of the 
stage. It was thus cast: 


Barton. .- ... . Mr. PRITCHARD. | Lady Welgrove . . Mrs. DARLEY. 


Waverly . . .. . ‘« SIMPSON. ied Nightshade . ‘S BALpwin. 

Sedgmore. . . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. Miss ee . » ‘ GpRosHon. 

Sapling .- ... . ‘«  Bagnes. Betty .... . Miss DELLINGER. 
Hint. 6 s % & # 4 ‘« HILson. 


On the 16th, Miss Johnson commenced a second engage- 
ment. She repeated several of her former parts, and for the 
first time appeared as Rosalind, Albina Mandeville, Hester, 
Florella, and for her benefit on the 25th, as Angela, in the 
“Castle Spectre,” and Variella, in the “Weathercock.” On 
the latter occasion, Mrs. Johnson made her lost appearance on 
the stage as Evelina. 

Dimond’s melo-drama, called the “Broken Sword,” was 
played here for the first time on the 25th, with the following 
cast: 

Col. Rigolio . . . . Mr. Parrronarp. | Pablo .... . Mr. BARnzs. 


Capt. Zavior. . . . ‘* HILson. _ Myrtillo. . .,.°. Mrs. Barnes. 
stewan .. . . .- ‘«  SImPson. | Rosara. . . . . ‘* DARLEY. 


It was beautifully played, and had a great run. 

“Exit by Mistake,” a comedy, was produced on the 10th of 
May, and repeated once or twice with little success. 

On the 14th, the “Watchword, or Quito Gate,” was first 
played, with Robertson as Don Julian; Simpson as Goyo- 
noche; Pritchard as Velasco; Barnes as Gil Popo; and Mrs, 
Barnes as Louisa. It received but little applause. 

.On the 19th, Reynolds’ comedy of “Folly as it Flies” was 
revived after a slumber of fourteen years. A nap of ten 
years followed, when it was awakened for the Bowery boards, 
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after which it took a sound sleep of twenty-seven years, when 
Mr. Wallack aroused it for a few nights at his Theatre, in 
1854. . 

June 2d, another of Maturin's tragedies, entitled “Manuel,” 
was presented to the public, with the following cast: 


Don Manuel). . . . Mr. PRITCHARD. | Montcalde . . . . Mr. Jowns. 
De Zelop . ... . ‘6 ROBERTSON. Victoria. . . . . Mrs. Barnns. 
Torresmond . . . . ‘* SIMPSON, Ximena. .... ‘¢  DaRLBY. 


This play abounded in beauties, yet its success bore no 
comparison to that of the author’s “Bertram.” It was revived 
at the Bowery, in 1852, with Mr. Eddy as Manuel, and Ma- 
tilda Heron as Victoria; and again with the same principals 
at Niblo’s Garden, in 1859. 

On the 6th, for his benefit, Mr. Simpson revived another of 
Reynolds’ comedies, called “Fortune’s Fool,” in which he 
played Ap Hazard; and also produced, for the first time, 
Oulton’s farce of “Frightened to Death,” thus cast: 


Phantom. ... . Mr. Simpson, ' Carlton . . . . Mr. Prrrowarp. © 
Sir J.Greybeard . . ‘‘ BAgnes, Mumps... .. . ‘© Hrsoy. 
Col. Bluff. . . . . ‘6 JONES. . Emily ..... Mrs. DaBLEY. 


On the 12th, the Theatre was honored by a visit from Presi- 
dent Monroe and suite, when Mr. Cooper played Macbeth, and 
Mrs. Groshon surprised the critics by her excellent delinea- - 
tion of his guilty wife. 

On the last night of the season, July 4th, Mr. Hilson ap- 
peared as Will Steady, in the “Purse,” and Barogo, in the 
“Toothache ;” and, for the first time in New York, Morton’s 
operatic drama of the “Slave,” with Bishop’s music, was played 
with the following cast: | 


Gambia ..... Mr. Ropertson. Fogram . . « Myr. HIson. 


Capt. Malcolm . . . ‘* PrRitcHaRD. Stella. . . . . Miss Deriineara. 
Clifton. . . .. . ‘¢ DARLEY. Mrs. Lindenberg . Mrs. Grosaon. 
Mat Sharpset . . . ‘4 SIMPSON. Miss Von Frump . ‘“ BaLpwin. 
Sum Sharpset . . . ‘* Barnzs. Zelinda . . “<  Dagusr. 


On the 9th, the Theatre was opened for the benefit of the 
Theatrical Fund tor Decayed Actors, when the “Slave” was 
repeated; Mrs. Barnes recited Collins’ “Ode on the Passions,” 
and Simpson, Hilson and Mrs. Darley appeared in “Catharine 
and Petruchio.” This Fund was in existence several years, and 
accumulated quite a handsome amount. Of its distribution, 
_or into whose hands it finally fell, no information ever tran- 
spired. 
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The new season at the Park commenced on the Ist of Sep- 
tember, 1817, with the comedy of “Laugh When You Can,” 
in which Mr. H. A. Williams (from the Boston Theatre) made 
his first appearance in New York as Gossamer. Mr. Williams 
was a versatile and useful actor in parts of less pretension, 
but was altogether unequal to the rank of first light come- 
dian. He was afterward well known in New York, but on 
separating from his wife, in 1828, went South, where he was 
living many years after. He left behind, among other chil- 
dren, a little girl, (adopted by the tragedian Maywood) who, 
as “La petite Augusta,” created a great sensation, in 1838, as 
a dancer, in the first theatres of the Union. 

On the 3d, Miss Johnson, now one of the regular company, 
made her appearance as Letitia Hardy. On the same evening, 
her father, after an absence of eleven years, again came before 
the public as Deputy Bull, in the “Review.” He was now far 
advanced in years, and wisely undertook a range of charac- 
ters subordinate to that in which he had formerly won 
great favor. | 

A Mr. Holland was announced as Giles, in the “Maid of the 
Mill,” on the 8th, his first and probably only appearance. On 
the 11th, for the first time, was played the melo-drama of the 
“Bold Buccaneers, or the Discovery of Robinson Crusoe,” 
with the following cast: 


Robinson Crusoe. . . Mr. SImpson. Diego. . ... Mr. Rosperreon. 
Friday. . . -..- . ‘« BanokgR. Nipcheese. . . . ‘* Bapwss. 
Blah eo. 8%, tea A 2s ‘¢  HIvsow. Inez. ww ewe Mrs. GrosHon. 
Windlass. . . . . ‘* PRITCHARD. 


It was very successful, and is still often played at the minor 
theatres. A pantomime, on the same subject, had been pro- 
duced many years before. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Young re-appeared, for a few nights, 
after a lapse of eight years. The lady, still young and lovely, 
commenced her engagement on the 12th, as the Widow Cheerly ; 
and her husband—noisy and blustering as ever—opened on 
the 18th, as Charles Austencourt. 

Shiel’s tragedy of the “ Apostate,” so long a favorite with 
actors and audiences, was first presented to the New York 
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public on the 22d, and admirably performed by the annexed 


cast: " 

Pescara ..... Mr. PrRiItcHaRp. Alvarez . . . . Mr. Jones. 
Hemeya .... . ‘¢ SIMPSON. | Florinda . . . . Mrs. Barsyzs. 
Malec. . .... ‘© ROBERTSON. 


Mrs. Barnes added another leaf to her laurel chaplet, by 
her exquisite personation of the heroine. 

The plays of Shiel and Maturin, though popular with the 
public, were no favorites with Halleck, Drake & Co., authors 
of the celebrated “Croaker” satirical poems, then in course of 
publication; and, although they had paid a neat compliment 
to Mrs. Barnes, in the following lines, 

‘Mrs. Barnes! Shakspeare’s heart would have beat had he seen her ; 
Her magic has drawn from me many a tear; 
And ne’er shall my pen or its satire chagrin her, 
While pathos, and genius, and feeling are dear!" 
yet, in another poem, addressed to her, they ejaculate— 


“ Think, lady, what we're doomed to feel— 
By Heaven! ’twould rouse the wrath of stoics, 
To see the queen of sorrows deal 
In thundering, lofty, low by Shiel, 
Or mad Maturin’s mock heroics !”’ 


Soane’s admirable domestic drama of the “Innkeeper’s 
Daughter” was brought out on the 29th, as follows: 


Langley . .. .- - Mr. BaLpwWin. Tricksey . . . . Mr. Jonxgs. 
Monckton . . . .  ‘* ROBERTSON. Hane Ketzler. . . ‘* Danruey. 
Richard . . . =. .« ** SIMPSON. Mary .... . Mrs. DARLEY. 
Harrop .... -» ‘© PRITCHARD. Marianne. . . . ‘* WHrarf.ey. 
Edward .... . “ WIians. 


Mrs. Darley’s pathetic representation of the Innkeeper’s 
Daughter was received with every demonstration of applause, 
proving that she still held her old position in the estimation 
of the public, notwithstanding the powerful rivalry of the 
fascinating Mrs. Barnes. 

On the 30th, Mr. Spiller first appeared this season as Bob 
Acres. On the 8d of October, he played Doctor Pangioss, in 
the “Heir at Law”—Mrs. H. A. Williams making her debw 
here on the same night, as Cicely Homespun. This lady was 
born at Bath, England; in 1793; and, previous to appearing in 
New York, had been, with her husband, attached to the Boston 
Theatre. She was never a favorite on the Park Stage, but in 
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other theatres excited a good share of admiration, and at- 
tracted much attention by her performance of leading male 
characters in several tragic plays. She married Mr. Robert 
Maywood in 1828, very shortly after a separation from her 
first husband. She passed through almost every grade of 
character during her connection with the American Stage, 
and, we believe, finally played the line of “Old Women” at 
one of the Western theatres. She was last in New York at 
the Greenwich Theatre, in 1846, and died at the West about 
1855. - 

The celebrated Charles Incledon, at this time the most 
renowned of English vocalists, made his first appearance in 
America on the 20th as Hawthorn, in “Love in a Village.” 
He subsequently appeared as Tom Tug, Steady, Giles, (in the 
“Maid of the Mill”) Macheath, Patrick, Harry Blunt and 
Don Cesar, in the “Castle of Andalusia.” He did not com- 
mand the applause that had been anticipated, and on the 
night that the “ Beggars’ Opera” was given, great dissatisfac- 
tion was expressed with the piece, which had not for many 
years been played in New York. “Black-eyed Susan” was 
called for, and quite a row ensued, in consequence of Mr. 
Incledon’s declining to sing it. His great fame attracted 
large audiences during his first engagement; but he was now 
past the prime of life, burly in person, careless in dress, and 
as poor an actor (out of his songs) as ever walked the stage ; 
and the feeling of disappointment was very general, save 
among the few who were able to appreciate his surpassing 
excellence as a vocalist. 

Mr. Incledon was a native of Cornwall, England, born in 
1757, the son of a respectable physician, by whom he was 
articled to Mr. Jackson, of Exeter, a then celebrated musical 
composer. Here he remained some six or seven years, at the 
end of which he entered as a midshipman on board the For- 
midable, A.D. 1779, went to the West Indies, and was in 
several engagements. He returned 8 England in 1782, and 
made his first appearance on the Stage at Southampton, as 
Alphonso, in the “ Castle of Andalusia;” whence he was soon 
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promoted to Bath; and from there, under the patronage of 
the celebrated Rauzzini, to Vauxhall, London, where his suc- 
cess was so great that he was engaged at Covent Garden, 
where he first appeared, in October, 1790, as Dermot, in the 
“Poor Soldier;” the audience soon acknowledging that, to 
one of the finest voices ever heard, he united the greatest 
science, pathos, taste, and execution. His song of the “Storm” 
was a masterly and astonishing performance, and his style was 
so expressive of the horrors of the tempest, and the confusion 
and despair of the sufferers, that, independent of the amaze- 
ment excited by the vast power and flexibility of voice he dis- 
played in this difficult undertaking, the effect upon the audi- 
ence was always as strong as any impression produced by the 
finest piece of acting. Mr. Incledon added greatly to his 
reputation by his very fine and affecting execution of sacred 
music, during the Lent Oratorios. 

The writer of the memoir (published in 1801) from which 
we gather the above particulars, asserts his belief that there 
never had been, and probably never again would be, a vocal 
performer of equal excellence. “In his peculiar province he 
stands alone, like Mrs. Siddons, and seems to defy all compe- 
tition.” 

Mr. Incledon left New York in August, 1818, and died at 
Worcester, England, February 11th, 1826, at the age of 69. 

Immediately after the close of his engagement, another vo- 
calist appeared, who created a very different impression, and 
at once attained the very highest summit of populer favor. 
This was Mr. T. Phillipps, who came out as Count Belino, on 
the 3d of November. He afterward played Yuung Meadows, 
Prince Orlando, the Seraskier, and for his benefit on the 
24th, Carlos, in the “ Duenna;” and Captain Beldare, in “ Love 
Laughs at Locksmiths.” 

To a fine personal appearance he added considerable merit 
as an actor; his voice was unrivaled for sweetness, he articu- 
lated distinctly, and Sing with more feeling and expression 
than any other male vocalist who had been heard here, Incle- 
don only excepted. Mr. Phillipps made two visits to this 
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country, and last appeared at the Park in June, 1823. He 
met with his death by an accident on the Grand Junction 
Railway, England, October 27, 1841. : 

In November, the “Conquest of Taranto” was first played, 
and, with the following cast, became quite popular: 


Aben Hamet. .. . Mr. Pritcsarp Rinaldo. . .. . Mr. SIMPSON. 
Gonzalo . . ... 6 JONES. Rosalind . . . . Miss JoHNson. 
Valentio . . ... ‘6 ~~ ROBERTSON. Oriana. .... Mrs. DARLEY. 


Also, for the first time, Pocock’s melo-drama of the “ Liber- 
tine,” taken from the old pantomime, and afterward, with the 
addition of some of Mozart’s music, represented on the English 


stage as the opera of “ Don Giovanni.” 
Don Juan . . » . Mr. Simpson. Leporello . . . . Mr. HiItson. 


Don Pedro... . ‘*§ GRAHAM. Elvira. .... Mrs. DARLEY. 
Don Octavio. . . . ‘¢ PRITCHARD. Leonora ... . ‘6 ~~ GROBHON. 
Maseetto . . .. . ‘s DaRLzy. | Zerlina. .... Miss JoHNSON. 


Mr. Phillipps’ second engagement commenced December 7th. 
His new parts were Lord Aimworth, Patrick and Don Sylvio. 

Mr. Hilson’s engagement terminated this month, and on the 
17th he surprised his friends by his forcible personation of 
Richard ITIL, for his benefit. 

On the 19th, Mr. Cooper commenced an engagement, during 
which, for the first time in New York, he appeared as Malec, 
in the “Apostate,” and King John. On his benefit night, 
January 14th, 1818, he played Mark Antony, and Young 
Wilding, in the “Liar;” and between the pieces Miss John- 
son sang “Jessy, the Flower of Dumblane,” to her own accom- 
paniment on the harp, exciting the highest feeling of admira- 
tion by the sweetness and grace of her performance. 

On the 16th of January, in the character of Shylock, first 
appeared on the American Stage, Henry J. Finn, who after- 
ward acquired distinguished celebrity as an actor, author, 
dramatist and artist. During this engagement, he also ap- 
peared as Sir Edward Mortimer, Lord Ogleby, and Belcour, in 
the “West Indian,” evincing much talent, and giving fair 
promise of future excellence. 

Mr. Finn was born at Cape Breton, about A.D. 1790. His 
father had been in the British Navy, but was a resident of 
this city while our hero was still a child. Young Finn’s edu- 
cation commenced at Traphagen’s Academy, at Hackensack; 
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thence he was sent to Finley’s Latin School at Newark, and 
finally completed his classical education at Princeton College ; 
being afterward a student-at-law with Thomas Phenix, Esq., 
at one time U.S. District Attorney for New York. It was 
during his clerkship that he first obtained an entree behind 
the scenes, at the Park Theatre, a privilege that was soon put 
to an end by Mr. Price, at the request of Mr. Pheenix. His 
father dying, he soon after embarked with his mother for 
England, in a vessel called the Esther Lindo, which foundered 
on her passage, and from which they were rescued by a pass- 
ing ship. Disappointed in the hope of finding his father’s 
relatives willing or able to assist them, their circumstances 
became very low, and young Finn for a while taught school. 
He then fell in with some strolling players, to whom his 
knowledge of painting was of great service, and with whom 
he first essayed the life of an actor. He finally worked his 
way to the Haymarket, where his excellent performance of 8 
little part (Thomas) in the “Sleepwalker” first attracted the 
notice and commendation of the audience. 

Returning to America, he made his first appearance as 
above stated, and afterward went to Savannah, Ga., where he 
made a lucky hit. He there became associate editor of the 
Savannah “ Georgian,” and his literary efforts were received 
with high encomiums. In 1821, he was again in London, 
obtaining considerable employment as a miniature painter, 
and occasionally playing an engagement in the provincial 
theatres. He ultimately was connected with the Surrey 
Theatre, as leading melo-dramatic tragedian; but the con- 
cern becoming insolvent, Mr. Finn returned to America, and 
on the 22d of October, 1822, appeared at Boston as Richard 
III. We had now a permanent situation, and, as actor and 
manager, ranked as a prominent favorite in that city for 
many years. Finding Cooper, Kean and others, in full pos 
session of all leading tragic parts, he abandoned that walk of 
the drama, and betook himself to a range of comedy in which 
he has been rarely equaled, and never excelled on the Ameri- 
can Stage. His Beau Shatterly, Billy Black, Paul Shack, Bob 
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Logic, Philip Garbois, Mons. Jacques, &c., were all highly fin- 
ished pieces of acting. He traveled asa star in the latter 
years of his life with great success, but unfortunately lost 
much of his earnings in bad investments during the univer- 
sal distress of 1837, &c. His wife was Miss Elizabeth Powell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 8. Powell, of the Boston Theatre. 

Mr. Finn was lost on the steamer Lexington, which was 
burnt on Long Island Sound, in January, 1840, almost in 
sight of his own home at Newport, to which he was return- | 
ing after a successful Southern tour. The last character he 
played was Mons. Jacques, at the Chestnut Street Theatre, 
Philadelphia, on the 8th of January, 1840. 

Mr. Finn’s character as a man is said to have been exem- 
plary in every respect. As a dramatist, he was the successful 
author of “Casper Hauser,” “Removing the Deposits,” the 
“Fall of Montgomery,” &c., all played with applause. His 
Comic Annuals, published many years since, proved his wit 
and humor to be in no wise inferior to the most famous pun- 
ster and humorist of the day—the noted Hood; while his 
more serious essays bore evidence of a highly cultivated taste 
and the purest morality of sentiment. He was one of those 
who serve to redeem the Stage from the odium thrown on its 
professors by their frequent immorality and licentiousness. 

Mr. Incledon commenced a second engagement on the night 
of February 2d, as Rashley, in the “Lord of the Manor;” 
he also appeared as Fairlop; (the “Woodman”) Belville; and 
for his benefit and last appearance in New York, on the 18th, 
as Carlos (“Duenna”) and Harry Blunt. His name had now 
lost its attraction, and his audiences were slim. 

Mr. Simpson, on the 16th, for his benefit, produced Gold- 
smith’s comedy of the “Good-Natured Man,” probably for the 
first time in New York. We have not found the complete 
cast, but to Messrs. Pritchard and Robertson were assigned 
the characters of Sir William and Mr. Honeywood ; to Mrs. 
Darley that of Miss Richland; and Mr. Simpson himself 
played Lofty. 

On the 18th, Mr. Woodhull made his first appearance this 
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season as Richard ITI, and on the 20th played, for his benefit, 
Zaphna, in “Mahomet.” A Mr. Hawxhurst made his débud on 
the 21st, as Pierre, to Woodhull’s Jaffer, and afterward per- 
sonated Gilenalvon, to the latter's Young Norval, and lago to 
his Othello, after which he is heard of no more. 

Oulton’s amusing farce of “My Landlady’s Gown,” with 
Barnes as Timothy Button, Darley as Mons.Genlis, and Pritchard 
as Dermot O' Finn, was played for the first time on the evening 
of March 2d. ) 

Mr. Phillipps commenced a third engagement on the 4th, 
as Count Belino; and on the 14th, for the first time in many 
years, Bickerstaff’s once highly popular opera of “Lionel and 
Clarissa” was played, with the following cast: 


Lionel. . . .. . Mr. T. PHILLipps. Lady Oldboy . . . Mrs. Batpwin. 
Col. Oldboy . . . . ‘“* Barnes. Diana. ... . ‘¢ Darvey. 
Harman .... . ‘¢ PRITCHARD. Clarissa . . . . Misa Jonnson. 
Jessamy ..... ‘* SIMPSON. Jenny .... . ‘«  DR&LLINGES, 


On the 20th, the famous and still enduring ballet panto- 
mime of “Mother Goose” was brought out: Mr. Barnes as 
Mother Goose; Mr. Parker as Colin; and Mrs. Parker as 
Colinette. The two latter had formerly been attached to 
West’s equestrian corps. Mr. Parker was a neat and graceful 
dancer, and for many years ballet-master at the Park, and 
was a teacher of his art in this city, where he resided until 
his death, which occurred December 238, 1858, at an advanced 
age. His public balls at Tammany Hall must be well re- 
membered by all dancing democrats. His wife was petite, 
pretty and pleasing—the best Columbine known to our Stage 
for years, and quite happy in such parts as Little Pickle, &c. 

On the 27th, Shakspeare’s comedy of “Measure for Meas- 
ure” was played for the first time in New York, Mr. Prit- 
chard as the Duke of Austria; Mr. Robertson, Angelo; Mr. 
Simpson, Claudio; Mr. Barnes, Elbow; and Mrs. Barnes as 
Isabella. 

April 1st, the drama of “Frederick the Great” was pro- 
duced, as follows: 


Frederick. . .. . Mr. PRITCHARD. Stork ..... Mr. Barynes. 
Charles .... . sé SIMPSON, Matilda. . .. . Mrs. Barnes. 
Governor. ... . ‘6 JONES. Charlotte... . ‘* G@rosHon. 
Brandt. . ... . ‘s ROBERTSON. 


On the 3d, Mr. Simpson took a farewell benefit previous to 
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visiting Europe, for the purpose of engaging recruits for the 
next season. - The entertainments were, Murphy’s fine comedy 
of “ All in the Wrong,” with Simpson and Mrs. Barnes as Sir 
John and Lady Restless; and for the afterpiece, a new melo- 
drama, called the “Falls of Clyde,” with Pritchard as Ken- 
mure; Robertson as Farmer Enfield ; Simpson as Edward ; 
and Mrs. Barnes as Ellen Enfield. 

On the 6th, Mr. Arthur Keene, a young Irishman, who had 
come hither “to seek his fortune,” possessing a tenor voice of 
great sweetness, and some knowledge of music, and en- 
couraged by the great success of Phillipps, undertook the 
character of Henry Bertram, in “Guy Mannering.” He made 
a favorable impression, notwithstanding an untortunate acci- 
dent that befell him on his entree. His foot tripping, he fell 
with considerable force flat on the stage, but the kindness 
and propriety of manner exhibited by Miss Johnson, who was 
engaged in the same scene, and his own self-possession, hap- 
pily soon relieved him from the embarrassment of the occur- 
rence, and he went through the character triumphantly to 
the end. He soon after appeared as Patrick and Carlos, with 
equal success, and in after years became an eminently favorite 
vocalist. When Malibran sung in English opera at the Bow- 
ery Theatre, in 1827, she was supported by Mr. Keene, who 
received from her many commendations for the purity of his 
voice, and the correctness of his execution. 

After several years’ absence from America, he returned here 
in 1833, and appeared at several concerés at Castle Garden 
and Niblo’s. He afterward resided at Nashville, Tennessee, 
and, we think, died at Mobile about the year 1835. 

Mr. Hilson commenced a new engagement on the 8th of 
April as Trapanti ; and during Mr. Simpson’s absence, attended 
to the duties of the stage department. 

The lively farce of “ Husbands and Wives” was admirably 
played for the first time in America on the 17th, thus cast: 


Sir P. Peery - « + Mr. Jones, | Lady Sarah Peery . Mrs. Grosion. 
Capt. Wingem . . . ‘* PRITOHARD. Eliza Beaumont. . Miss JOHNSON. 
Capt.Tickall. . . . ‘* Roserrson. | Dame Brierly. . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Humphrey Grub . . ‘“* HILSON. Rose Grub. . . . ‘* BARNES. 


Farmer Clover . . . ‘* BARngs. 
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May 4th, Dibdin’s comedy, “The Will for the Deed,” was 
brought out, but never became popular. It was thus cast: 


Old Hairbrain . . . Mr. Bagngs. Motto. ... . Mr. HI.son. 
Harry Hairbrain . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Acorn. .... ‘« RoBERTSON. 
Manly. .... . ‘* GRAHAM, | Mrs. Reference . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Antimony. . .. . ‘6 JONES. Mise Manly . . . ‘* WHATLEY. 


Mr. T. Phillipps’ fourth engagement commenced on the 
6th, and terminated on the 20th; his new characters were, 
Sandie, in the “Highland Reel,” and Captain Seymour, in 
“Fontainbleau.” The “Bride of Abydos,” dramatized from 
Byron’s celebrated poem, was produced on the 23d, and en- 
joyed a partial success, with Pritchard as Selim, Robertson 
as Giaffier, and Mrs. Barnes as Zulieka. 

June ist. Mr. Hilson took his benefit, appearing as Fal- 
staff, in the “Merry Wives of Windsor,” and reviving, for the 
first time in eighteen years, the drama called the “ Recess, or 
Secret Panel,” in which he played Muskato, and Mrs. Barnes, 
Beatrice. — 

On the 8th of June, the operatic drama from Scott’s “ Rob 
Roy” was first presented to the public of New York, thus 
cast : 


Rob Roy . ... - Mr. RoBEstson. | Owen... .. Mr. JoNngzs. 
Francia. ... . “© DARLEY. | Diana Vernon . . Mrs. DARLEY. 
Rashleigh. . . . . ‘¢ PRITCHARD. | Helen McGregor. . ‘* Bagpwnes. 
Baillie Jarvie . . . ‘* HILSON. 


On the 15th, Mrs. Darley took her farewell benefit, previous 
to her removal to Philadelphia, appearing as Lady Bell, in 
“ Know Your Own Mind.” Mr. Cooper began an engagement 
as Pierre on the 29th, and played till the close of the season. 

“Who’s My Father?” an amusing farce, was first played 
on the 4th of July: Lord Alten, Mr. Pritchard; Major Flank, 
Barnes; Fitzcloddy, Hilson; Emily, Miss Johnson; Fanny 
Fetch, Mrs. Darley. This piece was revived as lately as 1840, 
at Mitchell’s Olympic. The season terminated on the 8th, 
with a benefit tor the Theatrical Fund, when Cooper per- 
sonated the Duke Aranza, and Mr. Pritchard recited a Monody 
on the Death of Gen. Montgomery, whose remains had been 
brought from Quebec, and interred that day in front of St 
Paul’s Church, beneath the handsome monument erected to 
his memory by Congress. 

The same evening, Mrs. Holman made her first appearance 
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on the New York Stage, singing with brilliant effect “The 
Soldier Tired of War's Alarms,” and the celebrated Echo song, 
accompanied on the flute by Mr. Meline. We have before 
mentioned that this lady, when Miss Lattimer, had been 
brought from England for the Charleston Theatre by Mr. 
Holman, to whom she was married in August, 1817, two days 
before his lamented death. In March, 1819, the announce- 


ment of her marriage to Isaac Starr Clason appeared, but by 


his mame she was never known to the New York Stage. In 
the summer of 1824, she again married, (C. W. Sandford, Esq., 
a distinguished lawyer of this city, now holding a high mili- 
tary rank) and retired from the Stage; but on her husband’s 
becoming the proprietor of the Lafayette Theatre, she resumed 
her profession, and appeared there in October, 1826. She last 
played at the Park in the summer of 1829. Attractive in her 
personal appearance, refined and lady-like in her manners, she 
united to a sweet and powerful voice as high a degree of cul- 
tivation as was then deemed essential to the most finished 
singer, and during the greater part of the time she was at- 
tached to the New York Stage, she had “no rival near her 
throne,” and was held in the highest admiration by all. She 
died in New York, after a ene illness, on the Ist Sep-, 
se 1859. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


Park Theatre, 1818-19—Pavilion, Anthony Street, 1819—Park, 1819-20— 
Its Conflagration—Anthony Street, 1820. 


WITH the close of the previous season ended the 
engagements of Mr. and Mrs. Darley, Mr. Hilson, Mr. 
o 86 Jones, Mr. and Mrs. H. Williams, and Mra. Groshon, 
all valuable and important performers. But Mr. Simpson had 
not been idle in Europe; he had engaged, either as stars or 
for the stock company, an array of artists such as had never 
before been presented to the public in the course of one sea- 
son, including Mr. and Mrs. Bartley, Mr. James Wallack, Mr. 
Maywood, Mr. Kilner, Miss Leesugg, (atterward Mrs. Hackett) 
- Messrs. Howard, Moreland, Garner, Blair, and Goll; while, 
within our own borders, the services of Mrs. Entwistle, and of 
Mr. Dykes, heretofore noticed, were also secured. 

The following were the entertainments on the opening 
night, August 31st, 1818: 
The Soldier’s Daughter ; 


Goy. Heartall . . 2. 2. 2. 2. 6 ee ee . . . . «© |. Mr. Baanes. 
Frank Heartall (his first appearance since his return from Europe) . ‘** S1MpPpsow. 
Malfort,Sr. 2. 2 1 kw 1 ee ee ee ee ew eC ROBERTSON. 
Malfort. Jr... . . ‘ BS a ed) See as we cat as SEP. PREPCRARD, 
Capt. Woodley. . . . . (Last appearance in America) . . . . ‘* MOogeELanp. 
Timothy Quaint. . . . (first appearance in nine years) . . . . ‘** DyYkKes. 
Widow Cheerly.. . (first appearance Insix years) . . . . Mrs. ENTWIsTLs. 
and, The Irishman in London. 

Murtoch Delany . (from Dublin, his first appearance in America) . Mr. BLarr. 


Mr. Harry George Moreland was from the York Theatre, 
and, though not distinguished by any eminent ability, pos- 
sessed talents of that useful and available sort which ren- 
dered him a desirable acquisition. He was a very pleasing 
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singer, with a flexible but rather weak voice; a correct reader, 
and, as an actor in the lighter characters of the drama, al- 
ways gave satisfaction. He married Miss Aspinall, a favorite 
dancer, about 1826, and died in New York, June 18th, 1832. 
Mr. Blair’s Irish performance was marked by no distinguished 
excellence. 

On the next evening, Sept. Ist, a very successful début was 
made by Miss Catharine Leesugg, from the Birmingham 
Theatre, in the characters of Jessy Oatland and Martan 
Ramsay. | 

“There's sweet Miss Leesugg—by the by, she’s not pretty : 
She’s a little too large, and has not too much grace ; 


Yet there’s something about her so witching and witty, 
"Tis pleasure to gaze on her good-humored face.”’ 


A compliment from the “Croakers” must necessarily have 
been deserved, and none were more worthy of it at this time 
than the charming Miss Leesugg. She was now in the health- 
ful bloom of youth, with a frank and open countenance, full 
of mirth and humor,—fine, sparkling eyes, a buxom figure, a 
clear, melodious voice, great sprightliness and vivacity, and, 
notwithstanding alittle awkwardness of manner, won her way 
at once to every heart. She was, in fact, the very Hebe of 
actresses. Her forte was comedy; her merry, romping country 
lasses have never since been equaled, and her chambermaids 
were almost equally meritorious. She was not as happy in 
the fine lady of comedy, nor in tragic parts, although she 
frequently played, and with considerable merit, such charac- 
ters as the Queen, in “Hamlet ;” Emilia, Volumnia, &c. Miss 
Leesugg was born in England about the year 1798, and at a 
very early age was introduced to the Stage, where her remark- 
able vocal powers and precocious histrionic abilities acquired 
for her the cognomens of the Infant Billington and Roscius, 
by which she was known in the British provincial theatres as 
early as 1805. 

On her arrival in America, her noble contralto voice at once 
attracted attention; and, possessing considerable science and 
skill, she was by many considered superior to any singer that 
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had preceded her, and by all she was allowed to take equal 
rank with Mrs. Burke and Mrs. Holman. While in the very 
height of her popularity, in 1819, she married Mr. Hackett, 
the comedian, (who was at that time engaged in mercantile 
life) and left the stage. On resuming the profession in 1826, 
(in consequence of her husband’s pecuniary difficulties) her 
powers as a vocalist and comic actress again shone forth in 
full maturity, and for several years she was one of the first 
favorites of the town. She made her last appearance on the 
Park stage on her final retirement, in June, 1832, as Maria, in 
“Of Age To-morrow.” In 1838, on the 19th of May, she once 
more emerged from her seclusion, for her husband’s benefit 
at the National Opera House, where she appeared as Susan, in 
“Perfection,” to the Kate O’Brien of her sister, Mrs. Sharpe. 
Her person was then almost too large for the stage, and her 
appearance indicated the presence of dropsy, a disease with 
which we have understood she was afilicted in her latter years. 
She died at her husband’s residence, Jamaica, L. I., December 
4th, 1845, aged 47 years. 

On the 2d of September, 1818, Mr. James Howard, from the 
Brighton Theatre, made his first bow in America, in the char- 
acter of Henry Bertram. He possessed a pure, sweet, tenor 
voice, a good face and figure, and as a vocalist for several 
years enjoyed the highest favor. He last played at the Park 
Theatre in 1828, and after an absence of seven years, re- 
appeared in concerts at Niblo’s Garden, in the summer of 
1835, with considerable success, although obliged to use 
crutches for support, having had one or both legs fractured 
during his retirement. Mr: Howard was born in London, 
about the year 1798, and died in Philadelphia in 1848. 

Mr. Garner, another addition to the company, first appeared 
on the 3d, as Valverde, in “ Pizarro,” and Dermot, in the “ Poor 
Soldier.” In the performance of the latter piece, the new- 
comers were all enlisted—Mr. Howard as Patrick; Mr. More- 
land, Capt. Fitzroy; Mr. Blair, Father Luke; Mr. Barnes, 
Darby ; Mr. Bancker, Bagatelle ; Miss Johnson, Norah; and 
Miss Leesugg, Kathleen. Mr. Garner, with an agreeable figure, 
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correct gesticulation, and a pleasing voice, was a valuable ac- 
quisition for the lighter operatic parts, and also appeared as 
a fop, or valet, to considerable advantage. We remember him 
last in New York, at the Lafayette Theatre, about 1828. He 
died at Baltimore in 1843. 

Mr. Goll, a dancer, first appeared on the 4th of September, 
as Barebones, in the ballet of the “ Miser.” 

On the 7th, Mr. James W. Wallack, afterward for many 
years proprietor of Wallack’s Theatre, in this city, made his 
first appearance in America as Macbeth ; following it in suc- 
cession with Cortolanus, Rolla, Romeo, Hamlet, and Richard 
III, playing all with triumphant success. Mr. Wallack was 
born in London, August 24th, 1794, the day on which Astley’s 
Amphitheatre was destroyed by fire, an event which, it is said, 
precipitated his entrance into this breathing world. 

His father, William Wallack, was an admired nautical actor 
at that establishment, and his mother, a daughter of the cele- 
brated mime Johannot, was the best actress that ever trod its 
boards. She was a woman of superior mind, and very far 
above the station into which fate had thrown her. She was 
the mother also of Mrs. Jones, the favorite of New York in 
1806, and of Henry Wallack, and of Mrs. Stanley, (well known 
here as Mrs. Hill) and of Mrs. Pincott, of London, whose 
daughter, Mrs. A. Wigan, is now one of the greatest favorites 
of the British Metropolis. 

James Wallack’s name first appears on a playbill, on EKaster 
Monday, 1798, at the opening of the Royal Circus, afterward 
the Surrey Theatre, in a drama, entitled “Black Beard,” which 
run one hundred and thirteen nights. When still very young, 
he received the appointment of midshipman in the navy, but 
unable to resist the fascinations of the stage, he declined the 
dangers of the sea, and at the age of twelve, made his début 
at the German Theatre, Leicester Square, whence he was soon 
called to Drury Lane, to personate the few parts adapted to 
' his age. He afterward spent three years in Dublin, but re- 
turned to London in 1812, and made his first appearance at 
the Lyceum Theatre, where the Drury Lane company were 
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then playing, as Sangvida, in the “Wood Demon.” On Drury 
Lane Theatre being rebuilt, he appeared there on its opening 
night as Laertes, to the Hamlet of Mr. Elliston. From this 
period his reputation as an actor commenced, and in the 
youthful heroes of genteel comedy, and in many second char- 
acters of tragedy, he soon greatly distinguished himself. In 
parts of a more melo-dramatic cast he for many years stood 
unrivaled, both in England and America. His Rolla, Rob 
Roy, Roderick Dhu, Falconbridge, Massaroni, &c., were gener- 
ally allowed to rank above all competition. In another very 
dissimilar line, embracing characters of a more domestic 
nature—the blunt yet honest farmer, the warm-hearted sailor, 
and others combining homeliness of expression with great 
natural feeling and pathos—he stood a model of excellence. 
In this list we may include his Martin Heywood, Walter, 
“ Children in the Wood,” Capt. Copp, Adam Brock, Michael in 
the “ Adopted Child,” &c. In the class of characters usually 
performed by Charles Kemble, such as Benedick, Mercutio, 
Duke Aranza, Mr. Oakley, Petruchio, Charles Surface, &c., 
Mr. Wallack, in his meridian, nearly equaled the high artistic 
finish thrown around them by that eminent comedian, and 
infinitely surpassed him in voice, face, and every other per- 
sonal requisite; indeed, it may be questioned also, in this 
line, whether he has ever been equaled on the American 
stage, for Kemble was too far past his prime to represent 
his best parts effectively, when he played in this hem- 
sphere. 

Mr. Wallack attained his high position by the most careful 
study and unceasing cultivation of his powers, and the results 
were plainly perceivable in every character he personated, 
even in those where he was the least successful. In Shak- 
speare’s finest tragic parts, and in other heroes of passion and 
intense excitement, he was probably inferior to Cooper, Kean, 
Booth or Forrest. It was remarked of him that he was first 
in his line, but that his line was not the first. 

Mr. Wallack early became a citizen of the United States, 
but frequently revisited his native land. 
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In 1822, shortly after his second arrival here, he had the 
misfortune to break his leg by an accident occurring to the 
stage-coach in which he was journeying from New York to 
Philadelphia; but it was very skillfully set, and although con- 
fined to his room for months, no trace of the disaster ap- 
peared when he was at last able to throw away his crutches. 

He was here again in 1828, in 1832, and in 1884, ’35 and ’36. 
In 1837, he became the manager of the National Theatre— 
formerly the Italian Opera House, corner of Leonard and 
Church Streets—and under his regime, the elder Vandenhoff, 
Miss Shirreff, Mr. and Mrs. Seguin, Wilson the vocalist, James 
Browne, W. H. Williams and other eminent artists, were first 
introduced to the American Stage. His connection with this 
establishment terminated by its unfortunate conflagration in 
the tall of 1839, and he again returned to Europe. In 1843-'44, 
he played several engagements at the Park Theatre, then 
sinking rapidly to its fate, with less success than he deserved, 
and he again set sail for England, where he remained until 
1852, when he came out to assume the management of the 
Lyceum Theatre, which, under Brougham’s management, had 
sunk to the lowest ebb of poverty. Gathering around him a 
few choice spirits, the prestige of his name at once attracted 
public attention, and by his superior taste and judgment, his 
pieces were put upon the stage in a style surpassing any 
other establishment in the city, while his own performances, 
a8 well as those of his company, generally satisfied the most 
fastidious critic, and resulted pecuniarily with equal satisfac- 
tion to himself. 

At this house he closed his career as an actor, having per- 
sonated within its walls along list of his most celebrated 
characters, and, in 1859, enacted his last original part, Colonel 
Delmar, in the drama of the “Veteran,” written by his son, 
John Lester Wallack. 

At the termination of his lease here, he built the present 
(1866) Wallack’s Theatre, in Broadway, corner of Thirteenth 
Street, which was first opened on the 25th of September, 1861, 
and at the close of the season in 1862, he last appeared before 
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the curtain to return his acknowledgments to his friends for 
their liberal patronage. 

Mr. Wallack was for several years a sufferer from gout and 
- asthma—diseases which finally caused his death at his resi- 
dence in Fourteenth Street, on the 25th of December, 1864, 
at the age of 70 years and 4 months. 

In his prime, his face was eminently handsome, intellectual 
and expressive, his figure finely proportioned, his attitudes 
strikingly elegant and graceful, and his voice rich, strong and 
melodious. His elocution was so fine and impressive, that we 
have heard that the late distinguished prelate, Bishop Wain- 
wright, many years since applied to him for a course of les- 
sons in the art, which he declined giving, on the ground that 
the reverend gentleman, who was indeed a most accomplished 
reader, was already his superior. Mr. Wallack married, in 
early life, a daughter of the celebrated Irish comedian and 
vocalist, Johnstone, the predecessor of Power on the London 
Stage; and Mr. Lester Wallack, born in America, in es 
was the first offspring of the union. 

Immediately after the close of Mr. Wallack’s engagement, 
Mr. Cooper opened as Macbeth, following it up with Leon, 
Penruddock, Beverly, Marc Antony, Hamlet, Zanga, and for his 
benefit, on the 5th of October, Othello, supported in the latter 
character by Mr. Hilson as Jago, his first and only appearance 
during the season. 

Mrs. Holman commenced an engagement on the 7th of 
October, as Rosetta, her first appearance in this character on 
the New York boards. She also appeared as Adela, in the 
“Haunted Tower;” Mrs. Cornflower, in the “Farmer's Wife ;” 
Princess of Navarre and Rosina, and fully sustained the high 
opinion that had been formed of her merits at the close of 
the previous season. 

Mr. Wallack’s second engagement begun on the 8th, when 
~ he appeared as Rolla, and continued playing on alternate 
nights with Mrs. Holman and others until his benefit, on the 
4th of November. His new parts were Octavian, Alexander, 
Achmet, in “ Barbarossa,” Reuben Glenroy, Sir Edward Mort- 
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mer, Jaffier, Stranger, Othello, and on his benefit night, in the 
new farce of “My Aunt,” his capital performance of Dick 
Dashall greatly increased his fame, and precluded all possi- 
bility of competition. In this still popular farce he was sus- 
tained by Spiller as Rattle, Baldwin as Soberlove, Mrs. Baldwin 
as Mrs. Corbett, and Miss Johnson as Emma. The other en- 
tertainments on that evening were the “Children in the 
Wood” and “Love a la Mode,” in which he was very success- 
ful as Walter and Sir Archy McSarcasm. . | 

On the 17th of October, Mr. T. Phillipps commenced his 
first engagement this season, as Count Belino, supported by 
Mrs. Holman as Rosalvina. On the 20th, they appeared as 
Prince Orlando and Floretta, in the “Cabinet;” and on the 
24th, as Henry de Rosier and Miss Hartington, in Tom Moore’s 
opera of “M. P., or the Bluestocking.” Sustained as the lat- 
ter now was by Simpson as Sir Charles, Moreland as Caplain 
Canvass, Robertson as Hartington, Spiller as Leatherhead, 
Miss Johnson as Miss Selwyn, and Miss Leesugg as Susan, it 
was far more popular than on its first prdfluction, in 1812. 
Mr. Phillipps and Mrs. Holman also appeared in the “Siege 
of Belgrade,” the “Maid of the Mill,’ and in “Brother and 
Sister.” Their combined attraction was a source of great - 
pleasure to the public, as well as of profit to the theatre. 

On the 27th of October, Mrs. Barnes made her first appear- 
ance for the season in the character of Belvidera, and was 
welcomed back with the most enthusiastic applause. 

On the same evening, Colman’s farce of “X. Y. Z.” was first 
played in America, with the following cast: 


Neddy Bray. . . . Mr. SpiLuge. Maria... ... Miss JoHNSON. 
Capt.Galliard . . . ‘4 MORELAND. Mrs. Mouser. . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Roscius Alldroes. . . ‘* RowERTSON. Dora Mumwell . . ‘“ BALDWIN. 
Ralph Hempseed . . ‘' BARNES. 


On the 13th of November, a drama called “Retribution” 
was produced, with Robertson as Varanes, Pritchard as Chos- 
roo, Simpson as Hamed, and Mrs. Barnes, Zimra. 

On the 14th, the amusing farce called “My Spouse and I” 


- was first played here, as follows: 


ORs oe os Se Mr. Spryuusr. Harriet. . . . . Miss JouNSON. 
Dick: a> ee ms ‘¢  PBITOHARD. Janet. .... ‘« LSESUGG. 
Paddock . . . .. ‘6 BARNES. Dame Paddock . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
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On the 18th, Mrs. Bartley, formerly Miss Smith, of Covent 
Garden, an eminent European favorite, made her first appear- 
ance in America, as Isabella. This lady was born at Liverpool, 
October 23d, 1783. Her father was an actor, by the name of 
Williamson, and her mother the daughter of General Dillon, 
of Galway, Ireland, renounced by her friends on account of 
her passion for the stage. At a very early age little Miss 
Williamson appeared at the Salisbury Theatre, and on her 
mother’s marriage with a Mr. Smith, another Thespian, in 
1793 was called by his name, and so continued to be until 
her own marriage with Mr. Bartley, on the 23d of Au- 
gust, 1815. After various vicissitudes consequent on the 
changing fortunes of her parents, she was engaged at Bath, 
which boasted the most fashionable of all the provincial 
theatres, where she was patronized by the most distin- 
guished people of the place. Her renown soon reached Lon- 
don, and in 1805 she was engaged at Covent Garden, at a 
high salary; but Mrs. Siddons being a member of the com- 
pany, and in poMession of all the most important parts that 
Miss Smith excelled in, she was of course precluded from 
playing them, and refusing to injure her repute by appearing 
in a different line, her engagement was of more advantage to 
her fortune than her fame. She afterward went to the Dublin 
Theatre, and, owing principally to her attraction, the season 
there, in 1809, resulted in a net profit of £9,000. Returning 
to Covent Garden, in 1810, on an engagement for three months, 
she became so great a favorite, that her benefit night, when she 
performed Isabella,drew£709. On the opening of the New Drury 
Lane Theatre, she was engaged as the principal tragic actress 
for three years, and filled that important situation to the entire 
satisfaction of the public and the management. After leaving 
America, she performed in the principal British provincial thea- 
tres as a star of the first rank, and in 1823 resumed her old sit- 
uation at Covent Garden. Mrs. Bartley died in London, Janu- » 
ary 14th, 1850, at the age of 67. She had long retired from 
the stage, and was throughout life as much esteemed for her 
private virtues as for her professional merits. 
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Mr. George Bartley, her husband, who made his début in 
America on the 19th of November, as Falstaff, was born in 
the city of Bath, England, in 1782, and ata very early age 
was engaged to play children’s characters at the theatre there, 
making his first appearance as the Page, to Elliston’s Will 
Steady, in the “Purse.” He was afterward placed in a mer- 
cantile concern, but being unable to resist the force of early 
predilections, he made his début in the summer of 1800, at 
Cheltenham, as Orlando, in “As You Like It,” with consider- 
able success. Some time after, while playing at Margate, he 
attracted the notice of Mrs. Jordan, who, as Rosalind, was 
much pleased with the excellence of his Orlando, and in con- 
sequence recommended him to the management of Drury 
Lane, where he was engaged, and first appeared December 
11th, 1802, in the same character, with a success so decided 
that for five years he supported in that theatre an extensive 
range in the drama, with a continued increase of reputation. 
He afterward engaged as stage manager with Mr. Arnold, of 


. the English Opera House, and gave so much satisfaction that, 


previous to his visiting America, the manager and performers 
joined in giving him a splendid dinner in the saloon of the 
theatre, September 13th, 1818. On his return to England, his 
great merit kept him in continual and profitable employment 
until his final retirement from the stage, in February, 1853. 
He died of paralysis, July 22d, 1858, aged 76 years. In early 
and middle life his talents were happily displayed both in the 
serious and comic walks of the drama; but in later years he 
derived his greatest fame from his personation of the veterans 
of the stage, such as Falstaff, (in which he was for many years 
unrivaled) Polonius, Sir Peter Teazle, Sir Anthony Absolute, 
Sir David Dunder, Job Thornberry, Col. Damas, Max Hark- 
away, &c., in which a chasteness and, at the same time, a 
richness of humor were so happily blended as to leave the 
most fastidious critic nothing to desire. If the favor of-roy- 
alty be any additional proof of merit, it may be mentioned 
that Mr. Bartley received the highest encomiums in the olden 
time from the late Queen Charlotte, of snuffy memory, and, 
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in the present day, from her more popular granddaughter, 
Queen Victoria. 

On the 20th of November, Mrs. Bartley appeared as EHuphra- 
sia, and also recited Collins’ “Ode on the Passions,” with a 
success so great that it was continually demanded until the 
close of her engagement. On the 26th, Milman’s tragedy of 
“Fazio” was first played in America; Fazio by Mr. Simpson; 
Duke, Mr. Robertson; Bartolo, Pritchard; Bianca, Mrs. Bart- 
ley; Aldabella, Miss Leesugg. This tragedy, with all its 
merits, never attained popularity till irradiated by Fanny 
Kemble’s brilliant genius. Mrs. Bartley’s first benefit took 
place on the 27th, when she appeared as Belvidera and recited 
the “Passions,” and her husband personated Pierre, and 
Michael, in the “Adopted Child.” On the 2d of December, 
Mr. Bartley played Sir Anthony Absolute; on the 3d, Job 
Thornberry ; on the 4th, Dr. Pangloss, for Miss Johnson’s 
benefit. On the 5th, Mrs. Bartley appeared as Mrs. Haller, 
and on the 8th as Lady Randolph, to Mr. B.’s Old Norval. On 
the latter evening, the farce of the “Sleeping Draught” was 
first played here, as follows: 


Rinaldo .... . Mr. CARPENDER. Popolino . . . . Mr. Sprmver. 
Dr. Vincolo . . . . ‘*§ BAaLpWIn. Francesca. . . . Miss JoaNSON. 
NO Gos ew OS ‘6 BARNES. Nonna. ... . +6 ~~ 6 Lggsuaa. 


Mr. Bartley took his first benefit on the 9th, when he ap- 
peared as Major Oakley, to his lady’s Mrs. Oakley, in the 
“ Jealous Wife,” and also as Capt. Allclack, in the “ Invisible 
Girl.” , 

On the 10th, a comedy called the “Green Man” was first 
produced, with the following cast: 


Lord Rowcroft . . . Mr. Ropserrson. Fungus . . . . Mr. SpiLimr. 
Sir G. Squander. . . ‘“* PRITCHARD. Closefist . . . . “ BARNES. 
Mr.Green. . .. . ‘«  BaRTLeyY. Lady Squander . . Miss Lrescac. 
Crackley . . . . ‘** Simpson. Bertha. . .. . 6 6 JOHNSON. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bartley also appeared during this engagement, 
as Henry VIII. and Queen Katharine ; Montalto and Bellamira, 
(in Shiel’s tragedy of “ Bellamira,” now first played in Amer- 
ica, supported by Mr. Kilner as Salerno, Mr. Pritchard as 
Amurath, and Mr. Simpson as Manfredi) Jane Shore, Shylock 
and Portia, Abbe de [Epee and Julio, in “Deaf and Dumb,” 
and Catharine and Petruchio. Their engagement ended on 
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the 23d of December, when they appeared in “Deaf and 
Dumb,” for the benefit of the New York Institution for that 
class of unfortunates. 

On the 12th of December, Mr. Thomas Kilner made his 
first appearance in America, as Sir Abel Handy. With figure, 
face and voice well adapted to the characters of old men, 
whether serious or comic, he seldom failed to represent them 
in & manner that secured the warmest approbation of the 
audience. Mr. Kilner was for several seasons attached to the 
Park and Chatham Garden Theatres, and was afterward mana- 
ger of the Theatre at Boston. He last played in New York at 
the Bowery Theatre, in January, 1837. He left Boston in 
1838, and went to Ohio, where he purchased a farm, on which 
it was said he resided for many years. His death was an- 
nounced as having occurred at Wilmington, Indiana, January 
2d, 1862, at the age of 85. 

His wife made her first appearance on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, as Peggy, in “Turn Out,” but her merit was of the nega- 
tive kind. She never evinced sufficient talent to excite 
admiration, and was never obtrusive enough to be offensive. 

January Ist, 1819, witnessed the performance of “ Laugh 
When You Can,” an Olio of Sentimental and Comic Songs, and, 
for the first time in America, Faucit’s melo-drama of the 
“Secret Mine.” It was thus cast, and proved highly attractive : 


Araxa. . .... Mr. SImpson. Dimdim .. . . Mr. Barnes. 

ay ae, wa 3B ‘¢  KILNER. Zaphyra . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Ismael. . . «. | . ‘¢ RoBERTSON. Zobeide. . .. . Miss Lexsuaa. 
Hyder. . ... . ‘¢ PRITCHARD. 


On the 4th, Mr. Robert Campbell Maywood made his first 
appearance in America, in the character of Richard III. He 
soon after appeared as Sir Giles Overreach, Bertram, Shylock, 
Othello, Hamlet, Fitzharding, (“ Smiles and Tears”) and for 
his benefit on the 18th, as King Lear, and Lovell in “High 
Life Below Stairs.” A second engagement followed, during 
which he represented Luke, (“ Riches”) Sir Edward Mortimer, 
Abednego, Penruddock, Skirmish, Octavian, Bajazet, in “Ta- 
merlane,” and Young Wilding, in the “Liar’—the last two 
being for his benefit, February 1st, in all of which he was fa- 
vorably received, and gave general satisfaction. 
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Mr. Maywood was a son of Dr. Maywood, of the Isle of 
Wight, but was himself born at Edinburgh in the year 1790. 
Of his earlier years we have no account, save that he first 
appeared at Drury Lane, as Shylock, September 25th, 1817. 
On his appearance in New York, many considered him equal 
as a tragedian to any actor who had preceded him, but gen- 
eral opinion did not sustain that impression, although all 
awarded him the merit of being unsurpassed as a general 
stock actor. His Rob Roy, Fitz James, Gilderoy, Carwin, 
Harvey Birch, in the “Spy,” and many melo-dramatic char- 
acters, evinced powers of a very superior order; but, in latter 
days, he enjoyed a greater popularity by his entirely unn- 
valed performance in a line of Scottish characters, in only one 
of which he has ever been matched on the American Stage— 
by Cooke, as Sir Pertinaz McSycophant. This list included 
Baillie Nicol Jarvie, Caleb Balderstone, Edie Ochiltree, Donald, 
in the “Falls of Clyde,” Jock Howison, in “Cramond Bng,” 
Laird of Dumbiedikes, Tam O'Shanter, Sir Andrew Burley, in 
the “Rights of Women,” Muckle, in the “Millionaire,” &c. 
Mr. Maywood continued ‘a resident of New York for some ten 
years, after which he removed to Baltimore and Philadelphia, 
in both of which cities he was connected with the manage- 
ment of their various theatres. The Chestnut Street Theatre 
of Philadelphia was under his principal direction from 1832 
to 1840. He had married Mrs. H. A. Williams in 1828, and 
one of her daughters, whom he had adopted at a very tender 
age, was educated by him with the most lavish expense. 
This young girl, when about twelve years of age, was intro- 
duced to the public of Philadelphia and New York as “la 
petite Augusta,” and the grace and brilliancy of her execu- 
tion as a danseuse challenged comparison with the finest 
artists America had yet known. In order to give her every 
attainable advantage, he afterward visited Paris, and had her 
placed under the most skillful professors of dancing; but, to 
his great chagrin and disappointment, and total loss of any 
advantage he had rightfully expected from her services, she 
had scarcely entered her teens when she surreptitiously mar- 
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ried a Mons. Mabille, from whom in less than two years she 
eloped, deserting at the same time the infant she had borne 
him. An elder daughter, Miss Mary Maywood, whom he had 
also carefully trained for the stage, and for whom he obtained 
a short engagement at the Haymarket, London, where she 
appeared about 1840, made a failure on her return to America, 
and as an actress soon sunk into mediocrity. From this 
period, fortune went wrong with him. In 1842, he was 
invited to resume the management of the Chestnut Street 
Theatre; but declining the responsibility, his daughter’s name 
was placed at the head of its bills by the stockholders, and 
he engaged to take charge of the stage department. The 
season proving unprofitable, his connection with the estab- 
lishment terminated in the spring of 1843. In 1844, Mr. 
Maywood appeared for a few nights at the Park, and in 1845 
and 1846, played one or two very brief engagements at the 
Chatham and Olympic Theatres, after which we heard of his 
acting in Canada, and at some of the theatres in the West. 
As a pendant to the above sketch, we copy the following 
paragraphs, the first of which appeared in the New York 
Tribune, January 11th, 1855, and the latter in the Mirror the 
day following: , 

“We are requested to call the attention of the benevolent 
to the situation of Mr. Robert Maywood, who was, several 
years since, quite an eminent and worthy member of the 
thestrical profession in this city. Mr. Maywood, in company 
with his daughter, has been for several years living in Trieste ; 
but having become deranged in mind and enfeebled by old 
age, he has been sent to the land of his birth (adoption) to be 
taken care of. His professional brethren will doubtless see 
that he and his are properly cared for. Further information 
may be obtained of Doctor Covel, at City Prison.” 

“Robert Maywood, formerly an actor of some celebrity in 
this city, was yesterday sent to the Lunatic Asylum. It ap- 
pears that Mr. Maywood has but lately arrived from Trieste, 
Austria, where he has been living in great affluence with his 
daughter, Miss Augusta Maywood, a danseuse of some celeb- 
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rity in Italy and Germany. It is said she has a villa on Lake 
Como, worth half a million of dollars.” 
Poor Maywood finally died of paralysis, at the Marshall 
Infirmary, Troy, N. Y., November 27th, 1856, aged 66 years. 
On the 15th of January, Beazley’s farce of “Fire and 
Water” was first played here as follows: 


Capt. Hurry. . . . Mr. BARNES. Fanny. ... . Miss JOHNSON. 
Thrifty | we oa we 8 ‘© KILNER. | Furbelow . . . . Mrs. BaLowin. 
Frederick. . . . . ‘¢ Simpson, 


On the 3d of February, Dibdin’s celebrated operatic romance 
of “Zuma, or the Tree of Health,” was produced, with the fol- 
lowing cast: 


Carlo... ... . Mr. ROBERTSON. Zuma... . . Mrs. Homan. 
Dr. Bonoro .. . . ‘4 =KILNER. ZOFOs) <& [ae s. & ‘s PARKER. 
Picquillo. . . . . ‘* BARNES. Oriana. . .. . Miss JuHNson. 
Azan. ..... 66 PRITCHARD. Chinchilla. . . . ‘© ULxessvuaa. 
Mirvan ..... ‘«  HowarRp. Beatrice . . . . Mrs. BaLpwin. 


It was favorably received, and several times repeated. 

“Ts He Jealous?” asprightly one-act comedy, adapted from 
the French by Beazley, was brought out on the 8th, with 
great success, being capitally played by Simpson as Belmour, 
Miss Johnson as Mrs. Belmour, Miss Leesugg as Harriet, and 
Mrs. Baldwin as Rose. Few trifles of its class have retained 
such lasting approval. 

Mr. Wallack now began another engagement, opening as 
Macbeth on the 10th. 

“The Castle of Paluzzi” was produced on the 15th, with 
the annexed cast, but attained no remarkable popularity: 


Count Salviati . . . Mr. PRITCHARD. Paolo .... . Mr. Baenes. 
Marquis Castello . . ‘* KILNER. Countess . . . . Mra. BaRnes. 
Ferdinand .. . . ‘* RoBERTSON. Zerlina. . . .. Miss JOHNSOX. 


On the 19th, “ Altort,” a tragedy by the celebrated Frances 
Wright, afterward Madame Darusmont, was produced for the 
first time on any stage—it was cast as follows, and enjoyed 
but a brief existence: 


Altorf. .... . Mr. WALLACK. De Rheinthal. . . Mr. Srmpson. 
Elfiock - « . . ‘© PRITCHARD. | Giovanni . . . . Miss JouNson. 
Werner ..... ‘6 ROBERTSON. Rosina. . . . Mrs. Bagnes, 


On the 27th, Shakspeare’s tragedy of “ Richard IT.’ was also 
produced, for the first time in New York, its characters thus 
distributed : 


Richard .... . Mr. WALLACK. Northumberland. . Mr. KtLner. 
Joha of Gaunt . . . ‘* PRITCHARD. Gardener... . ‘%* Spiruge. 
VORK: a Gs as a ‘¢ ROBERTSON. Queen. .... Mrs. BARNES 
Bolingbroke. . . . ‘* Simpson. Matilda. . . . . ‘*  HotMas 
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Mr. Wallack’s benefit took place March Ist, when he 
gave a capital delineation of the Three Singles, in “Three 
and the Deuce;” and also appeared as Kalig, in the 
“Blind Boy.” 

March 3d, the drama of “ Barmecide” was first played, as 
follows: 


Haroun .. . . . Mr. PRircwarD. Goodman. . . . Mr. Sprerpr. 
Ieouf . . . 1... sé KILMER. Hassan. .... Miss Jonnson. 
Giaffar. . . .... $6 SIMPBON. Zaida .... . Mrs. Barnes. 


Qn the 8th, Mrs. Holman’s benefit took place, when she 
appeared as Diana Vernon, and produced for the first time, 
the burletta of “Don Giovanni, or the Spectre on Horseback,” | 
which was played as follows: 


Giovannl. . .. . Mr. Morgvanp. Leporello . . . . Mr. Spriuze. 
Octavio . . . . ** Howarp. Anna ..... Miss Lagsvuee. 
Gusman .. e . * Bapywas. Bride .... . ‘6 JOHNSON. 


Mr. Simpson’s, benefit took place on the 15th, when he 
presented, for the first time in America, John Howard Payne's 
tragedy of “ Brutus.” Censured as it has been for its lack of 
originality, the author acknowledging that he not only bor- 
rowed the ideas, but occasionally the language of others, its 
greatest proof of merit is that it is the only one of eight plays 
on the same subject that has retained possession of the stage. 
We subjoin its cast on this occasion: 


L.J. Brutugw. . . . Mr. PritcHarp. , Centurion. . . . Mr. Nexsen. 
Sext. Tarquin . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. l JOHNSON 
Titus . 2. we ‘6 SIMPSON. Roman Citizens . .{ ** Howargp. 
Collatinugs. . . . . =‘°* MORELAND. ‘6 6 PARKER, 
Valerius . . - | . ‘-  KILNER. Tullia . . . . . Mrs. Baayas. 
Horatiags . . - se ‘¢ Hopper. Tarquinia. . . . Miss Jounson. 
Arups ..... ‘*  GaRRER. Lucretia... . ‘* LEBEsu@@. 
Lucretius. . . . . 6 6CGGRABAM. Lavinia . . . . Mrs. Waeartey. 
Claudius . . .. =. ‘6 BANOKER. Priestess . . . . ‘* BALDWIN. 
Flavius . . ... ‘*  BaLpwin. Vestal. .... Miss DeLLiners. 


It would be folly to speak of Pritchard as Brutus, in com- 
parison with Kean, who first played the part in London; still, 
he was most respectable and praiseworthy—but we are in- 
clined to believe that Mrs. Glover, the original representative 
of Tullia, was inferior to Mrs. Barnes, who portrayed the 
madness and despair of the unhappy Roman matron with 
thrilling power and effect. Mr. Kilner, as Valerius, also 
deserved the highest praise. 

In the cast of “ Brutus” will be observed the name of Mr. 
Gilbert Nexsen, a most worthy and respectable man, who was 

45 
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long attached to the Park company. He was born in New 
York, June 20th, 1795, and first appeared at the Park as Jock 
Jabos, in “Guy Mannering,” September, 1816. He labored 
hard in the profession, but never rose beyond the lowest grade 
of mediocrity, retiring at the close of the season in 1839. He 
was afterward long Reader to the Common Council of New 
York, and ultimately died in the city, at the age of 60, 
October 17th, 1855. 

On the 17th, Mr. T. Phillipps opened as Count Belino ; and 
on the 22d appeared as Henry, in “Fontainbleau,” for the 
first time. 

Mr. Wallack and Mrs. Bartley commenced a joint engage- 
ment on the 26th, as Mr. and Mrs. Beverly; they subse- 
quently appeared as Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, Rolla and 
Elvira, Biron and Isabella, Alexander the Great and Roxana, 
Young Norval and Lady Randolph, and Posthumus and 
Imogen. On the 10th of April, the night of her benefit, 
Mrs. Bartley recited the beautiful melologue written for her 
by Thomas Moore, accompanied with appropriate national 
melodies by the orchestra. 

On the 14th, Mr. Bartley re-appeared with his lady, as Major 
and Mrs. Oakley; on the 16th, as Solus and Lady Elinor 
Irwin; 17th, as Sir John and Lady Restless ; 21st, Prince 
Altenberg and Madame Clermont; 23d, as Lord and Lady 
Townly; and 24th, as Sir Adam and Lady Contest. 

On the 19th, Ayton’s capital farce of the “ Rendezvous” had 
been brought out, with the following cast: 


Quake. ..... .. Mr. KILNSR. Smart. ... . Mr. Spitime. 
Bolding .... . ‘© MORELAND. Sophia. . .. . Miss Lregscee. 
Charles ..... sé PRITCHARD. Lucretia . . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Simon. ..... ‘¢ BARNES. | Rose. Mrs. BALDWIN 


introducing, for the first time in New York, Dibdin’s drama 
entitled the “English Fleet in 1342,” (music by Braham) in 
which he appeared as Valentine; Mr. Robertson as Count 
Charles; Mr. Barnes as Mainmast; Miss Johnson as the 
Countess Jane, and Miss Leesugg as Katharine. This opera 
never attained an American popularity. Mr. Phillipps’ en- 
gagement extended to the 17th of May, when his benefit 
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attracted an audience that crowded the Theatre in every part. 
The following was the bill on the occasion: 
The Barber of Seville; 


Almaviva. ... . Mr. T. PHILLIPPS. | Figaro. ... . Mr. Spriygr. 
Dr. Bartolo . . . . ‘ BAmnes. Rosina. . .. . Miss Lugsvuee. 
Pasde Deux ........~. Mr. and Mrs. Parker. 
Concluding with ~The Deserter. 
Skirmish. . . . . Mr. Maywoop. Louisa. . .. Miss JoHNSON. 
Henry. . . . . . ‘* QT. PHILLIPPS. Jenny . . .- : ‘* Lexscee 
Russet. . . . . ‘© KILNER. Margaret. . . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Simpkin . . .. . ‘* BaAgngs. 


After the performances terminated, the beneficiary was 
presented by the managers with a pair of magnificent silver 
pitchers, in token of their appreciation of the value his serv- 
ices had been to their establishment. 

Mr. Maywood’s new engagement had commenced on the 
4th of May, when he opened as King Lear, and his per- 
formances continued to attract and gratify the public. 

On the 13th, the farce of “Where Shall I Dine?” was first 
played. Simpson made quite a hit as Sponge, and was ably 
supported by Kilner as Grumpy, Robertson as Discount, Spil- 
ler as Diggory, and Miss Leesugg as Mrs. Discount. - 

On the 19th, the “Heart of Mid Lothian” was brought ou 
in which the great beauty of Miss Johnson as Effie, the deep, 
pathetic feeling displayed by Mrs. Barnes as Jeannie Deans, 
and the admirable portrayal of Madge Wildfires fantastic 
madness by Miss Leesugg, obtained universal approbation and 
applause. These ladies were ably supported by Pritchard as 
the Duke of Argyle, Simpson as Staunton, Robertson as Reu- 
ben Butler, and Barnes as the Laird of Dumbiedikes. 

Shiel’s tragedy of “ Evadne,” surpassing in interest all his 
other dramas, was first played on the 24th, with the following 
cast, and with great success: 


King of Naples . . . Mr. MORELAND. Vincentio. . . . Mr. Simpson. 
ylonna . . we 6 Maywoop. | Olivia... Miss LEgsuaa. 
Ladovico . . . »  * PpipcgaRD. Evadne. .... Mrs. BARNES. 


It was carefully and well’ played throughout, and no suc- 
ceeding Evqdne has equaled Mrs. Barnes in her exquisite 
delineation of this finely-drawn character. « 

Un the 26th, a farce called “Doctor Bolus.” was presented, — 
with Kilner as Doctor Bolus, Spiller as Gen. Scaramoucho, 
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Barnes as King Artapadiedes, and Miss Leesugg as Queen 
Catalinda. 
On the 31st, the “Recluse” was brought out, thus cast: 


Elsakender . . . . Mr. Maywoon. Eliislaw . . . . Mr. RosEeerson. 
Marechal Wells. . . ‘* Srpson. Isabel Vere . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Sir F, Langley . .,. ‘“ Pupitcnarp. Lucy ..... Miss JoHNsoN. 


June 2d. Mrs. Barnes took her benefit, when she produced 
another drama of Shiel’s, entitled “ Adelaide;” but her great 
talents in the part of the heroine could not impart vitality to 
the piece, and we believe it was never repeated. In the after- 
piece, Mrs. Barnes played Little Pickle, to the unbounded 
delight of her friends. 

On the 4th, Mr. Maywood played Hamlet for his benefit; 
and on this occasion, in the character of Rosencrantz, Mr. D. 
Reed, afterward well known on the Park boards, made his 
first appearance in New York. He was an ambitious and 
useful, but never an eminent actor. He died at Philadelphia, 
whither he had removed, being found lifeless in his bed, 
(October 6th, 1836) to which he had retired the previous 
night in his usual health. 

Mr. Pritchard announced his farewell benefit on the 16th, 
when he appeared as Orsino, in “ Alfonso,’ and Col. Rigolio, 
in the “ Broken Sword.” 

Mr. Spiller’s benefit came off on the 18th, when he brought 
out the extravaganza of “Bobbinet, the Bandit,” with Barnes 
as Bobbinet, Robertson as Antonio, Kilner as Grumpino, Pritch- 
ard as Fierbras, and Miss Johnson as Amanda. He also gave, 
with great applause, what he called a “Nouveau Criticism” 
on “Goody Two Shoes,” “Blue Beard,” “Forty Thieves,” &c. 

Miss Leesugg’s farewell benefit took place on the 21st, on 
which occasion M. M. Noah’s drama, entitled “She Would Be 
a Soldier, or the Battle of Chippewa,” was first played, with 
the cast annexed : 


Indian Chief. . . . Mr. Marwoop. Jerry ..... Mr. Barngs. 
General . . .. . ‘6 GRAHAM. Larole . . .. . ‘6  SPILLER. 
Jasper. . ... . *¢ ~6ROBERTSON. Christine . . . . Miss LLuxsvee. 
Lenox. . ... . ‘¢  PRITOHARD. Adela. ... . ‘“« JOHNSON. 
Capt. Pendragon . . g** Simpson. 


It was highly successful, and, in connection with Miss 
Leesugg’s personal claims, attracted a house of thirteen hun- 
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dred dollars. The beneficiary having become Mrs. Hackett, 
retired at the end of the season, which terminated on Mon- 
day, July 5th, with the performance of “She Would Be a 
Soldier” and “ Bobbinet, the Bandit.” 

We believe this was the first drama of Major Noah’s that 
was performed in New York, although he had previously 
written one entitled “Paul and Alexis,” (now known, with 
some alterations, as the “ Wandering Boys”) which was suc- 
cessfully represented in Charleston in 1812. His other plays 
were, “ Marion,” “Grecian Captive,” “Siege of Yorktown,” and 
“Yesef Caramatti.” Major Noah was a noted politician—at 
one time Consul to Morocco—a fluent and agreeable writer, 
and at different times editor of several newspapers in New 
York. He was of Jewish extraction, born in Philadelphia, 
1785, and died in New York, 1851. 

An extra night was announced on the 7th, as a benefit for 
the Theatrical Fund. The “Castle Spectre” and “High Life 
Below Stairs” were the pieces performed, interspersed with 
singing, dancing, &c., in which the whole company appeared. 

Mr. Robertson’s health had been for some time declining, 
and he never again appeared after the close of the sea- 
son, His death occurred on the 10th of the following 
November. 

Immediately after the closing of the Park, the little thee: 
tre in Anthony Street was fitted up, and re-christened the 
Pavition; and here went Maywood, Kilner and wife, Spiller 
and wife, Mrs. Brundage, Miss Brundage, Bancker, Carpender, 
Reed and others—opening, on the 12th of July, with “ Adel- 
bert of Warsaw” and a “ Tale of Mystery.” 

On the 19th, Mr. William Leggett, afterward the celebrated 
editor and critic, made his first appearance on any stage, as 
Charles Ratcliff, in the “Jew.” He played once or twice after- 
ward, and then disappeared. In the season of 1826-7, Mr. 
Leggett made another début at the Bowery Theatre, in the 
character of Bertram, but without success, proving that the 
most discriminating critic may be entirely incapable of em- 
bodying and portraying even his own correct conceptions to 
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the satisfaction of an audience. Mr. Leggett was born in 
New York in 1802, and died in 1840. 

The Pavilion closed on the 13th of August, with a benefit 
for Mrs. Dobson, a lady who made her debut here on the 28th 
of July, as the Marchioness, in the “Castle of Otranto.” 

Tae Park Tueatre re-opened, under the continued manage- 
ment of Price and Simpson, on the evening of August 30th, 
1819. The opening entertainments were: 

Who Wants a Guinea ; 


Sir Larry McMurragh. Mr. Simpson. Solomon Gundy . Mr. SpmLuer. 
Torrent . . . . . “* KILNER. | Andrew Bang . . °* BaARNes. 
Barford . . . . . *& Maywoon. Fanny... . . Miss JOHNSON. 
Oldskirt . . . . . ‘© BALDWIN. | Mrs. Glastonbury . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
A Ballet, ‘‘The Garland of Love,” . . by . . Mr. and Mrs, Parker, &c. 
and, The Review. 
Caleb Quotem . . . Mr. Spirer. — Capt. Beaugard . . Mr. MOoRevanp, 
Looney M'Twolter . .  ‘S KILNER. Grace Gaylove . . Mise JoHNsoN. 
John Lump... ‘« BALDWIN. Lucy .. : Mrs. BALDWIM. 


The next evening, Mrs. Barnes made her appearance as 
Belvidera, in “Venice Preserved,” supported by Maywood as 
Pierre, and Woodhull as Jaffer. 

September Ist, the “ Road to Ruin” was played, with Mr. 
Dwyer as Goldfinch, his first appearance in five years. 

The very pleasing petit comedy, entitled “A Roland for an 
Oliver,” was first played on the 6th, with great success : 


Sir Mark Chase. . . Mr. BARNEs. Maria Darlington . Mrs. BaRrwgs. 
Alfred Highflyer . . ‘* SIwpson. Mrs. Selborn . . . Miss JOHNSON. 
Fixture... .. 66 KILNER. Mra. Fixture. . . ‘*  DBLULINGER. 


On the 8th, Mr. Wallack commenced an engagement as 
Hamlet, and continued playing until the 18th, after which the 
Theatre was closed, in consequence of the general alarm felt 
by the citizens on the announcement of the appearance ot 
yellow fever, and was not re-opened until the 6th of October, 
when Morton’s comedy of “A Way to Get Married,” and the 
“TInnkeeper’s Daughter,” were performed. The next evening, 
a new drama was produced, called the “Jew of Lubeck,” 
which proved successful, and was several times repeated, with 
the following cast: 


The Jew... . . Mr. Maywoop. ° ' Von Fursten . . Mr. Ki_nea, 
Prince. . .« + «+ « ** WoopHULL. Lindor. . .. . ‘*  BALpPwWIn. 
Donamar. ... . ‘6 SIMPSON. Magliano . . . . ‘* MORELAND. 
Stefano . . . « e ‘6 BANCKER. Ros@.: 4 sa Mrs. BaRNes. 


On the 11th, Mrs. Bartley re-appeared in her favorite rée 
of Isabella; and, on the 12th, Mr. Bartley opened as Falstaff. 
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Their engagement extended to the 10th of November. Mr. 
Cooper was also engaged, and appeared on the 22d of October 
as Bertram; and in several plays, acted in conjunction with 
the Bartleys, sustaining the characters of Hotspur, Lothario, 
Leon, Duke Aranza, &c. On the 3d df November, he re- 
presented, for the first time in New York, his afterward fa- 
vorite part of Lucius Junius Brutus. On the 10th, the night 
of Mrs. Bartley’s benefit, a new farce, called “Gay Deceivers,” 
was produced with much success, thus represented : 


Sir ah Popinjay. ‘ Mr. Dwrer. Pegasus Puncheon . Mr. BALDWIN. 
Cavel , . KILNeEr. Jenny Stump. . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Nehewniah. ee ‘* BARNES 


On the 15th, the comedy, entitled “Wanted, a Wife!” was 
brought out, with the subjoined cast: 


Sir Gabriel reer: . Mr. Barnes. Barney McShift . . Mr. Kruner. 


Gen. Malabar. . ‘* Marwood. Miss Arragon. . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Arthur Wildfire. . . ‘© Simpson. Catharine. . .. ‘* BARNES. 
Frank Cleverly. . . ‘“ Dwyer. Lillian Eden - « Miss JouNson. 
Jonathan Curry. . . ‘* SPILLER. 


A farce, called “My Uncle,” that attained considerable pop- 
ularity, was thus produced on the 18th: 


pore Jokely. . Mr. Kri.ner. Filen . . . . Miss JoHNSON. 
FiGie Ge a en ‘6 SIMPSON. Flounce . . . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Rabie led ig gr Sar. ‘¢ MOBELAND. 


The famous melo-drama, called the “Carib Chief,” in which, 
in after years, Wallack played the hero so finely, was first 
acted on the 25th, and with great success, thus cast: 


Omreah . .. . . Mr. Mayrwoopn. Montalbert. . . . Mr. Dwygr. 
Carbal i Ades ot tee _ ‘6 KILNER. Claudine . . . . Mrs. BaRngs. 
Trefusis . . . . . ‘“* SIMPSUN, Kathelrade . . . ‘* BALDWIN, 


On the 26th, a benefit was given to the widow and chil- 
dren of the late Hopkins Robertson, recently deceased, which 
yielded thirteen hundred dollars gross receipts. 

December Ist, “Swedish Patriotism,” a long-popular drama, 


was produced, with the following cast: 
Count Cronstadt . . Mr. Woopuv.t. Walter. . .. . Mr. BARNES. 


Col. Walstein . . . ‘* Maywoon. Ulrica. 2... Miss JoHNSON. 
Capt. Albert. . . ‘§* SmMPson. Briska. . .. . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Cokaski . .... 6 KILNER. 


December 13th, an amusing farce, called “A Walk for a 
Wager,” was first represented, as follows: 


Bob Lovelock . . » Mr. Spriier. oo - o oe Mr. KIngr. 

Hookey Walker. . . ‘* BARNES. Emma..... Miss JoaNnson. 

Warrington . . . . ‘¢ MORELAND. Mrs. Kildeary . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
usby. . 2. 2 6 ‘¢  WoopHULL, 


The same evening, Mr. Wallack commenced an engage- 
ment as Rolla; and, on the 25th, appeared for the first time 
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as King Henry V. He took his benefit on the 27th, playing 
Pierre, supported by Mr. Cooper as Jaffer, whose aid was now 
called in to impart additional interest to the performances. 
The latter played King John and Mercutio, to Wallack’s Fal- 
conbridge and Romeo ; and, on the 31st, his benefit night, ap- 
peared as Othello, admirably supported by Wallack as Iago, 
Dwyer as Cassio, Spiller as Roderigo, Mrs. Barnes as Desde- 
mona, and Mrs. Baldwin as Emilia, whose excellence in that 
part has been rarely equaled. Notwithstanding their com- 
bined attraction, a season of theatrical depression occurred, 
and the housé was closed on the 4th of January, 1820, and 
remained so until the 21st of February. 

March Ist, a melo-drama by Samuel B. Judah, of this city, 
entitled the “Mountain Torrent,” was produced with very fair 
success. We annex the cast: 


Marquis d’Arenza . . Mr. Woopsxv.t. Lupartro . . . Mr. Bancrrr. 
Baron Trevasi . . . ‘* Maywoop. Viola... . Miss JOHNSON. 
Alonzo. ..... ‘6 6 SIMPSON. Bianca. ... . ‘BRUNDAGE. 
Marco. ..... ‘6 BARNES. Beatrice . .. . ‘ DELLINGBR. 
Pietro. . ... . ‘¢  SPILLER. Biondella . . . . Mrs, Kitwer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bartley again commenced an engagement on 
the 7th, in “Adrian and Orilla.” 

On the 9th, a farce called “Helpless Animals, or Bachelors’ 
Fare,” was brought out—Mr. Barnes as Mulberry, Mr. More- 
land as Ratio, Mr. Spiller as Martin, and Mrs. Barnes as Letitia 
Mulberry. The same evening Mr. Frederick Brown made 
his first appearance in New York, as Hamlei—the bills an- 
nouncing it as his first appearance in America, although he 
seems to have played in Boston as early as 1816; but it had 
become the fashion of the Park managers to ignore the ex- 
istence of other theatres in the Union, and when any foreign 
actor or new drama was introduced to the public, it was 
always for “the first time in America,” although they may 
have been well known on the boards of some sister city. 
Mr. Brown had enjoyed an enviable reputation in the Liver- 
pool Theatre, and in Boston had been greatly and justly ad- 
mired, although he gave deep offense to the audience there 
by refusing to play second parts during the engagements of 
Cooper and Wallack. His performances in New York were 
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creditable to himself, but failed to create anything of a furore. 
He was at one time manager of the Montreal Theatre, and 
was also well known at the Charleston and other Southern 
theatres. He married Miss DeCamp, a versatile and popular 
actress, and sister of Mrs. Charles Kemble. We last remem- 
ber his playing here at the Richmond Hill Theatre, in 1833. 
He died about 1838. 

Mr. Brown displayed great versatility of talent during his 
engagement, playing Young Norval, the Stranger, the Three 
Singles, Macbeth, Brutus, Cardinal Wolsey, Duke Aranza, 
Rolla, Sylvester Daggerwood, Somno, Richard III, and Bus- 
kin, in “ Killing no Murder,” in which he introduced some re- 
markable imitations of Kemble, Cooke, Incledon, Blanchard, 
Munden, &c. In many of his characters he had the valuable 
support of Mr. and Mrs. Bartley. 

On the 16th of March, the interesting drama of the “ Wan- 
dering Boys” (altered from a piece written by M. M. Noah, 
for Mrs, Charles Young, and called “Paul and Alexis, or the 
Orphans of the Rhine”) was brought out with great success, 
and continues popular to the present day. Its original cast 
stood thus: 


Count de Croissy . . Mr. Mayrwoon. Pauli: 20 te Mrs. BARNES. 
Roland . . .. . ‘* WooDHULL. Justin... .. Miss JOHNSON. 
Hubert . . .. . ‘+ KILNER. Baroness . . . . Mrs. BALDWIN. 
Lubin. . ... . s¢ BABNEB. Louise. ... . Miss DELLINGER. 


Mrs. Barnes and Miss Johnson, the former as the fearless, 
intrepid and quick-witted boy, and the latter as his timorous 
and shrinking brother, won universal applause by the force 
and truthfulness of their acting. 

On the 23d, Poole’s amusing comedy of “ Rochester, or the 
Merry Days of Charles the Second,” was produced, with the 


annexed cast: | 
Charles . . .. . Mr. WooDHULL. Amen Squeak . . Mr. BARnNzs. 


Rochester. . . . . ‘© SIMPSON. Countess wastes ti Mra. BARNES. 
Buckingham . - . °** DWYER. Aunt Rebecca... ‘* BALDWIN. 
Dunstable . . . . ‘S MUoBRLAND. ee Golden . . Miss JOHNSON. 
Starvemouse. . ‘*  SPILLER. Bell. . 2. 2. ss ‘*  DELLINGER. 


On the 29th, Mrs. Bartley played. Hamlet tor her benefit, 
and the farce of “High Notions” was acted for the first time— 
Mr. Barnes as Sir Frederick Augustus Pageant ; Mr. Spiller, 
Brisk ; Mr. Kilner, Timothy ; Miss Johnson, Charlotte; and 

46 
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Mrs. Baldwin, Martha. Mr. Bartley took his benefit on the 
Sth of April, producing for an afterpiece a farce called “A 
Short Reign and a Merry One,” in which he appeared as 
Gabriel de Coquinard, his wite as the Countess de Roster, Mr. 
Woodhull as St. Val, Mr. Simpson as Morange, and Miss Jobn- 
son as Adela. 

On the 14th, the “Gnome King” was played for the first 
time, and was afterward occasionally repeated. 

On the 17th, Miss Denny, from the Boston Theatre, made 
her debut in New York as Helen Worrett, and proved a valuable 
addition to the company. This young lady was a native of 
Albany, and afterward married Alexander Drake, well known 
as actor and manager at several Western theatres. As Mra, 
Drake, she has played frequent star engagements at the Park 
and Bowery Theatres with success, and for many years reigned 
the Tragic Queen of the West. Her abilities were well 
adapted to every walk of the drama, but she excelled in 
the heavier characters of tragedy, in which line she has 
been rarely equaled on the American Stage. She was 
last here about 1835, but is probably still living at the 
West. 

Her daughter, Miss Julia Drake, afterward Mrs. H. Chap- 
man, has been at the Bowery and other minor theatres of New 
York, and is a very sprightly and pleasing comedienne. 

On the 26th of April, the melo-drama called the “ Forest 
of Rosenwald, or the Bleeding Nun,” was thus played for 
the first time: 


Raymond. ... . Mr. SIMpson. Agnes. .... Mias Jounson. 
Robert. . . .. . ‘¢ Marwoop. Marguerite. - Mrs, BaRngs. 
Baptiste . . . . . ‘*  WoopuULL. Beatrice . . . . ‘* KILNER. 
Theodore. . .. . ‘© BARNES. Bleeding Nun . . Miss DreLLinagr. 


A serious pantomime of the same title had been played 
many years previous. 

May ist, Mr. Bartley announced, fo? his farewell benefit, 
the adaptation of Voltaire’s famous tragedy of “Zara”—the 
character of Zara by Mrs. Bartley; Lusignan, Mr. Bartley; 
Omar, Mr. Maywood; Chatillon, Mr. Woodhull; Nerestan, Mr. 
Simpson. He also brought out a farce called the “Youthful 
Days of Frederick the Great,” in which he personated the old 
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King ; Simpson, Prince Frederick; Maywood, Frederstoff ; 
and Miss Johnson, Christine. 

May 5th, the farewell benefit of Mrs. Bartley, and last ap- 
pearance of herself and husband in America, took place. The 
play was the “ Winter’s Tale,” by Shakspeare, with Mr. Bartley 
as Autolycus, Mr. Maywood as Leontes, Mr. Simpson as Florizel, 
Mr. Woodhull as Polizenes, Mrs. Bartley as Hermione, and Mrs. 
Barnes, Perdita. Mr. Bartley also delivered a farewell ad- 
dress in the character of Falstaff, and Mrs. Bartley recited 
the “ Passions,” with undiminished applause. These excellent 
artists left behind them a warm regard for their private 
virtues, as well as a high estimate of their professional merits. 

Mr. Simpson took his benefit on the 8th, and produced a 
tragedy entitled “Quilt,” and a new farce called the “ Quad- 
rille.” The latter became very popular, with Simpson as 
Touchwood, Spiller as Query, and Miss Johnson as Sophia. 

Mr. Wallack’s farewell engagement commenced on the 10th, 
and he took his last benefit, previous to his return to Europe, 
on the 18th, appearing in several favorite characters, selected 
from various plays, and also gave his popular imitations of 
celebrated British actors. 

On the 15th, for Miss Johnson’s benefit, the first perform- 
ance of Noah’s drama, entitled the “Siege of Tripoli,” took 


place, with the following cast: ° 

Yusef. . .... Mr. Maywoop. Mandeville . . . Mr. MoRELann. 

Hassan... .. ‘6 BARNES. Harry Montford . . ‘ Simpson. 
On sae. tela ce. ok ¢ WoopnuULt. Rosabel. . . . . Miss JouNson. 


On the 25th of May, the author’s benefit attracted a large 
and brilliant audience to the third representation of the 
“Siege of Tripoli,” the performance going off to the delight 
of the managers, the author, and the spectators, all of whom 
had left the Theatre but a short time before it was discovered 
to be in flames, resulting in its total destruction in a few hours. 
The fire was supposed to have occurred from the wadding of 
@ gun fired during the performance, which, probably, lodged — 
in the scenery, and smoldered there unperceived. Mr. Noah’s 
share of the receipts on that night, amounting to over four 
hundred dollars, was generously presented by him for distri- 
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bution among the most distressed members of the company, 
many of whom suffered severely from the loss of their ward- 
robes, &c. 

The managers immediately engaged the Anthony Street 
Theatre, and opened it on the 29th of May, with “Man and 
Wife” and “Too Late for Dinner.” They also called in the 
aid of two skillful and daring rope-dancers, Mons. Godeau and 
M’lle Adolphe, the latter of whom was long after well known 
as Madame Blanchard, being the first lady that we remember 
who entertained the citizens of New York in this exalted 
manner. 

For the benefit of Mrs. Barnes, on the 10th of June, Jeph- 
son’s fine tragedy of “Julia, or the Italian Lover,” was first 
played in New York, its characters thus supported : 


Montevole. . .. . Mr. Marwoop. Julia. . 2... Mrs. BARNES. 
Durazzo .... . ** Woopgutt. Fulvia. . .. . ‘6 BaLpwrn. 
Marcellus. . .. . ‘© Stmpson. Olympia . . . . Miss Joanson. 
Manoa. ..... ‘6 KILNER. 


Also, the still popular interlude, called the “ Actress of All 
Work,” in which Kilner played the Manager, and Mrs. Barnes 
went through with the various assumptions of Maria, with 
extraordinary merit and applause. | 

On the 19th of June, the excellent melo-drama of “ Ivanhoe” 
was played, with the following admirable cast, for Mr. May- 
wood’s benefit: 


Ivashoe .... . Mr. Simpson. Gurth . .... Mr. Spitugr. 
Cedric. . . : . . ‘ £KEILNER. Wamba. ... . “Barnes. 
Boisguilbert. . . . ‘* WoopHULL. Rowena. . . . Miss Joungon. 
Frontde Boeuf . . . ‘* MORELAND. Rebecca . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Isaac of York . . ‘6 ~Marwoop. Ulrica . . . . . ‘¢ BaLpwin. 


It was exceedingly well played throughout, and Mr. 
Barnes and Mr. Maywood won the highest approbation of 
their friends. 

The Anthony Street Theatre remained open until the 4th 
of July, when the season, which had not been a very profit- 
able one, terminated with the performance of the “Glory of 
Columbia,” &c. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


\ 


Anthony Street Theatre, A.D. 1820-21. 


HE Park Theatre being still in ruins, Messrs. Price 

and Simpson commenced the dramatic season in 

Anthony Street on the 4th of September, 1820, with 
the comedy entitled, “Wives as They Were and Maids as 
They Are,” admirably supported in every part. 


Sir William pores ee ee ee ee oe ae ee ee oe eg eee ee - Mr. KILneze. 
Lord Priory - . . Mr. BARNES. Oliver. . .. . ‘*  SPILLER. 
Bronzely. . . . . ‘© =SIMPSON. Miss Dorillon. . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Sir George Evelyn . . ‘* MORELAND. Lady Priory . . . Miss JoHNsON. 
Norberry. . . . . ‘© Woopavult. Lady Mary Raffle . Mrs. BALDWIN. 


The afterpiece was “ A Walk for a Wager.” 

Mr. Johnson and Mr. Baldwin had been removed by death, 
but the company was substantially the same as on the pre- 
ceding season. 

The first novelty was the appearance of Mr. Finn, who, on 
the 12th, after an absence of nearly three years, commenced 
an engagement in the character of Hamlet. He had not yet 
made comedy the principal aim of his ambition, but went 
through a round of tragic characters with much credit to 
himself, terminating his engagement on the 23d, with a repre- 
sentation of Richard III. for his benefit. Sir Archy McSar- 
casm was the only humorous part in which he now appeared. 

On the 25th, the tragedy of “Virginius, or the Liberation 
of Rome,” one of Sheridan Knowles’ earliest productions, was 
first played in New York, with the following cast: 


aes Sb @- 6 ws Mr. Maywoop. Numetorius .. . Mr. Rsrp. 
. « * §rmMpson. Dentatus ... . ‘* KyaLwsr. 

pea Claudius . . ‘‘ Woopsutt. Virginia . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 

Caius Claudius . . ‘6 MORELAND. Servia. .... Miss Dswny. 


Mr. Maywood made a deep impression as Virginius, and 
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Mrs. Barnes and Miss Denny did ample justice to their re- 
spective parts, but Mr. Kilner’s Dentatus was probably the 
finest piece of acting in the cast. The play was frequently 
repeated during the season, and has ever since enjoyed high 
popularity. 

On the 26th, Mr. Frederick Brown commenced a short 
engagement in the character of Romeo. 

On the 29th, the “Promissory Note,” an entertaining farce, 
was brought out as follows: 


Markham. .... Mr. Simpson. Mrs. Markham . . Miss Dewy. 
Scamper ..... sé - MoRBLAND | Caroline ... . ‘6 DELLINGER. 
Nick . .... ‘¢ ~Reep Cicely. . . =. ‘¢ JOHNSON 


The pleasing and popular musical drama, entitled “ Henri 
Quatre,” was thus played for the first time in America, on the 


evening of October 9th: 

Henri Quatre. . . . Mr. Maywoop. Jocrisse. . . . . Mr. Barnes. 
Dacde Sulli. . . . ‘© Regp. O'Donnell. . . . ‘6 MORELAND. 
Gen. d’Aumont. . . ‘* SPpILLER. Florence . . . . Miss JomnNson. 
Eugene de Biron. . . ‘* Simpson. Clotilde. . .. . ‘6 DENNY. 
Frederick St. Leon. . ‘6 WoopsvuLl Louison ... . ‘6 DELLINGER. 
Moustache... so KILNEB. 


On the 14th, Mr. Pritchard, who had suffered from a long 
and severe illness, during which he underwent an important 
surgical operation, re-appeared, after a retirement of fifteen 
months, in the character of Goldfinch, and was welcomed back 
with a generous enthusiasm. In the course of his engage- 
ment, he appeared as Michael Ducas, Pescara, Othello, Sim, 
in “ Wild Oats,” and, for his benefit, as Ludovico, in “ Evadne.” 

Oct. 18th. First night of Dibdin’s farce, entitled “ Twenty 
Per Cent.” 


Old Dunsford. . . . Mr. WoopsvuLt. Jacob. ... . Mr. KILNge. 
Charlies Dunsford . . ‘* Morg.ianp. Lady Emily . . . Miss Denny. 
Gripe . .... . ‘6 BARNES. Fanny .... . ‘6 JOHNSON. 
Timothy .... . ‘6 SPILLER. 


The romantic drama of the “ Vampire, or the Bride of the 
Isles,” founded on Scott’s beautiful poem, was first put upon 
the New York Stage on the evening of October 22d, with the 
following cast: 


Lord Ruthven . . . Mr. Srmpson. McSwillhk . . . . Mr. Baanzs. 
Lord Ronald. . . . ‘* Maywoopn. vay Margaret . . Mrs. Banwss. 
Robert. . ... . ‘6 MoRgLanp. Effie. . ... . Miss JoHNsOR. 
Andrew ..... ‘6 Regp. Bridget . « » + Mrs. Batpwin. 


It was received with great favor, and, as re-arranged by 
Boucicault, still keeps possession of the stage. 
Nov. 1st. “Too Late for Dinner,” a farce, by Richard 
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Jones, produced last season at the Park, but whose cast was 
not obtained, was again brought forward with the following 
distribution, which varies somewhat from the original one: 


Mr. Pincroft. . . . Mr. Reep. Mons. Fumet. . . Mr. Banoxgn. 
Frank Poppleton . . ‘‘ Simpson. Mrs.Thompson . . Mrs. BaLpwIN. 
Frederick Poppleton . ‘* WoopDsuLL. Emma Somerton. . Miss JoHNSON. 
Robert Rafter . . . ‘* KILNer. Elizabeth Pincroft . Mrs. Pagxsr. 
Nicholas Twill . . . ‘* Barnes. Letty . .... ‘¢ KILNER. 


Mr. Cooper commenced an engagement on the 4th of No- 
vember, in the tragedy of “Virginius,” its seventh perform- 
ance here, and his own first appearance in the part of the 
hero, which he played superbly. It was a masterpiece of 
acting, sustained throughout with an uniformity of excellence 
rarely observable in his other personations, and was probably 
the best portraiture of his lifetime. If he has ever been sur- 
passed in this character, it has been by Macready alone, for 
whom it was originally written. 

Nov. 15th. The farce of “Exchange no Robbery,” taken 
from Pilon’s play of “He Would be a Soldier,” was first played 


here, as follows: | 
Sir Christopher Cranberry... ..... 2.2... . e+. Mr. KILNeR. 


Sir Lennox Leinster. . . 2. 2. 1. ew ee ee ee ‘* WoopauLL. 
Sam Swipes... . . Mr. BARNas. Lady Cranberry . . Miss Jonnson. 
Capt. Littleworth . . ‘“* MORELAND. Miss Melrose . . . ‘* Denny. 
Lamotte... . . ‘6 SPILLER Mrs. Swipes . . . Mrs. BaLpwix, 


This farce has been repeatedly revived, but never attained 
more than a transient popularity. 

Another new piece, called the “ Fortune of War,” was pro- 
duced on the 18th, with the annexed cast: 


Commandant. . . . Mr. MORELAND. Farmer Gruntem. . Mr. BARNEs. 
Gen. Greenstock. . . ‘* Woopa#vtt. Mrs. Toughindorf . Mrs. KILNER. 
Alltop. . .... ‘¢ SIMPSON. Adela ..... Miss DELLINGER. 
Vonderscamp . . ‘© SPILLER. | 


On the 20th, Mrs. Alsop, a daughter of the renowned Mrs. 
Jordan, (born before the latter’s connection with the Duke of 
Clarence, afterward William IV.) made her début in America 
as Violante, in the “Wonder,” and Maria, in the “Actress of 
All Work,” with very flattering success. She also appeared 
as Letitia Hardy, Peggy, in the “Country Girl,” Rosalind, 
and Lady Elizabeth, in a “Day After the Wedding.” Known 
before marriage as Miss Frances Bettesworth, she was born at 
York, England, about 1784. She was a highly educated and 
accomplished woman, and inherited much of her mother’s 
early beauty and great comic ability. On a separation from 
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her husband, she made her début on the stage at Covent Gar- 
den, as Rosalind, Oct. 18th, 1815; and in the fall of 1816 
transferred herself to Drury Lane. Brought up in luxury, 
she ran a career of reckless extravagance at home, and her 
pecuniary embarrassments there were the probable cause of 
her visiting America; but the habits of a lifetime were too 
strong to be resisted, and like causes produced like misfor- 
tunes here. Mr. Wood, in his “Recollections of the Stage,” 
also informs us that she had become a slave to the use of 
opium, which frequently incapacitated her from doing justice 
to the characters she assumed. She played two or three 
engagements in New York, and was last advertised to appear 
as Ophelia, in the “Hamlet Travestie,” for Mr. Spiller’s bene- 
fit, on the 18th of June, 1821, on which day she was found 
dead at her boarding-house—a building still standing on the 
south-west corner of Dey and Greenwich Streets. She had 
swallowed a large quantity of laudanum—whether with a 
deliberate view to suicide, or for the mere gratification of 
her vitiated taste, we believe was never ascertained. She 
left a young child, a daughter, whom Mr. Spiller took under 
his protection. 

On the 29th of November, Edmund Kean first played to an 
American audience, in the character of Richard IIT, ably 
supported by Kilner as Henry VI, Simpson as the Earl of 
Richmond, Woodhull as Buckingham, Mrs. Barnes as the 
Queen, Miss Johnson as Lady Ann, and Mrs. Baldwin as the 
Duchess of York. In immediate succession he also appeared 
as Othello, Shylock, Lucius Junius Brutus, Hamlet, and Sir 
Giles Overreach, taking his first benefit on the 11th of De- 
cember. A re-engagement followed, commencing on the 
13th, with King Lear, and succeeded by Sir Edward Morti- 
mer, Macbeth, Bertram, Richard II, and several of the preced- 
ing characters. His last appearance was for Mr. Simpson's 
benefit, on the 2kth,as Lear. The receipts during his engage- 
ment, it is said, averaged over one thousand dollars nightly. 

Mr. Kean has filled an important place in theatrical annals, 
and requires more than a passing notice here. Many doubts 
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have been thrown on his paternity; but it is known that his 
mother was the daughter of George Saville Carey, actor and 
dramatist—that she was at times connected with the stage— 
that her husband’s name was Aaron Kean, according to 
different authorities at different times, a tailor, a surveyor, 
and an attorney’s clerk—and that our hero was born in Castle 
Street, Leicester Square, London, November 4th, 1737. Ata 
very tender age he was placed at Drury Lane Theatre, under 
a celebrated posture-master, aud soon became a skillful con- 
tortionist, as well as a pleasing representative of the Cupids 
and infants of the stage; but incessant practice not only in- 
jured his health, but produced a deformity of bis limbs that 
required a long use of bracing irons to remedy and remove. 
When about seven years of age, his mother withdrew him 
from the theatre, and was anxious that his education should 
be attended to; but not sharing the desire, he soon after ab- 
sconded from home, and engaged as a cabin-boy on a voyage 
to Madeira. Not liking the situation, on his arrival there he 
feigned deafness and lameness, and attributing them to a cold 
taken on shipboard, was sent home as an invalid. On reach- 
ing London, his mother had removed to the country, and he 
sought out Miss Tidswell, a subordinate actress at Drury 
Lane, whom he had been taught to regard as his aunt. She 
immediately took him under her care, and for many years 
bestowed on him all the kindness and affection of a parent. 
His uncle, Moses Kean, a noted ventriloquist and mimic, also 
became interested in his pursuits, and endeavored to turn his 
attention to the legitimate drama; but the lad’s favorite 
amusements were pantomimes and feats of muscular dexterity, 
and he at length became a member of Saunders’ company in 
Bartholomew Fair, where he commenced the second era of 
his dramatic life in the character of a monkey. He after- 
ward appeared at Sadler's Wells, and the warm applause be- 
stowed on his recitations (for the excellence of which he was 
probably indebted to his uncle’s admirable imitations of 
eminent tragedians) induced him to a closer study of the 
best dramatic authors. Some time later, at Windsor, he won 
47 
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the approbation of royalty by his recitation of “Satan’s Ad- 
dress to the Sun,” and the first soliloquy of Richard; and at 
the same time gained the friendship of Dr. Drury, who sent 
him for three years to Eton School, where his classical studies 
were pursued with great diligence and success. 

After this, under the name of Carey, he played at Birming- 
ham, Edinburgh, &c., and for several years endured the vicis- 
situdes of a strolling life. In 1808, he married Miss Mary 
Chambers, an actress, by whom he had two sons—Howard, the 
eldest, who died in childhood, and Charles, who has since ob- 
tained celebrity as a tragedian. At this time, he not only 
played tragedy, comedy and pantomime, but gave lessons in 
fencing, dancing, &c. 

It has been said, that even in his palmiest days, he was 
prouder of his skill and dexterity as a harlequin than of his 
grandest tragic delineation. 

In the winter of 1818, on the recommendation of a friend, 
Mr. Arnold, of the Drury Lane committee, went to Dorchester 
for the purpose of witnessing his performances, and was 80 
much gratified with his Octavian, and Kanko in “ La Perouse,” 
that he immediately offered him an engagement at London 
for three years, at eight, ten, and twelve guineas per week, for 
each succeeding year. He made his first: appearance at Drury 
Lane, January 26th, 1814, as Shylock, with great success; and 
on the 12th of February enacted Richard III. with a brilliancy 
and effect unknown since the days of Garrick. This character 
established his fame and made his fortune, which, unforta- 
nately, he lacked judgment enough to retain. He next played 
Hamlet, on the 13th of March; Othello, on the 5th of May; 
Iago, on the 7th; and Luke, in the play of “Riches,” for his 
benefit on the 25th. 

On account of the great results of his engagement, the 
committee, on the latter occasion, remitted the usual charges 
for the house; and by the liberality of his friends, who paid 
freely for tickets, the proceeds amounted to two thousand 
pounds. The management also destroyed their articles of 
agreement, and made his engagement for five years, at sixteen 
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guineas per week for the first year, eighteen for the second, 
and twenty for the remainder of the term. For several years 
he reigned the undisputed monarch of the stage, the fire of 
genius and the seemingly unstudied impulses of nature lend- 
ing a charm to his acting that at once swept the heavy dec- 
lamation and the formal attitudes of the Kemble school from 
the altars where they had so long been worshipped. 

Intoxicated with success, Kean unhappily associated with 
those who soon debased his mind and morals—who led him 
into every excess, and estranged him from his wife and child, 
from whom he was separated for many years. 

On his first visit to America, he incurred the ill-will of the 
Boston audience, during his second engagement there, by re- 
fusing to appear when advertised, in consequence of a thin 
house, and, repairing to New York, he found the condemna- 
tion of his conduct so severe and universal, that he altered 
his determination of spending another season in America, and 
returned immediately to England. His moral infirmities there 
sunk him still lower in the estimation of the public, and his 
disgraceful liaison with Mrs. Alderman Cox, whose injured 
husband, in January, 1825, recovered from him, in a court of 
justice, a verdict of £800, attached a stigma to his character 
from which he never recovered. In the fall of 1825, he again 
visited this country, making his first appearance at the Park 
Theatre, November 14th of that year, as Richard III. The 
recollection of his slight to the Boston public, fostered by the 
rumors of indiscreet remarks attributed to him, caused one 
of the worst riots ever known in the city, the whole perform- 
ance being interrupted by the most vile and disgusting pro- 
ceedings. He immediately published an apologetic letter, 
couched in the humblest terms, which, after the first flush of re- 
sentment was past, had the effect of soothing the public mind, 
and prevented any further opposition to his appearance in 
New York. He next proceeded to Boston, where he was an- 
nounced for Richard on the 21st of December, but his ap- 
pearance was the signal for commencing a riot that ended in 
the almost total destruction of the audience part of the 
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theatre, and his expulsion from the stage of that city, where 
he never after attempted to perform. He, however, appeared, 
with slight opposition, at most of our other principal cities, 
making his last appearance in America, on the Park boards, 
as Richard, December 5th, 1826. 

On his return to England, he tound his attraction greatly 
diminished, which his confirmed habits of dissipation served 
only to decrease. In 18338, after a lengthened retirement, an 
attempt was made by the manager of Covent Garden to revive 
the interest formerly entertained for him, by announcing his 
appearance in connection with his son Charles, who, in his 
father’s declining state, evinced a generous feeling of forgive- 
ness, and an apparent reconciliation had been effected between 
them. They were accordingly advertised in the tragedy of 
“Othello,” on the 25th of March in that year—Mr. Kean as the 
Moor, Mr. Charles Kean as Jago—and appeared to a densely 
crowded house, which greeted the former favorite with the 
warmest demonstrations of applause. It soon, however, be- 
came apparent that the elder Kean was too feeble to do just- 
ice to his part, and, immediately after repeating the sentence, 
‘“‘ Othello’s occupation’s gone!” he sunk exhausted in his son's 
arms. He was quickly removed to his residence, where he 
lingered until the 15th of May, dying before he had com- 
pleted, his forty-sixth year, and yet, alas! for human frailty, a 
perfect wreck in mind and person. 

To enlarge upon his merit as an actor would be superfluous. 
Suffice it to say that, in his best estate as a tragedian, but one 
artist of his time at all approached him in excellence. His 
memory stands like a blasted monument, to warn the unwary 
of the path in which he fell—a path, unfortunately, in which 
too many of his successors tread. 

At the termination of Kean’s engagement, Mr. Cooper was 
again brought forward, and played until January 4th, 1821, 
when he took his benefit, in the character of Beverly, in the 
“ Gamester,” supported by Mrs. Barnes, in a most powerful and 
affecting delineation of Mrs. Beverly, being her first appear- 
ance in that part. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 3738 


Mrs. Alsop also re-appeared during the month, in the char- 
acters cf Estifania, Lydia Languish, Priscilla Tomboy, Lady 
Teazle, and Flora, in the “ Midnight Hour.” 

Master George Frederick Smith, a youthful prodigy of 
eleven, announced as from the Montreal Theatre, made his 
début in New York, January 5th, as Young Norval. He had 
been well drilled in the characters he represented, and went 
through them with much ability, appearing, however, to more 
advantage in Douglas, and Dick the Apprentice, than in Ro- 
meo, Richard, or Octavian, which he also played during his 
engagement. He was somewhat attractive for a few nights, 
making his last appearance on the 13th of January, after 
which the Theatre closed until Washington’s birthday, when 
it re-opened with “Gustavus Vasa” and the ‘Forest of Ro- 
semvald.” 

On the 24th of February, atter an absence of nine years, 
the old favorite, Jefferson, re-appeared as Bob Acres, and Old 
Doiley, in “Who’s the Dupe?” This excellent actor was re- 
ceived with great favor and maintained all his former repute 
by his very able performance of Tony Lumpkin, Doctor Smug- 
face, Lord Ogleby, Gregory Redtail, Plotwell, Solus, Ralph, 
in “Lock and Key,” Sir Benjamin Dove, in the “Brothers,” 
Lingo, Capt. Bertram, and Roger, in the “ Ghost.” 

On the 28th, the “Honeymoon” was advertised with a 
. “lady’s first appearance on any stage,” as Juliana. This lady 
was soon after announced as Mrs. Battersby. She repeated 
Juliana on the 5th of March, played the Widow Cheerly on 
the 7th, and appeared as Mrs. Haller and Lady Elizabeth 
Freelove, for her own benefit on the 9th. Mrs. Battersby was 
a woman of considerable ability, which, notwithstanding the 
above announcement, had previously been developed in the 
profession, in her native country—England. In 1826, she be- 
came Mrs: Stickney, by which name she was for several sea- 
sons attached to the Park company. Mr. Wemyss, in his Chro- 
nology, states that she returned to England and died there. 

This lady must not be confounded with Mrs. J. Stickney, 
long known at the Bowery and new Chatham Theatres, 
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On the 6th of March, the first representation of Dimond’s 
amusing farce, called the “Lady and the Devil,” took place, 
thus cast: | 


Wildlove. . ... Mr. bbe Jeremy. ... . Mr. Baers. 
Don Raphael. . . . REE Zephyrinag . . . Miss JoHNsoN. 
Claudian. . .. . $ WoopneLd, Negombo . . . Mrs. KILNER. 


On the 12th, Mr. Kean opened a new engagement as Ham- 
let. He took his benefit on the 26th, presenting, for the first 
time in America, a tragedy, entitled the “Jew of Malta,” 
altered by Penley from Christopher Marlow’s celebrated 
drama, which was not very favorably received, nor, we be 
lieve, ever repeated. It was thus played: 


Barabbas. ... . Mr. KB&AN. Selim . . « + Mr. Woopscun 
Don Lodowick . . . ‘* Maywoopn. | Ithamore . . . . ‘4 SPprLLer. 
Don Matthias. . . . ‘* Simpson. ' Abigail. . . . . Miss JoHNsonN. 
Ferneze .... . ‘6 KILNEB. | Katharine. . . . Mra. BaLpwin. 


The engagement being renewed, he appeared on the 27th, 
as Lear; on the 4th of April, for the first time as Alexander 
the Great; and, on the 6th, for his benefit and last appear- 
ance, as Jaffier. 

On the 9th, “Wallace, the Hero of Scotland,” was first 
played with great success—Mr. Maywood as Wallace, and Mrs. 
Barnes as Helen Mar. 

“The Warlock of the Glen,” a still favorite melo-drama at 
the minor theatres, was first represented in New York on the 
12th, as follows: 


Glasrnad : ! 7 Wooomois. | Countess “1 Mi. Banas 
Andrew... . . ‘¢  KILNEB. arian. . . . . ** PARKER. 

Mr. Frederick Brown, on the 13th, commenced another star 
engagement, during which he played such dissimilar charac- 
ters as Earl Osmond, Wallace, Job Thornberry and the Three 
Singles. 

Mr. Pritchard succeeded him, opening on the 24th, as 
Michael Ducas, with Mrs. Battersby as Adelgitha, and playing 
on his benefit night, May 7th, the characters of Roderick 
Dhu, Will Steady and Col. Rigolio. 

On the 25th of April, Barry Cornwall’s tragedy of “ Miran- 
dola” was produced, with the following cast: 

Jobn of Mirandola. . Mr. Maywoop. Isadora. . . . Mrs. BARNES. 


eae Ae a ere bg ‘© ~~ SIMPSON. Isabella. . . . . ‘“¢ BaLpWIn. 
Gheraldi . . ... “ Woopuvut.. Beatrice . . . . Miss Jownzs. 
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At a subsequent period, Mr. Cooper personated the hero. 

Miss Mary Anne Jones, whose name appears above, was a 
sister of Mrs. Edmund Simpson. She was a very young, 
pretty, pleasing and lady-like actress, and in the course of 
the following year became the wife of Mr. Bancker of the Park 
company. She died in New York, October 8th, 1825, while 
making rapid improvement in her profession. 

“Therese, the Orphan of Geneva,” an adaptation from the 
French. by John Howard Payne, was first played in New 
York, on the 30th of April, with the following excellent cast: 


Carwin... ..- Mr. Maywoop. Lavigne . . . . Mr. Barngs. 
Count de Morville . . ‘* WooDsHULL. | Pherese. . . .. Mrs. BaRngs. 
Fontaine. ... . ‘¢ SIMPSON. ‘ Countess... . ‘¢ BALDWIN. 
Picard . . . ‘ KILNER. | Bridget. . . . . © KILNER 


The interest of this piece never flags for a moment; its 
principal characters afford fine scope for acting, and its gen- 
eral merit renders it popular to the present day. We do not 
know that its original cast has ever been improved, except 
perhaps when Carwin and Therese were personated by For- 
rest and Mrs. Duff. It long ranked as one of the great trage- 
dian’s favorite dramas, and he frequently appeared in it, as 
an afterpiece, in years gone by. 

May 8th. The farce entitled “Bon Ton” was revived for 
the first time in many years, thus: 


Lord Minikin. . . . Mr. Simpson. Lady Minikin. . . Miss JoHNsON. 
Sir John Trotly. . . ‘* KILner. MissTittup . . . Mrs. Barrerssy. 
Davy. .... .- ‘¢ Bagngs. Gimp . ... . ‘* Parks. 


On the 9th of May, Mr. Henry Wallack, from the York and 
Hull Theatres, made his first appearance in America (accord- 
ing to the bills) as Young Norvaland Walter. Other authorities 
say that he had played in Baltimore and Philadelphia, in 
181819, and we believe the latter statement to be correct. 
During his engagement here, he represented with success 
the characters of Lucius Junius Brutus, Octavian, Rob Roy, 
Bertram, Gambia, Coriolanus, and Michael, in the “ Adopted 
Child.” This gentleman is said to have been born in Lon- 
don, in the year 1790, and although he never attained the 
high distinction of his brother James, his general merit was 
so great that we are inclined to place him, as a stock actor, 
very near the head of his profession. 
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Tragedy, Comedy, Melo-drama, Opera, Faree and Panto- 
mime have all been essayed by him at various times, and fre- 
quently with an ability entirely eclipsing the more pretend- 
ing efforts of self-exalted stars. His list of parts is surprising 
for its diversity: In tragedy, he has ranged from Hamid, 
Richard and Romeo, to the Stranger, Othello and Virginius. 
In comedy, he has played the Duke Aranza and Bob Handy, 
Mercutio and Benedick, Goldfinch, Dennis Brulgruddery, Zekiel 
Homespun and King Charles XII. In melo-drama, he has 
been highly successful as Dan Macraisy, Roderick Dhu, Te- 
keli, Rob Roy and a hundred other parts. In opera, he has 
given very meritorious personations of Count Belino, Doctor 
Bartolo and Whimsiculo; while in farce, his Lingo, Looney 
McTwolter, My Lord Duke's Servant and Bagatelle, would 
suffer little by comparison with the best seen on our stage. 
In Hotspur, Falconbridge, Macduff, King Henry VIII, Den- 
talus, William, (Black-Eyed Susan) Malvolio, Silver Jack and 
Dandie Dinmont, his efforts have shown to the greatest ad- 
vantage; and in these characters, when in his prime, he has 
scarcely been rivaled. In later years, his Squire Broadlands, 
in the “Old English Gentleman,” was a perfect fac-simile of 
the class; while he appeared with great éclat, also, as Sir Peter 
Teazle, Sir Anthony Absolute, Sir William Fondlove, Samuel 
Coddle, &c., &c. At the Old Chatham, Lafayette and Bowery 
Theatres, from 1824 to 1834, he was in the highest favor. In 
1837~'8—9, he was stage-manager of the old National Theatre, 
under his brother's lesseeship. He afterward played at the 
principal theatres in London, was stage-manager of the Prin- 
cess’s, in 1842-3, and in October, 18438, became the lessee of 
Covent Garden, a position that finally involved him in bank- 
ruptcy. In 1847, on the opening of the Broadway Theatre in 
this city, he was engaged to sustain the first line of old men, 
but age, and perhaps other infirmities, had then affected his 
memory, and the audience had frequent causes of dissatisfac- 
tion with him. His last appearance in New York was at the 
National Theatre, Chatham Street, as Falstaff, October 18th, 
1858. 
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In 1838, he procured a divorce from his first wife, and after- 
_ward married Miss Turpin, a vocalist of some provincial 

celebrity, whom he brought to this country in 1837. Mr. 
Henry Wallack was lately living in the vicinity of New York. 
His children by his first wife who have played here are: 

1st. James W. Wallack, Jr. a tragedian of repute both in 
England and America. 

2d. Miss Julia Wallack, afterward Mrs. W. Hoskin, who in 
1839—'40—'41 appeared at the Park, National, and Niblo’s Thea- 
tres, in singing characters, and afterward appeared success- 
fully in London as Miss Julia Harland. 

8d. Miss Fanny Wallack, (Mrs. Moorhouse) who was the 
leading actress at the Broadway Theatre in 1847 and 1848, 
and who died at Edinburgh, Scotland, October 12th, 1856. 

To resume our record. On the 12th of May, Mrs. Charles 
Darang, formerly Miss Mary White, of the Philadelphia 
Theatre, made her first appearance in New York as the 
Widow Cheerly. She was afterward well known at the 
Chatham Garden and Bowery Theatres as a very useful 
actress. 

On the 16th, Miss Johnson presented “Rob Roy” for her 
benefit, and in the course of its performance a pas seul was 
executed, with great applause, by Mrs. Henry Wallack, her 
first appearance in New York. 

At this time, she was, in face and person, one of the most 
lovely women that had ever graced the American Stage; and 
as a dancer in the good, old-fashioned, modest and graceful 
English school, entirely unrivaled. According to the opinion 
of one of her admirers, “she floated upon the stage like a 
being from another sphere.” Mrs. Wallack at this time ap- 
peared only in the ballet. She made her début in the regular 
drama, at Chatham Garden, May 25th, 1824, playing the in- 
teresting character of Rosalie Somers to the eutire satisfaction 
of a very numerous audience. They who remember only the 
latter part of her career can scarce have an idea of the exqui- 
site personal beauty and fascinating gracefulness of her earlier 
years. Her figure was of the most perfect symmetry, her 
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voice soft and musical, and her readings ever peculiarly 
chaste and correct. She had not enough of physical power 
to appear in the higher walks of tragedy, nor a sufficient flow 
of animal spirits for a dashing comedy part, but her quiet, 
child-like, and artless manner as a rural maiden, and her, 
grace, delicacy and perfect ease as a well-bred lady, gave her, 
in those characters, a superiority over all competition. She 
sang ballads very pleasingly, and her taste in costume won 
the admiration of the town. In the fall of 1828, she was 
engaged at the Park Theatre, where she remained until the 
spring of 1834, during which period she became gradually 
but totally changed in appearance, and was often incapaci- 
tated trom playing, even when her name was in the bills. 
She afterward undertook a Southern tour, and, after a short 
illness, died at New Orleans, April 10, 1836, aged about 37 
years. Her maiden name was Fanny Jones; and of her mar- 
ried life it is sufficient to say that it was most unhappy. 
She was divorced from her husband in 1833. 

On the 18th of May, a drama, from one of Scott’s novels, 
called the “Heir of Avenel, or Mary of Scotland,” was thus 


presented : 

George Douglas. . . Mr. Simpson. Queen Mary . . . Mrs. BARNwszs. 

Roland Graeme. . . ‘* Marwoop. Kate Seyton . . . Miss JoHNSON. 
Father Ambrose. . . ‘* WoovoHULL. Magdalene. . . . Mrs. BALpwin. 
Luke Lundin . . . % Bagnuzs. 


A new engagement with Mrs. Alsop commenced on the 
31st. On the 4th of June, for Mr. Simpson’s benefit, she ap- 
peared as Amelia Wildlove, and other characters, in a new 
piece called “Twelve Precisely,” supported by Simpson as 
Sir Frederick Frisky, Spiller as Brass, and Miss Jones as 
Peggy. Her sudden death occurred on the 13th. 

Mr. Barnes, the most extravagant of comedians, took his 
benefit on the 12th—appearing in the characters of Richard 
III. and Crack—attracting, it was said, the fullest house of 
the season, the receipts amounting to more than one thou- 
sand dollars. © ! 

For Mr. Maywood’s benefit, on the 18th, Mrs. Holman made 
her first appearance in two years, as Diana Vernon; and on 
the same occasion the drama of “Kenilworth” was first 
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played, with Simpson as the Earl of Leicester ; Woodhull as 
Varney ; Maywood as Anthony Foster; Mrs. Battersby as 
Queen Elizabeth, and Mrs. Barnes as Amy Robsart. 

Mr. James Anderson was frequently before the public this 
season. We cannot date his first appearance, but he had been 
connected with the establishment for two or three years. He 
became an efficient delineator of Irish peculiarities, and, in 
1823, was the first representative in America of Terry 
O'Rourke, the Irish Tutor. He was, at one time, prompter 
at the Park, and was afterward attached to the Chatham Gar- 
den Theatre, where his performance of Terence, in “ Brian 
Boroihme,” stamped him the best Irish actor of the day. For 
a long time he was stage-manager of the Bowery Theatre, and 
afterward, for several seasons, occupied the same situation at 
the New National, where he occasionally appeared, on a bene- 
fit night, as Old Terence. Except on such an occasion, he for 
many years confined his duties solely to the direction of the 
stage. He owned a fine farm in Tioga County, New York, 
and is, perhaps, still living there. Mr. Anderson was a native 
of County Carlow, Ireland, descended from a respectable 
Quaker family, and had been by trade an upholsterer. 

The season terminated on the 6th of July, with a benefit 
for Mr. Moreland, his last appearance in connection with the 
Park company, and, we believe, the last time the Anthony 
Street Theatre was used for dramatic purposes. “Douglas” 
and the “ Falls of Clyde” were the pieces performed. 


Old Norval . . . . Mr. KILner. Young Norval . . Mrs, BARNES. 
Glenalvon . . . . ‘* Marwoopn. Lady Randolph . . ‘« BALDWIN. 


The site was soon after purchased by the Vestry of Christ 
Episcopal Church, and a sacred edifice erected thereon, in 
which the Rev. Dr. Lyell officiated for a long time. This 
was finally swept away by the march of improvement, and 
the ground is now covered with stores. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 


New Park Theatre, 1821-2—City Theatre—Chatham Garden. 


H E New Park Theatre was so far completed as to 
be ready for performance on the ist of September, 
1821. 

Its dimensions were, in front, on Park Row, eighty feet in 
width and fifty-five in height, with a depth of one hundred 
and sixty-five feet, running through to Theatre Alley, where 
a large wing was attached, containing the green-room, dress- 
ing-rooms, &c. The audience entered by seven arched door- 
ways, the central five of which were reached by a low flight 
of steps, and opened into an extensive vestibule communicat- 
ing with the corridor of the first row of boxes; and the other 
two, on a level with the street and on either side of the steps, 
from which they were separated by a heavy abutment, afforded 
an easy access to the pit and gallery. The doors to these en- 
trances all opened outward, the well-remembered and terrible 
catastrophe at Richmond rendering such an arrangement to 
all public buildings indispensable to safety. Six large arched 
windows surmounted the doorways, besides a blank one in 
the centre, which was afterward converted into a niche, 
wherein was ensconced a well-carved figure of Shakspeare. 

Another row of smaller square windows was above these, 
and the whole front, though plain in its appearance and des- 
titute of architectural beauty, was inoffensive and respecta- 
ble. Its interior was neatly and conveniently fitted up, with 
as much regard to elegance and taste as the limited time be- 
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tween its erection and opening allowed. In the audience 
part of the house, which was calculated to hold 2,500 persons, 
there was a pleasant pit, with a gradual rise in each succeed- 
ing row of seats. Surrounding this rose three tiers, of four- 
teen boxes each, supported by small columns of burnished 
gold, six feet and six inches in height, and above was a com- 
modious gallery, entirely disconnected from the boxes, and 
used principally for colored persons. 

The front of the first circle of boxes was a Grecian balus- 
trade, relieved by a crimson ground. On the second were 
basso-relievos on & fawn-colored ground, representing boys 
supporting medallion portraits of poets and dramatists, with 
the figures of Tragedy and Comedy for a central group. The 
third circle was a Doric cornice with enrichments, which con- 
tinued round the proscenium, the arch of which was sup- 
ported by four Doric columns of yellow marble with white 
caps. The ceiling was flat, painted to imitate a cone, and 
divided into eight panels. The whole was lighted by patent 
oil-lamps, hung in three chandeliers of thirty-five lights each— 
gas not yet having been introduced into the city. 

The drop-scene represented a crimson damask curtain, 
drawn into festoons of gold cord and tassels,—in the centre, 
a porch of mosaic workmanship with balustrade, and beyond, 
an equestrian statue of Washington. 

The width of the stage at the drop-curtain was forty-five 
feet, and its depth seventy feet. 

The architect of the building was Hugh Reinagle, and the 
scenery and decorative paintings were executed by Messrs. 
Robbins, Reinagle, Evers and Henry Isherwood. The latter 
is the present well-known artist, who was at that time ac- 
quiring the rudiments of his profession. Robbins had been 
scene-painter for nearly thirty years, and in his department 
was always effective. Reinagle and Evers are too highly dis- 
tinguished in the history of American art to need encomium 
here. 

The stage. and machinery were constructed by Mr. George 
Conklin, long connected with the establishment, and the 
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lamps, glasses, hangings, &c., were all of American manufac- 
ture. : 

- Among the gentlemen who interested themselves in the 
rebuilding of the Theatre, and were considered par eminence 
the patrons of the drama, were Messrs. Elbert Anderson, Na- 
thaniel Prime, William Gracie, D. C. Colden, William Cole- 
man, Dominick Lynch, John Swartwout, Philip Hone, Edward 
Laight, Charles King, Hugh Maxwell, Doctor Hosack and 
Doctor Francis, but one of whom is now left upon the stage 
of life (1866). 

Before the building was completed, its proprietors, Messrs. 
Astor and Beekman, had opened negotiations with various 
individuals for leasing it. At one time it was offered to Mr. 
W. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, and at another Mr. Dunlap was 
invited to resume its management, but finally, after a deal of 
miserable chaffering, it was awarded to those gentlemen who 
alone had a rightful claim to it, the late managers, Stephen 
Price and Edmund Simpson. 

It was first opened to the public on the evening of Satur- 
day, September Ist, 1821. 

The price of admission at this time to the boxes was one 
dollar; to the pit, seventy-five cents; and to the gallery, fifty 
cents. Mr. Falconer was treasurer, a situation he had held 
for more than thirty years, and Mr. Gillingham, a musician of 
taste and experience, heretofore alluded to, leader of the 
orchestra. 

The company engaged consisted of Messrs. Maywood, 
Pritchard, Simpson, Woodhull, Barnes, Kilner, Phillips, Reed, 
Bancker, Wheatley, and Nexsen; Mesdames Barnes, Battersby, 
Barrett, Holman, and Wheatley, and the Misses Johnson, 
Jones, Bland, and Brundage, to which several valuable addi- 
tions were soon after made. 

The freedom of the Theatre to a resident, or a gold medal 
of the value of fifty dollars to a non-resident, was offered by 
the management for the best poetical address, to be spoken 
on the opening night. About sixty communications were re 
ceived, and a committee of literary gentlemen justly selected 
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the one written by Charles Sprague, of Boston, and its recita- 
tion by Mr. Simpson formed the commencement of the enter- 
tainment on the first night of the season. We subjoin a copy 
of this admired and spirited production: 


‘*When mitred Zeal, in wild, unholy days, 
Bared his red arm, and bade the fagot blaze. 
Our patriot sires the pilgrim sail unfurled, 
And Freedom pointed to a rival] world. 
Where prowled the wolf, and where the hunter roved, 
Faith raised her altars to the God she loved ; 
Toil, linked with Art, explored each savage wild, 
The forest bowed, the desert bloomed and smiled; 
Taste reared her domes, fair Science spread her page, 
And Wit and Genius gathered round the Stage. 


The Stage! where Fancy sits creative queen, 
And spreads gay web-work o’er life’s mimic scene ; 
Where young-eyed Wonder comes to feast his sight. 
And gain instruction, while he drinks delight. 
The Stage! that threads each labyrinth of the soul, 
Wakes laughter's peal and bids the tear-drop roll; 
That hoots at Folly, mocks proud Fashion’s slaves, 
And brands with shame the world’s vile drove of knaves. 


“The child of genius, catering for the Stage, 
Rifles the stores of every clime and age. 
He speaks! the sepulchre resigns its prey, 
And crimeon life runs through the sleeping clay ; 
The grave, the gibbet, and the battle-field 
At his command their festering tenants yield. 
Here Wisdom’s heir, released from Death’s embrace, : 
Reads awful lessons to another race ; 
Pale, bleeding Love comes weeping from the tomb, 
That kindred softness may bewail herdoom; , 
Murder’s dry bones, reclothed, desert the dust. 
That after-times may own the sentence just ; 
And the mad tyrant of some moldering page 
Stalks here to warn, who once could curse an age. 


May this fair dome, in classic beauty reared, 
By Taste be fostered, and by Worth revered ; 
May chastened Wit here bend to Virtue’s cause, 
Reflect her image, and repeat her laws ; 

And Vice, that slumbers o’er the sacred page, 
Hate his own likeness shadowed from the Stage. 
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Here let the guardians of the Drama sit 

In righteous judgment o’er the realm of Wit ; 
Not his the shame with servile pen to wait 
On private friendship or on private hate ; 

To flatter fools, or Satire’s javelin dart, 
Tipped with a lie, at proud Ambition’s heart. 
His be the nobler task to herald forth 

Young blushing merit and neglected worth, 
To stamp with scorn the prostituted page, 
And lash the fool who lisps it from the Stage. 


“Here ehall bright Genius wing his eagle flight, 
Rich dew-drops shaking from his plumes of light, 
Till high in mental worlds, from vulgar ken, 

He soars, the wonder and the pride of men. 

Cold Censure here to decent Mirth shall bow, 

And Bigotry unbend his monkish brow ; 

Here Toil shall pause, his ponderous aledge thrown by, 
And Beauty bless each strain with melting eye ; 

Grief, too, in fiction lost, shall cease to weep, 

And all the world’s rude cares be laid to sleep ; 

Each polished scene shall taste and truth approve, 
And the Stage triumph in the people’s love.” 


After which was presented the comedy of “ Wives as They 
Were, and Maids as They Are,” with the following cast: 


Lord Priory . . . . Mr. Baanzs. Norberry . . . . Mr. Woopsvutu 
Sir Wm. Dorillon . . ‘‘ KQLnge, | Lady Priory . . . Miss Joanson. 
Sir George Evelyn . . ‘* PHILLIPS. Lady Mary Raffie . Mrs. Barrenssy. 
Bronzely.... .© ‘¢ = SIMPSON. ;} Miss Dorilllon. . . ‘* Basnzs. 
Concluding with the melo-drama of “Therese.” 
Carwin ..... Mr. Marwoop. Therese. . . . . Mrs. Barnes. 
Fontaine. . . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Countess ... . ‘“ Barrexssy. 
Lavigne... . . ‘© 6 BABNES. Bridget. . . . . ‘* Wosarsr. 


The latter lady re-appeared after a year’s absence, and soon 
gave evidence of very great improvement. 

On Monday, Sept. 8d, previous to the performance of “ Man 
and Wife,” in which Pritchard played Cornelius O' Dedimus, 
and Mrs. Wheatley Lady Worrett, Mrs. Barnes delivered, with 
much applause, a second Prize Poem, written by Samuel 
Woodworth, of which the following is a copy: 


“ What glorious vision bursts upon my view ? 
Does Fanoy mock me’? No, ’tis true! ’tis true! 
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No false, illusive dream of past delight, 
But blest realities salute my sight ; 

The ruthless fiend of Ruin is displaced 
By Beauty, Fashion, Elegance and Taste! 


*‘ Thrilled with such rapture as when first I prest 
The infant Shakspeare to this throbbing breast, 
I hail the scene! my temple and my home! 
While rays of beauty light the vaulted dome. 
Despair, avaunt! the storm of grief is past, 
And joy’s bright sunshine gilds the scene at last. 


‘‘ Here, where the tragic muse has mourned so long 
The sleep of passion and the death of song; 
Where o’er the urn of blighted hopes she hung, 
With vacant, beamless eye and silent tongue ; 
While shapeless heaps of ruin smoked around, 
And desolation marked the blackened ground ; 
Here from its ashes see her temple burst, 

With grace and splendor that surpass the first. 
So from his parent’s dust the Phoenix springs, 
With Eden’s richest plumage on his wings ; 
Thus dazzling soars, unrivaled and alone, 

His age a century, and a world his own! 


‘Ye generous freemen, who in danger stand 
The shield and bulwark of your happy land ; 
Who, mid the sweeter luxuries of peace, 
Behold your greatness and your arts increase, 
Whose liberal minds throw lustre on the age, 
Oh! still protect and patronize the Stage ; 
That bright auxiljar in Refinement’s cause, 
Which raised proud Greece to what at length she was ; 
Invited forth and scattered unconfined 
The boundless treasures of a Shakspeare’s mind, 
And taught the vulgar, barbarous sons of strife 
The gentler courtesies that sweeten life. 


‘Ye free-born fair, who grace Columbia’s clime, 
Whose bosoms glow with sentiments sublime, 
Whose smiles inspire the actions they reward, 
Whose tears embalm the virtues they applaud ; 
Still let those smiles and tears alternate prove 
That wit can charm—that sympathy can move: 
And while your hearts celestial Truth revere, 
Still condescend to trace her picture here ; 
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Still let your presence consecrate the art 

That holds a mirror to the human heart; 

That shows the black and hideous form of Vice, 
And raises Virtue’s worth beyond a price ; 

That culls the fruits of Fancy's wide domains ; 
That calls from Poesy her sweetest strains ; 
That teaches young Affection what alone 

Can make a virtuous, manly heart her own, 

And shows to Art how vain are all its wiles— 
That he who wing must first deserve your smiles. 


“Columbians all! ye patriots and ye fair, 
Still let the Drama claim your generous care ; 
Cherished by you, it will the champion prove 
Of Freedom, Virtue, and the Arts you love: 
So shall this City, by refinement blest, 
Become the pride and mistress of the West ; 
So shall your Country rise to greater fame, 
And endless glory gild Columbia's name !”’ 


On the 4th, Mrs. Barrett made her first appearance in seven 
years as Mrs. Malaprop. She was still a skillful actress in 
many parts, but by no means an adequate substitute for Mrs. 
Baldwin, whose versatility she had never equaled. The latter 
had had some misunderstanding with the management regard- 
ing her range of parts, and, the difference proving irrecon- 
cilable, she was not re-engaged, and never afterward appeared 
on the boards of the Park Theatre. 

The first new piece of the season was Banim’s still favorite 
drama of “Damon and Pythias,” which was produced on the 
10th, with the following cast: 


Damon. . ... « Mr. Mayrwoop. Lucullus . . . . Mr. PHriurps. 
Pythias . . . © . ‘SIMPSON. Damocles. . . . ‘“f WHEATLEY. 
Dyonisius. . . . .« ‘¢ PRITCHARD. Hermione. . . . Mrs. Barrerssy. 
Philistius. 2... ‘¢  WoopbuLL. Calanthe . . . ‘© Baanas. 


Macready and Charles Kemble, as Damonand Pythias, made 
this play very popular at Covent Garden; but although May- 
wood did his best for Damon at this time, it was not until 
Cooper assumed the character, (which, next to Virgintus, was 
the best portraiture of his later years) that it had any marked 
success here. 

On the 12th, Mrs. Baldwin gave an entertainment for her 
benefit at Washington Hall, then situated on Broadway, be- 
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tween Chambers and Reade Streets, where Stewart’s marble 
warehouse now stands. “Douglas” and the “ Sultan” were the 
pieces performed, (by amateurs) the beneficiary sustaining the 
characters of Lady Randolph and Rozalana. Mrs. Holman 
lent her aid in a variety of musical gems, 

On the 24th, Mr. Kilner took his farewell benefit, playing 
Dentatus, in “ Virginius,” and Bluff, in “Robinson Crusoe.” 
Mr. Kilner went to Boston, where he remained several years. 

On the 25th, a gentleman from England was advertised for 
Henry Bertram, his first appearance on any stage, in which 
part he succeeded so well, that he appeared again on the 8d 
of October, as Malcolm, in the “Slave.” This gentleman was 
Mr. Peter Richings, who was the son of a Post-Captain in the 
British Navy, and born at Kensington on the 19th of May, 
1797. At the Charter-House School, London, and at Pembroke 
College, Oxford, he had acquired a liberal education, and in 
1816, his father having been promoted to the rank of Admiral, 
and enjoying a lucrative situation in the East Indies, he sailed 
for that region, where a fine opening was awaiting his accept- 
ance. Soon after his arrival, his father was seized with par- 
alysis, and he was obliged to return with him to England, 
where a commission in the army was purchased for him, 
which, on being drafted for a West India station, he sold, and 
devoted himself to the study of the law. 

About this time he also married, and after two years’ read- 
ing of Coke and Blackstone, his health failed him, and he re- 
solved to give up the profession and prepare for the Stage, 
an inclination that had no doubt been encouraged by his gay 
young friends, to whom his polished manners, fine voice, and 
spirited singing, had given great delight. 

His family strenuously opposed this determination, and, 
rather than wound their feelings or their pride, he embarked 
for America, where he made his first theatrical effort, as 
above stated. During his first season, his parts were prin- 
cipally operatic, and in these he gave general satisfaction ; 
but his first genuine hit was in 1823, in the character of 
Dick Trifle, in “Tom and Jerry,” which he played with such 
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spirit and effect as to obtain an increase of salary from the 
management, and a prominent position with the audience, 
who ever after held him in high esteem, especially in the 
character of a fop, which he represented better than any 
other actor we have ever seen. For many years, Mr. Rich- 
ings continued gradually but steadily to improve in skill, and 
finally proved himself, in many parts, a most consummate 
artist. We subjoin several, in which he was entirely un- 
rivaled on the New York Stage, viz.: Osrick, Roderigo, 
Sparkish, Wildrake, Sir Benjamin Backbite, Lord Tinsel, 
Floriville, Random, Pietro, in “Masaniello;” Beppo, Olifour, 
Marquis, in the “ Postillion ;’ Young Contrast, in the “ Lord 
of the Manor;” Baron Altradof, Major Galbraith, Martalini, 
Serg’t Austerlitz, Dirck Hatteraick, Hyssop, Cesar Chante- 
loupe, Bill Sykes, &c. 

The last four were truly wonderful exhibitions of dramatic 
effect, and his personation of Sir Osbaldistone de Mowbray, in 
“Patrician and Parvenu,” is also worthy of particular men- 
tion, as well for its remarkable beauty and faithfulness of 
representation, as for its being the first character of note in 
which he delivered language purely sentimental, and por- 
trayed high-bred dignity with entire success, that being a line 
of character in which he had hitherto signally failed. Owing 
to the embarrassments of the Park Theatre, Mr. Richings left 
New York in 1840, and became Mr. Burton's stage-manager in 
Philadelphia, and was afterward acting and stage manager 
of the Chestnut Street Theatre. 

Mr. Richings has lately traveled as a star with his adopted 
daughter, Miss Caroline Richings, his chief attraction being 
in the old associations and affectionate remembrances of a 
emall class of playgoers now called old-fashioned. On his 
last appearance at Niblo’s, in 1864, Time’s meddlesome inter- 
ference was unpleasantly perceptible both in his person and 
acting. 

Mr. Richings is tall and rather slender, though in his prime 
he exhibited a remarkably well-turned figure; his features 
were (and are) good, but deficient in variableness of expres 
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sion; his taste in costume was unrivaled, and in characters 
that admitted of such display, his dresses were of surpassing 
elegance of design, and magnificence of material and orna- 
ment; and in this particular, he enjoyed the repute of excel- 
ling all his stock contemporaries. As & man, we have never 
heard of a blemish on his character. 

On the 26th of September, Byron’s tragedy of “Marino 
Faliero” was first brought out, and with but little success. 
Mr. Maywood played Marino; Mr. Simpson, Bertuccio; Mr. 
Woodhull, Michael Steno; Mr. Pritchard, Israel Bertuccio, and 
Mrs. Barnes, Angiolina. 

A farce called the “Grand Tour’ was more successful, and 
was thus played for the first time on the 4th of October: 


Jacky Gimcrack . . . . . . «© «© «© © © « Mr. PRITCHARD. 
Seabright. ... . Mr. Simpson. Blushington . . . Mr. Woopxv.t. 
Violet. . 2. 2. 6 "66 BaRNeEs. Miss Venture. . . Mrs. BaRrert. 


On the 5th of October, the little lunatic giant of the Stage, 
Junius Brutus Booth, made his first appearance in New York 
as Richard III, a character which, in America, has had but 
three adequate representatives—Cooke, Kean and Booth, the 
last not least in point of merit. 

Mr. Booth, during his engagement, also appeared as Octa- 
vian, Brutus, Lear, Othello, Hamlet and Jerry Sneak, the latter 
two on the 15th, for his benefit, which netted him apres of 
twelve hundred dollars. 

Mr. Booth was born at St. Pancras, near London, on the 1st 
of May, 1796, his father being a respectable solicitor, and his 
mother a descendant or relative of the celebrated John 
Wilkes. In very early life, Mr. Booth gave his attention to 
pictorial pursuits, in which he evinced great taste and skill ;— 
he afterward entered the navy, which he abandoned to ac- 


quire the printer’s art, which in its turn was thrown aside for 


the study of the law; that being succeeded by renewed 
attempts with his pencil, accompanied by some creditable 
experiments in sculpture. He was finally seized with a pas- 
sion for the Stage, and began his theatrical career at Dept- 
ford, a8 Campillo, in the “Honeymoon,” on the 18th of De- 
‘cember, 1813. He afterward played in several continental 
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theatres, and returning to England, made his débué at Covent 
Garden, in October, 1815, as Sylvius, in “As You Like It,” 
remaining through the season at a salary of two pounds per 
week. He afterward acted at Worthing and Brighton, and 
at the latter place made a great hit as Sir Giles Overreach, 
which resulted in his being immediately engaged for Covent 
Garden, where he re-appeared February 12th, 1817, as Richard 
ITT, and notwithstanding the sneers, sarcasms and discourage- 
ments uttered by almost every member of the company, he 
gained for his representation the most triumphant success. 
After playing it a second time, with even increased applause, 
the Drury Lane management induced him to leave Covent 
Garden, and on the 20th announced his appearance at their 
house in the character of Jago to Mr. Kean’s Othello, their 
joint performance being received with acclamation, and cre- 
ating an intense excitement in dramatic circles. A repetition 
of the play was advertised for the following evening, and at- 
tracted a crowded and brilliant audience. But Mr. Booth 
had already repented of his flight from Covent Garden, find- 
ing out when too late that the Drury Lane committee dreaded 
his attraction at a rival house, and after using him for a time 
must necessarily shelve him, as the characters in which he 
was likely to succeed were already in Mr. Kean’s possession, 
and he consequently refused to appear, assigning also, as an 
additional reason, an attack of indisposition. 

An overflowing house awaited Mr. Booth’s return to Covent 
Garden, where, on the 25th, he again attempted to perform 
Richard ; but his vacillating course had excited a strong feel- 
ing of disapprobation, which was artfully fanned by the Drury 
Lane management, and notwithstanding the presence of a 
numerous body of friends, he was assailed throughout the 
entire evening with riotous demonstrations of opposition and 
the play was gone through with in dumb show only. Mr. 
Booth made an apologetic appeal to the public the next day, 
but another riotous assemblage greeted him on the Ist of 
March, while on the 8d and 6th, he played Richard with very 
slight manifestations of disapprobation, which thereafter en- 
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tirely ceased. He next appeared as Sir Giles Overreach, 
which was as attractive as his Richard, followed by Posthumus, 
Fitzharding, (“Curfew”) Sir Edward Mortimer, and Rinaldo, in 
the “ Conquest of Taranto,” being supported by Charles Kem- — 
ble, Macready, Young and Miss S. Booth, a lady who, on his 
first appearance, had earnestly requested him to add an “K” 
to his name, for fear they might be mistaken for relatives. 
He afterward played at Edinburgh and the principal pro- 
vincial cities with great éclat, returning at the commence- 
ment of the season to Covent Garden, where soon after the 
tragedy of the “ Apostate” was produced. 

Although Mr. Booth rehearsed the character of Pescara, 
(which he afterward played with fine effect) he refused to 
perform it, and Mr. Macready was substituted, making, in its 
performance, his first advance from his hitherto merely tol- 
erated mediocrity. In April, 1820, Mr. Booth played King 
Lear, with masterly effect, and created such an interest in his 
performance that Mr. Glossop, of the Cobourg Theatre, en- 
gaged him to appear there for three nights a week (his off- 
nights at Covent Garden) in the character of Fitzarden, in 
a melo-drama, called the “Lear of Private Life,” where for a 
long time he attracted overflowing audiences. 

In the fall of 1820, Mr. Booth was again engaged at Drury 
Lane, where he shared the leading business with Wallack and 
John Cooper. He then played at the English Theatre at 
Amsterdam, and visited the Island of Madeira, whence he 
suddenly took passage for America, and arrived at Norfolk, 
Va., in July, 1821. He made his first appearance in this 
country, at Richmond, on the 13th of that month, as Richard 
IIE After a very successful campaign there, he appeared at 
the Park, as above recorded, and subsequently played bril- 
liant engagements throughout the Union, enlisting among 
his warmest friends, the distinguished statesman and scholar, 
John Quincy Adams. About this time he also purchased a 
farm in Maryland, (which he held until death) and re- 
turning to England, played for a short time in London. He 
came back to America in the spring of 1824; acted 
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again at the Park; was stage-manager at Chatham Garden, 
under Henry Wallack; stage-manager at the Camp Street 
Theatre, New Orleans, under Caldwell; and lessee and man- 
ager of the Adelphi Theatre, Baltimore, at which establish- 
ment, during an engagement of Charles Kean, he appeared 
as the Second Actor, in the play-scene of “Hamlet,” and re- 
cited his part of six lines with wonderful power and effect. 
He was long an immense favorite at the Bowery, where he 
never failed of drawing overflowing houses, though his fre- 
quent non-appearance when advertised, caused many bitter 
disappointments. In 1848, he played his last engagement at 
the Park Theatre, which was highly successful, notwithstand- 
ing he was then a mere wreck of his former self. He afterward 
occasionally played at the New National, where his last per- 
formance in New York took place, Sept. 19th, 1851, in the 
characters of Sir Edward Mortimer and Shylock. He soon 
after visited California, returning by the way of New Orleans, 
- where, at the St. Charles Theatre, on the 19th of November, 
1852, he made his last appearance on the Stage, as Sir Ed- 
ward Mortimer and John Lump. He died four days later, 
while on a steamboat bound for Cincinnati, aged 56 years and 
6 months. His remains were brought to his home and in- 
terred at Baltimore. 

Mr. Booth was under middle size, and his lower limbs were 
inelegantly formed, but his face was eminently handsome, 
his eyes capable of assuming a melting tenderness of expres- 
sion, or of darting the most vivid flashes of intense passion; 
and his voice was strong, musical, and of the most varied in- 
tonation. The grandeur of his action, and the sublimity of 
his elocution, destroyed all thought of his diminutive size, 
and crowned him for years the monarch of the American 
Stage. As a tragedian, in his best moods, he has been 
scarcely surpassed by any who have graced our boards, and 
then by Cooke and Kean alone. Charles Kemble and Macready, 
with their studied attitudes and enunciation, were, in com- 
parison, but as plodding, wire-drawing critics. Booth was 
the individual he represented; he imagined himself the very 
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man, and the exquisite modulations of his voice, the wonder- 
ful mobility of his countenance, and the inspiration of his 
transcendent genius, thoroughly identified him with the most 
diverse characters. In Richard, Shylock, Iago, Lear, Sir Giles 
Overreach, Sir Edward Morlimer and Pescara, he was allowed, 
by universal suffrage, to have been unrivaled here for near a 
quarter of a century; and in early life, his Hamlet and Romeo 
were equally beautiful specimens of art. His other parts, in 
which he principally excelled, were Macbeth, Cassius, Gloster, 
in “Jane Shore,” Luke, in “Riches,” Pierre, Octavian, Oroo- 
noko, Michael Ducas and the Stranger. He sometimes de- 
graded his talents by appearing in low comedy—and in Maw- 
worm, Jerry Sneak, John Lump and Geoffrey Muffincap, was 
capable of convulsing an audience with laughter. His edu- 
cation was of a high order, and he had acquired a perfect 
mastery of the French, German and Italian languages, and a 
general familiarity with others. His performance of Oresté, 
in the French Theatre at New Orleans. was attended with 
complete success. 

Mr. Booth was thrice married; first, in 1814, to a French 
lady at Brussels; second, to a Miss Holmes, in 1820, who ac- 
companied him to this country, and was the mother of his 
son Junius; and third, to an American lady, (about 1830) 
who survived him, and is the mother of Edwin Booth. A 
daughter is the wife of John 8. Clarke, comedian.’ 

Charity would draw a vail over his frailties, but Truth 
obliges us to say of this man, with the signet of a God upon 
his brow, that by his own act he was often sunk below the 
level of a brute. In his earliest days his temper is said to 
have been hasty, petulant and peevish, and he unfortunately 
put the enemy in his mouth, that not only stole away his 
brains, but substituted instead those of a demon. In his 
moments of inebriation he knew not friend from foe; he for- 
got his engagements with his managers, his duty to the public, 
his respect for himself. His drunken brawls were a terror to 


1 His youngest son, John Wilkes, was the miserable and misguided assassin of President 
Lincoln. 
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his friends, and in one of them, while making a violent as- 
sault upon the person of a companion, he received a blow 
from an andiron across his nose, which broke the cartilage, 
and destroyed the manly beauty of his countenance forever. 
Though disappointed often and again, so forgiving were our 
audiences, and so intense the admiration of his talents, that 
up to his latest day, when he appeared but as a battered and 
broken column, if the public felt assured that he was “himself 
alone,” they thronged to greet him as in earlier years, when 
he was indeed “the admired of all admirers.” To the last he 
retained their affection, if not their respect. 

The farce of the “Spectre Bridegroom” was first played 
at the Park on the 11th of October, 1821, Mr. Woodhull being 
the Nicodemus ; Mr. Barnes, Dickory ; Miss Johnson, Lavinia, 
and Miss Jones, Georgiana. 

On the 17th, Mr. T. Phillipps made his first appearance, 
after an absence of three years, as Count Belino, and went 
through a round of his old operatic parts. 

October 30th. Mr. Joseph Cowell made his first appearance 
on the American Stage, as L’£clair, in the “Foundling of the 
Forest,” and as Crack, in the “Turnpike Gate,” being well 
received in the former, and making so great a hit in the latter 
part, as to retain its sole possession while he continued on 
the New York Stage. This excellent comedian was born at 
Kent, England, August 7th, 1792, and made his first appear- 
ance on the Stage at Plymouth Dock, as Belcour, in the 
‘West Indian,” in January, 1812, and afterward played with 
success at different provincial theatres, experiencing the 
various ills of a strolling life, until he finally installed him- 
self as an acceptable member of the company at Drury Lane, 
London. | 

He stood in high favor at the Park until the summer of 
1823, when he became the acting manager of Price & Simp- 
son’s Equestrian Company, then performing at the Broadway 
Circus, with the traveling circuit of Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington and Charleston. He left this concern 
in 1826, to accept a regular engagement at the Philadelphia 
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Theatre, where he was also held in high esteem, and was 
afterward well known in almost every principal theatre in 
the Union. In the summer of 1837, Mr. Cowell, in conjunc- 
tion with J. J. Adams, opened a little box in Broadway, 
in the building afterward forming part of Barnum’s late 
Museum, near Fulton Street, and called it the City Theatre, 
which, though numbering several good artists in its company, 
proved a losing speculation. He soon after went to New 
Orleans, where he brought out his daughter Sidney, subse- 
quently Mrs. Bateman, and had the misfortune to lose his 
wife, a talented and accomplished actress, but little known 
in New York. 

In 1844, he went to Europe, but again returned here, and 
in September, 1850, appeared at the Astor Place Opera House. 
On the 23d of April, 1856, he took a farewell benefit, and an- 
nounced his last appearance on the New York Stage, at the 
Broadway Theatre, when he repeated his celebrated part of 
Crack. In 1863, he accompanied his grand-daughter, Miss 
Bateman, to Europe, and witnessed her successful début in 
London,—but was soon after seized with the sickness which 
terminated his existence, on the 14th of November, in that 
year, at the age of 71. 

Some years since, he published an entertaining autobio- 
graphical work, entitled “ Thirty Years Among the Players,” 
containing a valuable record of Stage events, and much inter- 
esting personal history. One of his sons, Samuel Cowell, now 
deceased, was well known as a comedian, in Europe and 
America. 

November Ist, Mr. Kent, formerly of Drury Lane, made his 
first bow to an American audience, in the character of Sir 
Anthony Absolute, and was also favorably received. He played 
bluff and hearty old men with considerable merit, and was a 
valuable adjunct in the operatic department. He left the 
establishment in 1825, and died at Albany in 1830. 

On the 13th, Miss Julia Drake was advertised to appear as 
Lady Teazle. We believe she afterward became Mrs. Dean, 
and mother of the future favorite—Mrs. Julia Dean Hayne. 

@ 
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On the 14th, Mr. T. Phillipps commenced another engage- 
ment as Count Belino, and took his benefit on the 22d, with 
the following performance of Bishop’s adaptation of Rossini’s 


“ Barber of Seville :” 

Count Almaviva. . . Mr. T. Pur.ipps. Figaro. . .. . Mr. CowgLe. 
Dr. Bartolo . . . . ‘* BARNBs. Rosina . . . . Mrs. Hotman. 
Fiorello . . .. . ‘6 KENT. Marcelina . . . Miss Jones. 


On the 15th, the pleasing little comedy, called “ Love’s 
Dream,” was produced with the annexed cast: 


Henry Morton . . . Mr. Pritcaagp. Maria... . . Miss JongEs. 
Frederick Easy . . . ‘* Simpson. Cecelia. . ... Mrs. BaRngs. 
Simon. . ... . ‘*  CowgLL. 


Mr. James Wallack’s first appearance since his return from 
Europe, occurred on the 20th, in the character of Hamlet, in 
which he was received with the greatest enthusiasm. He 
took his benefit on the 27th, when he personated Romeo and 
Dick Dashall. On the latter evening, Miss Chamberlain made 
her first appearance in America as Juliet. She was unequal 
to the part, or to any first line of characters, but remained at- 
tached to the company until her death, in the spring of 
1824. 

M. M. Noah’s holiday drama of “Marion, or the Hero of 
Lake George,” was first played on the 25th, with the follow- 


ing cast: 

Capt. Marion. . : . Mr. Simpson. Caleb . . . Mr. Cowen. 
Col. Conway... . ‘** Maywoop. Nick> «.. 4+ «-«<.4 ‘*  Bagnyes. 
Ensign Beverly . . . ‘* Woop. Emma .... . Mrs. BARNES. 
Aid-de Gamp. . . . ‘‘ PaILuips. | Mrs. Fitzhenry .. ‘© Barrerssy. 


Mr. Cooper now took his turn, commencing on the 29th as 
Macbeth, and ending with his benefit on the 6th of December, 
when he repeated Virginius, and appeared as Col. Tamper, in 
the “ Deuce is in Him.” 

Faucit’s beautiful domestic drama of the “Miller's Maid” 
was played for the first time on the 7th of December, Cowell 
making another great hit in it as Matty Marvellous. The cast 
stood thus: 


The Miller. . 2. . . Mr. Mayrwoon. | Matty Marvellous . Mr. Cowztu.. 
George. . . .-. . *¢ SIMPSON. Dame... .. Mra. Barratt. 
Giles . 2. . we. «© KENT. Phebe. ... . ‘* Bagngs. 
Old Granger. . . . ‘“* WoopRULL. 


On the 10th, a benefit was given to Mr. Wallack, who had 
lately fractured his leg, by which he was precluded from 


playing for several months. The entertainments consisted of 
® 
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the comedy called “A Cure for the Heartache,” with the fol- 


lowing fine cast: 


Old Rapid. . .. . Mr. Baanes. | Frank Oatland . . Mr. Cowr.. 


Young Rapid. . “ Srmpson. Miss Vortex . . . Mrs. Battxgssy. 
Sir Hubert Stanley. ‘«  - WooDHULL. Ellen Vortex . . . Miss Jonzs. 
Vortex . .... “* Kern, | Jessy Oatland. . . ‘“ Jonson. 


the first performance of a farce entitled “Nature and Phil- 
osophy, or the Youth who Never Saw a Woman,” in which 
Mrs. Barnes appeared as Colin, Mr. Woodhull as Father 
Philip, Miss Johnson as Eliza, and Mrs. Barrett as Ger- 
trude; also a farce called a“ Chip of the Old Block,” with 


the following cast: 
Sir Arthur Single . . Mr. KEwnr. rp le Evergreen . . Mrs. Barrett. 


Capt.Single . . . . ‘“* RicHIN@s, ‘ Emma.... . Miss Jonson. 
Chip ...... ‘¢ 6 CowRLL. Rose. - .  Joxns. 


For Mr. Simpson’s benefit on the 19th, a new comedy called 
“Match Breaking” was brought out, with the following cast: 


Baron de Stromberg. . . . - - - . s+ s+ e ee ew es Mr. WoopHULL 
Princ@. « «© «© « < Mr. PritcHaRp. Theodore . . . . Miss Joanson, 
cdger ea We - « SIMPBON. Pauling . . . . = * JONES, 
Solomon . ... . ‘* CowBLL. Emma ...... Mrs. Barngs. 


On the 7th of January, 1822, the Misses Durang, from the 
Philadelphia Theatre, made their first appearance in New 
York in a Pas de Deux. They were young and graceful, and 
their dancing gave great satisfaction. 

Miss Charlotte Durang died at Philadelphia in 1824, at the 
age of 21. Miss Juliet Durang (subsequently Mrs. Godey 
and Mrs. Wallace) became a pleasing representative of boys 
and chambermaids, and also died at Philadelphia, February 
15th, 1849, aged 44 years. They were the daughters of John 
Durang, formerly of the John Street Theatre. 

On the 15th, Mr. Tyler, after twelve years’ separation from 
the Park company, re-appeared as Sciolto in the “Fair Peni- 
tent,” Mrs. Barnes playing Calista for the first time. On the 
16th, he personated Mandeville, in the “Will,” and gave the 
Italian Singer's music in the “ Critic,” and on the 18th, took 
his benefit in the characters of Baron Wildenheim, and Ario- . 
ne/li, in the farce of the “Son-in-Law,” with Cowell as Bowkit, 
Richings as Bouquet, and Mrs. Holman as Cecelia. Mr. Tyler 
was now in his seventieth year, but was able to go through 
his personations with much of his former ability. 

On the 25th, a “young gentleman” made a most successful 
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début as Hamlet ; on the 29th, he appeared as Rolla ; and on 
the 12th of February, as Othello; on the 19th, he was announced 
for Octavian, as Mr. John Jay Adams; and on the 20th, re- 
peated Rolla for his benefit. Mr. Adams, who had been bred 
to a mercantile life, possessed talents of a high grade, and, 
with ordinary prudence, would probably have attained an ex- 
alted position in the profession. His readings were remark- 
able for their correctness, and to the time of his death, his 
Hamlet ranked among the best on our Stage. He took leave 
of the boards in 1824, but after two years’ retirement, again 
donned the buskin, and continued in the profession until his 
death, which occurred from the effects of intemperance, in 
the fall of 1839. 

Shakspeare’s play, the second part of “King Henry IV.,” 
with the coronation scene of “Henry V.,” was played for the 
first time on the 4th of February, and being got up with con- 
siderable splendor, gnd with the following excellent cast, had 
@ very successful run: 


Henry IV. . . . . Mr. Maywoopn. Chief Justice . . . Mr. PHILLIPs. 
Prince of Wales. . . ‘“* PRITCHARD. Shallow ... . ‘“ Barnes. 
Sir John Falstaff . . ‘* Kent. Silence. . .. . so CowgiL. 
Hastings . . .. . 6 SIMPSON. Mrs. Quickly . . . Mrs, Bargerr. 
Westmoreland . . . ‘* WoopauLL. Doll Tearsheet . . ‘* WaHear.er. 
Archbishop of York. . ‘* Regp. 

On the 11th, the farce of “Maid or Wife” was first played, 
as follows: 
Sir George Rakewell . Mr. Simpson. Ready ..... Mr. Cowe... 
Lady Rakewell . . . Mrs. BarreRssy. | Fanny. .... Miss JOHNSON. 


On the 18th, a comedy called “Don John,” altered from the 
“ Chances,” of Beaumont and Fletcher, was first played, with 
the following cast: 


Don John. «© ... Mr. Simpson. Lorenzo . . . . Mr. KEwr. 
Don Frederick . . . ‘** Maywoopn. Firat Violetta. . . Mrs. Hotman. 
Duke of Ferrara. . . ‘* WooDsuLL. Second Violetta . . Mise Jonnson. 
Fractioso. . .. . ‘6 CowBLL. 


On the 20th, Mr. William Pelby, from the Boston Theatre, 
made his first appearance here as Macbeth, and we find no 
record of his re-appearance for several years. He was reputed 
to be an actor of considerable merit, but lacked one of the 
most important requisites for the stage, a good voice. He 
was born in New York, March 16th, 1793, first played in Bos- 
ton in 1816, was long manager of the National Theatre in 
that city, and died there on the 28th of May, 1850. 
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On the 22d, Washington’s birthday, a new American comedy 
called the “Green Mountain Boys,” was thus enacted: 


Lord Howe . . . . Mr. PHILLIPS. Nathan. ... . Mr. Cowx1. 
Sir Heory Clinton . . ‘“* Woopasvtt. Sailor . .... + T. 
Col. Oxton . .. . ‘* Marwoopn. Miss Oxton . . . Miss Jounson. 
Maj.Courtney . . . ‘* Simpson. Fanny . . .« « -» ‘* Jongs. 
Capt. Morville . . . ‘* RuicHINGs. Nance - « « « Mra. WHEat.er. 


On the 1st of March, an excellent dramatic adaptation of 
Cooper’s novel of the “Spy” was produced, with great suc- 
cess, and 18 still occasionally revived. Its author, a gentleman 
of fine literary taste, who has written several successful dramas 
and some very happy theatrical addresses, may now be recog- 
nized on one of the highest seats in the New York Custom 
House, in the person of Charles P. Clinch, Esq. “The Spy” 
was thus played: 


Harvey Birch . . . Mr. Mayrwoopn. Harry Wharton . . Mr. Woopsvt. 
Col. Singleton . . . ‘“ Regn. Frances Wharton . Miss Jounson. 

j. Dunwoodie. . . ‘* SIMPSON. Sarah Wharton . . ‘“ JONES. 
Capt. Lawton .. . ‘“ Kewnr. Katey Haynes . . Mrs. Barrerssy. 
Dr. Sitgreaves . . . ‘* CowELL Betty Flanugan . . ‘6 WHRATLEY. 


On the 5th, George Barrett, who, as a boy, had played in 
1807 and 1808, made his first appearance since that date as 
- Belcour, in the “West Indian,” with that marked success which 
ever after attended his performance. His other characters 
during this engagement were, Leon, in “Rule a Wife;” 
Beverly, in the “Gamester;” Jeremy Diddler, Tangent, Charles 
Surface, Macaire, in “Forest of Bondy;” Lothair, in “ Adel- 
githa,” and Delaval, in “ Matrimony.” 

On the 18th, a very pretty ballet, entitled “La Belle Peru- 
vienne,” was brought out, in which Messieurs Labasse and 
Tatin made their first appearance in New York, thus: 


The European . . . Mons. LaBasse. Princess . . - Miss J. Durana. 
Black Chief . . . . ‘6 TATIN. Zoma ..... “ 6C. Durane. 
Red Chief. . .. . Mr. Simpson. 


Claudius Labasse was a distinguished dancer and ballet- 
master, director of the first French ballet company at the 
Bowery, in 1827, and afterward married the celebrated 
Madame Hutin, premizre danseuse of that troupe. He died in 
New York, July 15th, 1830, aged 50 years. 

On the 22d, Mrs. Barnes announced her farewell benefit, 
when she personated her favorite character of Isabella, sup- 
ported by Simpson as Biron, Maywood as Carlos, and Miss 
Charlotte Barnes (aged three years) as Isabella’s child, being 
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her first appearance on the stage. Mrs. Barnes also spoke an 
appropriate farewell address, written for her by Mr. Clinch. 

On the 26th, she appeared as Juliet, and Mr. Barnes as Old 
Brummagem, in “Lock and Key,” being their last performance 
previous to visiting Europe. Their absence for more than a 
year was a source of great regret to the patrons of the 
theatre. 

On the 28th, Master George F. Smith was again brought 
forward, and entertained the admirers of precocity with his 
personations of Norval, Richard, Hamlet and Octavian. 

Mons. Labasse took his benefit April 1st, producing a new 
pantomimic ballet, called the “Siege of Tripoli.” 

On the 8th, the drama of “Lochiel,” written by J. Agg, was 
first produced, with the cast annexed: 


Lochieh . . ... Mr. PritcHarp. Sawn Mr. 

Sir Ronald . « ‘© Woons#ut. Adelaide Mrs, Batrerssr. 
Robert Campbell » . ‘*€ Marwoop. lOfR a. x eo ‘* HoitMan 
Evan Skey ... . ‘ CowxzuL. Alice . . 2. 6 Miss Jonns. 
Capt. Stewart . . ‘+ SIMPSON. Janet . . - « « ‘6 =JOBNSOX. 


The piece had a favorable reception, and its author a benefit 
on the 17th. 

On the 10th, T. Phillipps commenced another engagement 
as Count Belino. 

On the 18th, the “ Rose of Arragon,” a melo-drama, by 8. B. 
Judah, was produced, with decided success; its cast as follows : 


Aurelio . . .. Mr. Simpson. Rosaline . . . . Miss Jonxson. 
Conde Laranda . . . ‘* PBITCHARD. Leonette . .. . ‘* BLAND. 
Benorlo .... . ‘¢ 6 Marwoop. Spring ... . “ J. Dugzane. 
Nunquillo. . .. . ‘¢ 6 CoWRLL. Summer... . ‘¢ BruypaGs. 
Vasques . . .. . ‘6 BANckgr. Autumn .... ‘“ OC. Dumane. 
Garcias ..... sO Reep. Winter. . ... “Jones. 


On the 19th, Miss Johnson’s benefit took place, when she 
presented, as an afterpiece, for the first time, the excellent 
little drama entitled the “Two Pages of Frederick the 
Great.” 


Frederick. . . .. Mr. Prrrogagp. | Mad. p tabere: . . Mrs. Barrgrssyr. 
Phelps. . ... . “« COWELL. Caroline . . « Miss J. Dorang. 
Theodore. . .. . Miss JOHNSON, Mad. Phelps . . . Mrs. WeRarizr. 
Augustus. . ... ‘¢ JonEs. | 


On the 26th, a musical drama, called the “Russian Im- 
postor,” was brought out, with little success. It was thus 


played: 
Col. Risberg. . . . Mr. T. PHILLiPps. Kiski . . 2... Mr. CowsELt. 
Duke Zamoski . . . ‘*' WoopsuLL. Rosa. . .. . «. Mre. HotMan. 


O00. oe as Se Aa 8 “<6 SIMPSON. Adela . . 2. « e Miss Jonxson. 
Pugatcheff . . . . ‘* PRITOHARD. Liska . .... ‘¢ Jomus. 
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May Ist. John Howard Payne's play of “ Adeline, or the 
Victim of Seduction,” was played for the first time in 
America. 


Prince Durstein. . . Mr. Pritosagp. ' Kreutzer . . « Mr. Cowsit. 
Count Wilhelm .. . ‘* Srmmpson. . Countess . . . . Mrs. Barrerssy. 
Baron Remberg. . . ‘* WOoOoDHULL. Adeline . . . . Miss Jounson. 
Dorlin. . .... ‘6 Marwoop. 


May 3d. Mr. Cowell presented, for his benefit, an excellent 
cast for Colman’s amusing prelude, the “ Manager in Distress,” 
Mr. Reed representing the Manager; Mr. Woodhull the 
Prompter ; Mr. Kent, Bustleton ; Mr. Anderson, the Irishman 
in the pit; Mr. Maywood, the Scotchman in the bozes ; 
and Mr. Cowell, the Yorkshireman in the gallery. He also 
produced “La Chaperon Rouge” for the first time, cast as fol- 
lows: 


Prince Alidor . . . Mr. Simpson. | Joscelin . . . . Mr. Prius. 
geric . * WoopnHvtt. Simplette . . » Miss J. Durana. 
Firepause . . . . ‘“* KENT. Gertrude . . . . Mrs. WHEarTLey. 
Roberto . ... . ‘* BANOKER. Fairy of the Rose . ‘* BAtTTERSBY. 
Julien. . . ... ‘¢ CowsgLL. Fairy of the Violet . Miss Jongs. 


May 6th. Mr. Wallack made his first appearance after his 
accident, and gave his extraordinary imitations of Cooke, 
Kemble, Kean, Incledon, Munden, Fawcett, Blanchard, &c. 
On the 8th, he appeared on crutches as Capt. Bertram, in 
“Fraternal Discord.” 

May 13th. The musical drama of “Montrose,” founded on 
one of Scott’s novels, was thus first performed : 


Earl Montrose . . . Mr. Simpson. Ronald of the Mist . Mr. PRritoHarp. 
Earl Monteith . . . ‘“ KEnr. ' Amnot Lyle . . . Mrs. Hotmag. 
Allan Macauley. . . ‘* Marwoon. | Erorecht . . . . ‘* Barrgrssy. 
Capt. Dalgetty . . . ‘* CowsrLL. 


May 17th. The “ Antiquary,” dramatized from another of 
Scott’s novels, was first played, with the following cast: 


Lovel . . . 2... Mr. Kewnr. Mucklebacket. . . Mr. PRITCHARD. 
Hector McIntyre. . . ‘‘ Simpson. Miss Wardour . . Mrs. Hotman, 
Lord Glenallen . . . ‘* WoopHULL. Maria ..... Miss JOHNSON. 
Jonathan Oldbuck . . ‘* CowELL. Jenny .... . ‘6 JONES. 
Edie Ochiltree . . . ‘“ Marwoopn. Elspeth. . . . . Mrs, BatTBRssY. 


On the 24th, Mr. Pritchard took his benefit, appearing 
as Gustavus Vasa, and presenting a new farce, by Mr. Clinch, 
called the “Expelled Collegian.” 


Old Hyson .. . . Mr. Kent. Cute ..... Mr. Cowx tL. 
Young Hyson .. . ‘ SIMPson. Sophia Hyson . Mrs. HoLMAN 
Jack Interlope . . . ‘* WoopDsuULL. Jenny ..... Miss JONES. 
Greenhorn . . ‘¢ PRITOHARD. 


Mr. Cooper now fulfilled another engagement, appearing as 
51 
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Alexander the Great and Petruchio on his benefit night, June 


10th. 
Parry’s farce of “Two Wives” was first played here June 


Ist, thus: 


Sir Wm. Prune. . . Mr. PAILLIPPS. Lady Prune . . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Trimmer. ... . ‘© WoopavULL. Mrs. Trimmer. . . Miss Jones. 
Flank... 6... ‘*  CoWELL. 


June 12th—for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Bancker, (late 
Miss Jones)—“ Pizarro :” Rolla, Mr. Bancker ; and the “ Romp:” 
Priscilla Tomboy, Mrs. Bancker. 

Maturin’s tragedy of “Fredolfo” was first brought out by 
Mr. Woodhull, for his benefit on the 14th, but, we believe, 
was never repeated. It was thus cast: 


Fredolfo .... . Mr. PRITOHARD. Adelmar .. . . Mr. Srupson. 
Wallenberg . ‘© WoopasuLt. | Berthold .. -  ‘* Marwoop. 
Urilda | i he et gd, aa ee ot eae gh a ue a Miss JOHXSON. 


For Mr. Phillips’ benefit on the 17th, a drama by his rela- 
tive, M. M. Noah, entitled the “Grecian Captive,” was per- 
formed, introducing, for the first time, the great novelty of 
a living elephant and camel on the boards. We add its cast: 


AliPacha. ... . Mr. PrircHarp. Demetrius Mr. Simpsox. 
Achmet ..... © WoopHULL, Alexander Ypstlantt ‘PHILLIPS. 
Osmin. ..... ‘6 BANCKER. Roberto. ‘6 6 COWELL. 
adif sf ee eS OSS ‘© NEXSEN. Burrows .. . . ‘** RICHINGS., 
Kiminski. . .. . ‘6 MAYWOOD. Zelia . .« 2 we Miss JoHNBON. 


The season terminated on the 6th of July, with the per- 
formance of the “ Battle of Lexington,” the coronation scene 
from “ Henry V.,” and the “ Two Pages.” | 

Having no regular theatrical engagement, Mrs. Baldwin, 
formerly of the Park, was employed as stage-directress by 
a company of Amateurs, who, on the 2d of July, 1822, 
opened a small establishment at No. 15 Warren Street, under 
the name of the Crry Tueatrre. Mr. Olliff, formerly of the 
Park, was engaged as Prompter, and Mr. Gillingham, Leader 
of the Orchestra, An opening address, the production of 
Mr. James G. Brooks, was spoken by Mr. Benton, com- 
mencing, 

“ When murky clouds hang o’er the march of time,” 


which is sufficient to give an idea of its character; yet Mr. 
Brooks lived to be one of our finest poets. 
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We subjoin the balance of the introductory entertain- 


ment: 
The Belle’s Stratagem ; 


Doricourt. .... Mr. W. RoBerrson. Villers. . ... Mr. STILL. 
Sir G@. Touchwood . . “ S#Haw. Dick . .... ss BYERS. 
Hardy. ..... ‘« BIVEN, Lady Frances . . Mrs. TALsor. 
Flutter . ... . “ Ramage. Letitia Hardy . . ‘+ Lraos. 
Courtall . . . . . ‘ ARCHIBALD. Mes. Rackett. .. ‘6 BALDWIN. 
Savile. . . . .. ‘+ BENtTonN. Miss Ogle. . . . ‘* BRUNDAGE. 
Song, ‘‘ Cherry-Cheeked Patty,” . .... . Mr. Strix. 
Song, ‘‘ Pillar of Glory,”. . . ..... . ‘© W. RoBerrson. 
and Lovers’ Quarrels. 
Don Carlos . . . . Mr. S#aw. Leonora... . Mrs. Leaax. 
Sancho. ..... ‘6 RaMAGB. Jacintha ... . ‘6 BALDWIN, 
Lopez. ..... “«  BIvEn. 


Among the above, none at the time possessed a tithe of 
Mrs. Baldwin’s merit; and Robertson (heretofore noticed) and 
Mrs. Legge were the only others possessing stage experience. 
The latter was young, talented and interesting in appearance, 
a careful and understanding reader, and, in a good school of 
acting, would probably have attained distinction; but it has 
been her misfortune to be generally attached to theatres 
where her abilities have been wasted on the worst of melo- 
dramas, and her true beauties undiscovered or unappreciated. 

Mrs. Legge was born of a respectable family in the State 
of New Hampshire, and made her debut at Pittsburg, Penn., 
in 1817. She was long known at the Bowery and other 
theatres as Mrs. Stone, and in 1837, after a few years’ absence 
from New York, re-appeared as Mrs. N. H. Bannister, having 
become the wife of the actor and author of that name. Du- 
ring the long run of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” at the National 
Theatre, in 1853, Mrs. Bannister was the representative of the 
revengeful yet sympathizing Cassy. She is probably still 
living. 

Mr. Still was a light and pleasing tenor singer, and after- 
ward became well known throughout the Union. 

On the 6th of July, Mr. W. Anderson (Jefferson’s son-in- 
law) was added to the company; and a more important addi- 
tion was made on the 10th, in the person of Mrs. Entwistle, 
who went through a round of her favorite characters with 
her usual success. 

Mr. John Augustus Stone made his first appearance in 
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New York on the same evening, as Old Hardy, in the “ Belle’s 
Stratagem,” and Old Pickle, in the “Spoiled Child.” Mr. 
Stone was born at Concord, Mass., in the year 1801, and made 
his first dramatic appearance at Boston. He possessed con- 
siderable merit in certain humorous parts, but had hardly force 
and body enough for the rough and bluffold men whom he com- 
monly represented. He was at one time well known at the 
Chatham Garden and Bowery Theatres, and acquired wide fame 
by his authorship of the tragedy of “ Metamora,” for which 
Mr. Forrest’s prize of five hundred dollars was awarded in 
1829. He also wrote several other dramas, which have been 
acted with success. “Fauntleroy,” “Tancred of Sicily,” “ La- 
roque, the Regicide,” and Yankee Hill’s famous drama, the 
“Knight of the Golden Fleece,” are all attributed to his pen. 
His unhappy death by suicide occurred at Philadelphia, June 
lst, 1834, and Mr. Forrest erected there a handsome monu- 
mental tribute to his memory. Mr. Stone married Mrs. 
Legge, before mentioned, by whom he left two sons, Christo- 
pher Lucius, and Henry F., both of whom have played in 
New York. 

July 26th. Mr. Adamson, who had once appeared at the 
Park, commenced an engagement here as Bob Acres. The 
same evening, Mr. Alexander Simpson, of the Philadelphia 
Theatre, made his appearance for that occasion only, as 
Darby, in the “Poor Soldier.” He was one of our very best 
native low comedians, and afterward became a great favorite 
at Chatham Garden. Mr. Simpson died of consumption at 
Poughkeepsie, in the year 1829. 

The beautiful Mrs. Robertson also appeared here about this 
time, and her dancing and acting in light parts gave great 
pleasure. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dinneford also appeared ; the lady 
was capable of gliding gracefully through a pas seul, and 
the gentleman evinced more ambition and energy than 
dramatic excellence or business stability. Mr. Dinneford was 
a native of England, and passed through many varying scenes 
of life. As an actor, he was connected with the Broadway 
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Circus and the Chatham Garden and Lafayette Theatres. He 
was the first manager of the Franklin Theatre, Chatham 
Square, in 1835; was manager of the Bowery Theatre when 
it was burnt in 1838, and opened Palmo’s Opera House in 
1845, with George Vandenhoff in the Greek tragedy of “ An- 
tigone.” He was at different times engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, and finally died at Panama, in 1861. 

The City Theatre was closed on the 31st of August, at 
which time the yellow fever was creating great alarm in the 
lower part of the city. 

During the summer of 1822, Cuarnam Garpen, a pleasant 
retreat on the northerly side of Chatham Street, between 
Duane and Pearl Streets, and running through to Augustus 
Street, in the rear, was the great resort of the beauty and 
fashion of New York. Its proprietor was Henry Barriere, a 
French gentleman of taste and experience, and in his hands 
it occupied as high a position in the esteem of the public as 
Niblo’s Garden afterward did in the zenith of its popularity. 
Its rural saloon was used for concerts and light dramatic 
trifles, and here, Mrs. Meline, (a favorite songstress) Mrs. Do- 
rion, Mr. Garner and Alexander Simpson, (who was very great 
in a comic song) succeeded in entertaining large audiences. 
Mast. G. F. Smith, the young Roscius, also appeared here in 
several dramatic recitations. 

After succeeding in establishing a regular theatre on his 
premises, which for a time enjoyed the fullness of popular 
favor, Mr. Barriere died in New York, February 21st, 1826, 
aged 42 years. 


' Augustus Street is the present City Hall Place. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 


Season 1822-8—Broadway Cirous—Park Theatre—Chatham Garden—Colom- 
bian Gardens—Richmond Hill—Vauxhall—Park, 1828-4. 


N consequence of the prevalence of yellow fever in the 
, lower part of the city, and the temporary removal of 
* most of its inhabitants, the Park Theatre was not 
opened at the usual period, but the members of the 
company took possession of the New Broadway Circus, a large 
wooden building, situated on the easterly side of Broadway, 
' between Howard and Grand Streets, afterward well known 
as the “Tattersalls” Stables. Here they commenced perform- 
ing on the 9th of September, 1822, with the drama of the 
“Spy,” and the farce of the “Turnpike Gate’—Maywood as 
Harvey Birch ; Cowell as Crack—remaining until the 2d of 
November, at which time the epidemic had disappeared. 
During the recess, the Park Theatre had been newly painted 
and decorated under the supervision of Mr. Cowell, whose ele- 
gant and original designs greatly improved its appearance. 
The regular season commenced on the 4th of November, 
when Mr. John Forester Foot made his first appearance in 
America, in the comedy of the “Soldier’s Daughter,” thus 


cast : 

Governor Heartall . . Mr. Foot. Timothy Quaint . . Mr. Cowsg... 
Frank Heartall . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Widow Cheerly . Mrs. Barrzessy. 
Malfort, Sr. . . . . ‘“ Woopnaut. Mra. Malfort . . . Miss Jonxsoy. 
Malfort, Je. . . . . ‘* Marwoopn. Mrs. Fidget . . . Mrs. WHEaAr.sY. 


Mr. Foot was a native of London, and a very excellent actor 
of old men. He was well known on the Stage here for some 
fifteen years, and though possessing great natural abilities and 
a fine education, became so reduced in circumstances that he 
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was for a long time an inmate of the Almshouse—all his mis- 
fortunes being attributable to one unhappy failing. In 1844 
or 1845 he returned to England, where, it was said, he came 
into the inheritance of a large fortune. 

On the 5th, Mr. James Watkinson made his first appearance 
on the American Stage as Sir Abel Handy and Old Brum- | 
magem. Mr. Watkinson left the Park in 1825, and died at 
Montreal, Feb. 10th, 1826, in his 48th year. His death was 
attributed to the bad water of this continent, which forced 
him into an inordinate use of brandy. He had been a favorite 
at the Haymarket, London, in 1816, and was for a time quite 
popular here. 

On the 7th, Mr. Mathews made his first appearance on the 
New York Stage as Goldfinch, in the “Road to Ruin,” Foot 
and Simpson representing Old and Young Dornion; Watkin- 
son and Kent, Silky and Sulky; Mrs. Wheatley, the Widow 
Warren ; and Miss Johnson, Sophia. He also appeared as 
Monsieur Morbleau, in the first representation in New York 
of Moncrieff’s since highly popular farce of “Monsieur Ton- 
son.” In the former he hardly equaled the expectations of 
the audience, but in the latter received the most tumultuous 
approbation. The cast stood thus: 


Morbleau. . we Ce Mr. MarTaews. Bip - ce 4", Se. Mr. RiIcHINas. 
Thompson. ... . “Foor. Nap... .. - ‘6 ANDEBBON. 
Tom-King. . .. . ‘¢ SIMPSON. Mad. Bellegarde . . Miss JoHNson. 
Jack Ardorly . . . ‘* WoopsvL. Mrs. Thompson . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Rusty. . ... - ‘© PHILLIPS. Adolphine. . . . “ BAnoxgr. 


During his engagement, Mr. Mathews also appeared as Dr. 
Ollapod, Dr. Pangloss, Somno, Solomon Gundy, Sharp, Buskin, 
Mulliplex, in the “Actor of All Work;” Falstaff, Scrub, and 
Rover ; in several of which he introduced his wonderful im- 
itations of distinguished actors. 

Mr. Charles Mathews was born in London, June 28th, 
1776, and was intended by his father for his own line of busi- 
ness, which was that of a bookseller, but, having been praised 
for his great powers of mimicry, he acquired a passion for the 
stage, and in 1792 appeared at Richmond as the Earl of Rich- 
mond, in “Richard II.,” and Bowkit, in the “Son-in-Law,” for 
which privilege he and a young friend, equally stage-struck, 
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paid the sum of ten guineas. After various vicissitudes at 
different places, Mr. Mathews made his entrée at the Hay- 
market, London, on the 16th of May, 1803, in the characters 
of Jabal, in the “Jew,” and Lingo, with complete success, and 
ever after remained one of the greatest favorites on the British 
Stage. He made his first appearance in America at the Holi- 
day Street Theatre, Baltimore, as Doctor Ollapod, having been 
transferred there by the Park managers, during the preva- 
lence of the yellow fever in New York. 

Mr. Mathews’ visit to America was a lucrative one to him- 
self, and very entertaining to the public, and his early return 
to Europe was much regretted. After an absence of eleven 
years, he made a second visit here, but was then suffering from 
extreme nervous excitability, and his powers of attraction were 
greatly diminished. He made his last appearance on the Stage 
at the Park Theatre, February 11th, 1835, sailing the following 
week for England, and dying at Plymouth on the 28th of June 
in that year, which was the fifty-ninth anniversary of his birth. 

Mr. Mathews was twice married; his first wife (Miss Strong) 
died in 1802. His second, (Miss Jackson, an actress of merit, 
and half-sister to the celebrated Miss Kelly) whom he married 
in 1803, survived him, and was the mother of the present 
comedian, Charles Mathews. 

On the 8th of November, Mr. John H. Clarke, one of the 
most valuable stock actors known to our Stage, made his 
American début as Hamlet, a character for which he was 
naturally well suited, and which he played far better than 
many of its representatives who have been lauded to the 
skies. 

For a time, Mr. Clarke was frequently thrust into charac- 
ters in which he appeared to little advantage, such as Charles 
Surface, Alonzo, Bronzely, Hotspur, &c., there being little of 
the heroic, and less of the light and mercurial, in his tempera- 
ment; but he finally limited his efforts to a range, comprising 
Prospero, Iago, the Ghost, Hubert, (“King John”) Dumont 
(«Jane Shore”) Stukely, Joseph Surface, and a long list of 
serious fathers, such as Sir Philip Blandford, Capt. Faulkner, 
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and Lieut. Worthington, in which he won high repute for his 
rarely equaled excellence. 

Mr. Clarke was born at Manchester, England, and after his 
arrival in America, was principally attached to the New York 
theatres, where the purity and beauty of his readings ren- 
dered him a favorite with the intellectual and refined portion 
of the audience, and, to his credit be it spoken, he never, 
during his entire career, pandered to the vitiated tastes of the 
low and vulgar, and never but once, we believe, disappointed 
an audience, and then only when hoarseness entirely prevented 
his enunciation. 

His services being no longer required at the Park Theatre, 
he took his farewell benefit there, July 10th, 1838, and died 
on the 8th of August, in the same year, at the age of fifty. 
Having a wife and family dependent on him, his salary rarely 
exceeded his expenses, and his being thrown out of employ- 
ment, combined with a long standing bronchial affection, un- 
doubtedly preyed upon his mind, and hastened his dissolution. 

Three of Mr. Clarke’s daughters have been in the profes- 
sion—Fanny, the eldest, afterward Mrs. W. Isherwood, al- 
ways had feeble health to contend with as an obstacle to 
success; Rosetta gave promise of a brilliant career, but in 
very early life married, and disappeared from the Stage; 
while Constantia, the youngest, was long the pet of the 
Olympic Theatre, and possessed talents of the highest order, 
which years of ill health and an early death blasted before 
they reached maturity. We believe neither of them now 
survives. 

On the 27th of November, Mr. Mathews commenced a new 
engagement, with an entertainment of songs, stories, anec- 
dotes, mimicry and ventriloquism, which he entitled “ Ma- 
thews at Home,” and which he repeated many times with 
the most triumphant success. He took his benefit on the 
13th of December, playing Sir David Dunder, and giving 
another monologue, with imitations, entitled “ Christmas 
at Brighton.” 

November 28th. Mr. Cooper opened an engagement as Vir- 

52 
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ginius, and on the 80th, played, for the first time in New 
York, the character of Damon, in which he evinced extraor- 
dinary merit, repeating it several times, and presenting it for 
his benefit on the 28d of December. 

On the 18th of December, Colman’s play of the “Law of 
Java” was produced here, but attracted little attention, 
though cast to the full strength of the company, in the fol- 
lowing order: 


Emperor... . . Mr. Woopagutt. VanGlosen . . . Mr. WaArkINson. 
Agib . . .... ‘© 6 Kgnt. Hans Gayvelt. . . ‘* Simpson. 
Grumbeck .. . . ‘* ANDERSON. Pengoose . . . . ‘“ COWRLL. 
Baspa. .... .e ss RICHINGS. Coja ... «= - ‘6 6 BaNcKkeEr. 
Parbaya .... . «CLARKE. Zaide .... . Miss JOHNSON. 
Ozsinga . ... . ‘6 Foor. Nourjahee. . . . Mrg. Houtman. 


December 26th. Mr. Wallack made his first appearance 
this season as Capt. Bertram, in “Fraternal Discord,” and his 
use of crutches excited the deepest feeling of sympathy in 
the audience, which was turned into astonishment and 
delight, by his change in the afterpiece to the gay and rol- 
licking Dick Dashall, in full life and vigor, with his fractured 
limb retaining no evidence of his late disaster. 

December 28th. Mrs. Gilfert made her first appearance in 
six years, in her favorite part of Lady Townly, and being 
afterward combined with Mr. Wallack, their mutual engage- 
ment proved highly attractive. 

January 1st, 1823. The drama of “Guy Fawkes” was played 
for the first time, and with the following cast: 


Guy Fawkes. . . . Mr. Ciarxz. Sir E. Digby . . . Mr. Rioarnes. 
King James . . . . ‘* WArKINSON. Sir T. Collywobble . ‘* CowsLt. 
Lord Monteagle. . . ‘‘ Simpson, Catesby .. . . ‘* PHILLIPS. 
Suffolk. . . .. . ‘¢ ANDERSON, Lady Alice . . . Miss Jounason. 
Cech. a. 84.) aes ‘6 WHEATLEY. Elinor. . .. . Mre. BarrterssyY. 
SirW. Tresham. . . ‘“ Foor. Dame Margaret . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 


The latter lady was, this season, for the first time the sole 
representative of old women, Mrs. Barrett not having been 
re-engaged. 

January 6th. Mr. Wallack made a great hit as Benedick, 
which he played for the first time, with the support of Mrs. 
Gilfert as Beatrice. The latter took her benefit on the 13th, 
when she appeared as the “Jealous Wife” to Mr. Clarke's 
Mr. Oakley ; Mr. Wallack played Sylvester Dag gerwood and 
Walter, and Mr. Gilfert contributed a new overture, of his 
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composition, and the music of a new song executed by Mrs. 
Holman, and entitled, “Love Thee, Dearest!” 

Mr. Wallack took his benefit on the 15th, repeating Bene- 
dick and Dick Dashall. 

The comedy called “John Buzby” was now brought out, 
with the following cast: 


John Busby .. . . Mr. Watkinson. Greville . . . . Mr. Srpson. 
Natty Briggs. . . . ‘“* CowerLt Mrs. Anderson . . Mrs. BarrerssyY. 
Jingle. . . . . ‘© Kent. Mrs. Buzby ... ‘Ss WHEATLBY. 
Anderson. . .. . ‘¢ Woopuv.t. Jenny Jingle. . . Miss Jonson. 
Major Aubrey . . . ‘“ Foor. 


It never attained popularity. 

January 17th. Mr. Cooper and Mrs. Gilfert commenced a 
new engagement in the “ Gamester.” 

On the 23d, old Mr. Tyler made his first appearance as Bal- 
thazar, in the “Honeymoon,” and on the 25th personated 
General Washington, in the “Glory of Columbia.” His death 
occurred before daybreak of the 26th, from disease of the 
heart, at the age of 72. 

On the 29th, a benefit was given to his widow. 

On the 30th, the ever favorite Hilson, after an absence of 
three years, re-appeared as Tyke and Somno. His benefit 
took place on the 5th of February, when he personated Dash- 
would, in “Know Your Own Mind,” with the aid of Mrs. Gil- 
fert as Lady Bell. | 

February 7th. Mr. J. J. Adams made his first appearance 
as Rolla, for the benefit of the widow of the late Mr. Prit- 
chard, formerly of this Theatre, who died on the 31st ult., 
after a very lingering illness. 

February 10th. Mr. Mathews commenced a new engage- 
ment as Baillie Jarvie,and on the 12th introduced a new 
monologue called “La Diligence,” in which he personated 
seven characters, French and English. On the 14th, he 
played Twineall, in “Such Things Are,” for the first time 
here, and on the 17th took his benefit. 

February 19th. A novelty in the shape of a new looking- 
glass curtain was exhibited between the acts. 

In the latter part of the month, the Theatre was closed for 
a week, re-opening on the 3d of March, with the performance 
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of Moncrieff’s famous burletta of flash, fun and fancy, en- 
titled “Tom and Jerry, or Life in London,” which proved to 
be an extraordinary success. 

We subjoin its entire cast, in which almost every performer 
made a professional hit: 


Corinthian Tom . . . Mr. Simpson. Mace ..... Mr. KEwr. 
Jerry Hawthorn. . . ‘* COWELL. Regular ... . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Squire Hawthorn . . ‘*' NEXSEN. Lightfoot . . . . ‘* Tarn. 

Bob Logic. . . . . ‘6 WATEINSON. Dusty Bob. . . . ‘* Broan. 
Dick Trifle .. . - ‘“ RitIcHtinas. African Sal . . . ‘* THomPpson. 
Jemmy Green... . ‘* BANCKER. Kate. . . .. - Mrs. BANCKER. 
O’Boozle . ... . ‘ANDERSON, Sue i s es « & Miss Joaxsow. 
Tattersall. . .. =. ‘6 WoopauLtL. Jane. .... . Mrs. HoLMAN. 
Tartar. . . .« e . ‘6 PHILLIPS. Mrs. Tartar... ‘6 WHEATLEY 
TomCrib. ... . ‘¢ Foor. Miss Lightfoot. . . Miss Dunana. 


March 6th. Mr. Keene, the vocalist, re-appeared, after an 
absence of five years, as Count Belino, greatly improved both 
in his acting and singing. 

‘Mr. J. J. Adams, who had played several tragic characters 
with success, took his benefit on the 7th, when he personated 
Alexander the Great and Tristam Fickle. 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit took place on the 12th, when she ap- 
peared as Hermione, in the “Distrest Mother;” Clarke as 
Pyrrhus, Maywood as Orestes. 

On the 13th, Mrs, Tatnall, a very able and versatile actress 
attached to the Circus company, made her first appearance 
in this Theatre as Florinda and Little Pickle, both of which 
she personated with success, and had she appeared without 
the taint of the Ring being attached to her, would probably 
have attained the highest favor on our boards; as it was, in 
other cities she ranked among the most deserving and favorite 
star performers. 

She was a native of England, and her maiden name was 
Pritchard, which she changed in early life on marrying a Mr. 
Pemberton, from whom she soon after separated. Her second 
husband was Tatnall, a famous rider, who esteemed a horse 
more highly than a wife, and from him she procured a di- 
vorce. In 1828, she was Mrs. Hartwig, and soon after, we be- 
lieve, a widow. She afterward married a Mr. Hosack, 4 
member of a well-known New York family, whose name in 
public she never used, being called at that time Mrs. F. Pnt- 
chard. Her last husband was a Mr. Riley, whom, we believe, 
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she also survived. This lady appeared last in New York at 
the Franklin Theatre, in 1836, and died in Texas, 1843. 

“Timour the Tartar” was revived with great splendor on 
the 14th, with Mrs. Tatnall as Zorilda, Clarke as Timour, 
Tatnall as Kerim, and Blythe, a very elegant equestrian 
from Astley’s, London, as Omar, his first appearance in 
America. Mr. Blythe was afterward proprietor of a riding- 
school in New York, for private instruction. 

The capital farce, called the “Irish Tutor, or New Lights,” 
was first played in America, on the 15th, with the following 


cast : 

Terry O’Rourke. . . Mr. ANDERSON. Charles. . . - . Mr. Woopnot.. 
Tilwell, . 2. 2. + ‘6 Kent. Rosa. . . 2. « Mrs. BANCKER. 
Dr. Fiail . 2. wt ‘© Watkinson. Mary . . « «© « ‘© WHEATLEY. 


In the character of Terry O'Rourke, Anderson fully estab- 
lished his claim to the distinction of being the best “ Irish- 
man” of the day. 

March 19th. Mr. Keene took his benefit,as Young Meadows, 
which terminated his very successful engagement. 

March 20th. Performances were for the benefit of Samuel 
B. Judah, author of the “ Rose of Arragon” and the “Tale of 
Lexington,” when both pieces were represented. The latter 
was produced at the close of the previous season, but we have 
no record of its cast at that time, which probably varied only 
in the characters of Havresack and Bothell, from the one we 
now subjoin: 


Major Pitcairn . . . Mr. Ricuinas. Capt. Parker. . . Mr. Pastrutps, 
Capt. Ethelinde. . . ‘* Woopuvutt. Adam Bothell. . . ‘* Crarxz, 
Havresack . . . . ‘* WarkINSON. Grimalkin. . . . ‘© Kent, 
Ambuscade . . . . ‘* Cowrut. Sampson... . ‘* NEXSEN. 
Fuzee. . ... . ‘© BANCKER. Joscelyn . . . . Miss Durana. 
Roger. - . - « . 6 WHEATLEY. Mary Bothell. . . ‘* Jounsoy., 
Geoffry .... . ‘¢ ANDERSON. Alianor. . . . . Mrs. Batrerssy. 


Mrs. Tatnall played Evadne and Zorilda for her benefit on 
the 26th. 

The magnificent Eastern equestrian spectacle of “ El Hyder” 
was first produced on the 31st, with Simpson as El Hyder, 
Clarke as Ben Tareb, Cowell as Mat Mizen, Mrs. Battersby 
as Harry Clifton, and Miss Johnson as the Princess Zada. 

Mathews commenced his farewell engagement on the 3d of 
April, as the Baillie, in “Rob Roy,” with the farce of the 
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“Review,” in which he played both Caleb Quotem and John 
Lump, taking his farewell benefit on the 9th of May, in the 
characters of Kalendar, in “ Five Miles Off,” Motley, in “Dead 
Alive,” and Terry O'Rourke. He again appeared, however, on 
the 12th, 14th, and 16th, playing on the last date Othello, in 
the closest imitation of John Kemble. His final appearance 
was on the 19th, as Goldfinch and Morbleau. 

On the 21st of April, the “ Pioneers,” dramatized from 
Cooper’s novel, was performed, with Maywood as Natty 
Bumpo, Simpson as Oliver Edwards, Cowell as Ben 
Pump, and Miss Johnson as Elizabeth. 

The dramatizer had his benefit on the 23d. 

May ist. Mrs. Stone, late Mrs. Legge, of the Warren Street 
Theatre, made her first appearance here as Adelgitha. 

Howard Payne’s drama of “ Ali Pacha, or the Signet Ring,” 
was first performed on the 8th. Ali Pacha, by Mr. Maywood; 
Selim, Mr. Simpson ; Zenocles, Mr. Clarke; Talathon, Mr. Foot; 
Hassan, Mr. Woodhull; Helena, Miss Johnson. 

Mr. T. Phillipps took his farewell benefit on the 4th of June, 
when he appeared for the last time on the American Stage as 
Carlos, in the “Duenna,” and Sylvio, in “Brother and Sister.” 
Mr. Cooper now fulfilled another engagement, appearing on 
his benefit night, June 9th, as Don Ordonio, in Coleridge’s 
tragedy of “Remorse,” for the first time in ten years. 

Poole’s farce of Simpson & Co. was played, for the first 
time, on the 12th, with Foot and Mrs, Battersby as Mr. and 
Mrs. Simpson ; Simpson and Miss Johnson as Mr. and Mrs. 
Bromley ; but to gratify a whim of the manager, the names of 
the characters were reversed on this occasion—Bromley being 
called Simpson, and Simpson, Bromley. 

On the occasion of Mr. Kent’s benefit, June 20th, Mrs. Kent 
made her first appearance as Yarico, to her husband’s Inkle, 
and also appeared ina concert, in which Master Kent took part, 
being his first appearance on the stage. Mrs. Kent became a 
member of the company next season, and was afterward 8 
principal actress with the circus corps. 

On the 25th, Mrs. Battersby was foolish enough to personate 
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Macbeth for her benefit; with the gentle Miss Johnson, en- 
tirely out of her sphere, as Lady Macbeth. 

The season terminated July 4th, with the performance of 
“Bunker Hill,” “Tom and Jerry,” &c. 

Messrs. Price and Simpson having become the proprietors 
of the equestrian and dramatic company, formerly managed 
by West from London, during a portion of the year employed 
it in entertainments at the Broadway Circus, before al- 
luded to. 

John Blake, who died in 1849, at the age of 58, and who 
for twenty years was treasurer of the Park Theatre, occupied 
at this time a similar post with the Circus concern. 

The company numbered among its members Dinneford, 
Roberts, Lawson, Reed, Hunter (the first rider known to 
America who discarded the use of a saddle), Tatnall, Blythe, 
Williams, Yeaman, Master Turner, Mrs. Tatnall, Mrs. Monier, ° 
Mrs. Parker, and Mrs. Williams, who was a star among the 
equestrians. | 

Mr. James Roberts was a native of Scotland, and made his 
début at this establishment as Robert Maythorn, becoming after- 
ward one of the greatest favorites known to our Stage. He 
was very happy in a comic song, and in such parts as Billy 
Black, Bob Logic, Paul Pry, Mawworm, Tag, Somno, Worm- 
wood, Baillie Jarvie, Dominie Sampson, and a wide range of 
Scotch characters, has been rarely equaled. He was the best 
low comedian at the Bowery in its palmiest days, played also 
at the Chatham and Lafayette Theatres, and made his last ap- 
pearance in New York at the Richmond Hill, in the spring of 
1832. He died at Philadelphia the following year. 

Mrs. Monier was admired for her beauty, and was not with- 
out some merit as an actress. This lady was in New York as 
lately as 1840, and died in Jamaica, W. I, not long after. 
Her daughter Virginia must be well remembered as a 
member of Wallack’s company at the old National Theatre. 

On the 8th of July, Mr. Cowell was installed as the general 
manager of this establishment, where performances continued 
until the re-opening of the Park. 
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On the subsidence of the yellow fever in 1822, the Crry 
TueatrE in Warren Street again opened its doors, with Mrs. 
Baldwin for its leading spirit. During the month of Decem- 
ber, Mr. Hilson played a star engagement. George F. Smith, 
the Prodigy, and his sister, also appeared here in “ Barbarossa,” 
“Romeo and Juliet,” &c. 

On the 20th of January, 1823, Woodworth’s play called 
the “Deed of Gift” was first represented in New York. It 
was played with success at Boston, and afterward at Chat- 
ham Garden. Old Barton was represented by a “ gentleman,” 
probably Mr. Walstein; Nathaniel Barton by Mr. Stone, Daniel 
Briggs by Mr. Biven, Mrs. Barton by Mrs. Baldwin, and 
Mary Moreland by Mrs. Stone. 

Mr. Warner and Mrs. Lamb appeared during the same 
month. 

March 12th. Mr. Walstein (whose real name was Wester- 
velt) was announced as Cockletop, in “Modern Antiques,” and 
Jobson, in the “Devil to Pay.” He was the son of a respect- 
able dry-goods merchant of this city, and was already, or soon 
after became, the husband of Mrs. Baldwin, from whom he 
afterward separated, taking to himself another wife, well 
known at Philadelphia. He left New York about 1829, and 
in 1836 died at Philadelphia. 

April 2d. Mrs. Baldwin announced that the business of 
the Theatre thereafter would be entirely under her own man- 
agement and on her own responsibility, and engaged as ad- 
ditional attractions the services of Mr. and Mrs. H. Williams, 
Alexander Simpson, and the rope-dancer Blanchard, with his 
wife, son, and daughter. Mrs. Baldwin closed her connection 
with the establishment, and took her farewell benefit, on the 
13th of June, when she appeared as Marc Antony! in “Julius 
Ceesar,” and Rozxalana, in the farce of the “Sultan.” 

Mr. Barriere’s Pavition Tueatre, Coataam Garpen, opened 
on the 19th of May, 1823, with the operetta of “ Rosina,” in 
which Mr. Nicholls, an actor of repute from the Charleston 
Theatre, made his first appearance in New York as Belville, 
Mr. Still as Captain Belville, Mr. A. Simpson as William, Mrs. 
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Allen (afterward Mrs. Lacombe) as Rosina, and Miss Eliza 
Placide (her first appearance since childhood) as Phebe. A 
concert of vocal and instrumental music was also given, with 
Mr. Gentil as leader of the orchestra. Mrs. Robertson, Mrs. 
Brundage, Messrs. Stamp, Monier, Durang, and A. Phillips, 
were also members of the company, the latter being stage- 
manager. 

Mr. William Whitehall Nicholls, noticed above, was a native 
of Old England, to which he afterward returned. Being a 
thorough master of the science of music, his services as 
teacher were there in constant requisition. He was the in- 
structor of Miss Rebecca Isaacs, and many other musical 
celebrities. Mr. Nicholls died in January, 1858. 

George F. Hyatt here made his appearance on the 7th of 
June, as Solomon Lob. He had previously appeared as a 
singer of comic songs at the Columbian Gardens, corner of - 
Broadway and Prince Street. Mr. Hyatt was a very capital 
low comedian, and became an established favorite in this 
city; but his abilities were finally paralyzed by intemper- 
ance. He was last seen in New York, at the Franklin 
Theatre, in 1837. 

July 10th. Mr. Keene was added to the company; and, on 
the 14th, the admired Mrs. Burke, after an absence of seven 
years, received a warm welcome. 

August 18th. Mr. Phillips took his benefit, when Mrs. 
Battersby made her first appearance here as Floranthe, in the 
“ Mountaineers,” and Mr. Judah, from the Southern Theatres, 
his first appearance in New York, as Bulchazin Muley. Mr. 
Judah was afterward well known at our minor theatres, and 
last played here at the Franklin, in 1837. He was drowned 
in the Gulf of Mexico, near Texas, a year or two afterward. 

Mrs. Burke’s benefit took place on the 8th of September, 
when Mr. Burke made his first appearance in seven years, as 
Pietro, in the “Devil’s Bridge.” The same evening, Mrs. 
Clark (formerly known as Mrs. G. Marshall and Miss Hard- 
ing) and her daughter, Miss P. M. Clark, now an interest- 
ing young woman, also appeared here for the first time. 

d3 
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Kight years had elapsed since they retired from the Park 
company. 

On the occasion of Mr. Nicholls’ benefit, Sept. 17th, Mrs. 
Gray, from the New Orleans Theatre, first appeared in New 
York, as Rosetta, in “Love in a Village.” She was the 
daughter of Mr. Trazetta, a once well-known musical char- 
acter, had been carefully trained as a vocalist, and now gave 
much satisfaction in several operatic parts. The season ter- 
minated here on the 20th of October. 

The Columbian Gardens, heretofore noticed, the Richmond 
Hill Gardens, corner of Varick and Charlton Streets, and the 
Vauxhall Gardens in the Bowery, all offered musical or dra- 
matic entertainments during the summer. At the former, Mr. 
and Mrs. Geo. G. Stevenson made their first appearance in 
New York. They were afterward valued performers at the 
Chatham, Bowery, and Franklin Theatres. They retired from 
the profession about 1837. Messrs. Keene, Brennan (a favorite 
vocalist), Schinotti (a dancer), Hyatt, Adamson, Green, Petrie, 
Simms, Allen, Biven, Laidley, West, the Blanchard family, 
Mrs. Ford, Mrs. Lowrey, Mrs. Adamson, Miss P. M. Clark, and 
others, took part in these entertainments. 

Messrs. Price and Simpson re-opened the Park Tuearre on 
the 1st of September, 1823, with the comedy of the “School 
of Reform,” and the afterpiece of the “ Children in the Wood.” 
Mr. Hilson, who now rejoined the regular company, appeared 
as Tyke and Waller; Mr. Foot played Lord Avondale ; Mr. 
Watkinson, Gen. Tarragon ; Mr. Simpson, Ferment ; Miss John- 
son, Mrs. Ferment, and Mrs. Stevenson (late of the summer 
theatres, who was engaged as a substitute for Mrs. Battersby) 
made her first appearance as Mrs. St. Clair. 

Sept. 2d. Mr. Henry Placide, last from the Charleston 
Theatre, our first and best native comedian, made his first ap- 
pearance on the Park stage in the characters of Zekiel Home- 
spun and Dr. Dablanceur. 

Sept. 3d. Mr. Booth commenced an engagement as 
Richard III. 

Sept. 5th. Mrs. Duff, who had acquired great celebrity at 
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Boston snd Philadelphia, appeared for the first time in New 
York as Hermione, in the “Distrest Mother,” supported by 
Mr. Booth as Orestes. Mrs. Duff, as a tragic actress, has been 
equaled on the American Stage only by Mrs. Merry and Miss 
Kemble, and in some characters has surpassed them both. 
The following remarks are from the New York Mirror of 
May Sth, 1827: 

“Mrs. Duff is decidedly the best actress in our country. 
* * %* * There are few who are not able to appreciate 
good playing; but there are fewer who are able to convey to 
a reader a distinct idea of an actor’s merits. To Mrs. Duff, in 
particular, this observation applies. In her style of acting, 
there are none of those prominent points—none of those 
strongly marked characteristics, which are of such assistance 
to the dramatic critic in his observations on the Stage. Mrs. 
Duff has one great characteristic—one peculiarity that strikes 
all who see her, and that is—uniformity of excellence. She 
makes no points. We cannot say of her as we used to say of 
Kean: ‘That is a beautiful touch’ Her merits and defects 
(though the latter are few and trivial) pervade the whole of 
whatever character she undertakes. From beginning to end, 
you see before you only the character she is personating. 
The unity of her conception, the oneness, is remarkable. No 
temptation can induce her to break it. If a scene offer ever 
so much opportunity for display, and it be not authorized by 
the whole design and tenor of the part, she suffers it to pass 
by unembraced. This is the perfection of herart. Sheseems 
to have a separate existence during the continuance of the 
play, and to have lost all knowledge, and even all power of 
seeing the realities around her. Kean startled us by electric 
flashes—Mrs, Barnes occasionally shines out with great vivid- 
ness—but Mrs. Duff pours out one unceasing blaze during the 
whole time that she occupies the stage. Not that there is a 
uniformity of interest in sll she does, but a uniformity of 
excellence. Drawing an illustration from Sculpture, we might 
properly speak of her style as bearing a resemblance to the 
immortal Phidian Goddess, every feature of which is true to 


420 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


nature, but which presents a whole more beautiful than 
nature’s choicest works. Who that has seen Mrs. Duff in the 
part of Jane Shore, for example, will not perceive the aptness 
of the remark? In every line, in every word, she is true to 
the author, and departs not in a single instance from his 
delineation; yet the character, as given by her, is one of far 
greater elevation and dignity than Rowe had the ability 
to draw.” 

During this engagement, Mrs. Duff appeared as Calanthe, 
Lady Macbeth, Tullia, Roxana, Imogine, and Mrs. Beverly, 
supported by Mr. Cooper, who commenced his engagement 
here on the 6th as Virginius. For her benefit, on the 24th, 
she played Florinda, in the “ Apostate,” when Mr. Duff ap- 
peared for the first time in ten years as Malec, and the Three 
Singles. Mrs. Duff made an impression at this time that 
caused her to be universally recognized as the queen of tra- 
gedy; but the sceptre was finally wrested from her grasp by 
the powerful hand of Fanny Kemble, whose youth, beauty, 
and distinguished patronymic, aided materially in seducing 
the fickle allegiance of the public. 

Attached to the Dublin Theatre, in the capacity of dancers, 
some sixty years ago, were two young and fascinating Irish 
girls, of the name of Dyke. Their extreme grace and beauty 
attracted general admiration, and one of them became the 
first wife of Thomas Moore, the poet. The other, Miss Mary 
Ann Dyke, is the subject of our notice, who, marrying Mr. 
Duff, accompanied him to America in 1810, making her debut 
at Boston, in the character of Juliet, with indifferent success. 
Her style was then so tame and feeble as to give no hope of 
the improvement afterward witnessed. She continued play- 
ing principally at Philadelphia and Boston—till at the latter 
place, in 1817, she began to rise rapidly in public estima- 
tion—suddenly, as if touched by a magic wand, throwing off 
the languor of indifference, and exhibiting in vivid intensity 
the true fire of genius. After returning to Philadelphia, 
where she played for a season with most brilliant success, she 
completed her triumph by her appearance in New York, 
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playing afterward throughout the Union, and exciting the 
highest enthusiasm by her transcendent excellence. She was 
for a long time the main support of the Bowery and Chatham 
Theatres, at a period when they ranked with the best estab- 
lishments of the country. In the latter part of her dramatic 
career, after her husband’s death, and when forced, by the ne- 
cessities of a numerous family, and the immense influx of 
foreign artists, she was obliged to accept engagements at 
minor theatres, and in a moment of hallucination produced 
by domestic sorrow, while at the Richmond Hill, in 1833, 
contracted her extraordinary marriage with Charles Young, 
the actor, which she steadfastly refused to consummate, and 
which was soon after legally dissolved. 

Mrs. Duff made her last appearance in this city, in the 
autumn of 1835, at the Franklin Theatre, and we then saw 
her perform Florinda, Adelgitha, Lady Randolph and Isabella, 
with undiminished excellence. In the latter part, her acting 
stands out in distinct and vivid recollection, eclipsing every 
other dramatic performance in our memory. She soon after 
quitted the stage for the retirement of private life, becoming 
the wife of Mr. Sevier, a member of the bar, at New Orleans, 
where, we think, she is still living. When last heard from, she 
was an’active and zealous member of her church, and widely 
esteemed for her amiable and benevolent disposition. In her 
prime she possessed beauty of a most remarkable character; 
a noble person, elegantly proportioned; a face full of soul; 
eyes of melting darkness, winning love or pity, or terrifying 
her auditors with the lightning-flashes of scorn and indigna- 
tion; and a voice which, for plaintive tenderness and thrill- 
ing expression, we have never known equaled. Unlike any 
Other performer, devoid of stage trick and conventionality, 
nsing superior to all around her, “we ne’er shall look upon 
her like again.” 

On the 19th, Mr. Booth appeared as Posthumus, in “Cymbe- 
line,” for his benefit, and also personated Geoffrey Muffincap, 
an elderly charity boy, in the new farce of “Amateurs and 
Actors,” then first performed, with Kent as O. P. Bustle, 


422 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Richings as David Dulcet, Watkinson as Elderberry, Mrs. + 
Wheatley as Mrs. Goneril, and Mrs. Bancker as Miss Hardacre. 

“The Duel,” long a favorite farce, was first brought out on 
the 25th, with Foot as Sir Prior Oldencourt, Simpson as Au- 
gustus Buoyant, Woodhull as Harry Buoyant, Watkinson as 
Silverhead, Kent as O’Mauley, Mrs. Bancker as Harriet, and 
Mrs. Wheatley as Mrs. Barbottle. 

A new tragedy, called the “ Renegade, or France Restored,” 
was first played on the 26th, as follows: 


Charles Martel . . . Mr. CLARKER. Leodat . .... Mr. WoopracL. 
Agobar .... . ‘s  Marwoop. , Ezilda . ... . Miss JoHNnson. 
Alaor...... ‘6 SIMPSON. Anatilda . . . . Mrs. BanckEr. 
Gondair ..... ‘Foot. 


It was repeated two or three times, and its authors, Doctors 
Cooper and Grey, had a benefit on the 3d of October. 

Mr. Cooper concluded his engagement on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, when he played Marc Antony and Petruchio, for his 
benefit. 

Oct. 6th. Miss E. Placide was added to the company, 
making her début as Margaretta, in “No Song, No Supper.” 

Oct. 10th. Mrs, J. H. Clarke, an amiable and interesting 
woman, made a very favorable impression as Miss Hardcastle 
and Myrtillo, being her first appearance on the American 
Stage, to which she was attached but one or two seasons. 

Oct. 138th. Mr. Cooper commenced a re-engagement as Rolla, 
with Mrs. Tatnall’s first appearance this season, in the part 
of Elvira. 

_ Oct. 18th. The tragedy of “Durazzo,” written by James 
Haynes, was first represented here. 


Durazzo ..... Mr. Cooper. | Amtonio. .. . . Mr. Woopsvt.. 
King . 2. « . © e« «Foor. Alonzo. . .. . ‘«  SImPsoON. 
Benducar. ... - ‘6 ~6Maywoop. Zelinda. . . . «. Miss JOHNSON. 
Garcia. . .. . - ‘6 6 CLAREB. Leonora... . Mrs. BANCKER. 


Oct. 20th. After the performance of “Coriolanus,” with 
Cooper and Mrs. Tatnall, as Caius Marcius and Volum- 
nia, @ new farce was produced, called “Cent Per Cent,” thus 


cast: 

Col. Trumbull . . . Mr. Foor. | Starch... .. Mr. Hrsoy. 
Capt. Dashmore. . . ‘* Simpson. Mrs. i ia Miss E. PLacrpg. 
Charles Hopeful. . . ‘* Woopxvut. | Chariot é . Mrs. Bancare. 
Pennyfartning . . ‘6 Watkinson. 


Oct. 27th. J. Howard Payne’s drama, called the “ Two Galley 
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- Slaves,” long a favorite afterpiece, was thus first played 
here: 7 


Bonhbomme ... . Mr. Foot. Unknown .. . . Mr. Cranks. 
Henry. . . . « - ‘¢ 6 8IMPSON, Basil . .... ‘6 PLACIDE. 
Maj. Delisle . . . . ‘* WoopsuL.. Felix. & «3. « « Miss Brunpacsz. 
Laroute .... . ‘“ Kent. LouJaa. . 2. . ‘6 JOHNSON. 


Nov. 8d. Mrs. Stone, who was now engaged for the heavy 
business, in lieu of Mrs. Stevenson, made her first appearance 
as Mrs. Malfort, in the “Soldier’s Daughter.” . 

Nov. 5th. Mr. Pearman achieved a triumphant success on 
his first appearance in America, as Count Belino, in the 
“Devil’s Bridge.” Mr. Pearman was born at Manchester, 
England, in 1792, and had appeared at the Lyceum Theatre, 
London, as a vocalist, as early as 1817. He was manly and 
handsome in. person, with a fine, expressive face, and a species 
of baritone voice, that enabled him to execute many tenor 
parts with fine effect. As a singer, although inferior in 
voice to Phillipps, he possessed in an unusual degree, taste, 
science and skill, and as an actor was far superior to the 
generality of vocalists. He returned to England at the close 
of the season, but was again in America with his wife in 
1827—8—’9. He is reported to have died in the West Indies 
soon after. 

Nov. 12th. Howard Payne’s beautiful domestic drama of 
“Clari, the Maid of Milan,” interspersed with Bishop’s ex- 
quisite music, and containing the undying song that has 
touched so many hearts with its unaffected pathos—“ Home, 
Sweet Home!”—was thus first produced on the American 


Stage: 

Duke Vivaldi. . . . Mr. Crarxs. '  Nobleman. . . . Mr. Wooparvtt. 
Rolamo .... . “¢ ~ Marwoop. Pelgrino . . . . ‘“* WHEATLEY. 
Jocoso. « «© «© «© ‘¢ ~PEARMAN, | Pelgrino’s Wife . . Mrs. Stons. 
Geronio .... . ‘¢  WaArKINBSON. | Leoda . ...-s ‘© BANCKER 
Nimpedo. ... . ‘¢  PLAcrDE. Verping . . . . ‘' Homan. 
Nicolo. . . 2 « « ‘¢ REED. ' Fidalma . . . . =‘ WHEATLEY, 
Claudio . .... 6 Kent. | Clari . « 6 «© -« Miss Jounson. 
Glullo. . . . . ‘*  RicHINGs. | Ninetta. . . . . ‘¢ E. PLacips. 


An admirable cast throughout. Pearman and Mrs. Hol- 
man did full justice to the music; Maywood rendered Rolamo 
very powerfully; and the pathos and artlessness of Miss John- 
son, now in the full pride of youthful beauty, made her per- 
formance of Clari deeply aifecting. 
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Mr. Pearman took his benefit on the 21st, when he pre- — 
sented “Clari,” and a new farce, called “I Will Have a Wife,” 
thus cast: | 
Admiral Firedrake. . Mr. KzEwnt. . Emily ..... Mrs. Houtman. 


Capt. Firedrake. . . ‘ PErARMAN. Isabella. . . . . ** BANOKER. 
O'Leary .... . ‘6 WoopguLL. Mrs. Somerford . . ‘* CLaRggg. 


Nov. 24th. Mr. Vincent De Camp, a veteran of the London 
Stage, and brother to Mrs. Charles Kemble, made his first ap- 
pearance in America as Gossamer and the Three Singles. He 
afterward played Tangent, Rover, Twineall, Dick Cypher, Bene- 
dick, Ranger, Vapid, Morbleau, &c., but failed to make the im- 
pression he had anticipated. 

Mr. De Camp was born in Vienna, Austria, about 1777, and 
coming to England, in early life, with his father, (an eminent 
musician) he was introduced on the boards of Drury Lane as 
a representative of juvenile parts. He afterward played at 
Margate, Edinburgh, &c., and on reaching manhood made his 
second début at Drury Lane, as Vapour, in “My Grandmother,” 
and was soon considered a useful performer of fops, cox- 
combs and gay footmen. He was afterward attached to the 
Haymarket, where he enacted the first line of comedy with 
general approbation, and for a long time occupied a very 
prominent position on the British Stage. He had deterio- 
rated on his appearance here, and it availed but little to 
know that he had been a valuable and distinguished come- 
dian. Mr. De Camp was subsequently manager or stage- 
director of several American theatres, and last played in New 
York at the Lafayette Theatre, in 1828. Mr. Wemyss states 
that he retired from the Stage and managed a dairy farm 
near Mobile, and we have before us a memorandum noting 
his death in Texas, July 27th, 1839. 

Nov. 25th. The grand drama of “Undine, or the Spirit of 
the Waters,” was first played in America, with the following 
cast, and with great success: 


Sir Hildebrand . - Mr. Simpson. Seer . . . « -« Mr. WoopDsvLit. 
Seneschal. ... . ‘6 6 WHEATLEY. Undine .. . . Miss Jounson. 
Walter ..... 6 KENT. Bertalda .... ‘“ E. Pras. 
Kubleborn ... . ‘“* CLARER. Agatha .... ‘* Buramp. 
Gyblin . .... ‘ 6BEeEp. Bridget . . . . Mrs. Wararnsr. 


In December, Mr. Cooper, who appears never to have 
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- been more popular, went through with another engagement, 
terminating with his benefit on the 29th, as Zanga. 

Mr. Pearman followed—opening as the Seraskier, in the 
“Siege of Belgrade,” and appearing on the 5th of January, 
1824, as Prince Orlando and Paul, for the benefit of Mrs. 
Holman. About this time a grand ball was given in 
the Theatre for the benefit of the Greek patriots, who 
were struggling with Turkey for their independence, 
and during the time occupied for preparing the neces- 
sary alterations, the company played at the Broadway 
Circus. 

Jan. 9th. An opera, called “Maid Marian,” was brought 
out, but the best efforts of the performers could not render 
it popular. It was thus cast: 


King Richard . . . Mr. CLaRxe. Little John . . . Mr. RICHINGS. 
46 ¢ 


Priuce John... MaYwoop. Friar Tuck . . . HILson. 
Fitgwalter . . . . ‘“* WaAtkKINSON, Friar Peter . . . ‘* PLactIpsZ. 
Montfaucon . . . . ‘* WoopsHuLL ' Wm. Gamwell . . ‘* Keng. 
Sie William . . . . ‘* = Fovot. Matilda. . . .. Mrs. Hotman. 

bin Hvod . ‘ PraegMak. : 


Jan. 12th. Mr. William Augustus Conway made his first 
appearance in America as Hamlet. He was received with 
great enthusiasm, and during his engagement personated the 
characters of Coriolanus, Bertram, Lord Townly, Aben Hamet, 
(Conquest of Taranto) Beverly and Petruchio, with entire suc- 
cess, 

This talented but unfortunate man was born in London, in 
the year 1789, and educated for the law; but imbibing a 
passion for the Stage, he made his first appearance, before 
attaining the age of twenty, at Chester, as Zanga, in the 
“Revenge.” He was then engaged by the elder Macready 
for a provincial circuit, in which he gained so much repute 
that, in 1812, he was secured for the Dublin Theatre, where 
he played the first line of characters with the famous Miss 
O'Neill, for whom, it is said, he cherished an ardent but un- 
reciprocated passion. 

On the 4th of October, 1814, he made his first appearance 
in London, at Covent Garden, as Alexander the Great, in 
which character he was received with distinguished approba- 
tion. He soon played a variety of parts in tragedy and gen- 
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teel comedy, firmly establishing himself in the good opinion 
of the London audience, as well as in the provinces, where he 
played frequent star engagements. In 1821, he was attached 
to the Haymarket, when the publication of some malignant 
criticism, of a personal nature, written by Theodore Hook, so 
affected his morbid sensibility, that, although standing at the 
highest point of popular favor, he threw up his engagement, 
and betcok himself to the duties of a prompter, from which 
position he was persuaded by his friends to visit America, 
where his engagements were attended with the most grati- 
fying success. But Mr. Conway was nervous and sensitive to 
the highest degree, keenly alive to the lightest touch of 
ridicule, and, unfortunately for his own peace of mind, pos- 
sessed a most commanding person, towering above sjx feet in 
height. His horror at being obliged to play with others of 
less size, which rendered him, as he imagined, absurdly con- 
spicuous, and his unfounded apprehension of conspiracies to 
keep him down in the profession, with other fancied diff- 
culties, so preyed upon his mind, that they produced a settled 
melancholy, which finally caused him to leave the Stage, and 
devote himself to the study of religion, with a view to enter- 
ing the ministry. It is said that about this time, he de- 
livered several beautiful sacred discourses in this city. Early 
in the spring of 1828, he took passage from here for Charles- 
ton, and on arriving off the bar at the entrance of the 
harbor there, suddenly threw himself overboard, and so per- 
ished. From various evidences, the act would appear to have 
been long premeditated, and the result of settled derange- 
ment or monomania. His death was a source of sincere 
regret to many devoted and well-tried, but perhaps misun- 
derstood and unappreciated friends, whom his habitual re- 
serve and secluded habits kept at a distance. Mr. Conway’s 
superiority as an actor was the result of a superior education, 
and the most careful and elaborate study of character, and 
his personations evinced all the high-wrought finish and 
artistic elegance of the Kemble and Macready schools. 

Jan. 81st. A drama, entitled “Greece and Liberty,” was 
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produced ; the desperate struggle of the Greek Revolutionists, 
at this time, rendering anything that contained an allusion 
to the subject very attractive. It was thus cast: 


Marco Bozsaris . . . Mr. Mayrwoop. ' f§eraskier . . . . Mr. Woopgavutt. 
Mavrocadarto .. . ‘4 CLARER. Kislar Aga . . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Christian. . . . Foor. | Kimbaska. . . . “ Banoxen. 
Alexis. ..... ‘6 PLAOIDE. Matilda. . .. . Mise JoHNson. 
Acasto. ..... ‘6 SRegp. Hamida.. . . Mrs. BANOKER. 


Feb. 2d. A joint engagement was commenced by Messrs. 
Cooper and Conway, who, in friendly rivalry, exerted them- 
selves to the utmost, and attracted nightly overflowing audi- 
ences, composed principally of the highest intelligence of the 
city. During this engagement, Mr. Cooper played Pierre, 
Othello, Lear, King John, Joseph Surface, and Lothario, in the 
“Fair Penitent,” with the aid of Conway as Jaffer, lago, 
Edgar, Falconbridge, Charles Surface and Horatio. For Mr. 
Cooper's benefit on the 16th, the “Orphan” and the “Liar” 
were performed, with Mr. Conway as Castalio, and the benefi- 
ciary as Chamont and Young Wilding ; while, for Conway's 
benefit on the 18th, “Julius Cesar” and the “Review” were 
enacted, with Cooper as Brutus, and Conway as Marc Antony 
and Looney. It was conceded that on these occasions, Mr. 
Cooper surpassed all his former efforts, and that this season 
witnessed his crowning point of excellence. 

Feb. 5th. A new comedy, called “Pigeons and Crows,” 


was produced for the first time, as follows: 


Sir Peter Figwiggen - Mr. Warxinson. TOPlY> 2) Gr- ce. Mr. Exgyrt. 


Capt. Neville. . . * Simpson. Louisa. . . . . Miss JoHNSON. 

G26 fa se, ‘* Foot. Mary ..... ‘© F. PLacips. 
Wadd. .... . “REED. Mrs. Mervey . . . Mrs. WHEatTLer. 
Blondeau. ... . ‘¢ PLacIps. 


Feb. 23d. A drama, by Samuel Woodworth, entitled “La- 
fayette, or the Castle of Olmutz,” was first represented, with 
the following cast: 


Lafayette. . . . . Mr. Marwoop. Leen gl - . + Mr. Regn. 
Lohbretein. . .. . «Foot. Leopold - . »« § WooosuLn 
Huger. . ... . ‘6 6 SIMPSON. Ellen . . .. . Miss JoHNeun. 
Bribenberg . - . - ‘Sf KEN?. Rosara. . . . . Mrs. CLARKE 
Balmar .... =. ‘ CLaRKR. Annette . . . . ‘* BaxcKker. 
Walter. . .... ‘¢  PLaciIpE. Countess . . . . ‘“* WuHrartiey, 


It was repeated a few times, and the author had a Een 
on the 23d of April. 

Mr. Woodworth was the successful author of several dramas, 
but one of which, the “Forest Rose,” now retains possession 
of the Stage. He wrote one or two unsuccessful novels, and 
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as a poet, gained a reputation for facility of versification un- 
equaled in America. His fame now principally rests on his 
song of “The Old Oaken Bucket.” He was the original pro- 
jector of the “New York Mirror,” for twenty years the lead- 
ing literary newspaper of New York. Mr. Woodworth died in 
1842, at the age of 57. 

Feb. 25th. Mr. J. J. Adams opened an engagement as 
Alexander the Great; playing Octavian on the 27th, and 
Young Norval on the 28th, after which the Theatre closed 
for a few nights, re-opening March 8th, with Mr. Pearman as 
Jocoso, and Sylvio in “Brother and Sister.” His new parts 
were Young Meadows, and Lord William, in the “Haunted 
Tower ;” and for his benefit, on the 22d, he appeared as 
Francis Osbaldistone, and produced, for the first time in 
thirty years, the burletta of “Midas,” thus cast: 


Apollo. . ... . Mr. Pearman. Mysis . . ... Miss E. Pracipsz. 
Jupiter . .... 6¢  RICHINGS. Daphne. ... . ‘6 JOaNsSoN. 
Midas. ..... sé  HIzson. Nysa ..... Mrs. Hotman. 


Feb. 16th. Mr. Adams took what purported to be his 
farewell benefit, previous to his retirement from the 
Stage, when he appeared as Rolla, in “Pizarro,” and de- 
livered a farewell address. His retirement lasted but a 
few years. 

Mr. Booth was again engaged, and appeared on the 24th as 
Richard IIL. 

Feb. 25th. The “ Avenger’s Vow,” a drama byC. P. Clinch, 
was very successfully produced, with the following cast: 


Gonsago . ... . Mr. Mayrwoop. Paolo . .... Mr. HIwson. 
Cynthio . .... “ Simpson. | Tidefongza . . . . Miss Jonson. 
Iothair 2... ‘¢  WoopauLt. | Isadora. . . . Mrs. HoLmas. 
Melchior . . . ‘6 CLARKE. 


Abydos,” and Jerry Sneak, for his benefit. 

April 5th. Cooper and Conway re-appeared; and, during 
their engagement, interchanged characters on alternate 
nights, each appearing as Pierre, Jaffier, Othello, Iago, Mare 
Antony, Brutus, and Macbeth. Mr. Conway also personated 
Hamlet, Hemeya, Coriolanus, and Romeo. 

April 26th. Mr. Maywood announced his benefit pre- 
vious to his return to Europe, and played three of his 
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best characters — Sir Pertinaz, Count de Croissy, and 
Skirmish. 

May 8d. A comedy called the “Little Thief,” altered by 
Mr. Foot, from Beaumont and Fletcher's “ Night Walker,” was 


brought out as follows : 
Tom Lurcher. . . . Mr. CLARKE. | Alathe. . .. . Miss JOHNSON. 


Jack Wildbrain. . . ‘* SIMPSON. _ Maria... se Mrs. CLarxs. 

Frank Heartlove . . ‘* WoopDsULL. . Margaretta. ‘* Strong % 
Allgripe . . . | . ‘6 WartkINSON. Nurse. . .. - ‘© WHaatLer. 

TODS. 6 OS re. oe: ‘¢ 6 HILSON. 


Mr. Pearman’s farewell engagement now commenced ; and 
on the 10th the first performance of the “ Marriage of Figaro,” 
with Bishop’s music, occurred—it having been previously 
played as a comedy, called the “Follies of a Day.” 


Count Almaviva. . . Mr. Simpson. Cherubino. . . . Mrs. BANOKER, 
Figaro. . . .- « - ‘©  PEARMAN, i: Countess . . . . Miss Jonnson. 
Fiorello . . . . .-. ‘“* Ricuines. Sasanna .. . . Mre. Horman. 
Antonio . . . . . “ PLaoipe. | Barbaring. . . . Mise E. Peacups. 


May 14. Mrs. Holman took her benefit, previous to her 
proposed retirement from the profession; and on the 21st 
Mr. Pearman also took his farewell, previous to returning 
to his native land. On both these occasions, the “ Marriage 
of Figaro” was performed with great success. 

May 28th. Mr. Booth commenced a new engagement with — 
his masterpiece, Sir Giles Overreach. 

May 31st. For Mr. Simpson’s benefit, the Rev. George 
Croly’s comedy, entitled “Pride Must Have a Fall,” was pro- 
duced, but attained slight popularity. We give its cast: 


Cornet Carmine. . . Mr. Simpson. Major O’Shannon . Mr. Woopurvtt. 
Count Ventoso .. . ‘“ KENT. Countess Ventoso . Nrs. WHEATLEY. 
Lorenzo . ...- - s6 CLARKE. Leonora... . 6 Bancker. 
Torrento . .. . © Hruson. Victoria .... ‘© HOLMAN. 
Spado. ..... ‘¢  PLacIpE. 


June 4th. Lunn’s capital farce, called “ Fish Out of Water,” 
was thus first played here: 


Sam Savory... . Mr. Hrvson. Steward . . . . Mr. Pracrpz. 
Sir Geo. Courtly. . . ‘* Foot. John... 6 WHEATLEY. 
Ald. Gayfair. . . . ‘“ Kent. Ellen . .... Mrs. BAanckeRr. 
Charlies .... .- ‘« Simpson. Lucy . 2. 6 « « Miss E. Puacipg. 


June 7th. Mrs. Waring, from England, appeared as Elvira, 
in “ Pizarro,” and Flora, in the “Midnight Hour.” We have 
no further knowledge of her, save the statement of Mr. 
Wemyss, that she returned to England and died there. 

June 9th. Mr. Booth played Pescara, in the “ Apostate,” 
for his benefit, assisted by Mr. Conway, as Hemeya ; and in the 
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afterpiece of “High Life Below Stairs,” Mr. Thayer made his 
first appearance in New York as My Lord Duke's Servant. 

Mr. Edward J. Thayer was, at one time, well known in New 
York, but, for the last thirty years, has been principally at- 
tached to the Philadelphia Theatres, where he is a standard 
favorite. He is a native of Boston, Mass., and made his first 
* dramatic attempt there, as a member of the Philo-dramatic 
Society, in 1820, in the character of Young Norval ; and, in 
1821, appeared at the Federal Street Theatre as Tancred, in 
“Tancred and Sigismunda,” with success. He was a member 
of the Chatham Garden Company in its best days, and 
achieved a brilliant reputation there, as the successor of 
George Barrett, in light comedy; indeed, we doubt whether, 
as an actor simply, in that line, he has ever been surpassed 
amongst us, but, being rather under size, he lacked the ad- 
vantage of a dashing exterior; and, after a few years, a ten- 
dency toward corpulence, and a rather deeply lined face, 
materially marred the effect of his personations. About 1830, 
he married Mrs. Palmer Fisher, the mother of Miss Alexina 
Fisher, the latter of whom he introduced to the public as a 
juvenile star, with great success. Mr. Thayer last appeared 
in New York as the representative of humorous old men, at 
Burton’s Theatre, in 1848, and has since resided in Phila- 
delphia, in the enjoyment of competence, actively pursuing 
the duties of his profession, until his retirement in 1863. 

Mr. Clason made his first appearance as Hamlet, on the oc- 
casion of Mr. Foot’s benefit, June 18th; he also played Jaffer 
for Mr. Woodhull, on the 22d, and Othello for Mr. Reed, on 
the 28th. 

Isaac Starr Clason, a member of a distinguished family of 
New York, will be better remembered, probably, as a poet 
than as actor. With a highly cultivated mind, a refined lite- 
rary taste, and many of the most important requirements of 
excellence, his habits of dissipation were such as to destroy 
all the promise of his early years, and to hurry him through 
a career of shame and wretchedness to a suicide’s grave. He 
died in London, in 1834, by inhaling the fumes of charcoal, 
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in company with his mistress. Mr. Clason’s name will be 
found in our Records the next two seasons. 

Mrs. Burke also appeared here, for the first time in nine 
years, for Mr. Woodhull’s benefit, her vocal abilities having 
improved, rather than deteriorated, during that period. 

Mr. Placide took his first benefit in New York on the 22d, 
when he appeared as Mrs. Malaprop (!) in the “ Rivals.” ¢ 

June 80th. For Mr. Richings’ benefit, Mr. Roberts made 
his first appearance on the Park stage, in a new drama, called 
the “Fortunes of Nigel,” then first acted as follows: 


King James... . Mr. Ropprts. Christie. . . . . Mr. Woopsutt. 
lord Nigel . . . . ‘* Simpson. | Trapbois . . . . ‘* Warxrnson. 
Lord Dalgarno .. . ‘* Cxrarxs. | Lady Hermione . . Miss Jounxson. 
Ramsay ..... “ PLaciDe. Mrs. Christie... ‘s E. PLacips. 
Buckingham. . . . ‘* RuicHings. Martha Trapbois. . Mrs. Stonz. 


Monday, July 5th, was the last of the season, when the 
drama of “ Washington,” and an equestrian spectacle called 
“ Alexander the Great,” introducing Mrs. Tatnall and the 
Circus troupe, were the entertainments. 

The Broadway Circus was open, very successfully, during 
the summer of 1824, and “Tom and Jerry” had a long run 
there. Besides the corps of equestrians, rope-dancers, &c., 
Mrs. Tatnall, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Cowell were the principal 
attractions. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 


Park Theatre, 1824-5—Broadway Circus—Chatham Garden Theatre. 


HE Park Theatre having been again wholly re- 

painted and tastefully embellished, was re-opened 

to the public on the 30th of August, 1824. The 
new drop-curtain, painted by Mr. Evers, and representing the 
Park, City Hall, &c., was very effectively executed, and very 
generally admired. 

The plays were the “Poor Gentleman” and “Ella Rosen- 
berg,” in which Messrs. Watkinson, Placide, Foot, Simpson, 
Richings, Kent, Clarke, Bancker, Woodhull and Nexsen, Mra. 
Wheatley, Miss Johnson and Mrs. Bancker appeared ; and 
Mr. Schinotti danced a hornpipe. Mr. Maywood, Mrs. Hol- 
man and Mrs. Stone were not among the company this sea- 
son. Mrs. Kent was engaged, and made her first appearance 
on the 31st, as Elvira, in “Pizarro.” 

The first novelty of the season was Moncrieff’s equestrian 
drama of the “Cataract of the Ganges,” which brought Mr. 
Blythe and his horses into requisition, and being got up with 
unusual care and splendor, had a long and poe run. It 


was thus cast: 
Ackbar ..... Mr. Ricuw1ne@s. ) Ambassador .. . Mr. Nsxsex. 


Jam Saheb... . =‘ Foot. Mordaunt. . . . ‘* Cxrarge. 
Mokarra .... =. ‘6 SIMPSON, ' Jack Robinson . . ‘* Hirson. 
Mokagee. ... . ‘¢ PLAcIDR. _ Princess Dessa . . Mises Brunpacs. 
Iran . .« 2+ «© «© « © WoopuvuLL. Zamine. .... ‘© JOHNSON. 
Omar ...... ‘s 6BLYrasg. | Ubra..... Mre. Bancxsr. 
Brahmin. ... . © BANCKER. Matai. .... 66 WHEATLEY. 


Sept. 2d. Mr. Barnes made his first appearance since his 
return from Europe, in the characters of Sir Anthony Abso- 
lute and Darby, and was received with acclamation. His ac- 
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complished wife also re-appeared on the 6th, in her favorite 
character of Isabella, receiving the same hearty and enthusi- 
astic welcome. From henceforth Mrs. Barnes was recognized 
as a star of the first magnitude. 

Sept. 7th. Mr. Stanley, from Drury Lane, made his first 
appearance in America as Rover. Mr. Stanley was attached 
to the company for two or three seasons, and became rather : a 
favorite in light comedy. 

Sept. 15th. Mr. Lee, another recruit from London, com- 
menced his engagement in the character of Shylock. On the 
18th, he appeared as Sir Edward Mortimer. These charac- 
ters were beyond his grasp, but being asensible and judicious 
actor, he became a valuable member of the company, and in 
second tragedy parts, and in the more serious characters of 
genteel comedy, gave great satisfaction. He left the Theatre 
in 1827, and we have no further knowledge of him. 

A still more important personage appeared on the 17th, as 
Lady Teazle. This was Miss Lydia Kelly, who, as the dashing 
representative of the fashionable and high-flown heroines of 
comedy, maintained for several seasons the highest position 
in the favor of the public. Her first list of characters in- 
cluded Beatrice, Helen Worrett, Lady Elizabeth Freelove, Flo- 
retta, (“Cabinet”) Letitia Hardy, Rosina, Lilla, (“Siege of Bel- 
grade”) Lies Mrs. Oakley, and mene in “Of Age To- 
morrow.” 

Miss Kelly was born in London, June 2d, 1795. She was a 
niece of the celebrated Michael Kelly, professor of music. One 
of her sisters was Miss F. M. Kelly, the famous London act- 
ress; and another, a half-sister, the wife of the elder Ma- 
thews. At the age of thirteen, she first attempted the Stage 
at Glasgow, as Louisa, in the “Deserter,” and two years after 
joined the Drury Lane company, then performing at the Ly- 
ceum, where she first appeared as Rosina, October 11th, 1810, 
her engagement lasting for three years. She afterward played 
at Edinburgh and various provincial theatres, as well as at 
Drury Lane, with success. Miss Kelly was rather masculine 
in appearance, but the richness and elegance of her costume 
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set her off to great advantage on the Stage. Her performances 
were somewhat lacking in delicacy and refinement, and in 
that nice discrimination of light and shade pervading every 
well-drawn character—perhaps by some they would be de- 
scribed as coarse, but they were nevertheless effective and 
forcible, and her never-failing animal spirits, good humor and 
vivacity completely overbalanced her failings, and always 
carried her through with applause. As a singer, she was at 
first regarded with great favor, but she was soon eclipsed by 
Mrs. Knight, Madame Feron, Mrs. Austin, Miss George, and 
others, whose warbling abilities were of a much higher order. 
Miss Kelly took her farewell benefit at the Park Theatre, May 
' 20th, 1831, in her favorite character of Beatrice, in which, at 
the time, she was thought to be unapproachable. She also 
delivered a farewell address, written by Mr. Stone. Her final 
appearance in America occurred on the 26th of July in that 
year, when she personated the Widow Cheerly, for the benefit 
of the unfortunate Mrs. Gilfert. She soon after returned to 
Kurope, after an American career of unprecedented brilliancy 
and success, and married a French Baron, from whom she re- 
treated when she found he had taken her for what her talents 
would command. We understand she still lives in comfort- 
able independence. 

Sept. 18th. Mrs. Barnes took her benefit, when she ap- 
' peared as Imogen, in “Cymbeline;” and Colin, in “Nature 
and Philosophy.” 

Sept. 21st. Mrs. De Luce—wife of the orchestra-leader— 
made her first appearance on the Stage as Lucy Bertram, with 
tolerable success. She was the daughter of Major Hollins- 
head, of the American army, and, besides possessing great 
beauty of countenance, was a‘ very pleasing ballad singer. 
Mrs. De Luce continued on the Stage a year or two, and after 
her retirement was long a member of the choir at St. Paul's, 
and a favorite singer at public concerts. She died in New 
York, April 18th, 1851, aged 52 years. One of her sons isa 
well-known musician, and a daughter is the wife of the 
comedian Holland. 
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Mr. Cooper commenced an engagement as Macbeth on the 
Ist October—taking his benefit on the 13th, as Damon and 
Young Wilding—still holding his own in public estimation. 

Oct. 2d. A farce called “Cherry Bounce” was produced, with 
Barnes as Gregory, Kent as Oldrents, and Mrs. Wheatley as 
Mrs. Homespun. 

Oct. 14th. Lunn’s capital farce of “Family Jars” was pro- 
duced with great applause, and continues to this day in high 


favor. It was thus cast: 


Porcelain. . . . . Mr. Kesnr. Delph . . .. . Mr. Bagnegs. 
Benedict . . .. . ‘* RICHINGS. Diggory ar ‘© PLAOIDE. 
Emily. ..... Mrs. Dz Lucs. Liddy Lorrigan . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 


Barnes made one of his greatest hits as old Delph, and no 
successor in the part has ever equaled him. 

Payne’s petite comedy of “Charles the Second” was first 
played here on the 25th, with the following cast: 


Charlies . . . « Mr. Simpson. | Edward. .... Mr. PLacipe. 
Rochester. . . . . ‘* STANLEY. | Lady Clara . . . Mrs. CLARKE. 
Capt. Copp . . . “*  HILgon. : Mary Copp. . . . Miss Jounson. 


Major Stevens, the well-known dwarf, thirty-seven inches 
high, long a resident of this city, made his first appearance 
on the Stage, November ‘12th, as Tom Thumb. He repeated 
the character several times with applause, and took his 
benefit on the 24th, when he also appeared as Goliah, in 
the “Young Quaker.” This little fellow possessed all the 
lineaments of a man, a neat and well-turned figure, and 
an intelligent countenance. He played at most of our prin- 
cipal theatres, and in 1837, when “Gulliver in Lilliput” was 
produced at the old National Theatre, (for the purpose of 
introducing the Kentucky Giant, Porter, as Gulliver) made 
quite a hit as Lord Flimnap, the Lilliputian. 

Nov. 15th. Miss Kelly commenced her second engagement 
as Floretia, in the “Cabinet.” 

Nov. 18th. Mr. W. Burroughs made his first appearance in 
America as Rumev, Mrs. Barnes being re-engaged to support 
him as Juliet. Mr. Burroughs was from the Surrey Theatre, 
where he enjoyed the repute of a good melo-dramatic actor, 
and as such would have proved a valuable acquisition to any 
American stock company; but as a tragic star, he shed a 
feeble radiance in comparison with - Kean, Cooper, Booth, &c. 
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After traveling through the Union, he was afterward conj, 
nected with the management of the Lafayette Theatre in this 
city, where, in his proper line of business, he greatly increased 
his popularity. He subsequently returned to Europe. 

Nov. 22d. Mr. Jervis, a pantomimist, &c., made his first ap- 
pearance in America as Kalig, in the “Blind Boy.” He had 
been in the London minor theatres, and was employed in 
various American cities as prompter and machinist, as well 
as actor. He died in Philadelphia, in 1851. 

Nov. 23d. The amusing comedy of “Sweethearts and Wives” 
was first played in New York, with triumphant success, thus 


cast: 

Admiral Franklin . . Mr. Foor. | Curtis... . Mr. Rexgp. 
Charles Franklin . . ‘“ Srmpson. | Kugenia .  §. . Miss Kerry. 
Sandford... ... $6 EE. | DLaura..... «6 JOHNSON. 
Billy Lackaday . . . ‘* Huson. Mrs. Bell . . . . Mra. Waxar.ey. 


Hilson gave a most ludicrous effect to the burlesque senti- 
mentalities of poor Billy Lackaday, and with the able support 
of Miss Kelly and the entire dramatis persona, the piece had 
quite a run. 

Mr. Barnes afterward made in Billy Lackaday one of his 
happiest assumptions, and Burton frequently played the part 
with great applause. 

The “Floating Beacon,” since a tavorite melo-drama at the 
minor theatres, was first played on the 25th, with Hilson 
as Jack Junk, Clarke as Angerstoff, Lee as Frederick, Mrs. 
Clarke as Mariette, and Mrs. Bancker as Christine. 

Nov. 27th. A drama, compiled from Scott’s beautiful novel 
of “ Kenilworth,” was enacted, with the annexed cast: 


Leicester. . .. . Mr. Burgovegs. Anthony Foster . . Mr. JBarvis. 

Surrey. ..... ‘¢ ~Woopavut.. Giles Gosling. . . ‘ Foor. 

Tressillian . . . . ‘* OLgg, Queen Elizabeth. . Miss Jonson. 

Varney ..... (© STANLEY. Amy Robsart. . . Mrs. Barngs. 
bourne... . ‘** CLARKE. 


On the 8th of December, Mr. Burroughs took his benefit, 
when he presented, for the first time, a drama called the 
“Devoted Son,” wherein he appeared as Julio, and Clarke 
as Stephano, Jervis as Uberti, Placide as Pedro, and Mrs 
Barnes as Maria. 

Dec. 10th. Mr. Cooper commenced his second engagement 
as Damon; and on the 15th, Mr. Barnes took his benefit, 
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eviving, for the firat time in twenty years, Murphy’s comedy 
entitled the “Way to Keep Him,” with the following cast: 


Sir Bashful Constant . Mr. Barnes. Sideboard . eo Me. soos 
Sir Brilliant Fashion . ‘‘ SIMPson. Widow Belmore . ee Miss KBZLLY. 

Lovemore. . .. . ‘¢ STANLEY. Lady Constant . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
William ..... sé PLAGIDE. Mrs. Lovemore . . Mrs. BARNES. 


He also produced, for the first time, a drama entitled the 
“Two Prisoners of Lyons,” the original version of the play 
since so very popular under the title of “Robert Macaire.” It 
was cast as follows: | 


Dumont... . . Mr. Foor. Peter .... . Mr. BARnnrs. 
Charles . .... ‘6 "WoopHULL. Louisa. . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Raymond. .... ‘6 CLARKE. Clementine . . . ‘S Banoxger. 
Bertrand... . . ‘* Lg. | 


Dec. 16th. “ Alasco,” a tragedy by J. P. Shee, was first 
played, as follows: 


Alasco. . .... Mr. Cooper. Jerome... . . Mr. Foor. 


Hohendahl . . . . ‘* WoopDsuvLt. Malinski . ee ae Rexp. 
Walsingham. . . . ‘* CLaRKeE. Rienski ... . ‘“ Rronrnes. 
Conrad ..... ¢ ULER. Amantha .. . . Mre. Barnss. 


It was repeated on the 18th, and has never since been heard 
of. Mr. Cooper took his benefit on the 20th, appearing as 
Duke Aranza and Young Wilding, with the volunteered aid 
of Miss Kelly as Juliana. In return, he personated Jaffer for 
her benefit on the 22d, the lady appearing as Belvidera, and 
Nell, in the “Devil to Pay.” 

Jan. 1st, 1825. The drama of “ Frankenstein” was played for 
the first time in America, with the annexed cast: 


Frankenstein . . . Mr. Simpson. | Demon... . . Mr. Ianvis. 
Cherval . . .. . *¢ «Lag. Elisabeth - . . « Mrs. Crags. 
Fritz . .... . ‘«  PLAOIDE. ,; Agatha. ... . ‘*  BaNnoxkeERr. 


The popular farce of the “Secret” was first played on the 
10th, with Miss Kelly as Cecile, Lee as Dupuis, Woodhull as 
Valare, and Placide as Thomas, being one of the first im- 
portant original parts in which he appeared, and in which he 
gained very great applause. 

The same evening was produced, with great splendor, 
the Eastern fairy melo-drama of “Cherry and Fair Star, or 
the Children of Cyprus,” a very pleasing holiday entertain- 
ment, and still popular with the juveniles. It was thus cast: 


Hassanbad .. - Mr. Foor. Captain . . . . Mr. Ricwings. 
Sanguinbeck. . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Cherry. . .. . Miss Kgury. 

Topae ~ 6 een es ‘© JERVIS. Fair Star. . . . ‘* JOHNSON. 
Giaffir. . ... . ‘6 WoopgHULL. Aviaryans. . . . Mrs. De Luce. 
Sigismond .. . ‘6 WSEATLRY. Papilla. . .. . ‘¢ BANOKER. 


Miss Kelly’s third benefit occurred on the 26th, when she 
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appeared as Lady Bell, in “Know Your Own Mind,” and fon 
the ninth time as Prince Cherry. 

Jan. 27th. Planche’s drama, altered from Rowley, entitled 
“A Woman Never Vext,” was first played, with the following 
cast: 


Foster. . ... . Mr. CLARKE. King aad VI. _Mr. Ricuines. 
Stephen Foster . . . ‘* Lge. Clown. ... . ¢ PLaciIpDR. 
Robert Foster . . . ‘* Woop#HULL. Tenocent Lambkin . ‘* WaAtKINSON. 
Walter Brown . . . ‘“ Foor. Agnes Welsted . . Miss JoHNsOon. 


This excellent comedy was repeated a few times, and has 
since slept in unmerited oblivion. 

On the 29th, Mr. Burroughs commenced a new engage- 
ment as Octavian and Sponge. 

Feb. Ist. The melo-drama of the “Ostler and the Robber” 
was brought out as follows: 


Mqs. Romano. . . . Mr. Foor. Zyrtillo . . . . Mr. PLacrpe. 
Ozzrand .... . ‘6s ~6BuRRovuGgHs. Loulsa. . . Miss JoBNSOR. 
Clauson ..... ‘6 CLARKE. Emma.... . Mrs. Bancexrnr. 
Dyrkille . ... . ‘© ™ JEBVIB. 


Mr. Burroughs terminated his engagement with a benefit 
on the 11th, when he appeared as Jerry Hawthorn and Ozz- 
rand. : 

Feb. 25th. Mr. Keene made his first appearance here in 
several-years as Henry Bertram, the commencement of a long 
and brilliant engagement. 

March 2d. An English version of Weber's opera of “ Der 
Freyschutz” was first given in America, and with what was 
then considered an excellent cast, and its fine scenic appoint 
ments, had a long and successful run. It was thus cast: 


Baron Ottocar . . . Mr. Leg. | Hans ..... Mr. RIcCHINGS. 
Conrad .... -@ *¢ WoopasuLL. Hermit... . ‘ Foot 
Caspar ... . «CLARKE. Matthew . - ** Banckenr 
Wilhelm . . .. . ‘6 KK EENB. Wild Huntsman . - ** Rexgp. 
Killian . . ... ‘¢ HILSON. Bertha... . Miss Kruty. 
Christopher... **  PLACIDE. ~ | Linda. . .. . Mrs. Dz Luce. 
Herman .... . ‘KENT. Marian... . ‘“* BanckgsR 


March 17th. A young lady from the Manchester Theatre 
made her first appearance as Sophia, in the “ Road to Ruin,” 
and Myrtillo, in the “Broken Sword.” On the 22d, she ap- 
peared as Marianne, in the “Dramatist,” and Moggy McGil- 
pin, being announced as Miss Parr. This lady was a native of 
Wales, and as a dancer and comic actress gave general satis- 
faction. She was afterward known as Mrs. Smith, and died 
several years since at Natchez. 
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3 March 18th. The farce of the “Young Widow” was first 
played here, with Simpson as Mandeville, Hilson as Splash, 
Miss Kelly as Aurelia, and Mrs. Wheatley as Lucy. 

Miss Kelly’s fourth benefit came off on the 18th of April, 
when she personated Bertha, in “Der Freyschutz,” and the 
charming Prince Cherry. 

April 14th. Mr. Cooper was again brought forward as Vir- 
ginius; and on the 18th, Mrs. Barnes commenced an engage- 
ment as Imogine to his Bertram. 

Apnil 23d. “Caius Gracchus,” a play by Sheridan Knowles, . 
was first presented on this stage, cast as follows: 


CaiusGracchus . . . Mr. Cooprr. Marcus... . Mr. PLAoIpE. 
Licinias . . . . te LEE Cornelia... . Mrs. BARNRS. 

Vettius . . ... $ STANLBY. Licinia . . . . Miss JoHNson. 
Titus . . . ‘© 6 CLARES. 


Though generally well played, it failed to attain the popu- 
larity of most of its author's productions. 

April 27th. <A drama called “Self-Sacrifice” was first 
played, with the following distribution of parts: 


Count Valmore. . . Mr. Rroginas. Jean Jacques . . Mr. HIson. 
Marquis Leone . . . ‘* Woop#HvuLL Schultgs . . . . ‘* JERvts. 
Schwitzer . . . . ‘°* CLABKE. | a ee Miss JoHNSON. 
Crank Cuffin . . . ‘© WatTKINSON. Lissette . « « Mrs. Dz Luck 


Mr. Cooper took his benefit on the 25th, j in the characters 
of Charles Surface and Petruchio, and commenced another en- 
gagement on the 9th of May, as Damon. 

Mrs. Barnes announced her benefit on the 11th of May, 
when she appeared in the very dissimilar characters of Eu- 
phrasia, Lady Contest, and Miss Kelly’s favorite one of Cherry. 

Mr. George Barrett was next engaged, and made his bow in 
the character of Gossamer, on the 30th. 

June lst. The benefit of Mr. Barnes came off, when was 
played, for the first time in twenty years, Bickerstaff’s famous 
comedy of the “Hypocrite.” This play, though possessing 
great merit, is liable to the objections that have been urged 
against the “Serious Family,” and other dramas of the same 
class, wherein the unthinking are apt to overlook the true 
object and aim of the satirist—the dissembling professor and 
his deceitful pretensions—confounding them with pure reli- 
gion and its honest disciples, and including all as the sub- 
jects of general ridicule and condemnation. The “Hypo- 
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crite,” on this occasion, was played in a masterly manner, 
as the following names will indicate: 


Mawworm .. . . Mr. BARnegs. | Seyward . . . . Mr. LEs 

Dr. Cantwell. . . . ‘* Foor. Charlotte. . . . Mrs. Barwas. 
Sir J. Lambert . . . ‘‘ WoopDHuL. Lady Lambert . . ‘6 WHEATLEY. 
Col. Lambert . . . ‘“* STANnuzy. Young Lady L. . . Miss Jonson. 
Darnley .... .- ‘6 CLARKE. Betty .... - ‘* BRUNDAGE. 


The Mawworm of Mr. Barnes was as perfect in its way, and 
as popular at the time, as Mr. Burton’s Aminidab Sleek proved 
to be at a later period. 

Mr. G. Barrett’s benefit took place on the 8th, when he pre- 
sented the “ Wonder,” a “ Race for a Dinner,” and “Simpson 
& Co.” in which he appeared as Don Felix, Sponge, and 
Bromley, with the aid of Miss Kelly. 

June 13th. For Mr. Clarke’s benefit was presented a new 
tragedy, called “ Phelles, King of Tyre,” thus cast : 


Phelles .... . Mr. CLaRrxe. Barca. . .-. . Mr. WoopnRuLL 
Piram. . . .. -« ‘6 LEE. Balator ... . ‘ 8TaNLEY 
Amarbal. ... . ‘¢ Foor. Zelny .... . Miss JouNsOs. 


It was played for the third time, and benefit of the author, 
on the 28th, and never heard of more. 

Mr. Cowell appeared for the first time this season for Mr. 
Clarke, and sung several comic ditties. 

For Mr. Woodhull’s benefit, June 27th, Master and Miss 
Twibill first appeared on the Park Stage, and gave several of 
their most admired songs; and Mrs. Godey, formerly Miss 
Juliet Durang, executed a pas seul, Pome her first appearance 
this season. 

For the benefit of Mrs. De Luce, July 1st, Mr. Blake, from 
the Chatham Garden, delivered a Masonic Monologue, his 
first appearance at the Park Theatre. 

The season terminated on the 5th of July, with a benefit for 
the widow of the late Mr. Robbins, who, for thirty-three years, 
had been the scene-painter of the establishment. 

In May, Messrs. Price and Simpson’s traveling dramatic 
and equestrian company, under the direction of Mr. Cowell, 
re-opened the Broapway Circus, and continued performing 
there for many weeks. The dramatic roll included the names 
of Gale, Henry and William Isherwood, Jones, Moreland, Meer, 
Blakely, Mrs. Pelby, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Rowe, Mrs. cent 
and others. 
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In point of merit next to Cowell, Mrs. Rosalie Pelby, wife 
of the tragedian of that name, probably stood the highest. 
This lady, who was eminent for beauty, was born at Kinder- 
hook, March 17th, 1791, and first appeared on the Stage at 
Boston, as Mrs. Mortimer, in “ Laugh When You Can,” in the 
year 1813. We are not aware of the date when she joined the 
Circus company, but she soon became a great favorite with 
its audience. She played at the Lafayette Amphitheatre, 
1825-6 ; also at the Park, Bowery, and Old Chatham Theatres, 
at intervals, from that period until 1831. She afterward re- 
sided principally at Boston, where, under her husband’s man- 
agement, she became one of the principal attractions of the 
National Theatre. Her last appearance in New York was at 
the New Chatham Theatre, in the character of Alicia, June 
29th, 1841. After her husband’s death, she gave up the di- 
rection of the Boston establishment, and visited California 
with her daughter Julia, where she played for a period with 
considerable success. While on her voyage homeward, on 
board the steamer Northern Light, near San Juan del Sud, 
in June, 1855, she was seized with her last illness, and 
made her exit from the stage of life, in the 64th year of 
her age. 

Mr. George Gale was also a leading member of the com- 
pany, and afterward became famous as the original repre- 
sentative of Mazeppa, at the Bowery Theatre, in 1833. He 
was born near London in 1800, first appeared at the Coburg 
Theatre in 1818, and made his last appearance in New York 
at the Bowery, October, 1834. He afterward returned to Eu- 
rope, and was killed by a fall from a balloon, with which 
he was presumptuously making an ascension on horse- 
back, in 1851. 

Four of his daughters—Hannah, Cecelia, Ruth, and Adeona, 
all youthful and favorite dancers—met with a terrible death 
at Philadelphia, September, 1861, from the clothing of one 
taking fire in the dressing-room of the Continental Theatre. 
The flames not only communicated to the dresses of the sis- 
ters, but of several other companions, and, in the course of a 
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few days, nine unfortunate girls perished from the effects of 
their burns. 

Henry and William Isherwood were New Yorkers by birth, 
the sons of Mrs. Fenno Knight, once a well-known confec- 
tioner. Her first husband, Isherwood, was one of the earliest 
practitioners of the art in New York, having a shop in Wil- 
liam Street, before the close of the last century. Henry is 
the present admirable scene-painter at Wallack’s, having long 
since abandoned the actor’s profession for that in which he 
has achieved a much higher repute than he was ever likely to 
attain upon the boards. 

William Isherwood continued on the stage until his death, 
which occurred on the 17th of August, 1841. He was never 
eminent as an actor, although attached for several seasons to 
the Park company, in 1836-7, &c. He married Miss Fanny 
Clarke, eldest daughter of John H. Clarke, of the Park, whom 
he left a widow at an early age. 

Mrs. Rowe was a native of New Jersey, but little known in 
New York. 

Mrs. Julia Jones, a native of New York, and wife of Wil- 
liam Jones, comedian, became an excellent actress of old 
women, highly esteemed at Philadelphia. She played at 
various theatres in this city, and finally died at Phila- 
delphia, Oct. 15th, 1847, aged 51. 

Mr. Meer was a low comedian, and is last remembered in 
New York, at the Richmond Hill, in 1834. 

Thomas H. Blakely had been employed as a lad with the 
Park company, as early as 1822. For several years he gave 
no indications of ability, but about 1829, when again at 
tached to the Park, his enactments of old men began to at 
tract attention. In the second grade of that line of business 
—a class of plain, blunt, sensible, every-day old men, not too 
sentimentally serious nor too broadly humorous—such as 
Sulky, in the “Road to Ruin ;” Porcelain, in “Family Jars ;” 
Humphrey Dobbin, in “Poor Gentleman ;” Rowley, in the 
“School for Scandal,” &c., he surpassed all whom we have 
seen attempt it; and we pronounce him the best actor i 
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that peculiar line ever known on the New York Stage. Mr. 
Blakely was also very happy in a comic song, and was one of 
the first successful singers of negro extravaganzas. He Te- 
tired from the profession about 1840, and has since kept a 
public-house on the outskirts of the city. He has occasion- 
ally re-appeared for a benefit, and is still living. 

The summer entertainments at Cuarnam Garpen having 
proved for two seasons eminently successful, Mr. Barriere, the 
proprietor, determined on the erection of a permanent theatre 
there, which, being completed, and fitted up with great neat- 
ness, taste and convenience, was first opened to the public on 
the evening of May 17th, 1824. 

The company engaged here had never been surpassed in 
merit in a New York theatre, and consisted of Messrs. Kilner, 
(stage-manager) Henry Wallack, George Barrett, Spiller, Alex. 
Simpson, Thos. Burke, W. Robertson, Moreland, Stone, Somer- 
ville, Allen, Anderson, Williamson, J. Jefferson, Jr., C. Durang, 
Collins, Olliff, &c., with Mesdames Entwistle, Henry, Waring, 
Burke, Walstein, (formerly Baldwin) C. Durang, H. Wal- 
lack, Kilner, Allen and Spiller, Miss P. M. Clarke, Miss 
Olliff, &c. 

The opening address was spoken by Mrs. Entwistle, whose 
peculiar merit in such affairs was universally acknowledged. 
Next followed Cherry’s comedy of the “Soldier's Daughter,” 
with the following admirable cast: 


Gov. Heartall . .. Mr. KILNER. Simon ..... Mr. Somervitysg. 
Frank Heartall . .. G. BaRgRert. | Widow Cheerly . . Mrs. ENTWISTLBE. 
Malfort, Sr. . . . . ‘* ALLEN. Mra. Malfort . . . ‘* DURANG. 
Malfort, Jrw . . . . ‘* MORELAND. Julia . 2. . Miss OLLIPFP. 
Woodley a ae ee ** J. JEFFERSON. | Mrs. Fidget . - Mrs. WALSTRIN. 
Ferrett . . .. . ‘6 STONE. Susan... . . ‘“* ALLEN. 

Tim. Quaint... ** A. Simpson, | 


The entertainments concluded with the farce of “ Raising 
the Wind.” 


Jeremy Diddler . . Mr. G. Barrett. i, SSR. 926 ee os Mr. A. SIMpson. 
Plainway .. . . ‘* STONE. Miss Durable. . . Mrs. WALSTEIN. 
Fainwould . . . . ‘* J.JBFFPERSON. | Peggy. -.. .- ‘* DurRana. 


Most of the above artists were already favorably known to 
the public. Mr.G. Barrett had made an agreeable impression 
on the Park boards, and now re-appeared, greatly improved in 
ease and elegance of manner, which, combined with his great 
spirit and vivacity and clear conception of his author, soon 
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caused him to be recognized as the best light comedian of 
the day. 

Fifteen years had not in the least marred the merit of Mrs. 
Entwistle, (the once fascinating Mrs. Mason, of the Park) and 
though they may not have added graces to her person, had 
given wu superior refinement and polish to her performance of 
high comedy. 

Mr. Somerville was a new-comer, who proved to be a very 
useful general actor, and at one time attracted considerable 
attention in Scottish characters. 

Mr. Joseph Jefferson, Jr., son of the eminent comedian, was 
also new to our stage, and gave promise of an excellence that 
he never attained. He assumed various lines of comedy at 
different times, and though admirably costumed and skillfully 
made up, appearing at times the living portrait of his father, 
tailed to rise above mediocrity in his performances. In July, 
1826, he married Mrs. Burke, the vocalist, by whom he had 
several children, one of whom, Joseph Jefferson the third, is 
classed among the most favorite comedians of the present day. 
A daughter, Miss Cornelia Jefferson, has also played with suc- 
cess. Mr. Jefferson was connected with the Franklin Theatre 
and Niblo’s Garden in 1835-6-7, &c., and died at Mobile, of 
yellow fever, Nov. 24th, 1842. 

May 18th. Mrs. Anne Jane Henry made a triumphant 
début here as Letitia Hardy. This beautiful and accomplished 
woman was born in Philadelphia in 1801. Her real name was 
Henry by birthright, but her mother marrying Mr. Stockwell, 
once the child actor at John Street and the Park, she was, by 
the latter name, in 1813, first introduced to the Stage as a 
dancer, at the Federal Street Theatre, Boston. On the death 
of Mrs. Stockwell, our orphan heroine found a home and pro- 
tection with Mrs. Barnes, a favorite actress of old women at 
Boston, noted for her kindness and benevolence. On the 22d 
of March, 1817, she married W. C. Drummond, the actor and 
dancer, by whom she had two daughters. From him she pro- 
cured a divorce, on the ground of ill-treatment, and resumed 

her maiden name of Henry, by which she made her first ap- 
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pearance in New York. Her extraordinary charms of mind 
and person attracted universal admiration here, and she finally 
made a happy man of George Barrett, by giving him her hand 
in marriage, on the 24th of June, 1825. For several years no- 
thing could exceed the felicity of this union. Personally and 
professionally popular, Mr. and Mrs. George Barrett were re- 
ceived with enthusiasm wherever they appeared, and in the 
lines of gay, graceful and refined comedy, and the gentler 
grades of tragedy, the lady has been seldom equaled. But 
at length this happy and brilliant union was disturbed; this 
fascinating being, whom Fanny Kemble pronounced “a fault- 
less piece of mortality in outward loveliness,” had, by some 
unhappy weakness, acquired an insane craving for stimulants, 
which she swallowed without judgment or reflection, and 
through their influence was reduced, at times, to the lowest 
stage of degradation, and placed in such positions that even 
her honor was called in question; so that, in 1840, Mr. Barrett 
procured a divorce from her on the ground of infidelity. 
Subsequent events, it has been said, proved her guiltless of 
the charge, but the separation was final. Mrs. Barrett had 
many warm and distinguished friends, who bestowed the 
greatest kindness upon her after this unhappy epoch of her 
life, and their unremitting efforts soothed in a degree the 
bitter mortification and chagrin attendant upon it. Through 
their influence, she was restored to the stage and to society ; 
and in Boston, where she afterward principally played, she 
renewed the triumphs of her earlier years, and commanded 
the admiration of all by her miraculously preserved beauty, 
which, even at the age of fifty, seemed as fresh and charming 
as in her girlhood. Mrs. Barrett’s last appearance in New 
York was at the Broadway Theatre in January, 1850, but 
she was then laboring under indisposition which materially 
marred the effect of her personations. Her last appearance 
on the stage was at the Howard Atheneum, Boston, Decem- 
ber 14th, 1853, in the character of Cora. Her health had 
been failing for several weeks, and she was unable to take 
her benefit announced for the next evening. Sinking rapidly 
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away, she expired on the 22d of that month, aged 52 years. 
Her remains repose in the cemetery of Mount Auburn. Her 
daughter by Mr. Barrett is the beautiful Mrs. Philip Warren, 
formerly of the Broadway Theatre. 

May 19th. Mrs. Waring, formerly Miss Caroline Placide, 
now a young and blooming widow, made her first appearance 
in ten years as Miss Dorillon and Marian Ramsay, rivaling 
Mrs. Henry in beauty, merit and success. 

May 24th. Mrs. Burke made her first appearance as Mar- 
garetta, still charming the audience with her fine vocalism. 
The same evening, Miss P. M. Clarke made her début here as 
Clara, in “Matrimony,” and gave promise of future excel- 
lence. 

May 25th. The comedy of “Town and Country” was per- 
formed, in which Mrs. Henry Wallack made her first appear- 
ance in New York as an actress, with marked success. She 
had previously appeared here only as a dancer. 

Mr. H. Wallack also appeared, for the first time this season, 
as Reuben Glenroy, and Mr. Burke as Hawbuck. 

e June 9th. The versatile Spiller made his first bow here, 
as Doctor Pangloss and Risk. . 

Keene, the vocalist, commenced an engagement on the 14th 
as Henry Bertram, and continued to enjoy a large share of 
public favor. 

George G. Stevenson took his place in the ranks on the 
24th, as Baron Longueville, in the “ Foundling of the Forest.” 

Mrs. Drake, formerly Miss Denny of the Park, made her 
first appearance in New York, after three years’ absence, on 
the 25th, as Imogine, following it with a variety of popular 
characters. 

Monday, July 5th, was celebrated as the anniversary of our 
Independence, with the performance of the “Point of Honor” 
and the farce of the “Purse,” in which Miss Russell (now 
Mrs. Geo. P. Farren) made her first appearance on the stage, 
as the Page. She evinced, even at that early period of her 
life, considerable talent, which was cultivated with so much 
success, that, a few years later, she was engaged at the Park, 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 447 


where she made her debut with much applause, on the 11th 
of September, 1828, as Young Norval and Little Pickle. After 
occasional performances in New York until 1832, she went to 
New Orleans with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Russell, 
and on reaching womanhood, became one of the principal 
attractions of the Southern and Western theatres, where she 
ranked with the first artists of the day. After an absence of 
sixteen years, Mrs. Farren commenced an engagement at the 
Broadway Theatre, as Mrs. Beverly, January 17th, 1848, a 
most unfavorable season for the appearance of a stranger, as 
she had then become. She has since played at Niblo’s Gar- 
den and Wallack’s Theatre, and is fully capable of sustaining 
the leading heavy business in a first-class theatre. 

On the 8th, Mr. Pemberton made his first appearance in 
New York, as Bertram, supported by Mrs. Drake as Imogine. 
This gentleman went through with a variety of characters, 
both serious and comic, but failed to render himself popular 
or attractive, and never after appeared in New York. 

On the 12th, Mr. William R. Blake made his entrée on the 
New York Stage as Frederick, in the “Poor Gentleman,” and 
the Three Singles, in “Three and the Deuce.” At this time, 
Mr. Blake, a native of Nova Scotia, was a good-looking young 
man, displaying great ease and vivacity of manner, and a 
handsome, well-turned figure, that gave little indication of 
the immense rotundity which, independent of other causes, 
ultimately placed him among the greatest of modern come- 
dians. But Mr. Blake’s merit was not confined to his personal 
appearance; he possessed abilities for the representation of 
light comedy and juvenile tragedy that entitled him to rank 
with the best performers in those lines; and he continued 
playing them with success, until his increasing corpulence 
warned him that his appearance was illy suited to the dash- 
ing coxcomb, silly fop, or sighing lover; and giving his atten- 
tion to the peculiarities of age, he succeeded in achieving a 
repute as the representative of old men, both serious and comic, 
second to none known to the American Stage. In certain 
characters he surpassed all who had attempted them. His 


448 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Jesse Rural, Geoffrey Dale, Hardcastle, Old Dornton, Admiral 
Kingston, Sir Peter Teazle, Sir Willoughby Worrett, Sir Anthony 
Absolute, Governor Heariall, &c., were examples of perfection. 
Mr. Blake married Mrs. Waring, August 26th, 1826. He ex- 
perienced the usual vicissitudes of an actor’s lot—at one time 
enjoying the greatest popularity, and at another visited with 
undeserved neglect. He was at different periods connected 
with the management of several theatrical establishments: 
of the Tremont at Boston, 1827—of Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, 1829—and, in conjunction with Mr. Willard, first opened 
the Olympic Theatre, in New York, 1837. After traveling as 
a star in England and America, he took up his residence in 
Philadelphia, as stage-manager of the Walnut Street Theatre, 
under Mr. Marshall, where his skill and judgment placed that 
establishment in a highly favorable position. In 1848, he 
was transferred to the same situation at the Broadway Thea- 
tre in this city. He was afterward in the stock companies of 
Burton’s, Wallack’s and Laura Keene’s establishments, enjoy- 
ing as an artist the very highest consideration, and receiving, 
as we have heard, the heaviest salary of any actor on the 
stock list. While on a professional visit to Boston, with 
Laura Keene’s company, a severe attack of bilious colic ter- 
minated his existence on the 22d of April, 1863, at the age 
of 58 years. His remains were brought to New York, and his 
funeral services held in the Episcopal Church of St. John the 
Evangelist, on the 26th of that month. In the line of “old 
men,” we doubt if he has ever been excelled on the New 
York boards. | 

On the 16th, for Mr. W. Robertson’s benefit, Mr. Alexander 
‘Drake first appeared in New York as Lingo. He played but 
seldom in this city. At the West, he for several years ranked 
among its very best comedians, and shared with his accom- 
plished wife the highest favor. He had first appeared on the 
stage, when a boy, at Boston, January 8d, 1811, as the Prince 
of Wales, in “Richard IIT.” He died, we think, about the year 
1830. 

On the 20th, Richard Ferdinand Durang, from the Phila- 
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delphia Theatre, first appeared in New York, as Abellino, Syl- 
vester Dag gerwood, and Tristam Fickle. Without possessing 
extraordinary merit, he was a useful performer in almost 
every line—a good swordsman and dancer—excelling princi- 
pally in melo-dramatic and French characters. He was born 
at Hartford, A. D. 1796, married Miss Susan Plane, of New 
York, and died in this city of consumption in 1831. 

The veteran comedian of Philadelphia, the ever favorite 
Jefferson, commenced his last engagement in New York on 
the 22d, as Solus and Fizture, followed by a succession of his 
inimitable comic delineations. 

On the 23d, the.“ Apostate” was performed, with Mrs. 
Drake as Florinda, H. Wallack as Pescara, Pemberton as 
Hemeya, and Mr. Hughes as Malec, his first appearance on the 
New York boards. This gentleman was a valuable serious 
actor. He had appeared at Boston as early as 1813, and was 
also well known to the Philadelphia Stage. He died, we think, 
in 1825. 

Mrs. Drake’s benefit occurred on the 27th, when she per- 
sonated Juliet, and her husband appeared as Doctor Rosy, in 
the farce of “Saint Patrick’s Day.” 

On the 28th, Mr. Pemberton took his benefit in the character 
of Virginius, Mr. Blake appearing for the second time as 
Icilius, and the beautiful Miss Tilden making her metro- 
politan début as Virginia. This very interesting young lady 
had made a successful appearance in the same character at 
Philadelphia in the spring of 1822. She afterward became 
Mrs. Bernard, and was at the Bowery Theatre in 1827. 

Mr. Jefferson terminated his engagement and took his 
benefit on the 5th of August, when he played Sir Benjamin 
Dove, in Cumberland’s comedy of the “ Brothers,” and Sancho 
in the farce of “ Lovers’ Quarrels”—being his final appearance 
in New York. 

On the 9th, Mr. Finn made his first appearance in several 
years as Hamlet. 

On the 10th, Shakspeare’s comedy of “ Twelfth Night” was 
played for the first time in twenty years, with a cast which, 
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as a whole, has never been surpassed on the New York 


Stage: 
Orsino .... . Mr. Hucuss. Valentine. . . . Mr. Durana. 
Aguecheek . . . . ‘“f FINN. Antonio .. . . ‘“ SOMERVILLE. 
Sir Toby Belch . . . ‘* KILNER. Sebastien . . . . Mrs. H. WaLuack. 
Malvolio .... . “6H. WaLLack. Viola. .... ‘© 6HENRY. 

lown. . ... - sé SPILLER. Olivia. .... ‘© 6EXTWISTLE. 
Fabian... . . ‘« MoRgELAND. Maria. . .. .- ‘“ Dorane. 


Mr. Finn continued playing, both in tragedy and comedy, 
until the 26th, when he took his benefit in the characters of 
Bob Logic,in “Tom and Jerry,” and Joey, in “Modern An- 
tiques.” After this engagement, his own judgment decided 
that comedy was his forte, and he seldom again appeared in a 
serious part. 

On the 12th, Mr. and Mrs. Duff had commenced an engage- 
ment and met with a most brilliant reception—the lady ap- 
pearing as Belvidera, the gentleman as Jaffier and the Three 
Singles. Mrs. Duff also enacted Mrs. Haller, Mrs. Beverly, 
Madame Clermont, Jane Shore, and, for their joint benefit on the 
24th, Juliet, supported by Mr. Duff as Romeo, who also person- 
ated Petruchio in the afterpiece, with Mrs. Waring as Catharine. 

The superiority of Mrs. Duff’s performancés was again ac- 
knowledged, and general regret expressed at the brevity of 
her engagement. 

On the 25th, Mrs. Hughes (who as Mrs. Young had ap- 
peared at the Park in 1812) made her first appearance since 
that period as the Widow Cheerly. She also personated Lady 
Teazle, Miss Hardcastle, and Madame Clermont. This lady 
possessed a fine personal appearance in her earlier years, and 
was endowed with great natural abilities, which had been im- 
proved by diligent cultivation. In tragedy she was very 
generally admired, and appeared therein to far greater ad- 

“vantage than in comedy, where she lacked ease and vivacity, 
and in her efforts to render a point telling frequently fell into 
a very stiff and artificial style. For several years she was 
constantly before the public at Burton’s, in the line of old 
women, and in two characters played by her at that establish- 
ment—Mrs. Skewton, in “Dombey and Son,” and Lady Sowerby 
Creamly, in the “Serious Family”—has been unsurpassed by 
any who have attempted them. 
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Mrs. Darley, the old Park favorite, after an absence of six 
years, re-appeared on the 81st of August, as Helen Worrett, 
her face and figure giving little indication of the lapse of time. 
During her engagement, she personated Charlotte Rusport, 
Marian Ramsay, Ophelia, Lady Elizabeth Freelove, Miss Do- 
rillon ; and for her benefit, on the 25th of September, Albina 
Mandeville, and Virginia, in the operetta of “Paul and Vir- 
ginia,” with the aid of Mrs. Burke as Paul. This was the last 
appearance in New York of this excellent and accomplished 
actress. 

On the 6th, Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Fisher and daughters 
were added to the company. Mr. Fisher, whom we have be- 
fore noticed as a member of the Commonwealth Theatre in 
1812, appeared as Sir William Dorillon, and his wife as Lady 
Mary Raffle, in the comedy of “ Wives as They Were.” Mrs. 
Fisher, though a native of England, made her first appearance 
on the stage at Lexington, Ky., in 1820, and afterward played 
with her husband in various Western cities. After his death, 
she again entered the matrimonial estate with Mr. E. J. 
Thayer, and, as Mrs. Thayer, acquired a reputation as an act- 
ress of chambermaids and comic old women scarcely equaled 
in the country. For the last five and thirty years she has 
played principally in Philadelphia. We last remember her 
in New York, at the Winter Garden, in the summer of 1861. 
In the afterpiece of the “Hunter of the Alps,” in which Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher appeared as Rosalvi and Helena, their little 
girls, Oceana and Alexina, first appeared in New York as 
Julio and Florio. Although both very young, they had al- 
ready trod the boards of the Western theatres, and gave indi- 
cations of ability which, in the case of Alexina, (like that of 
her kinswoman, the marvelous Clara Fisher) was most pre- 
cociously developed into real excellence. 

In June, 1831, at the age of ten, Miss Alexina Fisher made 
a very successful début at the Park Theatre, and for seyeral 
years enjoyed great celebrity throughout the Union as a ju- 
venile star. Unlike most prodigies, her talents continued to 
be developed with her years, and as a general leading actress, 
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we do not now know her superior. Since the age of fifteen, 
she has occupied a very prominent position on the Phila- 
delphia Stage, where she long divided the applauses of the 
audience with her mother. In May, 1851, she married Mr. 
Baker, of Philadelphia, and soon after visited California, 
where she largely increased her fame and fortune. In 1850, 
she played several weeks at the Broadway Theatre with great 
success, and in 1855 fulfilled an engagement at Burton’s, 
where her efforts were horribly cramped in the trashy drama, 
entitled “Janet Pride.” 

She last appeared in New York in the fall of 1862, sup- 
porting Edwin Booth at the Winter Garden, in the characters 
of Ophelia, Desdemona and Emelia, each of which she repeated 
several times, and exchanging the two latter on different 
evenings with Mrs. F. B. Conway. Mrs. Baker is still in the 
prime of womanhood, and apparently with suflicient health 
and spirits to render her an ornament to the profession for 
thirty years longer. Her sister, after playing as a child, dis- 
appeared from the boards, and of her we have no further 
knowledge. 

Sept. 11th. The Nation’s Guest, ashe was called—the ven- 
erable and patriotic Lafayette—visited the establishment to 
witness the opera of the “ Devil’s Bridge,” supported princi- 
pally by Keene and Mrs. Burke. Several patriotic songs were 
given on the occasion, in which Mr. Williamson, of whom we 
have not heretofore spoken, gave great satisfaction. Though 

. inferior to Keene, he was nevertheless a favorite vocalist, and 
was at one time well known here. 

On the 20th, Mr. Francis Courtney Wemyss, from Phila 
delphia, made his first appearance in New York, as Marplo, 
in the “Busy Body,” with entire success. This gentleman’s 
history is well known, as he has recorded his parentage, birth, 
education, and incidents of his long professional career in 4 
work published a few years since, entitled “ Twenty-six Years 
of the Life of an Actor and Manager.” Descended from 4 
highly respectable family, his father being an officer in the 
British navy, and his mother formerly a Miss Courtney, of 
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Boston, Mass., he was born in London, May 18th, 1797. Pos- 
sessing a roving, volatile disposition, and spurning the con- 
trol of friends, after engaging in mercantile pursuits for 
a while, he determined on trying his fortune with the players, 
and made his first appearance on the Stage at Montrose, Scot- 
land, in 1814, as Young Norval. 

Through many vicissitudes, he finally worked his way to 
the Adelphi, London, where, in 1820, he first appeared as 
Sponge. In America, he first played at the Chestnut Street 
Theatre, Philadelphia, as Vapid, December 11th, 1822, and 
was soon recognized there as a very admirable light come- 
dian. He was long connected with the management of the 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Pittsburgh Theatres; was at one 
time engaged in the lottery business, and at another pro- 
jected the publication of a very beautiful edition of plays, of 
which several numbers appeared, embellished with elegant 
steel portraits of the most eminent performers of the day. 

For the last thirteen years of his life he was a resident of 
New York, and principally in service of either the Bowery or 
National Theatre as stage-manager or treasurer. He fell off 
greatly as an actor in his later years, and in the line of sec- 
ondary old men, to which he finally descended, his standing 
scarcely reached mediocrity. As man, he appears to have 
been governed by the strictest honor and integrity, and his 
services, a8 Secretary of the American Dramatic Fund Asso- 
ciation, were of great importance to that institution, and were 
duly appreciated by his professional brethren. From an en- 
graved portrait of Mr. Wemyss, we infer that he was once a 
remarkably handsome man, and we know that at one time his 
reputation as a genteel and light comedian was scarcely sur- 
passed by any artist in the country. He died in New York 
suddenly, of apoplexy of the heart, January 5th, 1859, in the 
62d year of his age. 

Sept. 23d. Mr. Blake commenced his first regular engage- 
ment in this city as Harry Thunder, in “ Wild Oats.” 

Mr. Roberts, who had been lately added to the company, 
also appeared as Sir George Thunder, and was soon ac- 
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knowledged to be one of the principal attractions of the 
place. 

Oct. 4th. Sheridan’s play of “ Pizarro” was first acted here, 
and was got up with such excellence in scenery, costume, and 
performance, that it met with brilliant success. It was thus 


cast : 

Rolla... .« « . Mr. H. WALLAOK. Las Casas. . . Mr. Frianer. 
Pizarro ..... ‘6 6HUGHES. Sentinel . . . . ‘* A. Stmpsow. 
Alonzo ..... ‘6 BLAKE. High Priest . . . ‘* Morguamp. 
Ataliba . ... . ‘6 6STEVENBON. Cora ..... Mrs. Hvegsgs. 
Orozembo .. . ‘s ~ RoBests. Elvira. .... ‘6 6 ENTWISTLE. 


Oct. 11th. Mr. Pelby commenced an engagement as Rolla, 
but proved a poor substitute for Mr. Wallack. 

Oct. 14th. Mr. Thayer appeared here, for the first time, as 
Young Rapid and Wildlove. 

Oct. 18th. Poole’s comedy of “Married and Single” was 
played for the first time in New York, Roberts making a 
great hit as Beau Shatterly. The other characters were: 
Scamper'+ . . 2. AcSturson. | MrecShatterly | Warersine 
Melford .... . ‘¢ 6 BLAER. Fanny. .... ‘¢ 6 STEVENSON. 

Oct. 25th. Mr. F. Brown, formerly of Boston, and the Park 
Theatre, appeared here as Richard III. 

Nov. 4th. Mr. John A. Stone took his benefit, when his 
own play, entitled “ Restoration, or the Diamond Cross,” was 
first acted, with the following cast: 


Leon . . . . | - Mr. THAYER. _ Garcia. . . . Mr. RosbeEgts. 
Laroque .... . ‘« Hugues. | Dorinda . . . . Mrs. Huauss. 
Diego. . « «. .. ‘¢ STONER. _ Hypolita “ Sroxx. 

LOPO 3: sw Se s¢ A. Simpson. ya (Her first appearance.) 


Nov. 9th. Mr. Walstein, who had played a few abies at 
the Warren Street Theatre, was brought out as Farmer Ash- 
field. He was never a favorite in New York. 

Nov. 10th. Mr. Clason, who had played at the Park, al 
here as Hamlet. He afterward acted Romeo, Beverly, Rolla, 
and Str Charles Rackett. 

Nov. 11th. Mr. Edgar made his first appearance on the 
stage, as Richard II. On the 26th, he attempted Glenalvon, 
in “ Douglas,” for his benefit. 

On the 22d, Mr. Twibill, with two interesting children, a 
son and daughter, made their first appearance in New York, 
in a musical Olio, with considerable success. 
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Master Joseph Twibill afterward turned his attention to 
the painter’s art, in which he was achieving high repute at 
the time of his death, which occurred in early manhood. | 

Miss Matilda Twibill made her début in the regular drama at 
this establishment two years later, Nov. 29th, 1826, as Rosalie 
Somers, with perfect success. Persdnally, one of the loveliest 
women known to the Stage, her acting, bating a trifle of af- 
fectation in her manner, was highly meritorious, and at the 
Chatham, Bowery, Old and New National Theatres, she ranked 
as a favorite of the first order. She married the eccentric 
Tom Flynn, comedian, March 30th, 1828, and as Mrs. Flynn 
will be remembered by many readers as the idol of their 
earlier years. She never played an engagement at the Park, 
and to attain a metropolitan reputation beyond its walls was, 
in her day, a circumstance to be wondered at. Notwithstand- 

ing her triumphs, she experienced frequent and rapid vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, and finally died in this city, October 28th, 
1851, at the age of 37. 

Mr. H. A. Williams, formerly of the Park, made his first ap- 
pearance here on the 24th, as Gossamer. 

On the 29th, an opera by Micah Hawkins, of New York, 
called the “Sawmill,” was produced, and subsequently re- 
peated two or three times, with the following cast: 


Baron Scharfenduyvel. Mr. Mognrtson. Jacob ..... Mr. Roperrs. 
Count Phiegm . . . ‘‘ SPILLER Louisa. . .. . Mrs. Warina. 

OOM co. koe we ‘6 6 BLAKB. Elpa ....-. ‘6 ALLEN. 
Herman ..... ‘6 PErRiz. Norchee ‘¢ WALSTEIN 
Steduff¥ ..... ‘6 A. Simpson. ' 


In December, a comedy, called “A Race for a Wife,” was 
produced, with the following cast: 


Doneson . . .. . Mr. Roszets. James ..... Mr. SPILuer. 
Col.Gayton . . . . “ THargR. Spinks. ... . «A. Simpson 
- Capt. Seymour . . ‘* Stevenson. | Mary .... . Mrs. Fis 


Dec. 17. A musical piece, called “Woman’s Will a Riddle,” 
was brought out by Mr. Spiller, for his benefit, with Mr. Keene 
as Cesario, Mrs. Walstein as the Duchess of Mantua, and Mrs. 
Waring as the Princess Clementine. 

A long run of benefits followed, and various plays were pro- 
duced for the first time in. this establishment, among which 
were “ Fazio,” with Mr. and Mrs. Hughes in the principal 
parts; a new version of “ Kenilworth,” with Mrs. Entwistle as 
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Queen Elizabeth, and Mrs. Waring as Amy Robsart ; “Mel- 
moth the Wanderer,” with Blake as Melmoth, Hughes as Wal- 
berg, and Mrs. Entwistle as Ira; “Old Hickory,” for the pa- 
triotic Andrew Allen’s benefit, with Hughes as the hero; 
Knowles’ tragedy of “Caius Gracchus,” for Mrs. Walstein’s 
benefit, when her husband made himself ridiculous as Caius, 
contrasting strongly with the excellence of Blake as Licinius, 
Mrs. Walstein as Cornelia, and Mrs. Hughes as Licinia. 

Feb. 19th, 1825. Mr. Anderson, formerly of the Park, made 
a great hit as Paddy O'Rafferty, in Moultru’s “False and 
True.” This piece was the original of Power's farce, “ Born to 
Good Luck,” and was now played with Roberts as Count 
Benino, Durang as Caliari, Thayer as Lealio, Mrs. Walstein as 
the Marchesa, and Mrs. Fisher as Janitta. 

Lillo’s tragedy of “ Fatal Curiosity” was produced for Mra. 
Fisher’s benefit on the 24th, with Robertson and Thayer as 
Old and Young Wilmot, Mrs. Entwistle as Agnes, Mrs. Hughes 
as Charlotte, and Mrs. Fisher as Maria. The afterpiece on 
this occasion was the “ Children in the Wood,” with the little 
Misses Fisher as the leaf-covered unfortunates. 

Mr. Hughes’ benefit occurred on the 25th, but he was too 
ill to play, and had already made his last appearance on the 
stage. Rodwell’s favorite farce of the “ Young Widow” was 
capitally rendered for the first time that evening, with Blake 
as Mandeville; Thayer, Splash; Mrs. Waring, Aurelia; and 
Mrs. Fisher, Lucy. 

The season terminated on the 28th, with a benefit for the 
widow of a Masonic brother, the entertainments consisting 
of “John Bull,” a Masonic Ode, spoken by Mrs. Entwistle, 
and the ‘‘ Young Widow.” 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


Park Theatre, 1825-6. 


HE Park Theatre was re-opened on the 29th of 

August, 1825. The performances consisted of the 

comedy of the “Hypocrite” and the melo-drama of 
“Therese.” In the former, the cast was the same as during the 
previous season, with the exception of Charlotte, who was 
personated by an old favorite with a new name—Mrzs. Hilson, 
late Miss Johnson; and Young Lady Lambert, in which Miss 
K. Placide was substituted. 

On the 30th, Mr. Hilson rendered Shylock very powerfully, 
in the “Merchant of Venice,” and Mrs. Battersby appeared, 
after an absence of two years, a8 Portia. The same evening 
Miss Deblin, a pupil of E. H. Conway, appeared for the first 
time in 8 pas seul. 

Mr. Conway, the tragedian, commenced an engagement as 
the Stranger on the 31st, and Miss Kelly opened, on the 2d 
of September, as Floretta and Cherry. 

Mr. Keene, the vocalist, appeared on the 6th, as Wilhelm, 
in “Der Freyschutz,” supported by Miss Kelly as Bertha. 

Mr. Conway took his benefit as Virginius, on the 14th of 
September. 

On that evening, Miss Julia Wheatley, aged six years, is 
first remembered as dancing a pas seul. For several seasons, 
this interesting child, the eldest daughter of the excellent 
Mrs. Wheatley, was attached to the Park company, as a ju- 
venile actress. As she progressed in years, she was found to 
possess a rich and powerful voice, which was most assiduously 
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and carefully cultivated. On the 6th of May, 1883, at the 
age of fourteen, she made her musical début at the Park, in 
the character of Semira, in “ Artaxerxes,” with very encour- 
aging success. During the season of 1885-6, Miss Wheatley 
was engaged as the contra-alto of the Italian company then 
performing at the Opera House in Church Street, where she 
sustained, with brilliant success, the characters of Amalthea, 
(“Moise in Egitto”) Arsace, (“Semiramide”) Eduardo, (“Ma- 
thilde di Shabran”) Eduardo, (“ Eduardo and Christine”) and 
Neocle, (“ L’ Assedio di Corinto”). Had she continued in the pro- 
fession, an increased experience would, no doubt, have acquired 
for her high distinction. Miss Wheatley was married to Mr. 
E. H. Miller, on the 1st of June, 1840. In the retirement of 
private life which ensued, surrounded with all the elegancies 
that taste can suggest and wealth procure, her fireside enlli- 
vened by many smiling, youthful faces, and graced by the 
presence of her venerated mother, Mrs. Miller is justly re- 
garded as one of its brightest ornaments, while her unobtru- 
sive benevolence has won for her the deepest gratitude and 
admiration of the lowly and unfortunate. 

On the 16th, Mr. Cooper commenced an engagement as 
Coriolanus, but the craving for novelty caused him to be in 8 
measure neglected. 

Mrs. Barnes appeared for the first time this season on the 
20th, as Charlotte, in the “Hypocrite,” and in her powerful 
recitation of Collins’ Ode on the Passions. Her talents were 
afterward combined with Mr. Cooper’s during the balance of 
his engagement, and proved a valuable support. 

Knowles’ play of “ William Tell” was first performed in New 
York on the 26th; and, from the fine acting of Cooper, Hil- 
son and Mrs. Barnes, proved for a while very attractive. The 
piece in itself is dull and heavy, but the interest of the fable 
and the well-drawn character of the hero always insure its 
success in good hands. We subjoin its original cast: 


William Tell . . . . Mr. Coopgsr. Braun... . . Mr. Pracrps. 
Gesler. . ...- se WoopHULL. Waldemar. .. -: ‘** JERVIS. 
Michael . . .. . ‘6 HILSON. Albert... .. Mrs. Banrwezs. 
Struth. . .... sé BARNES. Emma.... . ‘© 6 BATTERSBY. 
Jagheli . . .. . ‘6 STANLEY. Agnes. ... . ‘¢ Hixson. 


Melctal . ..., «Foor. Annelli . . . . ‘S Ds Luen. 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 459 


Mr. Cooper terminated his engagement with a benefit on 
the 29th, appearing in the last-named play. 

Oct. lst. A Mr. Hazleton made his first appearance on the 
stage as Sir Edward Mortimer. 

Oct. 8d. The romantic Indian spectacle, the “Vision of 
the Sun,” was brought out with great success in the follow- 


ing manner 

Hoanis Copac Mr. F Ebongould . . . Mr. WHEATLEY. 

Oratsuma ‘ BANcKeEr. Koyan - »« ». « Miss Kexry. 
acmar ..... ‘6 6LLEE Princess Runac . . Mrs. HILson. 

Oultan <4 Simpson. Cassana ... =. ‘f WHEATLEY. 

Tycobrac. . . . . ‘6 JERVIS. Ocella. .... Miss E. PLacipx. 

King of Silence . . *S Woopu ut. Geniof Harp. . . ‘* Baunpaex. 


After slumbering a quarter of a century, this piece was re- 
vived at the Broadway in 1851, with renewed success. 

On the 17th, a farce, called “"I'would Puzzle a Conjuror,” 
was played, with the following cast: 


Csear Peter ... . Mr. Lex. Hans Lubberlick . Mr. Barnes. 
Varenslof . . . . ‘* WoopsvuLL. Peter Stanwitz . . ‘* HIson. 
VanClump ... . ‘* Foor. Von Block . . . ‘* JERVIS. 
De Morville . . . . ‘** Sranuzy. Bertha. . .. .» Mrs. Hitson 


It has since frequently been played as the “Two Peters,” 
the “Dutch Burgomaster,” the “Old Dutch Governor,” &c., 
with the name of Hans Lubberlick converted into the more 
euphonious cognomen of Von Dunder. 

On the 24th, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Conway commenced a 
joint engagement as Pierre and Jaffier, supported by Mrs. 
Barnes as Belvidera. Their united attractions insured a bril- 
liant attendance. Miss Kelly gave them her aid for one night 
as Lady Teazle. 

Nov. Ist. Mr. Thomas S. Hamblin made his first appear- 
ance in America, as Hamlet. 

This gentleman, though vastly overrated as an actor, even 
in his best days, has been so intimately connected with the 
drama in this city, that his claims to particular notice must 
not be overlooked. Mr. Hamblin was born in Whitechapel, 
London, May 14th, 1798; or, according to another authority, 
at Pentonville, just two years later. Having taken part in a 
private performance of “Hamlet” while at school, his success 
there turned his wishes toward the stage, and abandoning the 
thoughts of a mercantile life, for which he was intended, he 
first appeared at the Adelphi Theatre as a ballet-dancer, at a 
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salary of six shillings per week. In 1815, he appeared at 
Sadlers Wells, and in 1817 was engaged at Drury Lane to play 
subordinate characters. He was afterward employed at Bath, 
Brighton, Dublin, &c., and occupied a prominent position in 
the theatres of those cities. Having married a daughter of 
Blanchard, the London comedian, he arrived in this country 
in the prime of early manhood, and his personal appearance, 
though marred by inelegantly formed lower limbs, was, by 
his fine carriage and noble bearing, his handsome head and 
features, sufficient to command admiration, even had he 
possessed less merit as an actor. In 1830, Mr. Hamblin, in 
connection with Mr. Hackett, became the lessee of the Bowery 
Theatre, but the latter soon retiring, he was for a long period 
sole manager of the establishment. On the 16th of Septem- 
ber, 1836, the theatre was destroyed by fire, involving him in 
a heavy pecuniary loss. Mr. Hamblin now leased the ground 
to Mr. Dinneford, and sailed for Europe, where he played at 
Covent Garden with little success. He returned to New York 
in July, 1837, and was received on his appearance by an over- 
flowing house, but his attraction ceased with the night, and 
his engagement concluded to thin audiences. Mr. Dinneford 
becoming bankrupt, Mr. Hamblin resumed his position, and 
continued at his post until the Bowery was again consumed 
by fire in 1845. On being rebuilt, Mr. A. W. Jackson assumed 
the management for a year or two, but the concern passed 
again into the hands of Mr. Hamblin, where it continued 
until his death. In 1848, after Mr. Simpson’s retirement from 
the Park Theatre, its lease was also taken by Mr. Hamblin, 
who, at a vast outlay, refitted it in the most sumptuous and 
elegant manner, and engaged an expensive company to sus- 
tain the performances. Too many of them, however, had the 
Bowery taint upon their names, and with less than his usual 
judgment, he obtruded himself and Mrs. Shaw as the princi- 
pal attractions, with the addition of a costly, though passe 
ballet troupe. The result was—bare walls, empty benches, 
and ruinous losses, terminating in the entire conflagration 
of the building and its contents, without a cent of insurance 
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to the proprietor. During these accumulated disasters, Mr. 
Hamblin’s spirit never quailed, but with renewed energy, he 
set himself to work to repair his broken fortunes. As 8 
manager, few have equaled him in prosperity, for, notwith- 
standing his repeated heavy losses, it was stated that he left, 
at his death, a fortune of a hundred thousand dollars. With 
rare exceptions, Mr. Hamblin catered for the million. His 
melo-dramas of the “blood and thunder” school proving at- 
tractive to the lower orders, he was content to fill his purse 
from such sources, rather than attempt to elevate the drama 
and its auditors by the production of plays of literary merit 
and elevated sentiment. His company, generally, was so no- 
toriously incompetent in the better class of plays, and his 
own character in connection with female reputation so unfor- 
tunate, that his theatre was, for years, in a double sense, 
known as the Bowery Slaughter-House. His wife, about the 
year 1834, procured a divorce from him, and by the laws of 
the State, he was not permitted to marry again until her 
death. His subsequent connection, however, with Miss Vin- 
cent and Miss Medina was well known, and immediately 
after his first wife’s decease, Mrs. Shaw was also announced as 
Mrs. Hamblin. 

Mr. Hamblin labored for many years under an asthmatic 
complaint, which materially interfered with his professional 
exertions—the huskiness of his voice, and his difficult and, at 
times, almost choking respiration, often rendering his speech 
unintelligible. In the business relations of life, he is repre- 
sented to have been a strictly honorable man, and the united 
testimony of all in his employ is conclusive on that head. 
His benevolence and generosity were also proverbial, and to 
many a young and untried aspirant he has given a helping 
hand to fame and fortune. He died of a brain fever, at his - 
residence in Broome Street, January 8th, 1853. 

Mrs. Hamblin, formerly Miss Elizabeth Blanchard, made 
her first appearance in America on the 4th of November, as 
Mrs. Haller. She was a lady of good general ability, and 
would have proved a valuable stock actress in any theatre, 


462 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


but her merits did not entitle her to rank as a star. In 1881, 
she visited Europe, and soon after her return commenced a 
suit of divorce against her husband, which resulted in her 
favor. In lieu of her awarded alimony, she accepted the sum 
of three thousand dollars in one payment, with which she 
commenced a career of theatrical management at Petersburg, 
Va., and at the Richmond Hill in this city. Having intro- 
duced to the stage Mr. James 8. Charles, then a fine-looking 
young fellow, she finally married him about the year 1836. 
She was a woman of high spirit, and her domestic griefs were 
sometimes brought before the public with more temper than 


judgment. She last appeared here at the Astor Place Opera — 


House, under Niblo’s management, in 1848. Her mortal 
career was terminated by cholera in the city of New Orleans, 
May 8th, 1849. 

During Mr. and Mrs. Hamblin’s first American engagement, 
the former appeared as Hamlet, the Stranger, William Tell, 
Virginius, Rolla, Duke Aranza, Romont, (“Fatal Dowry”) and 
Petruchio ; and the latter as Mrs. Haller, Annette, (“Maid and 
Magpie”) Virginia, Nell, (* Devil to Pay”) Clara, (“Mat- 
rimony”) Cora, Lady Contest, Juliana, Therese, and Cath- 
arine. 

On the 14th of November, Mr. Edmund Kean presented 
himself, for the first time in four years, as King Richard LIL 
The remembrance of his old slight to the Boston audience 
was revived against him, and an organized opposition, sup- 
posed to have been headed by some excited Bostonians, at- 
tended for the purpose of driving him from the stage. On his 
appearance, he was received with a shower of hisses, inter- 
mingled with considerable applause, both of which, on his 
attempting to speak, were renewed with so much violence, 
that not a word could be heard. Mr. Simpson came forward, 
and begged a hearing for Mr. Kean, who then endeavored to 
proceed with the play, but the hissing and groaning being 
still kept up, he was obliged to go on in dumb show only. 
Mrs. Hilson was the Lady Anne of the evening, and while 
holding the sword toward the breast of Richard, a dangerous 
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missile, thrown from the gallery, fell directly at her feet. 
She dropped the sword, and her husband rushed forward and 
took her from the stage. Again Mr. Simpson appeared, and 
after a. few appealing words to the audience, led on Mrs. 
Hilson, who most courageously went on with her part, and 
the tragedy was completed amidst the utmost din and con- 
fusion. 

It was said that upward of two thousand persons were 
present, and that at least three-fourths of them were in favor 
of Mr. Kean’s performing, the pit and first and second tiers of 
boxes having scarcely a rioter in them. 

Mr. Kean, whose proud spirit had been brought low by the 
neglect and censure of his own countrymen, and who was re- 
duced to desperation at the supposed opposition of his old ad- 
mirers here, published in the newspapers of the next day an 
appeal to the public, which he concluded with the following 
words : 

“That I have committed an error, appears too evident from the all-decisive 
voice of the public; but surely it is but~justice to the delinquent (whatever may 
be his enormities) to be allowed to make reparation where the offenses were com- 
mitted. My misunderstandings took place in Boston. To Boston I shall as- 
euredly go to apologize for my indiscretions. I visit this country now under 
different feelings and auspices than on a former occasion. Then I was an ambi- 
tious man, and the proud representative of Shakspeare’s heroes. The spark of 
ambition is extinct; and I merely ask a shelter in which to close my professional 


and mortal career. I give the weapon into the hands of my enemies; if they 


are brave, they will not turn it against the defenseless. 
‘““Epmunp Kean. 
“T° Washington Hall, Nov. 15th, 1825." 


On his next appearance as Othello, but little opposition was 
manifested, and the remainder of his engagement was but a 
repetition of his earlier American triumphs. He afterward 
went to Boston, where, however, he was literally pelted from 
the stage, and never after permitted to appear there. Mr. W. 
W. Clapp, in his “Record of the Boston Stage,” remarks that 
“Time has softened the asperities even of Kean’s most in- 
veterate enemies, and though he was guilty of unpardonable 
insolence toward the public, the retaliation he met with was 
unbecoming an enlightened community.” 
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On the 15th of November, Mrs. Sharpe, formerly Miss Lee- 
sugg, (a sister of Mrs. Hackett) made her first appearance in 
America as Lady Teazle, and Rosina, in the operetta of that 
name. She met with a decided success, though during the 
remainder of the season her performances were confined to a 
more subordinate range of parts. Mrs. Sharpe belonged to the 
highest class of useful actresses, and as such her merit was 
fully acknowledged by the public, until she attempted to 
limit her efforts to an occasional star engagement, when, per- 
haps, she met with less encouragement than her talents really 
deserved. She was a tall, fine-looking, dark-eyed, expressive- 
featured woman, and though somewhat awkward in her 
movements, maintained a dignity of carriage and a charm of 
manner that always proved attractive. Her talents were of the 
most diverse character, and obtained for her a repute in every 
department of the drama. In opera she was capable of as- 
suming the part of prima donna, though the donna seconda 
was her more appropriate sphere, and therein she frequently 
divided the applause with Mr@ Austin, Mrs. Wood and other 
eminent vocalists. In comedy “she could scold, lie and flirt 
like a waiting-maid, and look, speak and act like a lady— — 
could be boisterous in the kitchen and stately in the hall— 
and could jilt a footman or reject a knight with equal skill 
and dexterity.” Still, in the finish of high comedy, Mrs. 
Sharpe lacked some essentials. In tragedy was found her 
true excellence—not in the gentle, pathetic and subdued, but 
in the more violent emotions of the heart; Rage, Anger, 
Hatred, Horror and Despair have seldom been portrayed with 
such forcible truthfulness. Her Eivira, in “Pizarro,” has 
never been surpassed upon our boards, and her Lady Con- 
stance and Lady Macbeth rarely equaled. We have never 
seen, and never expect to see, her Emilia, in “Othello,” 
at all approached in excellence by any other actress. 
She threw her whole soul into the part, and with her 
flashing eyes, and scorning look, and bitter denuncia- 
tion, might fearlessly challenge a comparison with the 
finest Othello that ever trod the boards. In such char- 
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acters also as Helen McGregor, she was pre-eminently 
great. 

In 1836, Mrs. Sharpe visited Europe and appeared with 
success at Drury Lane, as Constance and Lady Macbeth. She 
returned to America, and made her last appearance on the 
New York Stage with Wallack’s National Company, then 
playing at Niblo’s Garden, as Lady Macbeth, to Charles Kean’s 
Macbeth, November 8th, 1839. In private life she was long 
known as Mrs. Capt. Brevoort. Her death occurred in New 
York, of cancer, in 1868. | 

On the 24th of November, Mr. Kirby, a noted English pan- 
tomimist, made his first appearance as Scaramouch, in “Don 
Juan.” <A year after, he committed suicide by drowning, 
near Philadelphia. 

The first attempt to introduce the regular Italian opera 
was this season made by Signor Garcia, a well-known Euro- 
pean ‘enor, who engaged the Theatre for two nights in the 
week, and with the prices of admission raised to two dollars 
for the boxes, and one dollar for the pit, succeeded in at- 
tracting remunerative houses until the end of the season. 
Mr. De Luce was continued as leader of the orchestra, which 
included seven violins, two tenors, two bases, three violon- 
cellos, two flutes, two clarionets, two horns, two trumpets, 
one bassoon and one kettle-drum.! A _ piano-forte was 
also added, under the dominion of Mr. Etienne. Novem- 
ber 29th was the date of the company’s début in America— 
the opera was Rossini’s “ Barbiere di Seviglia;” the cast as 
follows: 


Conte Almaviva. . . Sig. Garo. ~ Figaro. . . . . Sig. Garota, Jr. 
Dottore Bartolo. . . ‘* Rosrog. Rosina. . . . . Signorina Gakola. @ 
Basilio . .. . ‘6 ANGBISANI. Berta... . - Signora GaRoia. 
WMorello . . .. . ‘6 6 CREVELLI. 


The house was thronged in every part, the receipts 
amounting to $2,980. An assemblage of ladies so fash- 
ionable, so numerous, and so elegantly dressed, had prob- 
ably never been witnessed in an American theatre. From 


2 The musicians were De Luce, W. Taylor, Milon, Hill, Dumahault, Holloway, Jr., Moriere, 
Holloway, Nicolai, Greer, Davis, Bocock, Moran, Gentil, Blondeau, P. Taylor, Mertine, Beck, 
Eberle, Sr., Eberle, Jr., Mets, Peterson, Hornung and Carroll, in the order above mentioned. 
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a newspaper of the next day, we copy the following re- 
marks: 

“We were last night surprised, delighted, enchanted; and 
such were the feelings of all who witnessed the performance. 
The repeated plaudits with which the theatre rung were 
unequivocal, unaffected bursts of rapture. The Signorina 
seems to us a being of a new creation; a cunning pattern of 
excellent nature, equally surprising by the melody of her 
voice and by the propriety and grace of her acting. The 
best compliment that can be paid to the merit of the com- 
pany was the unbroken attention that was yielded through- 
out the entire performance, except that every now and then 
it was interrupted by judiciously bestowed marks of applause, 
which were simultaneously given from all parts of the house. 
In one respect, the exhibition excelled all that we have ever 
witnessed in any of our theatres—the whole troupe were 
almost equally excellent, nor was there one whose egertions 
to fill the part allotted to him did not essentially contribute 
to the success of the piece * * * * 

“Signor Garcia indulges in a florid style of singing, but 
with his fine voice, fine taste, admirable ear, and brilliancy of 
execution, we could not be otherwise than delighted. We 
cannot avoid expressing our wonder and delight at the pow- 
erful, low and mellow tones of Signor Angrisani’s base voice, 
or rather of his ‘most miraculous organ, of which we never 
before heard the equal. ; 

“Signorina Garcia’s voice is what is denominated in the 
Italian a fine contra-alio, and her science and skill in its 
management are such as to enable her to run over every tone 
and semi-tone of three octaves with an ease and grace that 
cost apparently no effort. She does not adopt the florid 
style of her father, but one which is less assuming, and per- 
haps more proper in a lady, and hardly less effective. Her 
person is about the middle height, slightly embonpoint—her 
eyes dark, arch and expressive, and a playful smile is almost 
constantly the companion of her lips. She was the magnet 
who attracted all eyes and won all hearts.” 
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Manuel Garcia, the director, was a native of Seville, Spain, 
born in 1782. He had sung with the greatest applause in all 
the principal cities of Europe, and composed much music for 
the church and theatre. After his visit to America, he re- 
appeared in Paris, but finding a failure in his once magnifi- 
cent voice, he retired from the stage, and died, we believe, 
at Brussels, in 1836. 

Rosich was the buffo of the company, and he has rarely 
been surpassed by any successor in his line. He was for 
several years a resident of New York and a great favorite 
as a concert-singer. 

Signorina Maria Felicite Garcia, who afterward, as Madame 
Malibran, filled all Europe with her fame, was of course the 
star of the troupe. She was born in the year 1808, and, under 
the tutelage of Velutti, at the age of fifteen made her first 
appearance at the Italian Opera House, London, in the Cro- 
ciato, and, in the character of a graceful stripling, won the 
warmest admiration of the audience, as she poured out her 
delicious contra-alto notes in the favorite song, “Il Giovenetto 
Cavalier.” These, added to her youth, her charming form, 
and those beautifully expressive eyes, which no one could 
ever forget who once saw them, at once stamped her a prom- 
ising member of the corps dramatique. But the public had 
as yet no notion of her value, and so little did her father, 
Garcia, think what a star she would become in the musical 
firmament, that she was on the point of marrying a performer 
of no name in the orchestra. 

She came to America, and in the height of her brilliant 
career here, on the 23d of March, 1826, contracted a marriage 
with Eugene Malibran, an aged and wealthy French merchant 
of this city, expecting to retire from the stage. The match 
was said to have been compulsory, and entirely at variance 
with her own feelings, filial duty alone prompting her to the 
sacrifice. Brilliant, however, as, in a pecuniary view, it ap- 
peared in prospect, it proved worthless; misfortunes overtook 
her husband, and in a short time he was a bankrupt and her 
profession was resumed for her support. 
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At the old Gracé Church, on Sundays, where she also sung 
she attracted more auditors, probably, than its venerated and 
eloquent pastor. sO 

After repeated triumphs on the Park Stage, she was en- 
gaged by Mr. Gilfert to appear in English opera at the Bow- 
ery, and first appeared there January 15th, 1827, as Count 
Belino. She also sung the music of Rosefta, in “Love in a 
Village,” and Zerlina, in “Don Giovanni.” For her benefit 
and final appearance on the American Stage, October 28th, 
1827, she appeared there as the Princess of Navarre, in Boil- 
dieu’s “ John of Paris,” and in aselection of her most brilliant 
cavatinas. She sailed for Europe in November, and soon 
after appeared in Paris with the most brilliant success. Her 
second début in London, at the King’s Theatre, was an un- 
paralleled triumph, and from that period she remained the 
undisputed queen of song. 

Soon after her return to Europe, she procured a divorce 
from Mons. Malibran, and bestowed her hand on the object 
of her choice, the celebrated violinist, De Beriot. 

On the 17th of September, 1836, she was taken ill at Man- 
chester. Her disease was a nervous fever, accompanied with 
perpetual delirium, and the symptoms of the case were at 
once deemed unfavorable. She expired on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, 1836, in the 28th year of: her age, and in the very 
zenith of her reputation, ere a single cloud had dimmed her 
vocal powers or changed the marvelous beauty of her face or 
person. Intense excitement throughout England and the 
continent succeeded the tidings of the sad event, and a 
storm of indignation was showered on her unfortunate home- 
opathic physician, who had failed to save her life; but 
from several professional statements afterward made, her case 
was probably one in which medical efforts of any nature 
would have proved fruitless. 

Malibran was, in her day, the most varied and most suc- 
cessful songstress in Europe, and has probably been eclipsed 
by no predecessor or successor. She was competent to ap- 
pear, and could play and sing, on the Spanish, French, Ger- 
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man, Italian and English Stages. Her lovely form, her pas- 
sionate attitudes, her commanding gestures, the expressive 
play of her features, her noble brow, her tread on the 
stage, as of a goddess on Olympus, her soul-lighted eyes, 
and, above all, her inconceivable singing, impressed an inef- 
faceable picture on every mind. Her generosity was un- 
bounded, and by far the largest portion of her immense earn- 
ings was lavished on her relatives and various objects of her 
charity. 

To return to our Record: 

Mr. Kean took his benefit on the 2d of December, and not- 
withstanding the late ebullition of feeling, was honored with 
a crowded and approving house. A newspaper of the day re- 
marked that “Kean stands alone, secure and towering in the 
consciousness and beauty of transcendent genius. As a tra- 
gedian, there is no living man fit to be compared with him.” 
He appeared on the occasion as King Lear. As an afterpiece, 
a new farce, called “Uncle Gabriel,” was produced, with the 
following cast: 


Uncle Gabriel . . . Mr. Foor. Scrip ..... Mr. KENT. 
Tom Tacit . . . . ‘** =PLAcIDE. Mrs. Tacit. . . . Miss E. PLactpsg. 
Lieut. Sutton . . . ‘© RiocHinas. Eliza .... . Mrs. Dz Lvuoxg. 
Ready. ...-.- .» **  HIvson. 


Massinger’s fine play of the “Fatal Dowry” was brought 
out by Mr. Hamblin, on the night of his benefit, Dec. 12th, 
for the first time, we believe, on the American Stage. It was 
thus cast: , 


Romont .... . Mr, HAMBLIN. Old Noval. . . . Mr. Foor. 
Rochfort . ... . ‘¢ = WoopKULL. Young Noval. . . ‘* STANLEY, 
Charalois. .... ‘LEE. Beaumelle . . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Beaumont... . ‘** RuicHinas. Bellapert . . . . ‘ WHEATLEY. 


Mrs. Smith, late Miss Parr, also appeared in a pas seul. - 
A play by Woodworth, called the “ Widow’s Son,” was first 
played on the 15th, with the annexed cast: 


Major Lee. . . . . Mr. Kent. Farmer Clover . . Mr. Foor. 
Major Melville . . . ‘“* JERVIS. Dr Trueman. . . ‘f Woopsvuut. 
Capt. Carnes... ‘* STANLEY. Dr.Stramonium. . ‘* BARNES. 
Capt. Derby . » « ‘© CLARKE. Louisa. . . Miss E. PLactpe. 
Capt. Middleton . . ‘* RICHINGS. Margaret. . . . Mrs. BATTERSBY. 
Sergt. Champe. . . ‘* Simpson. LUCY Se ae a ‘SDs Luog. 


The author had his benefit on the 23d. 
On the 17th, a new Italian opera, called “L’Amante As- 
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tuto,” the words by Garcia and Rosich, music by Garcia, was 
produced, with the following cast : 


Raimond . . « Sig. Garcta. Rosalie . . . . Signorina Garcia. 
Anacleto. . . . .» ‘*  Rosicu. | Chiara. . .. . Signora Garcia. 
Carlotto . . . . . 6 Garo, JF. 


It did not prove as successful as “Il Barbiere.” 

On the 21st, Mr. Barnes announced for his benefit the 
old comedy of “Love for Love,” with Foot as Sir Sampson, 
Hilson as Ben, Barnes as Foresight, and Mrs. Hilson as Miss 
Prue. 

He also brought out a new farce called the “Rival Valets,” 
thus cast: 


Perkins . ... . Mr. Kent. Anthony .. . . Mr. Basnrs. 
Capt. Welford : ‘ STANLEY Sophia. . .. . Mrs. Saarps. 
Frank. ..... ‘¢ -Hizson. Dorothy ... . ‘* WHBATLBY. 


For Christmas celebration, on Monday, 26th, the tragedy of 
‘George Barnwell” was revived. A ballet, called “ American 
Tars,” followed, with Parker as Jack Halyard, and W. Colling- 
bourne as Sandie. The latter was a good dancer, an excellent 
clown, and a very fair singer. He was afterward well known 
at the Bowery Theatre, and was alsg long a favorite at 
Boston. The celebrated pantomime of the “Brazilian 
Ape,” since so very popular with the Ravels, was also first 
brought out on this evening, with Kirby as Jocko, and Mrs. 
Smith as Cora. 

On the 31st, Rossini’s superb opera of “Tancredi et Ame- 
naide” was first represented in America, with the following 
cast; 


Tancredi . . . . . Signorina Gagcta. Ruggiero . . . ? Sig. Crevexuis. 
Orbazzano . . . . Sig. ANGRISANI. Amenaide. . . . Mme. Barsairg. 
Argivio . ... . ‘© GaRola. (Her first appearance.) 


It was entirely successful, and the exquisite “Di tanti pal- 
piti,” given by “the Signorina,” as she was simply and univer- 
sally called, excited the audience to the utmost pitch of en- 
thusiasm. She played and sung with such brilliancy and ef- 
fect, and with such perfect and animated conception of her 
part, that the able critic of the Evening Post at once predicted 
that, at no distant period, when she should enter the lists be- 
fore more experienced and severe judges, she would divide 
the prize with the Catalanis and Pastas of Europe. 
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Madame Barbeire had somewhat the appearance of a novice, 
but gave great satisfaction in Amenaide, by the purity and 
simplicity of her style, and although not comparable to the 
Signorina, was admitted to be a singer of unusual merit. 

Monday, Jan. 2d, 1826, was performed the comedy of a 
“Cure for the Heartache,” followed by the revival of Bray’s 
farce of the “ Toothache,” with Hilson as Barogo, and Placide 
as Dr. Petitqueue. A new pantomime, called “ Harlequin and 
the Talking Bird,” completed the evening’s entertainments, 
with Parker as Harlequin, Collingbourne as Pantaloon, Kirby 
as the Clown, and Mrs. Smith as Columbine. The latter 
piece enjoyed a month’s uninterrupted run. 

Poole’s amusing and still highly popular comedy of “ Paul 
Pry” was first played on the 11th. None of the perform- 
ers engaged in it were pleased with their parts, and all 
predicted a failure, yet it proved to be the most successful 
comedy produced in many years, while Hilson, Barnes, 
and Mrs. Hilson, (especially the former, as the inquisitive 
hero) made such hits, that, to the day of their deaths, 
Paul Pry, Col. Hardy, and Phebe were ranked among their 
most attractive personations. In the whole range of Comedy, 
we know of no character that has surpassed in humor or popu- 
larity Mr. Hilson’s delineation of Paul Pry. The original 
cast stood thus : 


Paal Pry. ... . Mr. HILson. Grasp... . . Mr. JERvis. 
Col. Hardy ... . ‘“ BARNzES. ' Doubledot. . . . ‘* NEXSEN. 
Frank Hardy .. . §§- ** +STAaniey. Simon... . . ‘6  BANOKER. 
Old Btanley . . . . ‘* WHEATLEY. Marian. ... . Miss E. Puacipg. 
Harry Stanley so LER. Eliza... . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
CM 6 er Sa ‘6 ~~ WooDRULL. Phoebe. ... . ‘« HIson. 
Witherton *¢ Foor. Mrs. Subtle . . . ‘* Barrenrssy. 


The name of Mrs. Battersby as Mrs. Subtle is in the bill 
before us; but we can only remember Mrs. Wheatley in the 
part, and, disagreeable as it was, her truth to nature rendered 
it one of the features of the piece. 

Messrs. Cooper and Conway commenced an engagement on 
the 16th, during which, in addition to a repetition of former 
parts, they appeared as Orsino and Cesario, in “Alfonso,” and 
Hotspur and Prince of Wales. Mr. Conway took his benefit 
on the 27th, when he appeared as Romeo, with Mr. Cooper’s 
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Mercutio, and also personated the character of Varntsh, in the 
farce called “Intrigue.” On the 30th, Mr. Cooper presented 
“ Julius Cesar” and the “ Liar,” for his benefit, when he per- 
sonated Marc Antony and Young Wilding, with the aid of 
Conway as Brutus in the tragedy. 

Mr. Cooper’s attraction was now very sensibly diminished, 
and on this occasion he had the bad taste to make a speech, 
in which he cast something like reproaches on his friends for 
deserting him for the more novel entertainment of the Italian 
Opera. Poor Cooper! the sun of prosperity that had long 
shone brightly on him was fast withdrawing its beams, but 
the golden harvest which he had so profusely gathered had 
been foolishly wasted, and little now remained for winter's 
use. 7 
Feb. 6th. Mr. Kean commenced a new engagement as 
Richard, and on the 7th, Rossini’s grand opera of “Otello” 
was first sung in America, with the following cast: 


Otello. . . . .. Sig. Garota. Roderigo . . . . Mme. Barperns. 
Doge . ....-. ‘« CREVELLI. Emelia. . .. . ‘¢ 6 GaRora. 
Dago:. a: 4, es a ‘6 Ganola, Jr. Desdemona . . . Signorina Garcra. 
Elmiro ..... ‘6 ANGRISANI. 


This opera was another immense success, and elicited the 
following remarks from a well-known critic: “We have seen 
Othello before, but never a Desdemona. Rarely have such 
elegance, grace, dignity, beauty, passion and pathos been 
united in a female. The most fastidious critic would say that 
she was faultless, and a generous one might be permitted to 
pronounce that she was perfect.” It was whispered that the 
fervency of the Signorina’s acting and singing in this opera 
was attributable to her father’s threat at rehearsal, where she 
had failed to throw sufficient spirit into her character, that if 
she did not improve in her rendition at night, he would, as 
Otello, not theatrically but really stab her to the heart, that 
being the mode in which the Italian Desdemona is dispatched, 
instead of being smothered as on the English Stage. 

Madame Barbeire appeared to great advantage as Rod- 
erigo; she sang well, and trod the stage with more ease and 
freedom than on her first appearance. 

Mr. Kean’s engagement, during which he appeared as Ber- 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORE STAGE. 473 


tram and Richard II, terminated with his benefit on the 24th, 
when he enacted Selim, in “ Barbarossa,” and also (to display 
his versatility) Paw, in the operetta of “Paul and Virginia.” 

On the 27th, Mrs. Hackett re-appeared, after an absence of 
seven years, as the Countess, in the “Devil’s Bridge,” and 
Marian Ramsay, and was received with all the kindness and 
enthusiasm to which her undoubted abilities and rumored 
misfortunes entitled her. On the lst of March she appeared 
as Rosetta, on the 31st as Floretta, and on the 6th as Rosina, 
in the “ Barber of Seville,” her merits as an actress, or vocal- 
ist, having in no way deteriorated during her retirement. 

On the 1st, her husband, Mr. James H. Hackett, who had lately 
been unfortunate in a mercantile way, first essayed the pro- 
fession, of which he is now a distinguished ornament, in the 
character of Justice Woodcock. His nervousness, or stage 
fright, however, so overcame his faculties that he failed to 
make a favorable impression on the audience. Another op- 
portunity offered on the occasion of Mrs. Hackett’s benefit, 
March 10th, and he undertook the part of Sylvester Dagger- 
wood, wherein he gave some admirable imitations of Ma- 
thews, Kean, Hilson and Barnes, and was rewarded with the 
loudest expressions of approbation. 

This fixed his resolution, and he determined on adopting 
the Stage as a vocation. On the 19th of the following 
June, he made his third appearance, introducing the Yankee 
story of “Uncle Ben” with such a perfect imitation of the 
idiom and accent of that peculiar dialect, that he literally 
convulsed the house with laughter. He also personated 
Morbleau, in “ Mons, Tonson,” with great effect, and the char- 
acter long remained a favorite with him and the public. He 
appeared several times the next season, and on the 25th of 
October, 1826, made his first great hit as one of the Dromios, 
his imitation of the voice and personal peculiarities of Mr. 
Barnes, as his twin brother, being so perfect as to confound 
the audience with regard to their respective identity, and to 
elicit the most overwhelming applause. In December, he 
sailed for England, and on the 6th of April, 1827, at Covent 
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Garden Theatre, first gave the English public a touch of his 
Yankee stories and imitations in Sylvester Daggerwood, in 
which, although some merit was allowed, especially in his 
portraitures of Kean and Macready, he could not be considered 
as successful. During that visit, he gave the whole character 
of Richard III, in imitation of Kean, at the Surrey Theatre, 
with very great applause. He, however, determined on re- 
turning to America, where his performance of Morbleau, 
Dromio, Solomon Swap, (a character he substituted for Solo- 
mon Gundy, in Colman’s comedy of “Who Wants a Guinea?” 
rechristening the whole as “Jonathan in England”) Rip Van 
Winkle, Nimrod Wildfire, &c., insured him hosts of friends 
and admirers. In 1829 and 1830, he was for a while connected 
with the management of the Old Chatham and Bowery Thea- 
tres, but reaped more fame than funds from his enterprise. 
In the fall of 1832, he again visited England, and appeared 
both at Drury Lane and Covent Garden, winning general ap- 
probation by his performance of the above characters, and also 
of Falstaf, which he had played but once before leaving 
America. In 1840, 1845, and 1851, he also made very suc- 
cessful English tours. 

Mr. Hackett had the management of the Old National 
Theatre, for a few months in 1837, and was also interested 
in the Astor Opera House, at the time of the Macready riot 
there. In the summer of 1854, he brought out Madame Grisi 
and Signor Mario, and, under his direction, they sung at 
Castle Garden, at the Academy of Music, and the Metropoli- 
tan Theatre. 

As an actor, Mr. Hackett first obtained renown by his re- 
presentation of the Yankee character; but in this line, we 
think, he was finally excelled by George H. Hill. 

In the rank of perfection, however, we place his Nimrod 
Wildfire, the Kentuckian; Morbleau and Mallet, the French- 
men; Rip Van Winkle, the Dutchman, so full of homely yet 
deeply touching pathos; and Falstaff, the cream of English 
wit and cowardice. His Dromio, also, while he had Barnes 
to play with, surpassed any similar exhibition of mimicry ever 
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seen amongst us. His Sir Pertinax McSycophant, though 
certainly a good performance, was not generally admired ; and 
his personations of Lear, Hamlet, and Richard, which he has 
occasionally given, although displaying all the acumen of a 
scholar, and the nicest critical analysis, with great artistic 
skill, have failed to place him in the list of great tra- 
gedians. 

Mr. Hackett, many years since, acquired a fortune from his 
efforts, and, we believe, has had the good luck and good judg- 
ment to retain it. It is recorded, to his honor, that the first 
fruits of his labors were devoted to paying off his debts in- 
curred while in trade. His father was a native of Holland, 
and, previous to his emigration to America, a Lieutenant in 
the Life Guards of the Prince of Orange, and his mother was 
the daughter of the Rev. Abraham Keteltas, of Jamaica, L. I, 
where was also for many years his own favorite residence. 
His own birth occurred in this city, on the 15th of March, 
1800, and, as previously stated, he married Miss C. Leesugg, 
of the Theatre in 1819. 

Mr. Hackett may be justly called a distinguished ornament 
of the stage and of society. 

John Howard Payne’s amusing farce of “Mrs. Smith” was 
first played here on the 6th of March, with the following 


cast; 

Smith... .« «. -« Mr. HILson. | Mrs. E.Smith . . Mrs. Hitson, 
Stanley . 2...) .) Foot. | Mrs. S. Smith . . ‘* SHARPER. 
Weotworth . . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Peggy... « « ‘6 SMITH. 


On the 14th of March, Rossini’s opera “Il Turco in Italia” 
was first introduced to the American Stage, thus cast: 


Selim. . . . Sig. ANGRISANI, Albazar . .  . . Signor CREVELLI. 
Geronio . . . . . ‘+ Rostck. Florella . . . . Madame  BarRneErRe. 
Narcisso . . 2. 6). ‘6 GABCIA. Zaidw . . . . . Signorina Garcia. 
Prodocemo . . . . “Sf Gagcta, Jr. 


April 3d. Miss Kelly commenced an engagement as Letitia 
Hardy and Cherry. 

April 15th. The Signorina took her farewell benefit, (as the 
bill announced) appearing as fosina. 

Mr. Simpson took his benefit on the 21st, when Mrs, Hilson 
appeared as Bertha, in “Der Freyschutz,” and a distinguished 
couple, Mons. and Mme. Robert, appeared in various feats of 
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jugglery! A new farce, called the “Post Chaise,” was also 
produced, with the characters thus assigned : 


Florigny . . .. . ‘6 CLARKE. John ..... ‘6 PLACIDE. 


Leonard . ... . Mr. Simpson. | Francois .. . . Myr. Bases - 
Deshaya . .... ‘* Woops. 


April 25th. The grand opera of “Semiramide, or La Figlia 
dell Aria,” words by Rosich, music by Garcia, was first sung 
in America. 


Ninus. . ..«.. Sig. ANGRISANI. Cerinto . . . . Signor CrxvELu. 
Memnon .... . ‘* GaRolA. Neride . . . . Madame Gaagcta. 
Timotheo. . . . . ‘«  Rosicg. Semiramide . . Signorina Garcia. 


The first performance of the still popular farce of “ Deaf as 
a Post,” in which Hilson made another great hit, took place 
on the 26th, with the following distribution of characters: , 


Old Walton . . . . Mr. KEeEnr. Amy ..... Miss KE. PLacipsg. 

Capt. Templeton. . . ‘* S1MPsON. Sophy... - Mes. SHARPE. 

Tristram Sappy. . . ‘*' Hrzson. Mrs. Plumply . . ‘“ WHEATLEY. 
Sally Maggs. . . ‘* Smirm. 


Mr. Hamblin, having had another engagement, took a 
benefit on the 5th of May, when he appeared as Pierre, in 
“ Venice Preserved,” supported by Conway as Jaffer and Mrs. 
Hamblin as Belvidera. Mrs. Hamblin also appeared as Harriet 
in “Is He Jealous?” and the performances concluded with the 
farce of the “Review,” cast in the following extraordinary 
manner: Mr. Conway as Looney McTwolter, Mr. Hamblin as 
John Lump, Mr. Barnes as Caleb Quotem, and Mr. Hilson as 
Deputy Bull. 

Mr. Kean began another engagement on the 8th, as Richard 
III, on which occasion Mrs. Battersby was announced for 
the first time as Mrs, Stickney, in the character of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

On the 20th, Payne’s long popular farce of “’Twas I, or the 
Truth a Lie,” was thus first represented on our stage: 


Marcel... Mr. BARNES. Julienne . . . . Miss E. Puacrps. 

Delorme . ... . ‘LER. Marchioness .. Mrs. Dz Lucx. 
Mayor .... . ‘© JERVIS. Georgette. . . . ‘* SHARPE. 

CYiek: < -e e,58. es ‘¢ WHEATLEY. Madame Mag. . . ‘“* WHEAfLEY. 


Marcel was one of Barnes’ funniest parts, and Mrs. Wheat- 
ley as the chattering old maid was extremely effective, but 
Mrs. Sharpe’s sprightly acting and singing in Georgette 
Clairville was, no doubt, the main cause of its very great 
success. 

Mozart’s opera of “Don Giovanni” was brought out on the 
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23d, and, next to the “Barber” and “Tancredi,” proved to be 
the most successful of the season. It was thus rendered : 


Gljowanpi. . . . . Sig. GaRola. Massetto . . . . Signor ANGRISANI. 
Don Pedro .. . . ‘* ANGRISANT. Annp&e ..... Madame BarbBginrg. 
Octavio . .... ‘¢ MILON. Elvira. . .. . *f GaROIA. 
Leporello. . . . . “ GaRora, Jr. Zerlina. . . . . Signorina Garora. 


Mr. Milon first appeared as a vocalist on this occasion, and 
proved an acceptable addition to the company. | 
Mrs. Hilson took her benefit on the 24th, reviving Morton’s 
fine comedy of “ Education,” with the following superior cast: 


Suckling . . . 2. 2. . w» « (forthis nightonly) . . . . . Mr. COWELL. 
Ct. Villars . - » Mr. CLARKE. Broadcast .. . . . Mr. Hi son. 
Sir Guy Stannch - . ‘* PLACIDE. George. ... . Miss BRUNDAGE. 
Templeton ... . ‘% Foor. Ellen ..... Mrs. H1Lson. 
Vincent . ... . ‘6 SIMPSON. Rosine. . .. -» ‘+ SHARPE. 
Aspio . . .... ‘¢ STANLEY. Mra. Templeton . . ‘* Sricwnnsy. 
Damper .... . WoopHOLL. Dame Broadcast . . ‘‘ WHEATLEY. 


Mr. Kean took his benefit on the 26th, when he appeared 
as Cardinal Wolsey, in “Henry VIIL.;” ably supported by 
Foot as the King, and Mrs. Barnes (for the first time) as 
Queen Katharine. 

Mrs. Hackett was again engaged, and appeared on the 7th 
of June, as Diana, in “Lionel and Clarissa,” and Jsadora, in 
“ Brother and Sister.” 

On the 8th, a farce, called “Wool Gathering,” was first 
produced as follows: 


Wander .... . Mr. SIMPSON, . Harrie. . 2... Mrs. H1Lson. 
Pickleton. . .. . KENT. { Clarissa . . . . ‘* Sarps. 
Hector Mango ... ‘“* LEsg. Mrs. Pickleton . . ‘* WHrarurey. 
Humphrey . . - © PLaciDs. 


Mr. Clarke, for his benefit, on ‘the 14th, produced for the first 
time a tragedy, entitled the “Siege of Damascus,” written by ~ 
J. Hughes, and played at Drury Lane, in 1720, in which Mr. 
Hosack, afterward the husband of Mrs. Tatnall, and a member 
of a distinguished New York family, made his début on the 
stage. We do not remember that either play or player was ever 
again upon the New York boards. The cast stood as follows: 


Phocyas .... - Mr. Hosack. ~* Daran.... . Mr. Lge. 
Eumenes..... ** Foor. Caled ..... ‘cs 6 6-WWouDHULL. 
Abudah ..... ‘6 CLARKS. Eudocia . . . . Mra. HILson. 


On the 15th, Mr. Mumford made his first appearance on 
the stage, as Reuben Glenroy, and took a benefit on the 29th, 
in the character of Bertram. 

On the 19th, Mrs. Hackett took her benefit in the charac- 
ters of Priscilla Tomboy, Young Wilding and Mme. Belle- 
garde, her husband appearing as Morbleau, and in his Yankee 
stories of “Uncle Ben,” &c. 
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_ Mr. Woodhull’s benefit occurred on the 23d, and is memora- 
ble for introducing Mr. Edwin Forrest to the New aa 
Stage in the character of Othello. 

Mr. Forrest was born in Philadelphia, March 9th, 1806. 
Wringing a reluctant leave from his family, he made his first 
appearance on the stage, at the Walnut Street Theatre, on 
the 27th of November, 1820, in the character of Dougias, 
and acquitted himself so well that the performance was soon 
after repeated. His next character was Frederick, in “ Lovers’ 
Vows,” and for his benefit he personated Octavian, in the 
“Mountaineers.” Great merit was acknowledged in his per- 
formances, for one so young, but he excited no enthusiasm, 
and was advised to take a course of practice in the country 
theatres. Although a boy in years, he already had the ap- 
pearance of a well-grown young man, and being engaged by 
Jones and Collins for a Western circuit, at length reached 
New Orleans, where he first appeared as Jaffier, February 4th, 
1823, with considerable success. He was afterward connected 
with the Albany Theatre, and thence he returned to his native 
city, where he made his second début, on the 16th of May, 1826, 
as Jaffier, tor the benefit of Mr. C. 8S. Porter, and on the 19th 
acted Rolla, receiving in both characters enthusiastic applause. 
His performance of Othello, at the Park, displayed consider- 
able originality, great forcibleness, and some real merit, and 
so much awakened the interest of the public, that he was im- 
mediately secured by Mr. Gilfert for the new Bowery Theatre, 
where he first appeared on the 6th of November, 1826, in the 
same character. He there personated successively and suc- 
cessfully Damon, Jaffier, Carwin, (in “ Therese”) the Indian 
Chief, (‘She Would be a Soldier”) William Tell, Marc An- 
tony, &c.,and in a short time succeeded in establishing a name 
and fame superior to any other American actor. The younger 
members of the community were delighted with him, and the 
newspapers daily poured forth his praises. From an excellent 
article on his acting, published in March, 1828, we make the 
following extracts: 

“Hating heartily, as we do, the meanness of canting criti- 
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cism, we are not always disposed to measure every thing we 
see and hear and feel by the standard of cold, set rules; but 
rather believe that the naturally energetic man possesses the 
prerogative of breaking from the trammels of common regu- 
lations, and of creating new laws for others to obey—new 
models for others to copy. Mr. Forrest's playing surprises 
and delightsus * * *¥ j*¥ j.* — Disinterested 
readers, or those who have not witnessed his successful 
representations, may censure us for enthusiasm; but when 
we see one 80 young, without the aid of long study and 
labored observation, mating with the highest players of 
the age, substituting the impulses of taste and the inspiration 
of true feeling for the improvements of experience and the 
maneuvers of art, we confess ourselves ready to extend the 
hand of welcome for his encouragement. His readings are 
judicious, and the evident result of a fine sense of the beau- 
tiful and natural; and he exhibits, at different periods, a 
majesty and grace which, with other qualifications, place the 
wreath of fame immediately within his grasp. * mee 

“But in saying that Mr. Forrest has already arrived at ex- 
cellence, we do not say that he is at the ‘Zenith of Glory.’ 
Nature has done much for him, but nature cannot do all. 
He has climbed above the multitude—but there are heights 
yet above him, on which his eye should be fixed. The his. 
trionic field is not a narrow one. There are delicate touches 
to fall upon the chords of feeling, by which the sensitive 
soul may be awakened to deep emotions, and the mind 
marked by impressions not to be effaced by time. In the 
variety of human passions, much is to be observed and imi- 
tated, and Mr. Forrest will excuse the liberty we take in 
urging him to unwearied perseverance.” 

Could Mr. Forrest have acquired these delicate touches, 
and been enabled to awaken in his audiences a single emo- 
tion of tenderness, love or pity, he would, probably, now stand 
the first of living tragedians. 

After Gilfert’s death, Mr. Forrest transferred himself to 
the Park, where for several years be was a most popular and 
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profitable star. He here brought out, with immense success, 
John A. Stone’s tragedy of “Metamora,” for which he paid 
¢he author $500, and Dr. Bird’s tragedy of the “Gladiator,” 
both of which were written expressly for him. In the sum- 
mer of 1834, he was honored by a public dinner, tendered 
him by some of our most distinguished citizens, and the pre- 
sentation of a massive gold medal, designed by Ingham, and 
engraved by C. C. Durand. On the obverse was his bust, 
with the inscription, “ Histrioni optimo Eduino Forrest, viro 
prestanti,” and on the reverse a Grecian female figure, hold- 
ing a dagger and a wreath, with a bowl, a mask, and other 
emblems of tragedy at her feet, and the legend, “Gread tn 
mouths of wisest censure.” Mr. Forrest soon after sailed for 
Havre, and after a tour of many months, through France, 
Italy, Germany, &c., arrived in England, and first appeared 
on the London Stage, at Drury Lane, October 17th, 1836, in 
the character of Spartacus, in the “Gladiator.” He was well 
received, and continued to attract large audiences by his 
novel, energetic and spirited style of playing. Indeed, he be- 
came quite a lion in London. The Garrick Club gave him a 
dinner, at which Sergeant Talfourd, the author of “Ion,” pre- 
sided. Mr. Macready welcomed and applauded him in the 
warmest manner. From Charles Kemble and Stephen Price, 
he received three swords, once severally the property of John 
Kemble, Kean and Talma. An original portrait, in oil, of 
Garrick, was also presented to him, and his own in the char- 
acter of Macbeth, in the dagger-scene, was exhibited at the 
Somerset House. He here fell in love with his future wife, 
the daughter of John Sinclair, the vocalist, to whom he was 
united in marriage on the 23d of June, 1837. Returning to 
America the same season, he was received with open arms by 
his old admirers, and in December of that year, at Philadel- 
phia, was again complimented with a public dinner, at which 
the Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll presided. In 1845, Mr. Forrest 
again visited England, and while playing Macbeth, at the 
Princess’s Theatre, London, received a few hisses, which were 
charged upon Mr. Macready as the instigator. Some time 
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after, Mr. Macready, while playing Hamlet, at Edinburgh, 
was openly hissed by Mr. Forrest, who published a justifica- 
tion of himself for so doing in the London Times. On Mr. 
Macready’s visit here, in 1848-9, several articles, by Mr. For- 
rest, commenting severely on him and his performances, were 
published, and to them, probably, may be attributed that ex- 
cited state of feeling which resulted in the horrid riot at the 
Astor Place Opera House, on the occasion of Mr. Macready’s 
appearance there, as Macbeth, May 10th, 1849. Mr. Forrest’s 
supposed connection with the origin of the riot caused him 
the loss of many of his best and earliest friends. Then came 
the counter suits of divorce between him and his wife, in 
which the means taken to procure criminating evidence 
against Mrs. Forrest were such as to meet the disapproba- 
tion of a large portion of the community. The case occu- 
pied the court about six weeks, and resulted in the lady’s 
favor, in January, 1852. Immediately after the verdict was 
rendered, Mr. Forrest was engaged at the Broadway Theatre, 
and opened on the 9th of January to an overflowing house, as 
Damon, concluding his engagement on the 30th of April, in 
the same character—having played sixty-nine consecutive 
nights—a success at that time unparalleled in America by 
any other tragedian. 

As an actor, Mr. Forrest has the advantage of a powerful 
voice, a noble head, good features, dark and searching eyes, 
and a person which, though tolerably well proportioned, is too 
robust to be elegant. His portraitures, generally, are bold, 
forcible, and striking, but lack refinement, grace, and delicacy 
of finish. His Hamlet seems like some philosophic Hercules, 
rather than the sad, unhappy youth of Denmark. In Damon, 
he is not equal to Cooper in his best days; in Rolla, he is in- 
ferior to Wallack; in William Tell and Virginius, he cannot 
approach Macready ; yet these, with the multitude, are among 
his best parts, and the two former, particularly, admit of that 
peculiar display of physical power for which he is 80 cele- 
brated, and which is so taking with the pit and galleries. In 
Metamora, however, he is perfection ; so in the Gladiator, Jack 
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Cade, and Carwin, while parts of his Othello, Macbeth, and 
Lear thrill to the very soul, and make one stand aghast with 
horror. 

Mr. Forrest’s mannerisms, once attributed to the impulsive- 
ness of youth and the crudeness of early genius, have not only 
clung to him with unwavering tenacity, but have strengthened 
with his years, and now render him less agreeable as an actor 
than when he first stood before the world in the ingenuous- 
ness of early manhood. 

Differ, however, as critics may about his merits, his popu- 
larity, after a career of forty years, continues almost unbounded, 
and in this respect he eclipses every other tragedian known 
to our stage, and we believe has rarely, if ever, been equaled 
in Great Britain. Mr. Forrest’s name is still the sure pre- 
cursor of a crowded house, and his friends always hail his ap- 
pearance with enthusiasm. 

Rossini’s opera of “ Cinderella” was the next Italian novelty, 
and was first produced on the 27th June, in the following 


manner ;: 
Prince Ramiro . . . Sig. Mrton. Cenerentola . . . Signorina Garcta. 


Don Magnifico . . . ‘* Rosicu. Clorinda . . . . Madame BaAkgsrigz. 
Alidoro ..... ‘¢ ANGRISANI. Tisbe . . .. . “ Gakcia. 
Dandini. ... . “Garo, Jr. 


On the 30th, Mr. Richings took his benefit, when the Garcia 
Family assisted him in a musical Olio; and Mr. E. Metz made 


his first appearance, as Fiorello, in the “ Marriage of Figaro,” . 


and Paul, in “Paul and Virginia.” 

Mr. Hackett took his first benefit on the 6th of July, 
when he appeared, for the first time, in the character of 
Tony Lumpkin, in “She Stoops to Conquer.” He also 
repeated his successful imitations in Sylvester Daggerwood, 
as well as Mons. Morbleau, with much applause. The 
regular dramatic season terminated on the 7th of July, 
but the Italian troupe continued playing through the month, 
on the 26th of ‘which Zingarelli’s opera of “Romeo e 
Giulietta” was brought out, with Madame Malibran Garcia 
as Romeo, Garcia as Everardo Capello, Angrisani as Gilberto, 
Madame Barbeire as Giulietta, and Madame Garcia as Ma- 
thilde. 
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The company terminated its engagement on the 11th of 
August, with the performance of the “ Barber of Seville.” 

On reviewing this season, it may justly be regarded as one 
of the most remarkable epochs in the history of the New 
York Stage. It witnessed the first attempt to establish the 
Italian Opera, with a fully organized company, and gave the 
first of her triumphs to the afterward world-renowned Mali- 
bran. 

It saw the first scintillations of talent in the most popular 
and distinguished, if not the best of American actors, Forrest ; 
and the dawning of that rich and quiet humor, since so boun- 
teously displayed by our own comedian, Hackett. 

Hamblin, whose theatrical management bore so long asway 
over the democratic portion of the play-going community, 
first broke upon the Western world during this period, and 
Kean, the greatest of tragedians, irradiated it with some of 
the most masterly exhibitions of his genius. It saw Conway 
in the height of his excellence, and witnessed the turning- 
point in the afterward downward career of the elegant and 
once all-admired Cooper. The star of Mrs. Barnes now stood 
at its zenith, and her claims as a fitting representative of the 
Tragic Muse were universally acknowledged, while her sister 
Thalia was generally admitted to be as well personified by 
the irresistible Miss Kelly. This season exhibited a combi- 
nation of comic ability, in the persons of Hilson, Barnes and 
Placide, such as never before existed on the New York Stage, 
and forced a full acknowledgment of the once neglected claims 
of Mrs. Wheatley, who was now hailed as the first of comic 
actresses in the line of old women, & position she retained 
unquestioned until her retirement; and it placed the bridal 
wreath upon the brow of the most lovely and amiable of her 
sex, and gave the long-applauded name of Hilson to one 
whose virtues and talents will ever be remembered with 
pride by all who feel an interest in the metropolitan stage. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


Chatham Theatre—Lafayette Theatre—Mount Pitt Circus—Broadway Circus, 
1825-6-7. 


H A TH A M Garden Theatre was re-opened by Mr. 
¢v Barriere, on the 9th of May, 1825, with Mr. Bur- 

roughs as stage-manager. The opening play of 
“Pizarro” introduced to the New York public Mr. James M. 
Scott, from the New Orleans Theatre, in the character of Rolla. 
This gentleman was born in Philadelphia, and, as early as 
1820, was a leading actor at Cincinnati. He was a fine serious 
performer, particularly in the heavier walks of tragedy, and 
acquired a reputation in nautical characters unequaled on 
the American Stage. He played in this city for several years, 
- after which he was one of the managers of the Cincinnati 
Theatre, and also of the theatre at Vicksburg, Miss. He 
returned to New York in 1841, and was connected with the 
New Chatham and Bowery Theatres. In his latter years, he 
became very stout and heavy in person. He died in this city, 
March Ist, 1849, aged somewhat over fifty years. 

Mr. Herbert, from London and Philadelphia, was brought 
out the next evening as Governor Heartall, and proved a valu- 
able substitute for Mr. Kilner, in the line of comic old men. 
He had first appeared on the American Stage at Philadelphia, 
in 1817, and is said to have died at Boston in 1835. His son, 
Mr. John Herbert, made his first appearance on the 12th, as 
Malcour, in “Maid and Magpie.” Born in London in 1803, 
he made his début at Harrisburg, as Timothy Quaint, in 1821. 
Retiring and unambitious in his deportment, there was a 
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certain dry and quiet humor about him that rendered him a 
valuable actor in a small comic part, and he was long a favor- 
ite at the National Theatre, Chatham Street, and at the Bowery, 
to which establishments he was principally attached for more 
than twenty years. He married Miss Ellen Kent, daughter of 
the comedian and vocalist of the Park, ond died in New York, 

June 5th, 1864. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Conway, dancers, from the Surrey Theatre, 
appeared here on the 11th, in a Pas de Deux, with consid- 
erable applause. The gentleman was afterward ballet-master 
at the Park Theatre, and for many years a teacher of dancing 
in this city. He has now entirely retired from the profession, 
and is the proprietor of a fancy hardware and house-furnishing 
establishment. 

Mr. Dinneford, formerly of the Circus company, ade his 
first appearance here, on the 13th, as Doricourt. 

Mr. Burroughs appeared, for the first time, on the Chatham 
Stage, May 17th, as Young Mirabel and Caleb Quotem. The 
same evening Mr. Kenny made his début there, as John Lump ; 
and Looney McTwolter was capitally acted by Mr. Anderson. 
The latter gentleman soon after appeared as Terry O'Rourke, 
Teague, Larry and other Irish characters, with great applause. 

The “ Young Hussar,” a pleasing operetta by Dimond, was 
first played in New York on the 19th, with the following 


cast: 
Florian ..... Mr. Busroveas. Recametere - « Mrs. Wasrzin. 


Larole. . .... ss ~- HERBERT. Caroline . - « *S Warina. 
Boncceur ..... ‘6 BLAKE. Ninetta . .. . ‘° Fisepr. 
Bertrund.... . 6 FISHER. 


On the 28th, Miss Oceana Fisher appceres: with great appro- 
bation, as Tom Thumb. 

Mr. Frederick Brown commenced an engagement on the 
30th of May, as Hamlet. On the occasion of his benefit, June 
10th, he first presented his wife to the New York public, as 
Paul, in the “Wandering Boys.” Mrs. F. Brown had been 
Miss S. De Camp, (a younger sister of Mrs. C. Kemble) and had 
enjoyed popularity on the British Stage. She had previously 
appeared at Boston, was still an actress of merit, and afterward 
became a favorite as the representative of old women, in the 
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Southern theatres. She died at Mobile, in 1841. Dibdin’s 
serio-comic drama, the “Ruffian Boy,” was produced with 
success, on the 6th of June, for the benefit of Mr. Burroughs. 
Mr. Jervis, from the Park, appeared on this occasion, but his 
character was afterward transferred to Mr. Durang. The 
original cast stood thus: 


Giraldi Duval . . . Mr. Bureoveas. Tietwig °- . . . Mr. J. Henpert. 
Waldemar... . ‘** JERVIS. Bertram .. . . ‘* FisHyr. 
Wolfe. ..... ‘6 6 STEVENSON. Ethelinde. . . . Mrs. HuaHes. 
Bruno. . ... . ‘6 WALS8TEIN. Catharine. . . . ‘* Fisazr. 
Guiseppe. . .. . ‘¢ SoMERVILLE. Edith . . .. . ‘¢ STEVENSOR. 
Solomon .... . ‘6 RoBERTS. Mme. Steinheim. . ‘* ALLEN. 


Mr. Burroughs soon after left the establishment. 
“Cherry Bounce” was first played here on the 14th, thus cast: 


Oldrentz . . .. . Mr. Roseats. Spinage . . . . Mr. J. Herpgrr. 
Gregory ..... ‘© A. SIMPSON. Mrs. Homespun . . Mrs. WaLsrein. 
Gammon .... . ‘6 Wray. 


June 17th. Miss Aspinall—a pupil of Vestris—made her 
first appearance in New York in a grand Pas Seul. She 
became the wife of Mr. Moreland, by whose name she was 
long a favorite. 

Mr. H. Wallack made his first appearance on the 20th, as 
Frederick, in the “ Poor Gentleman.” 

Mr. Howard, formerly of the Park, made his first appear- 
ance in six years, a8 Henry Bertram, considerably improved 
in acting and singing. 

Mrs. Burke, now a widow, was next engaged, and made 
her re-appearance as Countess Rosalvina, on the evening of 
July 11th. 

Mr. Garner, formerly of the Park, appeared on the 15th, as 
Count Belino. 

Mr. Kilner wound up the season (which terminated on the 
22d) by appearing for a few nights in a round of his favorite 
characters. 

The recess continued until the 15th of August, when the 
entertainments were resumed under the direction of Mr. 
Henry Wallack as stage-manager. 

Mr. Barriere presented, on the opening night, the comedy 
of the “Honeymoon,” with Mr. H. Wallack and Mrs. Waring 
as Duke Aranza and Juliana; the beautiful ballet panto- 
mime of “Red Ridinghood,” with Mrs. H. Wallack as the 
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heroine; and “Fortune’s Frolic,” with Durang as Robin 
Roug head. 

Sept. 6th. “Sweethearts and Wives” was played for the 
first time here, rivaling the Park in the excellence of its 
representation. Roberts was the Billy Lackaday ; Herbert, the 
Admiral ; Thayer, Charles Franklin; Mrs. Waring, Eugenia ; 
Mrs. Hughes, Laura; and Mrs. Walstein, Mrs. Bell. 

A new farce, called “Tribulation,” was first acted on the 
12th, with Herbert as Dorningion, Thayer as Sir George 
Faddle, Mrs. Entwistle as Mrs. ‘Dashmore, and Mrs. H. Wal- 
lack as Mrs. Dornington. 

On the 13th, Miss Riddle made her first appearance in 
New York, as Emily Worthington. Though extremely youth- 
ful, her merit soon attracted attention, and during this en- 
gagement, ahe appeared with success as Rosalie Somers, Paul, 
(* Wandering Boys”) Virginia; and, for her benefit on the 
28th of October, as Cora and Little Pickle. 

After an absence from New York of more than a quarter of a 
century, during which, as Mrs. W. H. Smith, she had played with 
distinguished success at Philadelphia and Boston, and ranked 
with the first favorites of the day, particularly in comedy of 
every grade, she re-appeared in 1856, at Laura Keene’s Thea- 
tre, and at Burton’s in 1857-8, in the line of middle-aged, 
fashionable dowagers, country women and Abigails of all de- 
grees, with credit to herself and satisfaction to the public. 
Miss Riddle was born in Philadelphia, and made her début on 
the Stage in that city at the Walnut Street Theatre, in 1823, as 
Charles, in “Laugh When You Can.” "She last played in New 
York at the Winter Garden, 1859~’60. She took her farewell 
of the Stage at the Howard Atheneum, Boston, February, 
1861, and died in that city a few months after, of a lingering 
and painful illness. Her daughter, Mrs. Sedley Brown, has 
since become a favorite comedienne. 

On the 19th, the “Lady of the Lake” was produced with 
brilliant success. The scenery, dresses and appointments 
were of such unusual excellence, and the various Scottish 
marches, dances and vocal music introduced with such effect, 
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that its performance created a perfect furor throughout the 
community. Its cast was also of extraordinary merit, and 
the acting of Scott and Wallack caused much controversy as 
to which ia iy the greater ability. It stood thus: 


Fitz James... Scort. Malise. . . 2 « Mr. Wray. 
Roderick Dhu . . . Me H. WALLAOK. John of Brent . . ‘“ Pgreieg. 
Earl Douglas . . . ‘* ROBERTSON. Red Murdock. . . ‘* Dtkana. 
Malcolm... . . ‘¢ STEVENSON. Lady Margaret . . Mrs, W aLsrTsgin. 
Allan Bain. . . . ‘f Howarp. Ellen . ... . H. WaALLACcK. 
Brian. .... =. 6 WALSTEIN. Blanche ... . ‘* WaRina. 
Bertram .... . ‘¢ STEVENSON. 

On the 20th, Mr. Keene commenced an engagement as 
Young Meadows. 


The “Lady of the Lake” was performed for the sixteenth 
time on the 6th of October, and, as an afterpiece on the same 
evening, was produced, for the first time, a domestic opera 
written by Samuel Woodworth, with music composed by 
John Davies—the first play introducing the Yankee charac- 
ter that has retained possession of the stage. It was called 
the “Forest Rose, or ee Farmers,” and its cast stood 


thus: 

Miller. . .... Mr. SomMmRVILLE, Waiter . .... Mr. Brgrs. 
Blandford . . . . ‘* HOWARD. Lydia. ... . Mrs. H. Waiack. 
Bellamy . ... . ‘6 THAYER. Harriet . . 1. “« BURKE. 
William . . . % KEENE. Sally... 0.) ‘«  LAcComMBR. 
Jonathan. ... . ‘¢ A. SIMPSON. Rose. ..... Miss EBRRLE. 


Of those engaged in its performance, the author in his pre- 
face to the published work, remarks that “Mrs. Burke raised 
the character of the volatile Harriet tar above my hopes and 
anticipations, while the drooping Lydia, as portrayed by Mrs. 
Wallack, excited the sympathy and affection of all. Mrs. La- 
combe rendered the frolicsome Sally a very efficient personage 
in the play; and even the black Rose received a real beauty 
and fragrance from the pretty Miss Eberle. The part of 
Blandford is trifling in itself, but was rendered very interest- 
ing by the vocal powers of Mr. Howard, for whom the songs 
were expressly written and composed. Mr. Keene very gen- 
erously consented to play the jealous William, a character tar 
below his talents and just pretensicns, but which was thus 
rendered very attractive. Mr. Thayer, as Bellamy, needs no 
praise—the unanimous voice of a very numerous and respect- 
able audience pronounced it to be an excellent representa- 
tion. Simpson’s Jonathan was every way equal to my hopes 
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and wishes; and the respectable old Jersey Farmer, as por- 
trayed by Mr. Somerville, was eminently calculated to elevate 
the character of our ‘lords of the soil’” The music of the 
piece was of a very pleasing style, and was long popular, but 
is now mostly omitted in representation. The play itself is 
superior to nine-tenths of its class, and the character of Jona- 
than was one of the late “Yankee” Hill’s most effective per- 
sonations. 

Oct. 10th. Mr. Maywood made his first appearance since 
his return from Europe, in the characters of Shylock and 
Donald, and was received with the welcome due to an old 
and valued friend. He played during his first engagement, 
Reuben Glenroy, Count de Croissy, Rob Roy, Lovell, Virginius, 
and for his benefit on the 26th, Gambia, in the “Slave,” and 
Carwin, in “Therese.” He was immediately re-engaged, and, 
in addition toa repetition of former characters, appeared as 
Orozembo, in “ Pizarro,” Sir Pertinax McSycophant, and for 
his benefit, Nov. 17th, as King Lear, and Abednego in “ Jew 
and Doctor.” On this occasion, Mr. Turnbull, formerly of the 
Park, made his first appearance in New York for twenty years, 
as the Earl of Gloster. His daughter, a fair and interesting 
child, also appeared as one of the Pages. Without possessing 
much dramatic merit, her beauty, grace and modesty finally 
won her many admirers on the Park Stage, where she was 
known successively as Miss Turnbull, Mrs. C. Pritchard, and 
Mrs. Lovell. When very young, she married a son of the late 
tragedian Pritchard, formerly of the Park. He was accident- 
ally killed in 1834, by falling through the hoistway of a store, 
in which he was employed as clerk. After a long widowhood, 
she married Mr. H. V. Lovell in the spring of 1843. She was 
afterward the leading actress of the Albany Theatre, but is 
now living in retirement, and again a widow. 

The Misses Eberle were also very beautiful and attractive 
young girls in the Chatham company. Fine figures, hand- 
some features, blonde complexions, musical voices, unfailing 
spirits, and perfect confidence, acquired for both in other 
cities a high repute as comic actresses and vocalists. Cham- 

62 


490 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


bermaids and hoydens have rarely been better played than by 
these sisters, but both were lacking in the dignity and sensi- 
bility requisite for tragedy, and in that refinement and polish 
of manner so essential to genteel comedy. Both were born in 
Philadelphia, and both made their first appearance on the 
stage of the Chestnut Street Theatre, in 1824, as Singing 
Fairies, in “Cherry and Fair Star.” Miss Sophia Eberle, in 
1828, married Mr. Charles Laforest, a noted equestrian, and is 
last remembered at the National Theatre in this city in 1848. 
Miss Elizabeth Eberle, the more distinguished of the two, be- 
came Mrs. W. Kent, was in New York in 1887, and afterward 
enjoyed the greatest popularity at Philadelphia and Cincin- 
nati, at which latter city she died of cholera, July 21st, 1850. 

Signora Bartolina, an Italian vocalist of merit, first appeared 
in America at this establishment, on the 21st November. She 
sung several serious pieces, and a comic canzonette, “ Fillidi 
si tutta Grazia,” with great applause. This was the first 
Italian vocalism heard in the United States, preceding, bya 
week, the debut of Garcia’s troupe at the Park. 

Dec. 16th. Mrs. Greene, a pleasing vocalist, made her 
first appearance in America. She was in New York for two 
or three seasons, and was the wife of a musician in the or- 
chestra. 

Dimond’s melo-drama of the “ Aithiop” was produced for 
the first time here on the 19th, with unexampled magnifi- 
cence of scenery, dresses and decorations, and, like the “ Lady 
of the Lake,” had a long-protracted run: It was thus cast: 


Zthiop . ... - Mr. H. WALLAOK. Constantine . . . Mr. Prerars. 
Almanzor » «  Scort. Orasmyn . . . . Mre. H. Waraog. 
Giaffer . . 2... ‘6 6 DURANG, Cephania. . . . ‘* Hu@HES. 
Alexis. 2. . 2. . ‘¢ Howarp. Immyne .... ‘* Lacomss. 
Ben Moussaff . . . ‘* ROBERTS. Grimnigra . . . ‘* WatLsrern. 
Noureddin . . . . ‘ TURNRULEL Grumnilda . . . ‘* Stevensox. 
Mustapha... . ‘“ HERBERT. LOG 0%. 42 ard 4 “Waring, 


Mrs. Waring took her benefit on the 7th, when she per 
formed the character of Madame de Guise, in a new piece 
called the “Rochester of France,” with the aid of Mr. Bur- 
roughs (for that night only) as Richelieu. 

Mr. Somerville brought out the “ Fortunes of Nigel” for his 
benefit, on the 31st, wherein he supported very happily the 
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character of James I He was ably supported by Henry 
Wallack as Trapbois, Scott as Herriot, Mrs. Hughes as Lady 
Hermione, and Mrs. Waring as Margaret Ramsay. 

The season terminated on the 18th of February, 1826, and 
was the last of Mr. Barriere’s management, his death occurring 
on the 21st of the same month. 

Tue Laravetre AMPHITHEATRE, & building owned by C. W. 
Sandford, Esq., and situated on the westerly side of Laurens 
Street, about one hundred feet north of Canal Street, was first 
opened to the public on the 4th of July, 1825. It was de- 
voted to the usual exercises of the Circus, with the additional 
performance of equestrian dramas, farces and ballets. 

Mr. Burroughs was the acting-manager, Mr. Dinneford, 
stage-manager, and Mr. Hunter, Director of the Circle. 

An opening address, written by Woodworth, was delivered 
by Mr. Dinneford. 

The combined dramatic and equestrian corps included 
(during the season) the names of Thompson, Lawson, Mes- 
tayer, H. Eberle, D. Eberle, Morrison, Stickney, Tatnall, 
Richer, Madden, A. Herbert, Richards, Harrington, (the 
clown) the youthful wonders, Laforest, Whitaker and Ba- 
con, Mrs, Tatnall, Mrs. Pelby, Mrs. Monier, Mrs. Godey, Mrs. 
Ford, Mrs. Edstrom, Miss Pelby, Miss Mestayer, and others. 

Miss Ophelia Pelby here first attracted notice in New York, 
although she had appeared previously at the Broadway Circus. 
She was born at Baltimore, July 23d, 1813, and first appeared 
on the stage at Boston, as Cora’s Child, in 1815. She now 
came out as Little Red Ridinghood, and her grace and beauty 
rendered the performance very pleasing. In 1830, Miss Pelby 
was at the Bowery Theatre, enjoying high popularity, and giv- 
ing evidence of ability which in after years ranked her among 
the best of American actresses. She was afterward princi- 
pally attached to the Boston theatres, where, as Mrs. Ander- 
son, she was greatly admired. Her last appearance in New 
York was at the New Chatham Theatre, in the character of 
Jane Shore, June 29th, 1841. She died, after a long illness, at 
Roxbury, Mass., January 25th, 1852. 
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Miss Ann Maria Mestayer first appeared here in a pas seul, 
August 31st, 1825. She was born at Philadelphia, and had 
first appeared there, as a child, in the Chestnut Street Theatre. 
As she progressed in years, she developed beauties of face and 
person rarely equaled, and exhibited talents of a high order. 
But with every natural requisite for success in all the depart- 
ments of the drama, she has fallen short of real excellence 
in any, unless we accord her the merit of superiority in the 
“Murdered Milkmaid and Hatchet of Horror” line. In gen- 
teel comedy, this lady (now Mrs. Charles Thorne) had a mar- 
velous propensity to overact, and in tragedy, generally, was 
very far away from home. With a voice of a quality to 
be envied by prima donnas, she neglected instruction, and 
acquired none of the skill or flexibility of an accomplished 
vocalist. She appeared to the most advantage as a busy, 
bustling, intriguing chambermaid, or country hoyden, and 
perhaps, in these lines, we may say she has not had many 
superiors. Miss Mestayer was for a time known as Mrs. 
French. She became Mrs. Thorne in 1831, and ever after 
enjoyed the highest popularity in the minor theatres of this 
city, especially at the New Chatham, where, under her hus- 
band’s management, in 1840-41, &c., she was the mainstay of 
the establishment, and the heroine of a thousand melo-dra- 
matic monstrosities. Mrs. Emily Jordan is her daughter. 

Mr. Harry Eberle, a native of Philadelphia, was a comedian 
of considerable merit. He had first attempted tragedy in that 
city, appearing as folla, in 1823, but soon discovered that 
comedy was his forte, and therein acquired much repute at 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, &c. He played last in New York at 
the old National Theatre, 8 40-41, and died in his native 
city, January 19th, 1842. 

Mr. David Eberle also first appeared on the stage of life 
and its counterpart at Philadelphia, where he was afterward 
for many years attached to the Walnut Street Theatre. He 
died there, September 8th, 1864, aged 63 years. 

Mr. Charles Eberle was another brother, slightly known in 
New York. He was one of the victims of the Lexington 
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steamer’s conflagration in Long Island Sound, January, 
1840. 

These gentlemen were brothers of Mrs. Kent and Mrs. La- 
forest. 

In consequence of the death of Mr. Barriere, late manager 
of the Chatham Theatre, the lease of that establishment was 
assigned to Mr. Henry Wallack, who re-opened it on the 20th 
of March, 1826, with the play of “Pizarro” and the farce of 
the “ Poor Soldier.” 

The first new piece presented was M. Lewis's version of the 
‘Bravo of Venice,” previously dramatized by Mr. Dunlap, 
under the name of “ Absellino.” The present, entitled “ Ru- 
gantino,” was thus cust: 


Rugantino . . . Mr. Soorr. Stephano... . Mr. RoBeEats. 
Contarini. . .. . ‘ STEVENSON. Memno. ... . ss A. SIMPSON, 
Paroszsi . . . . . ‘© ROBERTSON. Rosabella . . . . Mrs. HuegHes, 
Falierl . .... s© DURANG. Camilla. . . . . ‘© WALSTEIN. 


April 14th. The musical drama called the “Castle of Anda- 
lusia” was first played here, with the following cast, and 
became very popular: 


Alphonso. ... . Mr. Howarp. Philip. . .. . Mr. STgvENsonN. 
Don Scipio . . . . ‘** HERBERT. Juan. ... . ‘¢ A. PRILLIPS. 
Sanguino. ... . ** Scott. Victoria. . . . Mrs. Lacomsg. 
Pedrillo . . . . ‘© RoBeERts. Lorenza . . . . Miss RIppLe. 
Spado. .... . ‘* A. SIMPSON. Catalina . . . . Mrs. H. WALLAOK. 


May 8th. Mr. Thayer received a hearty welcome, on his first 
appearance this season, as Tristram Fickle. 

Mr. Hyatt was also engaged, and made his bow on the 9th, 
as Zekiel Homespun and Gregory Redtail. 

Mr. Maywood was next announced as a star, in the char- 
acters of Shylock and Donald, on the 10th. 

A new comedy, called “Love and Gout,” was brought out 
on the 17th, thus cast: 


Sir Simon Gander . . Mr. HERBERT. McDrudge. . . . Mr. ANDERSON. 
Old Ardent... . ‘* Roberts. Lucy .. . .-. Mrs. H. WALLACK. 
Buss .... . ‘¢ THAYER. Lady Gander. . . ‘* ENTWISTLE. 
Rosty. .... . ‘S A. PHILLIPS. Miss Darnley . . . Miss Rippig. 


May 18th. For the benefit of the widow and children of the 
late Mr. Barriere, Mr. Maywood represented his favorite char- 
acter of Sir Pertinaz, in the “Man of the World.” Mrs. 
Entwistle was the Lady Rodolpha, which she personated with 
all her wonted ease and gayety. 

May 23d. Mr. and Mrs. Duff commenced an engagement, 
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the latter as Eugenia, in the “Foundling of the Forest ;” the 
former as Bertrand and the Three Singles. 

May 29th. The operatic spectacle of “Don Giovanni” was 
brought out, with new scenery, dresses, &c., and proved very 
attractive, with the following cast: 


Giovanni. . .. . Mr. H. WaLuaok. Lopezs . ... . Mr. Cara. 

Don Pedro. . .. . ‘© Scort. Elvira. ... . Mrs. ENTWISTLE. 

Octavio .... . ‘6 STEVENSON. Leonora. .. . ‘* LacomBr. 

Leporello. . . . ‘¢ RoBERrts. Zerlina. . . . . ‘6 WaRING. 

Massetto . ... . ‘6 Howargp. Maria. .... ‘6 STEVENSON. 
Principal Dancers . . . . . . Mr. F. Duraxe and Mrs. H. WALLAcK. 


Mr. Conway made his first appearance in this Theatre, June 
5th, as Beverly, in the “Gamester,” ably supported by Scott 
as Stukely, H. Wallack as Lewson, and Mrs. Duff as Mrs. 
Beverly. He was greatly praised by the critics, from one of 
whom, however, to prove the standing of Mrs. Duff, we copy 
the following: “Fine as was the acting of Conway, we will 
venture to say that a greater than Conway was there, for Mrs. 
Duff was unquestionably the presiding spirit of the hour. 
The opinion lately expressed by a contemporary, that this 
lady is superior to any actress on the American or British 
Stage, we think, has every probability of being correct; and 
we are more and more inclined to believe in it every time we 
witness her performance.” 

Mrs. Duff and Mr. Conway appeared together in “ Macbeth,” 
“Venice Preserved,” “Romeo and Juliet,’ “Pizarro,” the 
“Stranger,” “ Apostate,” &c. 

On the 15th, a drama by George P. Morris, called “ Brier 
Cliff, or a Tale of the Revolution,” was first put upon the 
stage, and met with very decided success. It had some 
strongly marked and well-contrasted characters, and, being 
carefully played, retained a long popularity. It was thus 
cast: 


Onalaska. . . . . Mr. Scorr. Parson Shepherd . Mr. WaAtLsrTeEIx. 
Lord Howe . . » ‘* Herbert, John McArthur . . ‘* ANDERSON. 
Maj. Waldron . . . DURANG. Miss Jansen . . . Mre. WaLstgEIn. 
Capt. Musgrave. . . ‘* THAYER. Mary Jansen. . . ‘4 Waring. 
Alfred Leslie. . . . ‘* Durr. Mrs. Shepherd . . ‘* Lacomus. 
Eugene Grant . . . ‘* STEVENSON. Maud... . . ‘ STEVENSON. 
Doct. Meredith. . . ‘* Rosgrts. Crazy Bet .. “Derr. 


Mr. Conway took his benefit on the 26th, presenting “Julius 
Cesar,” with the following fine distribution of the leading 
parts, viz.: Scott as Julius Cesar, H. Wallack as Marc Antony, 
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Conway as Brutus, Duff as Cassius, Mrs. Duff as Portia, and 
Mrs. Wallack as Calphurnia. 

For Miss Riddle’s benefit, on the 29th, after the perform- 
ance of “Adrian and Orilla,” with the beneficiary as Orilla, 
and Mrs. Duff as Madame Clermont, Mr. Ludlow, a well-known 
Western actor, made his first appearance in New York, as 
Young Wilding, in the “ Liar.” 

July Ist. On the occasion of Mr. Scott’s benefit, Mr. Bernard 
made his début in New York, as Frank Poppleton, in “Too Late 
for Dinner.” He was afterward at the Lafayette and Bowery 
Theatres, and married the beautiful Miss Tilden, heretofore 
alluded to. 

Mrs. Walstein took her benefit on the 14th, when Mr. and 
Mrs. Barnes made their first and only appearance on the 
Chatham Stage, as Sir Peter and Lady Teazle. 

A Mr. Field, from Boston, appeared on the 15th, for Mr. 
Thayer’s benefit, as Young Norval. We are under the impres- 
sion that this young man was Joseph M. Field, since deceased, 
as he played in Boston the following year, notwithstanding 
his first appearance on the stage was announced at the Park 
Theatre several years later. 

The same evening, Mr. Thomas Placide, from the New 
Orleans Theatre, first appeared in New York, as Andrew Bang, 
in “Love, Law and Physic.” A year or so after he was engaged 
at the Park, where he was kept in a very subordinate range 
of parts until the first representation of “Cinderella,” in 1830, 
when he was intrusted with the character of Pedro, which he 
played with such ludicrous effect that he extorted the warmest 
approbation from the most fastidious. Thereafter he made 
rapid improvement, and was soon acknowledged to be a very 
capital low comedian, and as such has played in the principal 
theatres of the Union. As a chaste and finished actor, how- 
ever, he bears no comparison with his elder brother, Henry, 
his style being better adapted to the exaggerations of farce, 
rather than the more legitimate exhibitions of genuine 
comedy. He was for several seasons a resident of New Orleans, 
where he conducted a theatre called Placide’s Varieties. 
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The Chatham season ended on the 17th, with Mr. H. Wal- 
lack’s benefit. Preparations were immediately made for a 
thorough renovation of the establishment, and during the 
recess it was refitted, refurnished and newly painted through- 
out. Mr. F. Grain and Mr. J. Jefferson were the principal 
decorative artists, and their taste and skill rendered the house 
one of the most beautiful in the Union. Mr. Henry Wallack 
continued as lessee and manager, and the stage department 
was intrusted to Mr. Booth, whose superior judgment ren- 
dered the general getting up of the performances worthy of 
the highest praise. In fact, nothing ever equaled the system 
and regularity of the stage during Mr. Booth’s three months’ 
connection with its management. In addition to the pro- 
prietor and his lady, the company consisted of Messrs. Scott, 
Blake, Howard, Roberts, Herbert, A. Simpson, Moreland, Du- 
rang, Stevenson, Anderson, A. Phillips, Turnbull, T. Placide, 
Herbert, Jr.. Wray, Parker and Darke, with Mesdames Ent- 
wistle, Blake, (late Waring) Jones, Lacombe, Greene, Steven- 
son, Dennis, &c. 

The theatre re-opened, to a crowded audience, on the 9th of 
October, 1826. A poetical address was spoken by Mrs. Blake, 
and a National Anthem, arranged by Mr. Green, sung by the 
whole company. The other entertainments were the comedy 
of “Speed the Plough,” with the following cast: 


Sir A. Handy . . . Mr. HeErsent. Evergreen. . . . Mr. TURNBULL. 
Sir P. Blanford . . . ‘* Scort. Lady Handy . . . Mrs. Lacomse. 
Bob Handy .. .. ‘** H. WatLbaox. Miss Bianford. . . ‘* BLaxg. 
Ashfield . . . . . ‘¢ Roberts. Dame Ashfield . . ‘* Joxgs. 
Henry. . ... . ‘« BLAKE. Susan Ashfield . . ‘“* H. Watrack, 


and the farce of “Three and the Deuce.” 


Three Singles . . . Mr. BLAKE. Mons. Renard . . Mr. T. Pracrpe. 
Touchit . ... . ‘© A. PHILLIPS. Emily . . . © Mrs. H. Wartaox. 
McFloggan .. . . ‘** ANDERSON. Phebe . . . . Dennis. 
Frank Woodbin. . . ‘* A. SIMPSON, Tatiline . - . . * DLacomsa. 


On the 16th, Mr. Booth made his first appearance, since his 
return from Europe, as Richard IIL 

Nov. 2d. Mr. Hamblin made his first appearance in this 
theatre, as Hamlet. 

He was soon after combined with Mr. Booth, and played 
Othello to his Iago, Rolla to his Orozembo, Brutus to his 
Cassius, &c. 
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During this month, Mr. Booth several times appeared as 
Roderick Dhu, in the “Lady of the Lake,” displaying unap- 
proachable superiority in the character. 

Nov. 14th. A French company appeared in the vaude- 
ville of “Michael et Christine.” Messrs. Victor, D’Arme, 
Alexandre and M’lle Beauvallet were in the cast. 

Nov. 29th. The charming Miss Twibill (afterward Mrs. 
Flynn) made her first appearance in the regular drama, as 
Rosalie Somers, being simply announced as a young lady. 

Dec. 7th. Mr. George P. Morris had a benefit, when his 
drama of “Brier Cliff” was performed, with Miss Twibill in 
the part of Mary Jansen, and Maywood as Onalaska. 

Dec. 13th. The once greatly esteemed Dwyer made his 
first appearance in five years, as Goldfinch, and went through 
with a round of light comedy parts, taking his benefit on the 
27th, in the character of St. Alme, in “Deaf and Dumb.” 

Dec. 14th. “Rob Roy” was given with an excellence 
probably never equaled on our Stage, Mr. Booth representing 
the Scottish chieftain; Mr. H. Wallack, Rashleigh; Mr. How- 
ard, Francis; Mr. Maywood, the Baillie; Mr. Scott, Sir F. 
Vernon; Mrs. Blake, Die Vernon; Mrs. Entwistle, Helen Mc- 
Gregor; and Mrs. Wallack, Mattie. 

Dec. 28th. Mr. J. J. Adams, who had lately re-appeared 
at the Park, first played here as Othello, and on the 30th ap- 
peared as Rolla and Young Wilding for his benefit. 

The Irish farce called “Botheration” was brought out with 
great success on the 29th, thus cast: 


Thady O’Blarney . . Mr. ANDERSON. Lady Apes . . . Mrs, Jonss. 

. Jack Hopeful .. . ‘“* BLAKE. Mrs. Varnish. . . ‘* STEVENSON. 
Varnish . . ... ‘© 6 STEVENSON. Rose .... +s ‘© WALLAOK. 
Dr. Wisepate . . . ‘* A. PHILLIPS. 


Jan. 15th, 1827. “Sylla.” a tragedy, from the French of 
Jouy, was played with considerable success, as follows: 


Sylla . 6 8 & «6 % Mr. Boor. > Faustus . . . . Mr. BLAKE. 
Roscius .... . ‘so OH, WALLAOK Valeria . . . . Mrs. BLaks. 
Claudius. ... . ‘« Sco 


On the 17th, the translator had his benefit. 

Jan, 22d. Knowles’ national play of “Brian Boroihme” 
was brought out, with every attention to correctness of scenery, 
costumes and appointments, and was played with so much 
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merit, that it had a run of over thirty nights. Mr. Anderson 
made the part of Terence entirely his own, and has never since 
been equaled in it. The entire cast stood as follows: 


Brian Boroihme . . Mr. Scort. Tormagnus .. . Mr. Duraze. 
O’Donohue ... . “ H. WaAtLrack. Voltimar . . . . ‘* Marwoop. 
cred A More .. . ‘* STEVENSON. Udislaus . . . . ‘4 COLLINGBOURNE 
Roderick . . .. . “ ~6BLakE. Erina . ...- . Mrs. Buaxe. 
Terence . ~ 6 « . * ANDERSON, Emma..... ‘6 WALLACE. 
Chief Bard .. ‘© Howagp. Elgitha . . . ©  ENrwist.e. 


For Mrs. Wallack’s benefit, on the 7th of March, the ballet 
of “Flora’s Birthday” was produced, with the fair beneficiary 
and Mr. Parker as the principals. At this time the lady was 
regarded as the most graceful dancer in the city. On this 
occasion, we first remember the little Misses Sarah and Jane 
Parker, whose infantile grace and winning manners after- 
ward rendered them great favorites as dancers on the Park 
Stage, to which they were attached for several years. One of 
them married Mr. Greenwood, a merchant on the west side of 
the town, and the other for a long period assisted her father 
in his dancing academy. 

For Mr. Anderson’s benefit on the 16th, O’Keefe’s “ London 
Hermit” (played a few times at the Park in 1815) was revived, 
with the following cast: 


Tally . .. . . . Mr. ANDERSON. John Gram .. . Mr. F. Durane. 
Old Pranks... . ‘“* MHERBERr. Toby Thatch. . . ‘* COLLINGBOUREE. 
Young Seca wage . . . * He. Warrack. Diana... .. Mrs. Lacomss. 
Hous Mags ° . . ‘f §PEVENSON. Mrs.Maggs . . . ‘“* Jonrs. 

Natty Mag . ‘“ TT. PLacips. Kitty . . . . . ‘© WaLLaox. 


The « «Battle of Bothwell Brig” was also brought out, with 
the following cast, in which Mr. Maywood made a most con- 


spicuous figure : 

Major Bellenden . . Mr. HERsesr. 3 rh Margaret . . Mrs. Jowns. 
Henry Morton . . . ‘4 Stevgenson. [| Edith . ... . “« Lacomse. 
Jonn Balfour . . . ‘4 Scort. Seannts a ¥ oe © Watiaok. 
Cuddie Headrig . . MArwoop. Mause..... ‘6 STEVENSON. 


Mr. Jonathan D. Stevenson, proprietor of the saloons of the 
Theatre, had a benefit on the 19th. He was afterward a well- 
known city politician, and attracted considerable attention 
also during the war with Mexico. 

March 21st. Was produced the drama of the “ Pilot,” wherein 
Mr. Scott made his greatest hit as Long Tom Coffin, re- 
taining the name as a sobriquet to the day of his death. He 
was ably sustained by Maywood as Paul Jones, Herbert as 
Col. Howard, Alex. Simpson as Sergt. Drill, and Mrs, Wal- 
lack as Kate Plowden. The “ Pilot” had a protracted run. 
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In the latter part of April, Mr. and Mrs. Hamblin were 
engaged, opening as Feliz and Violante, in the “Wonder ;” 
and soon after the public was astounded by the sudden 
closing of the establishment, in the midst, as was supposed, 
of unbounded prosperity. Mr. Wallack had previously offered 
the lease for sale, and it was now rumored that he was 
bankrupt, and that an execution levied on his property was 
the immediate cause of breaking up the establishment. This 
was the last fashionable season at the Chatham Theatre; it — 
passed rapidly through the hands of many succeeding mana- 
gers, most of whom lost either money or credit in endeavor- 
ing to resuscitate its failing fortunes. The immovable sta- 
bility of the Park, the opening of the new Bowery Theatre, 
the performances at the Lafayette and Mount Pitt concerns, 
and the attractive summer concerts at Castle Garden, so di- 
vided the patronage of the public, that this once popular 
place of amusement never regained its former ascendency. 
On its present closing, the members of the company betook 
themselves to the Broadway Circus, which they opened on 
the 1st of June. After a short season, however, they broke 
up in debt and confusion. 

We turn to the Larayetre Taeatre, as the ex-Amphitheatre 
in Laurens Street was now called. Mr. Sandford having made 
other disposition of his equestrian corps, confined his efforts 
here solely to the stage. It was re-opened for the season on 
the 4th of July, 1826, with the farce of the “Three Hunch- 
backs,” and (for the first time in America) the popular minor 
drama called the “Dumb Girl of Genoa.” The latter was 


thus cast: 

Strapado. ... . Mr. BuRRovaus. Justin. . ... Mr. FisHer. 
Antonio » + « « ‘f THOMPSON. Moco .... . ‘* H. EBsRLB. 
Desperetta . . . . ‘* STICKNEY. Julietta . . . . Mrs, Gopgy. 
Count. ..-.. -; ‘¢  DINNBFORD. 


To give a better idea of the capacity of the company, we 
transcribe the bill for the next evening, July 6th: 
She Stoops to Conquer; 


Sir C. Marlow . . . Mr. Jonss. Tony Lumpkin . . Mr. Hyrart. 
Young Marlow . . . ‘* BLAKE. Mrs. Hardcastle . . Mrs. FISHER. 
Hardcastle . . . . ‘“f FISHER. Miss Hardcastle . . Miss TILDEN. 
Hastings. .- .. - “© BERNABD. Miss Neville . . . Mrs. Jones. 


bY ei ate th cc ee OR ot Se we Miss Sorpuia EBERLE. 
PasSeul . .. +. © © © © «© «© «© Mrs. Goper. 
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And The Hunter of the Alps. 

Felix: i. a: As owe, Mr. BLaxkez. Children . . . . Misses Fisuen. 
Rosalvi . ... . «FISHER. Helena. . . « Mrs, FIsseEnr. 
Jeronymo .. . . ‘“ JONES. Genevieve. . .. ‘f DINNEFORD. 
Baptiste . . ... ‘¢ DD. EBERLE Ninetta. . « Miss E. Esxrce. 


Miss Tilden had made her début at the Chatham, in 1824, 
and was now an agreeable and lady-like actress. 

July 6th. First night of Mrs. Pelby, as Catharine, in “Tam- 
ing of the Shrew,” and Mariette, in the “Floating Beacon.” 

July 7th. Mr. Lindsley, formerly of the Park, appeared, 
after several years’ absence, as Dr. Dablanceur, in the “ Budget 
of Blunders.” 

July 14th. Little Miss Pelby appeared, with great success, 

as the Four Mowbrays, in “Old and Young,” its first represent- 
ation in New York. Mr. Thompson played Old Wilton, and 
Mr. Hyatt, Peter. 

July 18th. Messrs. Thayer and Roberts, from the Chathan, 
made their first appearance here, as Gossamer and Bonus, in 
‘Laugh When You Can.” : 

Mr. and Mrs. Duff were next engaged, and the brilliant 
and beautiful lady made her first appearance here on the 
20th, as Juliet. She had the respectable support of Bur- 
roughs, as Romeo, while the gay Mercutio was admirably rep- 
resented by Thayer. 

July 22d. Mr. Duff’s first night, as Lord Hastings, in 
“Jane Shore;” and Tristram Fickle, in the “ Weathercock.” 
Mrs. Duff was, of course, the wretched heroine, and Mrs. 
Pelby, Alicia. During their engagement, which lasted over 
two months, Mrs. Duff personated the characters of Florinda, 
Mrs. Haller, Eugenia, (“Foundling of the Forest”) Angela, 
Jeannie Deans, Ella Rosenberg, Annette, (“Maid and Magpie”) 
Madame Clermont, Lady Randolph and Siatira ; and her hus- 
band appeared as Malec, Sir Lucius O'Trigger, Stranger, 
Count de Valmont, Earl Osmond, Storm, the Three Singles, 
Duke Aranza, Prince Altenberg, Murtoch Delany, Glenalvon 
and Alezander the Great—an example of meritorious versa- 
tility rarely equaled. 

July 26th. A Mr. Doyne made his first appearance, as 
Terry O'Rourke. 
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Aug. 7th. Dibdin’s farce of the “Two Gregories,” first per- 
formed in New York, with the annexed cast: 


John Bull . . . . Mr. Fisnue. Mr. Gregory . . . Mr. DINNWEFORD. 
Lafrance »- »« « « $f Liwpsrer. Mrs. Gregory . . Mrs. FisHEr. 
Gregory . .-.. .- ‘© Ropaets. Fanchette. . . . Miss TILDEN. 


Aug. 21st. The celebrated drama, called the “ Avenger, or 
the Moor of Sicily,” was first brought out, with entire new 
scenery by Grain and Huggins, and very elegant costumes 
by A. J. Allen, and met with great success, cast in the fol- 
lowing manner: 


John di Procida. . . Mr. Bur: ovags. Ubaldo. . .. . Mr. TAatNAaLL. 
Count Bernaldo. . . ‘* LInNDSLEY. Maggorino ... ‘“ MHyart. 
Allesandro . .. . ‘* ‘THAYER. Valentina. . . . Miss TILDEN. 
Bernard ..... ‘6 - DINNEFORD. Stella  ... .» Mrs. PELBY. 
Maloour .... . ‘6 WALSTEIN. Bella... . « ‘6 6 DINNEFORD. 


Sept.4th. Mr. Lamb, formerly of the Chatham Garden and 
Summer Concerts, made his first appearance in four years, as 
Harry Blunt, in the “Turnpike Gate.” 

Sept. 6th. For Mrs. Pelby’s benefit, the “Idiot Witness” 
was first played, as follows: 


Siear Arnaud . . . Mr. TroMpson. Gilbert. . . . . Mr. Burrovuaas. 
Robert Arnaud . . . ‘‘ BRRNARD. Walter Arlington . Mrs. Pevsy. 
Paul Tugscull - . ‘ Rosegrs. Dame Tugscull . . ‘* WaALSTEIN. 
Hans Gerthold . . . ‘“* Tatnatn. Janet . . - . * Epsrrom. 


Sept. 7th. Mrs. Stone and Miss Riddle made their first ap- 
pearance on this Stage—the former as Juliana, the latter as 
Volante and Little Pickle. 

Sept. 8th. For Mr. Blake’s benefit, in the farce of “Turn 
Out,” he first introduced to the public, as his wife, in the 
character of Marian Ramsay, the lately Mrs. Waring, of the 
Chatham. On that occasion, he first attempted an elderly 
character, Dr. Truckle, and the whole was rendered very at- 
tractive by the aid of Keene, the vocalist, as Somerville, Her- 
bert as Restive, and Hyatt as Gregory Redtail. 

Sept. 20th. Was performed the opera of “ Love ina Village,” 
with Lamb as Hawthorn, Keene as Young Meadows, and Mrs. 
Jefferson, the late favorite Mrs. Burke, (her first appear- 
ance here) as Rosetta. She also played Florella, in “My 
Grandmother,” and was welcomed with the greatest enthu- 
siasm. 

Several musical pieces were thenceforward produced, with 
much satisfaction to the audience. 
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October 3d. <A pretty little drama called the “ Trouba- 
dours” was very successfully represented as follows: 


Lysander. . .. . Mr. THAYER. Labonde . . . . Mr. Somenrvitiz. 
Joconde .... . ‘¢ ~~ Bu2ROUGHS. Mathilde . . . . Miss TrrpEx. 
Lucas... .. » ‘sé Harr. Jeannette. . . . ‘© RYDppLiE. 


Oct. 6th. Miss Riddle’s mother, a very respectable actress, 
made her first appearance here, as Ella Rosenberg, and Ed- 
mond, the Blind Boy. 

Oct. 16th. “Rob Roy” was brought out with great magnifi- 
cence, and with an increased orchestra, for which Mr. Milon 
was engaged as leader. Mr, P. K. Moran presided at the piano, 
and Mr. Willis, the celebrated Kent bugler, from West Point, 
also lent hisaid. On this occasion, Mrs. Sandford (the wife of 
the manager, and formerly Mrs. Holman) returned to the stage, 
after an absence of three years, and in the character of Diana 
Vernon, proved a most important attraction. The drama was 
very powerfully represented, with Burroughs as the hero, 
Keene as Francis, and Mrs. Stone as Helen McGregor. Mr. 
Somerville, as the “ Dougal creature,” received very emphatic 
commendation. 

Oct. 19th. A new farce, called “Three Deep,” was pro- 
duced, with Thayer as Tantalus Twist, Walstein as Capi. 
Courton, Tatnall as Le Savon, Mrs. Riddle as the Widow 
Ogieman, and Mrs. Walstein as Mrs. O’ Flounce. 

Oct. 26th. Mr. Alex. Wilson, last from New Orleans, made 
his first appearance as Bertram, and soon after personated 
Richard II., Sir Edward Mortimer, and Rolla. 

Nov. 2d. A play, called the “Banker of Rouen,” was first 
represented here, as follows: 


Du Quesne .. . . Mr. Maywoopn. Barbaroux . . . Myr. Tompson. 
Rousillon ~ © « « ** WaLstEin. Mme. Du Quesne. . Mrs. Stunz. 
Eugene. - « « « ‘* DINNEPORD. 


Nov. 21st. The “Old Oak Chest” was first played, for the 
benefit of Mrs. Fisher, with Burroughs as Tinico de Lasso, 
Thompson as Rodolph, Mrs. Fisher as Adriana, and Miss 
Riddle, Roda. 

The French company from the Chatham appeared on the 
28d, and played for a few nights. 

Dec. 4th. The equestrian opera of “Lodoiska” was 
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revived with great splendor, Keene being the Count Floreski, 
Burroughs, Kera Khan, and Mrs. Sandford the Princess Lodo- 
iska. Prudence, however, soon after counseled the closing 
of the dramatic season, and the establishment was hired to 
Mons. Villalave, the rope-dancer, who opened it with his 
troupe on the 18th of December. 

Mr. Sandford, not content with the management of one con- 
cern, during the summer of 1826 erected a building in Grand 
Street, opposite its junction with East Broadway, then called 
Harman Street, which he denominated the Mount Prrr Circus, 
It was first opened to the public on the &th day of November, 
1826, with a combined dramatic and equestrian company. Of 
its performances, we have retained no note. | 

In the summer of 1826, the Broapway Circus, after its de- 
sertion by the members of the Chatham Garden Company, 
was again occupied by Mr. Cowell, with his detachments of 
Stage and Ring performers. Mr. Young, formerly of the 
Park, here made his first appearance in eight years, with 
the support of Cowell, Gale, H. and W. Isherwood, Jones, 
Moreland, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs. Moreland, Mrs. Godey, &c. 


CHAPTER XXXITI. 


Park Theatre, 1826-7. 


HE managers of the Park Theatre, aware that they 

were to encounter an unusual opposition this season, 

particularly from the projected new establishment 
in the Bowery, not only secured a strong stock company, and 
the aid of several new and important stars, but took occasion, 
during the summer recess, to have the entire building re- 
painted and ornamented, in a very expensive and elegant 
manner, by the skillful hands of Messrs. Reinagle, Reinagle, 
Jr.. Evers and Serra. A new drop-scene was also executed 
by Mr. J. H. Wilkins. 

The comedy of “Paul Pry” and the farce of “Twas I” 
were advertised as the opening pieces on the 28th of August, 
1826,.but owing to some detention, Mr. Barnes, whose services 
were required in the performance, and who was absent from 
the city, did not arrive in season, and consequently “She 
Stoops to Conquer” and “Sprigs of Laurel” were substituted 
on the spur of the moment. 

The next night, the Garcia Opera Troupe appeared in “Sem- 
iramide,” and for a month gave two representations weekly, 
and on these nights the Park company were transferred to 
the Broadway Circus, where they delighted the residents of 
the then upper part of the city. 

On the 30th, Mr. Cooper appeared as Damon. His engage- 
ment terminated with his benefit on the 13th of September, 
when he appeared as Sir William Dorillon, in “Wives as They 
Were.” 
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Aug. 81st. “Der Freyschutz” was revived, with Mrs. 
Hackett as Linda, and Messrs. Denman and Boyle, two newly 
imported candidates for public favor, as Herman and Wil- 
helm. They did not realize the expectations of the audi- 
ence—the former was a cypher, and the latter, though a 
clever musician and afterward a great favorite at sacred 
concerts, was quite below the standard of Keene and Howard. 

Sept. 8th. A new and very amusing farce, called the 
“Scapegoat,” was first played in America, as follows: 


Old Eustace . . . . Mr. Feor. Ignatius Polyglot - Mr. Barnes. 
Charles . ... . ‘“ LBE | arriet . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Robin. . . . ‘* PLAOIDE. Molly Maggs. . . ‘* HACKETT. 


The “ Castle of Andalusia” was brought out on the 14th, 
and gave the vocal strength of the company a fine opportunity 
for display, but the opera was never popular here. It was 


thus cast: 
Don Scipio . . . . Mr. Foor. Spado. .. . . Mr. Barnes. 


Don Cesar .... ‘* DENMAN. Victoris . . . . Mrs. Hacer. 
Alphonso. ... . ‘“ Bore. Lorenza . . . . ‘* SHARPE, 
Fernandez .. . . ‘** RiocHINGs. Catalina... . ‘* Da Luca. 
Pedrillo . . . ‘6 ~~ -HILsoN. 


Sept. 18th. A now forgotten comedy by Poole, entitled 
“Quite Correct,” was presented for the first time, but, al- 
though repeated several times, failed to attain favor. Weadd 
its cast: 


Sir Harry arcades - Mr. Simpson. Lady Almeria. . . Mrs. Haoxrrr. 

Grojan. . “ Barnes. Mrs. Rosemore . . ‘* STICKENBY. 

Milford ..... * Lgs Miss Rosemore . . ‘** Htson. 
Miss Leach . . . ‘* SHARPER. 


A more popular production was the musical romance of 
“Oberon,” which was brought out with equal magnificence 
and success, on the 20th, sustained in the following manner: 


SirHuon. .. . . Mr. Laz. Sherasmin . . . Mr. Jones. 
Sir Aubert . . . . ‘* RicHINGsS. Sadak... . . ‘* Hiison. 
Sultan. . . . . . ‘* Woopaunt. Oberon . . . . Mrs. SHARPS. 
Caliph. . . . . « “ Foor. Amanda .. . . ‘* HILSON. 
Hunters .. . + e © © @ el heh elCl™6CUMessrs. BOYLE and DENMAN. 
Principal Dancers. . ... . . . . . Mr. B. Conway and Miss DEBLIN. 
Invisible Spirits . . - . Mrs. Hacxerrr and Mrs. De Luog. 
Sept. 28th. The spars “of the “Cabinet” was thus per- 
formed : 
Orlando .... . Mr. Borug. Floretta . .. . Mrs. MANGEON, 
Marquis . .. . . ‘“* PULAOIDE. Constantia... SHARPE. 
Count 1 « « « «© “ Jonze. Leonora . . . . ‘* Dg Lucz. 
Lorenzo . . . . . ‘* DENMAN, Crudelia. . . .  STicEngy. 
Whimsiculo . . . . ‘f Hitrson. Curiosa . . . .) St) OJ ONES. 
Peter . . . «6 BARNES. Bianca. ‘WHEATLEY. 


This was the first appearance on the Park Stage of Mrs. — 
Jones, and the first appearance in America of Mrs. Mangeon, 
64 
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a vocalist of some merit, who, however, failed to make a fa- 
vorable impression. She was a sister of the more distin- 
guished Madame Feron, and was quite a lively and pleasant 
actress. In person she was more than embonpoint, and on her 
second visit to New York, in 1831, it was satirically remarked 
that “the airiness of her manner contrasted agreeably with 
the opposite quality of her form.” After introducing her son 
on the stage of the Bowery, as a youthful prodigy in Richard 
III, with little success, she played a final engagement at the 
Park, where she last appeared, January 31st, 1833. 

Sept. 80th, occurred the last performance of the Garcia 
troupe, and the announced last appearance on the stage of the 
seraphic Signorina, in the opera of the “ Barber.” 

The advertisement of Mr. Macready’s first appearance in Am- 
erica as Virginius, on the 2d of October, attracted a crowded 
and enthusiastic auditory, and the criticisms of the following 
day pronounced him second only to Cooper. A closer ac- 
quaintance with his merits, as displayed in Macbeth, Damon, 
Hamlet, William Tell, and Coriolanus, soon forced the re- 
luctant acknowledgment that he was the most chaste, finished 
and classic actor that had ever graced the American Stage. 
William Charles Macready—the son of a respectable Covent 
Garden actor, who was afterward a well-known and successful 
manager at Manchester, Bristol, &c.—was born in London, 
March 3d, 1793. He received his education at Rugby, and in 
1810 made his début at Birmingham as Romeo. He after- 
ward played successfully at Bath, Dublin, &c., and made his 
entrée on the metropolitan boards at Covent Garden, Sept. 16th, 
1816, as Orestes, in the “Distrest Mother.” In 1817, he per- 
formed the original character of Pescara (refused by Booth) 
with much applause, but though he was an acknowledged 
superior artist in the Henri Quatres, Wallaces, and Rob Roys 
of the drama, his merit as a tragedian was not fully estab- 
lished until his appearance as Virginius in 1820, which re- 
sulted in a complete triumph, confirmed in the following 
‘year by his masterly delineation of the character of Damon, 
he being the original representative of both on the London 
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boards. Thenceforward he took rank with Kean, and on his 
declension, until the period of his own retirement, reigned 
the supreme and unrivaled sovereign of the British Stage. 

Mr. Macready returned to Europe at the end of the season, 
and did not revisit America until the fall of 1843, when he 
passed in triumph through the country, making his last ap- 
pearance on the Park Stage, September 27th, 1844. 

In October, 1848, he again presented himself at the Astor 
Place Opera House, announcing a farewell tour in the United 
States; he also gave readings at the Stuyvesant Institute, the 
profits of one evening being devoted to the widow of Ed- 
. mound Simpson. After performing at Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, and other cities, and receiving a public dinner at New 
Orleans, Mr. Macready returned to this city, and was adver- 
tised to appear as Macbeth at the Astor Opera House, (then 
directed by Messrs. Niblo and Hackett) May 8th, 1849, when, 
owing to circumstances alluded to in the sketch of Mr. Forrest, 
he received the most disgraceful insults from a body of rioters 
assembled there, and his life being considered in danger from 
the missiles thrown upon the stage, the curtain fell when the 
play was but half concluded. A large number of respectable 
and eminent citizens thereupon addressed Mr. Macready, in- 
viting him to resume his engagement, and assuring him of 
their protection; and in obedience to their wishes, he again 
performed Macbeth on the 10th inst., going through the entire 
play, and acknowledging at the close his appreciation of the 
kindness of his friends. But, in the mean while, an immense 
concourse of rioters and idle spectators gathered about the 
building, and so turbulent and violent were their proceed- 
ings, that the military, who had been called out to protect 
the theatre, finally fired, by which twentfitwo men were 
killed and thirty-six wounded. Mr. Macready escaped undis- 
covered, but, notwithstanding the urgent entreaties of many 
who promised to sustain him to the last, he was so overcome 
by the results of that fatal night that he bade adieu to New 
York forever. | 

Mr. Macready was the manager of Covent Garden Theatre 
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for two successive seasons, commencing in the fall of 1837, 
and, also, of Drury Lane for two seasons, commencing in 
the winter of 1840, and during these periods revived sev- 
eral of Shakspeare’s plays, with the original text restored, 
and with an historical fidelity in the accessories of scenery, 
costumes and appointments, and an aggregate of talent in 
their representation unprecedented on the London Stage. 

On his last return to England, he gave a series of farewell 
performances, in all the principal British theatres, terminating 
at the London Haymarket, where he made his final appear- 
ance, in the character of Macbeth, February 26th, 1851. By 
industry and prudence, Mr. Macready acquired a handsome 
fortune from his professional exertions. He has been ridi- 
culed for certain mannerisms, and censured for penuriousness, 
by some of his professional brethren, whose extravagant and 
dissipated habits have been the cause of perpetual poverty 
and distress to themselves. Well would it be for his tra- 
ducers, and far better for the Stage, that suffers so severely from 
the loose principles of many of its occupants, if they could 
maintain characters as pure and irreproachable as his, of 
whom it has been said, and we believe with truth, that no 
“friend has ever had occasion to feel a pang for his excesses, 
and the public have never been called upon to pity, pardon, 
or condemn in him any moral transgression.” . 

Oct. 4th. The operatic version of “Oscar and Malvina” 
was produced, with the following cast : 


Oscar... ... Mr. Bore. Morven .. . . Mr. Woopsvutu.. 
Fingal . ... . ‘ JONES. Conlath . . . . ‘ Lge. 
Shibric . . . . © Hruson. Malving . . . . Mrs. Hackett. 
Cathallin. ... . ‘6 RICHINGS. Morna. .... ‘¢ STIOKNEY. 
Ruro ...-:.+. =. ‘¢ PLAOCIDE. 


Oct. 12th. The “Siege of Belgrade” was revived, with 
Boyle as the Sertskier, and Mrs. Mangeon as Lilla. 

Oct. 13th. Mr. Macready appeared as William Tell, with 
Master William Wheatley: as Albert, who attracted much 
notice by the good judgment he evinced in its perform- 
ance. He soon after appeared as Tom Thumb, and for two 
or three years was the principal representative of the Park 
juveniles. In 1833 he was at the Bowery, in the lowest path 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 509 


of a walking gentleman. In the summer of 1834, he re- 
appeared at the Park in a more elevated range of the same. 
line, and gradually worked his way into public favor by his 
sensible personations of whatever was intrusted to his care. 

In the long catalogue of characters then assigned him, such 
as Laertes; Henry, in “Speed the Plough;” Michael, in “ Vic- 
torine;” Nicholas Nickleby, Charles Courtly, and Henry Mor- 
land, in the “Heir at Law,” (which Charles Kemble did not 
disdain to play in London) we do not remember to have seen 
his equal; while as Sir Thomas Clifford, Alfred Evelyn and 
Claude Melnotte, he played with a truthful earnestness that 
- quite eclipsed the efforts of more pretending performers, His 
temperament was scarcely mercurial enough to give due effect 
to the Vapids, the Gossamers and Dazzles of light comedy, 
nor, although he perfectly satisfied the eye in Hamlet and 
Romeo, would his rendition of them rank him with their best 
representatives. 

Mr. Wheatley left the Park Theatre in 1843, but fulfilled 
a star engagement there in 1847, in conjunction with his 
sister, Mrs. James Mason. He was for several years a resident 
of Philadelphia, where he played exclusively the highest 
grades of character, and as actor and manager enjoyed great 
popularity. In January, 1862, he re-appeared at Niblo’s 
Garden, in conjunction with Mr. and Mrs. J. Wallack, Jr., Mrs. 
Barrow and Mr. E. L. Davenport, and soon reinstated himself 
in the good opinion of his audience, by many of whom he was 
almost forgotten. In the summer of that year, he became 
sole lessee and manager of that establishment, and still re- 
mains there, popular and prosperous, having given it a char- 
acter for the production of romantic and spectacular dramas 
not previously enjoyed by any theatre in the city. The splen- 
did “getting up” and success of the “ Duke’s Motto,” in which 
his performance of Henri de Lagudere received the most rap- 
turous applause; of the “Corsican Brothers,” wherein he was 
equally happy as Louis and Fabien; of “Satanella” and the 
“ Enchantress,” with Mr. Richings and daughter; “Bel De- 
monio,” with Mlle. Vestvali; the “Connie Soogah,” with Mr. 
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and Mrs. B. Williams; and “ Arrah na Pogue,” with the début 
of J. H. Glenney, in connection with the engagements of Ed- 
win Booth, Hackett, Forrest, Edwin Adams, John Collins, Mrs. 
Lander, Matilda Heron, Miss Bateman and Madame Methua 
Scheller, are the best proofs of his judgment, taste and liber- 
ality. 

Oct. 14th. The farce of “Peter Smink” was first played 
here, with the following cast: 


Chevalier Bayard . . Mr. Lez. Peter Smink . . . Mr. Bagnes. 

Eugene .... . ‘¢ DENMAN, Ninette . . . . Mrs. SHarps. 

Hans: 4 ws, x 4 37 3 ‘« Foor. 

Oct. 19th. First performance here of “Three Deep,” thus 

cast: 

Capt. Courton . . . Mr. Lex. Matilda. . ... Miss BrcnpDaGeE. 

Tantalus Twist . . . ‘“* Simpson. Mrs. Ogleman . . Mrs. De Luce. 

LeSavon. ... . “« PLACIDE. Mrs. O’Flounce . . ‘* MHAckET?. 
Fanny Tucker . . ‘* SHARPE. 


For Mrs. Hackett’s benefit on the 25th, the first successful 
performance in America of the “Comedy of Errors” took 
place, with the following cast: 


Antipholus of Syracuse Mr. LEE. #geon . « » « Mr. Foot. 
Antipholus of Ephesus ‘¢- WooD#sULL. Angelo < & . “ DENMAN. 
Dromio of Syracuse . *¢ BARNES. Abbess - « « « Mrs, Stickney, 
Dromio of Ephesus . ‘¢  HAcKEtTrt. Adriana... . ‘* Hacxert. 
Solinus. . . . . «JONES. Luciana . . . . ‘** SHARPER. 


Although it was announced as Mr. Hackett’s last appear- 
ance previous to visiting Europe, his performance so de- 
lighted the public, that it was repeated for his benefit on 
the 30th, when the demand for it was renewed so impera- 
tively, that the piece was presented again and again with the 
most tumultuous approbation, and with the largest nightly 
receipts of the season. 

Mrs. Hamblin was now added to the company, and made 
her first appearance on the 31st, as Letitia Hardy. 

Nov. 6th. Mr. J. J. Adams re-appeared after three years’ 
retirement, as Hamlet. 

Nov. 9th. For Mrs. Hilson’s benefit, occurred the first per- 
formance in America of Shakspeare’s “Midsummer Night's 
Dream.” We have but a mutilated copy of the bill, which 


gives the cast in part as follows: 
Theseus . . . | « Mr. Lex. Puck . ° . . . Mrs. Hrzson. 


Bottom . . .. - ‘¢  HILson. Titania - 2 «© 6 * SHARPE. 
Snout. .... . ‘«  PLAOIDE. Hypolita . . . . “ StIcmNgy. 
Oberon .... . «© RICHINGS. Hermia . ** Baoxett. 


Nov. 13th. First night of Mr. Kean’s farewell engagement, 
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as Richard III, and Mrs. Barnes’ first appearance this season, 
as Queen Elizabeth. 

Nov. 23d. A comedy called “Teasing Made Easy” was 
brought out, with the annexed cast: 


Litigant . . .., Mr. Foot. Mrs. Teaser . . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Glowworm - « + Ler. | Mrs.Crompton . . ‘* STicknery. 
Gammon... .. ‘© HILson. ' Miss Manly . . . ‘* Haoxerr. 
Pastoral... . . ‘© BARNES. | Molly Mixem. . . “ Happs. 
Dummy ...... ‘6 Jongs. | 


“* Aladdin” was revived on the 25th, with Mrs. Barnes as 
the hero, and had a successful run. 


Mr. Barnes took his benefit on the 27th, when he astounded 


his numerous friends by appearing as Alexander the Great. 

Mrs. Edward Knight, at the time a very fascinating and at- 
tractive vocalist, first made her appearance in America, on 
the 30th, as Floretta, in the “ Cabinet,” and was at once pro- 
nounced the most pleasing and finished vocalist of the Eng- 
lish school that had ever delighted a New York audience. 
This lady, formerly Miss Mary Ann Povey,.was born at Bir- 
mingham, July 26th, 1804, and early displaying great vocal 
abilities, was placed under the tuition of Mr. T. Cooke, who 
introduced her as a singer to the stage of Drury Lane in 1817, 
though we believe she had previously appeared there as the 
hero of a pantomime, called “Jack and his Bean Stalk.” 

In 1819, she first appedred in the regular drama, as Marga- 
retta,in “No Song, No Supper,” with great success. After 
marrying Mr. Knight, a musician of eminence, she arrived 
here in the early summer of life, not beautiful in feature, but 
with a face full of jocund expression, and a neat, trim, plump 
little person, denoting the possession of health, hope and hap- 
piness. Her voice was rich, sweet, powerful, and sympathetic 
in quality, yet lacking in flexibility, and her style of singing 
was far better adapted to ballads than the more elevated 
- range of Italian music. Had she first appeared in 1866, pro- 
bably she would never have been regarded as a great singer, 
but the public taste forty years ago had not its present culti- 
vation, nor its present fastidiousness, and consequently Mrs. 
Knight for a while stood at the very summit of popular re- 
gard, and her songs were certainly given with a spirit and 
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expressiveness at that time entirely unrivaled. How she rev- 
eled in “The Bonnie Breastknots,” and “ We're a’ Noddin’ "— 
what humor and archness she displayed in “ Comin’ thro’ the 
Rye,” and “Buy a Broom”—how merrily her voice flashed 
through “Tve been roaming”—and what feeling and pathos 
she threw into the touching airs of “Home, Sweet Home!” 
“ Savourneen Deelish,” and the “ Last Rose of Summer !”—yet 
she destroyed her early standing as a vocalist by continuing 
to sing long after her voice had become harsh and unmanage- 
able, and when listeners could scarcely believe her identical 
with the blooming girl who had so captivated them in other 
days. Asan actress in comic opera, she was superior to any 
contemporary star; and in later life, in a broader range of 
chambermaids, country girls and elderly spinsters, she ac- 
quired a deservedly high repute. After traveling as a star 
for many years, Mrs. Knight joined the stock company of the 
Park, in 1841, continuing there until Mr. Simpson’s retire- 
ment in 1848. Her husband died within a few years after 
her arrival here, and in 1845 she lust her only child, a lovely 
girl of seventeen, to whom she was most tenderly attached. 
She returned to her native land in May, 1849, reduced to par- 
tial blindness, from a disorder of the eyes induced by gniet 
for the loss of her beloved child. She died at Brompton, 
England, October, 1861. 

Mr. Kean took his farewell benefit, December 4th, appear- 
ing as De Montfort, in Joanna Baillie’s tragedy, and Tom Tug, 
in the “Waterman.” On this occasion Mrs. Barnes gave an 
admirable representation of the noble Jane de Montfort. 

Mr. Kean’s last appearance in America occurred on the 
5th, in the character of Richard III. 

Mr. Hilson played Falstaff, in the “Merry Wives,” for his 
benefit, on the 7th, when Mrs. Knight lent her aid as Mrs. 
Ford ; and a new farce was also produced, called “Paul Pry 
at Dover,” embracing some additional adventures of the in- 
quisitive hero. Paul Pry was, of course, represented by Hil- 
son, Capt. Hazelton by Woodhull, Pommade by Placide, Laura 
by Mrs. Sharpe, and Crimp by Mrs. Hilson. 
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Dec. 11th. Mr. Macready commenced his second engage- 
ment as Macbeth, supported by Mrs. Barnes as Lady Macbeth. 

Dec. 12th. Mr. Hackett took his farewell benefit, and posi- 
tively made his last appearance previous to his trip to ene: 
land, playing Richard, in imitation of Kean. 

Dec. 13th. Mr. I. S. Clason made his first appearance in 
two years a8 Icilius, to Macready’s Virginius. 

Dec. 16th. Mr. Thomas Barry made his first appearance in 
America as the Stranger, which he personated with rare 
ability. This gentleman is identified with the best recollec- 
tions of New York dramatic history. Soon after his arrival, 
he was intrusted with the stage management of the Park, 
where his correct taste and excellent judgment were soon 
perceptible in the order, elegance and liberality of his ar- 
rangements. He remained in the situation until the summer 
of 1833, when he removed to Boston for the purpose of as- 
suming the management of the Tremont Theatre, which he 
directed for six years to the entire satisfaction of the public, 
but to the total ruin of his fortune. In 1839, he returned to 
New York, and was for a time manager of the Bowery Thea- 
tre, but his old position at the Park was resumed in 1841, and 
he remained there until the old management was broken up. 
From 1850 to 1854, he was manager (under Marshall) of the 
Broadway Theatre, and was afterward again called to Boston 
to take charge of the new Boston Theatre, so called. 

Mr. Barry is among the few whose personal character and 
cultivated mind give dignity to the Stage and to society. 
For several years he was among the most popular favorites of 
the public, and his excellent personations of Lord Townly, 
Duke Aranza, Joseph Surface, and similar characters in 
comedy, and a vast number of second parts in tragedy, fully 
entitled him to the position, particularly as, in his prime, he 
possessed a handsome - a graceful person, and a full and 
mellow voice. 

His second appearance was in the character of Falcon- 
bridge, to Macready’s King John, on the 18th. 

Mrs. Knight having appeared also as Lilla and Susanna, 

65 


514 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


took her benefit on the 27th, when she personated Amnedte, in 
General Burgoyne’s “ Lord of the Manor,” and Rosina in the 
operetta of that name. The former play was new to our 
stage and was thus rendered: 


Old Contrast. . . . Mr. Foor. Moll Flaggon - . . Mr. Bagnzs. 
Young Contrast. . ‘6 SimPsoON. Annette . . . Mrs. Kniour. ‘ 
Trumore .... . ‘¢  ~6Boyiz. Sophia. . .. . ‘¢ SHARPE 
Rashley . ... . ‘¢ RICHINGS. Peggy -..-..-. “ Hackzgrr. 
Lanippe .. .. . ‘¢  PLACIDE. 


Placide was very great in the little part of Lanippe, and 
Barnes still greater in the less one of Moll Flaggon; while 
Mrs. Knight, who enacted the heroine with the greatest 
naivete, introduced for the first time the song of the “ Dash- 
ing White Sergeant,” with a success that eclipsed all her 
former efforts. 

Dec. 29th. “Henry V.” was revived, with Mr. Macready 
as the King, Clason as Gower, Hilson as Filuellen, and Mrs. 
Sharpe as Katharine. “King John” was repeated on the 
38d of January, 1827, for Mr. Macready’s benefit, who also 
appeared on the occasion as Delaval, in “ Matrimony.” 

Jan. 6th. Mr. Pelby made his first appearance in this 
theatre for five years, as Hamlet—running through a round 
of tragic parts, and taking his benefit on the 17th as Charles 
de Moor. 

Mr. Clason’s benefit and last appearance occurred on the 
11th, when he played Othello, supported by Mr. Barry as Jago. 

Jan. 12th. Dimond’s opera of “Native Land” was first per- 
formed in America, with the following cast: 


Guiseppo. . .. . Mr. BARNES. Aurelio. . . . Mrs, Hackett. 
Tancredi . . .. . ‘* Baggy. Celio. .... ‘*  Knyiqar 
Marcello . . .. . © ~6RIOHINGS. Clymante. .. . ‘“ SHarmpsr. 
Peregrino. . .. . ‘¢  HILgon. Laviol. . . . . Miss BRUNDAGB. 
Zanini. . .. . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 


Mrs. Hackett and Mrs. Knight both looked well in their 
masculine habiliments, and the latter was particularly happy 
in her songs, “Is’t art, I pray, or nature?” and “Love was 
once a little boy,” and in her duet with Mrs. Sharpe, “Lo! 
when showers descending.” 

Mrs. Hamblin, who had been cast for the part of Zanint, 
threw up her engagement that day, and Mrs. Wheatley was 
thrust into it on the spur of the moment. 

Mr. Conway commenced an engagement as Beverly, on the 
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19th, and a Mr. Richardson, from Virginia, made his first 
appearance on the 23d, as Rolla and Looney McTwolter. The 
latter played several parts with small success. A new farce 
called “ Thirteen to the Dozen” was also produced about this 
time, with the following cast: 

Simon Nipper . . . Mr. Barnas. Lila .... . Mrs. SHARPE. 


Hea ks . - « * Jonxs. Bridget . . . . ‘* Hacxgtr. 
Maurice .... . ‘¢  PLACIDE. 


Mrs. Knight took her benefit on the 25th, when was revived 
the fine drama of “ Henri Quatre,” wherein she delighted the 
audience by her sprightly singing and acting as Louison, a 
part she made completely her own. Mr. Conway was the 
Henri, and looked and played admirably. 

Jan. 29th. Mrs. Barry made her first appearance in Amer- 
ica as Juliet, and a few nights after played Belvidera and 
Juliana, giving little indication of ability in such characters. 
The next season she had the misfortune to have a limb frac- 
tured, and was obliged to withdraw from the profession for a 
long periods On her husband’s removal to Boston, she joined 
the stock company of the Tremont, and ip 1841 again appeared 
at the Park, being engaged for heavy tragedy and second old 
women, playing for the last time in 1848. Her death occurred 
in this city on the 20th of February, 1854. 

Feb. 1st. The ballet spectacle of “Cinderella” was revived, 
and had a long run, with E. H. Conway as the Prince, Pla- 
cide as Pedro, Mesdames Sharpe, Stickney and Wheatley 
as the three sisters, Mr. Bancker as Hymen, Miss Brund- 
age as Venus, and Mrs. Smith as the principal dancing 
nymph. 

In the “Conquest of Taranto,” played on the 5th, with Con- 
way as Aben Hamet, Sumner Lincoln Fairfield, the poet, first 
appeared on the stage in a subordinate part. A few nights 
after he played Pandulph, in “King John,” and then aban- 
doned the idea of adopting the profession. 

Mr. Macready was now engaged to perform with Conway, 
and with the aid of Mrs. Barnes, gave several tragedies with 
rare excellence. During this period, the former gentleman 
appeared as Pierre, Romont, King John, King Henry IV., Pe- 
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truchio and Cassius; and the latter as Jaffer, Charalois, Fal- 
éonbridge, Prince of Wales, Brutus and Murtoch Delany. 

The farce of “White Lies” was first performed on the 14th 
of February, with Barry as Sir Charles Meriton, Simpson as 
Frank Meriton, Hilson'as Barnaby Brilliant, Mrs. Sharpe 
as Constantia, Mrs. Smith as Madame Torquoso, and Mra. 
Wheatley as Kitty. 

Buckstone’s domestic drama of “Luke the Laborer,” in 
which Hilson played a character somewhat resembling Bob 
Tyke, with great power‘and excellence, was first produced 
here on the 17th, with the following cast: 


Luke ...... Mr. HI.son. 


Squire Chase .. . ‘“* Woopnurn =| Dame .... . Mrs. WHATLEY 
Wakefield . .. . ‘“ Foor, Clara . ... . «SHARPE. 
Chas. Maydew .. . ‘* SIMPSON. Jenny. ...- - ‘© 6 SMITE. 
Bobby Trott. . . . ‘* PuacipsE. 


Mrs. Knight was again engaged, and on the occasion of her 
benefit, March 1st, produced a new opera called the “Two 
Houses of Granada,” thus cast: 


Count Valteline. . . Mr. Foot. SGHB ee. “ee as Mre. Exignt. 
Don Gusman .. . “ Bapnegs. Maria . ... « sé HILSON. 
Don Carlos . . . . ‘* Boru. Jacintha .. . . ‘* WHsarey. 
Sancho ..... ‘6 HILBON. 


“Giovanni in London,” the celebrated musical burletta, was 
first played in America on the 9th of March, and received but 
little praise, except what was bestowed on Mrs. Hackett’s per- 
sonation of the hero. It was thus cast: 


Leporello. . . . . Mr. HI son. Giovanni . . ° . Mrs. Hacxetr. 
Finikin . ... . ‘¢  - RIcHINGS. Constantia . . . ‘* SsHarmps. 
Popinjay . . . . . ‘¢ 6 Simpson, Mrs. English - - ‘* Sticgmry. 
English . . ..] . s¢ PLACIDE, Squalling Fan . . ‘* Swuivs. 
Pluto . . . '. . « ‘°* Woopsvutt. Mrs. Drainemdry . ‘* Wuerartey. 


A farce called “"T'wixt the Cup and the Lip” was first 
played on the 138th, as follows: 


Mandeville . . . . Mr. Woopactt. Mrs.Freeman . . Mrs. Hison. 

Jack Larkins . . . ° SIMPSON, Mrs. Wagstaff. ‘¢ WagatTiery 

Simon Pengander . . ‘“ MHILson. Charlotte . . ‘ SHARPE 
Namcy. ... . «6 SMITE. 


Mr. Conway and Mrs. Barnes, on the 14th, commenced 
another engagement, during which they appeared as the 
Stranger and Mrs. Haller; Lord and Lady Townly; Post- 
humus and Imogen; Hastings and Jane Shore; Old Wilmot 
and Agves, (in “ Fatal Curiosity”) &c. 

March 20th. Morton’s comedy, a “School for Grown 
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Children,” was first played in this city and with considerable 


success, its principal characters thus cast: 
Old Revel . . . . Mr. BAaRnxs. Lady Stanmore . . Mrs. HILson. 


Young Revel . . . ‘ SIMPSON, Mrs. Revel ... . SHARPE. 
Sir A. Stanmore .. ‘“ Barry. Miss Raven .. . ‘* Bagky. 
Frank Ryland . . . ‘* WoopDaut. Dame Ryland .. ‘4 WHEATLEY. 
Battercup.. - “ PLacips. Fanny. .... ‘© Hackett. 


Miss Mitford's tragedy of “ Foscari” was first played on the 
23d, with no marked success. It was thus cast: 


Foscari .... . Mr. A idabetes Cosmo .... . Mr. Srmmpson. 
ere Oe we mry. | Erizzo..... ‘6 ~"WoopHULL. 
Donato ..... “s Foon Camilla Mrs. BARNES. 


Mr. Howard, the favorite vocalist, first appeared this season 
on the 24th, as Count Belino. 

The famous burletta of “ Quadrupeds” was first played here, 
on the 31st, with Barry as Drill, Richings as Bernardo, Barnes 
as Francisco, Hilson as Abrahamides, and Mrs. Wheatley Do- 
rothea. 

The “Flying Dutchman,” a nautical melo-drama, very 
popular on its first production, and still frequently revived 
at the minors, was first played at this theatre, April 10th, as 
follows : 


Vanderdecken .. . Mr. Barry. Von Bummell . . Mr. Puiaorps. 
Gov. Von Brunt. . ‘“ Foor. Smuatta. . .. . ‘¢ BANOKBR. 
Capt. Peppercoal .. ‘* JONES. Rockalda . . . . Mrs. Sticxnsy. 
Lieut. Mowdrey . . ‘* WooDsULL. Lestelle . . . . ‘© SHarps. 
Lad Varnish . . . oe LUCY 2) ai re se ‘© Hacxars. 


NEXSEN. 


“April 16th. “Racwess play of “Caius Gracchus” was pre- 
sented, being the first night of Mr. Macready’s new engage- 
ment: 


Caius Gracchus. .. Mr. Maongany. Titus . .... Mr. Pxraorps. 
Opimiuns .... . ‘¢ 6Barry. Cornelia . . . . Mrs. STICKNEY. 
Drusas ..... “Foor. Licinfa. . .. . ‘¢ HILSON. 


Buckstone’s favorite farce of the “Dead Shot” was first © 


played here on the 23d, with Placide as Timid, Jones as Capt. 
Cannon, Mrs. Hackett, Louisa, and Mrs. Wheatley, Chatter. 

Mrs. Hilson took her benefit on the 26th, when Mrs. Knight 
appeared as Rosina, in the “Barber of Seville ;” and a new 
farce without male characters was very successfully produced, 
called “Ladies at Home; or, Gentlemen, we can do without 
you!” thus cast: 


Mrs. Banter... . Mrs. Hizson. Mrs. Prim. . . . Mrs. Barry. 
Lady Antidote .. . WHEATLEY. Jenny... .. ‘¢  HACKET*®. 
Lady Lucretia . . . ‘* SHARPE. Laura. ... . Miss BRunpaAGs. 


Mr. Macready took his benefit on the 80th, appearing as 
Cardinal Wolsey and Rob Roy. 
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May 2d. Moses §S. Phillips made his first appearance on 
the stage as Mawworm and Old Brummagem, characters in 
which, by his close personal resemblance to Mr. Barnes, and 
a very clever imitation of his style, he appeared to great ad- 
vantage. Mr. Phillips had considerable comic ability, but 
still more good nature and indolence—too much, in fact, to be 
successful in the profession. He was at one time director of 
the old Chatham Theatre, and several times assumed the reins 
of management in other cities, but never with permanent 
success. He was born at Philadelphia, Feb. 23d, 1798, last 
appeared in New York in 1844, and died here in July, 1854. 

Mr. Wilson appeared here on the 3d of May,as Richard III. 

The musical comedy called the “ Englishman in India” was 
first played in New York on the 4th, as follows: 


Sir M. Scraggs . . . Myr. BARNES. Tom Tape. . . . Mr. Hrisos. 
Col. Oswald . - » * Barry. Mirza. . ... “6 SIMPSON. 
Count Glorieuwx. . . ‘* PLacipE. Gulnare . . . . Mrs. SHarpsz. 
Capt. Tancred . . . ‘“* Howarp. Lady Scraggs . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Milton. . . ... ‘6 ~- Woopau.t. Say Scraggs . . ‘* Hacxgre. 
Dorrington . . . ‘«  RIOcHINGS. Poplin. . . . . ‘“ -SMrra. 


It has since been reduced to a farce, called “Sketches in 
India.” 

Mr. John Povey, long known as an efficient business agent 
of the Park, made his first appearance in America on the 7th 
of May, as Hawthorn, in “ Love in a Village,” to the Rosetta of 
Mrs. Knight, his sister. He had nothing to recommend him 
for the character, except an uncultivated base voice, but from 
that day, until the retirement of Mr. Simpson, was connected 
with the establishment as an actor of small parts and business 
agent. He visited England in 1849, but is now residing in 
New York. 

May 9th. The farce called a “ Disagreeable Surprise” was 
played; Hilson as Billy Bombast, Placide as Jeremy, Mrs. 
Sharpe as Maria, and Mrs. Hilson as Fanny. 

May 11th. Mrs. Knight, for her benefit, appeared as Yarico 
and Priscilla Tomboy. 

Mr. M. S. Phillips having eacvouseeily appeared as Delph 
and Dromio, took his benefit on the 12th, repeating the latter 
character, with Barnes as his counterpart, and singing, “ Barney, 
leave the girls alone,” in very close imitation of the original. 
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May 14th. Miss Kelly first appeared this season as Bea- 
trice. 

May 19th. Mr. Placide’s benefit, when Mr. John Greene, 
from Philadelphia, first appeared in New York as Dennis 
Brulgruddery. Ina range of Irish parts, previous to Power's 
advent, he acquired a high repute, and his Dennis we have 
never seen surpassed. He frequently played at our minor 
theatres, as the representative of old men, and was last here, 
at the new Chatham, in 1847. He was also connected with 
the management of the Philadelphia and several Western 
theatres. Mr. Greene was a native of Philadelphia, and a 
printer by trade. He made his début at Frederickston,.Md., 
in 1818, as Ociavian. He retired from the stage in 1857, and 
died at Nashville, Tenn., May 21st, 1860, aged 65 years. On 
the above occasion, Placide played the Hon. Tom Shuffleton. 

May 31st. Mrs. P. K. Moran first appeared on the stage, 
for Mr. Howard’s benefit, as Julia Mannering. 

Mr. Macready’s farewell benefit occurred on the 4th of 
June, when he appeared as Macbeth and Delaval. 

Mr. Kilner made his first appearance in several years at 
this theatre, on the 11th, as Falstaff, and Larry, the [rish valet. 

June 12th. “Julius Cesar” was played for the benefit of 
Mr, Clarke, who had been prevented by illness from acting 
for many months. Mr. Conway, Mr. Henry Wallack, and Mrs. 
Barnes appeared in the play; Mrs. Singleton, (formerly Miss 
Utt) a vocalist of no pretensions, but much merit, Mr. Metz, 
Mr. Howard, &c., assisted in a concert, and Mr. Kilner, Mr. 
Keene, and Miss Kelly appeared in the farce of “Turn Qut.” 

Two new pieces were produced on the 15th—the “Eleventh 
Hour,” with Barry as Pierre Le Molte, Woodhull as Dunoir, 
Mrs. Hilson as Amelia, and Mrs. Wheatley, Bertha; and the 
“Burning of the Kent East Indiaman,” with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hilson, Barry, Woodhull, Placide, Jervis, and Howard in the 
cast. 

For Mr. Richings’ benefit on the 20th, Mr. Williamson made 
his first appearance on this stage as Count Belino, and like- 
wise Mr. Dinneford as Tom, in “Tom and Jerry.” 
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June 28d. For the benefit of Mr. Durie, prompter. Mr. 
Anderson, from the Chatham, appeared as the “Irish Valet;” 
and in Payne’s drama of “Adeline,” Mr. Sinclair, a blind 
actor, played Dorlin, and Mrs. Hill, from the Chatham, the 
heroine. 

“A Tale of the Crusades” was produced on the 25th, with 
Barry as Prince Edward; Woodhull, Osmyn; Jones, War- 
wick; Mrs. Stickney, Elinor ; and Mrs. Hilson, Evelina. 

July 2d. Mr. Herbert, from the Chatham, appeared as Sir 
Willoughby Worrett, for the benefit of Mr. Jones. 

July 4th. Last night of the regular season—“She Would 
be a Soldier,” &c. 

July 13th. A French opera company, combining consider- 
able musical and dramatic talent, opened here with a suc- 
cess that warranted a continuance of their performance for 
many weeks. Their first piece was “La Cenerentola,” cast as 


follows: : 

Prince. . ... . M. ALEXANDRE. Cenerentola . . . Mme. ALEXANDRE. 
Baron. . ...-. ** THEODORE. Clorinda . .. . * £=PaRrapoLe 
Alidoro ..... ** RICHARD. Tisbe ..... so Mrton. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 
Bowery Theatre, 1826-7.—First Opening. 


H E vast improvements made in the eastern section 

of the city, and its great increase of population, in- 

cluding many wealthy and fashionable citizens who 
located their residences in the Seventh, Tenth and Four- 
teenth Wards, (since, in their turn, deserted for more west- 
erly situations) induced the formation of a company for the 
purpose of erecting a theatre in the Bowery, on the site of the 
old Tavern and Cattle Market, known as the Bull’s Head, then 
belonging to George Astor. Messrs. Gouverneur, Graham, 
James A. Hamilton, George W. Brown, P. M. Wetmore, T. L. 
Smith and Gilfert, were the projectors of this enterprise, and 
in process of time a very elegant structure was completed, 
having externally the similitude of white marble, with a spa- 
cious portico and lofty columns supporting an entablature 
and pediment. The size, both of stage and auditorium, was 
greater than any theatre in the country, the latter being able 
to seat about three thousand persons, and in point of decora- 
tion it was unsurpassed. It was fondly hoped by its proprie- 
tors that it would prove to be the favored dramatic temple of 
New York, and that all other city theatres would sink sub- 
ordinate in comparison, and consequently, though popularly 
known as the Bull’s Head Theatre, it was determined to give 
it the more comprehensive title of Tae New Yorks Tuearre, 
Bowery; a name which it retained until 1t came into the 
hands of Hackett and Hamblin, who designated it simply Tue 
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Bowery TxHeatre; though the latter, in a fit of naturalized 
patriotism on the occasion of the Anderson riot at the Park, 
in 1831, proclaimed a change, and announced it as the AmeEni- 
caN Tueatre, by which its bills were headed for a year or 
two, after which its present title was resumed. 

The management of the New York Theatre, which here- 
after, for convenience, we shall simply call “The Bowery,” 
was intrusted to Mr. Charles Gilfert, and his experience as 
manager and skill as a musician, aided by the undoubted 
taste of his accomplished wife, were deemed sufficient guar- 
antees of his fitness for the post. 

Mr. George Barrett was engaged as stage-manager, Mr. 
Taylor, from the Park, as leader of the orchestra, and Messrs. 
Coyle and Serra, very meritorious artists, as scene-painters. 
The prices of admission were at first fixed at fifty cents for 
the boxes and pit, and twenty-five cents for the gallery; but 
a few nights’ experience proved that to keep a portion of the 
house free from admixture with the vulgar and unrefined, it 
would be necessary to discriminate between the boxes and 
the pit, and the admission was raised to seventy-five cents for 
the former, and reduced to thirty-seven and a half for the 
latter, which soon produced the effect desired. 

The company engaged consisted of Mr. and Mrs, Duff, Mr. 
and Mrs. Young, Mr. and Mrs. George Barrett, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts; Messrs. E. Forrest, Faulkner, Hyatt, Stone, Bernard, 
Lamb, (the singer) C. Durang, Logan, C. Scott, Hamilton, Ken- 
yon, Essenden, Laws, Read and Beckwell; Mrs. Gilfert, Mrs. 
Hughes, old Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Brazier, Miss Deblin, little Miss 
Kent, &e. The names of several other individuals were an- 
nounced who failed to appear. 

The Theatre was first opened to the public on Monday 
evening, October 23d, 1826, and the brilliant experiment of 
lighting the stage with gas, then first attempted, was hailed 
with the greatest satisfaction by an audience which crowded 
the building in every part. 

The following poem, written by Grenville Mellen, received 
the prize offered by the manager for the best opening ad- 
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dress, and was recited by Mr. George Barrett, previous to the 
commencement of the play: 


In the old days when Athens wore her crown, 
And temples swelled beneath her classic frown ; 
When gods to leave their starry thrones began, 
And stooped to bless the infancy of man, 
Apollo claimed the empire of the mind, 

And formed the Drama to subdue mankind ; 
Rude arts at first beguiled the ruder age, 

His hope, the Muse—obscurity, the Stage. 
Severe in grace, with matchless majesty, 
Curled his proud lip, and glanced his eagle eye, 
On man he drew the consecrated bow, 

And laid the Python of the spirit low ; 

Then with the glories of his bards unfurled, 
He burst in radiance on a waking world, 

And in the vigor of undying youth, 

Unveiled the mirror of eternal truth! 


But night came down on Athens, and red War 
Fired the rich altar of the Conqueror ; 

The Nine in horror fled the quivering wire, 

And Mars’ hoarse trumpet drowned Apollo’s lyre ; 
Oblivion stared o’er Greecia’s desert seas, 

And the winds moaned throughout her palaces ; 
Barbarian hands impelled the doom of years— 
Mercy was gone, and Genius stood in tears. 
Italia then grew beautiful—the wave 

That whelmed all Greece in one unpitying grave, 
Rolled till a rainbow broke upon its gloom, 

And spanned the ashes of immortal Rome! 

Lo! here the god unbinds his golden hair, 
And his young presence fills the enchanted air ; 
Wild passion-sounds the listening spirit thrill, 
And music floats round each melodious hill. 

But ah! thy palaces and halls and waves, 

Land of bright souls—too beautiful for graves— 
It was not thine to win with dew-lit flowers 

The Tragic Maid to dally in thy bowers: 

Truth, like thy marbles, was as cold and dead— 
The heart was wanting—and the drama fled! 
Yes ; from that land of heaven-enkindled fire, 
Where Maro tuned his harp, and Danté smote his lyre. 
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Not long she tarried with the troubadour, 

"Mid souls as sparkling as the skies were pure— 
Not yet her visioned hours had come—not yet, 

As in her dreams, had Art and Nature met: 
Reason still rose o'er Fiction's painted fears, 

And gave but sadness where she asked for—tears. 
At last, as Hope, bright, sandaled Hope, went by, 
A high-browed minstrel startled on her eye, 
Hurried through Heaven—the silver summons run, 
She calls on Shakepeare, and her throne is won ! 
And ours is Shakspeare: on these splendid walls 
He—and his queen, shall hang their coronals: 
Here peerless Taste her wreath of buds shall twine, 
And Beauty bind it round her fragrant shrine ; 
Here Music bend above her sounding wires, 

Where Genius guards his hallowed altar-fires ; 
Whilst wizard Eloquence shall triumph here, 

And Poetry itself in steps of light appear. 


The first drama performed here was Holcroft’s comedy of 
the “Road to Ruin”—an ominous title, which might have 
been regarded as prophetic of the subsequent conflagration 
of the theatre, and the utter bankruptcy of its manager. The 
comedy was thus cast: 


Goldfinch. . . . . Mr. G. Bagrertr. Smith . . . . . Mr. Locan. 

Old Dornton . . . * Young Jacob... - ** Hyatt. 
Harry Dornton . . . ‘* Durr. Widow Warren. . Mrs. Barrert. 
Milford . . . . . £=‘* BERNARD. Sophia. . . . . ‘* @G. Banger. 
Silky » . « « « ‘“* FAULENBR. Jeony . .. . . ‘* BBagizr. 
Sulky. ... “STONE. Mrs. Ledger . . . ‘* Roserts. 


After the comedy, a second prize Address, written by Dr. 
Farmer, was spoken by Mrs. Young, and the evening’s enter- 
tainments concluded with the farce of “Raising the Wind,” 
in which George Barrett played Jeremy Diddler ; Stone, Plain- 
way; Bernard, Fainwould ; Hyatt, Sam; Mrs. Barrett, Miss 
Durable ; and Mrs. Brazier, Peggy. 

The performers gave general satisfaction, with the excep- 
tion of the elder Mrs. Barrett, who, thirty years before, had 
been the most stately of tragic actresses, but was now deemed 
incapable of doing justice to the old women of comedy, and 
soon after withdrew from the company. The younger Mrs. 
Barrett, who now first appeared under her new name, was 
radiant in beauty and spirits, and proved to be one of the 
most attractive features of the establishment. 
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Mr. Thomas Faulkner was the only stranger of note. He 
was an Irishman by birth, and had first played in America at 
the Charleston Theatre. He was an excellent representative 
of old men and many Irish parts, and was afterward for many 
years on the Philadelphia stage. He died in 1847. 

Of Mr. Cornelius A. Logan we have no personal knowledge 
but Mr. Wemyss states that he was born in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and first appeared on the stage at Tivoli Garden, Phila- 
delphia, in 1825, as Bertram. He has been manager of several 
theatres, and as a comedian obtained considerable celebrity 
at the West. He appeared in New York, at Burton’s, May, 
1849, as Aminidab Slocum, in a farce called “ Chloroform,” of 
which we believe he was the author. He died of apoplexy, 
February 23d, 1852, while on board of a steamboat on the 
river Ohio. He was the author of “ Yankee Land,” “ Vermont 
Wool Dealer,” and other dramas. His daughters, Eliza, Olive 
and Celia, have since been well known at the South and 
West, and have occasionally appeared in New York. 

Oct. 24th. Mrs. Hughes made her first appearance as Le- 
titta Hardy. 

Oct. 25th. Mr. Roberts made his first appearance, with 
great applause, as Doctor Pangloss, in the “Heir at Law;” 
Faulkner, as Lord Duberly ; Barrett, Dick Dowlas ; Hyatt, 
Zekiel Homespun ; and Mrs. Young, Cicely. 

Oct. 26th. “Much Ado About Nothing” was performed, as 
follows: 


Benedick . ... . Mr. G. Barrett. Dogberry . . . . Mr. FAvcLxnen, 
Don Pedro... . ‘* BSBRNARD. Verges. . ... “6 Hart. 
Leonato .... . ‘6 Youna. Beatrice . . . . Mra. Girrert. 
Claudio ..... “LoGaN. Hero .... .« “Young. 


Mrs. Gilfert, on this occasion, made her first appearance in 
four years, and though somewhat failing in physical force, 
gave ample evidence that her elegance and refinement of 
manner were unchanged, and still entitled her to claim pre- 
cedence for the brilliancy and truth of her personations. 

Mrs. H. A. Williams made her first appearance on the 27th 
as Mrs. Malaprop, in the “ Rivals.” 

A series of fine comedies was presented in succession, with 
excellent casts, one of which, that of the “School for Scandal,” 
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as performed on the 30th October, we transcribe as being one 
of the most complete and perfect, as a whole, that had then 
been known in New York: 


Sir Peter . . . . Mr. Roberts. Rowley. . . . .- Mr. Laws. 


' Sir Oliver ea Lele. Stone, vos Be ies ee i Ng ‘© Hyatt. 
Joseph . .... ‘Durr. Tips eS we OS ¢ LoGan. 
Charles ..... ‘¢ 6G. BARRETT. Ledy Teazle . . . Mrs. GiLrert. 
Crabtree. . . . . (6 FAULKNER. Lady Sneerwell. . ‘* Braziar 
Sir Benjamin . . . ‘* BeErNarp. Mrs. Candour . . ‘* WILLIAMS. 
Careless . . . . “Lams. Maria. . . . . ‘© Young. 


Nov. 6th. Mr. Forrest made his first appearance on the 
stage where he established his fame as a tragedian, in the 
character of Othello, supported by Duff as Jago, G. Barrett as 
Cassio, Roberts as Roderigo, Mrs.G. Barrett and Mra. Hughes 
as Desdemona and Emilia. On the 8th, he here first played 
Damon, and on the 14th, Jaffer. 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit, on the 16th, was the first that oc- 
curred in the establishment, when she appeared as Miss Do- 
rillon, in “Wives as They Were.” She also played Therese, 
with Forrest as Carwin, wherein he made a most powerful 
impression. On this occasion, Mr. Keene gave a song, and 
Miss Deblin a pas seul, being their first appearance. 

Nov. 17th. First night of the first new play acted here— 
being a comedy called “Dog Days in Bond Street,” which, 
though popular in London, failed to be successful in New 
York. It was thus cast: 


aeeees ian se ae eS ee Mr. FAULKNER. Buzz. . . . Mr. Roberts. 
FOG) 3.5 ws. es ve! OS ‘* BERNARD. Squeezecrab . . . ‘* Srone. 

Flachly Be oe a0 el ‘|G. BaRRett. Ro+samond - . . Mrs. Bracrgr. 

Dimity. . ... . ‘Hyatt. Mre.Gabb. . . . ‘* WiILLrams. 


Nov. 18th. Mr. William Leggett, once editor of the Even- 
ing Post and Plaindealer, a critic of the highest intelligence, 
and a man of eminent literary ability, appeared as Bertram, 
making a failure so decided that he never again ventured to 
tread the boards. 

Mr. Conway first appeared here on the 20th, as Hamlet, and 
the peerless Mrs, Duff, on the 22d, as Jane Shore. 

Nov. 25th (Evacuation Day). Mr. Forrest played for the 
first time the Indian Chief, in “She Would be a Soldier,” 
and Mr. Keene appeared as Patrick, in the “ Poor Soldier.” 

Nov. 80th. “William Tell” was first played here, with 
Forrest as the hero; and, on the lst of December, “ Julius 
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Ceasar,” with Forrest as Marc Antony, Conway as Brutus, and 
George Barrett as “the lean and hungry Cassius’—the length 
and spareness of his person being his best, if not his only re- 
commendation for the character. Mr. Conway took his benefit 
December 11th, playing Cardinal Wolsey, in “Henry VIIL,” 
with Mrs. Duff’s exquisite representation of Queen Katharine, 
for the first time in New York. 

Dec. 13th. Mr. Hamblin first appeared, where he after- 
ward reigned as manager triumphant, in the character of 
Vir ginius. 

Dec. 14th. Mr. Forrest played, for the first time in New 
York, Earl Osmond, and, on Christmas night, the youthful 
libertine, George Barnwell. On the latter occasion a new 
farce was produced, called the’“ Smoked Miser,” wherein Mr. 
Roberts enacted the hero, Spiderlimb. 

Mr. Hamblin took his benefit on the 27th, when Forrest 
played Lear for the first time, with Hamblin as Edgar, Duff 
as Edmund, Young as Kent, and Mrs. Duff as Cordelia. Mr. 
Hamblin and Mrs. Gilfert also appeared as Sir Charles and 
Lady Rackett. 

Dec. 29th. Mr. Forrest appeared, for the first time, as Sir 
Edward Mortimer, on the 30th as Octavian, and on the 3d of 
January, 1827, for his own benefit, as Richard III. 

Jan. 15th, 1827. Urged by the embarrassments of her hus- 
band, Malibran, and tempted by the offer of five hundred dol- 
lars per night from Mr. Gilfert, Signorina Garcia returned to 
the stage, and first attempted a character in English opera, 
that of Count Belino, in the “Devil’s Bridge,” from which, 
oddly enough, all the music was cut, except the songs inci- 
dental to her part. With 2 slight foreign accent in her pro- 
nunciation of the language, she was as triumphant here as in 
the more familiar scenes of the Italian stage. 

Jan. 18th. Mr. Dwyer made his first appearance as Fal- 
staff, in the “ Merry Wives.” 

Jan. 25th. Mr. Forrest first played Rolla. 

Jan. 29th. The Signorina took a benefit, appearing for the 
first time as Rosetta, in “Love in a Village,” with Denman 
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(late of the Park) as Hawthorn, Keene as Young Meadows, 
Faulkner as Justice Woodcock, Hyatt as Hodge, and Mrs. 
Young, Lucinda. The Signorina sang in this piece the songs 
of “My Heart’s my Own,” “Cush-la-ma-chree,” and “Home, 
Sweet Home,” and, with Mr. Keene, the duet, “Begone, I 
Agree.” She also introduced the celebrated scena from 
“Tancredi,” “O Patria,” with the ever-favorite “Di Tanti.” 
The talents of Mrs. Gilfert and Mrs. Duff were first com- 
bined in the same play on the 31st, in an entertainment for 
the benefit of the suffering Greeks, then struggling for inde- 
pendence. The former played Hermione, and the latter Ca- 
lanthe, to the Damon of Mr. Forrest. 
Feb. 5th. The Signorina commenced a new engagement as 
Rosetta, aided by Mrs. Blake as Lucinda, her first appearance. 
Feb. 7th. After the performance of “Much Ado About 
Nothing,” a grand Pas Seul—* La Barege Coquette”—was exe- 
cuted by Madame Francisquy Hutin, her first appearance in 
America, and the first introduction of the modern French 
school of dancing on the American Stage. The house was 
crowded, and an anxious look of curiosity and expectation 
dwelt on every face; but when the graceful danseuse came 
bounding like a startled fawn upon the stage, her light and 
scanty drapery floating in air, and her symmetrical proportions 
liberally displayed by the force of a bewildering pirouette, 
the cheeks of the greater portion of the audience were crim- 
soned with shame, and every lady in the lower tier of boxes 
immediately left the house. But time works wondrous 
changes, and though for a while Turkish trowsers were adopted 
by the lady, they were finally discarded, and the common 
ballet-dresses, indecent though they be, were gradually en- 
dured, and are now looked upon as a matter of course. 
Madame Hutin was a skillful, graceful and daring dancer, and 
was greatly admired by the admirers of her peculiar school 
of art. She afterward married Claudius Labasse, the ballet 
master, who did not long survive the union. Madame Hutin 
Labasse—a widow, and in poverty—last appeared here in 1831. 
Mr. Sarzedas made his first appearance in New York, on 
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the 9th, as Young Norval. He was connected with this Thea- 
tre for several years. He last appeared in New York in 1840, 
at the Park, and has since been connected with the Western 
theatres. 

“ Don Giovanni” was brought out on the 12th, with George 
Barrett as the Don, Denman as Octavio, Roberts as Leporello, 
Keene as Massetto, Mrs. Blake as Leonora, and the Signorina, 
Zerlina. 

Feb. 15th. “El Hyder” was produced, with Mr. Sandtford’s 
stud of horses, and Mr. Thompson, from the Lafayette Thea- 
tre, as El Hyder. 

Feb. 20th. Mr. Blake made his first appearance as Don 
Feliz, in the “Wonder.” — 

The Signorina took her benefit on the 27th, with “Don 
Giovanni” and scenes from the “ Barber,” in which she was 
assisted by Signor Rosich, his first appearance. 

March 1st. Mons. and Madame Achille made their first 
appearance in America in a Grand Pas de Deux. The gen- 
tleman was the best male dancer yet seen in America, and 
Madame, by some, was considered fully equal to Hutin. She 
was, perhaps, as graceful, but not so dexterous and daring. 
They last appeared at Richmond Hill in 1832, but a popular 
dancing academy was afterward kept for many years by 
Madame Achille, who was as great a favorite in private as on 
the stage. 

Madame Hutin’s benefit occurred on the 2d, when she ap- 
peared, for the first time, as Florio, in the “Forest of Bondy.’ 

Mrs. Duff’s benefit took place on the 5th, when she pre- 
sented Dimond’s play of “ Adrian and Orilla,” finely cast, her 
husband representing Prince Allenberg, and she, Madame 
Clermont ; also, for the first time, a new piece called “Re- 
turned Killed,” thus cast: 


King Frederick . . . Mr. Stone. Milligan . . . . Mr. Durr. 


Baron Lindorf . . . ‘* FAULKNER. Joseph. . . . ‘* KENYON. 
Ernest. . ... . ‘¢  BERNABD. Pete. Se ie. ‘¢ HAMILTON, 
Brummenfeld . . . ‘“ LoGan. Mad. Lisherg. . . Mrs. WILLIAMS. 
Raubvogel . . . . ‘* ROBERTS. Victorine . . . . ‘* BRAZIER. 


Mrs. Blake revived the tragedy of “Adelgitha” for her 
benefit on the 7th, Mr. Blake appearing as Lothair, and Mrs. 
67 
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Duff, for the first time, in her grand and thrilling character 
of Adelgitha. The beneficiary appeared as Marian Ramsay, 
in “Turn Out.” 

For Mr. Keene’s benefit on the 11th, Mr. Henry Wallack, 
from the Chatham, appeared as Rob Roy, Mr. Keene as Francis, 
Mr. Roberts as the Baillie, Mrs. Blake as Diana Vernon, and 
Mrs. Duff, for the first time, as Helen McGregor. It is re- 
corded as a proof of Mrs. Duff’s excellence in Helen McGregor, 
that Hyatt, the comedian, who that night witnessed the per- 
formance from the boxes, familiar as he was with the actress 
in her professional walks, and thoroughly inured to the busi- 
ness of the Stage, was so overcome by the cunning of the scene 
that he was unable to restrain his tears, and that the entire 
audience exhibited the same unmistakable evidences of deep 
emotion. 

March 20th. Mr. Wilson made his first appearance in this 
theatre as Reuben Glenroy ; and on the 23d, Alexander Simp- 
son, from the Chatham, appeared for Hyatt’s benefit, as 
Molino, in the “ Blind Boy.” 

April 5th. Mr. Forrest commenced a new engagement as 
Damon, and took his benefit on the 2d of May, as King 
Lear. His performances attracted a large share of public 
attention, and received the warmest eulogiums of the critics, 
interspersed with much sensible and well-meant advice. 

May 21st. Mr. Forrest played Virginius, we believe for 
the first time; and a new farce, called “ Before Breakfast,” (in 
which the elder Mathews was very happy in London) was 
produced, with the following cast: 

Lieut Hevanua | 2 > Baawasb, Panny >.) | Mra Beasten. 

May 22d. “Venice Preserved” was performed, with Wil- 
son, Forrest and Mrs. Duff in the cast; and in the afterpiece 
of the “Sleep Walker,” Mr. Roberts, as Somno, not only gave 
admirable imitations of Booth, Kean, Macready, Maywood, 
Hilson, Barnes, Cowell, Hyatt, Simpson, Clarke, Herbert, Keene 
and Andrew Allen, but greatly amused the audience by imita- 
ting Moses Phillips’ imitations of Barnes, and Roberts himself. 
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May 24th. The nautical melo-drama of the “ Flying Dutch- 
man” was produced here, with the following great cast, which 


insured a great run: 
Vanderdecken .. . Mr. G. Barruet. Von Bummell. rhe RoBeRts. 


Von Brunt... . ‘* FAULKNER. Lestelle goo gh? Gabe om rs. G. BarRert. 
Lieut. Mowdrey . . - ‘* Burmmarp. Lucy. eo eS we Young. 
Tom Willis . . . . * Youma. Rockaldja . . . . ‘* #£=Durp. 


The latter character soon descended to Mr. Logan, and has 
always since, we believe, had a male representative. 

June Ist. For the benefit of Mr. Wilson, who was quite 
successful here, a Mr. Osborne first appeared in America as 
Glenalvon, in the tragedy of “Douglas,” with Forrest as Young 
Norval, for the first time in New York; Wilson as Old Norval: 
and Mrs. Duff as Lady Randolph. 

June 8th. Mr. George Barrett’s benefit, and first night of 
a comedy, called the “Wife’s Stratagem,” modernized from 
Shirley’s old play of the “Gamesters,” thus cast: 


Wilding . 2... . Mr. G. Bagrzre. Acreless . . . . Mr. Logan. 
Volatile . .... “© BERNARD. Sellaway . - . * J. Barry. 
Barnacle . . . « « ‘6 FAULENER. Mrs. Wilding . . . Mrs. Youna. 
Bob Barnacle. . . .-. ‘* Hyatt. Arabella . . © G. Barrett. 


Also the first performance of Buckstone’s farce of the “ Lot- 
tery Ticket,” in which Roberts made a great hit as Worm- 
wood, with G. Barrett as Capias, C. Scott as Charles, Mrs. 
Williams as Mrs, Corset, and Mrs. G. Barrett, Susan. 

June 9th. Henry Wallack commenced an engagement as 
Rolla, and on the 11th appeared as Octavian, in the “ Mount- 
aineers,” when Mrs. H. Wallack made her first appearance as 
Agnes. 

On the latter evening, a grand ballet of action, entitled the 
“ Deserter,” was produced, under the direction of Mons. Achille, 
with the following cast: 


Alexis. . ... . Mr. 4H. uence: Louise. .... Mme. Hurtin. 
General .... . am: Youn Jeannette... . ‘¢  ACHILLB. 
Jean Louis .... * Cc. Dueana: Countess .. . . Mrs. Ropers. 
Montauciel . . . . Mons. ACHILLE. Attendant. . . . Miss Kent. 
Nicalee . . . . Sig. ANGRISANI. Aunt... .. 6 ARMSTRONG. 


On the occasion of Mr. Henry Wallack’s benefit, Mr. Hamb- 
lin appeared as Macbeth, Mr. Wallack as Macduff, and his 
sister, Mrs. Hill, from the Chatham, as Lady Macbeth. Mr. 
and Mrs, Wallack also appeared in “Of Age To-morrow.” as 
Willinghurst and Maria. . 

June 27th. In the “School for Scandal,” Mrs. Gilfert re- 
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appeared, after her Southern tour, as Lady Teazle, and Mr. 
Quin made his first appearance in New York as Moses. In 
1832, poor Quin died in the Philadelphia Almshouse. 
Immediately after the comedy, a pas seul, from the ballet of 
the “Twelve Pages,” was executed by Mademoiselle Celeste, 
her first appearance in America. This best of melo-dramatic 
actresses is said to have been bornin Paris, August 6tb, 1814, 
and at a very early age was placed as a pupil in the Conser- 
vatoire of the Academie Royale de Musique. While there, as a 
child, she appeared with Talma, the greatest of French tra- 
gedians, and with Madame Pasta, the most sublime of singers. 
She was a child in years when she first appeared here, but her 
grace and beauty attracted universal admiration, and won for 
her the hand of Mr. Elliott, an American gentleman, to whom 
she was married in 1828, and by whom she became the mother 
of an only daughter, since united to a gentleman of Balti- 
more. After dancing with success in the principal theatres 
of the Union, she sailed from New Orleans for Liverpool, and 
there first appeared upon the British stage as Fenella, in 
“ Masaniello,” in which she achieved a signal success. She 
went the round of the provincial theatres, and then appeared 
in London at Drury Lane, and at the Queen’s Theatre, where 
she first gained a metropolitan repute by her astonishing 
performance of Mathilde, in the “French Spy,” being soon 
recognized as a brilliant star in all the best minor theatres of 
London. After visiting France, Italy, and Germany, she re- 
turned to London, and was triumphantly welcomed at Drury 
Lane, where she appeared in “La Bayadere,” “ Prince Leboo,” 
“ Revolt of the Harem,” &c. On the 17th of November, 1834, 
she again appeared in New York, at the Bowery, as Mathilde, 
and during the season there played some of the most brilliant 
and successful engagements on record. Understanding the 
value of the puff preliminary, she was heralded in every paper 
of the Union in terms of unqualified praise, and curiosity was 
on tiptoe to witness her performances wherever she went. 
During this tour, which extended to 1837, it is said that she 
netted the sum of forty thousand pounds, with which she re- 
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turned to England. She made us a third visit in 1838, and 
played her farewell engagement then, at the Park Theatre, in 
January, 1840. 

In 1848, she managed, with the co-operation of Mr. Webster, 
a theatre in Liverpool, and in 1844, with the same gentleman, 
became lessee of the Adelphi, London. Her next visit to 
America was in the fall of 1851, when she made her first — 
appearance at the Broadway Theatre, on the 18th of Oc- 
tober, as Miami, in “Green Bushes,” and took her farewell 
benefit there in June, 1852. On the 25th of September, 1865, 
after an absence of thirteen years, Celeste unexpectedly pre- 
sented herself at the new Broadway Theatre as Miriam, the 
Hebrew Mother, in a new play called the “Woman in Red,” 
and, as of yore, excited her audience to the very highest pitch 
of enthusiasm. 

It was rumored that her re-appearance was rendered neces- 
sary by some unfortunate investments which had seriously 
impaired her hitherto ample fortune. 

In her prime, to the greatest elegance and symmetry of 
person, she added a handsome face, most eloquent dark eyes, 
and an expressiveness of feature, beyond any actress of the 
age. Every movement was full of grace, and every attitude a 
picture. The power, pathos, and effect of her pantomimic 
acting have never been approached, while her assumptions of 
male attire and heroic character, in such parts as Vander- 
decken, in the “Flying Dutchman,” and Valentine, in “ Val- 
entine and Orson,” were marvelous exhibitions of daring am- 
bition and successful achievement. Her success in America 
has been equaled among women only by Fanny Kemble and 
Jenny Lind, and among the multitude she was undoubtedly 
the most popular of the trio. On her last appearance, her face 
indicated the ravages of time, by an increased sharpness of 
feature, and her whole person seemed emaciated, but her 
powers as an actress were in no wise diminished. 

A fourth French danseuse, who also acquired considerable 
favor, was Mademoiselle Heloise, who made her first appear- 
ance on the 7th of July in a grand pas seul. 
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July 11th. Mrs. Gilfert had her benefit, playing Juliana, 
in the “Honeymoon,” Celeste dancing a pas seul, and Signo- 
rina Garcia appearing in the “Tancredi” landing-scene. 

July 14th. “Love among the Roses,” a farce, was first 


played, as follows: 
Ald. Marigold . . . Mr. C. Scort. | Sharpseet . . . . Mr. BErwarp. 
Capt. Gorgon . . . ‘“* FAULKNER. | Holyhock . . . . ‘* KENYON. 


Edmund ... . . =‘ Logan. _ Rose . . . . ._ Mrs. Brasige. 
The “Hundred-Pound Note,” which attained great popu- 
larity, was next played on the 18th, with the annexed cast: 


Moutmorency . . . Mr. G. Barrett. Bilker . . .. . Mr. C. Durane. 
O’Suocknesey. 2. . . “ C. Scort. Lady Pedigree . . Mrs. WILLIAMs. 
Billy Black . » .  §* ROBERTS. Mrs. Arlington . . ‘* Huaques. 
Morgan... . . ‘6 FAULENER. Harriet Arlington . ‘“ G. Barggeft. 
Janus... . 8. ‘* Kenyon. | Nurse... .. ‘© Ropsrts. 


Roberts as Billy Black, with his batch of conumdrums, and 
his everlasting “ D’ye give it up?” was perfectly irresistible. 

July 23d. Mr. Forrest played Shylock for the first time, 
and Mr. Collingbourne made his first appearance here in the 
part of Antonio. 

Aug. 3d. The proceeds of the evening were for the benefit 
of the widow of William Spiller, the late favorite comedian 

of the Park and Chatham. 

' Aug. 8th. Major Stevens, the dwarf, first appeared as 

Tom Thumb. 

_ Aug. 10th. Andrew Allen, the costumer, took a benefit, on 
which occasion he slipped on the sock as Governor Heartall, 
and Sir Harry, in “High Lite Below Stairs,” and introduced 
some reminiscences of the Stage for the previous quarter of a 
century. 

Aug. 14th. Mr. Hamblin commenced an engagement as 
Brutus, and on the 20th appeared, for the first time, as Lord 
Townly, with Mrs. Gilfert as the Lady. 

Aug. 22d. A benefit was given to the widow of Mr. Coyle, 
the artist, who lost his life by being accidentally thrown from 
a cart by the sudden starting of the horse from fright. 

Aug. 24th. Mrs. Williams played Richard IL. for her 
benefit, when her husband made his first appearance here as 
Richmond. No cessation of performance took place during 
the summer, but the continuance of the season we defer for 
a future chapter. 


CHAPTER XXXYV. 


Park Theatre, 1827-8. 


H E company engaged for the new season at the 
Park included Messrs. Barry, Simpson, Woodhull, 
Hilson, Rees, Placide, Howard, Boyle, Foot, W. 
Jones, H. Williams, H. Knight, Jervis, T. Placide, Povey, 
Nexsen, Wray, Wheatley, Parker and Durie; Mesdames Hil- 
son, Hackett, Stickney, Sharpe, Wheatley, Barry, Godey, 
Durie, Moreland and Benjamin, and the Misses panes? 
Bland and Julia Wheatley. 

Barnes and Hackett were to appear occasionally, and among 
the promised stars were Cooper, Mrs. Duff, Miss Kelly, Mrs. 
Knight, Mrs. Barnes, Horn the vocalist, and Miss Clara Fisher. 

Clarke, Lee, Richings, Bancker, Denman, Miss E. Placide, 
(who retired on her marriage with Mr. Asbury) Mrs. De Luce 
and Mrs. Smith, were no longer on the stock list. 

The establishment was re-occupied for the first time by 
the regular company, September 3d, 1827. “Paul Pry” was 
performed, with Hilson as Paul, Placide as Col. Hardy, H. 
Williams as Frank, and Barry as Harry Stanley, the remain- 
der of the characters as originally performed. A ballet fol- 
lowed, entitled the “ Highland Wedding,” in which Mr. Parker 
and Mrs. Godey appeared, and the entertainments terminated 
with the “ Burning of the Kent.” 

The French Opera, for a period, was given twice a week, on 
which nights the comedians migrated to their old place of 
refuge, the Broadway Circus. 
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Sept. 5th. Mr. Hackett made his first appearance, after his 
return from Europe, as Richard II, in imitation of Kean; 
and, on the 7th, in conjunction with Mr. Barnes, appeared in 
the “Comedy of Errors,” in which he was far more admired 
and applauded. 

Mrs. Moreland made her first appearance in a fancy dance 
on the 5th, with great approbation. 

Sept. 11th. “The Will” was performed, with Miss Clara 
Fisher as Albina Mandeville ,succeeded by the farce of “Old 
and Young,” in which she personated the four Mowbrays, sup- 
ported by Jones as Old Wilton, Nexsen as Mowbray, Placide 
as Peter, and Mrs. Wheatley, Peggy. Clara Fisher's first list 
of characters on the Park boards, following the above, con- 
sisted of Goldfinch, Maria, (“Actress of All Work”) Helen 
Worrett, Letitia Hardy, Crack, Little Pickle, Young Norval, 
Harriet, (“Is He Jealous?”) Priscilla Tomboy, Lydia Lan- 
guish, Cherubino, Clari and Marian Ramsay, in all of which 
her success was unprecedented, and words were wanting by 
the critics to express a due opinion of her merits. 

Miss Clara Fisher (now Mrs. Maeder) was born in England, 
July 14th, 1811. Her father, Mr. Frederick George Fisher, a 
gentleman of fine literary taste, was, at one time, proprietor 
of a noted library at Brighton, and afterward an active auc- 
tioneer in London. Displaying unconsciously, at the earliest 
age, a natural genius for dramatic performance, she was 
taken when six years old to witness a rehearsal of “Gulliver 
in Lilliput,” at Drury Lane Theatre, the performers being 
children between the years of six and ten, and was so fascin- 
ated with the scene that she eagerly begged her father’s per- 
mission to join the little troupe, and having recited a speech 
from “Jane Shore” to the manager, she was at once engaged, 
and on her account a masque, written by Mr. Fisher, was added 
to the drama, introducing the last act of Richard III.” in 
which character (as Lord Flimnap) Miss Clara first came be- 
fore the public with a success so decided that the burlesque 
was repeated seventeen nights, and immediately after the 
youthful Roscia was engaged at Covent Garden, where she 
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appeared with equal éclat. It is worthy of remark that 
among the Lilliputian army at Drury Lane, two eminent 
New York favorites, Mrs. Vernon and Mrs. Hamblin (Shaw) 
first paced the boards of a theatre. 

So marvelous was Miss Fisher’s excellence in Richard, and 
so intense the curiosity to witness her performance, that ap- 
plications for her services poured in from every quarter, and 
in the course of a few years she had appeared with corre- 
sponding success in all the principal cities and towns of Great 
Britain and Ireland; in fact, she was the wonder of her times, 
and as a juvenile performer, eclipsed all predecessors and 
successors. 

After five years spent in starring, an engagement for three 
years, at a large salary, was accepted for her at Drury Lane, 
where she re-appeared as Little Pickle, December 3d, 1822, 
with the most rapturous applause, which she commanded in 
every succeeding character while she remained there. 

On her arrival in America, she had not yet reached her 
seventeenth year, and though not possessing strict beauty of 
feature, was certainly one of the most bewitching specimens 
of feminine creation that eyes had ever looked on. 

Her person, below the middle height, and just reaching, 
but not exceeding a delicate plumpness, was exquisitely 
formed; her manners were sprightly and vivacious, yet per- 
fectly natural and artless; her expression arch and intelli- 
gent; her cheeks dimpling with smiles, and her eyes were 

“So modestly beaming, 
Of mischief she could not be dreaming, 


Yet many can tell how fatal the spell 
That lurked in the eyes of—”’ 


the song says—Kate Kearney; but Truth might justly, if 

not harmoniously, substitute the name of our fair heroine. 
Appearing, as she constantly did, in the characters of boys 

and striplings, she had her fine hair closely cut on the back 

of the head, while on her brow she wore the then fashionable 

rolls or puffs, a style that was immediately adopted by all 

fashionable ladies under twenty-five, and by some of more 
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mature age; while an imitation of her delicate but natural 
lisp was considered equally indispensable. In fact, she be- 
longed to the royal family of lions, and her name was bor- 
rowed to give popularity to new fashions and old hotels, slow 
stages and fast racers; and anything or anybody that could 
claim the most distant connection with the “celebrated Clara 
Fisher” was sure of attracting notice and distinction. 

On her appearance as Albina, a feeling of disappointment 
was felt by the audience during the earlier portion of the 
play, until she introduced, for the first time in America, the 
song of “Hurrah! for the Bonnets of Blue,’ which went like 
an electric flash through the house, and drew down that 
spirit-stirring applause so necessary to give confidence to one 
appearing for the first time before a crowd of strangers. But 
from that moment all was life, animation and success, and 
her performance of the soldier, the fop, and the glutton, in 
the Four Mowbrays, stamped her the very best of actresses in 
light and eccentric comedy. 

For several years her popularity was unbounded, and when 
at last it began to wane, it could be attributed only to the 
fickleness of public taste and the immense influx of foreign 
rivals, for no diminution of merit was at all perceptible. 

Her intellect was capable of grasping the most masterly 

creations of the most exalted minds, and in childhood her 
success was equally apparent in tragedy, opera, or farce, but 
on reaching womanhood, her face, voice and person were 
adapted principally to the lighter characters of opera and 
comedy, and in the latter line we consider her the most per- 
fect and finished actress that has ever trod the American 
Stage. 
Her best character in tragedy was Ophelia, which she played 
with the most touching grace and winning simplicity; her 
Viola, too, was a beautiful personation ; yet she produced far 
more effect in the more every-day character of Clari, which 
she played with a pathos so irresistible and natural, that tears 
were always forced from every eye that saw it. 

In the fashionable lady of high comedy, she had all the 
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ease and grace and elegance requisite for the part, but her 
diminutive figure lent no aid to support its dignity, and she 
often appeared the child aping the woman; yet her Lady 
Teazle was a very charming performance, and we have seen 
her play Lady Gay Spanker far more to our liking than its 
first representative, Miss Cushman, who divested the character 
of everything like refinement or delicacy. In opera, Clara 
Fisher appeared to every advantage that a thorough knowl- 
edge of music with a limited extent of voice permitted. She 
has personated with approbation the Prince, in “Cinderella,” 
Arbaces, in “ Artaxerxes ;” Susanna, Liza, &c., but her best 
vocal efforts were found in those ballads to which her inimit- 
able expression gave a lasting popularity. Among these may 
be enumerated, “Fall not in love, dear girls, beware!” “I 
should very much like to know,” “ Kate Kearney,” “ Love was 
once a little boy,” “Ah! I remember that sweet hour,” “Merry 
mountain horn,” “ Honi soit qui mal y pense,” “The girl that 
I love,” and a hundred others. One indeed will never be for- 
gotten by those who heard it from the lips of Little Pickle, 
“Since then I’m doomed this sad reverse to prove,” which 
was given with such plaintive sadness as to move every heart 
to pity. Her Sailor’s Hornpipe, too, in this character, proba- 
bly gave more real pleasure than any fantastic pas ever exe- 
cuted by a French dancer. 

The line of characters in which Clara Fisher appeared with 
most success was the same in which Mrs. Jordan and Madame 
Vestris achieved their greatest triumphs—the former as the 
true actress of nature; the latter as the most elaborate ex- 
emplar of artificial life. She was nature itself in the mis- 
chievous boys and romping girls of the Stage, while the pert 
chambermaid and the belle of the saloon were hit off with an 
unexampled fidelity. What could be more perfect than her 
Vincent, in “John of Paris,” or her Cherubino, or her Paul the 
Pet? Who could have excelled her in Peggy, the “ Country 
Girl,” or Letitia Hardy, or Helen Worrett, or Harriet Arling- 
ton? Were there ever such amusing Abigails as her Betty 
Finikin, or Phebe, in “Paul Pry,” or Victoire, in the “Invin- 
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cibles?” How different, yet equally admirable, were her 
Giovanni and Cowslip, Nell Gwynne and Amanthis, Dolly 
Bull, Cicely Homespun and Kate O' Brien—in sooth, one might 
extend the list indefinitely, and arrive at the same conclusion 
in the end, that she was unequaled. 

One of the best characters of her later days was the Fool, in 
“Lear,” which she made a very important personage when 
Macready brought out the play as originally written; and 
during the last few years she has played with the most con- 
summate ability such characters as Mrs. Page, Mrs. Trictrac, 
Mrs. Candour, Barbara Manly, in “Romance and Reality,” 
Mrs. Bob Cratchet, the Widow Green, Audrey, &c. &c. 

Clara Fisher never sought vulgar admiration—she never 
forced a point and then solicited applause. Like Mrs. Duff 
in tragedy, her unity of conception was most remarkable, and 
she never willingly raised a smile at the expense of consist- 
ency. Her attention to the minutis of a part was wonderful, 
and the skill and carefulness she has evinced during the present 
season (1866) prove that it was not her youthful freshness alone 
nor the credulity of her admirers that rendered her so long 
an idol. 

On the 6th of December, 1834, she was united in marriage 
to Mr. James G. Maeder, a distinguished musician, and the 
vocal preceptor of Mr. Wood, Charlotte Cushman, and other 
celebrities. Much of the ample fortune she acquired in her 
earlier years was lost in the ruin of the United States Bank, 
and much in unfortunate attempts at theatrical management. 
Her last engagement at the Park was in the disastrous season 
of 1840-41, when she was in the stock company. On the 
28th of September, 1841, she had the honor of receiving a 
complimentary benetit there, arranged for her by a committee 
of ladies, the receipts of which amounted to nearly two thou- 
sand dollars. Her last appearance on that Stage, the scene of 
her many triumphs, was in the character of Lydia Langwish, 
for the benefit of her sister, Mrs. Vernon, November 6th, 1844. 
After a residence of several years in Albany, she returned to 
this city in the fall of 1851, and appeared for one season at 
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Brougham’s Lyceum, and afterward occasionally assisted in 
Madame Thillon’s opera troupe at Niblo’s. Of her personal 
character, we are assured by one who knows her well that in 
private life alone can her virtues and worth be properly ap- 
preciated, and that she truly is the blessing and pride of her 
domestic circle. 

Sept. 15th. Mr. C. W. Armstrong, editor of the New York 
Spy, had a benefit, on whieh occasion Mr. Rees, who proved 
to be a valuable actor in comic old men, made his first ap- 
pearance in America as Justice Woodcock, in “Love in a Vil- 
lage;” Mr. Richings made an only appearance in Young 
Meadows ; Ferdinand Durang, ditto, in a hornpipe; and Mr. 
Duff played Looney McTwolter, his first appearance here in 
four years. 

Sept. 19th. Mr. Hackett appeared as Parts, in Massinger’s 
“Roman Actor,” with his celebrated defense of the Stage. 
The attempt was pronounced “a little heavy, but no less 
divine.” 

Mr. Cooper commenced an engagement on the 24th, as 
Virginius, and to strengthen his failing attraction, the aid of 
Mrs. Duff was called in, who, on the 27th, made her first ap- 
pearance here in four years as Belvidera. 

The “Hundred-Pound Note” was first played here on the 
29th, with Hilson as Billy Black; Simpson, Montmorency ; 
Rees, O'Shaughnessy ; Mrs. Wheatley as Lady Pedigree; and 
Mrs. Sharpe, Harriet. 

Miss Clara Fisher’s first benefit in America occurred Oc- 
tober 1st, when she appeared in “ Clari,” “Is He Jealous?” and 
“Turn Out.” 

Miss Kelly first appeared this season on the 3d, as Beatrice 
and Rosina ; and on the 4th, for the first time, personated Gil 
Blas. _ ' 

Oct. 5th. After the performance of “Bertram,” with Cooper 
and Mrs. Duff, a scene from the “Man of the World” was 
given, in which Mr. Hackett first attempted the character of 
McSycophant. 

Oct. 8th. The farce of “Comfortable Lodgings” was first 
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played, in which Mr. Rees made a capital hit as Sir Hipping- 
ton Miff, with Placide as Captain Bonassus, Hilson as Rigma- 
role, Mrs. Wheatley as Mme. Bonassus, and Mrs. Sharpe, An- 
toinetie. 

Oct. 9th. Mr. Henry Knight made his first appearance in 
America as Tom, in “Intrigue,” and Robin Roughead. He 
was a son of the famous London comedian, and was himself 
an amusing actor, though not of the first class. He married 
the elder Miss Kent, daughter of the former comedian of the 
Park, and is last remembered in New York at the Richmond 
Hill, in 1832. He died at Elktown, Maryland, December 
15th, 1839, from the effects of an injury received while at- 
tempting to jump on a rail-car when in motion. 

Oct. 11th. Soane’s legendary romance of “ Faustus” was 
produced with great splendor, and the following cast: 


Faustus -... . Mr. Simpson. Mephistophiles . . Mr. Barry. 

Ct. Orsino ... . ‘** Howarp. Adine . ... . Mrs. KniGcar. 

Ct. Cassanova . . . ‘4 PLACIDE. Rosolia . . . . ‘* Swarpr. 
Montolio ..... ‘6 "WoopHULL. Lucetta . . . . ‘“ Hacxrr. 
Wagner... =. ‘¢ Himson. 


The music, by Bishop and Horn, had ample justice done it, 
and Mrs. Knight, who made her first appearance this season, 
gave especial satisfaction in her songs, “Come, Love, to Me,” 
and “Saul, O King!” 

Mrs. Duff took her farewell benefit on the 12th, appearing, 
for the first time in New York, as Virginia, to Cooper’s Vir- 
ginius. Mr. Duff also appeared as Murtoch Delany, in which 
he gave the original song and planxty. They sailed for Eng- 
land on the 4th of December. 

Oct. 17th. Mr. Charles E. Horn made his first appearance 
in America as the Seraskier, in the “Siege of Belgrade.” He 
soon after appeared as Prince Orlando, Don Sylvio, Henry 
Bertram, and Trumore, (“Lord of Manor”) with Mrs. Knight’s 
aid as Floretia, Isadora, &c. Mr. Horn was born in London, 
(of German descent) A.D. 1788. His father was a distin- 
guished musician, and instructed him on the piano-forte; the 
science of music was imparted by Baumgarten, and his vocal 
tutors were Rauzzini and T. Welsh. He first performed in the 
orchestra at Covent Garden, on the double base, and afterward 
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at the Italian opera, on the second violoncello. He made his 
appearance as a singer at the Lyceum Theatre, June 26th, 
1809, and rising rapidly in favor, soon attained a high posi- 
tion on the boards of Drury Lane. While he retained his 
voice, he was equally admired here, but its failure caused 
him to leave the stage about 1835, although he afterward 
frequently appeared in the concert-room as vocalist and an 
accompanyist on the piano. He also at one time was engaged 
in business as music-seller and publisher. As a composer 
and adapter, he was very happy. Several of his songs, “I’ve 
been Roaming,” “ Deep, deep Sea,” “Cherry Ripe,” “Mermaid’s 
Cave,” “Dark-eyed One,” &c., attained great popularity. The 
music of the “Bee Hive,” “Woodman’s Hut,” “Ninth Statue,” 
“Lalla Rookh,” “Dido,” &c., was of his composition, and he 
also arranged many foreign operas for the English Stage. 
His last original opera, “Ahmed Al Kamel, or the Pilgrim of 
Love,” was produced at the old National Theatre, in 1840. 
Mr. Horn died at Boston of typhoid fever, October 22d, 1849. 
His first wife was Miss Ray, a London actress, and his second, 
whom he married here, was the vocalist Miss Horton, who 
survived him. 

Miss Kelly took-her benefit on the 30th, when she appeared 
as Caroline, in the “Prize,” and Rosantha, in “Brother and 
Sister,” aided by Horn and Mrs. Knight, and Clara Fisher 
played the Mowbrays. 

Mr. Horn’s first benefit came off November 5th, when he ap- 


peared as Lord Winlove, in “ Fontainbleau,” with Mrs. Knight 


as Rosa, and Clara Fisher as Dolly Bull. Miss Kelly also ap- 
peared, and the musical farce of “Abon Hassan” was first 
played, with the following cast: 


Abon Hassan - . . Mr. Horn. Zobeide . . . . Mrs. Srioxwey. 

Caliph. . . .. . «JONES. Zuliema . . . . ‘* KNient. 

Mesrour .... . ‘6 REEB. Noxamoul. . . . ‘6 WHrar.er. 
1) on ‘6 ~PLAOIDE. 


Nov. 7th. Mrs. Knight’s benefit, when the “Duenna” was 
revived, with Horn as Carlos, Howard as Ferdinand, Placide 
(first time) as Don Jerome, Miss Kelly, Clara, and Mrs. Knight, 
Louisa. Clara Fisher likewise appeared as Paul, to Mra. 
Knight's Virginia. 
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Nov. 8th. A new version of “Der Freyschutz,” with Weber's 
music, was given, with the following cast: 


Caspar .... =. Mr. Horn. Killian. . .. . Mr. Puaorps. 
Adolph .... . Miss KELLY. Linda. ... . Mrs. KNiGHt. 
Ottocar .... . Mr. Howarp. Roee . ...s ‘© ~6$SSHABPE. 
Bernhard. . .. . ‘6 WoopsULL. 


Caspar was the best part that Horn ever played or sung, 
and he has never since been equaled in it, while Mrs. Knight's 
Linda was justly considered one of her happiest efforts. 

Nov. 9th. Mr. Cooper commenced his farewell engagement 
in his best part, Virginius, Mrs. Barnes making her first ap- 
pearance this season as Virginia. 

Nov. 12th. The farce of “ Bears not Beasts” was first played, 
as follows: 


Puddifat . ... . “6 REES. Zaida . . . .» « Mrs. SHARPE. 


Snapall .... . Mr. PLAGIDsZ. | Babalonk. . . . Mr. Jomzs. 
Bashaw ..... ‘6 WoopHULL. Fatima. .... ‘* 6 GODEY. 


Nov. 15th. The Frenchy drama of the “Gambler's Fate” 
was brought out with much success, and was throughout ex- 
ceedingly well played by the following performers: 


Old Germain. . . . Mr. JERvis. Baalamb .. . . Mr. PLacrps. 
Albert. ..... sé BasBry. Julia . . . . Mrs. BARNES. 
Henry. . .... Mrs. SHaRpz. Mme. Belcour. . . ‘* Sricxney. 
Maloour .... . Mr. Woopsvu... Mrs. Baalamb ‘6 WHEATLEY 


Nov. 16th. Mrs. Hackett’s benefit. The “ Marriage of Fig- 
aro,” with Mrs. Barnes as Cherubino, Miss Kelly as Susanna, 
and Mrs. Hackett as the Countess; also the “Hundred-Pound 
Note,” with Hackett, for the first time, as Monitmorency, and 
Barnes as Billy Black. 

Nov. 21st. Mrs. Barnes’s benefit. Adelgitha, for the first 
time, by Mrs. Barnes; the “Citizen,” with Miss Kelly as 
Maria, and the “Gambler’s Fate,” with little Charlotte Barnes 
as the child Rose. 

Nov. 23d. First night of “Peter Wilkins, or the Flying 
Islanders,” with Miss Kelly as Peter, Jervis as the Nondescript, 
Woodhull as John Adams, Rees as O’Scud, Placide as Crow- 
quill, Mrs. Sharpe as Yourakee, and Mrs. Godey, Hallicarnia. 
It did not prove as popular here as at the Bowery. 

Morris’s drama of “ Brier Clitf” was first played here on the 
26th, with Barry as Onalaska, Simpson as Capt. Musgrave, 
Placide as Doctor Meredith, and Mrs. Hilson, Mary Jansen. 
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Nov. 28th. The “Comedy of Errors,” &c., for the benefit of 
the widow of the late Mr. Pritchard. 

Nov. 30th. Mrs. Hemans’s beautiful drama, entitled the 
“Vespers of Palermo,” was produced by Mrs. Hilson, for her 
benefit, cast as follows: 


Count di Procida . . Mr. Barry. Anselmo . . . . Mr. Foor. 
Raimond... . . ‘** §1MPSON. Vettoria . . . . Mrs. BABRY. 
Ezibert ..... ‘6 WooDuULL. Constance. . . . ‘** HILSON. 
Montalba.... . ‘6 JONES. 


We believe it was never repeated. 

Dec. 3d. For Mr. Simpson’s benefit, a trashy drama, called 
the “Cornish Miners,” was first represented, and Mr. Hackett 
appeared, for the first time, as Tristram Fickle, in the “ Weather- 
cock.” | 

Dec. 8th. During the performance of “ Faustus,” owing to 
an accident happening to the machinery, Mrs. Barry and 
Messrs. Barry and Simpson were very severely injured by 
falling—the lady having one of her legs broken. 

Dec. 10th. First night of Miss Clara Fisher’s second en- 
gagement. The “Will,” and “Old and Young,” were per- 
formed. 

Dec. 14th. Mr. William Forrest (brother of the tragedian) 
made his first appearance in this theatre, as Harry Dornton. 

Dec. 18th. Mrs. Sharpe took her benefit, appearing for the 
first time as Count Belino, and reviving an old farce called the 
“ Recontre,” thus cast: 


Bonceur. ... . Mr. Reps. Pierre . .... Mr. PLacipe. 
DeCourcy. . .. . ‘* WoopHULL. Mme. Merville . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
St. Leon .... . ‘¢ ~HowaArp. Justine. . . . . ‘6 HAOKETT. 


Dec. 28th. For Miss Clara Fisher’s benefit, Mr. Archer, 
from the Bowery, appeared as Romeo, the lady personating 
Juliet, for the first time, and appearing in a new piece called 
the “ Ten Mowbrays! !” 

Dec. 31st. Mr. Barry’s benefit occurred, when he appeared, 
for the first time since his accident, on crutches, as Capt. 
Bertram, in “Fraternal Discord,” with Clara Fisher as Char- 
lotte, who also played for the first time Capt. Allclack, in the 
“Invisible Girl.” 

Jan. 2d, 1828. The beautiful Mrs. Austin made her first 
appearance in New York as Rosetta, in “Love in a Village,” 
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followed by her subsequent assumptions of Mary Copp, Ro- 
sina, Lucy Bertram, Clara, in the “Duenna,” &c. This bril- 
liant songstress, who had just concluded a successful engage- 
ment in Philadelphia, where she had first appeared in Am- 
erica, on the 10th of December, 1827, was more accom- 
plished in the Italian school of music than any vocalist who 
had preceded her, Malibran alone excepted. Her voice ex- 
tended to nearly three octaves, and possessed remarkable 
purity and sweetness, “its liquid tones coming as softly on 
the sense of hearing as snow upon the waters, or dew upon 
thé flowers.” Her merit was confined exclusively to her 
singing and to a very lovely personal appearance. She was 
no actress, nor had she the archness, expression or feeling re- 
quisite for a successful ballad singer. Under the skillful 
management of her musical director, Mr. F. H. F. Berkeley, 
she attained a popularity superior to any English singer, Mrs. 
Wood excepted, on whose appearance she was naturally thrown 
in the shade. Mrs. Austin was the original heroine here of 
“ Cinderella,” “ Artaxerxes,” the “White Lady,” “Caliph of 
Bagdad,” “ Fra Diavolo,” and other operas, which* owed their 
success principally to her exertions. Her Ariel, in the “Tem- 
pest,” and Apollo, in “ Midas,” to this day remain unapproached 
in excellence. She played her farewell engagement at the 
Park in 1835, making her last appearance there on the 8th of 
April, but was induced by liberal offers afterward to play a 
few nights at the Bowery, where she made her last appear- 
ance in America, on the 8th of May, 1835, as Diana Vernon 
and Virginia. We believe she still lives in Europe. 

Jan. 8th. The romance of the “Sleeping Beauty” was first 
produced, and received much applause, with the following cast: 


Aldibert . . . . . Mr. Bapgrry. Edward . . . . Mrs. Goprr. 
Edgar. .... . ‘¢ HOWARD. Ethelinde . . . . ‘* S#HABPE. 
Oswin-. ..... ‘6 REED. Ellen... - . °° Hacwert. 
Launcelot - .« « . * PLAacIpR. 


Jan. llth. Mr. Pearman’s first appearance this season, as 
Trumore, in the “ Lord of the Manor,” for the benefit of Mrs. 
Austin, who played Annette. 

Jan. 14th. Miss Kelly’s first night, as Rosalind, to Mr. 
Maywood’s Jacques. 
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Jan. 17th. For the benefit of Mr. Barnes, the celebrated 
comedy from Plautus, entitled “ Amphytrion, or the Two 
Sosias,? with the following cast: 


Mercury . (as Sosia) . Mr. Haoxett. Alemena .. . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Jupiter .... . ‘6 REED. Phedra ... . ‘* Hacker, 
Amphytrion. . . . ‘ Woopsvtt.. Bromia .. . . ‘* W2HBATLEY. 
Sosia . . . 2... ‘¢ BARNES. 


Shakspeare doubtless took his “Comedy of Errors” from 
this drama, and, although better adapted to the modern stage, 
it lacks all of the nature and probability of the original. 

Jan. 18th. First night of a series of operas, embracing 
“Tionel and Clarissa,” “Marriage of Figaro,” “Der Frei- 
schutz,” “ Castle of Andalusia,” “Clari,” “ Abon Hassan,” “No 
Song, No Supper,” and “Midas,” in which Mrs. Austin ap- 
peared for the first time as Clarissa, the Countess, Linda, Lo- 
renza, and Margaretta; Mr. Horn as Count Almaviva, Miss 
Kelly as Alphonso, Pearman as Lionel, Figaro, Adolph, Ferdi- 
nand, and Apollo, and Mrs. Knight as Clari, Zuliema, &c. 

Jan. 31st. Arne’s celebrated recitative opera of “ Arta- 
xerxes,” the first English one of the class, was produced with 
great care, and with a corresponding success. Horn, Pear- 
man, and Mrs, Austin were triumphant in the characters of 
Artabanes, Arbaces, and Mandane, and were ably seconded by 
Mrs. Hackett as Artaxerxes, and Mrs. Sharpe as Semira. 

Feb. 4th. Mrs. Sloman, from Covent Garden, made her 
first appearance in New York as Isabella. Her succeeding 
characters were Mrs. Haller, Belvidera, Jane Shore, (with 
Hackett as Gloster) Juliet, Evadne, and Mrs. Beverly, the latter 
for her benefit on the 18th, when Mr. Sloman made his first 
appearance as Sam Savory, and sung several comic songs that 
attained great popularity. Mrs. Sloman’s maiden name was 
Whitaker, and in early life she married Henry Dowton, a son 
of the great comedian. On his death, she married John Slo- 
man, and appeared successfully in London in 1824. Her 
American début took place at Philadelphia, December 7th, 
1827, and she there played a triumphant engagement. In 
New York, she never had the same popularity; although a 
correct and ladylike actress, she was too coldly classical to 
suit the multitude. Her declamation was remarkably fine. 
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Mr. Sloman, who was a Christianized Jew, possessed merit as 
a farceur, but his forte was comic singing, wherein he de- 
veloped a burlesque humor that was very taking. His “ Betsy 
Baker,” “Major Longbow,” “Sweet Kitty Clover,’ and other 
ditties, were entertainments that during his first visit never 
failed to secure him overwhelming benefits. After two or 
three years they returned to England, but came to America 
again in 1839, when their attraction as stars was entirely gone. 
Mrs. Sloman last played in the Park stock company, A.D. 
1845, and after residing with her husband in Charleston, 
S. C., for many years, died there in January, 1858. Their 
daughter, Miss Jane Sloman, some years since created a sen- 
sation here as a pianiste of the highest rank. 
Feb. 13th. First performance of “ Alfred the Great :” 


Alfred. . . .. « Mr. WoopDsvutt. 


Gog. . ... .- Mr. HILson. 
Edwy ..... .- ‘6 WILLIAMS. Judith. . . . . Mrs, SHARPE. 
Greybald . . .. . ‘© Regs. Blanche . . . . ‘“* Hacegrr. 
Guthrum. . .. . ‘¢ REgp. Bertha. . . . . ‘6 WHEATLEY. 

Feb. 27th. First performance of the “Goldsmith :” 

Count Rosenberg . . Mr. Simpson. Countess .. ._~—.«.”s Mrs. Sticuyry. 
Oliver. . . .. . ‘¢ - WoopnuLL. Isabella . . . . ‘* SHARPE. 
Bernard . ... . ‘6 PLavIDE. ryaret. . . . ‘SS WHBartuey. 


March 3d. Second benefit of Mrs. Sloman, who appeared 
as the “Grecian Daughter,’ and Lisette, in the new and beau- 
tiful drama called the “Sergeant’s Wife.” Mr. Rees played 
Old Cartouch; Mr. Woodhull, Dennis; Mr. Placide, Robin ; 
and Mrs. Hackett, Margot. 

March 6th. The “Courier of Naples,” for the first time: 


Sorelto . .... Mr. REED. Alserno . . . . Mr. Woopso.. 
Ferdinand . . . . ‘* BARRY. Pedro .... . ss 6 JONES. 
Sanetro ..... ‘© SIMPSON. Georgette. . . . Mrs. HILson. 


Major Stevens, the Dwarf, appeared as Tom Thumb, on the 
11th, which he repeated for his benefit on the 13th, with 
Goliah, in the “ Young Quaker.” 

March 17th. First night of a new comedy, called “ Forget 
and Forgive :” 


Sir Gregory Ogle . . Mr. Regs. Georgette. . . . Mise Crara Fisase. 
Baron Ledoux . . . ‘* PLACIDE, Jeannette. . . Mrs. HiLson. 
Cameron... . . «BARRY. Lady Ogle . . . ‘“* Whrarttsr. 
Sidney . ... . ‘¢ Simpson. Lady Radcliff . . ‘* Snarprs. 
Rumbold . ... . ‘¢ ~~ HILson. Miss Cateaton . . ‘* Haoxautt. 


Miss Fisher’s new characters during this engagement were 
Marplot, Maria Darlington, Amelia Wildenheim, the Young 
Widow, and, for her benefit, Richard III. 
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March 24th. The “Knights of the Cross,” (from Scott’s 
Talisman) was first played in New York, as follows: 


King Richard . . . Mr. Simpson. Charegite. . . . Mr. Jonzs. 

King Phillp . . . . ‘“* Nexsen. Blondel . . . . Mrs. Haoxstt. 
Sir Kenneth. . . . ‘“ Barry. Queen. .... ‘¢- HILson. 
Saladin ..... ‘6 "-WooDHULL. Edith . ... . ‘6 SHARPE. 


March 27th. Miss George, from the Bowery, first appeared 
here, for Mr. Sloman’s benefit, as Lucy Bertram, in “Guy Man- 
nering,” with Mrs. Sloman as Meg Merrilies. 

April 1st. Peake’s amusing farce of the “Haunted Inn” 
was brought out, with Jones as Sir Tomyn Probe, Hilson as 
Tommy Tadpole, Simpson as Capt. Levant, Placide as Corporal 
Trot, Miss Brundage as Angelica, Mrs. Wheatley as Mrs. Gristle, 
and Mrs. Hackett as Jenny Toft. 

April 8th. Mr. Cooper’s first appearance since his return 
from Europe, where his unceremonious condemnation by the 
critics had caused his visit to be brief, and had awakened here 
a feeling which rendered his reception enthusiastic. He 
appeared as Macbeth, supported by Mrs. Hill, from the Chatham 
and Lafayette Theatres, her first engagement here. 

April 9th. The opera of “Dido,” music selected from Ros- 
sini, and arranged by Horn, was first represented here by Pear- 
man as Aineas, Horn as Jasbus, Howard as Ararpas, Mrs. Sharpe 
as Selene, and Mrs. Austin as Dido. It was not very suc- 
cessful. | 

April 15th. Miss Hamilton, a young lady brought by 
Cooper to this country, made her début as Virginia, and Sophia, 
(“Rendezvous.”) We believe she appeared but once more, 
on the 21st, for Cooper's benefit, as Desdemona, when Mr. 
Forrest played Jago, to the veteran’s Othello. 

April 25th. For Mr. Simpson’s benefit, after the perform- 
ance of the “Siege of Belgrade,” a grand pas de quatre was 
executed by Mons. and Mme. Achille, Mile. Heloise, and M. 
Angrisani, for the first time on the Park boards. 

About this time Mr. Sloman concluded his third engage- 
ment, and Mr. Maywood, Miss Kelly, Mr. Somerville and 
Master Collett, an excellent dancer, were engaged, the two 
latter appearing for the first time on these boards, 
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May lst. The “Red Rover” (from Cooper’s novel) was first 
played here, as follows: 


Red Rover . . . . Mr. Simpson. | Homespun . . . Mr, Pracipeg. 
Lieut. Wilder . . . ‘“ Barry. Mra. Willys . . . Mrs. Hity. 

Dick Fid. . .. . ‘¢  HILsgon. | Gertrude . . . . ‘* MHirsow. 
Nightingale. . . . ‘* Woops#ULL. Mme. DeLacy . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 


May 13th. For his benefit, Mr. Hackett first attempted 
Falstaff, with Henry Wallack’s aid as Hotspur. 

May 14th. Mr. Maywood, for his benefit, introduced a new 
farce, called “An Aunt in Virginia,” wherein he personated 
Mrs. Clatterpenny, an old Scotch lady. He also appeared as 
Rolamo, and Old Cartouch, in the “Sergeant’s Wife.” 

May 16th. Miss Kelly’s benefit, the lady appearing as 
Mrs. Banter and Lady Contest, and the first performance of 
Moncrieff’s famous comedy of “Paris and London,” with its 
celebrated dioramic scenery. 


Viscount Volatil. . . Mr. Barry. Barney . . » « Mr. Barnes. 
Fred. Froth . . . . ‘* Simpson. Viscountess . . . Mrs. Hitson. 
Capt. Gobble. . . . ‘* Jones. Rose. we. 3) 2 “a Cs ‘‘  Hacxkat?. 
Jean Frisacque . . . ‘* PLacIpE. Sally Trot. . . . ‘** WuHearusy. 
Thomas Trot. . . . ‘* HiILson. Coralie. . .. . ‘© Searpe. 


May 22d. Mrs. Hilson’s benefit, and first night of Mon- 
crieff’s “ Somnambulist,” in which the admired beneficiary 
made a deep impression as the heroine. It was thus cast: 


Rosambert . . . . Mr. SIMPSON. Ernestine. . . . Mrs. Hitson. 
Edmund .... =. «BARRY. Gertrude . . . . ‘* SHARPE. 
ColindeTrop . . . ‘* HILSON. Dame Michaud . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Oliver. . . ... ‘6 PLACIDE. 


May 24th. Mr. C. E. Muzzy made his début on the stage as 
Rolla. 

May 26th. Morton’s burletta of the “Invincibles” was 
brought out with great applause, Miss Clara Fisher as Victoire, 
one of her best parts, Barnes as Gen. Verdun, Howard as Flori- 
ville, Woodhull as O’S/ash, and Placide as Brusque. 

The Bowery Theatre having been destroyed by fire on the 
24th inst.,a benefit was given to the suffering members of 
the company on the 29th, when the following brilliant bill 
was presented, combining a greater array of talent than had 
ever before been gathered together. Messrs. Barnes, Hilson, 
Barry, Simpson and Stevenson, Mrs. Wheatley and Mrs. Hilson, 
appeared in the fourth act of the “ Poor Gentleman.” An act 
of “Damon and Pythias” followed, with Forrest as Damon, 
and Mrs. G. Barrett as Hermione. Messrs. Barnes, Archer and 
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G. Barrett, with Miss Kelly, gave the “School for Scandal” 
screen-scene. A grand concert succeeded, in which Mrs, 
Austin, Mrs. Knight, Miss George, Miss Clara Fisher, Mrs. 
Hackett, Mrs. Sharpe, and Messrs. Horn, Pearman, Geo. Hol- 
land, Sloman and Howard took part. The entertainments 
concluded with the “Hundred-Pound Note,” in which Billy 
Black was personated in the first act by W. B. Chapman, and 
in the second act by Roberts. George Barrett played Mont- 
morency ; Comer, O’Shaughnessey; Collingbourne, Morgan ; 
Mrs. Jones, Lady Pedigree, and Miss Rock, Harriet Arlington. 

June 3d. Mr. H. A. Williams’s benefit, and first appearance 
on this stage, in the character of Little Pickle, of Miss Louisa 
Lane, aged eight years, since a favorite performer as Mrs. 
Henry Hunt and Mrs. John Drew. 

June 7th. Benefit of the little Misses Parker, who, as 
dancers, were great favorites. Miss Wells, afterward the first 
wife of John Sefton, and a danseuse of some pretensions, as- 
sisted. 

June 9th. First night of a new opera, “Isidore de Merida,” 
with Horn as Isidore ; Hilson, Benito; Howard, Laurens; Mrs. 
Sharpe, Algonda ; and Mrs. Austin, Florimante. 

June 10th. Mr. Placide’s benefit. First time in America 
of the play called “John Rock,” with Barry as the hero, Simp- 
son as D'Orville, Placide as Dennis O'Shea; Mrs. Sharpe, 
Clara, and Mrs. Hill, Mary. On this occasion the beautiful 
Mile. Constance first appeared in America in @ grand pas 
de deux, in conjunction with her fascinating sister, Celeste. 

July 14th. Mlle. Rosalie, another favorite French dan- 
seuse, made her début on the occasion of George Barrett’s 
benefit. 

June 28th. The “ Apostate” was performed, with Booth as 
Pescara, Maywood as Malec, and Mrs. Duff (for this night 
only) as Florinda, being, we think, her last appearance on the 
Park Stage. Mrs. Duff had lately returned from England, 
where she had played a successful engagement at Brighton, 
and on the 1st of March had appeared at Drury Lane as Isa- 
bella, when her fright was so excessive as to completely para- 
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lyze her powers. Being “damned with faint praise,” she 
immediately resolved to return to the Jand where she was 
better known and appreciated, though we believe a longer 
trial would have won her transatlantic fame; for certainly at 
that time there was no actress on the British Stage who could 
be called her equal. 

July 1st. Celeste’s first benefit at this theatre, when Mrs. 
Austin appeared for the first time in “Giovanni in London.” 

July 2d. Mr. Booth’s benefit, when he appeared as Mac- 
beth and Geoffrey Muffincap, with Mrs. Gilfert as Lady Macbeth, 
(her first appearance here in five years) and Mr. John R. 
Scott as Malcolm, his first appearance in New York, or indeed 
on any stage. His next attempt was at the Tremont Theatre, 
Boston, as a servant in “Speed the Plough,” a part of two lines 
in length, which he delivered incorrectly, and for three 
months after was not allowed to speak at all, being confined 
solely to walking in processions, filling up groupings, &c. 
He, however, persevered there with such indomitable spirit 
that he was rewarded with high promotion the next season, 
and a year or two after was allowed to attempt leading char- 
acters in tragedy at the Arch Street Theatre, Philadelphia, 
where he made a very favorable impression. Mr. Scott made 
his second appearance in New York at the great Payne benefit, 
as Titus, in “Brutus,” November 29th, 1832, and soon after 
became a great favorite at the Bowery and other minor thea- 
tres as a principal tragic and melo-dramatic actor. Possessing 
a fine personal appearance and great natural abilities, he 
might, with proper caution in his personal habits and a closer 
application to study, have ranked among the very highest of 
our actors. His school was that of Forrest, but he was not a 
servile imitator, and, like Booth, in the latter part of his 
career he was apt to disappoint his audiences by sudden dis- 
appearances. 

In 1847, Mr. Scott appeared in London at the Princess’s 
Theatre. He was a native of Philadelphia, born October 
17th, 1808, and died suddenly in New York in the summer of 
1856. 
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Mr. Rees’ benefit, and last night of the season, occurred on 
the 5th of July, when Master Mercer, a lad of much vocal 
ability, first appeared in New York. A summer season im- 
mediately followed. 

Mr. Jones, on the 15th, (his benefit night) introduced Mr. 
Grey, from the Southern and Western Theatres, as Gen. Tar- 
ragon, in the “School of Reform.” He was an able repre- 
sentative of old men, and a great favorite in his usual circuit. 
He was born in Pennsylvania, September 30th, 1796, and died 
in 1837. 

Mr. Hutchings, an indifferent English tenor, from Phila- 
delphia, appeared on the 16th as Patrick, taking his place in 
the stock company. 

Little Miss Lane was engaged as a star, and appeared as 
Albert, in “ William Tell ;” the Actress of All Work, Goldfinch, 
Doctor Pangloss, Prince Arthur, Amelia Wildlove, in “Twelve 
Precisely,” &c. | 

A Miss Sibley about this time made her début, and played 
Emily Worthington, on the 23d, for her benefit. 

July 17th. First night of the very amusing farce called 
the “ Poachers :” 


Count Eberfelt . . . Mr. Barry. Countess de Lisle . Mrs. Hrison. 
Wolfenstein . . . « =‘ WoopuHuLe. Countess Eberfelt . ‘* Sw#arpz. 
Sourcrout . . . . ‘°** BAaBNgES. . Grisette . . . . * Haokerr. 


July 18th. Blind Sinclair appeared as Dorlin, in “ Ade- 
line,” for his benefit. 

July 19th. Mr. C. E. Muzzy’s second appearance on the 
stage as Achmet, in “ Barbarossa.” He took his benefit on the 
25th, as Rolla. 

July 21st. Benefit of Mlle. Constance, who appeared as 
Myrtillo, in the “Broken Sword,” with Celeste as the Dumb 
Girl of Genoa. : 

July 22d. “ Barber of Seville,” with Pearman as the Count, 
and Mrs, Pearman as Rosina, her first appearance on the New 
York Stage. On the 24th she played Diana Vernon, and for 
her benefit, on the 28th, repeated Rosina. This lady was an 
accomplished singer, but rarely came before the public. 

July 29th. “Valentine and Orson” was played, with Ce- 

70 
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leste as Valentine, and Constance as the Princess Egilantine, 
first time. 

Aug. 2d. Last night of the season. 

On the occasion of various benefits during the year, Miss 
Jane Placide, Madame Hutin Labasse, Mr. John Woodhull, 
and Mr. John Sefton, appeared for the first time on the Park 
Stage, and Mrs. Hamblin, Messrs. Cowell, Stanley, and Lud- 
low, were brought forward in favorite characters. 

The novelty and variety of the entertainments exceeded 
any previous season, but the powerful opposition at the 
Bowery and other theatres rendered them unprofitable. 
Stars absorbed the larger portion of the receipts, and the 
reduction of admission to seventy-five cents for the boxes 
had but little effect in replenishing the treasury. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


Bowery Theatre, 1827-8—Sans Souci—Chatham— Lafayette. 


LTHOUGH there had been no cessation of per- 

formances at the Bowery Theatre during the summer 

months, we may consider the 1st of September, 1827, 
as dating the commencement of a new season, on which vcca- 
sion “Richard III.” was played—Richard by Mr. Archer, his 
first appearance in America. 

Though not equal to the part of Richard, Mr. Thomas 
Archer was nevertheless a respectable and valued actor in 
the second line of tragedy and the more serious parts of 
comedy. Born at Bath, in 1789, he occupied a favorable posi- 
tion on the stage of that city, and of Birmingham, until 1823, 
when he appeared at Drury Lane in such characters as Henry 
IV., Collatinus, Baron Steinfort, &c. He was afterward, at 
one time, manager of the Arch Street Theatre, Philadelphia 
in conjunction with Maywood and Walton. He returned to 
London, and died in 1848. 

Sept. 3d. For the first time in America, under the direc- 
tion of Mons. Labasse, was performed the grand ballet, en- 
titled the “Caliph of Bagdad ;” the music selected from Ros- 
sini, and the cast as follows: 


Caliph. . . 2... Mons. ACHILLE. Zetulbe . . . . Mile. Cerzsrsz. 
Cadi... . se ss DuURANG. Fatime Se ae? ce, Se © ~6HELorss. 
Yelmadin oh Myde tet) 7 Kessie. . ... Mme. ACHILLE. 
Chief Arab}. . . . ** ANGRISANT. Favorite . . ; ‘6 6 Hotin. 

Chief Euanuch.. . ss SCHINOTTI. Lemaide .. . ‘6 PASSAGE. 


Sept. 7th. After the performance of “ Venice Preserved,” 
with Archer as Pierre, Forrest as Jaffer, and Mrs. Gilfert, 
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Belvidera, Mr. Thomas Comer made his first appearance in 
America as Forage, in “Turn Out.” Mr. Comer was born at 
Bath, England, and there first appeared upon the boards of a 
theatre. He was a reputable actor in many comic parts, & 
singer of considerable ability, of great science and skill as a 
‘musician, and a man of personal respectability. In the fall 
of 1828, he was called to Boston to take the musical direction 
of the new Tremont Theatre, and in that city he has since 
principally resided, as occasional actor, leader of orchestra, or 
general musical director, in various establishments. 

Mrs. Jones was now engaged as a substitute for Mrs. Wil- 
liams in old ladies. 

Sept. 10th. Mr. Forrest played Rolla ; Mr. Wilson, Pizarro ; 
Mr. Archer, Alonzo; Mrs. George Barrett, Cora; and Mrs. 
Gilfert, Elvira. Mr. Wilson attracted a fair share of atten- 
tion, and had become quite a favorite with the audience. 

Sept. llth. The night that Clara Fisher made her début at 
the Park, her brother and sister, Mr. John Fisher and Miss 
Jane Fisher, together with her future brother-in-law, Mr. 
George Vernon, first appeared in America at this Theatre in 
the several characters of Zekiel and Cicely Homespun, and 
Lord Duberly. Mr. Vernon possessed undoubted comic 
abilities, and secured many admirers during his brief con- 
nection with the New York Stage. He married Miss Jane 
Fisher, October 6th, 1827, and died at Woodstock farm, near 
Albany, June 13th, 1830, aged 33 years. He possessed a fine 
architectural taste, and designed the beautiful pulpit in St. 
Paul’s Church, Albany. 

John Aubrey Fisher was born at Brighthelmstone, England, 
and possessed a large share of his family’s heritage—genius 
and comic talent. After various vicissitudes in America, he 
happened to be in New York at the re-opening of the Park 
Theatre, in the cholera season of 1832, when the opportunity 
offered of appearing as the Chevalier Renard, in the“ National 
Guard,” as the substitute of Placide, who had fallen suddenly 
ill, and in that character he first came upon the Park stage 
on the 29th of August, with such success that Mr. Simpson 
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immediately engaged him for the season. From that stage he 
never after separated until he was summoned to another 
world. 

Poor John Fisher will be remembered with the fondest 
pleasure by all who ever saw his comic phiz, or knew his 
many excellent points of character, either as man or actor. 
Comedian never possessed greater versatility, nor good nature 
a more devoted disciple. To accommodate his manager and 
gratify his audience seemed his only ambition, and whatever 
his part, or how often changed to suit the whims or abilities 
of new-comers, he always gave it with all his ability, and 
rarely without success. In the “Heir at Law” we have 
known him to appear as Lord Duberly, Doctor Pangloss, and 
Zekiel Homespun ; in the “ Rivals,” as Bob Acres, Old Absolute, 
Sir Lucius O’ Trigger, and David ; and in the “ Rent Day,” as 
Old Crumbs, Toby Heywood, Silver Jack, Hyssop, and Bull- 
frog! Testy old gentlemen, and vapid young ones—friv- 
olous fops, or Shakspearean clowns—simple Yorkshiremen, 
or chattering Frenchmen—bluff sailors, tough soldiers, in- 
triguing valets, or forward pages, all fell into good hands 
when trusted to his care. If he seldom rose pre-eminently 
great, he as rarely fell into dull mediocrity, and with justice 
he was entitled to be called as valuable an artist as ever 
walked the Park boards. Mr. Fisher was a man of fine lite- 
rary attainments, and a thorough Shakspearean scholar. He 
was small in person, plain in features, and of limited power 
of voice, which, however, in early life, he managed with much 
ability, even in music of considerable difficulty. He died in 
New York, from bleeding of the lungs, July, 1847. 

Of the three debutants, Miss Jane Marchant Fisher un- 
doubtedly possessed the greatest amount of talent, although 
her audience was slow to discover it, and several years elapsed 
before she was acknowledged as the best comic actress in her 
line upon the New York Stage, and the worthy successor of 
the well-remembered Mrs. Oldmixon, whose place upon the 
boards had never before been adequately filled. 

Miss Fisher became Mrs. Vernon soon after her arrival in 
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this country, and after playing at the Bowery and old Chat- 
ham Theatres, was engaged for country girls and chamber- 
maids at the Park, where she first appeared on the 21st of 
December, 1830, as Minette, in the “ Bold Stroke for a Hus- 
band.” By her great comic humor, her keen perception of 
the ludicrous, her clear understanding of her author, her in- 
imitable skill in rendering prominent every point of wit or 
satire, her easy assumption of the graces and affectations of 
the extra fashionable, and her equally happy faculty of mim- 
icking to the life the parvenu airs of the vulgar rich, together 
with the greatest tact in managing the intrigues of chamber- 
maids, and adopting the coarser mannerisms of the lowest 
class of servants and rustics—she at length attained the 
highest regard of the public, by whom she was ranked 
among actresses as Placide and Burton are among actors. 
With but a few months’ exception, when she visited New 
Orleans for the benefit of her health, Mrs. Vernon continued 
faithful to her post until the 17th of December, 1847, when 
she played there for the last time as Miss Pickle and Mrs. 
Bundle. The wretched poverty of the management, then on 
the verge of dissolution, and the necessity of earning a liveli- 
hood, alone drove her from its walls, and since its destruction, 
with the exception of one or two seasons, she has been en- 
gaged at Burton’s, the old Broadway, or Wallack’s Theatre, 
where she still retains the approbation of the public, who 
probably have for her a degree of personal regard deeper than 
for any other lady on the stage. 

In early life, Mrs. Vernon was better capable of personating 
Lady Teazle, and Letitia Hardy, than many actresses who 
were recognized as stars, and we have seen her Mrs. Candour, 
(which was unmatched in merit) and her Widow Rackett (al- 
most equally excellent) throw them entirely in the shade. In 
the dissipated women of fashion, like the Ladies Mary Raffie, 
Susan Courtly, and Caroline Braymore, her portraitures were 
inimitable; while attempt to imitate who might, no one ever 
approached her excellence as Madame Marabout, or Madame 
Mantalini, or Niece Hawk, or Clementina Allspice, or Eveleen 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 559 


Moonshine, or Mrs. Pontifex, or any similar part. No one who 
ever saw her Mrs. Dove, in “Married Life,” or her Miss Biggs, 
in the “ Boarding School,” or Caraline Coy, in “Single Life,” 
can ever forget their incomparable drollness, nor her Barba- 
rina, in the “Marriage of Figaro,” nor Pert, in “London Assur- 
ance,” without wondering how it was possible to create such 
irresistible effect from such trifling materials. Her Nelly, in 
“ No Song, No Supper,” was a perfect gem; so was her Pa- 
tience Pipkin, in the “May Queen,” and her Nancy Strap, in 
the “ Pleasant Neighbor ;” while, with the slightest dash of 
a melo-dramatic tinge, how capital was her representation of 
Elise, in “Victorine.” In opera, for many years, Mrs. Vernon 
was capable of giving due effect to second parts. She was 
the original Thisbe in “Cinderella,” and the Stage of the 
Union has never produced its equal for singing and acting 
combined. She also gave the characters of Lady Allcash, 
Zanini, (“Native Land”) and Teresa, (“Sonnambula”) with 
much skill, and when voice was lacking, the excellence of her 
acting compensated in a great measure for the deficiency. 

In burlettas and burlesques of any kind, she gave a more 
heightened effect, a more brilliant and fantastic coloring than 
any actress we have had the fortune to see. Among this class 
of characters, we would enumerate her Tilberina, Distaffina, 
Mysis, (“Midas”) Amphitrite, (“Deep Sea”) Mrs. Venus Smith, in 
Jack Reeve’s “Cupid,” and several others. With her Kitty, in 
“High Life Below Stairs,” we associate all the Jane Chatlerlys, 
Sally Giggles and Susan Twists, of that position in society, 
and, as a body, can assure them, that never did a representa- 
tive do them better justice. For several years past, Mrs. 
Vernon has had antiquated dowagers, and spinsters in the last 
stage of desperation, exclusively in her charge, and in that 
line she still maintains her well-earned position of supe- 
riority. Her temperament is exceedingly lively and viva- 
cious, and in some plain and unassuming old ladies she lacks 
the repose and quiet humor that distinguished the favorite 
Mrs. Wheatley; but this bustling activity is her only fault, 
and is nothing compared with the sharp snappishness of man- 
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ner, the dull, languid indifference, and the hard, stiff and stony 
style of some prominent “old ladies,” at present or lately on 
the Stage. Like the other members of her gifted family, in 
literary culture, Mrs, Vernon has been most assiduous. Pos- 
sessing a thorough knowledge of Shakspeare’s mighty dramas, 
we are informed that, during her connection with the Park 
Theatre, her opinion in all passages of disputed reading was 
considered final. In private, her kindness of heart and self- 
forgetfulness are proverbial, and no one in the profession is 
more generally respected and esteemed. Mrs. Vernon is tall, 
and still retains a graceful figure, and if never noted for 
beauty, possessed an intelligent and expressive face and a 
polished manner that at once denoted the woman of intellect 
and refinement. 

The next novelty was the appearance of Mr. George Hol- 
land, the present well-known comedian, who made his first 
bow on the American Stage, September 12th, as Jerry, in the 
burletta called “A Day After the Fair,” in which, as a smart 
servant, he assumed the characters of a drunken cobbler, an 
old ballad-singer, a drummer, a French songstress, and a mad- 
man, with the greatest possible success. In the first perform- 
ance of this piece he was assisted by Mr. Comer as Clod, and 
Mrs. G. Barrett as Polly, who likewise assumed the parts of 
Sukey Scrub, a washerwoman, and Mrs. Maypole, a manageress. 
Mr. Holland’s next character was Thomas, in the “Secret,” 
wherein he has never been equaled. He was a very amusing 
comic singer, and occasionally introduced ventriloquial ex- 
periments and barnyard imitations with great spirit and 
gusto. Mr. Holland, after being in New York a few seasons, 
went South, and was long a favorite at New Orleans. He 
returned to New York in 1843, and became a principal at- 
traction at Mitchell’s Olympic, where he remained six years. 
After another long Southern trip, he became a valued mem- 
ber of Wallack’s Theatre, where he continued until the great 
depression in the winter of 1857, when the desire for re- 
trenchment on the part of the management caused him to re- 
sign his situation, and join the minstrel troupe of Wood and 
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George Christy, where his irresistible drollery rendered him 
an especial favorite in their various Ethiopian burlesques. 
He has since re-appeared at Wallack’s with undiminished ap- 
plause. Mr. Holland is a native of England, born December 
6th, 1791, and we know of no other comedian of equal age 
who retains so large a share of popularity. His present wife 
is the daughter of Mrs. De Luce, formerly of the Park. 

Another candidate for public favor appeared on the 13th, 
as Crack, and Billy Lackaday. This was Mr. William B. 
Chapman, an excellent comedian, and a member of a most re- 
markable Thespian family, to whom we shall hereafter more 
particularly allude. He made his first appearance on the 
London Stage in 1823, as Crack, and was well known through- 
out the Union, particularly at Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and in California, where 
he resided several years. He died after a fortnight’s illness, 
at San Francisco, November, 1857, aged about 56 years. 

The press of San Francisco accorded to Mr. W. B. Chapman 
the credit of being the finest comedian who had appeared in 
California, and spoke of him as “a most meritorious citizen ; 
as a gentleman, kindly-hearted, urbane, and universally es- 
teemed ; an industrious, abstemious, and most worthy member 
of society.” 

Mr. De Camp, who was now engaged to take charge of the 
stage, made his first appearance here, on the 17th, as Gos- 
samer, and Sylvester Daggerwood. He had not improved 
since his appearance at the Park, and failed to give satis- 
faction either as manager or actor. 

Mons. Barbiere, a good French dancer, made his début on 
the 18th, in a pas de trois, with Hutin and Celeste. 

A petite drama called “ Love and Reason” was first played 
on the 26th, as follows: 


Gen. Dornton .. . Mr. Youna. Dingle. . .. . Mr. HOLvanp. 


le 
Adjt. Vincent . . . ‘“* DeCamp. Mrs. Dingle . . . Miss J. FIsuer. 
Col. Albert . . . -. ‘“* STEVENSON. Alice . 2... . Mrs. G. BARRETT. 


Mr. Forrest having, in conjunction with Mr. Wilson, gone 

through a very successful engagement, took his benefit on the 

- 8th of October, as Lucius Brutus, with Mrs. Gilfert as Tudllia. 
71 
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In the farce of “No Song, No Supper,” he appeared as End- 
less! with Mr. Wilson as Robin. 

Signorina Garcia was again engaged, and appeared on the 
9th as Rosina, in the “ Barber,” with Signor Rosich as Bartolo, 
and Mr. Comer as Figaro. On the 12th, she appeared as Tan- 
credi ; on the 16th as Rosetta, with Keene as Young Meadows, 
(his first night); on the 19th as Zerlina, with Keene as Mas- 
setlo; and on the 28th took her farewell benefit, and made 
her final appearance on the American Stage, in Boildieu’s 
opera of “John of Paris,” which was thus cast: 


Jona’: So. oe Oe eo Mr. KEENE. ( Vineent . . . . . Mrs.G. BARRrerr. 
Chamberlain. . . . ‘** COMER. Princess . . ... Signorina GAaRC! de 
Pedrigo . ... . ‘6 OW. CHAPMAN, Rose ..... .- Miss J, FisHes. 


A selection of music followed, and, when the programme 
had been completed, the Signorina came forward and seated 
herself at her harp, but, seemingly overcome with emotion, 
again rose, and Mr. Etienne, the pianist, took up the pre- 
lude to a farewell song, written for the occasion, which, 
on regaining her composure, she sang in a most touching 
and effective manner. So ended the American career of 
this young, beautiful, and brilliant child of song. 

“Peter Wilkins, or the Flying Islanders,” was produced on 
the 22d (a month before its representation at the Park) with 
very great success, every performer making a hit.  Peler 
was represented in the dialogue by Mrs. Young, and in the 
dances by Madame Ilutin; Vernon was John Adams; W. 
Chapman, Crowquill; Comer, O'Scud,; John Fisher, the 
Nondescript ; Mrs. George Barrett, Yourakee ; and Celeste, 
Hallicarnia. 

For Mr. W. Chapman’s benefit, on November 6th, he 
sang the duet called, “When a Little Farm we Keep,” 
with Miss Amelia Fisher, (another of Clara's sisters) her 
first appearance in America. With highly respectable abil- 
ities, both as singer and actress, this young lady never at- 
tained the prominent place in the profession accorded to 
her more brilliant and, perhaps, more talented sisters. 
She last appeared in New York at the Park Theatre, in 
the fall of 1840. 
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The lively comedy of “Spring and Autumn” was first 
played on the 7th, with the following cast : 


Rattle. . .... Mr. G. BARRETT. ‘ Clara . . ... Mrs. RoBERTS. 
Maj.Ormond. . . . ‘° STEVENSON. Mrs. Dartmouth . . ‘* Youna. 
Sir Simon Slack. . . ‘* VERNON. Mrs. Rattle . . . ‘** VERNON. 


the latter lady assuming her marital title for the first time. 

Nov. 13th. For the benefit of Jared W. Bell, printer of the 
establishment, Mr. Wm. Forrest first appeared in New York as 
Matthew, in the “Warlock of the Glen.” He was afterward 
at different times connected with the management of the 
Albany Theatre, and of Arch Street, Philadelphia. He was 
born in the latter city, and died there suddenly about the 
year 1838. 

A very charming and versatile actress, Miss Rock, from 
Dublin, made her first appearance in New York, on the 19th, 
as Lelitia Hardy, and Miss Jenny Transit, in the first per- 
formance of the burletta called “Winning a Husband,” in 
which she was supported by Dé Camp as Sir Roderick, 
Holland as Davy, and Mrs. Schinotti as Lucinda. Miss 
Rock had just made a brilliant début at Boston, and now 
performed in succession Albina Mandeville, Widow Cheerly, 
Therese, Juliana, Maria, (“ Citizen”) Rosina, and Marian Ram- 
say, with such decided ability, that had not Clara Fisher's star 
. been already in the ascendant, paling by its brilliant light all 
other glittering orbs, she would have been regarded, per- 
haps, as the brightest luminary of the season. As it was, she 
proved a powerful rival, although in New York she never at- 
tained equal popularity. She had not the advantages of a fine 
face or person, nor was her taste in costume according to the 
prevailing mode, but the spirit, naivete and archness that 
she displayed made one forget, as trifling, all minor defects. 
She sang with great taste and sweetness the ballads of the 
day, to which her manner lent a peculiar charm. After 
a few starring engagements, Miss Rock resided generally 
at Boston, where she was regarded as one of the principal 
ornaments of the drama. She last played in New York at the 
Bowery Theatre, October 2d, 1840, as Julie de Mortemar, and 
Violante. In private life she is known as Mrs. Murray. 
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Nov. 21st. “Love ina Village” was performed, with Keene 
as Young Meadows, Comer as Hawthorn, Mrs. Gill’s first ap- 
pearance in New York as Lucinda, and Miss George (her first 
appearance in America) as Rosetta. Miss George followed up 
her début by personating Floretta, Isadora, Norah, Clari, and 
Princess of Navarre, and was fully entitled, by her science, 
taste and skill, to rank with the best English vocalists then 
known to our Stage. She was young and prepossessing in 
appearance, and though of small account as an actress, was 
admired for her fine voice and brilliant execution. Miss 
George last sang at the Park Theatre, in 1830, and shortly 
after returned to Europe. 

Dec. 10th. Mr. Pearman made his first appearance in four 
years as Count Belino, to Miss George’s Countess, and the two 
afterward appeared conjointly as Henry and Lucy Bertram, 
Jocoso and Vespina, Capt. Seymour and Rosa, in “Fontain- 
bleau,” Prince Orlando and Floretta, Robin and Margaretta ; 
and on the 24th, in the new opera of the “Freebooters,” 
which was produced as follows: 


Edwardo.... . Mr. PEARMAN. Gianni. .... Mr. DeCamp 
Uberto. . . ... ‘© CoMER. Isabella . . . . Miss GsorGeE. 
Oggera . . .. . ‘© KEENE. Lena... . . © AMELIA FISHER. 


Mr. Pearman had in no wise deteriorated, and his hand- 
some person and finished style of singing added greatly to 
the attractions of the operas he appeared in. 

Mr. Forrest, on the completion of his second engagement, 
took his benefit on the 18th, as Lucius Brutus; and on the 
20th, for Mr. Wilson’s benefit, “Evadne” was performed in a 
very satisfactory manner, the beneficiary receiving great ap- 
plause for his excellent delineation of Colonna. He was 
supported by Forrest as Ludovico, Archer as Vincentio, Mrs. 
Young as Olivia, and Mrs. Gilfert, Evadne. Mr. Faulkner, on 
this occasion, made his first appearance this season as Toller 
ton, in “Love Laughs at Locksmiths.” 

Dec. 28th. Mr. De Camp for his benefit brought out, for 
the first time, the drama called “One Hundred and Two, or 
the Veteran and His Progeny,” the hero of which was after- 
ward poor Finn’s exclusive property. De Camp now played 
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Philip Garbois; Faulkner, Jerome; Young, Pierre; Mrs. 
Jones, Madame Leronde ; and Mrs. G. Barrett, Isabel. 

Jan. 5th, 1828. “Alfred the Great” was announced, (some 
weeks previous to its production at the Park) with the fol- 


lowing cast: 

Alfred. . . ... Mr. G. BARRETT. Osiric . . ... Mr. Jonn FISHER. 
Oddune .... . ‘© STEVENSON. Hafgar. . 2. . ‘© READ. 

Edwy ..... ‘6 ARCHER. Judith. . . . . Mrs. Youna. 
Greybauld . . . . ‘* FAULKNER. Elswitha . . . . ‘** G,. BARRETT. 
Gothrum.... . ‘¢ WILSON. Bertha. .>. . . ‘4 JONES. 

Gog ...... ‘© Comer. Blanche . . . . Miss AMELIA FISHER. 


Jan. 12th. Master Macredy, aged 13, and Master Henry, 
aged 15, severally made their first appearance on the stage 
as Norval and Glenalvon, with the aid of Mrs. Entwistle as 
Lady Randolph, her first, and we believe, her only appearance 
on the Bowery Stage. 

About this time, the grand ballet of “Cleopatra” was 
brought out, with Mme. Hutin as Cleopatra, Mlle. Celeste as 
Julius Cesar, Schinotti as Ptolemy, Barbiere as Apollodorus, 
and Achille as Achyllas. 

Mr. Forrest was again entitled to a benefit on the 30th, 
when he played, for the first time in New York, Macbeth, sup- 
ported by Archer as Macduff, and Mrs. Gilfert as Lady Mac- 
beth. 

Feb. 12th. Miss Rock commenced a new engagement, 
during which she appeared, for the first time, as Helen Wor- 
rett, Annette, Zephyrina, Harriet Arlington, &c. 

A very amusing farce, called “Mr. Tibbs,” was played on 
the 19th, with George Barrett as Mr. Tibbs, John Fisher as 
Vacant, Collingbourne as Crankey, Mrs. Jones as Mrs. Tibbs, 
and Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. McSnatchet. 

The beautiful drama from Scott, called the “Bride of Lam- 
mermoor,” was first played, for Mr. Young’s benefit, on the 
20th, receiving the warmest marks of approval. It was 
thus cast: 


Caleb Balderstone . . [first appearance] . . Mr. SoMERVILLE. 
Lady Ashton. . . . [firstappearance) . . Mrs. HILL. 
Sir W. Ashton . . . Mr. Youna. _ Henry. .... Miss Kenr. 
Col. Ashton . - . ‘ LINDSLEY. ; Lucy Ashton. . . ‘* Rock. 
Arthor Bucklaw . . “ G. BARRETT. (| Alice . . 2. . © Mrs. JONES. 
Craigenfelt . . . . ‘“* STEVENSON. | Mysie . ... . ‘© RoBERgts. 
imond . ... . ‘* REED. 


Dunlap’s drama, taken from the French, called “Thirty 
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Years, or the Life of a Gamester,” was first put upon the 
stage February 20th, and attracted considerable attention 
Mr. George Barrett played George St. Germain; Mr. Archer, 
Warner ; Mrs. G. Barrett, Albert; Mrs. Gilfert, Amelia St. 
Germain; and Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Burman. 

Mr. Forrest commenced a new engagement on the 26th, as 
Virginius, and Miss Rock re-appeared on the 1st of March. 

Celeste took the first of her oft-repeated “farewell” benefits 
on the 4th of March, appearing as Julio, in “Deaf and Dumb.” 
The same night, Payne’s farce of the “Lancers” was first 
played, and with great success, as follows: 

Ad. Etiquette . . . Mr. FAULKNER. Peter .... Mr. Jouwx FISHER. 
Frank Lenox . . . ‘* G. BARRATT. Louisa. . . . . Miss AMELIA FISHER. 
Chas. Belion. . . . ‘* STEVENSON. . 

Little Stevens appeared for one night on the 19th, in his 
characters of Goliah and Tom Thumb. 

Mr. Holland, for his benefit on the 22d, brought out the 
celebrated travestie of “ Hamlet,” wherein he appeared as the 
Gravedigger and Ophelia, with De Camp as Hamlel, and Mrs. 
Young as the Queen. 

On the 28th, Miss Louisa Lane made her first appearance 
in New York as Little Pickle, and on the 31st personated the 
Four Mowbrays. Miss Lane was born in England, January 
10th, 1820, and made her entrée on the stage at Liverpool, 
in 1826, as Agib, in “Timour the Tartar.” She soon after 
came to this country with her mother, Mrs. Kinloch, and 
made her début at the Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, in 
1827, as little York, in “Richard III.” For one of her years, 
she displayed considerable skill, and after playing as a juve- 
nile star, was at length attached to the Bowery stock com- 
pany during the season of 1833. 

After a long absence at the South and West, she re-appeared 
at the Park, in 1842, as Mrs. Henry Hunt, in the prime of 
womanly beauty, and exhibiting talents that soon caused her 
to be acknowledged as one of the very best actresses in light 
comedy and burletta known to the stage. Nor was she deti- 
cient in merit in a more elevated range, her Ophelia, Portia, 
and Julie de Mortimar being very beautiful specimens of act- 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 567 


ing. On the Park Stage she was the original representative 
of Fortunio, in the burletta of that name, and of Graceful, in 
the “Fair One with the Golden Locks,” and her capital acting 
and singing in those parts rendered them the mainstay of 
the theatre during the season. About the year 1847, she 
separated from Mr. Hunt, and became the wife of Mr. Mossop, | 
who, dying in 1849, gave her the opportunity of again chang- 
ing her name, which she did soon after by marrying Mr. John 
Drew, whose widow we believe she still remains. She last ap- 
peared in New York at Niblo’s, in 1852, and has since played 
principally at Philadelphia. 

Mrs. Sloman made her first appearance at this establish- 
ment on the Ist of April, as Belvidera, Mr. Forrest playing 
Jaffer, and George Barrett, Pierre. 

April 2d. Mr. Wilson’s benefit, when he appeared as Pyth- 
ias, playing the character, according to the critics, better 
than any previous representative. Mr. Forrest was the 
Damon, and Miss Emery, from the Chatham, Calanthe. In 
the afterpiece of “Mons. Tonson,” Mr. Wilson played Mor- 
bleau, and Mr. Crooke, (also from the Chatham) Tom King. 

After nearly six months’ absence from the company, Mr. 
Roberts resumed his old position about this time, repeating 
with success his favorite characters of Wormwood, Billy Black, 
Doctor Pangloss, Gaby Grim, &c. 

Mrs. Sloman’s benefit occurred on the 14th. She appeared 
as Evadne, and Mr. Sloman made his first appearance as Tom, 
in “ Intrigue.” 

Mr. Forrest again had a benefit on the 16th, when he ap- 
peared as Othello, with Wilson as Jago, Mrs. Sloman as Des- 
demona, and Mrs. Hughes (her first appearance in eight 
months) as Emilia. He was again engaged, playing Sir 
Giles Overreach, &c., and on the 28d again took a benefit 
in the character of Othello, when Mr. Cooper made his first 
appearance on these boards as Jago. 

April 26th. Miss Rock commenced another engagement 
as Helen Worrett. 

April 29th. George P. Morris had a benefit night, when 
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his drama of “Brier Cliff” was performed, with Roberts, 
Thayer, and Anderson in their original parts; Archer as 
Alfred Leslie, Mrs. G. Barrett as Mary Jansen, and Mrs. 
Hughes, Crazy Bet. 

April 30th. First night of Mr. Hamblin, who appeared as 
Hamlet, with Miss Rock as Ophelia. The latter took her 
benefit May 5th, playing Juliet to his Romeo. 

Little Miss Lane’s benefit was announced on the 6th, when 
she perpetrated Goldfinch, in the “ Road to Ruin.” 

Mr. Hamblin’s benefit came off on the 8th, when “A Bold 
Stroke for a Husband ” and “Is He Jealous?” were performed, 
with Mr, and Mrs. Hamblin as Don Julio and Donna Olivia ; 
Belmour and Harriet. 

May 9th. Commenced a joint engagement with Cooper and 
Forrest, during which the former played Pierre, Othello, Bru- 
tus, Leon, and Iago, and the latter, Jaffer, Iago, Marc Antony 
and Othello. On their benefit nights, “Damon and Pythias” 
was performed, one time with Cooper as Damon, and Forrest 
as Pythias, and onthe other with the characters reversed. 

On the 12th, Seiltanzer Herr Cline, as he was dubbed, ap- 
peared for the first time in America, in his graceful exercises 
on the elastic cord. He was a most daring and dexterous per- 
former in the various feats of his profession, in which he was 
entirely unrivaled until the appearance of the Ravel troupe. 

He occupied a very profitable starring position for several 
seasons, at Castle Garden, Niblo’s, Barnum’s Museum, &c. 

The same night, the amusing “Invincibles” took their 
stand on the Bowery boards, with Miss Rock as Victoire, 
Roberts as Gen. Verdun, De Camp as Brusque, and Comer as 
O'Slash. The musical farce called “No, or the Glorious 
Minority,” was also first played about this time, with the fol- 


lowing cast: . 

SirG. Doubtful . . . Mr. ARCHER. Lady Doubtful . . Mrs. Young. 
Com. Hurricane. . . ‘* FAuLKNER. Maria... .. ‘6 6G. Barrett. 
Frederick ~ 6 « »« 8 STEVENSON. Deborah . .. oe ‘*f Jomzs. 


Miss Rock took her benefit on the 23d, appearing as Vic- 
toire, and presenting, for the first time, the beautiful drama 
of the “Somnambulist,” in which she appeared as Ernestine. 
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For Monday evening, May 26th, Mrs. Gilfert announced her 
benefit, and intended appearance as Amelia, in the “Life of a 
Gamester,” with her little daughter Sophia as Georgette ; but 
early on that evening, before the audience and performers 
had assembled, the theatre was discovered to be on fire, and 
in a short time was totally destroyed. Fortunately the 
owners and lessees suffered little, their interest being princi- 
pally covered by insurance, but many of the performers lost 
valuable wardrobes, and being thrown out of employment, 
suffered great inconvenience. For their benefit, an entertain- 
ment was given at the Park, on the 31st, and the manager of 
the Lafayette politely assigned a night at his establishment 
for the benefit of Mrs. Gilfert. 

As soon as the necessary preparations could be completed, 
a little theatre, dubbed the Sans Souci, was opened by Mr. 
Gilfert at Niblo’s Garden, corner of Broadway and Prince 
Street. On the opening night, July 4th, the “ Hundred- 
Pound Note” was performed, with George Barrett, W. B. Chap- 
man, Anderson, Stone, Mrs. G. Barrett, Mrs. Jones and Mrs. 
Stevenson in the cast. Herr Cline followed on the tight-rope, 
and M. Barbiere, Mme. Labasse, and Mile. Rosalie gave a pas 
de trois. 

Holland took a benefit on the 24th, when he introduced his 
celebrated entertainment called the Whims of a Comedian, 
interspersed with ventriloquism. 

The farce of “Is it a Lie?” was first played in New York on 


| the 26th, as follows: 


Chatterton .. . . Mr. G. BARRETT. Trance. . =... .- Mr. W. CHAPMAR. 
Credulous. . ... ‘6 STONE. Maria . . . = « Mrs. STEVENSON. 
Lord Stately . . . . ‘ SoMERVILLE. Lucy ..-.« - ‘« 6G. Baxrett. 


Aug. 6th. Mr. and Mrs. Blake and Mr. Roberts made their 
first appearance here, and the season terminated on the 19th, 
when the opera of “ Rosina” was performed, with Howard as 
Belville; Walton as Mr. Belville, W. Chapman as William, Mrs. 


Lacombe as Rosina, and Mrs. Blake, Phebe. 


After the failure of Mr. Henry Wallack, the lease of the 
CuatHaMm Tueatre passed into the hands of Mr. Megary, who 
opened it on the 6th of June, 1827, with the comedies of the 
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“Road to Ruin,” and “Catharine and Petruchio,” in which 
Messrs. Dwyer, Blake, Stone, Moses Phillips, Mrs. Bernard, 
Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Dinneford, took the principal parts. 

June 7th. Brought out “Pizarro,” with Mrs. Blake as Cora, 
Mr. Thompson, from the Lafayette, as Pizarro, and Mr. 
Charles Webb, his first appearance in New York, as Rolla. 
The latter was long a favorite at the Philadelphia and South- 
ern theatres. He was a native of Pennsylvania, large and 
portly in person, and unfortunately addicted to habits of in- 
temperance. He played an engagement at the Park, with 
Miss Vos, in 1835, and was found drowned near Washington, 
D. C., March 6th, 1851. 

Mr. William Conway made his first appearance in America 
on the 8th, as Lord Duberly. He soon subsided into a lower 
range of parts, and was afterward in the Park company. 
He was found dying, from the effects of strong drink, 
at the age of 85, in a public street of this city, February 
11th, 1833. 

A more important personage was announced on the 11th, 
as Euphrasia. This was Mrs. Hill, (originally Mary Wallack) 
from the London Theatres, where she at one time played as 
Mrs. Stanley. She was a sister of James and Henry Wallack, 
and possessed very superior abilities for the heavier walks 
of tragedy and melo-drama. She was in New York for two 
or three seasons, and then went South, where she married 
a wealthy planter, and died at New Orleans, in 1834. 

June 12th. Mr.J.J. Adams commenced an engagement as 
Hamlet. 

June 14th. “Love in a Village” was performed, with Mr. 
Denman as Hawthorn, Mr. Keene as Young Meadows, and 
Signora Papanti as Rosetta (the first appearance of the latter 
in New York). We believe she wag an English lady, with an 
Italian musician for her husband. Her singing was ap- 
plauded, and she was also a very clever actress, appearing 
during her engagement as Morgiana, Julia Mannering, 
Blanche of Devon, Jessica, Marian Ramsay, Diana Vernon, &c. 
At Boston she was favorably received for several years. 
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. Frederick Brown made his first appearance this season as 
Shylock, on the 20th. 

Mrs. Hill took her first benefit on the 25th, when she appeared 
as Helen McGregor, with her brother Henry as Rob Roy. 

Mr. Moreland and Miss Riddle were now added td the com- 
pany, and Mr. Barry, from the Park, with Williamson, the 
singer, appeared for Moses Phillips’ benefit, July 9th. Mrs. 
Jefferson (late Burke) sung for a few nights. Fred. Brown 
took his benefit on the 16th, and soon after the season ended, 
and the Theatre was subjected to a thorough process of altera- 
tion and repair. The proscenium was raised twelve feet, the 
stage enlarged, the front of the boxes was painted in fresco, ° 
divided into panels, and displayed basso relievo heads of 
Byron, Scott, and other distinguished poets. The house was 
lighted with gas throughout, and a magnificent glass chande- 
hier hung from the center of the dome. In point of elegance 
and comfort, it was supposed to be unsurpassed in the Union. 
Mr. Megary, the lessee, employed Mr. Maywood as his stage- 
director, and the company included Messrs. W. Forrest, Kel- 
sey, Moreland, Vernon, M. 8. Phillips, Sarzedas, Edwards, 
Quin, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs. Vernon, Mrs. H. A. Williams, Mrs 
Turner, (for old ladies) the beautiful Miss Twibill, Mrs. Ste- 
venson, &c. Mr. Kelsey was the only stranger of any note. 
He was a very fair melo-dramatic actor, and is last remem- 
bered here in 1833. 

The Theatre was re-opened on the 3d of December, 1827, 
and the “Man of the World,” with Maywood as McSycophant, 
and “Family Jars,” with Phillips as Delph, were the initial 
performances. | 

Dec. 4th. Mr. Finn made his first appearance in two years 
in his great characters of Paul Pry and Buskin. He also 
personated Dr. Ollapod, Baron Willinghurst, Baillie Jarvie, 
Looney McTwolter, Bob Logic and Doctor Lenitive, with 
great ability, omitting, for the first time, all attempts at 
tragedy. 

Dec. 11th, occurred the first appearance in New York of 
Mr. John Woodhull, (brother of the well-known Park actor) 
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in the character of Rolla. He had a fine personal appearance, 
but possessed little merit as an artist. He died of consump- 
tion, in this city, in 1838. 

The same evening, Miss Jane Placide made her first ap- 
pearance in New York, since childhood, as Elvira and Pris- 
cilla Tomboy. We have before alluded to this lady, and her 
present engagement, during which she also appeared as Flo- 
rinda, Mrs. Haller, and Belvidera, confirmed the high opinion 
of her merits expressed by Southern critics. We are not 
aware that she ever after appeared in New York, but at New 
Orleans she was long pre-eminently the star of the drama. 
In 1838, for the benefit of her health, Miss Placide made a 
trip to Europe, and played Elvira twice at Covent Garden. 
The voyage was but of temporary benefit, and soon after her 
return to New Orleans, her disorder returned with increased 
violence, and she expired there in May, 1835. 

Dec. 14th. Mr. Fielding, from the Boston Theatre, made 
his first appearance in New York as Hemeya, in the “ Apos- 
tate.” He never attained popularity here. He was last at 
Richmond Hill, in 1835. 

Mr. Charles W. Taylor, the well-known actor and dramatist, 
made his first appearance in New York on the 22d, as Somer- 
ville, in “Turn Out.” This gentleman was born in England, 
and made his first appearance in America in 1819, at Norfolk, 
Va. He was a good-looking young man, with a voice of fine 
quality, which, had it received proper training, would have 
given him a high standing as a vocalist. He became ulti- 
mately a very respectable representative of a hearty country 
squire, or any frank, open and honest character suited to his 
increasing years, and was long a favorite actor in such parts 
at the National Theatre, Chatham Street. He retired from 
the Stage with a farewell benefit at Wallack’s Theatre, Sep- 
tember 3d, 1860, when he appeared as Max Harkaway, in 
“London Assurance.” Mr. Taylor still lives, and must be 
nearly 70.’ 

He was the dramatizer of the “Water Witch,” which had 
an immense run at the Bowery Theatre in 1831, and has also 
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written and arranged many other pieces that have enjoyed 
temporary popularity. 

Mr. John Mills Brown, an Englishman by birth, and a popu- 
lar comedian of Boston, where he had first appeared in 1821, 
came out on the 31st, as Farmer Ashfield and Risk. He had 
already played at the Lafayette Theatre, and though an actor 
of much humor, failed to gain a permanent footing on the 
New York boards. He occasionally appeared until 1838. 
After a retirement of several years, Mr. Brown died at his 


residence at Cold Spring, New York, on the 15th of April, 


1859, aged 77 years. 

Mrs. H. Williams took her benefit on the 28th of January, 
1828, when she appeared as Rolla, and Billy Black !! 

Jan. 31st. Poor Tom Flynn made his first appearance in 
New York, as Rover. 

This humorous, eccentric, and unfortunate man was born 
December 22d, 1804, and made his début at the Surrey Theatre, 
London, as Florian, in the “Foundling of the Forest,” March, 
1822. Forseveral months after, Mr. Flynn was in a provincial 
circuit, until he was engaged by Mr. Elliston for Drury Lane, 
but on that gentleman’s withdrawal from the establishment, 
he followed him to the Surrey again, where, in 1826, he 
opened in the characters of Floriville and Humphrey Grizzle. 
From this stage he was taken by Mr. Finn for the Federal 
Street Theatre, Boston, where he made his American début as 
Capt. Absolute, September 10th, 1827. He came thence to 
New York, where he for a while managed the Chatham. In 
1833-4, he was stage-manager of the Bowery—afterward had 
the Richmond Hill for a short time. In 1836, he opened the 
National Theatre, (late Italian Opera House) corner of Church 
and Leonard Streets, where he brought out Mitchell, the fa- 
mous Olympic comedian, Charles Howard, Morley, the singer, 
and others. He also, with Mr. Willard, built the New Chat- 
ham Theatre, (afterward called Purdy’s National) which was 
first opened in 1839. He did not long continue its manage- 
ment, but, joining the great Temperance movement of the 
day, became an ardent public advocate of the cause. For- 
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tunate would it have been for him had his strength of reso- 
lution equaled his force of conviction. He knew that the 
“social glass”—that demon in disguise—was hurrying him to 
destruction, and though he made one long and hopeful halt 
upon the journey, it finally drove him to the bitter end, in 
poverty, shame and degradation. Mr. Flynn married Matilda 
Twibill, at that time the belle and beauty of the stage, March 
30th, 1828. “He died in New York, of cholera, June 23d, 
1849. He was noted for his strong friendship to Mr. Booth, 
and, in his own better days, was almost the only man who 
could control the latter in his fits of wildness. As an actor, 
in his best estate, he was inferior to most of those who sus- 
tained the same lines of character, and for several years his 
corpulence unfitted him for appearing in his favorite range 
of light comedy. In private, he was a jovial companion, 
free, easy and generous, taking no heed for the morrow; and 
though, from his wife’s brilliant talents, and his own success 
in management, he was at. times supposed to be accumulating 
a fortune, yet his career ended, as before stated, in neglect and 
wretchedness, 

Mr. Higgs, the proprietor of the saloons of the Theatre, and 
also well remembered as the host of the old Star Coffee 
House, took a benefit on the 14th of February, when Miss 
George made her first appearance here as Diana Vernon, and 
Mr. E. Metz as Francis Osbaldistone. Mrs. Gill also appeared 
as Virginia, with Miss George as Paul, in the operetta of 
“Paul and Virginia.” . 

Feb. 20th. Mr. Crooke made his first appearance in Amer- 
ica as Goldfinch and Tristram Fickle. We have no knowledge 
of his merits. He married Mrs. Entwistle, and went South, 
where he soon after died. | 

The season was brought to a conclusion early in March. 

On the 17th of the same month, it was re-opened, we be- 
lieve, by Messrs. Ryder and Stevenson, with Mr. Flynn as 
manager, and with the principal members of the former com- 
pany. “Fazio” was performed, with Mr. Crooke as Fazio, 
and:Miss Emery (her first appearance in New York) as Bianca. 
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The afterpiece was “ Don Juan,” with Crooke as the libertine, 
and Wood, the famous pantomimist, as Scaramouch. Miss 
Emery, in scenes of intense passion, was an actress of great skill 
and power. She was brought from the Surrey Theatre, by Mr. 
Wemyss, for the Chestnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, where 
she first appeared, November Ist, 1827, as Belvidera, and her en- 
gagement throughout created a marked sensation. In New 
York, the Stage being already crowded with favorites, and her 


debut occurring in a declining theatre, she did not attract gene- 


ral attention, but the few who saw her fully acknowledged her 
great merit. Her career was short and disastrous. In 1831, 
she played a few nights under the name of Mrs. Burroughs. 
In 1832, according to the record of Mr. Wemyss, she perished 
in abject misery, in that sink of wretchedness and vice, the 
Five Points of New York. During her first engagement here, 
she played Belvidera, Alicia, Bellamira, Elvira, and Crazy 
Jane,in the drama of that name, which was first played on 
the 28th of March, with the following cast: 


Lord Raymond . . . Mr. Croore. | Francis . . . . Mr. Qu. 


Henry ..... ‘SW. FoRResr. ' Lady Jane. . . . Mrs. ENTWISTLE. 
Edwin. « . . . ‘ Woop. . ¢ Crazy Jane . . . Miss Emery, 
~Walter. . .... ‘© J, Woopautt, | Robinette. . . . ‘ TWiBILL 


Mr. Scott, from the Lafayette, opened an engagement on 
the 24th, as Othello and Rob Roy. 

Miss Emery took her benefit on the 31st, appearing very 
successfully as Evadne and Mrs. Simpson. In the tragedy, 
she was assisted by Mr. Wilson (his first appearance) as Colonna, 
and in the farce, by Mr. W. B. Chapman as Mr. Simpson. The 
“divine Celeste” also contributed a pas seul. 

April 17th. “Rob Roy” was performed, with Wilson as 
Rob, Garner as Francis, (his first appearance in two years) 
and Mrs. Kinloch as Diana Vernon, her first appearance in 
New York. Mrs. Kinloch was the mother otf Miss Lane, here- 
tofore alluded to, and possessed some merit as a light 
singing actress. She was a native of London, and first 
appeared in America, at Walnut Street, Philadelphia, as 
Margaretta, July, 1827. She was the representative of old 
ladies at the Bowery Theatre in 1833, and was well known in 
that line in several cities of the Union. Mr. Turnbull and his 
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daughters were in the company at this period, and we first 
note Miss Julia Turnbull’s appearance on the 26th of April, 
when she sung the popular song of the “Dashing White Ser- 
geant.” She was probably about six years old. She after- 
ward became widely known as a danseuse of merit. Mr. 
Flynn’s season terminated previous to May Ist. 

Notwithstanding the continued failures of its managers, 
another attempt was made to restore the fortunes of the 
Chatham Theatre by Messrs. Kilner and Maywood, who as- 
sumed its direction, and again opened its doors to the public 
on the 9th of June, 1828, with a company composed of Scott, 
Blake, Roberts, Herbert, George Andrews, Thomas Walton, 
Crooke, Vernon, Stevenson, Charnock, John Fisher, Colling- 
bourne, and Quin; Mesdames Blake, Hughes, Vernon, Turner, 
Kinloch and Roberts, Miss Amelia Fisher, Miss Kent, and Mr. 
and Miss Wells, the two latter dancers. These, with the two 
managers, formed a powerful and efficient corps for every de- 
partment of the drama. 

June 10th. In the farce of “Turn Out,” Mr. Walton made 
his first appearance in New York as Somerville, creating a very 
favorable impression by the excellence of his singing and the 
ease and finish of his acting, which was far superior to the 
usual style of vocalists. His person also was dislingué, and 
his face handsome. He was a native of England, and had 
first appeared in America, at Boston, as Henry Bertram, in the 
fall of 1827. He was afterward connected with the manage- 
ment of the Philadelphia and Baltimore theatres. He first 
appeared at the Park Theatre, in the opera of the “Maid of 
Judah,” as Cedric, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Wood, No- 
vember 11th, 18383. We last remember him here in the fall 
of 1836. He returned to England, and became stage-manager 
of the Princess’s Theatre, London. Mr. Walton died July 19th, 
1847, from the effects of poison, Ba a administered 
during an attack of illness. 

June llth. Mr. George Andrews made his first appearance 
in New York as Zekiel Homespun, and John Lump. This gentle- 
. man was also born in England in 1798, and at the age of twenty 
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made his début on the stage at Manchester, as Lothair, in 
“ Adelgitha.” He came to America in 1827, and first ap- 
peared at the Federal ‘Street Theatre, Boston, in October of 
that year, as Bob Acres. He was a good low comedian, and in 
the character of a Yorkshireman, either serious or comic, has 
probably not been surpassed on our Stage. He married Miss 
Woodward, a favorite songstress of Boston, and was himself a 
vocalist of no mean repute. In 1845-6~-7, Mr. George An- 
drews was in the Park company, afterward at the Broadway 
Theatre, and Burton’s, and played at the Winter Garden as 
lately as 1865 in the character of Polonius to Edwin Booth’s 
Hamlet. He died in New York, April 7th, 1866, leaving an 
enviable reputation, both private and professional. | 

Mrs. Duff made her first appearance, since her return from 
Europe, in the character of Mrs. Haller, June 17th, supported 
by Maywood as the Stranger, and Scott as Baron Steinfort, 
their first appearance. 

Miss George was brought out on the 18th, as Diana Vernon, 
and Georgette Clairville. On the 20th, she appeared as Rosina, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Barrett were announced as stars, as 
Belmour and Harriet, in “Is He Jealous?” Mr. George An- 
drews, on that night, also made a powerful impression as 
Luke the Laborer, a character in which he remained un- 
rivaled. | 

July ist. Mrs. Duff played Belvidera for her benefit, sup- 
ported by Wilson as Pierre, and Booth as Jaffer. In the 
afterpiece of the “Citizen,” Miss Rock played Maria, and 
Kilner and G. Barrett Old and Young Philpot. 

Miss Emery was the next luminary, appearing on the 7th 
as Bianca, in “ Fazio.” 

July 8th. A drama from the French, called the “ Prodi- 
gal Son,” was produced with considerable applause, thus 
cast : 


Azgael . . «. «6 «© « Mr. BLAKE. Siostris . . . . Mr. LInpsigy. 
Ozonath . ... . ‘¢ Scott. Zorai . . 6 « Mrs. HvuGHes. 
Naboth ..... ‘6 CROOKE. Jeptha. . .. .- ‘© Bagg. 
Laban. ....- - ‘6 STEVENSON. Naphtali . . . . ‘“* TURNER. 


A version of the same piece was played at the Broadway, 
in 1851. 
73 
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July 9th. Mr. William Duffy, of Albany (where he was 
born in 1801, and first appeared upon a Thespian stage in 
1822), made his first appearance in New York, as Colonna, in 
“Evadne.” He was a better actor in a light comedy part, and 
at Albany and Philadelphia was quitea favorite. In the latter 
city he was, at one time, manager of the Arch Street Theatre, 
in conjunction with Jones and Forrest. In an affray with My. 
James Hamilton, an actor, at Albany, in 1835, he received a 
dagger wound, which caused his death. 

July 11th. The interesting drama of “Charlotte Temple” 
was first performed here for Mr. Herbert’s benefit, thus cast : 


Temple ..... Mr. Scort. Charlotte Temple . Mrs. Hcouzs. 
Capt. Montreville . . ‘* CRooxkg. Mme. Larue . . . ‘* STEVENSON. 
Belcour .... . ‘6 STEVENSON. Mme. Dupont. . . ‘* KINLocH. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hilson, on this occasion, appeared for the first 
time on this stage, as Paul Pry, and Phebe. 

Mr. Henry Wallack was engaged as a star, opening, on the 
16th, as Macbeth, with Miss Emery as Lady Macbeth. On the 
28th, for his benefit, he. appeared as Falconbridge, to May- 
wood’s King John, with Mrs. Gilfert as Constance. 

The popular Mr. Higgs, of the Saloons, took a benefit on the 
4th of August, when he appeared on the stage for the first 
time, as Count Romaldi, in the “Tale of Mystery.” 

Notwithstanding the spirit and energy of the managers, the 
‘excellence of the company, and the variety in the entertain- 
ments, the season soon after terminated for want of a remu- 
nerative support. 

The Larayerre TuEaTRE was entirely rebuilt this season, 
by Mr. Sandford, from the plans of Mr. Grain, and on its 
completion was acknowledged to be the largest and most 
splendid theatre in the Union. The front was of Eastern 
white granite, presenting a novel and beautiful appearance, 
and the interior was decorated in a style equally chaste and 
elegant. The boxes were supported by bronze columns, with 
Ionic capitals carved and gilded, and a-superb glass chan- 
delier hung from the center of the dome—the latter attract- 
ing universal admiration for the beauty and harmony of its 
proportions. The stage was one hundred and twenty feet 
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deep, and, in part, one hundred feet wide, being larger than 
any then existing in England or America. It was considered 
a vast improvement that it was lighted from above, and that 
the stage machinery was also managed from the same ele- 
vated position. 

Mr. Burroughs was retained as stage-manager, Mr. Godey was 
treasurer, and Messrs, Grain and Jones, scene-painters. The 
acting company consisted of Messrs. H. Wallack, Burroughs, 
Scott, Thayer, Faulkner, Hyatt, Anderson, J. M. Brown, H. 
Eberle, Fisher, Walstein, Richings, Denman, Somerville, Din- 
neford, Doyne, Collins, D. Eberle, B. Blaike, Tatnall, Stick- 
ney, Carr, Hamilton, Richards, T. Placide, W. Conway, E. H. 
Conway, and Katen ; Mesdames Hill, Stone, H. Wallack, Fishet, 
Walstein, Green, Edstrom, Morgan, Spiller and E. H. Conway ; 
Misses Twibill, 8. and E. Eberle, Deblin, Alexina Fisher, &c. 
The season commenced on the 29th of September, 1827. The 
opening address was admirably delivered by Mrs. Hill. It 
was the production of Prosper M. Wetmore, Esq., and in point 
of merit, is certainly far superior to the general run of similar 
poems: : 


In legend lore and history’s radiant page, 

The rich memorials of a classic age, 

Bright o'er the hallowed records shines a ray, 
The herald of the Drama's after day : 

Its morn arose with envious clouds oppressed, 
The noon appears in rainbow splendors dressed, 
Far distant be the shadows of that night 

Which shrouds in gloom these visions of delight. 


In vernal groves, the Paradise of earth, 

Were sung the tidings of the Drama’s birth ; 

From rose-wreathed harps the sounds of rapture came, 
And thrilled to ecstasy the minstrel’s frame: 

Then youthful Taste, with her attendant train, 

Assumed the sceptre and began her reign ; 

The sylvan scene was gemmed with choicest flowers, 
Which sweetly blushed thro’ tears from summer showers : 
Forth from her bower, in radiant splendor bright, 

The Queen appeared, arrayed ‘a robes of light ; 
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And soft-voiced Music breathed upon her lute, 

Each sound was hushed, and every lip was mute. 
Young Genius threw his eagle glance around, 

And moved with eager step that spurned the ground ; 
He seized the pen and traced in lines of light, 

The glowing thought with Fancy’s visions bright ; 
Chaste Truth beheld—her magic wand displayed, 
Her sacred signet on the tablets laid— 

That seal to Nature’s reigning impulse true, 

Its silver lustre o'er the pages threw ; 

Then forth the mandate came—“ Through every age 
Be Truth the guardian of the moral stage ; 

Each line be drawn to strengthen Virtue's cause, 
And every scene be true to Nature’s laws.” 

This fiat given—in one rude crash of sound 

The harps were struck, and music breathed around. 
To fairy lands, where gay illusions dwell, 

Those forms have fled who lived in Fancy’s spell! 


Behold! where moves with melancholy mien, 

The tearful mistress of the tragic scene ; 

Her laboring bosom heaves the trembling sigh— 
The glance of madness flashes from her eye! 

With blanched cheek and wildly streaming hair, 
She calls on Death! and rushes in despair! 

The pointed steel is drawn with sudden gleam— 

It strikes !—she falls !—life yields its purple stream. 


What fairy form glides through the distant grove * 
With pleasure’s step, and looks of joy and love 

It comes ; and now, a shade of sadness steals 

Across that brow—the falling tear reveals 

The soul of feeling, shrined where mirth resides, 
Gay, sportive “ Mirth, which wrinkled Care derides.”’ 
Those eyes of sparkling light—that winning grace— 
And all the thrilling eloquence of face, 

Are thine, Thalia—thine the witching power 

To shade with grief, or gild the passing hour. 


In yon dark form, the deepest passions dwell, 

In this, the gentler, softer charms excel ; 

Through these, Life's varied scenes are shadowed forth— 
Vice drops her crest—Truth crowns neglected Worth ; 
And thus, with intellectual power, the Stage 

Guards with its shield the morals of the age. 


’ 
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Patrons! with joy we tread the mimic scene, 

In Wisdom’s robes—or clad in sportive mien— 
Our steady aim is still to win your smile ; 

That sun-lit beam can all our cares beguile : 
Vain were our hopes to aid the Drama’s cause, 
Unless our efforts win your kind applause. 

The Temple reared—the envied task is ours 

To light the mind with god-like Reason’s powers ; 
And yours the glory to create a name 

For this fair dome, upon the scroll of Fame! 


The entertainments consisted of the “Honeymoon,” with 
Henry Wallack as Duke Aranza, and Mrs. Stone as Juliana, 
and the drama of the “ Wandering Boys,” with Mrs. Wallack as 
Paul, and Mrs, Fisher as Justin. Monday, October 1st, how- 
ever, presented a better display of the resources of the estab- 
lishment, when the opera of “Rosina” was performed, with 
Richings as Mr. Belville, Denman as Capt. Belville, H. Eberle 
as William, Anderson as the Irishman, Mrs. Green as Rosina, 
and Mrs. Wallack, Phebe. The “Bride of Abydos” was also 
brought out with a degree of splendor hitherto unattempted, 
and the excellence of its performance secured general appro- 
bation. Burroughs played Selim; Scott, Gutaffir; Rich- 
ings, Osman Bey; Mrs. Wallack, Zulieka; and Mrs. Green, 
Lobeide. 

A succession of standard comedies, operas and melo- 
dramas was presented with fine effect:—Mrs. Hill played 
Lady Randolph, Meg Merrilies, Stella di Procida, Mill- 
wood, &c.; Miss Twibill—Rosalie Somers, Cicely Home- 
spun, &c.; Mrs. Green—Lucy Bertram, Lodoiska and Norah; 
Mrs. Stone — Bisarre, Mrs. Glenroy and Miss Hardcastle ; 
Mrs. Walstein—all the respectable old ladies; and Mrs. 
Fisher, a little of everything, from deepest tragedy to 
broadest farce. 

Among the principal masculines of the company, Henry 
Wallack played Reuben Glenroy, Dick Dowlas, Kera Khan, 
Harvey Birch and Tekeli; Burroughs went on for Young 
Norval, Leporello, Fitz James and Earl of Leicester ; Thayer 
delighted everybody with his Scout, Splash, Doct. Pangloss, 
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Young Marlow and Belmour; while Scott gave the rufhan 
Hatteraick, the miller Grindoff, the stern Glenalvon, the 
savave Onalaska, and the sailor Jack, with almost equal merit 
and success. Richings and Denman divided the principal 
vocalization; Anderson was the “boy” for the Hibernians ; 
Faulkner took charge of the bluff old gentlemen; while 
Hyatt, Mills Brown and Harry Eberle raised many a merry 
laugh by their irresistible drolleries. 

The “Pringles in Town,” an amusing farce, was brought 
out November 12th, with the following cast: 


Old Pringle . . . . Mr. FAULENER. Flourish . . . . Mr. Co..ins. 
Old Dingle . . . . S* Fisumr. Trumps - » (‘“ DBNMAN. 
Jacky Pringle . . . ‘* H. Enerve. Betsy Pringle . . . Miss Evers. 
Pumkinhead. . . . ‘“ J. M. BRown. Maggy... -+ « Mrs. FisHEr. 


“Brier Cliff? was played during the latter part of the 
month. Its author, George P. Morris, had a benefit on the 8th 
of December. From his numerous benefits, Mr. Morris must 
have realized a handsome sum from his first dramatic at- 
tempt. 

Dec. 11th. For Mr. H. Wallack’s benefit, the drama called 
“Joan of Arc” was first played with the following cast: 


PrinceCharles . . . Mr. Scort. ' DeCamoral . . . Mr. WALSTEIN. 
Beauvais... “© COLLINS. Valianto . . . . ‘* J. M. Browg. 
Seales... he ‘6 DENMAN, Florine . . . . ‘** =THAYER. 
Richemont “se ‘6 STICKNEY. oan. ew lw tw et Mra. HILy 
Chalous .... . “6B. BLAIKE. Lucille. . ... ‘6 WALLACK. 


Jan. 11th, 1828. For Mr. Richings’ benefit, a drama called 
the “Blood Red Knight” was first played, as follows : 


Sir Rowland. . . . Mr. Ricatse@es. Peter . . . ss. Mr. SomERVILLe. 
Oliver. . . « « . ‘« Soortr. Ludy Isabel . . . Mrs. FILL. 
Charles ..... ss STICKNEY. Emma .... . ‘6 GREEN. 


“Dolly and the Rat,” a new farce, was brought out about 
this time, with Somerville as Dicky Scragg ; Walstein, Jere- 
miah Dip; Stickney, “Tom Brisket; Mrs. Walstein, Mrs. 
Brisket ; and Mrs. Fisher, Dolly. “Gilderoy” was also pro- 
duced, with the following cast: 


Gilderoy . . .. . Mr. H. WaLuaoKk. Bailie oes . »« Mr. Somenvitir. 
Walter Logan . . . ‘* WALSTEIN, Andrew. . . “ oH. Eneece. 
Johnie Howie . . . ‘* RicHinas. Jessy Logan . . . Mra. WaALLackx. 


March 3d. For Mr. Burroughs’ benefit, Mrs. Sandford made 
her first appearance this season as Diana Vernon. 

Mr. Mestayer played Will Steady, in the “ Purse,” on the 
11th, his only appearance. 
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The celebrated drama called the “Sons of Erin” was played 
on St. Patrick’s Day, cast as follows: 


Sir Frederick . . . Mr. THAYgrR. Patrick . . . . Mr. ANDERSON. 
Rivers. . .... ‘6 WAL8TEIN. Lady Lovell . . . Mrs. Stonsg. 
Capt. Rivere. . . . ‘* RicnINGes. Miss Rivers . . . ‘* WaALSTEIN. 
Fitzedward . . . -. ‘** Socort. 


After the 22d, the Theatre was closed for a fortnight, during 
which time the company played at Mount Pitt Circus. 

Re-opening April 7th, Mrs. Sandford was made a promi- 
nent attraction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blake were added to the company, making 
their first appearance May 5th, as Wildlove, and Zephyrina. 

The same night the “Battle of Waterloo” was first played, 
in which Mr. Kinloch made his first appearance in New York 
as Napoleon. Mr. Kinloch “made up” the character admi- 
rably, and the piece had a run. 

The “Red Rover” was played on the 26th, and had likewise 
considerable success, with the following cast: 


Red Hover . ». « « Mr. Burgovags. Homespun. . . . Mr. WaAtsrein. 

Dick Fid . . 2... ‘OH. WaALLACK. Mrs. Wyllys . . . Mrs. Stone. 

Lieut, Wilder . . . ‘** RICHINGS. Mme.de Lacy. . . ‘* WaAtLsrein. 
IPlO! wa. ae Oe Se ‘¢ Scott. Gertrude . . . ‘6 SANDFORD. 


June 2d. For Mr. H. Wallack’s benefit, Mr. Hilson appeared 
as Falstaff,and Mr. Hackett as Morbleau, besides bopesung his 
Yan kee stories. 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit, which she was prevented from taking 
at the Bowery by the conflagration of that establishment, came 
off here on the 6th of June, when Mr. Cooper played Damon ; 
Mr. Forrest, Pythias ; Mrs. Gilfert, Hermione; and Mrs. 
Hughes, Calanthe. Messrs. G. Barrett, Roberts, Hackett, 
Pearman, Holland, Burroughs, Hyatt and Barbiere, with 
Mrs. Sandford, Mme. Labasse, and Mlle. Celeste, appeared 
in a melange of recitation, music and dancing. 

June 7th. For Mrs. Kinloch’s benefit, the old farce called 
“Miss in Her Teens” was revived, with her daughter, little 
Miss Lane, as Flash; John Sefton (his first appearance in 
New York) as Fribble, Mrs. Blake as Miss Biddy Bellair, and 
Mrs. Kinloch, Tay. Mr. Sefton had little versatility of talent, 
and could not be called a good general comedian, but in some 
particular parts he has displayed a degree of merit scarcely 
approached by any other actor. He struggled with neglect, 
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or bare toleration, for several years, till, against his own will, 
he was forced into the character of Jemmy Twitcher, at the 
Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, and his performance of 
the part at once established his fame and fortune. Nothing 
like its perfection had appeared upon our stage. In dress, 
voice, slang and manner, he was the very vagrant himself, 
and the simple, but oft-repeated ejaculation, “ Vell, vot ov it?” 
invariably convulsed the house with laughter. His Silky, in 
the “Road to Ruin,’ we have never seen equaled, and in 
Doctor Caius he is excelled only by Placide. In Cupid, Tom 
Twigg, Billy Downy, and several other of John Reeve’s great 
parts, he was also very happy. Mr. Sefton was born in Liver- 
pool, January 15th, 1805, and first appeared on the American 
Stage at Philadelphia, June, 1827. He was long employed by 
Mr. Niblo as director of his dramatic entertainments, and has 
been (under Mr. E. A. Marshall) manager of the Walnut Street 
Theatre, Philadelphia. Mr. Sefton has been twice married; 
his first wife was Miss Wells, a dancer, and his second the 
well-known Mrs. Watts, of this city. He has been for several 
seasons past at Wallack’s. 

Mr. De Camp commenced a star engagement on the 9th, as 
Gossamer, and took his benefit on the 17th, as Kera Khan and 
Corinthian Tom. 

About this time, the pretty Sophy Eberle was first an- 
nounced, as Mrs. Laforest. 

June 20th. Mr. A. W. Jackson, from the Western theatres, 
made his first appearance in New York as Col. Rigolio, in the 
“Broken Sword.” He was for several years connected with 
our minor theatres, but displayed little merit asan actor. He 
became manager of the Bowery Theatre in 1845, where, in a 
short time, he accumulated a fortune. He also had the man- 
agement of the Winter Garden for one or two seasons. Mr. 
Jackson died in New York, May, 1866. 

June 23d. For the benefit of Mrs. Wallack, Mrs. John 
Greene, from the Philadelphia theatres, made her first ap- 
pearance in New York as Elvira, in “ Pizarro.” This lady 
was born at Boston, March 23d, 1800. Her maiden name was 
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Ann Nuskey. She made her stage début at Norfolk, Va., with 
Beaumont’s company, in 1815, and soon after married Henry 
Lewis, a son of Lewis, the great London comedian, from whom 
she separated on account of ill-treatment and learning that he 
had a wife and children living in Europe. She married Greene 
in 1818, and endured with him an innumerable variety of in- 
cidents, joyful and sorrowful, in their mutual long theatrical 
_ career. She was for many years attached to the Chestnut 
Street Theatre, Philadelphia, and, after passing through 
nearly every city of the Union, finally settled at Nashville, 
Tenn., where her husband was manager for several seasons. 
She survived him about two years, dying on the 19th of 
January, 1862, aged nearly 62 years. She possessed no great 
diversity of talent, but in the highest range of walking ladies 
—the serious mothers, the distressed wives, and stately bar- 
onesses of the stage—we have never seen her surpassed. Her 
Hermione, in “Damon and Pythias,” was a fine performance; 
her Queen Elizabeth, in “Richard LIII.,” we have never seen 
excelled, and her Queen Gertrude, in “Hamlet,” we have never 
known equaled. In personal appearance she was tall and 
commanding, and her costume was generally elegant and ap- 
propriate. Mrs. Greene has been well known at our minor 
theatres, where she often moved like a goddess among the 
mortals that surrounded her. 

July 2d. For the benetit of Mrs. Walstein, Mr. Barnes made 
his only appearance on this stage as Dromio, (doubled by Bur- 
roughs) Mawworm, and Johnny Atkins (“Mogul Tule”). 

July 7th. The ballet called the “ Marriage” introduced to 
the American Stage an entirely new troupe of French dancers, 
composed of Miles. Estelle, Ravenot, Clara, Louise, Esther, and 
Hyacinthe, with Messrs. Feltman, Duruissell, and Benoni. 
With considerable merit among its different members, it 
failed to create the sensation produced by its predecessors 
at the Bowery. 

July 19th. George W. Dixon made his first appearance in 
New York as a singer of comic songs. He attained consider- 
able notoriety with his “Coal-Black Rose,” and other negro 
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ditties, before Rice and his “Jim Crow” popularity had had 
their day. Dixon afterward made himself odious in New 
York by his publication of a scurrilous paper called the 
Polyanthos, whose slanders became so gross and outrageous 
that he was finally compelled to leave the city. 

In August, Mr. Burroughs took his farewell benefit; Mr. 
Garner appeared; Mrs. Hamblin had a star engagement; 
Rice played his first prominent character in New York on 
the 28d, (Johnny Atkins) and early in September we find on 
the bills of the establishment the additional names of Laidley, 
Grey, Blakely, Neilson, Miss Costar, &c. 

_ Before the end of the month the season was brought to a 
termination. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


Park Theatre, 1828-9—Bowery—Chatham and Lafayette Theatres. 


N its re-opening, September Ist, 1828, the Parx 
{} Taeatre astonished and delighted its friends by the 

elegance of its interior, which had been entirely 
renewed during the vacation. A new drop-curtain was not 
the least important of its very tasteful embellishments. 

The opening pieces were the “ Rivals” and “T'was I!” with 
their well-known and favorite casts—Mrs. Wallack’s first ap- 
pearance in the character of Julia being the only variation. 

Sept. 2d, introduced to the New York public Mr. James H. 
Caldwell, as Belcour, in the “West Indian,” and the Three 
Singles, in “Three and the Deuce!” 

Of this gentleman we are unable to speak from personal 
knowledge, never having had the fortune to witness his per- 
formances, but the critics of New York have not awarded him 
that distinguished position in the profession which he en- 
joyed in the South and West, where, as a genteel comedian, 
he surpassed all rivalry, and in New Orleans, especially, was 
pre-eminently the favorite of the public. Born in England, 
in 1798, he first appeared as a child in the Manchester 
Theatre. He was brought to this country by Mr. Holman, 
and first appeared in America at Charleston, S. C., November, 
1816, as Belcour and the Singles. In 1817, he managed a 
theatre in Washington, and in 1818 built the theatre in 
Petersburg, Va. In January, 1820, he engaged the French 
Theatre in New Orleans for English performances, and im- 
parted a degree of respectability to the drama there hitherto 
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unknown. He commenced building the first American theatre 
there in 1822, and opened it January 1st, 1824. In 1826, he 
built the Nashville Theatre. In 1827, he converted a build- 
ing at St. Louis, Mo., into a theatre. In 1828, he completed a 
deserted theatre at Natchez, Miss. He built a fine theatre at 
Cincinnati, and opened it on the 4th of July, 1832. In 1838, 
he sold out his theatrical circuit to Messrs. Russell and Rowe, 
and devoted his time and energies to the introduction of gas 
at New Orleans. He commenced the great St. Charles Theatre 
in that city on the 9th of May, 1835, and opened it on the 
30th of November in the same year. In point of size and 
elegance, it surpassed every theatre in the Union, and rivaled 
the most famous of the old world. It was destroyed by fire, 
March 13th, 1842, and its enterprising proprietor finally aban- 
doned his interest in the cause of the drama, and retired from 
the profession January 14th, 1843, making his farewell bow 
as Vapid,in the “Dramatist.” He afterward occupied 1m- 
portant public stations in New Orleans, where he long con- 
tinued his residence, his untiring industry having secured 
him a very handsome fortune. Mr. Caldwell was twice mar- 
ried, first to Mrs. Twomley, of Fredericksburg, Va., and, second, 
to Miss Rowe, daughter of the Southern manager of that name. 
He died during the war of the rebellion, while temporarily re- 
sident in New York, September 11th, 1863, at the age of 70. 

Mr. Caldwell’s first series of characters in New York in- 
cluded Doricourt, Willinghurst, Duke Aranza, Benedick, Young 
Wilding, Charles Surface, Frank Heartall, Feliz, (“Hunter of 
the Alps”) and Gossamer, in most of which he was ably sup- 
ported by the spirited Miss Kelly, who commenced her en- 
gagement September 3d, as Letitia Hardy. 

Sept. 11th. Little Miss Russell, (now Mrs. Farren) hereto- 
fore alluded to, made her first appearance on this stage, as 
Young Norval and Little Pickle. 

Sept. 13th. The French ballet troupe, late of the Lafayette 
Theatre, comprising Messieurs Benoni, Duruissell, St. Clair, 
and Feltman, and Miles. Estelle, Ravenot, Louise, Hyacinthe, 
&c., made their debut at this establishment. 
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A new comedy, called “Ups and Downs,” was produced on 
the 16th, with the following cast, but was not very successful : 


Mammenton.. . . Mr. BARRY. Countess . . . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Mulberry. ... . ‘© BABENES. Lady Charlewood . ‘* WaALLAcg. 
Higgins ..... ss WoopaULL. Amelia... . ‘* #Hy,son. 
Jack Pointer. . . . ‘** SIMPSON. Kitty ~ © « © ‘© Flackert. 
Delamere. ... . ‘6 RICHINGS. Mrs. Corduroy . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 


Mr. James Wallack, in the full zenith of his fame, returned 
from Europe, and made his first appearance in six years, on 
the 17th, as Rolla, in “ Pizarro,” supported by Mrs. Drake, as 
Elvira, her first appearance in New York in three years. 

Mrs. Sandford, from the closed Lafayette Theatre, appeared, 
on the 18th, as Vespina, and Mr. Thompson, from the same 
establishment, on the 23d, as Reuben Glenroy. 

The ever-favorite Mrs. Barnes, having returned from an 
English tour, made her first appearance on the 26th, as Juliet, 
to the Romeo of Mr. Wallack, who also personated Walter, in 
the “ Children in the Wood.” On this occasion, as one of the 
Children, we first remember noticing Miss Emma Wheatley, 
afterward highly distinguished in the profession by the amia- 
bility of her personal character and her eminent theatrical 
ability. Her natural genius displayed itself even at this early 
period, when she had not yet completed her sixth year, all 
characters suited to her age being portrayed by her with a 
fidelity to nature almost unexampled. | 

As her years increased, she was intrusted with parts of more 
importance, until, in 1832, her excellent representation of 
Arthur, in “King John,” attracted the admiring notice of 
Fanny Kemble, (the Constance of the play) who aided and 
encouraged her by advice and suggestion, and ere she had at- 
tained her thirteenth year, for the benefit of her mother, 
June 25th, 1834, she made what may be termed her regular 
début, as Julia, in the “Hunchback,” with triumphant success. 
She soon after appeared as Bianca, Mariana, and Juliet, in all 
of which she deepened the favorable impression she had 
created. During the visit of Sheridan Knowles to this 
country, she played in company with him here, and at the 
first establishments in our sister cities. Until the fall of 1837, 
Miss E. Wheatley was under the control of the Park manage- 
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ment, but the offers of Mr. Wallack, then manager of the old 
National Theatre, induced her to accept an engagement there, 
and on the 4th of September in that year she first appeared 
on that stage as Julia, in the “Rivals,” and was thereafter in- 
stalled as the leading actress of the establishment, although 
not yet sixteen years of age. The elder Vandenhoff was then 
playing his first engagement in this country, and Miss Wheat- 
ley supported him with a brilliancy and force that surprised 
her warmest friends. Her whole engagement was a continuous 
triumph—she became the paramount favorite ‘of the theatre, 
and was still improving as an actress, when she retired te pri- 
vate life in the spring of 1838, previous to the close of the 
season. 

Having married Mr. James Mason, on the 9th September, 
1837, she continued on the stage until his father (then Presi- 
dent of the Chemical Bank) purchased for them a pleasant 
rural residence, and with a liberal allowance placed them in 
circumstances which rendered life, for a while, a paradise. 

On the death of the elder Mr. Mason, a will was produced 
which gave her husband a trifling annuity, and distributed a 
large fortune among other heirs who were already abounding 
in riches. : 

To contest the legality of this will, Mr. James Mason de- 
voted his time, energy and means, while Mrs. Mason, though 
in ill health, resumed her profession, and made her first ap- 
pearance in nine years, at the Park Theatre, January 11th, 
1847, in the character of Juliet. In the spring she played a 
second engagement, which terminated with a complimentary 
benefit on the 4th of June, tendered her by Messrs. Hone, 
Laight, Ogden, Emmett, Duer, Livingston, Schuyler, Clinton, 
King, Costar, Hamilton, Brevoort, Robertson, Leroy, Newbold, 
&c., an array of names, appended to a written testimonial, of 
which the recipient might well be proud. She played Jia, 
in the “ Hunchback,” being her last appearance on the stage. 
Justice, though slow, at last rewarded their efforts with suc- 
cess. Mr. James Mason was declared to be entitled to an 
equal share of his father’s estate, and came into possession 
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of a handsome fortune, which, had life and health been spared, 
would have crowned the future with ease and comfort. But 
in the full fruition of hope, when wealth was showered upon 
her, and years of happiness might have been confidently anti- 
cipated, an insidious disease that had long preyed in secret, 
(a chronic ulceration of the bowels) seized Mrs. Mason with 
renewed violence, and terminated her existence on the 16th 
July, 1854, at the age of 32. 

Exemplary in all the relations of life, a devoted daughter, 
an affectionate ‘sister, a true-hearted wife—treading the dan- 
gerous walks of her profession without once raising a whisper 
of reproach—she lived an ornament to the Stage and to society, 
and died bewailed by her family and friends, and sincerely re- 
gretted by an admiring public, in whose memory her name will 
ever be enshrined as one of those whose lives have given dig- 
nity and beauty to the profession. 

Sept. 30th. Mr. Horn and Mrs. Austin commenced an en- 
gagement as Aurelio and Biondina, in “ Native Land.” 

Mr. Wallack took his benefit on the 6th of October, appear- 
ing as Don Feliz, in the “ Wonder,” supported by Mrs. Barnes 
as Violante, and Mr. Maywood as Gibby, his first appearance 
this season. 

The fascinating Clara Fisher opened on the 8th, as Albina 
Mandeville, and Victoire. 

On the 9th, for Mrs. Austin’s benefit, Weber's opera of 
‘Oberon, or the Charmed Horn,” was performed for the first 
time in America, cast as follows: 


SirHuon. ... . Mr. Hoen. Puck ..... Mrs. WALLACK 
Sherasmin .. . . ‘* HILSon. Reiza . .... ‘6 AUSTIN 
Bubekir . ... . ‘6 PORTER. Fatima. . ... ‘6 SHARPE. 
Almanzor. ... . ‘6 WooDHULL. Namouna. . . . ‘“* WHEATLEY. 
Oberon ..... ‘6 RICHINGS. 


Mr. Wallack commenced a new engagement on the 18th, as 
Richard III. 

On the 17th, Moncrieff’s touching drama, called the “Lear 
of Private Life,” was first played in New York, with the fol- 


lowing cast: 

Fitzarden. . . . . Mr. Marwoop. Mowbray... . Mr. Povesy. 
Rattleton. . .. . ‘6 RIOHINGS. Saunter ... . “ TT. PrLaorpg. 
Alvanly .... . ‘S  WOoDHULL. Adder. ... . ‘6 NEXSEN. 
Goodall . . . . . ‘6 PORTER. Agnes. .... Miss C, FisHer. 
Gilbert . . .. ‘* PLAOIDE. Emily... . . Mrs. SHARPE, 
Michaelmas... . ‘© Waray. Meriel. . .. . ‘¢ HAOKETrt. 
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Mr. Maywood took a farewell benefit on the 29th, previous 
to visiting Europe, when he appeared as Fitzarden and Jock 
Howison. 

Oct. 30th. Mr. Caldwell commenced a second engagement 
as Gossamer, and the Three Singles. 

Oct. ‘31st. Mr. John J. Adams announced his benefit, and 
only appearance during the season, when he played Jaffer, in 
“Venice Preserved,” supported by Cooper as Pierre, (his first 
appearance) and Mrs. Barnes as Belvidera; little Miss Rus- 
sell also appeared as Crack! The latter played Darby, in 
the “Poor Soldier,” November Ist, and Albert, in “William 
Tell,” for her benefit, November 3d, when she had the im- 
portant aid of Mr. Forrest, from the Bowery, as the Swiss 
hero. Her brother, Masier Russell, also appeared, for the first 
time in New York, as Tom Thumb. 

Miss Kelly commenced. an engagement on the 4th, as 
Beatrice, to Caldwell’s Benedick, and on the 5th was pro- 
duced, for the first time in New York, the melo-drama called 
the “Dumb Savoyard and his Monkey,” with the following 
cast: 


Count Maldicini. . . Mr. WoopavL. Marmazette . . . Mast. Zrgsro. 
Herr Vatchwell. . . ‘* PLAcIDE. Pipino. . .. . Mrs. HI.son 
Sturmwald . . . . ‘“* Porter. Countess “ WaLtacx 
Speilaburg . . . . ‘“ TT. PLactpe. Teresa. . . ‘6 = WHEATLEY 
Leopoldstadt . ‘Wray. 


Mrs. Hilson made an interesting-looking mute, but was in- 
ferior in action’ to Mrs. Barnes and Celeste, both of whom 
afterward played the part. 

The tragic play of the “Serf,” by Talbot, was first repre- 
sented in America on the 7th, for the benefit of Mrs. Barnes, 
thus cast : 

Ossim. . - «© - « Mr. BARBY. Petrow. ... . Mr. Porter. 


Isidore -. . e« | . ‘<< SIMPSON. Countess Olga . . Mrs. Bannas. 
Viadimir .... . ‘¢ WoopsHULL. 


Mrs. Drake’s benefit occurred on the 11th, when Hamblin 
played King John, and Forrest, Falconbridge,—the beneficiary 
appearing as Constance, and also in the broad comedy part of 
Liddy Lorigan, in “ Family Jars.” 

A tragedy, called “Giordano,” by James Lawson, a well- 
known and esteemed poet and editor of New York, was first 
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put upon the stage on the 18th. It was repeated once or 
twice, and then withdrawn. The cast stood as follows: 


Giordano... . . Mr. Barry. | Colloni. . .. .- Mr. Rriosinas. 
Conradine ... .-. ‘ SIMPSON. | Imelda. . 2. « « Mrs. HILson. 

Duke .....-. ‘6 PHILLIPS. ' Bella. ..e. *¢ HAoKEtt. 
Neri. ‘6 ~WoopDHULL. 


Mr. Caldwell announced his benefit on the 14th, when he 
appeared as Frank Heartall and Col. Freelove,and Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Russell as Timothy Quaint and Widow Cheerly, 
being their first appearance on the New York boards. 

Mr. Russell was a comedian of merit, playing every line of 
humorous character with general success, and at Boston, Cin- 
cinnati, New Orleans, &c., where he was connected with the 
management of different theatres, ranked high in public favor. 
He was the first manager of the Richmond Hill Theatre, in 
this city, which opened under his direction in the fall of 1881, 
and where he last appeared in New York, in April, 1832. At 
the time of his death, which occurred about 1840, he was a 
resident of New Orleans, where he had made his American 
début, under Caldwell’s management, in 1822. Mrs. Russell, 
his versatile and accomplished consort, also made her first ap- 
pearance at New Orleans, in 1822, and, wherever he went, 
proved a valuable auxiliary, and enjoyed her full proportion 
of public esteem. Mrs. Russell continued to live in New Or- 
leans long after she became a widow, but is now dwelling in 
New York with her daughter, Mrs. Farren (1866). 

Clara Fisher was again brought out on the 19th, in the 
character of Helen Worrett, and played an engagement which 
terminated December Ist. 

Madame Feron, a renowned vocalist, made her first appear- 
ance on the 27th November, as Floretia, in the “ Cabinet,” and 
on the 29th sung the music of Adela, in the “ Haunted Tower.” 
No songstress of equal European repute had previously ap- 
peared here, Malibran not having achieved her transatlantic 
triumphs when she entranced our western world. But 
Madame Feron failed to create an equal sensation; although 
a lady-like actress, and a brilliant singer of the most florid 
Italian school, with a voice of equal power melody, she 
lacked the graceful form, the face divine, and the inexpres- 

75 


594 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


sible charm of girlhood, which rendered her fair predecessor 
so irresistible. 

Madame Feron was the daughter of a French refugee of 
that name. She was born in London in 1797. At the age of 
eight she astonished the visitors of Vauxhall by her facility of 
executing the most difficult music, and was familiarly spoken 
of as the infant Billington, a name that then stood for all that 
was admirable in the art. In November, 1811, she first ap- 
‘peared at Covent Garden, as Rosetta. On approaching wo- 
manhood, Mile. Feron visited Italy, Germany, and France, 
where she received the instructions of Pucitta and Rossini, 
and sung in company with Pasta and Catalani, whose most 
exalted efforts were not sufficient to prevent her sharing in 
their triumphs. She married a Mr. Glossop during her con- 
tinental residence, but the union proved unhappy. She re- 
turned to her native land, and resuming her maiden name, 
with the foreign title of Madame, made her debut at Drury Lane, 
November 29th, 1827, as Florimante, in “Isidore de Merida.” 

Madame Feron was acknowledged by all to stand in the 
first rank of astonishing vocalists, but, during her sojourn 
here, the country was filled with musical strangers, who so 
distracted the patronage of the public, that her skill was not 
rewarded with the pecuniary success it merited. She last sung 
at Niblo’s Garden in 1833, and shortly after returned to Eng- 
land, and, with declining powers and advancing years, gradu- 
ally took a receding walk in her profession, and we last saw 
her name on an opera-bill, as the representative of Teresa, in 
“La Sonnambula.” She died in London in 1853. 

On the 3d of December, for Mrs. Hackett’s benefit, Col- 
man’s comedy of “Who Wants a Guinea?” with the character 
of Solomon Gundy transformed into Solomon Swop, the Yankee, 
was first played, under the title of “Jonathan in England,” 
with great success, and with the following cast: 


Solomon .. - . Mr. Hacxert. Henry... . .- Mr. Rrowinos. 
Torrent... . . ‘¢ WOoDHULL. Andrew Bang .. ‘“* BABNgES. 
Barford .... . ‘* BarRey. Fanny... . . Mrs. Hi.son. 
Sir Larry. ... .- ‘¢ SIMPSON. Mrs. Glastonbury . ‘* WHEAfLRY. 


Dec. 6th. The “Lord of the Manor’ brought Mr. Horn and 
Mrs. Austin again before the public. 
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Dec. 15th. For Mrs. Austin’s benefit, “John of Paris” was 
first given, with all the music, in admirable style throughout: 


John ...... Mr. Horn. Vincent . . . . Mr. Ricuines, 
Chamberlain. . . . ‘* PLaorpe. | Prin Princess . Mrs. AUSTIN. 
Pedrigo Potts .. . ‘“* Barnngs. | Rosa .... - ‘6 6 SHARPER. 


Also, the celebrated nlvdcana called “Knights of the 
Cross,” founded on Scott’s “Talisman,” and cast as follows: 


RichardI. . . . . Mr. SImpPson. Saladin... . Mr. Woobsvu... 
King Philip . . . . ‘* NEgxsEn. Charegite . 6 JONES. 
Leopold .... . ‘¢ PHILLIPS. Blondel . Mrs. AUSTIN 
Sir Kenneth. . . . ‘* Barry. Berengaria ‘¢ «HILSON 
Conrad ..... ‘¢ RICGHINGS. ith: ne ose. 6? 4a 8 ‘6 ~6SHARPE 
Beduseant. . ‘© 6T. PLACIDE. | Calista a OS. ze ‘© 6 Duriz. 


Mrs. Durie, long a useful fixture of the Park, was sister to 
Mr. Hanna, the celebrated flutist, and wife of the prompter, 
after whose death she married a Mr. Shepherd, and in 1855 
was living retired in California. 

Lord Byron’s tragedy of “ Werner” was first played on the 
16th, for Mr. Barry’s benefit, and afterward repeated for Mrs. 
Hilson’s, with the following cast : 


Werner ....-. Mr. Barry. Idenstein . . . .-. Mr. PLaorpsz. 
Stralenheim . . . . ‘* WoopsvULL. be a a ae oe ‘6 WHEATLEY. 
UleiG: a. eo ks Hs oe ‘6 6 SIMPBON. Jos . Mrs. WALLACK. 
Gabor. ..... ‘» HILSON. Ida Aalccwate - » ‘ Ayvson. 


Mr. Rees, the comedian, who met with an accident that 
took him from the stage last season, re-appeared for his 
benefit on the 20th, as Old Wrongward, in the “ Deaf Lover,” 
and thenceforward his name disappears from the bills. “ 

Mr. Pearman was now engaged to support Madame Feron, 
and the two made their first joint appearance on the 24th as 
the Seraskier and Lilla. They were combined with Horn and 
Mrs. Austin in the “Marriage of Figaro,” for Mr. Simpson’s 
benefit, January 6th, 1829, Madame Feron singing and acting 
Susanna with perfect skill and abandon, while Mrs. Austin as 
the Countess, Horn as the Count, Pearman as Figaro, Placide 
as Antonio, and Mrs. Hilson as Cherubino, left nothing to be 
desired in the way of excellence. 

A drama called the “Temple of Death” was produced, 
January Ist, 1829, thus cast: 


Canute. ..... Mr. Simpson. Roldan. ... . Mr. PaILLIPs. 
Ostic . ..... © 6 BaRrr. ol a ‘ Mrs. HIson. 
Oldebert . ... . ‘6 ~RICHINGS. Urania. .... WaLLack. 
Theobald... . . ‘¢ ~PLAGIDE. aga BRS Bo Be, ag ' 66 SHARPE. 


Mr. Wallack was engaged, and early in the month brought 
out, for the first time, Miss Mitford’s beautiful tragedy of 
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“ Rienzi,” in which he personated the hero with great spirit 
and effect. We subjoin its cast: 


Cola di Rienzi . . . Mr. WaLaox. Ursini . .... Mr. Rrosinae. 
Stephen Colonna . . ‘** PHILLIPS. Claudia .. . . Mrs. Hriusosg, 
Angelo . . 2. « “ Barry. Lady Colonna .. ‘* SHARPE. 
Savelli . . . 2. . 66 ~WoopHULL. Teresa... ... so) 6 6DuRrIE. 


For Madame Feron’s benefit, on the 13th, “Henri Quatre ” 
was performed, with Wallack as Henri, Pearman as St. Leon, 
Madame Feron as Loutson. Also the third act of the Italian 
opera of “Otello,” with Pearman as Otello, and Madame Feron 
as Desdemona. 

Jan. 15th. A great cast of the “Merry Wives of Windsor” 
was presented for Pearman’s benefit—Wallack as Ford, Pear- 
man as Fenton, Hilson as Falstaff, Placide as Caius, Madame 
Feron as Mrs. Furd, Mrs. Hackett as Mrs. Page, and Mrs. 
Pearman as Anne Page, introducing a variety of music. 

Fanny Wright’s tragedy of “ Altorf” was revived on the 22d, 
but met with no success. Barry personated Altorf ; Hilson, 
Erlach ; Simpson, De Rheinthal; and Mrs. Hilson, Giovanna. 

Miss Rock commenced an engagement on the 26th as Rosa- 
lind and Miss Jenny Transit, but theatricals had become dull, 
and performances were soon suspended for the purpose of 
giving several grand masquerade balls, which, from their 
novelty, were found very attractive. 

Feb. 14th. A melo-drama, called the “ Bottle Imp,” was 


first played as follows: 

ae me - « « « Mr, Barry. , Waldeck . . . . Mr. Hoxton. 
; : ‘¢ WoopHULL. | Marcella. . . . Mrs. Suarps. 

Winkicd ae a on ae ‘¢ BaRNES. Lucretia . . . . ‘“* Hacxrre. 

Nicolo. . . «© « e« ‘¢ RICHINGS. | Philippa . -  Wattack. 


Also, the favorite farce of the “ Green-Eyed Monster,” thus 
cast : 


Baron Bpeyeahsusen - Mr. Barns. Baroness Mrs. SHARPR. 
Col. Arnsdorf.. . ‘© Barry. Amelia. .... ‘6 WaLLacs. 
Marcus .... =. ** Ricnincs. |. | Louise. .... ‘s ~6-HIL80Nn 
Krout. . ...- ‘¢ HILson. 


The beautiful petite drama, written by C. Shannon, and en- 
titled the “Youthful Queen,” was first played here on the 
19th, with the annexed cast: 


Count D'Oxenstern . . Mr. Hrison. Christine. . . . Mrs. Hrsows. 
Steinburg. . . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Emma... ... ‘«  Suarrs. 
Fred’k Bury. . . - “* Barry. 


Miles. Celeste and Constance were next engaged, and on the 
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28d, a drama called the “ Foulah Slave” was brought out, with 
the following cast: 


Cato ...... Mr. Barry. Emily ..... Mrs. SHarpsz. 
Old oe « « «+ “™ Horron. Orra .... . ‘¢ 6HIson. 
Capt. Worthy ‘6 Woopsault. 


On the Qd of March, Horn and Mrs. Austin commenced a 
new engagement in “ John of Paris.” 

Planche’s excellent drama called “King Charles XII.” was 
first played on the 9th, with a cast never since surpassed in 
merit, and was, of course, triumphantly successful : 


Charles .... =. Mr. PLaoipz. Adam Brock. . . Mr. Hruson. 
Maj. Vanber . . . * Barry. Muddlewerk . . . ‘“* BARNES. 
Col. Reischell . . . ‘* RicHrInes. Ulrica. . « es Mrs. SHARPE. 
Gustavus. ... . ‘© WoopasuLL. Eudiga .. . . ‘** HILSON. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hilson’s and Placide’s parts fitted them exactly, 
and their excellence drew enthusiastic applause. 

Celeste took one of her numerous farewell benefits on the 
13th, appearing as the Dumb Girl of Genoa. 

Madame Feron was again added to the opera troupe, and 
appeared on the 24th as Susanna ; and on the 25th the bloom- 
ing Miss George made her first appearance as Cherubino, and 
as Vincent, in “John of Paris.” 

The “Duenna” was performed on the 27th, with Horn as 
Ferdinand ; Miss George, Carlos ; Mrs. Austin, Louisa ; and 
Madame Feron, Clara. Mrs. Austin’s benefit, on the 30th, 
produced “Native Land,” and “Brother and Sister,” with 
Horn and Mrs. Austin as before, Madame Feron as Clymante, 
and Miss George, Isadora. Madame Feron again produced 
the “Merry Wives” on the 31st, assisted by Horn as Fenton, 
and Mrs. Austin as Mrs. Page. Madame Feron also gave a 
charming representation of Caroline, in the “ Prize.” 

April 2d. Miss George, for her benefit, gave the “ Marriage 
of Figaro,” and brought out the old romance of “ Blue Beard,” 
with Horn as Selim, Mrs. Austin as Fatima, and the fair bene- 
ficiary as Beda. These were glorious times for the lovers of 
old-fashioned melody. 

April 8d. Mr. Wallack commenced a new engagement, as 
Rienzi. 

Mr. John T. Norton, a very superior performer on the 
trumpet, had become a great favorite at this Theatre, and 
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took a benefit on the 4th, with the aid of all the prominent 
vocalists before mentioned. 

Mrs. Barnes re-appeared on the 8th, as Cora, in the “ Virgin 
of the Sun.” 

For Mrs. Henry Wallack’s benefit, on the 9th, her husband 
appeared as Kilmallock, in the “Mountaineers,” with James 
Wallack as Octavian. 

April 11th. A farce called the “ Sapeuece? » was thus 
produced : 


Cole ee . « . . Myr. Rroxrmes. Charles iodo Sie A Mrs. Hrison. 
Br. Ge ee SEE ay eG “Povey. Mrs. Aub ‘ . WaLLaox. 
Tucker . . . . “©” WHmart.er. 


April 18th. For Mr. Wallack’s benefit, “Julius Ceesar” 
was performed, with Mr. Hamblin as Antony, J. Wallack as 
Brutus, and his brother as Cassius. 

April 15th. A tragedy, called “Caswallon,” by Walker, 
acted at Drury Lane, in January, was first played : 

Mortimer. |) | Woopmou, | Eve) | |) Mme Banna.” 
Fits Edward. . . . ‘“* Simpson. 

Master Sam. Cowell, a son of the favorite comedian, first 
appeared in New York on the 21st, in his father’s great part 
of Crack. He afterward resided in Great Britain, and became 
a valuable comic actor, well known in London and Edin- 
burgh. After thirty years’ absence, he re-appeared in New 
York in the fall of 1859, in a series of comic drawing-room 
concerts, and after a prosperous American tour, returned to 
England, where he died March 11th, 1864, aged nearly 44 
having been born April 5th, 1820. 

Charles Robert Thorne, son of a respectable citizen of New 
» York, and since widely known as an actor and manager, made 
his stage debut on the 23d, as Octavian, being simply an- 
nounced as “a young gentleman.” On the 28th, he appeared 
as Pierre, and on the 30th, for his benefit, as Bertram, with 
’ the able support of Mrs. Barnes in the female characters, and 
to her kindness he was indebted for much of his transient 
success. With a’good face and person, and considerable 
previous drilling, he managed to secure the attention of 
the audience, and, soon after transferring himself to the 
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Chatham and Bowery Theatres, he acquired considerable 
favor among a lower class of playgoers in a lower range 
of parts. 

As manager, he has had, at various times, control of 
several minor theatres in the city, in some of which he 
catered most successfully for that kind of dramatic appetite 
which is best pleased with coarse, high-seasoned fare, aided 
materially by the great energy and industry of his wife, for- 
merly Mrs. French, and origindlly Miss Mestayer. whom he 
married in 1831. Their tours in California and Australia 
have been eminently prosperous. 

April 29th. Miss Kelly commenced a new engagement as 
Mrs. Oakley, and Marian Ramsay. 

Mrs. Barnes, for her benefit on the 4th of May, personated 
the character of Horatia, in the “Roman Father,” and, also, 
for the first time, Victoire, in the “ Invincibles.” 

Wallack was re-engaged, and opened on the 6th as Benedick, 
supported by Miss Kelly. 

Clara Fisher came back on the 18th, and appeared as Helen 
Worrett, and the Four Mowbrays. 

On the 22d, the musical comedy called “ Home, Sweet 
Home! or the Ranz de Vache,” was produced with great suc- 
cess, thus cast: 


Capt. Laroche . . . Mr. H1Lson. ' .Natzo. 2. 2.) Mr. BARNES. 
Col. Laroche. .. . ‘** Barry. | Bronze. .... ‘6 TT. PLAOGIDE. 
Edward ..... *¢ 6RICHINGS. Florine . . . . Mra. WaLLaok. 
Valcour ..... ‘6 SIMPSON. ' Lissette . . . . ‘* SHARPE. 
Maria Miss Clara FISHER 
Madame Germance} ° °* ° ° ° °* * * *'  ° : 


Miss Clara warbled the melodies in this pleasant little piece 
most charmingly, and the spirit and archness she threw in 
her respective characters placed them among her most fa-’ 
vorite and attractive personations. 

Mr. Wallack’s farewell benefit and last appearance, previous 
.to his return to Europe, occurred on the 29th, when he ap- 
peared, in the “Iron Chest,” as Sir Edward Mortimer, with 
Clara Fisher as Wilford, Miss Kelly as Blanche, and Mrs. 
Austin as Barbara. 

_ June Ist. For Miss Clara Fisher’s benefit, her sister, Mrs. 
Vernon, appeared for that night only, and for the first time on 
@ 
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the Park boards, as Rosantha, in “Brother and Sister,” and 
Rose, in “Is He Jealous ?” 
June 8d. Mr. Barnes produced a farce called “My Wife, 


what Wife ?” thus cast: 


Capt. Tempest . . . Mr. BARNzEs. Blunt. ... . Mr. Praocrps. 
Hector. . 2... . ‘6 Smmpson. oan A Longpurse . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Simon Pym . . . ‘* HILson. Louisa. . . |. ‘© WaALLAck. 


June 18th. Miss Cramer, late of the Bowery Theatre, had 
a benefit, when Mr. Plumer, whom she afterward married, 
made his first appearance in New York as the Seraskier. He 
was quite a favorite vocalist for several years, and finally 
became a prominent member of an Ethiopian minstrel com- 
pany. Miss Cramer, on this occasion, personated Lilla, and 
Paul, in “ Paul and Virginia.” The farce of “Gretna Green” 
was produced about this time, and created great amusement, 
with the following cast: 


Jenkins . . . . e Mr. PLaciIpeE. Reliee ea Sas? 32 Mr. RiIcHtnas. 
Lord Lovell . . . . ‘** T. PLaorpe. Emily ..... Mrs. Goprr. 
Tompkins . . . . ‘** Hopton. nares Finikin . . Miss C. Fisuzn. 


Mrs. Austin, Mr. and Mrs. Pearman and Mr. Comer, again 
went through a series of operatic performances. “ Peter 
Bell” was produced on the 4th of July, with Hilson as Peter, 
Barry as Feliz Durand, Richings as Arnold, Placide as Mar- 
tin, and Mrs. Hilson, Catharine. 

An Indian drama, called the “Manhattoes,” was also played 


the same night, thus: ’ 
Omala. .... . Mr. Barry. Eugene .~. . . Mr. RicHines. 
Ned Scupper. .. . ‘* HILson. Fanny... . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Tim Malaga . .. . ‘“* BARNES. Orilla . . 2... Mrs. HILSON. 


Mr. Hamblin now appeared several times, in conjunction 
with a troupe of French dancers. Jerrold’s melo-drama of 
“Ambrose Gwinett” was first played here on the 21st, with 
Barry as Ambrose, Hilson as Ned Grayling, (a most excellent 
performance) Barnes as Gilbert, Placide as Label, and Mrs. 
Hilson, Lucy Fairlove. . 

July 22d. The opera of “Tancredi” was revived, with 
Madame Brichta as Tancredi, Sig. Ferri as Argivio, Angrisani 
as Orbizzano, and Madame Feron as Amenaide. 

Mons. and Mme. Ronzi Vestris, Mons. and Mme. Achille, 
Miles. Heloise, Ravenot, &c., also appeared in a divertisement 
of dancing, and the entertainment was repeated several even- 
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ings. Madame Brichta possessed a fine contra-alto voice, and 
was an excellent musician. She had shortly before appeared 
at the Bowery, and continued a favorite vocalist for several 
years, especially in the concert-room. 

July 25th. The burletta of “Bombastes Furioso” was thus 


performed : 
Gen. Bombastes . . . . . . . e Mast. Mzzonx, aged 13. 
pve Avexominiee a Se “GE Oe. Sales - ese ‘¢ J. Mzzoze, Os 
FusbOG.. 6 <6. 4 See eae we Miss Janz Mercer, ‘“ 6. 
Distafina . . . . 1. 1. 1 ewe ‘© MM. Mgroze, ae | 


These children evinced considerable dramatic ability, and 
on the 5th of August took a benefit, when their father ap- 
peared as Tyke; and the “Review” was performed by the 
beneficiaries, the Misses Wheatley and the Misses Parker, all 
children. 

July 29th. A Mr. Willmarth made his début on the stage 
as Octavian. 

Mr. J. H. Clarke, who had long been an invalid unable to 
follow his profession, was sufficiently recovered to announce 
a benefit on the 30th, when he re-appeared as Lieut. Worth- 
ington, and Messrs. Roberts and Stanley volunteered their 
aid. His daughters, Fanny (since Mrs. W. Isherwood) and 
Constantia, (afterward the talented Olympic pet) made their 
infantile débuts on this occasion as Florio and Julio, in the 
“Hunter of the Alps.” They will hereafter be more particu- 
larly noticed. 

Aug. 4th. Mr. Pelby made his first appearance this season 
as Charles de Moor, and on the 6th, Mrs. Pelby appeared as 
Eugenia, in the “Foundling of the Forest.” 

Aug. 11th. A play called “ Almachilde, or the Lombards” 
was first produced, when Mr. Southwell, from the Bowery, ° 
appeared as Almachilde, Woodhull as Longinus, Richings as 
Albornus, Mrs. Hughes, from the Bowery, as Rosamunda, and 
Mrs. Sharpe, Theolinda. We do not remember that it was 
ever again heard of. 

The season terminated on the 17th with a benefit for the 
widowed Mrs. Gilfert. Miss Rock, Mme. Achille, Mlle. He- 
loise, Mlle. Rosalie, Mr. G. Barrett, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Holland, 
Mr. Cowell, Mons. Achille, Master Cowell, and the principal 
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members of the stockcompany, gave their gratuitous ser- 
vices, 

Immediately after, the house was occupied by a French 
company from New Orleans. 

THe nEw Bowery Tueatre was erected and ready for open- 
ing in less than ninety days from the destruction of the pre- 
vious edifice. Its front, covered with a white stucco, was of 
the Doric order, displaying a colonnade of six columns sup- 
porting an entablature and pediment, with a large portico, 
reached by a flight of seven marble steps. In its interior, 
as well as exterior, it greatly surpassed the former building 
in grandeur, elegance and taste. The ground of the boxes, 
was of a pale blue, bordered with white and embossed with 
golden ornaments, and the upholstery was of crimson damask. 
The drop-curtain was superseded by a superb damask drapery 
fringed with gold, which, dividing in the center, was drawn 
apart by silken cords, and gathered in graceful festoons to 
the arch of the proscenium. This curtain, the first of its kind 
used in America, was recommended by Mr. Serra, the archi- 
tect, and its introduction was greatly approved. 

The stage, eighty-four feet in depth, in point of convenient 
arrangement and general excellence of material and work, 
had no equal on this side of the Atlantic. The contractor 
and builder was Mr. Seth Geer, well known as a superior me- 
chanic. The management continued in the hands of Mr. 
Gilfert. A numerous audience assembled to greet the open- 
ing of this most sumptuous temple of the Muses on the even- 
ing of Wednesday, August 20th, 1828. 

On the rising of the curtain, Mr. Forrest delivered the fol- 
lowing address, written by William Leggett, who received a 
silver cup as the prize for the best poem appropriate to the 
occasion : 


‘Behold the scene where late with crackling rage, 
Wide sheets of fire enwrapt the burning stage ! 
Where cloud on cloud, revolving flames rose high, 
In flickering volumes through the glowing sky : 
And blazing fragments of the ruin driven, 

Like meteors flashed along the vault of heaven ! 
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While startled thousands, gathered by the light 
That mocked the day, and staid approaching night, 
Thronged round the epot, in pallid silence gazed 
On the proud dome where red destruction blazed ; 
Saw the bright havoc wide and wider swell, 

And sighed, as Shakspeare’s classic structure fell ! 


“It seems but yesterday the blackened wall 
And scathed column marked our temple's fall ; 
Lone relics left, in ruined beauty stood, 
While all around was waste and solitude ! 
Now—this fair shrine, more stately than the last, 
Reared from the smoldering ashes of the past, 
(Like Theseus’ son, who from his early tomb 
Sprung back to life in renovated bloom) 
In finished beauty meets th’ astonished gaze, 
And soars as proudly as in former days ; 
While fashion, taste, gay youth, and thoughtful age 
In smiling circles gather round the Stage! 


“ The Stage !—a mimic world by fancy drest 
In varied charms, that thrill the polished breast ; 
Where Painting, Poesy, and Music roll 
Their blended influence o’er the vanquished soul ; 
And bright-eyed Eloquence uplifts his voice 
To bid the guilty quake, the good rejoice! 
Here Genius reigns with necromantic power, 
And lends strange witchery to the evening hour ; 
He waves his wand—and glittering phantoms pass 
Like spectre kings in Banquo’s prescient glass ; 
Each, in its turn, impressing on the heart 
Some useful lesson, with persuasive art. 
Around his throne the thronging Muses stand, 
And light-winged Fiction soars at his command ; 
Grave History bends, with dust of ages spread, 
And reads the secrets of the moldering dead ; 
The dark-browed maid her gleaming dagger rears, 
Now fires the soul with rage—now melts to tears ; 
While gay Thalia tries her sportive wiles, 
Lulls Care to rest, and lights the cheek with smiles. 


“Since first in Athens dawned the Drama's day, 
All climes and ages have confessed its sway. 
There are who, shrouded in Cimmerian night, 


' 


604: RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


Deride its power and turn them from the light ; 
Whose bigot hearts, too cold to feel, refuse 

All moral beauty to the Tragic Muse ; 

And censure smiles that owe their dimpled birth 
To her bright sister’s feats of frolic mirth : 

But Wisdom’s sons revere the scenic page. 

And own its influence, pictured from the Stage ; 
Here learn to hate delusive Error’s face, 

And shun the windings of her devious race ; 
Feel, as they gaze, what suffering Virtue felt : 
Glow at her triumphs, at her sufferings melt ; 
*Till, warmed and chastened by the Drama’s fire, 
They nobly strive to be what they admire. 


“May this proud fane, by Art’s creative hand 
Reared from the dust, as by Enchantment’s wand, 
Still know the bounty that was wont to cheer 
The mimic hero in his efforts here ; 

May radiant Wit assert the cause of Truth, 

Teach vicious Age, and guide the steps of Youth ; 
While playful Satire hurls a harmless dart 

At Folly’s plumage—not at Merit’s heart. 

Thus shall the Drama please and mend the age, 
And Virtue’s voice applaud the moral Stage.” 


The comedy of the “Dramatist” followed, with George 
Barrett as Vapid, Kilner as Lord Scratch, Henry Wallack as 
Floriville, W. Chapman as Emnui, Mrs. Maywood as Lady 
Waitfort, and Mrs. G. Barrett as Marianne. Herr Cline next 
gave his graceful evolutions on the Elastic Corde. A second 
prize poem, written by Prosper M. Wetmore, was then recited 
by Miss Rock, and, like the former, was received with rap- 
turous applause : 


“ As pilgrim wanderers from a far-off shore 
Blissfully tread their native soil once more, 
And while they gaze with rapture-beaming eyes 
On each loved scene—the hills, the vales, the skies— 
Forget all perils of the way-worn past, 
In joy to meet long-cherished friends at last ; 
Thus, cheered by hope, the Drama's votaries come— 
Your smile the sun that lights them to their home. 
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“ Fond Memory, cease thy soul-subduing power, 
Nor e’er recall the horrors of that hour 
When the hot breath of the red whirlwind came, 
And Desolation fanned the crackling flame. 
Lo! where the appalling vision starts to view! 
Destruction glares through clouds of lurid hue— 
Fell Havoc hovers o’er the tottering walls— 
Hope shrieking flies—the mighty fabric falls! 
Where towered its pride a smoldering ruin lies— 
The enchanter epeaks !—behold, new splendors rise ! 
Perish, remembrance of that fearful night, 
Before this scene of loveliness and light. 


“Immortal Bard! whose life-reflecting page, 
Undimmed by time, descends from age to age, 
- To thee is dedicate the Drama’s shrine ; 
Taste rears its dome—the pedestal is thine. 
Within this temple, votive to thy fame, 
Genius shall kindle at thy muse’s flame ; 
And the warm incense of the heart shall rise 
To Nature’s minstrel, feeling’s sacrifice. 


‘“O’er the glad scene, when Genius sheds his light, 
A god-like radiance gilds the mental sight ; 
Imperial Mind high adoration pays, 
And lighte her fires at his meridian blaze. 
Within the Drama’s courts he scatters gems 
More rich than sparkle in earth’s diadems : 
Waked from her golden dreams in sun-lit bower, 
Where thoughts elysian wreathe the captive hour, 
On new-fledged pinions borne through realms of light, 
Imagination soars her eagle flight ; 
While Genius leads—earth, sea, and world-strewn sky 
Unveil their mysteries to the ardent eye, 
And Fancy’s bright creations start to life 
With all the attributes of nature rife. 


‘Let shadowy forms in fantasy be shown— 
Rapt Fancy build an empire of thine own! 
Where yonder gay and sylvan scene unfolds 
A fairy court its mimic revel holds ; 
Amid the mazes of the umbrageous grove, 
Joyous or sad, the air-wrought visions rove ; 
Throned in a bower of blushing roses twined, 
Whoee fragrant odors fill the summer wind, . 
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Queen of the mystic rites, fair Taste appears, 

Her flower-wreathed sceptre gemmed with dewy tears. 
What sounds melodious on the zephyr swell ? 

"Tis Music, breathing o'er her sweetest shell ! 
Apollo’s train flits through the viewless space, 

And Genius paints the eloquence of face : 

Child of Italia’s sunny skies, ’tis thine / 

To thrill the breast with harmony divine ; 

And see, where glides, to Music’s rapturous measure, 
The nymph of graceful step and soul of pleasure : 
Thalia’s glance its pensive lustre darts, 

With smiles to soothe, or tears to sadden hearts. 
Pale, wan and desolate, the Tragic Muse 

Stalks darkly by; her glistening eyes diffuse 

A melancholy sadness round,—’tis past— 

That piercing shriek! Despair hath sighed its last! 
The veil of Fancy drawn, her dreams depart— 

The spell is gone she flung around the heart : 
Reality appears !—in all the light 

Of truth, it bursts upon the gladdened sight. 


““ To shed sweet fragrance o'er life’s weary hours, 
The Drama comes to strew her choicest flowers ; 
She brings her treasures to your fostering care, 
Nor doubts the sunshine of your smiles to share ; 
Her cherished home in Feeling’s breast she rears, 
Basks in its smiles, and doats upon its tears : 
Truth’s laws shall rule the fictions of the Stage ; 
Her themes can ne’er offend a moral age : 

Life’s varied scenes this mirror shall reflect, 
When Taste prescribes the feast of intellect !” 


The farce of “Is it a Lie?” was then performed by George 
' Barrett, W. Chapman, Forbes, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon, and Miss 
Amelia Fisher; and a grand pas de trois, by Monsieur Bar- 
biere, Madame Labasse, and Mlle. Rosalie, terminated the 
evening’s entertainments. 

On the 22d, Mr. Forrest gave his initial performance in the 
character of Damon; and on the 23d, Mrs. Gilfert appeared in 
her elegant personation of Lady Teazle. 

On the 30th, Monsieur and Madame Charles Ronzi Vestris 
made their first appearance in America in a variety of dancing. 
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The European fame of these artists had preceded them, and 
their performances fully satisfied anticipation, and entirely 
eclipsed all contemporary competition. The gentleman has 
never since been excelled, while the lady has alone been 
equaled in general estimation by Mlle. Fanny Ellsler. 
Faultless in form, and nearly so in feature, her movements 
were compared to the swell and fall of the summer sea, the 
waving grace of the ripening meadow, the sweep of the wil- 
low’s branch, the skimming of a bird in air, or aught that 
could convey the most delicate and fanciful idea of the very 
“poetry of motion.” She had perfect confidence in her own 
powers, was bold, daring and successful, and possessed a 
fascinating charm of manner that almost redeemed the 
French school of dancing from the just imputation of 
gross immodesty. Madame Vestris, originally Caroline 
Marie Ronzi, was born at Rome, March Ist, 1802, and 
we have never heard of her death. 

Sept. lst. The farce of “Wool Gathering” was first 


played : 

Pickleton . ..-..- . Mr. VERNon. Mrs. Pickleton . . Mrs. Marwoop. 
ander .... - ‘* 6G, BARRETT. Harriet . . . . * GQ. Barngre. 
Hector Mango . . . ‘* W. Fornggsr. Clarissa . . . . ‘** Forpes. 


Sept. 15th. Mr. John Jones first appeared in New York as 
Prince Orlando, in the “Cabinet,” supported by Mrs. Knight 
(her first appearance) as Isadora. 

Mr. Jones was insignificant in person, and a most indifferent 
actor, but, as a vocalist, he finally worked his way to high 
popularity on the stage of the Park Theatre, where for 
several years he held the post of “first tenor,” to the 
entire satisfaction of the audience. He reached the meri- 
dian of his fame in his performance of the Prince, in 
“ Cinderella,” in the fall of 18381, being its original repre- 
sentative in America, He left the Park in 1835, and vis- 
ited Europe, but, on his return, was unable to regain his 
former standing with the public. Except as an occasional 
performer, he retired from the stage about 1844. Mr. Jones 
was born in London in 1796, and first appeared there in 1816. 
He died in New York, November 2d, 1861. 
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’ A Mrs. Barnes, of the Boston Theatre, long known there as 
an excellent actress of chambermatds and old women, first 
appeared in New York on the 16th, as Mrs. Hardcastle. 

Mr. Henry Hunt and Miss Sophia Phillips, two new vocal 
candidates for public favor, made their début on the 22d as 
Aurelio and Clymante, in “Native Land,” and were well re- 
ceived. Miss Phillips was, we believe, a Jewess; and her 
sparkling black eyes, as well as her melodious voice, aided 
her in securing @ triumphant success. In 1834, she made us 
a second visit, and sang at the Park Theatre, where she last 
appeared on the stage, as Susanna, June 29th, 1835. She 
married, on her retirement, a gentleman of the same name. 

Mr. Hunt possessed a noble person for the stage, and was 
extolled as being superior to all competitors, Mr. Horn alone 
excepted. He was fora while popular, but on returning to 
New York in 1842, after a protracted absence, had greatly 
fallen off in merit, and finally sunk to the grade of a mere 
supernumerary. He married Miss Louisa Lane, and died in 
New York, February 11th, 1854, aged 60. His début in Lon- 
don was made at Covent Garden, February 4th, 1819, as 
Macheath. 

The farce called “A Daughter to Marry” was brought out 
on the 23d, with George Barrett as Frank Vivid, Read as 
Dobbs, W. Chapman as Sam, Mrs. Maywood as Mrs. Dobbs, and 
Mrs. G. Barrett as Mary. 

Miss Cramer made her first appearance in America on the 
80th, as Giovanni in London, with tolerable success. She af- 
terward played Letitia Hardy, Harriet Arlington, Caroline, 
in the “Prize,” &c., and was a very creditable actress and 
singer. She became the wife of Mr. Plumer. 

Mr. William Chapman, senior, the father of Miss Caroline 
Chapman, and of William B., Samuel, and George Chapman, 
an actor favorably known at Covent Garden Theatre as early 
as 1804, and previously distinguished in the British provinces, 
made his American début on the 2d of October, as Jago. His 
forte was serious and sentimental old men, though he was 
capable of infusing life and spirit into those of a more hu- 
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morous cast, and for a season he performed such characters 
with success at the Park Theatre. He afterward went with 
his family to the West, where the first floating theatres on 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers were erected under his di- 
rection, and where for several years he pursued a successful 
course of aquatic management. He died at Cincinnati about 
the year 1840, at an advanced age. 

After a series of operatic performances, and the termination 
of Mr. Forrest’s engagement, Mr. Booth was added to the com- 
pany, and made his first appearance on the 1dth October, as 
Richard III. He played Jago to Forrest’s Othello, on the 16th, 
and took his benefit on the 17th as Othello, to Forrest's Jago, 
with the aid of Mrs. Drake as Emilia. 

A ballet, founded on the “Marriage of Figaro,” and en- 
titled “Le Page Inconstant,” was produced with success on 
the 23d, thus cast: 


Count. .... -» Mons. VEstrRIs. , Susanne .. . . Mme. Vusrazis. 
Figaro. . ... . ‘© ACHILLE. | Countess... . ‘+ LABABBE. 
Cherubin.... . Mme. AOSILLE. Fanchette. . . . Mile. Rosaur. 


It was frequently repeated. 

Mr. Booth renewed his engagement, and appeared as Sir 
Giles Overreach on the 3d of November, and the valuable aid of 
Mrs. Walstein was secured for the representation of old women. 

Mr. H. Wallack took his benefit on the 24th, when his bro- 
ther James first appeared on this stage as Rolla, and Dick 
Dashall. Mrs. H. Wallack also appeared as Cora. 

Miss Clara Fisher volunteered for her brother John’s benefit 
on the 27th, and appeared as Letitia Hardy, Louisa, in the 
“Dead Shot,” and Theodore, in the “Two Pages.” 

On the 28th, a drama by William Dunlap, the veteran 
American author, on the plan of “ Paris and London,” and 
written for the purpose of displaying a moving panorama of 
the Hudson River, was produced with great success, under the 
title of a “Trip to Niagara,” all engaged in the performance 
doing the best to insure its favorable reception. The fol- 
lowing were the characters: 


Dennis Doherty . . . Mr. H. WALLAOK. | JobJerryson. . . Mr. Reap. 
Wentworth . .. . ‘ J. FisHEr. Amelia . . . «© Mrs. Hugues. 

Bull ss Sa st eS ‘* W. B. CHAPMAN, Nancy. ... . Miss AMELIa FISHER. 
Leatherstocking. . . ‘* FORBES. 


7 
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The beautiful scenery of the Hudson, as exhibited by the 
skillful pencil of Mr. Jones, commanded universal admiration, 
and continued to be introduced long after the play iteelf 
ceased to attract. 

Mr. Sloman, with his budget of comic ditties, commenced 
an engagement on the 1st of December. 

Mr. W. B. Chapman took a benefit on the 8th, with the 
tragedy of the “ Apostate,” when Mr. 8. Chapman played Pes- 
cara; Mr. Greenwood, Hemeya; and Miss Sarah Chapman, 
Florinda ; their first appearance in New York. 

Samuel Chapman was born in London in 1799, and first 
appeared on the stage as a child, at CoventGarden. In 1827, 
he was brought out by Mr. Wemyss for the Chestnut Street 
Theatre, Philadelphia, where he made his début with success 
on the 21st October in that year, as Pierre, in “Venice Pre- 
served,” and where he continued, until his death, a favorite 
actor in leading parts, both of tragedy and comedy. He soon 
became manager of the Walnut Street Theatre, and in 1830, 
while engaged in the preparations for a new local piece, rode 
out in the adjacent country for the purpose of sketching the 
actual scene of the drama, and was, unfortunately, thrown 
from his horse, dying a week afterward from the effects of 
bruises thus received. He had married, less than a year pre- 
vious, Elizabeth, daughter of the comedian Jefferson, who 
afterward, as Mrs. S. Chapman and Mrs. Richardson, became 
a great favorite in New York. 

Mr. Greenwood was, we believe, one of the Chapman Bro- 
thers, who for a while assumed that name theatrically. 

Miss Sarah Chapman’s talents were not of the highest 
order, but as Mrs. Hamilton she is well known as a useful 
. actress, and was at intervals at Burton’s Theatre and Bar- 
num’s, as lately as 1852. 

Mr. Forrest took his farewell benefit for the season on the 
10th, appearing as Octavian and Carwin, Mrs. Hamblin com- 
mencing an engagement on the same night, as Floranthe and 
Therese. 

Mrs. Sloman appeared for her husband’s benefit on the 15th, 
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as Isabella ; and the beautiful drama called the “ Two Friends” 
was produced on the 16th, with the following cast: 


Herbert ..... Mr. H. Wa.bacx. Ellinor. .... Mrs. Hueusgs. 
Ambrose... .. * G, Barrert. | Rose ... - *S Vumnon. 
Valentine. .... ‘© Brap. 


as follows: 


Frederick . . . . Mr. H. WALLAoE. De Router. . . . Mr. READ. 

Adelbert . . .. . “ G. Baregrt. | Rosalie . . . Miss AmgLia Fisegs. 

Moscoco . ... . ‘¢ STEVENSON. Martha... . Mrs. WALsTEIN. 
The “Inch Cape Bell” followed on the 25th, thus cast : 

Trevanly. ... . Mr. W. Forgest. Amelia . . . . Mrs. Hueaes. 

Guy Ruthven... ‘* G. Barrett. Becky . ... . ‘¢  FoRrsBEs. 

Hans Hattuck . . . ‘** Forbss. Mrs. Tapps . . . ‘* W4ALSTRIN. 

Sampson Sawdust . . ‘© W.B.CHAPMAN. | 


Also, a farce called “ Brag’s a good Dog,” with G. Barrett as 
Brag, Forbes as Holdfast, John Fisher as Thomas, and Amelia 
Fisher as Fanny. 

Mrs. Hamblin took her benefit on the 26th, when she 
rattled through the part of Young Rapid, and recited “ Belles, 
have at Ye All!” 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit took place on the 14th of January, 
‘after which the establishment remained closed until the 21st 
of February, when it re-opened with the “Dramatist,” the 
“ King and Deserter,” and the Diorama of the Hudson, from 
the “Trip to Niagara.” Mr. Scott was added to the company, 
and Mr. Forrest opened on the 25th as Damon. 

A new drama, called “Roebuck, or Guilty or not Guilty,” 
was produced in March, with Barrett as Lord Melford, W. 
Forrest as Sir W. Welling, W. B. Chapman as Giles Grizzile, 
Mrs. G. Barrett as Lady Luton, and Mrs. Hughes as Lady Mel- 
ford. ) 

On the 17th of March, Mr. Foot, formerly of the Park, made 
his first appearance here as Sir Anthony Absolute. 

In April, Monsieur and Madame Vestris were on the boards, 
and on the 7th of the month a new piece, called the “ False 
Accuser,” was produced as follows: 


Lambert .... . Mr. Socort. Bernard - » « » Mr. Forages. 
Charles .... =. ‘“ G. BARRETT. Lissette. . ... Miss Amutia Fisaze. 
Edward .... . ‘“*  W. Forrest. Martoyne .. . . Mrs. Warsrtain. 


On the 20th, a fine Italian musical entertainment was 
given, entitled “I] Trionfo de la Musica,” (from “Tl Fanatico 
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per la Musica”) with Mr. Horn as Count Carolina, Signor 
Rosich as Don Febeo, Angrisani as Biseroma, the brilliant 
Madame Feron as Aristea, and Madame Brichta (her first ap- 
pearance on the New York Stage) as Celestina. It was re- 
peated five or six times with great applause. 

Mr. Horn’s little opera, entitled the “ Quartette,” was brought 
out on Madame Feron’s benefit night, the lady personating 
Madame de Luceval, and the author, Ernest. 

About the 1st of May, the entertainments were again sus- 
pended, and were not resumed until the 4th of June, when 
the Theatre re-opened at reduced rates of admission, and with 
some changes in the company. 

The opening entertainments were “ Sweethearts and 
Wives,” an Italian duet by Madame Feron and Signor 
Rosich, and the petit comedy of the “Citizen,” with Miss 
Rock as Maria. 

June Sth. Mr. Henry Southwell, from Philadelphia, made 
his New York début as Romeo, a dashing and spirited actor, 
well calculated to make a favorable impression in juvenile 
tragedy and melo-drama, although he never became identified 
with the New York Stage. He came from London in 1827, 
and died at Antigua in 1841. 

June 8th. Hamblin commenced an engagement as Vir- 
ginius. 

June 10th. Mr. George Andrews first appeared on this 
stage as Luke the Laborer, in which character he was ad- 
mirable. 

June 16th. The “ Bear Hunters” was first played: 


Estevan ..... Mr. Scorr. Muskito . . . . Mr. Roserrs. 
Caribert . - « « ‘© G@, Barrett, Aline . .... Mrs. G. Barrgtt. 
Claude ..... ‘6 STEVENSON. 


“Waverly” was also brought out about this time, with 
Scott as Evan Dhu, Southwell as Fergus McIvor, Roberts 38 
Balmawhoppie, and Mrs. G. Barrett as Flora Mclvor. 

Mr. John Jay Adams commenced an engagement with Wil- 
liam Tell, on the 6th July, and! took his benefit as Rolla, on 
the 15th. | | 

For Mr. George Andrews’ benefit, “ Ambrose Gwinett” was 
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first played on this stage, with Southwell as Ambrose, An- 
drews as Ned Grayling (a very powerful and effective per- 
formance), Roberts as Gilbert, Bernard as Label, and Mrs. 
G. Barrett, Lucy. 

Master 8. Cowell commenced an engagement on the 8th, as 
Crack and Dromio, with the aid of his father, “Old Joe,” as 
the duplicate Dromio. 

Mr. D. V. Bell, dramatizer of the “Fair Maid of Perth,” took a 
benefit on the 17th, when that drama was performed, with 
Southwell as Sir John Ramorny, Bernard as Rothsay, Scott as 
Harry Smith, Roberts as Oliver Proudfute, Mrs. G. Barrett as 
Catharine, and Amelia Fisher as Louise. It had previously 
been played with success at the Lafayette Theatre. 

Young Cowell’s benefit occurred on the 20th, when he gave 
very excellent representations of Matty Marvellous, Chip, and 
Billy Black, and his mother, a very pleasing and lady-like 
actress, appeared here for the first time as Phebe, and Har- 
riet Arlington. 

Mr. and Mrs, Barnes appeared as Sir Peter and Lady Teazle, 
for Mrs. Walstein’s benefit, on the 24th. 

The Theatre soon after closed, and disappointed and cha- 
grined at his want of success throughout the season, which, 
notwithstanding its powerful attractions, had overwhelmed 
him with losses, and harassed by the claims of pressing cred- 
itors, Mr. Gilfert, the manager, sunk under his misfortunes, 
and was overtaken with a sudden death on the 30th of July, 
at the age ot 42 years. 

A.grand entertainment was got up for the benefit of his 
widow, for which purpose the Theatre was opened on the 5th 
of August. Hamblin, Miss Rock, Mrs. Hughes, and Amelia 
Fisher appeared in “Is He Jealous?” Several overtures and 
other pieces composed by Gilfert were performed by the or- 
chestra, with the aid of the Musical Fund Society. A grand 
vocal concert followed, with Madame Feron, Mrs. Austin, Mrs. 
Knight, Signor Rosich, Mr. Milon, Mr. Walton, Mr. Holland, 
and Mr. Roberts. Messieurs and Mesdames Vestris and 
Achille executed various dances. Mr. Barrett played 
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Sponge, in a “Race for a Dinner,” and Mr. Finn, Trance, 
in “Is It a Lie?” and the whole concluded with Herr Cline’s 
exercises on the elastic cord. 

Mr. Cooper, whose attraction had now greatly declined, 

finding it difficult, among the multitude of new and glit- 
- tering stars, to procure a profitable engagement at the Park, 
once more assumed the reins of management, and courageously 
opened the Cuaruam GarpeN Tueatre on the 15th of Sep- 
tember, 1828, with the comedy of the “Honeymoon,” and 
the farce of the “Poor Soldier.” In the first piece, he ap- 
peared as the Duke Aranza, Mr. Ludlow (his stage-manager) 
as Rolando, J. Mills Brown as Jacques, John Sefton as Lam- 
pedo, Mrs. Blake as Juliana, and the beautiful Mrs. Flynn, 
Volante. In the afterpiece, Mr. Still, a pleasing ballad-singer, 
was the Patrick. Mr. Ludlow, in the Southern and Western 
theatres, had been for ten or twelve years a very favorite light 
comedian, and was, unquestionably, a general actor of con- 
siderable merit. 

The balance of the company consisted of Mrs. Hartwig 
(formerly Mrs. Tatnall), Mrs. Edstrom, Mrs. Ludlow, Mrs. 
Dunham, Mrs. Honey, Miss Eberle, and Messrs. Scott, Blake, 
Durang, Grey, Drake, Somerville, Quin, John Woodhull, 
Eberle, and others. 

Mr. Cooper played several of his most favorite parts, and 
took his benefit on the 25th, when he made his last appear- 
ance as Penruddock and Petruchio. 

On the 26th, Mr. C. B. Parsons, afterward distinguished as 
a tragedian in the West, and whose sudden leap from the 
stage to the Methodist pulpit created great excitement, made 
his first appearance in New York as Paz! Jones, in the well- 
known drama of the “Pilot.” From the Dramatic Mirror, 
published in 1842, it appears that Mr. Parsons was born of 
respectable parents in Enfield, Conn. July 23d, 1805. His 
father intended him for the ministry, but dying ere our hero 
attained the age of 15, the design was frustrated, and the lad 
came to New York, where he imbibed a passion for the Stage, 
and took part in many amateur performances. He was after- 
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ward engaged for the Charleston Theatre, where he made his 
regular début as Mortimer, in “Laugh when You Can,” De- 
cember 19th, 1827. After acting at Albany and at the Chat- 
ham Theatre, he returned to Charleston, and took the situa- 
tion of stage-manager. In July, 1830, he made a hit at Cin- 
cinnati, as Sir Edward Mortimer, and was thereafter recog- 
nized as one of the brightest luminaries in the Western ho- 
rizon. In January, 1834, he played a star engagement at the 
Park Theatre, followed by a series of performances at the 
Bowery, where he produced Jonas B. Phillips’s Indian drama 
of “Oranaska.” In 1839, while engaged as stage-manager for 
Mr. Wemyss, at Baltimore, he became interested in the study 
of theology, and at once abandoning his profession, attracted 
crowded and admiring audiences by the force and eloquence 
of his clerical discourses. After running a career of great 
popularity for a while, he resumed his old calling, to be again _ 
repudiated for the holier one of the ministry, to which we are 
unable to say how long he remained a faithful adherent. 

On the same evening (Sept. 26th), in the drama of “ Valen- 
tine and Orson,” we first notice, as the representative of the 
latter character, the name of William F. Gates. He after- 
ward rose to a position of unbounded favor, on the east side 
of the town, as a low comedian, his popularity for more than 
ten years on the boards of the Bowery Theatre being entirely 
unrivaled. Hecould not justly be ranked with Hilson, Barnes, 
Burton, or Placide, but the audiences to which he generally 
played would have been unwilling to acknowledge his infe- 
riority. Mr. Gates was an American by birth, and died in 
New York of a lingering disease, in the prime of life, and 
deeply regretted, September 17th, 1843. 

For Mr. and Mrs. Blake’s benefit, on the 27th September, 
the “Child of Nature” was performed, in which Miss Ann 
Duff Waring, a young lady scarcely in her teens—the daughter 
of Mrs. Blake by her first husband—made her first appear- 
ance on the stage as Amanthis. Her fine natural talents, 
great versatility, unflagging spirit, and unconquerable good- 
nature, soon caused her to be recognized as one of the most 
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valuable performers of the day. With a little more grace and 
refinement, she would have left nothing to desire in high 
comedy ; witha little less energy and fire, and a freedom from 
a certain “Bowery” mannerism, her heavy tragedy would 
have borne favorable comparison with the very best acting in 
that line. With more strength of voice, her skill in music 
would have raised her to the grade of a prima-donna, and 
with a style slightly subdued and chastened, her rustics and 
chambermaids would have been perfect. In melo-drama, 
hypercriticism alone would find afault. Anunlucky engage- 
ment in early life (leading the female department at the 
Bowery Theatre before she was eighteen) confirmed her in a 
style of acting that she has never since entirely shaken off, 
and that, notwithstanding her transcendent ability, has marred 
some of her most admirable performances. In person she 1s 
tall and commanding, but her countenance is not remarkable 
for beauty or variableness of expression. She married Mr. 
William Sefton, March 19th, 1837, who soon after left her 
a widow. When Mr. Wallack managed the Old National 
Theatre, Mrs. Sefton divided the first line of characters with 
Emma Wheatley. She afterward entered the matrimonial 
state with James Wallack, junior, by whose name she first 
appeared in New York, in April, 1845. Mrs. Wallack is well 
known throughout the entire Union, and has also visited 
Great Britain with her husband, and in the provincial theatres 
there played many highly successful engagements, She re- 
turned to America in 1856, and has re-appeared on several oc- 
casions—the last during the run of Edwin Booth’s Hamlet at 
Winter Garden, 1864-5, when she played the Queen with 
marked excellence. 

Sept. 30th. Mr. Raymond, a Western tragedian, appeared as 
Pescara. In 1832 he played at the Bowery Theatre, and some 
time after was found drowned, a supposed suicide. 

Mr. Charles F. McClure’s name now appeared in the bills 
as an actor of old men, and his young, beautiful, and more 
talented wife came out on the 8th of October as Lady Ama- 
ranth, Mrs. McClure, formerly Miss Meek, was from the Mo- 
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bile Theatre, but a native. of New York; she was an ex- 
ceedingly pleasing actress, and soon after became a great 
favorite at Philadelphia. She appeared at the Park, March 
5th, 1838, and afterward obtained an engagement at the 
Bowery, where she met with great approbation. She last ap- 
peared as a star at the National in 1844, but has since been 
known in the Western Theatres as Mrs. Noah. 

_ About the 1st of November, Mr. Cooper’s season came to 

an end. 

For several months, darkness and desolation reigned within 
the walls of the deserted Chatham, but finally Mr. Hackett 
daringly undertook to raise its fallen fortunes, by having its 
interior entirely renovated, and under the high-sounding, but 
far-fetched title of the American Opera Houssg, with a superior 
corps of performers, and under the efficient stage management 
of Henry Wallack, boldly opened the establishment on the 
20th of May, 1829. 

His stock list included Mr. and Mrs. Cowell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Blake, Mrs. Hackett, Mrs. Stickney, Miss Amelia Fisher, Miss 
Waring, Mrs. Blakely; Messrs. Archer, Chapman, senior, W. 
B. Chapman, Alexander Simpson, Jones, (the vocalist) 
Comer, John Woodhull, Greenwood, Tuthill, John Sefton, 
Gates, Blakely, Wray, &c., besides himself and his stage- 
manager. 

His opening pieces were the “ Rivals,” and the “ Agreeable 
Surprise.” 

A succession of sterling comedies and musical afterpieces 
followed. Mr. Hackett made his first appearance on this 
Stage on the 26th, as Solomon Swop, and on the 27th James 
Wallack also first appeared here for the benefit of his brother, 
as Rolla and Dick Dashall. Henry Hunt and Sophia Phillips 
commenced a star engagement in the “ Devil’s Bridge,” June 
Ist, and the charming Clara Fisher appeared on the 2d in 
three characters, for the benefit of her sister Amelia. Booth, 
on the 16th, played Richard III. for Mrs. Cowell’s benefit ; 
Tuthill made something of a hit on the 17th, as Terry 
O'Rourke, and on the latter evening, the pleasing drama 

78 
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called the “May Queen” was first played, with the fol- 


lowing cast: 

Sergt.Sampeon. . . Mr. ARonzr. i Tommy Fly .. . Mr. J. Srrron. 
Hugh Bowyer .. . ‘“* CHapman, Sr. . Mary Bowyer . . Mrs. Cows... 
Caleb Pipkin. . . . ‘* CowrLt | Patience Pipkin. . ‘* STIOKKXEY. 


Young Cowell appeared for his father’s benefit as Dromio 
and Billy Black, and Madame Feron sang in the “ Cabinet,” 
for Mrs. Hackett. 

The Fourth of July terminated the season. 

Not discouraged by the result of his experiment, Mr. 
Hackett again opened his doors on the 15th inst, with 
Archer for his general manager, and some few changes in 
his company, in which now were found the names of Foot, 
Roberts, Scott, Walton, and others. 

George W. Dixon made considerable noise with his negro 
song, the “ Coal-Black Rose,” which attained great popularity. 
He also played Splash, in the “Young Widow,” with Miss 
Fairfield (since Mrs. McLean) as Aurelia, and Miss South- 
well (afterward Mrs. Golden) as Lucy. 

Aug. 29th. A benefit was arranged for the widow of Mr. 
Pritchard, (formerly of the Park) in which a Mr. Rice played 
Macbeth, Charles Thorne, Othello, and a Mr. Addams (we be- 
lieve atterward the well-known Augustus Addams) Macduff 
and Cassio. This season ended September Ist, and Mr. 
Hackett found more profitable employment for his talents 
in other spheres. 

Tue Laravetre THeaTreE re-opened under the stage manage- 
ment of James M. Scott, December 24th, 1828, with Miss 
Emery a8 the principal attraction, in Isabella. Mrs. More- 
land also appeared in the ballet of the “ Village Nuptials.” 
The company included Clarke (late of the Park), Duffy, Rob- 
ertson, Page, John Greene, Laidley, Schinotti, Mrs. Greene, 
Mrs. Talbot, Mrs. Mitchell, Miss Kent, and others. 

On the 31st, Mrs, Preston made her first appearance on the 
stage as Young Norval. Mrs. Preston was exceedingly pretty 
and personally interesting, and if she never became able to 
claim the highest honors of a first-class actress, fortunately 
kept free from glaring and offensive faults, and in the sphere 
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wherein she moved enjoyed long-continued and more than 
ordinary favor. This lady was well known on the boards of 
the National Theatre, Chatham Street, as Mrs. Horace F. 
Nicholls, and is now playing in Brooklyn (1866). 

Jones, the singer, made his first appearance here on the 
15th of January, as Francis, in “Rob Roy.” 

The season terminated about the middle of March, and re- 
commenced on the 6th of April, with poor prospects of suc- 
cess. Ruin ensued, however, sooner than was anticipated. 

On the morning of the 11th, before daybreak, a fire, origin- 
ating in a neighboring building, communicated to the Theatre, 
and in a short time caused its total destruction. It was never 
rebuilt. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


Park Theatre, 1829-80—Bowery Theatre—Chatham Theatre, or American Opera 
House—Blanchard’s Amphitheatre. 


H E commencement of the Theatrical Season, in 

the fall of 1829, found the managers of the Park 

sole masters of the field. Their great rival, Gilfert, 
of the Bowery, was dead, and his theatre, by lease, had fallen 
into their hands. The Lafayette was in ashes, and the classes 
that gathered at the Chatham were few in number, and such — 
as were gladly spared froma more refined audience. Not that 
their victory had been an easy one, or obtained at little cost. 
The contest had been severe, and at one time doubt had hung 
over the result. Fortune, however, favored the old house, and 
the public found its management at this period in full vigor, 
and its affairs prosecuted with energy, spirit, and success. 
Under the direction of Messrs. Price and Simpson, with Mr. 
Barry as stage-manager, its doors were once more opened on 
the 2d of September, 1829, when Mrs. Inchbald’s comedy of 
“ Every One has His Fault” was performed by the following 


array of talent: 

Harmony (his first night) Mr. CHAPMAN, Sr. Edward . . . . Miss Parker. 
Lord Norland. . WoopgeuLt. Lady Elinor . . . Mra. SHamrr. 
Sir R. Ramble . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Mrs. Placid . . . “ Hacergre. 
Capt.Irwin . . . . ‘“* Barry. Miss Woodburn . . ‘* HILsox. 
Solus . .. 2. 2» « ‘© BaRnNes. Mies Spinster . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Placid. . . . «= . “* PLAOIDE. | 


The petite Misses Parker danced a pas de deuz, and a new 
Irish romance, called “Thierna na oge,” was given, as follows: 


Lord Glencar . . . Mr. Woopgu.u. Martin. . .. . Mr. T. PLacip&. 
O’Donaghue . . . . ‘* RICHINGS. Usaga . . . “ Povey. 
Sampeon Sinister . . ‘* PLAacIpE. Kate Kearney . . Mrs. Hrvson. 


Dan O'Reilly. . . . ‘“* Muroxg. . Dame Kearney . . ‘“ WEaTLsY. 
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Mr. Chapman and Mr. Mercer were both valuable additions 
to the company, the former for old men, and the latter for 
Inshmen and musical characters. 

Mrs. Sloman commenced an engagement as Belvidera on the 
4th, when Mr. Judah appeared, for that night only, as Pierre. 

Caldwell and Miss Kelly opened on the 10th, as Benedick 
and Beatrice. 

Mrs. Sloman took her benefit on the 17th, when she ap- 
peared as Lady Restless, in “ All in the Wrong.” Mr. Sloman 
also gave his comic songs, and Herr Cline danced on the 
elastic corde. 

The nautical drama called “Black-eyed Susan” was first 
played on the 18th, with Mercer as William, Barry as the Ad- 
miral, Simpson as Capt. Crosstree, Placide as Gnatbrain, Mrs. 
Hackett as Dolly, and the blue-eyed Mrs. Hilson as the interest- 
ing Susan. 

Mr. Caldwell’s benefit occurred on the 21st, when he played 
Belcour, in the “ West Indian,” with Mercer as Major O'Fila- 
herty, and Miss Kelly as Charlotte Ruspori. Mrs. Sloman-also 
appeared as Catharine, to his Petruchio. 

Miss Kelly’s turn came on the 23d, when she personated 
Charlotte, in the “Hypocrite,” and Florio, in the “Forest of 
Bondy,” to Caldwell’s Doctor Cantwell and Capt. Aubri. A 
Miss Peters also ascended from stage to gallery on the tight- 
wire. 

The veteran Cooper was once more welcomed to his proper 
sphere, on the 24th, in the character of Virginius, and Mrs. 
Austin made her first appearance this season, on the 25th, for 
Mr. Sloman’s benefit, as Diana Vernon, in “Rob Roy,” with 
Sloman’s Baillie, and Mrs. Sloman’s Helen. 

Miss Clara Fisher’s first appearance this season occurred on 
the 28th, in a new piece, called the “Nymph of the Grotto,” 
in the character of Amadys, supported by Barnes as the Baron, 
Richings as Hypolito, Mrs. Wallack as Marguerite, and Mrs. 
Hilson, Egilantine. 

On the 3d of October, Monsieur and Madame Ronzi Vestris 
arranged to take a farewell benefit previous to their return to 
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Europe, when they were assisted by Monsieur and Madame 
Achille. Cooper also appeared for them as Alexander the 
Great. 

An indifferent farce, called “My Old Woman,” was per- 
formed on the 5th, with Barry as Col. Girouette, Barnes as 
Michael Witsgoff, Miss Clara Fisher as Countess Xenia, Mrs. 
Sharpe as Caroline, and Mrs. Wallack as Victorine. 

Mr. Cooper took his benefit on the 8th, when he personated 
Beverly and Young Wilding, and Mrs. Barnes made her first 
- appearance this season as Mrs. Beverly. 

The amusing petit comedy of the “ Lancers,” by John How- 
ard Payne, was now first played, with Chapman as Admtral 
Etiquette, Simpson as Frank Lenox, Barry as Charles Belton, 
and Mrs. Wallack, Louisa. 

Miss Clara Fisher took her benefit on the 12th, reviving the 
comedy of “To Marry, or Not to Marry,” wherein she played 
. Hester. She also appeared as Betty Finikin, and brought out 
a new petit comedy, called “Manceuvring,” in which Wood- 
hull personated the Count de Villa Major ; Richings, Frederick 
de Cernay; Placide, Finesse ; Mrs. Wallack, Constanza ; and 
Miss Clara Fisher, Zanetta. 

On the 14th, the opera called the “ Caliph of Bagdad,” the 
music by Boildieu, and the words from Dibdin’s “Il Bondo- 
cani,” was produced with great applause, and had a most suc- 
cessful run. It was thus cast: 


Caliph. . . . = « Mr. MERCER. Selim . ... . Mr. WOoDsULL. 
Mesrour ..... ‘© CHAPMAN ’ Abdallah . . . . “ Ricureas. 
Mahoud .... . ‘¢ ~PLACIDE. Kesia . . .. Mrs. SHARPE 
Cadi. 6. & So ks ‘6 BARNES. Selima. ... . ‘ Hacxrgtr 
Chebib. . ... . ss HILson. Darina. .... sé AUSTIN 


Mr. Forrest’s first engagement in the Park Theatre con- 
menced on the 17th, when he opened as Damon, and succes- 
sively appeared as Hamlet, Lear, Iago, (to Cooper's Othello) 
Macbeth, Brutus, and Carwin. 

On the 29th, Peake’s farce of “My Master’s Rival” was 
produced with great applause, Barnes and Placide making it 


long a favorite. It was cast as follows: 


Aldg ne en ee a Mr. BLAaKE&LY. Paul Shack . . . Mr. Barwzs. 
Sir Col ley: ee. ‘© CHAPMAN, Mrs. ue agate . « . Mrs. WeEarisy. 
Capt. Middleton. . . ‘* RrcHINGs, Amelia ‘6 WALLAOK. 
Peter Shack . . . . ‘* PLAOIDE. Tibby Postlethwaite | ‘6 6~Haoxsre. 
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An engagement was now effected with George Barrett, who 
appeared as Gloldjinch, on the 31st, his name giving great ad- 
ditional strength to the higher department of comedy. 

Nov. Ist. Mrs. Austin, for her benefit, produced a new 
opera, called “Carron Side,” thus represented: 


Col. Campbell . . . Mr. CHAPMAN. Grace... . .- Mrs. AUSTIN. 
Allen Lindsay . . . ‘ Ruioginas. Janet... .- ; ‘6 WaLLlaoxk 
Donald Mackay . . . ‘* MEROEE. Blanche .. . . ‘* SHARPE. 
Sanderson .. . . ‘* PLAOIDE. 


She also appeared as Apollo, in “Midas.” 

Nov. 7th. The melo-drama of “Masaniello, or the Dumb 
Girl of Genoa,” was first played in New York, with the fol- 
lowing cast: 


Masaniello . . . . Mr. Barry. Giuseppe . . . - Mr. Barngs. 
Alphonso. . .. - ‘ RICHINGS. Borello . . . . ‘“S NEXS8EN. 
onzalo . . « « « “© Povey. Elvira. . . . -» Mrs, SHARPE. 
Sergt. Huberto “ WoopaULL, Fenella . . . - ‘“* Bagngs. 
Pietro. . - - «+ - ‘6 CHAPMAN. Briella. . .. . ‘¢ WHEATLEY. 


Mr. Hackett’s first appearance this season occurred on the 
10th, for the benefit of his wife, in the character of Solomon 
Swop. 

Mrs. Barnes took her benefit on the 13th, when she pro- 
duced a new play, called the “Sister of Charity,” wherein she 
personated St. Ursula, assisted by Chapman, as Col. Saze, 
Barry as Capt. Weimar, Richings as Joseph, and her husband 
as Paulo. She also repeated Fenella. 

On the 16th, Clara Fisher commenced a new engagement 
as Hester and Victoire, and Mlle. Celeste made her first ap- 
pearance on the 17th, in the character of Fenella, which she 
portrayed with great power and effect, though not so as to et- 
face the recollection of Mrs. Barnes’ great merit. 

The next evening Mile. Constance appeared. 

Mr. Forrest began a new engagement on the 24th, as Wil- 
liam Tell. 

Miss C. Fisher’s benefit took place on the 30th, when Far- 
quhar’s “Inconstant” was revived, with Barnes and Barrett 
as Old and Young Mirabel, Hilson as Duretete, and Mrs, Hil- 
son as Oriana. The bewitching beneficiary appeared as 
Bisarre, Victoire, and Belty Fintkin. 

Miss Kelly commenced again on the 3d of December, as 
Beatrice to Barrett's Benedick. 


624 RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 


On the 8th, Mr. Hilson for his benefit produced, for the first 
time in America, Vanbrugh’s celebrated and once favorite 
comedy of the “Confederacy,” thus finely cast : 


Moneytrap .. . . Mr. Barnes, Corinna .. . . Mrs. Hruson. 
Gripe... ... ‘6 PLAGIDE. | Clarissa . . . . ‘** SaRpr. 
Dick Amlet . . . . ‘°* BaBrertt. Araminta. .. . ‘“ Wanbsaox. 
Brass ..... . ‘¢ HILson. | Mrs. Amlet ‘6 6"WHearLer. 
Fiippanta . *¢  Hacxrte 


We do not recall any subsequent revival. 

Mr. Hackett took his benefit on the 10th, when he produced 
a new local comedy, called the “Times, or Life in New York,” 
in which he played a Yankee part with great humor and ef- 
fect. The piece was well performed throughout, and run 
several nights. It was thus cast: 
Industrious Doolittle . Mr. Haoxert, Mons. Ragout . . Mr. Pracipz. 


Sir Cresus Mushroom . «’’ SIMPSON. Pompey .... ‘ T. PLacrpzg. 
Traffic. . . . . ** CHAPMAN, Mrs. Traffic . . . Mrs. WHparT ey. 
Dashwood .. . . ‘ RIcHINGS. Amelia... . ‘* Swarr. 
Percival . .... s¢ BARRY. Caroline . . . . ‘* Haoxert. 
Charles Barton. . . ‘ WoopHuULL | Mra. Jenkins. . . “ Durr. 


Miss Kelly played Romeo for her benefit on the 11th, and 
Mlle. Celeste, on her night, the 14th, appeared as Julietta, 
Florio, and Fenella, and in a variety of dancing, assisted by 
Constance, Heloise, and Messrs. Barbiere and Martinez. 

Mr. Forrest took his benefit on the 15th, when, for the first 
time on any stage, was represented John A. Stone’s tragedy 
of “Metamora, or the Last of the Wampanoags.” It was in- 
troduced by a neatly written prologue, the production of 
Prosper M. Wetmore, spoken by Mr. Barrett, and at its closea 
sprightly epilogue, written by James Lawson, was delivered by 
Mrs. Hilson with peculiar grace and archness, calling forth the 
unanimous verdict of unqualified success. The following was 
the original cast of “Metamora,” and in it Mr. Langton made 
his first appearance in New York : 


Metamora. - « Mr, Forrest. 1 Wolfe. ... . Mr. N&xsen. 
Lord Fitzarnold . . . ** RIGHINGS. Tramp... . . *¢ 6Povsr. 

Sir Arthur Vaughn . ‘“* CHAPMAN. , Holyoke . . . . ‘“* WHrar.ey. 
Guy ofGodalmin . . ‘* WoopHULL. Kaushine. ... * LAKBLY. 
Horatio . ... . ‘© Barry. Child . .... Miss 8. Parxsr. 
Errington . . . . ‘“* Lan@ron. Oceana .. . . Mra. Huson. 
Church ..... “6 T. PLAOCIDE. Nahmeokee .. . ‘* Swarpg. 


Whatever faults this tragedy may possess as a literary or 
dramatic composition, its real merits keep it living on the 
Stage, and, in the character of its hero, no dissenting voice 
has qualified Mr. Forrest’s claim to the highest excellence. 
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It was created for, and entirely fitted all his peculiarities. 
Its author’s benefit took place on the 24th. 

On the 21st, Mrs. Hilson’s benefit night, the pleasing farce, . 
called the “Happiest Day of my Life,” was first played, as 
follows : 


Gilman .° .. . Mr. Hison. Mrs. Dudley . . . Mrs. Waxuat.ey. 
Dudley ..... ‘© CHAPMAN. Sophia. . .. . ‘«  HILson. 
Frederick. . . . . ‘““ WoopHutt. j§.{ Mary ..... ‘*  Wataox. 
Charles ..... ‘* 6 T. PLaorpr. Mrsa.Grinsly . . . ‘“ Duniz. 


On Christmas night, occurred the first performance of a 
drama called “ Leonidas the Spartan,” thus cast: 


Leonidas . ... . Mr. Barry. Xerxes . . . . Mr. T. Praorpz. 
Demarcitus .. . . ‘* SImpson. Lynicles . . . . Mrs. WaLLAOK. 
Hydarnes. . - .  * Rroginas. Chariclea. . . . ‘* S#Harpz. 
Pytho..... . ‘¢ WoopHULL. Chrysippe .. . ‘“ Hr1som. 
Also, a new melo-drama, called “ Antoine the Savage :” 
Antoine . . . . . Mr. Bary. | Violette . . .'. Mrs, Hinson. 
St. Angeville. . . . ‘* CHAPMAN. . AMY sw 6 wees ‘“* SHARPE. 
Rosenford. . ... ‘© RICHINGS. | Mme. St. Angeville. ‘‘ Waxiaox. 
chael . ... . ‘* T. PLaomps. 


Mrs. Sloman was again engaged, and appeared on the 26th 
as Mrs. Oakley ; her husband’s comicalities followed, and Mrs. 
Wallack, in the absence of Celeste and Mrs. Barnes, made a 
most successful delineation of Fenella, in “ Masaniello.” 

Mr. Roberts (late of the Bowery and Chatham) appeared on 
the 5th of January, 1830, as April, in “Secrets Worth Know- 
ing,” and on the 8th the domestic melo-drama, called the 
“Robber’s Wife,” was first played, as follows: 


Mark Redland .. . Mr. Bagry. Larry O’Gig . . . Mr. Rroninas. 
Briarly .... . ** WooDacvLL. Sawney McFile . . ‘* Barnegs. 
Penfuddle .. . . ‘* PLaorpE. ose Redland. Mrs. SuHarpz. 


Mrs. Sloman produced for her benefit, on the 11th, a new 
Grecian tragedy, called “Epicharis,”’ by Mr. Lister, in which | 
she personated the heroine, with the aid of Simpson as Nero, 
Woodhull as Caius Piso, Barry as Flavius, Chapman as Fenius 
Rufus, and Richings as Volusius. 

A drama, called “Narramattah,” from Cooper’s “ Wept of 
Wish-ton-Wish,” was first played on the 15th, with Simpson as 
Conanchet, Barry as Metacom, Chapman as Heathcot, Placide as 
Doctor Ergot, Mrs. Hackett as Mrs. Heathcot, Mrs. Wheatley as 
Faith, and Mrs. Sharpe, Narramatiah. 

Mr. Sloman’s benefit took place on the 17th, when he sung 
ten comic songs, played John Moody, and Lafleur, in “ Animal 
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Magnetism,” and his accomplished wife appeared as Lady 

Townly. | 

. he amusing farce, called “Thirty-three John Street,” was 
brought out on the 21st, with Simpson as Sir Charles Crazy, 

Placide as Mr. Thomas Tompkins, Mrs. Sharpe as Lady Crazy, 

and Mrs. Godey as Eliza Smith. 

The “First of May,” an English historical drama, was 
brought out on the 23d, with Simpson as Edward IV., Barry 
as Harry Woodville, Barnes as Jonas Chick, Mrs. Hilson as 
Lady Elizabeth Grey, and Mrs. Sharpe as Catharine. 

Mrs. Austin appeared on the 25th as Darina, Mr. Richings at- 
tempting, for the first time, the part of the Caliph of Bagdad. 

A petit opera, called “Music and Prejudice,” was first sung 
on the 27th, with Mrs. Austin as Alfred, Placide as Count 
Cremona, Hilson as Dense, Mrs. Sharpe as Adelle, and Mrs. 
Wheatley, Eliza. 

A tedious affair, called “Dead Men’s Shoes,” was produced 
on the 4th of February, and Celeste and Constance again ap- 
peared for several evenings. The former took a “farewell” 
benefit on the 9th, when Mr. Booth appeared as King John. 

The house was then closed for several nights, but re-opened 
for Mrs. Austin’s benefit on the 22d, when she appeared as 
Ariel, Ophelia, and Tancredi. 

Mr. Wright made his début on the 25th, as Octavian. 

Buckstone’s comedy, called “ Snakes in the Grass,” was pro- 
duced on the 26th with great applause, and had a most suc- 
cessful run, but we believe was never played after this season. 
Its cast stood thus: | 


Janus... .... Mr. Hrisox. | Dick . ... -« Mr. T. PLacrps. 
Skinner ..... “© Povey. Mrs.Janus .. . Mre. WHEATLEY. 
Walton ..... “6 BLAKELY. Mre.Skinner. . . ‘© Watvacx. 
Capt. Agitate . . . ‘* Simpson. | Mrs. Walton. . . ‘“* Haccert. 
Frank Skinner . . . ‘* Ricningos. Widow Bloomly . . ‘* MHrveon. 
John Thomas. . . . ‘* NEXSEN. Cecelia . .. . ‘“ Gopry. 
Fact 6 «we x ‘6 PLACIDE. Twill . . ... Miss JEssopP. 


Another well-played and successful drama, called “Shak- 
speare’s Early Days,” was thus produced on the 3d of March: 


William Shakspeare . Mr. Barry. Sir Thomas Lucy . Mr. Practpz. 


John Shakspeare . . BLAKELY. Burbage . . - ‘ WoopuoLn 
Gilbert Shakspeare. . ‘* BARNES. Drawl . . . . “ WaHeartrer. 
Southampton . . . ‘* RICHINGS. Slyboots . . . . ‘“* Harpers. 
Tarlton .... .- ‘¢ SIMPSON, Queen Elizabeth . Mrs. HILsow. 


Doct. Orthodox . . . ‘* HILSON. Mary Shakspeare . ‘‘ WHEATLES. 
Leicester. . 2... ‘© N&EXSEN. Hostess . . . . ‘“* Wattack. 
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A still more popular drama, called the “ Brigand,” afterward 
rendered famous by Wallack’s superb acting in the part of the 
hero, was thus first given to the public: 


Massaroni . - « « Mr. Simpson, Nicolo. ... .- Mr. BLAkBLY. 
Prince Bianchi . . . ‘* HI&son. Spoletti . . . . ‘“* Harypen. 
Albert. . . 2... ‘6 Baegry. Carlottih . . . . ‘* Povry. 
Theodore. ... . ‘6 WoopdaULL. Maria Grazie. . . Mrs. SHARPER. 
Rubaldo .... . ‘“* RICHINGS. Ottavia ... . ‘** WaALLAoK. 


“ William Thompson, or Which is He ?” a farce by Caroline 
Boaden, was also played on the 11th, as follows: 


W. Thompson Ist . . Mr. Barnes. Julia . 2. 6 » + Mrs. WALLAOK. 
W. Thompson2d . . “ Simpson. | Miss Dormer. . . ‘* Gopey. 
Dr. Soothem . . . . ‘* BLaxg_y. Mary .... . ‘““  Dupgig. 


A troupe of French dancers, composed of Madame Clara, 
Mile. Heloise, M. Barbiere, and M. Duruissell, terminated 
their engagement of several nights — a benefit on 
the 12th. 

Mrs. Sloman’s farewell angacuuian commenced on the 
25th, when she appeared as Lady Restless, and on the 
same evening the farce of the “Bold Dragoons” was pro- 
duced, as follows: 


Berguin . . .. « Mr. BLAKELY. Hanibal Fusee . . Mr. PLacrps. 
Gavard ..... ‘¢ CHAPMAN. Coro Cocklet. . . ‘“* T. PLaomps. 
Victor Gavard . . . ‘* WoopHuL.L Rosine. . .. . Mrs. HILson. 
Leon Sabertash . . . ‘* Barry. Ninette . . . . ‘* SHARPER. 


A new local farce, by Charles P. Clinch, called the “First 
of May in New York, or Double or Quit,” was produced for 
Mr. Placide’s benefit on the 25th. In it the beneficiary 
played Charles Waverly, assuming several other characters; 
Mr. Blakely, Old Barton ; and Mrs. Wallack, Julia. 

March 31st. A young and pretty Italian girl, Giulia Da- 
ponte, the niece of Signor Dapente, a well-known resident 
professor of languages, (who fondly hoped that she would fill 
the throne of Italian vocalism, vacant by the departure of 
Garcia) was introduced to the public of New York in a grand 
_ concert, in which she was supported by Messrs. Angrisani, 
Rosich, and Metz. Signorina Daponte, though cultivated in 
the best schools, was not equal to the requirements of the 
position, and, after a few appearances, withdrew from the 
Stage, and gracefully retired into the more anton shades 
of private life. 

Miss Kelly commenced an engagement as Rosalind, April 
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4th. Mr. and Mrs. Sloman took their farewell of America on 
the 6th, in the “Jealous Wife,” &c.; and Hackett opened a 
hew engagement as Solomon Swop, on the 8th. 

A local sketch, called “Down East, or the Militia Train- 
ing,” was first played on the 17th, with Hackett as Major 
Joe Bunker, Richings as Melville, Nexsen as Hateful W. 
Parkins, Mrs. Wallack as Eliza, and Mrs. Hackett, Sally. 
Major Bunker was one of Hackett’s most amusing Yankee 
assumptions, and continued long to enjoy great popularity. 

Mrs. Cowley’s celebrated comedy, called “Which is the 
Man?” was played, for the first time in twenty years, for 
Miss Kelly’s benefit, on the 19th, with Richings as Lord 
Sparkle, Mr. and Mrs. Hilson as Bobby and Sophy Pendragon, 
and Miss Kelly as Lady Bell Bloomer. 

On the same occasion, the drama of the “ Bohemian 
Mother” was first played, with the following cast: 


Ccunt Manheim . . . Mr, Barry. _  Klencop . . . . Mr. T. Puaorps. 
Friberg . ... . ‘6 RICHINGS. Mathilde . . . . Mrs. SHarpe. 
Dessing .... . ‘« CHAPMAN. Lissette . . . . ‘* WaLnaox. 


An Italian operetta, called “lApe Musical,” was sung on 
the 20th, with Rosich as Don Nibbio, Metz as Don Canario, 
Angrisani as Narctsso, Ferri as Mongibelli, and Signorina Da- 
ponte as Lucinda. 

Mr. Forrest commenced an engagement on the 21st, as 
Damon. 

A dramatic version of Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle” 
first played on the 22d, as follows: 


Bins (4 4 & @ ~S> = Mr. Hacxert. Herm ; . Mr. Rriogixes. 


Pp 

Knickerbocker . . . ‘“* PLACIDE. Dame Van Winkle - Mrs. WHEatLer. 
Nicholas Vedder. . . ‘* CHAPMAN. Alice . .... ‘ss 6 Hacgerr. 
Von Slous ... . ‘* Braxgiy. Lowenna ... . ‘* WaLback. 


Hackett’s Rip was a fine piece of acting, true to nature 
throughout, and touchingly pathetic in the serious parts. 
The drama was afterward reconstructed, and much im- 
proved. 

The still favorite farce of “Popping the Question” was 
produced on the 26th, with Placide as Primrose, T. Placide 
as Thornton; Mrs. Hackett, Miss Biffin; Mrs. Wheatley, Miss 
Winterblossom ; Mrs. Wallack, Ellen ; and Mrs. Hilson, Bobhia. 
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Miss Daponte’s benefit took place on the 29th, when she 
appeared in a concert, simply. 

“Nods and Winks,” a new farce, was brought out May Ist, 
as follows: 


Nankin ..... Mr. CHAPMAN. Mrs. Nankin . . . Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
ee Jep ea-e -YEr ‘6 PLACID Laura... . . @* S#Harpg 
Chatter ..... ‘6 RIGHINGS Kate ..... OK 


“Metamora” was played for Forrest’s benefit on the 5th, 
and the “Caliph of Bagdad” again brought out, with Mrs, 
Austin as Darina, on the 7th. 

Mr. John Jones made his first appearance here on the 10th, 
in a concert, and soon gained the good opinion of the audience. 

The opera of “Rokeby,” (from Walter Scott) its music se- 
lected from several eminent composers, was first put upon the 
Stage, May 17th, cast as follows: 


rtram .... . Mr. Bagry. ~ Philip: soe a “se Mr. BLAKELY. 
Oswald ..... * WoopauLL. | Denzil. . ... ‘¢ RicHINGS. 
Redmond. ... . 6 JONES Harpool ... . ‘** NBXSEN, 
Mortham..... ‘6 REED. Wilfrid . . . . Mrs. WaLiaox. 
Baron. ....-. ‘6 NEXS3EN Edmond ... . ‘** Haoxers, 
Walter. ..... ‘6 Hiison. Marian ~ 6 « « * AUSTIN, 
Jasper. . . .. . ‘* PLAOIDS. 1 Matilda - » ‘“ SHARPE. 


It was moderately successful, and was given for the fourth 
time, for its author’s benefit, on the 25th. 

Mrs. Barnes re-appeared on the 20th, as the Grecian Daugh- 
ter; and Fenella, and on the 24th played Queen Elizabeth, to 
the Richard of Mr. Booth, his first night of engagement. 
Booth afterward played Pierre, (to Forrest’s Jafier) Sir Giles 
Overreach, and for his benefit'on the 31st, Iago, to Cooper’s 
Othello. 

The success of “Metamora” induced the composition of 
other dramas illustrating the aboriginal character, and Mr. 
Hackett, for his benefit, June 4th, produced one of that class, 
called the “Indian Wife,” in which Mrs. Sharpe played the 
heroine. The principal comic part, that of a Yankee, was of 
course written for and played by Mr. Hackett. The entire 
cast stood thus: | 


Chev. Lavalie . . . Mr. BARRY. Sergt. Peabody . . Mr. Haoxzrt. 
L’Arraignee. . . . ‘* ReEgp. Pierre. . .. . ‘© Povsy. 

Sir Guy Carlton. . . ‘* BLAKBLY. Pascal. . .. . 66 T. PLaoctIpg. 
Corporal O’Brien . . ‘* RICHINGS. Nina « «© « « « Mrs. HACKETS. 
Bobby Bowbell . . . ‘* HIson. Altamah ‘6 =BHARPE. 


Hilson revived the “Winter's Tale” ‘for his benefit, with 
Barry as Leontes, Simpson as Florizel, himself as Autolycus, 
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Barnes as the Clown, Mrs. Hilson, Hermione, and Mrs. 
Austin, Perdita. 

June 7th. The “House of Aspen” was first played for the 
benefit of Mrs. Barnes, with much applause, and by the fol- 
lowing cast: , 


Duke . ..... Mr. Simpson. Roderick . . . . Mr. WoopsHuLL 
Rudiger . . .. . ‘¢ REED. Bertrand . . . . ‘* RicHINGs. 
GeorgeofAspen. . . ‘ Barry. Isabella . . . . Mrs. Barras. 
Henry. .... . sé JONES. Gertrude... . ‘* SHARPE. 


Also, on the same evening, John Kemble’s alteration of 
Bickerstaff’s piece, “the Pannel,” called, “’Tis well tis no 
Worse,” with Mr. and Mrs. Barnes as Muskato and Beatrice. 

Mr. Cooper took his benefit on the 8th, in Brutus, and the — 
pretty little Parkers announced their farewell of the Stage on 
the 12th, when they played, for the first time, in the “Two 
Pages of Frederick the Great.” They also brought out the 
melo-drama called “Robert the Devil :” 


Robert. . . .. -~ Mr. Srwpson. Countess .. . . Mrs. Hacxertt. 
Lindor. . .... ‘¢ 6 RICHINGS. Blanche ... . ‘“ SHarpr. 
Picolo. . .... ‘6 BaBNES. Matilda . . . . ‘* =Hursom. 

Lodine. .... ‘© ~6WWaLLack. 


True to their resolution, these young ladies never re-ap- 
peared after this season, but in private life one has proved 
a most devoted daughter, and the other an estimable wife and 
mother. 

Mr. Simpson took his benefit, June 14th, presenting the © 
opera of “Fontainbleau,” with Jones as Lord Winlove, and 
Mrs. Austin, Miss George, and Miss Clara Fisher in the piece. 
Miss Kelly also appeared in “Simpson and Co.” 

For Mrs. Wheatley’s benefit on the 17th, her daughters 
executed a Shawl-dance, for the first time, and part of “ Paul 
Pry” was presented, with Barnes as Mrs. Subtle! Hilson as 
Phebe! ! and Mrs. Wheatley as Paul! !! 

The once admired and eminent actress, Mrs. Johnson, died 
on the 18th inst. and the overwhelming grief caused by the 
sad event to her daughter, Mrs. Hilson, partially deprived 
her of reason, and forced her retirement from the Stage for 
many months. , 

Mr. Jones took his benefit on the 19th, introducing Miss 
Fairfield as Colin, in “ Nature and Philosophy,” and presenting 
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a new opera, called the “Conjuror,” in which his wife made 
her first appearance on this Stage: 


Lenoir. .... . Mr. Jonss. Mme. Bellfieur . . Mrs. WALLAOKX. 
Bastion . ... . ‘© PLAOCIDE. Laurette . . . . ‘* SHARPE. 
Blaize. .... - ** BLAKELY. Nanette ... . “ Jonrs. 


Mr. Kilner re-appeared, after a long absence from these 
boards, in the character of Capt. Copp, for Mr. Woodhull’s 
benefit on the 23d. 

Mr. Joseph M. Field made his début in New York as Pierre, 
announced as his first appearance on any stage, July Ist, al- 
though he had played at Boston as early as 1827. 

Mr. Field was afterward well known throughout the Union 
- as actor, author, editor, and manager. He was generally sup- 
posed to be a native American, but was born at Stockton, 
England, in 1810. 

He was at one time assistant-editor of the New York Even- 
ing Post; afterward wrote for the New Orleans Picayune, 
and still later edited. the St. Louis Reveiliz. He built and 
managed the Varieties Theatre, St. Louis, and was manager 
of the Mobile Theatre at the time of his death. He was the 
author of a great number of humorous sketches and essays, 
signed “Straws,” very popular in the South and West, and 
also wrote the tragedy of “Grizelda” for Mrs. Farren; the 
comedy of “Family Ties” for Mr. Marble; a comedy called 
“Such as It is,” played at the Park-in 1842; a comedy called 
“Married an Actress,” played at Burton’s in 1850, and several 
light occasional pieces. He was aman of undoubted abilities, | 
and had he devoted his undivided attention either to litera- 
ture or the stage, would have probably attained high distinc- 
tion. He married Miss Eliza Riddle, (sister of Mrs. W. H. 
Smith) a great favorite in the South and West. His death 
occurred at Mobile, after a lingering illness, January 28th, 
1856. 

July 3d, was produced the “ Wigwam, or Templeton Manor,” 
founded on Cooper’s “ Pioneers,” and on Monday, the 5th, the 
regular season terminated with Mr. Forrest’s representation 
of Metamora. No recess followed, however, for on the 6th a 
new season begun. The “ Apostate” was played on the 8th, 
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when Mr. D’Angelis made his first appearance as Pescara, and 
Mr. Field played Hemeya. 

Mrs. Blake was engaged as a substitute for Mrs. Sharpe, 
(who left the theatre) and made her first appearance here 
since early childhood, on the 12th, as Nell, in the “Devil to 
Pay ;” and the once favorite Mrs. 8. Wheatley, on the 13th, 
made her first appearance in ten years as the Jealous Wife, 
and Caroline, in the “ Prize.” Time had imparted a matronly 
appearance to this lady, but had not diminished her spright- 
liness and gayety. She went through a line of hight comedy 
characters, and took her benefit on the 26th, as Prisctlla Tom- 
boy, and Kathleen, in the “Poor Soldier,’ being her last ap- 
pearance on the Park Stage. 

Mr. Field played Romeo on his benefit night, July 16th, and 
also a character called Romeo Moonshine, in an original sketch, 
entitled “Coming Out.” 

Mr. Charles Thorne was engaged, and made his first appear- 
ance this season on the 20th, as Luke, in “ Riches.” 

A benefit was given on the 23d to Madame Hutin Labasse, 
(late of the Bowery) whose husband had lately died after a 
long illness, when George W. Dixon made his first appearance 
on the Park Stage. 

For Mrs. Blake’s benefit on the 29th, Miss Waring made her 
first appearance in this Theatre as Cicely Homespun, and the 
“ Hundred-Pound Note” was performed, with Mrs. Blake as 
Harriet Arlington, Blake as Montmorency, Cowell as Billy 
Black, and John Greene as O’Shaugnessy. 

The season terminated on the 8d of August, when Mr. Simp- 
son took his benefit, appearing as the Brigand, and Jones and 
Mrs. Austin sung in the “ Beggars’ Opera.” 

On the 16th of August the French opera company took pos- 
session of the establishment, and for a fortnight presented a 
series of performances in a very satisfactory style. 

The regular season at the Park Theatre, as just detailed, 
was one of the most successful on record, and deservedly so. 
Notwithstanding the absence of opposition, the management 
displayed great industry, taste, and liberality. The pieces 
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performed were varied, and generally excellent in their char- 
acter, and the performers unusually numerous and skillful, 
both in the stock and star list. | ) 

Forty-three new pieces were produced, including four tra- 
pgedies, four comedies, and six operas, besides the revival of 
several plays not performed within the memory of that gen- 
eration of play-goers. | 

After the death of Mr. Gilfert, the Bowery Tueatre passed 
under the control of the Park management, and was occasion- 
ally opened for the benefit of some performer who would 
make an arrangement for the purpose, and in this manner Mr. 
George Barrett, Mr. Southwell, Mr. Holland, Mr. Roberts, and 
Mrs. Gilfert, presented their claims to the public, and, with 
the aid of the Park company, and other auxiliary assistance, 
offered attractive bills of entertainment. It was also opened 
to perform the opera of “Tancredi,” with Mesdames Feron 
and Brichta, and on such holidays as the Anniversary of the 
City’s Evacuation, Christmas, New Year, Eighth of January, 
&c. This continued until the summer of 1830, when it went 
into the hands of new lessees, whose management will be the 
subject of a future chapter. 

Tue CuatTHaM Tueatre, or American Opera Hovse, during 
the fall of 1829, was occupied principally with the produc- 
tion of G. W. Dixon’s negro burlettas of “Love in a Cloud,” 
“ Coal-black Rose,” &c., and with an occasionally fine perform- 
ance by Miss Emery, supported by an indifferent company. 

Afterward, Mr. G. Barrett and Mr. C. Young engaged the 
establishment, which they opened December 24th, with a 
company composed of themselves, Clarke, Mercer, Gates, 
Phillips, Stone, Doyne, and Mesdames Young, Durang, Mercer, 
Slater, Nelson, &c. Their experiment terminated unsuccess- 
fully in about a fortnight. 

It was next revived, under the name of BiaNcuarn’s Am- 
PHITHEATRE, On the 18th of January, 1830, and for many 
months received a large share of public patronage. Blanch- 
ard, the lessee, was a very capable equestrian director, and 
Roberts, the comedian, who took charge of the dramatic 
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entertainments, was an experienced and judicious stage- 
manager. 

Blanchard’s own family formed a principal attraction of 
the place; his wife will be remembered as Mlle. Adolphe, 
famous as a rope-dancer, and his children, including Mr. 
George Blanchard, Master William Blanchard, and two 
daughters, were all fine equestrians. Miss Elizabeth 
Blanchard had some talent as an actress, and Miss Ce- 
celia, besides her skill in horsemanship, performed on 
musical glasses, and executed feats of jugglery with balls, 
knives, &c. 

Mr. Rockwell was also a graceful and elegant rider, and 
Myers, the clown, with Stickney, Callaghan, Downie, and 
others, formed part of the troupe. 

Among the corps dramatique who appeared during the 
season, were Scott, Kelsey, Stevenson, Laidley, Roberts, 
Horton, Irish Anderson, Eberle, Grierson, McGuire, Mrs. 
Hughes, Mrs. Stickney, Mrs. Stevenson, Mrs. Golden, Mrs. 
French, and her sister and brother, Master Charles Mes- 
tayer, Mrs. Frederick Brown, Mrs. Roberts, and many others. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


Park Theatre—Season 1880-81. 


HE Park Theatre was re-opened September Ist, 

1880. Owing to the retirement of Mrs, Hilson, 

and the secession of Mrs. Sharpe, Mrs. Blake be- 
came the leading lady of the company. Mr. Foot was en- 
gaged to succeed Mr. Chapman in the line of old men, the 
Misses Wheatley took the place of the little Parkers as 
dancers, and Mr. Field was added to the stock list for 
general utility. Mr. Charles Kean and the still-admired 
Mrs. Barnes were the first stars, appearing, on the opening 
night, in the tragedy of “Richard IIL,” thus cast: 


Richard .... . Mr. C. Kean. Lord Stanley. . . Mr. BLaxgry. 
“ 7 ‘© 6 “Wags 


Henry VI. ... . oor. Lord OP a >a TLEY. 
Richmond ... . ‘* SIMPSON. Prince of Wales . . Miss WHBATLBY. 
Buckingham. . . . ‘* WoopsauL. Duke of York . . ‘“ E. WHrarey. 
Norfolk ..... < NEXSEN. Queen Elizabeth. . Mrs. Baawes. 
Catesby .... . “ T. Piracrps. Lady Anne ... ‘“ Brags. 
Treseell . . 1... ‘6 RICHINGS. Duchessof York. . ‘* WHATLEY. 


Mr. Kean was received with acclamations, and in the course 
of his engagement appeared as Sir Giles Overreach, Othello, 
Sir Edward Mortimer, Shylock, Romeo, Hamlet, and Feliz, in 
the “Hunter of the Alps.” 

Charles John Kean, the second and only surviving son of 
the celebrated Edmund Kean, was born at Waterford, Ireland, 
January 18th, 1811. Although cradled in poverty, the up- 
ward turn in the fortunes of his father gave the youth every 
opportunity of education that the best preparatory schools and 
Kton could bestow. When nearly seventeen, he was offered a 
cadetship in the East India Company’s service, a situation 
which his father, whose prosperity was already on the back- 
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ward track, urged him to accept, but which he declined, ra- 
ther than grieve his mother, who, neglected and finally de- 
serted by her husband, could not bear the thought of a separa- 
tion from her only child. Looking then, naturally, to the 
Stage for the support of his mother and himself, young Kean 
eagerly availed himself of the opportunity offered by Mr. 
Price, then manager of Drury Lane, to make his appearance 
on that stage, at a salary of ten pounds per week, and his 
début as Young Norval was announced on the 1st of October, 
1827. His second character was Achmet, in ‘“ Barbarossa ;” 
his third, Frederick, in “Lovers’ Vows,” in which piece, in the 
character of Amelia Wildenheim, he first met Miss Ellen Tree, 
his future wife. His success was not such as he had antici- 
pated ; the newspaper criticisms were discouraging, and he felt 
that he had not created a favorable impression with the public. 

He afterward played at Glasgow, where, in October, 1828, 
his father, who had become reconciled to his determination, 
played for his benefit the character of Lucius Brutus, the son 
appearing as Titus. In January, 1829, he appeared again at 
Drury Lane as Romeo, and after the close of the season acted 
in the provinces, and at the Haymarket, London, where he 
made his first decided success as Sir Edward Mortimer. After 
practising industriously in Great Britain and on the Continent, 
he determined on visiting America, where his first season’s 
success was of the most gratifying kind. He returned to Eng- 
land in 1833, but was again disappointed in his reception, so 
different from the enthusiasm he had awakened in the United 
States. He, however, continued struggling to attain the emi- 
nence he aimed at, and at length, on commencing a new en- 
gagement at Drury Lane, on the 8th of January, 1838, his ex- 
cellence in Hamlet was so marked, that the pit rose in his 
honor, and greeted him with the loudest acclamations, and he 
shortly after had the honor of receiving a public dinner, ten- 
dered by the most distinguished men of London, at which 8 
silver vase, valued at $1,000, was presented to him. From 
that period, he has stood unwavering in the highest regard 
of the British public. 


a 
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In 1839, Mr. Charles Kean made a second visit hither, being 
engaged by Mr. Wallack for the National Theatre, which was 
unluckily burned down in the midst of his first series of per- 
formances. He afterward played at Niblo’s Garden and at the 
Park, but his efforts were marred by an attack of bronchitis, 
which nearly deprived him of his voice, and from which he 
never fully recovered. He returned to England, and re-ap- 
peared at the Haymarket, in June, 1840. On the 29th of 
January, 1842, he was married at Dublin to Miss Ellen Tree, 
and in 1845 again visited .us, and, with his accomplished wife, 
made a triumphal progress throughout the Union, returning 
to Europe in the spring of 1847. It is, perhaps, due to the 
lady to say, that the great success of the latter visit was prin- 
cipally attributable to her. Since that period, Mr. Kean has 
played at the Haymarket, and, in conjunction with Mr. Keeley, 
managed the Princess’s Theatre, London, and has also been 
selected by the Queen to direct the theatrical entertainments 
given at Windsor Castle. 

Mr. Kean’s last visit to New York commenced in April, 1865, 
when, with his wife, he gave a series of performances at the 
Broadway (formerly Wallack’s old) Theatre, which were re- 
newed during the following September. His impersonations 
during these periods placed him higher than ever in the 
esteem of the public, and one which he presented for the 
first time in America, viz., Louis XI, in a new play of that 
name, was pronounced faultless. A severe critic remarked 
that the character fitted him so exactly and so admirably, 
that those peculiarities in his elocution, which would other- 
wise be blemishes, therein became positive merits, 

A subsequent criticism on his performance of Lear, placed 
it even in advance of Louis XL, and characterized it as a per- 
fect effort in dramatic art, adding that the present generation 
had not seen, and probably would not see, a greater actor than 
Charles Kean. 

Mr. Kean made his farewell appearance in New York on 
the 16th of April, 1866, in the characters of Louis XI and Mr. 

Oakley. 
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Though giving ample evidence of thorough scholarship, 
acute power of critical analysis, and the most refined and 
fastidious taste, Mr. Kean has had several physical disqualifi- 
cations to contend with, which, in the opinion of many, debar 
him from claiming the highest rank as an artist. To have 
arrived at his present distinction, in spite of an inelegant 
person, and a carriage frequently ungraceful, with features 
which, if often expressive, are certainly far from handsome, 
and with a voice harsh, unpleasant, and occasionally unman- 
ageable, argues the possession of a skill and power which 
native intellect and assiduous cultivation could alone impart. 

As a man, his private character is unblemished, and his 
whole life, especially his devotion to his worse than widowed 
mother, (a devotion that never faltered till her death) has 
been such as to reflect the highest credit on his name, and to 
be justly the pride and boast of the Stage. Having but one 
child of his own, he some time since adopted the family of a 
widowed sister of Mrs. Kean, (eleven in number) whom he is 
supporting and educating in a most liberal manner. 

To return to the Park. On the 2d of September, Mr. Cald- 
well commenced an engagement as Belcour, in the “ West 
Indian,” with Mrs. Barnes as Charlotte Rusport. 

Mr. Cowell appeared on the 8d, as Crack, for that night 
only. 

Miss Clara Fisher made her courtesy on the 6th as Beatrice, 
for the first time in New York, to Caldwell’s Benedick. 

A patriotic drama, founded on the recent French revolution, 
and entitled “France and Liberty,” was produced on the 7th, 
with Mr. Foot as Gen. Lafayette, and Mr. Woodhull as Prince 
Polignac. 

On the 8th, Thomas Haynes Bayley’s beautiful little comedy 
of “ Perfection” was first represented in New York, by Placide 
as Sir Lawrence Paragon, Simpson as Charles, T. Placide as 
Sam, Mrs. Blake as Susan, and Miss Clara Fisher as Kate 
O’Brien, in which she was “ perfection” itself. The piece has 
ever retained the highest popularity. 

Miss Fisher took her benefit on the 20th, when she appeared 
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as Juliet, aided by young Kean as Romeo, and Caldwell as 
Mercutio. Gossips immediately hinted at a matrimonial en- 
gagement existing between Miss Fisher and Mr. Kean. 

Mr. Forrest opened his engagement, on the 22d, as Macbeth. 

Mr. Caldwell’s benefit came off on the 23d, when he ap- 
peared as Charles Surface, and,in the “Forest of Bondy,” as 
Capt. Aubri, aided by Clara Fisher as Lady Teazle, and 
Florio. 

A farce called “Pop, or Sparrow Shooting,” was played for 
the first time on the 24th, thus cast: 


Figzlegig. . .. . Mr, Foor. Cramcalf . . - Mr. Barnnzs. 
Quizby ..... ‘¢ BLAKELY. Miss Fizzlegig . ». Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Hoaxley .... . ‘¢ RIOCHINGS. Peggy -.-.-.. .- Miss Jzssop. 
Trimbush. . .. . ‘6 JONES. 


Mrs. Austin begun her engagement on the 28th, in 
“ Rokeby.” 

October 1st. For the benefit of Mrs. Barnes, Forrest played 
King Lear, and the lady, Cordelia and Kate O’Brien. 

Oct. 2d. “Peter Wilkins” was revived, for the purpose of 
bringing out Mr. Charles T. Parsloe, from Covent Garden, in 
the part of the Nondescript. He was long recognized as a 
star in that class of characters, but finally sunk into a range 
of small parts at Burton’s Theatre, and became a business 
agent for actors and managers, in which capacity he is known 
as honorable and efficient. 

Mr. Forrest played Pierre and Carwin for his benefit on the 
6th, aided by Mrs. Barnes. 

A new farce, “My Wife’s Husband,” was thus first played on 
the 7th: 


Wildlove . . .. . Mr. RICHINGS. Brass... . . Mr. T. PLacipg 
Testy . ..... ‘¢ Foor. Joseph. . .. . ‘* Povey. 
ra) laa a a ae oe ‘© Bagnegs. Mrs. ‘Wildlove - « Mrs. WALLAcK. 
Cliffy. ..... “« WoopHULL. Isabella - .« * Brags. 


Rodwell’s musical romance, called “ Valmondi, or the Tomb 
of Terrors,” was produced on the 11th, with new scenery and 
dresses, and with great success, thus cast: 


Valmondi. .... Mr. Barney. Zuric . .« .« « « Mr. C.T. Parsrog. 
pacar Be - ok vet. ce * WooDHULL Elwina . - « » Mrs. BLaxz. 
Baron. ... +: e “© Foot. Matilda ‘6 WaLLaox 
Michael Frampts . . ‘* BARNES. Cristabel “*  GopEy. 

Ss ve ie an ee “6 T. PLACIDE. Louise. . . . . ‘“ Duriz. 

et Wes de, ei ota ee ‘6 RICHINGS. Jeannette . . © WHEATLEY. 


Oct: 15th. A Mr. Wynne, from London, made his first and 
only appearance in New York, as Rover, failing completely. 
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Miss Clara Fisher commenced a new engagement on the 
18th, as Clari, Kate OBrien, and Catharine, in Buckstone’s 
farce, called “A Husband at First Sight,” then first played as 
follows : 


Ferdinand . . . . Mr. Srmpson. Baroness . . . . Mrs. WaLLack. 
Gundershoff . . . . ‘* HILson. Augusta... . ‘* Brags. 
Parchwitz . . . . ‘* Puaorpg. Catharine. . . . Miss C. Fisuexr. 


Oct. 21st. Mr. Parsloe took his benefit, bringing out, 
for the first time, “Jack Robinson and his Monkey,” thus 
cast: 


Jack Robinson . . . Mr. RIcHinas. Mr. BuakgLy 
Mushapug ... . ‘** PARSLOE. Child . . « « Miss E. WHeariey 
Jose Rimiero. . . . ‘* FIELD. Emeline Mrs. Brake. 
Muley. ..... ‘© WoopHuULL. ora. ... . ‘6 WaLLacx. 


“Paul Pry” was performed for the first time this season on 
the 22d, Mr. Hilson personating the inquisitive hero for the 
168th time. 

Miss Fisher’s benefit, and first performance in America of 
Howard Payne’s play, called the “Spanish Husband, or First 
and Last Love,” occurred on the lst of November. The piece 
was thus cast: 


Don Carlos . . . . Mr. Simpson. Cello . .« © e« -« Mr. T. Puacips. 
Don Alvar .. . . ‘* RicHINnes. Cardenio ‘4 PovErY. 
Don Salerno. . . . ‘** WoopHoLL Bianca. ... . Miss C. FisHes. 
Don Hypolito . . . ‘“* Barry. ee ee Mra. BLakg. 
Benedetto. . .. . ‘6 PLAOCIDE. Carlola. . . . . ‘© WHEATLEY 
Lissardo . . . - « ‘6 BLAKELY. Flora. . . s ‘6 Gopay 


Miss Rock next appeared on the 3d as Charlotte, in the 
“Hypocrite,” and on the 5th as the Bride of Lammermoor, 
with Mr. Maywood (for that night only) as Caleb Balderstone. 
She took her benefit on the 8th, appearing in a new melo- 
drama, called the “Irish Girl,” and as Lauwretta, in the “ Devil’s 
Bridge.” The same evening Mrs. Austin personated Claudine, 
in that opera, and Mr. James Thorne, from the English Opera 
House, made his American début as Count Belino. 

Mr. Thorne’s selection for his first appearance was most un- 
fortunate, and gave but little promise of the merit he after- 
ward displayed. The part was unsuited to his voice, which 
was a fine baritone, of great power and smoothness, and well 
adapted to the range of many characters, in which he subse- 
quently gave great pleasure. In Artabanes, Figaro, Dandint, 
Caliban, Galveston, (in the “White Lady ”) Gabriel, (in “Guy 
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Mannering ”) and other similar parts, he particularly excelled, 
and in later years, after he left New York, he played the old 
men of comedy with great humor and success. 

Mr. Thorne had first appeared at Drury Lane, in October, 
1819, as Florian, in the “Devil’s Bridge.” He last sung at 
the Park, in July, 1834. He was afterward, conjointly with 
James M. Scott, manager of the Cincinnati, Vicksburgh, and 
other Western theatres. He died at sea, while on his voyage 
from New Orleans to England, in 1843. 

Mr. Charles Kean commenced his second engagement on 
the 12th, as Richard ITI, Mrs. Sharpe as the Queen, her first 
appearance this season. 

A new farce, called the “ First of April,” was produced on 
the 15th, and became very popular, thus cast: 


Sir Bum pkin Pedigree. Mr. PLAoIDE. Lieut. Leslie. . . Mr. Woop#utt. 

-Belford. .. . “‘* Foor. Roughead. .. . ‘“ Hrson. 
Maj. Belford. . . . ‘* Barpy. Mra. Belford . . . Mrs. WALLAOK. 
Col. Airey. . .. . ‘¢ Simpson. Clara . . . .:* “ Buaxs. 
Capt. Hartfree . . . ‘“* RioHINas. 


The celebrated Irish Roscius, Master Joseph Burke, made 
his first appearance in America on the 22d, as Young Norval. 
He afterward led the orchestra in the overture to “Guy 
Mannering,” and concluded by playing Terry O'Rourke, in 
which he introduced a comic song. During his engagement, 
he appeared as Sir Abel Handy, Jerry, in “Whirligig Hall,” 
Richard IIT, Shylock, Master Socrates Chameleon, in a new 
farce called the “March of' Intellect,” Doctor Pangloss, 
Looney McTwolter, Dennis Brulgruddery, Jobson, and Tris- 
tram Fickle. Besides leading various overtures, he pMayed 
several solos on the violin, among which were some’ difficult 
variations by De Beriot, and a fine concerto by J. Barton. 
He also sung a very humorous descriptive song, illustrative 
of a boarding-school play, in which he gave characteristic 
imitations of the Governess, the Parents, the French teacher 
(directress of the play), little girl as Prologue, frightened 
little girl as Macbeth, screaming little girl as Hamlet, lisping 
little girl as Richmond, true style of delivering Shakspeare, 
illustrated by the French teacher, &c. 

Master Burke’s success was of the most decided character, 

81 
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his nine nights of performance attracting houses averaging 
twelve hundred dollars each. As a@ prodigy, in both music 
and the drama, he has been unapproached by any child who 
has trodden the American Stage, though we are assured that 
he was inferior to Clara Fisher at the same early age. His 
readings were always discriminating and forcible, and en- 
tirely free from the drilled mannerism of most child actors, 
and his attitudes and gestures were easy, striking, and 
appropriate. His performance of Richard, Shylock, and 
Sir Giles, was so good, that none sneered at the absurd- 
ity of a child’s assuming such parts; while his comedy, 
especially in Irish parts, was so full of native, genuine 
humor, that he never failed to convulse his audience 
with laughter. 

Master Burke was the son of Doctor Burke, of Dublin, a 
gentleman of good family, who was induced, by the wonder- 
fully precocious development of the child’s musical ability 
and power of mimicry, to introduce him on the boards of the 
Dublin Theatre Royal, in May, 1824, in the characters of Tom 
Thumb and Lingo. He was then only five years of age, but 
his success was so great that he immediately after appeared at 
Liverpool, Margate, Brighton, and at the Haymarket, London, 
and finally at the Surrey, under Mr. Elliston’s management, 
where his talents had every opportunity for the most varied 
display. For several seasons in America he proved a most 
attractive star, but, his popularity waning, he re-visited 
Europe, and studied music thoroughly under the best 
masters. His last theatrical appearance, that we remember, 
was at Wallack’s National, in January, 1839. After a short 
retirement, he re-appeared in the concert-room, acknow- 
ledged as one of the finest violinists of the age, and as 
sisted in the entertainments of Jenny Lind, Jullien, and 
Thalberg. 

On the 25th of November, in honor of the anniversary of 
the city’s evacuation, and of the late revolution in France that 
raised Louis Philippe to the throne, the Theatre was brilliantly 
illuminated, transparencies displayed, and the interior decor 
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ated with great elegance. A new historical drama, called 
“Charles the Terrible,” was thus performed: 


Charles .... . Mr. RICHINGS. Jacques Hilaire . . Mr. Barry. 
PhilipdeCommines . ‘* WooDHULL. Galliott. . . . . ‘6 'T. PLacrpsg. 
Thierry ..... ‘¢ BLAKELY. Leontine . . . . Mrs. BLAKE. 
Davillier . . . . . s¢ Foor. Bertha. ... . ‘¢  Gopgy. 


Also, a new occasional drama, entitled “Three Days in 
Paris,” introducing the prominent political and military 
actors of the time, and concluding with the Marseillaise 
Hymn, sung by the whole vocal force of the establishment. 

Dec. 7th. For Mr. Woodhull’s benefit, the “ Hero of the 
North” was played for the first time in seven years, in which 
Mr. D’Angelis (who had personated Pescara last season) made 
his second appearance on the stage as Casimir Rubinski. 

Dec. 13th. Miss C. Fisher re-appeared in the “Country 
Girl;” and on the 14th, Mr. Charles Kean was announced in 
the character of Sir Giles Overreach. 

Mrs. Vernon’s first engagement at the Park Theatre com- 
menced on the 21st, as Minette, in a “ Bold Stroke for a Hus- 
band.” 

Although kept in the background for a time, the public 
was not slow to discern and appreciate her merit after she 
reached these boards, and finally awarded her a position 
second to none known in her line to the American Stage. 

Mr. C. Kean volunteered for Miss Fisher’s benefit on the 
22d, and appeared as Durimel, in the “Point of Honor,” the 
lady personating Bertha, for the first time. A new farce was 
also played, called “Rhyme without Reason,” with Placide as 
Dog gerel, T. Placide as Tom, Mrs. Wheatley as Miss Fitzblue, 
and Miss Fisher as Phebe, assuming the characters of Philo- 
mela Dismal, Melpomene Scraggs, and Piety Hopkins, a lady 
from a “ leetle east of York.” 

Mr. Richings’ benefit occurred on the 23d, when a Mr. 
Hazard appeared as Othello. A gentleman of the same name 
had recently appeared with great success at the Bowery. 

Mr. Tuthill, from the Chatham and Bowery, also made 
his first appearance on this stage as Thady O'Grady, in a 
new drama, called the “Irish Patriot,” in which Foot ap- 
peared as Lord Beresford, and Woodhull as Daniel O Connell. 
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Mr. Barnes took his benefit on the 28th, when he produced 
G. W. Parke Custis’s drama of “ Pocahontas, cast as follows : 


Capt. Smith. . . . Mr. THoRNr. Powhatan. . . . Mr. Rronmes. 
Lieut. Percy. . . . ‘“* TT. PLaocrpg. Metacoran. . . . ‘' WoopDsULL. 
Master Rolfe. . . . ‘* Simpson. Selectas . . . . ‘* Frsup. 
Barclay « . . . . ‘* BLAKBLY. Pocahontas . . . Mrs. BAsnEs. 
Hugo..... . ‘“ Bagnas. Omaya. .. .  Gopzny. 


Mr. C. Kean, on the occasion of his. benefit, December 31st, 
played for the first time the character of Lucius Brutus, and Mr. 
Field appeared as Titus, his first prominent part this season. 

On New Year's night, 1831, Mr. Forrest appeared as Meta- 
mora, and, in addition to other entertainments, a new farce, 
called the “ Dumb Lady,” was played as follows: 


Sir Jasper . . . . Mr. BLAKELY. James. .... Mr. T. Pracipe. 
Leander... . . ‘* THORNE. Charlotte . . . . Mrs. WaLtack. 
Gregory Grubbleton . ‘* HILSON. Dorcas. . .. . ‘© WHEATLEY. 


The new farce proved to be a resuscitated old one, formerly 
called the “ Mock Doctor.” 

Master Burke’s second engagement commenced January 3d 
with “ Douglas” and the “ Irish Tutor,” Mrs. Sharpe being en- 
gaged for Lady Randolph. 

Jan. 8th. Was played, for the first time in America, and with 
great magnificence, an historical drama, entitled the “Field 
of the Cloth of Gold,” its characters thus distributed : 


Henry VIII. . . . . Mr. Barry. Wilson. . ... Mr. BLAxkELY. 
FrancisI. . . . . ‘* RioHINGS. Bertrand. . . . ‘“ Hayprn. 
Darnley .... . ‘6 THORNE. Scrapeface . . . ‘* Povey. 
Derby. .... . ‘“ 6 T. PLAOIDE. Queen Katharine . Miss Jessop. 

Sir Cesar . .. . “ Frmxp. Queen of France. . ‘* RoGERs. 
SirPayon. . .. . ‘* WoopHvULt. Lady Constance. . Mrs. Biagsz. 
Richard Hartley . * WHEATLEY. Lady Katharine . . ‘* WaALLacg. 
Richard Hartley, Jr. . ‘*S AYison. Margaret . . . . ‘4 WHRATLBY. 
Cardinal Wolsey. . . ‘* N&EXSEN. Dame Hartley . . “ Dunruz. 
Jekin Groby . .. ~. « «=+‘* PLAcIDs. Madelette . . . . ‘* Gopzy. 


The farce of “Turning the Tables,” ever since a favorite, 
was first played on the 13th, as follows: 


Knibbs ..... Mr. BLaxeg.y. Thornton . . . . Mr. Ricuimas. 
Jeremiah Bumps . . ‘* Simpson. Mrs. Humphries. . Mrs. Gopey. 
Jack Humphries . . ‘© THORNE. MissKnibbs .. . W aLLacg. 
Edgar DeCourcy . . ‘* T. PLactipg. Patty Larkins . . ‘* Vxrrwnow. 


Miss Emery made her first appearance on this Stage, on the 
14th, as Portia, to Master Burke’s Shylock. After which was 
acted, for the first time, the noted Irish farce of “Barney 
Brallaghan,” with the following cast: 


ee ee Mast. BURKE. Sir Patrick 0’ rae de Mr. Foor. 
Old Brallaghan Mr. BLAKELY Capt. Lucon . . ** RIcCHINGS. 
O'Callaghan . ss —- - WooDHULL Lady Clonmere . . Mrs. VERNon. 
OToole .... - “TT. PLAcIDE Judy O’Callaghan . ‘* WaALLaox. 
Titus Weatherproof . ‘* $PLAOIDE. Biddy Brallaghan . ‘* Gopsr. 
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The “Wreck Ashore” was first performed for Mr. Barry’s 
benefit, January 18th, thus cast: 


Miles Bertram - «- Mr. Simpson. Blackadder . . . Mr. RIoHINGs. 
Walter Barnard. . . ‘ THoRNE. Alice . . ... Mrs. BLAKE. 
Capt.Grampus. .. ‘* Barery. Bella ..... ‘6 WaLLaox. 
Marmaduke Magog. . ‘* BLAKELY. Dame Barnard .. ‘* VesrQon. 
Jemmy Starling. . . ‘* PLAoIDE. Lucy « «% 6 « « ‘© Goprr. 


During his engagement, Master Burke, in addition to vari- 
ous repetitions, played, for the first time in New York, Romeo, 
Murtoch Delany, Hamlet, and Baron Willinghurst, in “Of Age 
To-morrow.” | 

On Monday evening, January 24th, the long-promised opera 
of “Cinderella,” as arranged by Rophino Lacy, from several of 
Rossini’s works, was presented for the first time in America, 
with all the elegance and perfection that taste could suggest 
or liberality accomplish. Mr. Evers contributed entirely new 
scenery, Mr. Mead the superb and costly dresses, and Mr. 
Dunn the complicated and extraordinary machinery. Mr. 
Metz directed the chorus, largely increased and thoroughly 
drilled, and Mr. De Luce led the orchestra. The whole pro- 
duced under the careful superintendence of Mr. Barry, who 
finally succeeded in producing the opera in astyle that would 
have reflected credit on the first theatres of the world. Its 
cast was such that nothing was left to desire, and in its per- 
formance Mr. Jones established his repute as the best tenor 
singer of the day, Placide eclipsed every buffo previously 
heard here, Thorne greatly increased his popularity, Thomas 
Placide made his first hit as a comedian, Mrs. Austin took the 
town by storm, Mrs. Blake sustained her previously deserved 
reputation in opera, and Mrs. Vernon displayed both vocal and 
dramatic abilities for which the public had never before given 
her credit. The entire cast stood thus: 


’ Prince Felix . . « Mr. Jongs. Cinderella. . . Mrs. AUSTIN. 
Baron Pompolino . . ‘* PLAOIDE. Clorinda ... . BLAKE. 
Alidoro . ... . RICHINGB. Thisbe . .... ‘«  - VERNON. 
Dandini .... . ‘¢ THORNE. Fairy Queen . . . ‘** WatLnaoxk. 
Pedro. .... - ‘4 6 T. PLACIDE. First Fairy . . . ‘ Gopry. 
First Hunter .. . ‘* POVEY. Second Fairy. . . ‘* Dugug. 


Its success was unprecedented, and on the last night of the 
season it was performed for the forty-seventh time. 
Miss Emery’s benefit and last appearance occurred on the 
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27th, when a young lady of New York made her début as Jane 
Shore, to Miss Emery’s Alicia. 

Mrs. Sharpe was once more engaged, and appeared on the 
1st of. February in a new drama, called the “Carnival at 
Naples,” thus enacted: 


Duc di Fontana. . . Mr. NEXSEN. Rufo .... . Mr. RIcHINGs. 
Count Cozenza . . . ‘* BLAKELY. O’Donowan ... ‘* THORNE. 
Manfredi. ... . ‘6 BaRBY. Duchess... . Mrs, VERNON. 
Fortescue. . . . . ‘6 6 SimPsON. Aurora... . ‘* WaALnsack. 
Benedetto. . .. . ‘6 WoopasULL. Zorantha . . . ‘© WHEATLEY. 
Valentine ‘4% ‘6 JONES. Nina ..... ‘6 6 SHARPE. 

The “Force of Nature” was thus brought out on the 8th: 
Ceunt de Harville . . Mr. S1mpson. Countess .. . . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Frederick. . . . ss Barey. Matilda . .. . ‘** Wauback. 
Philip. . . ... ‘* Hixson. 


Mrs. Sharpe took her benefit on the 14th, when Monk 
Lewis’s “East Indian” was announced as a new comedy— 
its first performance in America, It had, however, been al- 
ready peyen here in 1800. Its present cast stood thus: 


Lord Listless . . Mr. RIcHINGs. Frank . ... .- Mr. Puacips. 
Rivers. . .... “* BarReY. Lady Clara . . . Mrs. WALLACK. 
Beaucbamp .. . . ‘* SImMpson. Mra. Ormond. . . ‘“ BLaxkeE. 
Walsingham. . . . ‘** WoopHuLL. Mrs. Chatterall . . ‘“* Hacxurt. 
Modish . ... . “ TT. PLAciDE. Mrs. Slipslop. . . ‘* VERNON. 
Squeezeum . . ‘Ss BLAKELY. Zorayda . . . “ Shampz, 


Mr. Hackett also appeared as Industrious Doolittle. 

Feb. 24th. <A version of Cooper’s “Water Witch” was pro- 
duced, but was far less successful than C. W. Taylor’s compi- 
lation, afterward brought out at the Bowery. It was thus 
played here: 


Van Beveroo0t . . . Mr. BLAKELY. Peter Prong . . . Mr. PxLacrpe. 
Von Skaatts. . . . °* Povey. Cicero. . .. « “6 T7. PLacipsB. 
Capt. Ludlow . . . ‘* RicHINGs. Seadrift Mrs. BLaxz 

Tom Tiller . .. . ‘“* Barpy. Alida . .... ‘6 WaLLack. 


Another new drama, called “Separation and Reparation,” 
was thus produced, March 3d: 


Baron Malamour . . Mr. BaAagry. Poppinhoff. . . . Mr. T. Pracips. 
Col. Esplanade . . . ‘* SIMPSON. Mme. Gilderland . Mrs. Warar.er. 
VonGrotius. . . . ‘“ PLacipE. Angelique. . . . ‘© Bragg. 


Mrs. Austin’s benefit, and sixteenth night of “Cinderella,” 
took place on the 7th of March, when was also performed the 
opera of “Don Giovanni,” with Simpson as the libertine, Jones 
as Octavio, Placide as Leporello, Thorne as Massetlo, Mrs. Blake 
as Leonora, and Mrs. Austin, Zerlina. Mrs. Wallack as Annetle 
danced a Bolero with so much elegance, that a repetition was 
demanded for many nights in succession. 

March 9th. Mr. Barton, from the Edinburgh Theatre, made 
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his first appearance in America as Hamlet, following it with 
Lear, Werner, and Macbeth, in none of which did he succeed 
in creating a sensation. Mr. Barton was a native of London, 
but first attracted notice at the Margate Theatre about 1820. 
In the metropolis of Scotland, and in most of the English 
provinces, he enjoyed considerable repute as a leading actor 
in tragedy, and in the better range of melo-drama; and in 
characters generally requiring an expression of impulsive 
feeling, displayed great merit. In 1832, he played a star en- 
gagement at the Bowery, and was afterward for several years 
acting manager for Caldwell at New Orleans, a post for which 
his gentlemanly manners and scholarly acquirements emi- 
nently fitted him. Mr. Barton last appeared in New York 
about the year 1839. He returned to England, and died 
there in 1848. , 

The farce of “Short Stages,” afterward called the “Om- 
nibus,” was first played the same evening, with the annexed 


cast: 


Ledger .... - Mr. BLAKBLY. Pat Rooney .. . Mr. THORNE. 
obbs. . . . .« -« ‘© Povey. Julia Ledger. . . Mrs. Wavtaox. 
Tommy Dobbs .. . ‘“f Bapngs. Mrs.Dobbs . . . ‘* Duagiz. 


Mrs, Austin re-opened in Cinderella, on the 15th; and on 
the 16th, John A. Stone’s tragedy of “Tancred, King of 
Sicily,” was thus first put upon the stage: 


Tancred . . - . Mr. FIge.p. Guiseppe. . . . Mr. BLAKELY. 
Emanuel .... . s¢ NEXBEN. Kan Wogan. . . ‘* SIMPSON. 
Romano .... . ‘¢ RIOHINGS. Xenarchus .. . ‘* WooDHULL. 
Angelo .... . ‘© Barry. Child. . ... Miss JuLia TURNBULL. 
Malazzo ..... ‘* 6 T. PLAoIpE. Olympia. . . . Mrs. Barngs. 

Bishop ..... ‘¢ WHEATLEY. Augusta. . . . ‘“* Watback. 


It was several times repeated, and the author had a benefit 
on the 23d, when he appeared on the stage as Kan Wogan, 
in the tragedy, and as Splash, in the “ Young Widow.” 

March 24th. First night of a farce, called the “Jenkinses,” 
which was played as follows, with great applause : 


Mr. Carraway . . . Mr. PLAOIDE. Master Jenkins . . Mrs. Gopry. 
Augustus Gingham . ‘ SIMPSON. Mrs. Jenkins . . . ‘* WHEATLEY. 
Mr. John Jenkins . . ‘* Barry, Miss Jenkins . . . ‘* BLaxs. 


Mrs. Barnes took her benefit on the 25th, in “Tancred of 
Sicily,” and produced a new petit comedy, called the “Deuce 
is in Her,” thus cast: 


SirGuy Don. .. . Mr. BARNES. Widow Volatile . . Mrs. Barnes. 
Greville . . ... ‘© RIOBINGS. Lady Trifie . . . ‘' Dusiex. 
Florid. .... . ‘© FIELD. Lady Crocodile . . ‘* SPILLER. 
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- Master Burke commenced another engagement on the 28th, 

as Richard III. and the Irish Tutor. He now played, for the 
first time here, Dr. Ollapod, Dr. Lenitive, Gen. Bombastes, and 
Lingo. For his benefit, various selections were given, and he 
appeared in the buffa scena of a Musical Rehearsal, in which 
he performed on the violin, Rode’s celebrated air with varia- 
tions, and “O Dolce Concento,” on the piano-forte, with rap- 
turous applause. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hackett’s first engagement this season com- 
menced on the 15th—the former appearing as Industrious Doo- 
little and Rip Van Winkle, the latter as Caroline Traffic and 
Alice. On the 18th, Mr. Hackett brought out a comedy in 
three acts, to which was awarded one of the prizes he had 
offered for an American drama, entitled the “Moderns, or a 
Trip to the Springs.” It was thus cast on ita first representa- 
tion, and met with considerable success: 


Melodious Migrate Gee nas, EL, Sea - oes Mr. Hacker. 
Col. Roanoke. . . . Mr. WooDsULL. Hopeful Alislack . Mr. Nuxarn. 
Ald. Flattenbarrack . ‘* BLAKELY. Mrs. Flattenbarrack Mrs. WHEATLEY. 
Cicero Flattenbarrack . ‘“ RicHINGS. Celestina . . . . ‘* VWrrwown. 
Charles Resolute . . ‘* THORNE, Julia Roanoke . . ‘* WatLiaox. 
Augustus Tandem . . ‘* Simpson. ann ~ « « « * Gopzry 
Tom Ferrett. . . . ‘“ TT. PLAcrpsz. Tabby Tittipup . . ‘‘ Haoxgrr. 


. Hackett’s benefit took place on the 25th, when he brought 
out James K. Paulding’s prize comedy, the “Lion of the 
West,” in which he created a great sensation as the repre 
sentative of the redoubtable Colonel Wildfire. This per- 
sonation ranks among his very best, and has received unan- 
imous approbation wherever performed. The play was 
afterward remodeled, but the Colonel's character remained 


substantially the same. Its original cast was thus arranged: 
Nimrod Wildfire . . Mr. Hackert. Max ..... Mr. FIrwp. 


Gov. Bramble . -. . ‘ Buaxkety. Higgins . . . . ‘ Coxugurt. 
Roebuck .... .  Woopau... Cecelia Bramble. . Mrs. SHARPE. 
Couratde Crillon . . ‘4 RIOCHINGS. Pullet. . ... “<6 Gopgr. 


A new farce, called “Was I to Blame?” was produced on the 


26th, as follows: 


Tord Evered . . . . Mr. Rioninas. Multiply . . . . Mr. BLAxRLy. 
Edmund Melville . . ‘* Simpson. Julia . ... .- Mrs. Buaxs. 


Mr. Forrest commenced a new engagement on the 27th, as 
Metamora. 

April 28th. Mr. C. T. Parsloe commenced his second en- 
gagement in “Jack Robinson and His Monkey.” 
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Mr. Forrest, for his benefit, May 9th, brought out the new 
tragedy of “Caius Marius,” thus cast: 


reales Marius. .. Mr. Forrsst. Cinna ..... Mr, NExsen. 


O ges whoa ‘© Frirup ntoni T. PLacrp3 

brett Pace ae. “ce ** "WoopDguLt. A Cimbrian ‘* BLAKELY 
Sulpitius . . . . . ‘« Barey artha Mrs. SHARPE 
Sylla. . . .. . “* RIOHINGS. Metella. . . . . ‘« WALLAcK. 


Miss Kelly’s last engagement in America, and her first 
this season, opened May 18th, with her performance of 
Lady Teazle, Mr. Barton being engaged for Charles Sur- 
face. After which was played, for the first time in America, 
@ new melo-drama that attained great popularity, called 
‘“ Comrades and Friends,” thus cast: 


Roland Duroc .. . Mr. Barry. Valentine... . Mr. BLaxr ty. 
Charles Valcour. . . ‘* SImMPson. Adolphus... . Miss E. WHEaT.Ler. 
Moraszi .... . ‘6 WoopHuULL. Mme. Derville . . Mrs. Wattacg. 
Henry. .... . ‘THORNE. Mme. Bertrand . . ‘* VWrrwon. 
Damont.... . ‘6 FIELD Laurette .. . ** Buaxgs. 


Mr. Barton and Miss Kelly appeared as oe and Rosa- 
lind, on the 16th, after which was presented a new melo- 
drama, called “Tuckitomba, or the Obi Sorceress,” thus cast: 


Pee > Ges a. en Mr. Woopsutt. Simon. ... . Mr. atlas 
ecm a! a ‘*  RICHINGS. Cudjoe. . ... 
Gollan “Fletcher PLAOIDE Henry Miss J. Toansvil 
Tuckitomba . . . ‘“ Barry Esther. ... . Mrs. 
Chickati . . . =. e ‘* ~PARSLOR. Clara. .... a age 
Nick Dragon. . . . ‘* HIZson. Mrs. Edwards ‘¢  WALLAok 


Mr. Barton and Miss Kelly appeared as Mr. and Mrs. Oakley,’ 
for the former’s benefit, on the 18th, and the latfer took her 
farewell on the 20th, in her favorite character of Beatrice, 
with Mr. Barton as Benedick. Miss Kelly also delivered a 
farewell address, written by John A. Stone. Having acquired 
a handsome fortune, she had the good sense to retire before 
her powers failed or popularity waned. 

Master Burke was again engaged, and appeared on the 23d 
as Sir Abel Handy and Terry O'Rourke, Mrs. Barnes being 
employed to support him in tragedy. During this series of 
performances, which terminated on the 6th of June, he, for 
the first time in New York, played Cornelius O’ Dedimus, My 
Lord Duke's Servant, Crack, Victor Pleyel, in a new farce, 
called “ Home for the Holidays,” and Midas. 

June 11th. For Mr. Field’s benefit, Mr. Pelby appeared 
as Lucius Junius Brutus. The burlesque tragedy, entitled 
“ Chrononhotonthologos,” was also first played, with Hilson 

82 
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as Chronon, Thorne as Bombardian, Richings as Aldtberonti, 
Mrs. Vernon as Queen, and Mrs. Wallack, Tatlanthe. 

Mr. Barnes presented a diversified entertainment for his 
benefit on the 13th, and attracted, astounded, and delighted 
an audience by his extraordinary performance of Romeo ! 

Mrs. Austin re-appeared on the 14th as Cinderella. 

The farce of “ Highways and By-ways” was first performed 
on the 16th, with Richings as Charles Stapleton, Barnes 
as Narcissus Stubble, Mrs. Wallack as Eliza Gordon, Mrs. 
Wheatley as Miss Primly, and Mrs. Vernon as Miss Susan 
Platt. 

Signor Cioffi, at this time, attracted great attention in the 
orchestra by his performances on the trombone, and his solos 
were given with a skill and effect never before heard here. 
He had a benefit on the 18th. 

Mr. Finn, who had been “starring” at the Chatham, after a 
long absence from these boards, appeared on the 2Ist, as 
Philip Garbois, in “One Hundred and Two.” 

Mrs. Blake’s benefit occurred on the 23d, when little Alexina 
Fisher made her first appearance on this Stage as Clari, and 
*Mrs. Asbury, (formerly Miss Eliza Placide) after several years’ 
retirement, undertook the part of Vespina; Mr. Finn also 
played Billy Black and Mawworm ; Mr. Blake, Montmorency, 
in the “Hundred-Pound Note,” and Lovell, in “High Life 
Below Stairs ;” Mr. Thayer, My Lord Duke ; and Miss Waring, 
Kitty ; being their first appearance this season. Miss Alexina 
Fisher, now about ten years of age, had just appeared with 
success at the Bowery and Chatham, and, though somewhat 
unequal in her performances, was worthy of the warm en- 
comiums lavishly bestowed upon her. It was hoped that 8 
joint engagement would be effected with her and Master 
Burke, (and their attraction in the same play would have 
been overwhelming) but the hope was never realized. 

During Mr. Blake’s engagement, he personated Rover, Sir 
Benjamin Backbite, Col. Freelove, the Three Singles, &c. 

Mr. Hilson terminated his long career of service in this 
Theatre on the 8d of July, in the character of Paw! Pry, leav- 
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ing the city for a starring tour, to the regret of all who had 
for years enjoyed his masterly representations. 

The regular season ended on the 4th, with the production 
of a new national drama, called the “ Polish Patriots,” in which 
Mr. Richings represented the hero, Skrzynecki. 

The summer season begun on the 6th of July, with Finn as 
Mawworm and Billy Black. During his engagement, he ap- 
peared as Nicol Jarvie, Lord Ogleby, Beau Shatterly, Bob 
Logic, Sir Peter Teazle, Paul Pry, Paul Shack, Mr. Gilman, 
William Thompson, Dr. Lenitive, and Fogrum, in the “Slave,” 
with abundant applause. 

Mrs. Gilfert, whose attempts at earning a livelihood by 
teaching had received small encouragement, and who had 
lately resumed her profession on the Chatham Stage, now re- 
ceived a short engagement, and on the 19th appeared for the 
first time in eight years, at this establishment, as Mrs. Haller. 
She played her famous character of Lady Townly on the 21st, 
Eugenia, in the “ Foundling of the Forest,” on the 24th, and 
for her farewell benefit, on the 26th, Constance, in the third 
act of “King John.” For the latter occasion, Miss Kelly ap- 
peared as the Widow Cheerly, for the last time in America, 
and Miss Clara Fisher sung, “Hurrah! for the Emerald Isle.” 
This was the last appearance on the Stage of the once idolized 
Mrs. Gilfert, who, by her husband’s failure and death, was 
plunged from the height of prosperity into the most sad re- 
verses, and who, a few months after, sunk heart-broken to 
the grave. 

Mr. C. T. Parsloe’s pantomimic pieces strengthened Mrs. 
Gilfert’s attractions, and Clara Fisher appeared on the 20th, 
on the occasion of Mrs. Vernon’s first benefit at the Park. 

Mr. Simpson’s benefit, and last night of the season, occurred 
on the 29th, when “Cinderella,” with Mrs. Austin, was given 
for the forty-seventh time. 

A series of French operas, under the management of Mr. 
John Davis, from New Orleans, immediately followed, com- 
mencing on the 2d of August, with “La Fausse Agnes.” 


CHAPTER XL. 


Bowery Theatre—Chatham Theatre, 1880-1. 


N the summer of 1830, Messrs. Hackett and Hamblin 
became the lessees of the Bowery Theatre, and with 
the assistance of Mr. Blake as stage-manager, prepared 
| to make a vigorous attempt to gain a reasonable share 
of public patronage. Gathering around them a powerful and 
efficient company, they commenced the campaign on the 2d 
of August, with the comedy of the “School for Scandal,” and 
the farces of “Teddy the Tiler” and the “Lottery Ticket.” In 
these pieces, Mr. Charles Green and Mr. Rowbotham made 
their first appearances in New York, the former as Sir Oliver 
Surface and Lord Dunderford, the latter as Joseph Surface 
Mr. Cowell played Sir Peter ; Mr. Blake, Charles; Mr. Roberts, 
Crabtree and Wormwood ; Mr. John Greene, Teddy ; Mr. Tut- 
hill, Zim; Mrs. Hamblin, Lady Teazle ; Mrs. Hackett, Mrs. 
Candour ; Mrs. Jones, Lady Sneerwell and Mrs. Corsett ; Miss 
Vaughan, Maria; Mrs. Cowell, Susan, and Miss Waring, Oriel 
Madame Hutin Labasse contributed a pas seul. The other 
members of the company were Messrs. James Scott, Hazard, 
Jackson, John Woodhull, Read, Still, Hutchings, Wray, Mons. 
Barbiere, Madame Edouard, Mrs. J. Greene, Miss Kent, Miss 
Turnbull, &c. 

Mr. C. Green was a native of Connecticut, and had made 
his debut on the Stage at Charleston, 8. C., in 1827. Unfortu- 
nately, he sometimes indulged in “a glass too much,” yet 
generally was a judicious and effective actor of old men. He 
died at Chicago in 1849. 


ae) 
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Mr. Rowbotham was a native of London, and first played 
there in 1819. He was but slightly known in New York, but 
stood high in the esteem of the Philadelphia audience. He 
first appeared in that city in 1828, and died there, February 
14th, 1837. 

On the 4th inst., Mr. Hamblin made his first appearance as 
Hamlet; on the 5th, Mr. Hackett played Solomon Swop and 
Morbleau, and on the 6th, the veteran Cooper commenced an 
engagement as Pierre, to Hamblin’s Jaffer. 

In the farce of “Mons. Tonson,” Mr. George W. Hazard 
made his début as Tom King, with unusual success. He soon 
after appeared as Octavius Cesar, to Cooper's Antony, Hamb- 
lin’s Brutus, and Blake’s Cassius, and was deemed worthy of 
a full share of the applause of the night. He next played 
Malcolm, (in “Macbeth,”) Alonzo, Icilius, Selim, (in “ Barbar- 
rossa,”) Young Norval, and for his benefit, September 27th, 
Alexander the Great and Carwin, gaining additional laurels in 
every fresh character. To a fine person and an expressive 
face, he added a powerful voice, a carriage easy and uncon- 
strained, a just conception of character, and a remarkable 
facility of embodying and conveying it to an audience. In the 
full promise of a high and brilliant career, and in the very 
flower of his days, he was suddenly cut down by the hand of 
death on the 24th of October, 1831, at the age of 22. No 
actor of his years and inexperience had ever made, in the 
short period of two months, so powerful an impression on the 
public mind, and his death was universally deplored as an 
almost irreparable loss to the profession. 

Aug. 14th. For the benefit of Madame Labasse, was first 
played the powerfully interesting drama, entitled the “Fate 
of Calas,” with the following excellent cast: 


Jean Calas . . . . Mr. Scorr. Laurence - « « Mr. Roserrs, 
Marc Antoine . . . ‘** BLAKE. Mme. Calas . . . Mrs. J. GREENE. 
Edouard .... . ‘6 HAZARD, Pauline .. . . ‘“ Hacxert. 
Jacob... .. =. ‘6 C. GREEN. Jeannette. . . . Miss WaRIna. 


Mr. Cooper ended his engagement with a benefit on the 
16th, playing Damon, and on the 18th, Mr. George Barrett 
made his first appearance this season as Doricourt. 

On the 19th, Hamblin played King John, and Cooper Fal- 
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conbridge—Mrs. Sharpe, late of the Park, making her first ap- 
pearance as Lady Constance, and in her personation display- 
ing @ skill and power unsuspected during her earlier engage- 
ments in New York. She was shortly after announced as 
Lady Macbeth and Lady Randolph, and gained additional 
credit in both representations. 

The erratic Mr. Booth commenced an engagement on the 
31st, as Richard, Mr. Hamblin condescending to the part of 
Richmond. 

Mr. Hamblin was announced as sole lessee of the Theatre 
September Ist, Mr. Hackett retiring from the management, 
but contributing, for a while, his services as actor. 

Mr. Gates joined the company and appeared as Horatio, in 
“Hamlet,” September 14th, and Mr. Holland opened an en- 
gagement the same evening as Jerry, in “A Day after the 
Fair.” 

The drama of “ Paul Clifford” was first played on the — 


as follows: | 

Paul Clifford. . . . Mr. Hazargp. Sir W. Brandon . . Mr. Scort. 
August. Tomlinson. . ‘' BLAKE. Dunnaker. . . . ‘* RoBers. 
Ned Pepper . . . . ‘“ TUTHILL Lucy Brandon . . Mrs. HamBLin. 


On the 4th of October, an attempt at operatic performances 
was made, but from deficiencies in the orchestra, (which, how- 
ever, included the accomplished Cuddy on the flute, and was 
ably led by Mr. Segura, the best violinist of the day) with a 
weak and inefficient chorus, and a general lack of unity 
among the performers, a failure was the result. The opening 
opera was the “ Marriage of Figaro,” and this its cast: 


Count. .... -» Mr. PLUMMER. Cherubino. . . . Mrs. Kwiasr. 
Fiorello . . . . - ‘6 Taylor. Countess .... * Hackgrt. 
Figaro. . . . « - ‘* RoBeErts. Susanna... . Mme. Frgon. 

Antonio .«... . ‘6 HOLLAND. Barbarina. . . . Miss Waring 


The four ladies were effective both in singing and acting. 
Madame Feron’s Susanna was unsurpassed in brilliancy, and 
Mrs. Knight’s Page was full of piquancy and humor. The 
gentlemen, however, were not so much at home in their re- 
spective parts, and a few nights after, Mr. Plumer came to an 
open quarrel with his manager—refused to perform the char- 
acter of Henry Bertram for which his name was in the bills— 
and, seated in the boxes during the representation of the 


RECORDS OF THE NEW YORK STAGE. 655 


opera of “Guy Mannering,” (in which Mr. Walton, from Phila- 
delphia, was opportunely substituted in his place) distributed 
angry handbills to the audience, by whom, however, he was 
finally compelled to leave the Theatre. 

The “Exile,” “Guy Mannering,” “Rob Roy,” “Siege of Bel- 
grade,” the “Quartette,” the “ Prize,” “Rosina,” and “Of Age 
To-morrow,” were given during this period. Mr. Hamblin 
played Daran and Rob Roy; Mme. Feron, Catharine, Lucy 
Bertram, Lilla, Madame de Luceval, Caroline, Phebe and 
Maria ; Mrs. Knight, Alexina, Julia Mannering, Diana Ver- 
non and Rosina; and Mrs. Hackett, Francis Osbaldiston and 
the Seraskier. 

Mr. James Anderson made his first appearance here on the 
16th, as Teddy the Tiler, with much applause. 

Mr. John J. Adams’ first appearance since his return 
from Europe, occurred on the 18th, in the character of 
Hamlet. 

On the 21st, Mrs. Pelby and daughter joined the company, 
playing severally Elvira and Cora, to Mr. Adams’ Rolla. 
This was the first appearance in New York of Miss Pelby 
since childhood. ‘ 

Mr. Augustus A. Addams made his first appearance in this 
Theatre on the 26th, as the Stranger. He had played at the 
Chatham a few nights the year previous, and had already 
attained some distinction at the Boston Theatre, where he 
had acted as early as 1823. Possessing every physical requi- 
site for the stage, and glowing with the fire of natural genius, 
ordinary discretion and reasonable study were alone wanting 
to have insured him the highest rank in the histrionic world. 
But carelessness and dissipation soon injured his standing, 
and ultimately broke him down mentally and bodily ; so that, 
in his latter performances, he was but the shadow of his 
former self. Mr. Addams was born in Boston. He married 
Miss Mary Dutt, who procured a divorce from him on the plea 
of ill treatment. Huis death occurred at Cincinnati, of disease 
of the lungs, March 21st, 1851. 

Mr. A. Addams’ first range of characters here, included 
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Collatinus, Virginius, Banquo, Damon, Earl Osmond, William 
Tell, &c. 

Herr Cline and Mr. Hyatt were engaged, and appeared on 
the 30th, the former on the tight-rope, and the latter as Crack. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mestayer and Mr. F. Durang were also enlisted 
in the ranks, from which Mr. and Mrs. Cowell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Greene, Mr. Roberts, and others, had suc- 
cessively departed. 

The Indian drama of “ Miantonimoh,” in which Mr. Addams 
made a great hit, was first played on the 12th of November, 


as follows: 
Conanchet .. . . Mr. A. ADDAMS. Dr. Ergott . . . Mr. Hyrart. 
Metaco F.F 


Mee a -‘ FF, FARRER. Nipsett . . . . ‘f Taryyor. 
Uncas...... “JUDAH. Martha. ... . Miss Wanrine. 
Mark hr erate » « . ** Garzs. Ruth .... .« Mre. Pgusy. 
Content ..... ‘6 6 Durane. Faith ..... “ Haoxrtt. 
Eben E Dadiey gee ‘6 TUTHILL. Narramattah. . . ‘!' HamBLIn. 


The farce called “Sublime and Beautiful,” which for a time 
was very popular, was first played December 5th, thus cast : 


Sultan. . ... . Mr. Jackson. Capt. Maince . - Mr. Gares. 
Muley ..... ‘6 TUTHILL. | Elizabeth . - « Mrs. HamMBLIn. 
Mirga. . .... ** TAYLOR. Florestine. . . . Miss Wartna. 


Mr. George P. Farren made his first bow on the American 
Stage on the 7th, in the “Rivals,” as Sir Anthony Absolute, 
Mr. Judah playing Bob Acres; Mr. Hamblin, Falkland ; Mr. 
Tuthill, Sir Lucius O Trigger ; Mrs. Hackett, Mrs. Malaprop ; 
Miss Pelby, Lydia Languish ; and Mrs. Hamblin, Julia. 

Mr. Farren was a nephew of the great English comedian, 
W. Farren, and by birth an Irishman. He displayed consider- 
able talent in the representation of old men, both serious and 
comic, and soon became stage-manager of the Bowery, but in 
July, 1834, was driven from the boards by a riotous as- 
semblage, gathered together by the efforts of an actor named 
McKinney, with whom he had had some difference. Mr. 
Farren went South and West, and finally married the daugh- 
ter of Richard Russell, now an actress of eminence. He never 
re-appeared in New York until the spring of 1859. He died 
here, August 18th, 1861, aged 53. — 

Charles Thorne first played on this stage on the 9th, as 
Pythias, to Mr. Hamblin’s Damon. 

Dec. 13th brought the season to aclose, but on the 24th the 
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theatre re-opened with a new drama, called “Tohopeka,” in 
which Gates appeared as Gen. Jackson, Judah as Pedrosa, C. 
Thorne as Waterford, and Miss Pelby, Felicia. 

On Christmas night, the “Cinderella” pantomime was re- 
vived, with Miss Waring as the Prince, and Miss Pelby, Cin- 
derella. Mr. Sowerby, a half-brother of Mr. Hamblin, played 
Pantaloon, and Master Charles Mestayer, afterward a well- 
known comedian, Cupid. Mr. Sowerby, in small comic parts, 
was very humorous and effective. He died in New York at 
the age of 36, March 4th, 1850. 

“Barmecide” was revived on the 29th, in which the eldest 
daughter of Mr. Hamblin, aged eight years, appeared as the 
child Nair. She continued playing occasionally until the 
separation of her parents, when she was withdrawn from the 
stage, and remained under the protection of her father, and 
never re-appeared until the 14th of October, 1853, when she 
performed Mariana, in the “ Wife,” for her brother’s benefit 
at the Bowery. 

Jan. 10th, 1831. <A celebrated performing elephant, Mlle. 
De Jeck, the property of Mr. Gallott, appeared for the first 
time in America, in a drama called the “Elephant of Siam 
and the Fire Fiend,” which had a run of three weeks. 

About this time, Mrs. French (afterward Mrs. C. Thorne) 
joined the company, and Mr. A. Addams went through with 
another star engagement. 

After the middle of February, a vacation again occurred, 
which lasted until the 14th of March, when Mr. Hamblin re- 
opened the campaign with Shakspeare’s play of “ Henry IV.,” 
cast in the following manner: 


Falstaff . . (his first appearance this season) . . Mr. KILNER. 


Henry!IV. . (his first appearance Intwoyears]. . ‘* STEVENSON. 

Prince of Wales (his first appearance in New York] . ‘* G. Jongs. 

Prince John. (her first appearance on this stage) . Miss E. Mzstarezp. 
Hotspur .... . Mr. HAMBLIN. Sir R. Vernon . . Mr. Durana. 
Worcester . . . . ‘“* JACKSON. | Sir W. Blunt. . . ‘* Turasitt. 
Westmoreland . . . ‘4 LINDSLEY. Carrier... . ** COLLINGBOURNK. 
Northumberland . . ‘‘ Sapnzepas. Lady Percy . . . Miss Persy. 
Douglas . . . . - ‘© TAYLOR. Hostess . . . . Mrs. St2VENSON. 


Like her sister, Mrs. Thorne, Miss Emily Mestayer possessed 

a form most symmetrically proportioned, features of rare love- 

liness, a complexion of dazzling fairness, a voice of mingled 
83 
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power and sweetness, and a willingness to assume any range 
of character, that rendered her at once one of the most useful 
and personally attractive actresses known to our Stage. With 
the ability to throw considerable feeling in certain serious 
characters, and a skill in vocalism that always pleased an un- 
cultivated ear, Miss Mestayer long maintained a distinguished 
popularity with the frequenters of the minor theatres, and still 
commands their highest approbation. With a higher grade 
of auditors, she possessed powers of fascination not easily re- 
sisted, yet a sameness in her personations soon palled upon 
those who sought some diversity in the portrayal of an en- 
tirely opposite class of characters. Though retaining her 
maiden name, Miss Emily Mestayer became, at a very early 
age, the wife of a Mr. Houpt, now deceased. 

Mr. George Jones was a native of England, who possessed a 
personal appearance well adapted to the juvenile heroes of 
tragedy and comedy, combined with a very large share of as- 
surance, which led him to style himself, when on a visit to 
his native land, the American TracepiaN! He married Miss 
Melinda Topping, of New York, whom he introduced to the 
Stage, and from whom he afterward separated. He at one 
time managed the Avon Theatre, at Norfolk, Va, in which 
city, we believe, his daughter Avonia first saw the light. He 
last played in New York in 1841, and has since rendered him- 
self notorious by assuming the name and style of the Count 
Joannes, | 

March 21st. C. W. Taylor's drama of the “ Water Witch ” 
was first played, and received with unbounded applause. Its 
cast stood as follows: 


Tom Tiller . . . . Mr.G. Jongs. Mizen . 1. . ew Mr. Jacxson. 
Van Beveroot - « ‘ COLLINGBOURNE. | Nathan ~ 2 «© « ** Gates. 
Capt. Ludiow . . . ‘‘ STEVENSON. . Seadrift . . . . Mrs. Hamar. 
Trysaill . .... ‘“* Dugana. Alida ..... Miss Pripy. 
Buntline. . .. .- ‘© TAYLOR. Deborah . . . . Mrs, STEVENSON. 


Jonas B. Phillips’ drama of the “ Evil Eye” was first played 
on the 4th of April, with the following cast: 


Camarezg . .« « «+ « Mr. CoLLIncBpournns. Menkatiz . . . . Mr. Garags. 
Demetri . .... ‘© 6G. JONES. Zella . .« «.« « « Mrs. HAMBLIN. 
Cyril Ziani . . . . ‘* STEVENSON. Leona. .... ‘¢ STEVENSON. 


Madame Hutin Labasse, and Monsieus Barbiere, now ful- 
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filled an engagement, and on the 11th, Mr. Stone’s drama, 
called the “ Demoniac,” was thus first played : 


Caliph .... -« Mr. TUrsiLt. Orlow . .... Mr. Ropegrs. 
Mahmoud. ... . ‘6 6G. JONES. Zameda' . - . Mrs. HamsBuin. 
Ben Yudah ... . ‘* Srong. Amooda .... “ =FRgwog, 


Miss Alexina Fisher made her first appearance here on the 
25th, as Young Norval. Mr. Booth, on the 27th, commenced 
a. fortnight’s engagement, during which he played King John, 
with the little Fisher's Prince Arthur. Mr. Scott made his 
first appearance on the 10th of May, as Long Tum Coffin; and 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Barrett’s appearance on the 11th, as Ambrose 
and Elinor, in the “Two Friends,” once more delighted their 
numerous admirers, 

Alexina Fisher’s benefit took place on the 18th, when she 
played Juliet, with George Jones as Romeo; and Paul, in the 
“Wandering Boys,” with Miss Hamblin as Justin. Her en- 
gagement was renewed, and on the 21st she appeared as 
Norval, with Mrs. Stone as Lady Randolph, her first appear- 
ance in this Theatre. 

On the 30th, “ Cagliostro” was brought out as follows: 


Cagiiostro . . . . Mr. Scort. | Lafranco . . . . Mr. Stevenson. 
D’Alviano >. . . . “ JACKSON. | Matilda . . . . Mrs. Srons. 
Alphonso. . .. . ‘© G. Jones. ' Julia . . .. . Miss Pe.sy. 


June 14th. Mr. Booth played Hamlel, with Mrs. Dean 
(formerly Miss Drake, and mother of Miss Julia Dean) as 
Ophelia. On the 16th, in “Julius Cesar,” he appeared as 
Cassius, to Cooper’s Antony, and Hamblin’s Brutus, and on 
the 18th as Prince of Wales, in. “Henry IV.,” to Cooper's 
Falstaff, and Hamblin’s Hotspur. 

Mr. Hamblin took his benefit on the 22d, when “Jane 
Shore” was magnificently rendered by Booth as Gloster, 
Cooper as Hastings, Hamblin as Dumont, George Jones as 
Belmour, Mrs. Dutt as Jane Shore, and Mrs. Stone, Alicia. 

Mrs. Duff, on this occasion, made her first appearance on 
this stage in four years. 

The “Water Witch” was also played for the fortieth 
time. 

On the 24th, Mr. Booth played the diverse parts of Old 
Norval, Othello and Mawworm, for his benefit, and Cooper, 
Hamblin and Mrs. Duff appeared in prominent characters. 
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Mr. Cooper’s first appearance as Sir Peter Teazle was an- 
nounced for his benefit on the 27th, with Mr. and Mrs. Hamb- 
lin as Joseph and Lady Teazle ; and selections from “ Venice 
Preserved,” with Cooper, Booth and Mrs. Duff. 

For Mrs. Duff’s benefit, July 6th, Mr. Booth and Mr. Hamb- 
lin appeared as King John and Falconbridge, and the lady 
personated Constance, and, for the first time, Mathtde, in the 
“ Bohemian Mother.” 

Mrs. Hamblin, on the 7th, took her farewell benefit pre- 
vious to visiting Europe for the purpose of recruiting the 
company. She had acquired far more popularity here than 
when she had played as a star at the Park and other theatres. 

The season came to a close on the 13th. 

Tue Caatuam TuHeatre having passed out of the hands of 
Blanchard, the equestrian, and into those of Moses S. Phillips, 
was opened on the 11th of March, with A. Addams as Damon, 
Blake as Pythias, Mrs. Stevenson as Hermione, and Miss 
Waring, Calanthe. Equestrian and other performances were 
given by the Blanchard family, with Mr. Madden as clown, 
and the extraordinary living skeleton, Calvin Edson, one of 
the wonders of the day, appeared as Jeremtah Thin, in the 
comedy of “Rochester.” Foot, Hyatt, Judah, McKinney, 
Moreland, Jervis, G. W. Dixon, Mrs. Walstein, Mrs. Nelson 
and others, were in the company. 

D. D. McKinney was a young man well known in the neigh- 
borhood of Catharine Market, who had imbibed a passion for 
‘acting, and whose abilities, under proper cultivation and in a 
better school, would have entitled him to a very creditable 
position. He became a favorite actor at the Bowery, whence 
he was dismissed in consequence of his share in the riot 
which drove Mr. Farren from its boards. In the spring of 
1834, he played a star engagement at the Park. He was 
afterward one of the firm of Dean & McKinney, managing the 
theatres at Buffalo, N. Y., and Columbus, Ohio. He died in 
the tall of 1839. 

Mr. Flynn was engaged as a star, and appeared on the 29th 


as Vapid. » 
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For the benefit of Mr. Nelson, the prompter, on the 11th of 
April, Mr. Danforth Marble made his first acknowledged ap- 
pearance on the stage as Robin Roughead, paying for the 
privilege the sum of twenty dollars. His second appearance 
was as William, in “ Black-EKyed Susan.” 

On the 6th of March, 1832, he made his third public 
attempt as Damon, at Richmond Hill Theatre, the manager 
according him the opportunity for ten dollars. He afterward 
took a position in the profession, of the very lowest grade, 
from which, in the representation of Yankee, Kentuckian and 
nautical peculiarities, he worked his way to fame and fortune 
Mr. Marble was born at Danbury, Conn., in the year 1810. 
At an early age, he had a situation in a dry-goods store, at 
Hartford, which he left to learn the trade of a silversmith in 
New York. He here became a member of a Thespian associa- 
tion, and was introduced behind the scenes of the Chatham 
Theatre, and after some practice, made his debut as above 
stated. Some few years later he gained repute in the coun- 
try theatres with Yankee stories and a few Yankee parts. 
In November, 1836, he married Miss Annie Warren, daughter 
of the celebrated comedian of Philadelphia, and not long 
after made a great hit at Buffalo, as the hero of a piece called 
“Sam Patch,” written for him by Mr. E. H. Thompson. Trav- 
eling South and West, he was hailed with enthusiasm in 
this part, and he ever after remained one of the most at- 
tractive stars that could be presented to an audience in that 
section of the country. In 1838, on the 26th of July, he 
made his first appearance on the Park boards as Solomon 
Swop. In 1844, he sailed for Europe, and made his first ap- 
pearance in London on the 30th September, at the Strand 
Theatre, in the “Vermont Wool-Dealer,” with entire success. 
He continued in London and the provinces during the whole 
season, meeting with general approbation at every appear- 
ance. ° 

His return to America was a complete triumph, particu- 
larly at the West, where, in the height of his popularity, he 
played his last engagement in the city of St. Louis, early in 
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May, 1849. Going thence to Louisville, he was seized with 
the Asiatic cholera, which terminated his existence, in the 
latter city, on the 13th of that month. His funeral sermon 
was preached by the Rev. C. B. Parsons, formerly an actor, 
who publicly testified to the deceased’s honesty of purpose, 
generosity and sincerity of heart. His prudence was fortu- 
nately attested by the accumulation of $25,000, which he left 
for the support of his wife and children. His remains were 
conveyed to Buffalo, N. Y., where they repose in his family 
vault. We never had the pleasure of witnessing his perform- 
ances, but his repute as a local comedian was fully equal to 
that of Mr. Hackett, or Mr. Hill. | 

The Chatham Theatre closed its doors about the middle of 
April, and passed, by a new lease, into the possession of Mr. 
C. R. Thorne, who had it entirely renovated, and here made 
his first essay in management on the 4th of May, 1831. He 
opened with the “ Honeymoon” and “High Life Below Stairs,” 
in which Mrs. Gilfert, the star of the evening, Messrs. W. R. 
Blake, Thayer, McKinney, Foot, Hyatt and Phillips; Mrs. 
French, Mrs. Walstein and Miss Waring, all appeared. The 
other members of the company, besides the manager, were 
Judah, Jervis and Collins, Mrs. Hughes, Mrs. Thayer, (formerly 
Mrs. Palmer Fisher) Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Moreland, Miss E. Mes- 
tayer, &c. 

Mr. Pelby commenced an engagement on the 9th, as Brutus, 
with Mrs. Gilfert as Tullia, and on the same evening the 
melo-drama of “Will Watch, the Bold Smuggler,” was first 
played in New York, with the following cast: 


Will Watch . . . . Mr. BLAKE. Stranger . . . . Mr. THaryer. 
Bob Rudderly . . . ‘* McKINNEY. Mary . .... Misa WARING. 
Hugh Mallinson. . . ‘* JERVIS. | Susam. . . . .« Mrs. NELSON. 
Levi Lyons . . . . ‘* JUDAH. 


Mr. John J. Adams made his first appearance on the 18th, 
as Hamlet. | 

Mr. Finn opened on the 19th, as Paul Pry. 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit and last appearance was on the 
25th, when she enacted Lady Teazle, to Mr. Finn’s Sir 
Peter. 

Mr. Gallott about this time personated Jack Junk, Will 
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Steady, &c., and his elephant De Jeck went through with her 
various evolutions. 

Mr. Archer, formerly of the Bowery, was next engaged. 
He appeared on the 3d of June, as Lear, and took his benefit 
on the 8th, as Richard III. 

The nautical drama of “Tom Bowline” was played for 
Blake’s benefit on the 11th, with Jervis as Tom Bowline, Blake 
as Harry Lanyard, Thorne as Daredevil Bill, Mrs. Hughes as 
Lucy Bowline, and Miss Waring, Polly. Little Alexina Fisher 
also made her first appearance as the Spoiled Child, the same 
evening. 

John Howard Payne’s tragedy, entitled “Oswali of Athens,” 
was produced on the 13th, for the benefit of Mr. J. J. Adams, 
and repeated with success several times. A spirited and 
taking epilogue, written by Jonas B. Phillips, was delivered 
with great effect by Mrs. Hughes. We subjoin the cast of the 
principal characters : 


Oswali ..... Mr. J. J. ADAMS. Lambros .. . . Mr. C. THonne. 
Abdoul ..... 6 JUDAB. Zofreni. ... . Mrs. Hvaeuss. 
Abdulhamed. . . . ‘*f BLags. Tanthe. .... Miss WaRIna. 


The season soon after came to an abrupt conclusion, and 
the concern passed into the hands of Mr. Hamblin, who 
opened it with several members of the old company, strength- 
ened by the addition of Messrs. Scott, W. J. Walton, Roberts, 
Dean, J. Woodhull, Sowerby, Anderson, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. 
Dean, Miss Searle and others. Mr. Booth, Mr. A. Addams, 
Miss Emery, Mrs. Hill and Alexina Fisher appeared as stars. 
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